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Bowling 'Fast' 
Is No Big Deal" 


Jawagal Srinath explains how 
he overcame his 
insecurities to hecome India's 
No. 1 strike howler 

INTERVIEWED BY GAUTAM 
BHATTACHARYA, CHANDIGARH 


SPORTSWORLD: You've graduated 
from an unreliable fast bowler to the 
country's main strike bowler. You've 
even managed to make odd contribu¬ 
tions With the bat. Are you aware of the 
metamorphosis that you have gone 
through? 

SRINATH; Well, the Windies series was a 
make orbrcak opportunity forme And thank¬ 
fully, everything started flowing, right from 
the first One-day international at Faridabad 
You know, people are suggesting that I 
should try and develop myself as an all- 
rounder But Tm not too keen to fit myself 
into that sort of role I don't consider myself to 
be an all-rounder My relative success with 
the bat was just a bonus 
But on a difficult last day of the final Test 
at Mohali you, along with Raju, had put 
up a token of resistance while the top 
order surrendered abjectly. It seemcKl 
you had prepared yourself well against 
the quickies? 

Believe me, I didn't 1 have been con¬ 
centrating only on my bowling. I never imagi- 
^ned that 1 could bat that long (laughs) 

Over the last three months 1 was trying des¬ 
perately to find my bowling form. My sudden 
success with the bat was just a coincidence. 
After the last Sri Lankan tour, 1 really got 
depressed. 1 was failing to get anywhere near 
the standards that 1 had set for myself. 

Are you aware of the fact that not so long 
ago;people used to dismiss you as an 
^NRI fast bowler/ One who only played 



Srinath it net instacknawMoad to ha tha cavaliy's 
main strika bawlar. Bat mmaura alata that ha aiigiit 
avan amarga as an allmndar 


abroad and invariably sat out on a 
home series. 

Yes, a stage had come when 1 was playing Test 
matches only outside India. If you recall. I've 
always been telling you, how important the 
continuity factor was. To develop your confid¬ 
ence you need to play at a stretch. Not sit out, 
play, then again sit out and play... 

When I look back, 1 realise how difficult 
that phase was. Whenever I was fielded in an 
away Test match 1 had all kinds of adjustment 
problems. This is because the gap between the 
Tests that 1 played and my previous Internatio¬ 
nal outing always used to be so huge. 

How frustrating was it everytime a home 
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series beckoned you? You knew before > 
hand that a turning track would be pre* 
pared leaving room only for two sea* 
mers. ManoJ Prabhakar was performing 
so well that dropping him would have 
been illogical. And there was this huge 
shadow of a gentleman called Kapil Dev. 
That left you with a 10 per cent, (may be 

even less) chance of playing. 

I agree, it was quite frustrating, the wicket did¬ 


n't matter really. I've no mental block against, 
turners. On the contrary, 1 love to bond on any 
track. All I required was a place in the playing 
eleven and I wasn't getting it. j 

Once Paaji got injured, 1 knew this was the 
best time to shoulder additional responsibilit¬ 
ies and to make a permanent place for myself 
in the side. So I gave everything I had and 
luckily things started working. 


JAWAGAL SRINATH 



Date of birth: 31.8.1969 
Birth place: Mysore 

Debut In Test Cricket: V. S Australia, first Test, Brisbane, 1991 -92 
Debut in One day Internationals: V.S Pakistan, Shaijah, on 18.10.1991 
Debut in Ranjl Itophy: V.S Hyderabad, Secunderabad, on 18.11.1989 
Right hand medium fast bowler and right hand batsman. 


In Test Cricket: At A Glance 

T INNS NO RUNS AVGB H.S 100 90 CT 


15 21 

11 

227 22.70 60 

0 2 

7 

BALLS 

MDNS 

RUNS WICKETS 

AVGE 

BB 

3522 

126 

1549 41 

37.78 

4/33 


Against Each Country 


Series 

Opponents 

t" Balls Mdns Runs Wickets 

Avge 

BB 

1991-92 Australia 

5 

1207 

41 

553 

10 

55.30 

3/59 

1992 

Zimbabwe 

1 

264 

13 

104 

3 

34.66 

3/89 

1992-93 South Africa 

3 

833 

33 

313 

12 

26.08 

4/33 

1993 

Sri Lanka 

2 

198 

8 

78 

3 

26.00 

2/42 

1994 

New Zealand 

1 

384 

12 

164 

5 

32A0 

4/60 

1994 

West Indies 

3 

636 

19 

337 

8 

42.12 

4/48 



15 

3522 

126 

1549 

41 

37.78 

4/33 


Highest Innings 

60 [104m, 74 balls, 6X4,1X6] V.SW.l 1st Test Bombay, 1994 

Best Bowling 

4/33: V.S South Africa, Fourth Test, Capetown. 1992-99 


One day Internationals: At a glance 

M INNS NO RUNS AV6E H.S 100's SB's CT 
71 28 12 100 6.25 14 0 0 8 


BALLS RUNS WICKETS AVGB BB 

3567 2530 101 25.04 ^ 5/25 
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There were also repeated allegations 
that you could never be relied upon in 
the slog overs. You've now showed a mar¬ 
ked improvement in this area.... 

The name itself suggests that bowlers will be 
in lor a slog' towards the dosing overs So 
irrespective ot how well you bowl normally 
you end up giving 5-6 runs in an over Which 
IS not too bad 

On the other hand I do agree 1 was giving 
away a lot more runs than I wanted to My mis¬ 
take was to try and gel the batsman out rather 
than contain them But as far as this series was 
concerned I realise that I was thinking a lot 
more That, possibly is the key to the transfor 
mation you're talking about 
Apart from sorting out your prevalent 
problems you also had a major challenge 
coming up. You knew^ that Brian Lara 
would be negotiating you throughout 
the season. Now that the series is over^ 
tell me honestly, after the 375 and 501 
that he scored, were you slightly nervous 
bowling to him? 

No, (very emphatically) no It doesn't really 


matter whether it's Brian Lara, Sachin Tendul¬ 
kar or any other big name You re a bowler 
You're armed with a ball Your opponent has 
got a bat It boils down to a contest between 
bat and ball Nothing else 
So you want me to believe that you were 
never bothered about Lara nor did you 
make any special preparations for him? 
Trust me I made no special preparation Nei¬ 
ther for Lara nor for Hooper or Jimmy Adams 
or whoever Everytime the captain ^landed 
over the ball, I just told myself to keep the 
right line and make the batsman play 
All 1 knew was that if 1 kept the right line it 
won t be very easy for Lara You know, my 
normal delivery is the mswinger which is an 
away' one for the left-handed batsman and 
that s the best ball in cricket The delivery leav¬ 
ing the batsman 

C«i.ay, we're convinced you didn't make 
any special preparations for Lara. But 
standing against him from a distance of 
about 28 yards or more, did the adrenalin 
In you pump a little more? 

No nothing like that really Mind you, I 
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wasn't bowling to him for the first time in my 
career. Lara was a member of the West Indies 
team that played us in the World Series and 
the World Cup. 

By now^ you've bowled to some of the 
world's leading batsmen. Who do you 
reckon is the hardest one to dismiss? 

David Boon is the toughest customer I've ever 
faced. Not Lara 

Now that the series Is over. Have you ana¬ 
lysed the areas where you need to work 
harder? 

The greatest problem in my case is that of con¬ 
tinuity I've realised, unless you play cricket in 
the summer at England you get completely 
out of touch. The gap between the completion 
of the season in India and the beginning of the 
next is pretty long Nearly six months. What 
can you do in these months? You might train 
very hard, go to the gym but that's not 
enough. There is, and can never be. any substi¬ 
tute for match practice Which is why I faced 
all kinds of problems at the beginning of the 
season In the Singer World Series, I wasn't 
getting my rhythm right, and I ended up disap¬ 
pointing everybody. 

Fortunately, this tournament was followed 
by the Buchi Babu Trophy in Madras Since 
Venkatesh Prasad had to play for MRF, I beca¬ 
me the lone fast bowler for Karnataka. That 
was a blessing in disguise. To cover up for him, 
I had to bowl very long spells. After Buchi 
Babu, I played in three-day matches and bowl¬ 
ed a lot there too. Yes, 1 was struggling to get a 
good line and length in Sri Lanka. But now 
I've finally got it back, thanks to continuous 
match practice. 

You said, a long lay off makes you feel 
rusty. Does it also mean that you're eager¬ 
ly looking forward to an offer from the 
English Counties? 

I would love to go there. During that penod 
(April-Sept) cricket is only played in England. 
Forget Counties. Even if I get an offer from a 
league team. I'd still consider it. I'm very keen. 

These days young fast bowlers face a 
Beculiar problem. Normally, they first 
get picked to play in One-dayers where 
the pressure is much more. One bad over 
could cost the side a match. How do you 
look at this problem? 

I agree, it's a major disadvantage. A youngster 
should begin his career in Test matches. There 
he gets an extended run in the sense that on 
an avmge he could bowl thirty overs. With 
experience you can learn and playing a Test Is 



the ideal way to learn. The chances of one bad 
over costing your side a Test match are very 
slim. But in One-dayers that's a genuine fear. 
To succeed in international cricket you requi¬ 
re a lot of confidence and 1 don't think limited 
overs cricket is the ideal platform for an indivi¬ 
dual to gain confidence. 

You seem to have become a yard or two 
faster than before. As a matter of fact, in 
some matches you may've bowled faster 
than the four West Indians. How did you 
increase your pace? 

(Looks hardly enthused by the compliment) 
Well, bowling faster in one particular game is 
no big deal. It's of no use really. Anybody can 
bowl fast on a given day it he gets his rhythm 
right. I think that the real test to me comes 
when you maintain that son of pace for a per¬ 
iod of at least three to four years. That to me is 
the essence of fast bowling. • 
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■ « ame this venue which was once 
famous for a very popular (and vocal) 
spectator stand which has since been 
replaced 
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LOVE STORY 

She's known to the worl4 as 'Lara'sgirlfriend'. But what does 
Leasel Rouedas have to say about Lara and cricket and fame? 

BY GAUTAM BHATTACHARYA 
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L EASEL ROUEDAS hails 

Trinidad. Her home is a few 
kilometres' drive from the 
Port-of-Spain Oval and she 
even claims that she knows a few 
Indians. Yet, astonishingly, she has 
never known that one Sunil Manohar 
Gavaskar exists on this planet. 

"I hardly follow cncket," she claims, 
defending her lack of knowledge. But 
then I mention another Bombayite's 
name and she exclaims, "Oh yeah, 
Tendulkar. I've heard a lot about him." 

Even though the question is 
rhetorical one cannot help but ask 
how. 

"You know, he (Lara) keeps talking 
about him. Sachin did this, Sachin did 
that I" She hastens to add that her 
steady boyfriend and to-be husband 
speaks in glowing terms about Sachin: 
"1 remember Brian telling me that 
'people call me the number one 
batsman in the world. But Tendulkar 
is a tremendous player too.' 

According to Brian, he is his real 
competitor." 

That's Leasel for you. Short, 
round-faced, curly haired and always 
armed with a smile on her face. She 
has no starry airs about her. She is 
much too vivacious for that. Her 


charm is so great that even after half 
an hour of interviewing her, I 
completely forget to take down her 
surname. But I do not attribute it to a 
major professional blunder. Because, 
in any case, her surname is going to 
change within a couple of years The 
faa IS that Leasel Rouedas is 
bethrothed to one Mr Bnan Charles 
Lara, and will be marned to him after 
she finishes her fashion designing 
course. 

Leasers personality is in sharp 
contrast to her boyfriend's 
high-profile image. She is just the 
plain old girl next door and she wants 
her husband to remain as 
down-to-earth as he is presently. 

"I told him the other day," she 
confides, "that 'Brian, you are turning 
down so many requests for 
interviews. I can see your point; that it 
is impossible to satisfy their hunger. 
But when you say 'No', say that 
politely please. Then at least they will 
remember you as a decent human 
being and not as an arrogant brat'." At 
the same time, she tells you that what 
Lara is going through, in these 
post-world record days. Is not exaaly 
anybody's idea of having fun. 

"You know, back home, it's 


CouitMy WalthhaesLaasal in the 
dmaiiM room at Mohali oflor tho VHM 
Indim orow tbo torloa 

different, "she testifies "They all 
know who he IS They 
respect him for that There are times 
when even complete strangers walk 
up to him and say, 'Hello Brian, well 
done!' But they don't bother him. He 
never gets mobbed in Tnnidad or, for 
that matter, in any other West Indian 
island. That was why he was so much 
at sea in England last summer and in 
India, trying to ward off people's 
attention. You cannot imagine the 
kind of intrusions people make in his 
private life. At the same time, he is 
under a lot of pressure to perform 
consistently." 

Leasel, who after completing her 
studies, worked for a brief while in a 
local bank in Tnnidad, says, "Too 
much has happened in Brian's life, 
and that too, much too early and 
abruptly. If you notice, there was 
hardly a few months interval 
between his 375 and the 
record-breaking 501. After that, 
whenever Brian went anywhere, he 
found that expectations had gone 
skyhigh. He felt the pressure, but at 
the same time, he knew that he 


S P O T L I G H T 
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couldn't do anything about it." 

How harassed was he on this Indian 
tour? 

"Very much/' says Lease), "in fact, as 
a result, he wasn't in the best of spirits. 
Which is why he called me up from 
Bombay and asked me to come over." 

Did she realise that her arrival 
proved to be lucky for the West 
Indies? They drew the Nagpur Test 
from the jaws of defeat and went on to 
win at Mohali. 

"'Oh yeah." Leasel giggles and adds, 
"the boys are saying that 1 brought 
luck for them." 

But Leasel was very reclusive after 
she came to India. She did not come 
out into the open, till the fourth day of 
the last Test at Mohali. The veil of 
mystery and confusion that shrouded 
Lara's girlfriend was so much that it 
led to all kinds of speculative stories in 
the press. There were at least five 
different names that were attributed 
to her. One newspaper said that it was 
one Henrietta who was sharing the 
room with Lara. Another newspaper 


named her Julia and Keith Arthurton 
was quoted in the national dailies as 
having said. "She is Nelson Mandela's 
daughter." 

When I tell Leasel this.she bursts out 
laughing and says. "What?! Nelson 
Mandela's daughter? Did Keith say 


that? How funny! Aaually. the boys 
were overproteaive about me. 
Basically. I was staying away from the 
limelight because Brian wants his 
private life to remain private. That was 
why 1 hadn't spoken to a single 
reporter on this tour." 

Leasel follows Lara's exploits on the 
cricket ground closely but her sporting 
passion is golf. She is a golf freak. 
Whenever they are together in 
Trinidad, they can be spotted either at 
the beach or at the golf course. 

"He's a better player than me," she 
says, "his handicap is 18. Mine is 30. 
But still we fight it out quite intensely." 

One cannot help but be inquisitive 
as to why she is contemplating 
marriage after two years? Why can't it 
take place sooner? If you consider 
Lara's fan following among women, 
isn't a long-term plan a slightly risky 
proposition? 

1 ask her and immediately curse 
myself. The question should have 
been sugarcoated a little. The hint was 
too direct. Almost ungentlemanly. 

But Leasel is not offended: "You're 
not the first one to have said this. But 1 
am confident. Brian is one guy who 
can always be trusted." 

And Leasel is confident of playing a 
very long innings in the life of Brian 
Lara. • 
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SPOTLIGHT 


MARY HAS 
ALITTLE 
PLAN... 

...to be the No. 1 player in the world. And as 1994 showed that she has 
come to terms with the turmoil in her private life and her new-found 
confidence makes her a potential No. 1 



T he metamorphosis of Mary 
Pierce from a troubled 
prodigy, abused by her 
fanatical father, into a happy, 
confident, rising star proved a 
Godsend for women's tennis, itself 
struggling, in 1994. 

Nearly a year after Mary fired her 
father, Jim, as coach and obtained a 
legal restraining order forbidding him 
from interfering in her life, she 
spectacularly devastated opponents to 
gain the French Open final. Pierce 
thrashed once-invincible Steffi Graf 
6-2,6-2 with the most lethal female 
groundstrokes ever seen. 

The statuesque, 5'1blonde 
looked elegant doing it, too, in stylish, 
trend-setting dresses. What's more, 
the no-longer-repressed 19-year-oId 
smiled, laughed, bantered with fans 
and genuinely enjoyed herself. 

I lecenily talked with the new Mary 
Pierce—"the true me" as she calls it 
—aflid found her forthright, articulate 
and charming. 
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Last December Pam Shriver 
told me, ''Mary is definitely the 
player to watch to become a big 
star in women's tennis in 1994/' 
How close are you to becoming a 
big star? 

Hmmm. For me, to become a big 
star, I would have to say I'm pretty far 
away because I consider people like 
Chris Evert, Martina Navratilova, 
Steffi Graf, Monica, those people are 
stars. I also don't really like the word 
star too much in tennis. For me, stars 
are more like actors and music people. 
To put it another way, I enjoy it when I 
know that people are excited to come, 
and they watch me and my opponents 
play great tennis, and they have a 
good time. 

Your breakthrough 
tournament came at the 1993 
Virginia Slims Championships 
when you beat Martina and Gaby 
after losing 19 straight times to 
top 10 players. What did that 
tournament mean to you? 

That really helped me a lot because, 
as you know, last year was a difficult 


year for me. That I finally ended my 
year that way was the best I could ever 
have done, other than winning the 
tournament. That really made me 
very happy about myself and my 
tennis. Because previously when I 
had played the top players it was so 
close. And I was always thinking: 
"Gosh, I feel like I have the game to 
beat them, but when am I going to do 
it?" Then when I finally did, that 
definitely gives you the confidence 
that you really can do it when you face 
the top players again. 

Last spring you had another big 
win when yovoverpowered 
Arantxa at Hilton Head. How 
significant was that? 

Definitely significant. Because 
when you do well at a tournament, 
sometimes they might say, "Well, that 
was just once. It'll be hard for her to do 
that again." So, for me to beat Arantxa 
there was also a great match. But 
when 1 played her at the French Open, 
1 was expeaing to beat her. So it was a 
little disappointing when 1 lost to her 
there. 




ModalliiHl it MOllitr |ob that Mary Piarea la 
good at, and wHIi har atanniiig laafca and 
fiflura. It would not bo difficult for hor to got 
modolling asaignmonla onca sba chooaao to 
laavatannit 

At the French Open you were 
totally awesome in crushing 
world No. 1 Graf 6-2,6-2. What 
stands out most In your mind 
about that match'’ 

God! Ii was so wtMrd for me because 
I was so calm and so concentrated and 
so focused that I real)> didn t rcaJire 
what was going on In a way it s a puy 
because I didn i really know what I 
had done then even a couple of days 
after Even a week after the 
tournament I still didn t realize the 
magnitude of my victory I think what 
was best for me was |ust playing 
against Steffi on Center C oun with all 
the French people pulling for me and 
yelling for me When I won the match 
I kind of didn t believe it and I looked 
at my Mom and [coaches] Nick 
(Bolletticnl and Sven [Groeneveldl I 
saw the crowdjust going nuts and 
that was the best feeling ever 

What did your 6-4,6-4 loss in the 
final to Arantxa teach you? 

It taught me not to be nervous 
(Laughter) That is not easy to do 
When 1 played Arantxa I was nervous 
I was thinking too much about 
playing her and that I was in the final 
of the French Open and that I could 
win a Grand Slam All those things 
were working on my mind 

In what ways has Nick 
Bollettieri helped you the most? 

Nick has helped me a lot, not just 
technically but also tactically I get 
along really well with Nick A lot of 
people have certain [negative] 
opinions about Nick because they 
don't really know him He's a very 
generous and caring Iverson He's got a 
good sense of humour so we have fun 
when we praaise We discussed that I 
had to get in better shape because if I 
was going to be winning I'd have to 
play more matches And 1 definitely 
had to get quicker tb compete against 
the top players So I started a heavy 
workout program with a lot of 



foolwork drills in December And 
that's helped a lot 

Who are the key people in your 
life now, and who accompanies 
you to tournaments? 

Sven Grocneveld is with me all the 
time He was working with Arantxa 
Sanchez Vicario before me He's with 
me every day* training at home and 
running and practising and at 
tournaments Nick is there at Grand 
Slams and other selected tournaments 
that he can make because it's hard to 
divide his time between Boris 
[Becker] and me Mom and my 
biothcr [David] have come to the 
French Open and the U S Open Hive 
with my Mom and my brother only 
when I m not playing and I go home 
I'm more independent now 

Do you have a boyfriend? 

Ah ha* No not really a boyfriend 
[But] I have two close male friends 
It's really hard to have a boyfriend* I 
because for me a boyfriend is 
somebody that you re seriously 
involved with And it s leally hard in a 
tennis career to be seriously involve^ 
because you re travelling around so 
much 

Can we have their names? 

No (laughter) 

What traits do you want your 
ideal man to have? 

He has to have a good sense of 
humour He has to be caring and 
generous and intelligent (Laughter) 
fcverythiiig* 

You have a really big game. 

What are the chances youMl win a 
Grand Slam title in 1995? 

That s a difficult question Tennis is 
the first priority in my life now and 
my goal and dream is to win a Grand 
Slam and to be No 1 So I m going to 
work very very hard to achieve that 
If that s in 95 It will be wonderful 
But, if It s in two c)r three or even five 
yeais from now that will still be great 

. At the French Open Bollettieri 
mticized you in two areas. He 


Mary Piarce: iha't got the aiost lathal 
groundstrokas In tha circuit and her 
compatriots art finding thani loo tough to tackla 


said, ^^ou're stupid on the court 
and you're eating too much." Was 
he right? 

I think those were misquotes The 
one quote [1 read] was that [he told 
me] I was not supposed to think while 
I'm playing and just hit the ball 

Maybe it's better if you don't 
read too many papers. 

(Laughter) Yeah I don't read many 
papers 

So we'll just delete that other 
one. 

Well* I mean, those could be true 
The thing I like about Nick is that 
we re both really honest with each 
other He could have probably said 
that* but I didn't read it My diet is also 
something that we have changed 

Chris Evert once said that she 
loved it whenever a writer called 
her "sexy." You have a pretty face 
and a great body. Do you feel the 
same as Chris? 

I don t know how to answer that 
question because sexy for me is also 
something that doesn't go along with 
sports It's another thing like this word 
star I guess it's a compliment, so if 
people say it about me, I wouldn't take 
It badly 

Would you like to be a tennis 
glamour girl tike Gabriela 
Sabatini? 

No* I would like to be an exciting 
and interesting Mary Pierce I'm not 
like Sabatini I have interests other 
ihan tennis but tennis is the most 
important thing for me 1 have done a 
couple of modelling things and some 
photo shoots And that's something I 
have a lot of fun doing So I'd like to be 
versatile 

Recently Steffi Graf said: 

"When you see pictures of 20 
years ago, I think the dresses look 
great." You wear stylish dresses 




and may start a trend back to 
dresses. Please tell me why you 
wear dresses. 

When I started with Nike, and they 
introduced me to the dress at the 
beginning of this year, I thought it was 
the greatest thing ever. They had 
showed it to Mary Joe [Fernandez], 
but she was very hesitant and 
apparently shied away. They said, 
"Would you wear it?" 1 did without 
any questions. I thought it was so cool. 
1 knew that it was going to start 
something, and, of course, bring some 
excitement. People would talk about 
it. Dresses are beautiful and very 
feminine and very classy. It would be 
really neat if other players would start 
to wear dresses, too. 

When Martina In February was 
asked, ^^Who will take your place 
as tennis' spokesperson?" she 
replied: "Of the Americans, It 
could be Mary Pierce or Lindsay 
Davenport. They have the 
interest in the game and the 
brains to go with it." Do you want 
to take the baton from Martina? 

That's a tough thing to do. I feel that 
I can get along with people, and I'm 
very interested in what's going on in 
the game and also in the outside 
world. I feel I can relate well to the 
press. But, you know, Martina is such 
a great person and a great athlete. And 
she's done so much for the game and 
she's very outspoken. It would be 
hard to take her place. 

Sixteen months ago, you 
showed a lot of courage by telling 
the world about your personal 
trials and traumas in a 
remarkable Sports Illustrated 
cover story ("Why Mary Pierce 
Fears For Her Life"). In retrospect, 
do you think you did the right, 
thing? 

I think it was the right thing to do. I 
don't regret anything about that 
because people had done a lot of 
talking about it [my family turmoil] 
everywhere I'd go. At every press 
conference they'd ask me questions 
about it. So I thought, OK, I'm going to 
do an article and this is it, this is what 
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everybody needs to know. Then 
they'll all read it, and they'll know, 
and they won't have to talk about it 
anymore. It'll be over. 

You once remarked, "I never 
forget my goals. 1 know what I 
want." What exactly do you 
want? And how close are you to 
getting it? 

Well, I'm pretty far from reaching 
my goals. (Laughter) I try to set 
realistic goals every year. My goal last 
year was to make the Virginia Slims 
Championships. This year it's to finish 
in the Top 5. I've been able to achieve 
my goals every time for the year that I 
set them. But for my career lifetime 


WMi liar parional probloms lafft bahind, Mary 
Piarca bat a nawr-round canfidanca that hat 
IHlad bar gaina ta graat baightt 


goals, it's to be No. 1 and to win Grand 
Slams [tournaments]. 1 haven't done 
that yet. It's a very, very difficult thing 
to do. But I'm going to keep working 
hard. 

At the 1994 French Open you 
confided: ^a'm finally becoming 
Mary Pierce the player. It was 
always, ^Mary Pierce and her 
father did this or that/ Now it's 
Just Mary Pierce. The true me is 
finally coming out." Who and 


what is "the true me''? 

Before, our family would always be 
together all the time so my Dad would 
be the one talking to everybody. And I 
really never got to be myself. I think 
the first time I was able to do things on 
my own and really just do normal life 
things was after the U.S. Open last 
year. I took a break and lived with 
some friends just by myself for a 
coupleof weeks. That really, really 
helped me a lot—just to open my eyes 
to the world and see wfiat's really 
going on in normal everyday life and 
really open up and find out who I am 
and how I act. And just to go and talk 
to people, just by myself. That may 
seem very, very weird. # 


24 



Q 


READERS 

UIZ 


QUESTIONS 


The Shah of Iran 
»and Pt. Nehru had a 


sport in common. Which 
sport was it? 

2 The Hiroshima 
• Asian Games 
Mascots were.... 

3 Which Mughal 
• Emperor had been 
called. The Patron of Polo'? 


4 The 'Pride Of The 
• Pampas' refers to 
which women tennis 

Answer to Q. No. 5 



player? 

5 Who said on his visit 
• to India, "1 loved 
every bit of it. I will come 
back again"? 

What has 336 


6 What has 
• dimples? 


7 What was the board 
• game played by 
British officers in the wake 
of the first Indian war of 
Independence in 1857? 


8 If willow is to cricket 
• bat, what type of 
wood is it for sporting rifles? 

9 In the ninth Delhi 
• Asian Games, there 


9 In the ninth Delhi 
• Asian Games, there 
were two demonstration 
sports. One was 'sepak 
takraw' What was the 
other? 


X U • reglSlifli^htl^ 
'ke nanghuan'— 
capturing of wild pigs—is a 
local sport? 

n He became the 
• oldest man to 
climb Mount Everest in 
October 1993. Who is be? 

'I ^ Which famous 
X aw • world badminton 
player goes by the 
nickname. Twinkle 
Toes'? 

1 1 Which unique 
X 3 •athleticeventhas 
the winning team moving 
backwards? 

1 A What is the 
X • better-known 
name of Namgual Wangdi, 
born in Nepal? 
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WORLD OF TENNIS 


O NE of the conditions that 
Arthur Ashe insisted on 
when he visited South Africa in 
1973 That "I wouldn't play in 
front of a segregated au^encc 

P ER CENTofthe252 

speaators at the U S Open 
who, in a Tennis Week poll said 
they would like to see a return to 
wo^ rackets 28 
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W HAT Arthur Ashe 

prediaed m 1970 when 
the Virginia Slims tour was 
created That a separate women's 
tour "won't draw flies " 

P LAYER that Liza Minnelli said 
was "one of the most exciting 
men I have ever known ' Vilas 
Gerulaitis 

W HAT Martina Navratilova 
said her biggest and 
proudest career achievement is 
Her record 74-match winning 
streak 

W HAT Andre Agassi 
considers No 1 in 
importance in his life ' My 
relationship with God " 


W HAT world No 14 Andrei 
Medvedev of Ukrame says 
he'd like to be if he weren't a pro 
tennis player A politiaan 


R acket that has helped a 
tennis pro win a Grand Slam 
tournament every year since its 
mtroduaionm 1984 The Wilson 
ProStaff 


C ELEBRITY who held a press 
conference after Andre 
Agassi beat Michael Stich in the 
U S Open final Actress Brooke 
Shields, Agassi's girlfriend 


'-.'"A 







W HAT the late Jean Borotra, 
one of the famous "Pour 
Musketeers" who led France to 
Davis Cup titles from 1927 to 
1932, did to prolong his career at 
age 92: He paid for three lessons 
to develop a two-handed 
forehand. 

T A 7 FA TOUR player who gives 
VV motivational speeches to 
groups: 14-year-old Venus 
Williams. 



P ER CENT of people m a recent 
Prince Sports survey who 
found tennis pros boring: 74. 


P ER CENT of people in the 
same survey who thought the 
, pro game was too powerful: 74. 


W HAT John McEnroe said 
was one of the greatest 
compliments he ever received: 
When people said "1 was an artist 
on the court" 

W HAT Martina Navratilova 
said she would like 
inscribed on her tombstone: "She 
served and vtdieyed her way 
through life." 

CompiM by Paul Fan 



VOICES 


QUOTES OF 
THE YEAR 

A New Year offering of cricketing sayings 


KAPIL HAS not broken Hadlee s record, 
he has merely gone past iL That he is a 
groat bowler is not m question, but it has 
been painful to watch him surpass the 
record. 

Former Indian chairman of selectors 
Raj Singh on Kapil Dev 

IF WE HAVE appeared to have batted in a 
hurry, it is because the batsmen want to 
make the most of their short stay before 
the umpires do them in. 

Sri Lankan manager Bandula 
Warnapura on Indian umpires. Sri 
Lanka lost all three Tests of the series 
by an innings 

WHEN HE a boy. ah soak de bat and he 
drink de oil. 

Shivnarine Chanderpaul's uncle 
Martin on his nephew's successful 
Test debut at 19 

TOO INTERESTED in making money. 
England team manager Keith Fletcher 
on Robin Smith, before the final Test 
in West Indies. Smith made 175 in the 
final Test 

SOME BECOME arrogant Some become 
difficult Some forever will remain socipl 
misfits. It doesn't concern them. Their 
only concern is staying on board the 
team, because the alternative is 
anonymity 

Ian Wooldridge in the Daily Mail, 
linking magnificent West Indian fast 
bowling against England to poverty, 
drugs, violence and other social evils 

ENGLISH AND Australian journalists 
hatqikrked if Curt would quit He don't 
avail start doing anything. Ha has already 
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given me what is mine. He has to work 
now on things for himself, whan he isn't 
playing. 

Curtly Ambrose's mother Hillie, after 
England collapsed to 46 all out 
(Ambrose 6 for 24) at Trinidad 


RAIN AND bad light have followed me 
about all my life. 

Dickie Bird, fearing the worst 



MY EFFORT should disprove that India 
cannot produce fast bowlers. For IS 
years, that has bean my great 
motivation 

Kapil Dev, on passing Sir Richard 
Hadlee's Test-wickets record 

I'M NOT into drugs. I'm high-spirited 
enough without them. 

Yorkshire left-arm spinner Richard 
Stemp, who failed a drugs test in 1992 
after his drinks were spiked 


I WAS EATING too much junk food. I was 
overweight. I was never a porker, but I 
was known as 'Guzzler*. I ate and drank 
too much. 

New England fast bowler Darren 
Gough on life as a single lad 

FRASER REMINDS ipe of my favourite 
things, aeroplanes. His bowling is like 
shooting down F 16s with slingshots. 
Even if they hit, no damage would be 
done. Like an old horse, he should be put 
out to pasture 

Former West Indian fast bowler Colin 
Croft on Angus Fraser after England's 
defeat in Guyana 

I'M JUST PLEASED to have bowled as 
well as Colin Croft did every day of his life. 
Fraser's response, after taking 8 for 75 
in England's victory at Bridgetown 
COR, HE doesn't half swear a lot. 

Young member of Yorkshire Academy 
XI, adjusting to life under new captain 
Brian Close (above) 

I CANT see the ball, but I can still hear it 
whistle. 

Close, now 63, after a matchwinning 
39 not out 

HE'S HAD A fantastic season, but I 
wondered what was going on down 
there. Cricket's about trying to win a game. 
Ray Dlingworth on Lara's 501 which 
came in a match which Warwickshire 
(810 for 4 dec) drew with Durham 
(556 for 8 dec) 

I CAN FORGIVE, but I can't forget 
Basil D'Oliveira, weighing up 
whether to accept an invitation to the 
first Test between England and South 
Africa In 29 years. 
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WeVa chosan the team, heaping the 
sacemt and third Testa in mind 
Gundappa Vishwanath, chairman of 
the Indiao Selection Committee, on 
announcing the team to play th)§ 

West Indies in the first Test only. 

MY LIFE IS back te nermai. in fact if s 
never bean abnormal 

Phil Tufneli on his return to the 
England team. Less than three 
months previously he had been found 
guilty of two charges of assault against 
his former girlfnend, who then made 
a series of tabloid allegationsabout him 

WHAT NUMBER ia Snow White batting? 

John Emburey to Mike Gattmg as 
Middlesex worked their way through 
Glamorgan's middle order of Coney, 
Dalton and Phelps, none of whom is 
taller than 5 ft Sins 

THE ACTION of having dirt in his pockata 
to dry the ball was foolish inthaoxtromo 
and cannot ba condonod, particularly 
whan dona by a Tost captain. 

ICC referee Peter Burge on the 
'Atherton Affair' 

In Pro-War days, tha playars wort 
aflowad to mb tha ball on tha ground. 
Mika was only robbing ibo ground an tha 
ball. 

Tony Cozier 


SAY GOOD MORNING to Ray Illingworth 
as ha loavas his hotal and ha will twitch 
his nosa, rub his hands and daclaro that 
'Wind is in right diraction for a fow ovars 
of autswing with the soeand now ball from] 
tha top and, though it might ba too cold to 
swing, so England had bettor hasp a 
fialdor at daapish backward short lag for 
so-and-so's pick-up shot * 

Tony Lewis m the Daily Telegraph 

HE IS ONE of our bast batsman, but fm not 
going to tolarato part-tims players who 
want to pick and cbooso which sorios 
they play in. 

Illingworth on Graham Gooch 

IT WILL GO down as one of the most 
absurd pronouncomonts of all time 
£2000 bocauso ho used dirt. Ho used dirt 
to dry his fingsrs. Thoy ars doing that 
ovary day of the wsok oxcopt that ho 
chosa to save time, for which ho ought to 
bo appiaudsd, by putting tha dirt into his 
pocket 

WCM Editor David Frith 

IDONT understand about all this 
tampering and rovsrse swing. In my day 
you bowled inswing or outswing 

Denis Compton 



I Snu don't think this SOOmakoamaa 
graat eriekatar. fva stiH muab fn iaam, 
Brian Lara, after his 501 notout 
against Durham 


YOU HAVE got to lot the figures speak for 
thsmssives I don't mind watting mysoif if 
I'm going to avsrago 80 against England. 

Steve Waugh, responding to recycled 
allegations that he was the ringleader 
of Australia's sledging but was 
'wetung himself' when facing 
England's fast bowlers m 1993 



SALIM OOESNT know H yot but ha's 
about to becomo a part of Tost history. 
Austrahan fast bowler Damien 
Flenung, on a hat-trick m his first Test 
before bowling to Salim Malik, who 
had 237 at the time. Salim was caught 
behind 

YOU GUYS ara history. You'ro going to 
pay for it 

Devon Malcolm, after being struck by 
a first-bail bouncer from South 
Africa's Fame de Villiers in the Oval 
Test. Malcolm later took 9 for 57 as 
England romped to victory 

WE HAVE to bo whiter than white. I 
wouldn't roally think Michaol has dona 
anything illagal but I didn't want te him te 
havo this round his nock for tha rosi of his 
iifo. 

Ray Illingworth, who fined Atherton 
£2000 

David Hopps 

WtSOEMCnOKETMONIMLY 
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By winning the World Cup, Pakistan 
reiterated that they are stilt a force to reckon with 
in world hockey. And Shahbaz Ahmed who steered 
Pakistan to this win proved that artistic hockey has 
not died 


BY DAVID McMAHON. 
MELBOURNE 

OU could forgive Shahbaz 
Ahmed if he put down the 
job description "space 
explorer" as a profession on 
his passport. In an age where hockey 
has changed beyond the 
comprehension of all those who 
brought India its swag of Olympic gold 
medals, this man is truly the only 
player in the world who creates space 
in the fashion of the game's ancient 
wizards. 

Although India won the hockey 
gold at the 1980 Moscow Olympics, 
Asian teams have had little success in 
the major international tournaments 
in the Eighties and Nineties (even 
Pakistan's three previous World Cups 
were in 1971. 1978 and 1982). The 
international trend was that 
European teams called the shots and 
dominated the world arena. Now, 
with Pakistan's victory in Sydney, the 
Asian style could win greater acclaim 
than it ever has in the past two 
decades. That, in the broader picture, 
is of even greater significance than 
Pakistan's wonderful victory. 

Even the most creative players now 
at the peak of world hockey seem to 
have little time or space. They get the 
ball-lliey gain a few yards. Then they 

30 



Shahbaz Ahmad: probably the only 
Intornational playor who can still woave 
magic with his hockoy stick 


must pass or risk being stopped by an 
opponent. 

But Shahbaz? No, not him. He is an 
artisan, a stickwork maestro who 
rekindles memories of the game as an 
an form, where one could duck and 
weave and feint and swerve and 
thread the ball through one obstacle 
after another without being snared. 

If you watched him in action 
against Argentina during the just 







concluded World Cup on Australian 
soil you would have seen exactly 
what I mean. There was Shahbaz, in 
centre field, his stick caressing the ball 
this way and then that, drawing it at 
will in this direction and then another, 
almost as though the ball was 
magnetised exclusively to his stick. 

He begins threading his path 
towards the goalmouth. Facing him 
are three Argentinian defenders. But 


do they advance and challenge him? 
No. They are not courageous enough, 
not confident enough of their own 
skills, to step out and pit themselves 
against him. So Shahbaz advances. 
And the three defenders start moving 
backwards. They are conceding 
ground to this man. Metre after metre, 
quicker than it takes in the telling, 
Shahbaz advances menacingly. Still 
they back-pedal, conceding ground 


till he is at the top of the circle. Now 
they have no choice. They must 
intercept him. They make their move, 
darting forward for the first time. But 
Shahbaz has anticipated it perfectly. 
He has passed the ball to a teammate. 
Pakistan wins 3-0 Shahbaz does not 
score on the day, but it is he who has 

Tha World Cm win MW tbt rMwiMtiM «i 
PakMnn iioeVov.o«<MWonaainthovaft 
Mill Mon M world boalon 






etched the canvas on which Pakistan 
paints a viaory 

The team marches through the 
draw, beating hosts Australia and 
then disposing of The Netherlands on 
penalty strokes after the scores were 
locked at 1 -1 after coming back from 
being one goal down In the shootout 
Flores Jan Bovelander missed for The 
Netherlands with the second flick 
while Mohammed Shafqat then 
missed with Pakistan s fihh flick 
before goalkeeper Mansoor Ahmed 
saved Jeroen Delmee s shot in a 
spectacular fashion to give Pakistan a 
record fourth World Cup title In fact, 
Pakistan had much to thank Mansoor 
for, as It was he who dived to his left to 
keep out German captain Christian 
Blunck in the semi-final shootout 

Ironically, it was the Dutch who 
had beaten Pakistan m Lahore in 1990 
to win the last World Cup This loss, in 
the 1994 final m Sydney was also 
significant because it ended a 27-game 
winning streak for The Netherlands, 
who were loommg ominously for the 
1996 Olympics Pakistan only 
dropped one match at this 
tournament, a 2-0 aberration to 
England in a Pool A game albeit when 
Shahbaz was injured and Tahir 
suspended 

But the architea of the overall 
World Cup victory was Shahbaz, who 
IS 28 now and already, in the wake of 
Pakistan s triumph talking in terms of 
a second retirement There was one 
period earlier when he thought he 
had had enough, but he was talked in 
to returning to the helm tor the 
benefit of his country s hockey future 
He will play for a year on Japanese 
soil, for a sum believed to be about 
$70 000 and then he will return to 
Pakistan, to his family 

He was 18 when he was invited to 
join a national hockey camp and 
almost instantaneously found himself 
wearing the national colours Now 10 
years later the Western media, 
reverentially asks if he is the best 
player in the game s history 

He is modest, this man He simply 
says, ''Everybody is a good player of 
his own time If I say Vm the best so 
far, it's not a good deosion We have 



had a lot of good players, I think Fm a 
good player of my time and they were 
good players of their time " Yet, to put 
his modesty in perspective, nine times 
in his illustrious career he has been 
voted the best player at international 
tournaments 

Strangely enough, despite his aura 
and his skills, Pakistan had never won 
a World Cup or an Olympic gold 
medal Now, with victory in the 1994 
World Cup, Shahbaz has managed to 
silence the cntics who pointed out 
that a true measure of greatness is 


KIdt taka to fliallaM daring a braak. If naia 

saa a lakindlino of apaeialor InlifMl in a I 
ao afcom off Hi past glary 


what a team wms, rather than how an 
individual performs "Xhe wall is full 
of trophies/' he said before the fmal 
agamst The Netherlands. "The 
problem is, 1 couldn't win any big 
tournaments, you know. 1 deaded I 
am going to win this cup, but nobody 
knows what is going to happen 
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tomorrow. But my team is playing 
well, working hard and, by the grace 
of God, Ihope wedo well and we win." 

And what of Australia, of whom we 
expected so much? They won bronze, 
beating, nay thrashing Germany 5-2. 
They had not scored more than two 
goals in a match until they met 
Germany, hampered by the first-half 
absence of German captain Christian 
Blunck. Hie last time the two trams 
had met in a nutiof tournament was in 
the final of the Chamidons'Trtqihy in 


Kuala Lumpur last year, which 
Australia won 4-0. 

Australian coach Frank Murray did 
not mince his words. "We were 
determined to show the public how to 
play hockey, but it was a couple of 
days too late. These matches are 
always difficult to play in because you 
come here trying to win the 
tournament and if you don't, then it 
doesn't matter whether you finish 
second or sixth. I was pleased with the 
ball movement today, it's what we 
would have liked through the week. 


But I think that's got to do with 
pressure, against the Dutch it was a 
different style of game and when you 
get a couple of goals early it opens the 
game up." 

And what of Shahbaz, the man who 
brought the sub-continental style of 
hockey its first major trophy in almost 
13 years? He reckons he will not be 
back. "Now I'm going to give the 
chance to become the man of the 
tournament to other players," he 
quipped as he turned his back on the 
world arena. • 
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The best and worst 
of tennis in 1994 


BEST EARLY ROUND 
MATCH—Underrated Julie 
Halard's thrilling first round 6-2, 
1-6,7-6 upset over 
second-seeded Arantxa Sanchez 
Vicano at the Virginia Slims 
Championships. A spectacular 
diving volley winner by Halard 
Ignited her 7-2 tiebreaker. 

t 

BEST NAVRATILOVA 
NUMBERS—In a sport not 
especially statisucal, these 
Navratilova numbers should be 
memorable: a record nine 
Wimbledon singles titles, a 
doubles Grand Slam in 1984, a 
record 167 singles and a record 
165 doubles titles, an (Open Era) 
74-match record winning streak 
in singles, a record 109 
consecutive doubles match 
victories (with partner Pam 
Shnver), a No.l ranking for 
seven years, 18 career Grand 
Slam singles mles, and six 
consecutive Grand Slam singles 
titles in 1983-84. 



BEST DEPTH-I—Maligned for 
supposedly lackmg depth, 
women's tennis showed plenty at 
upset-riddled Wimbledon. Both 
the No. 1 and No.2 seeds failed to 
reach the quarterfinals in a Grand 
Slam championship for the first 
time in the Open Era. 

BEST FIGHTER—Arantxa 
Sanchez Vlcario. In three 
matches 1994, the tireless, 
temKRnis Spaniard fought off 
match points to beat Steffi Graf, 
the most momentous comeback 
being at the U.S. Open in a 
thrilling 1-6,7-6,6-4. final. 
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ECDOTES 


BESTDBPTHII—A host of 
hungry, giant-kilhng qualifiers 
wreaked havoc at the Mercedes 
Italian Open. Qualifier Federica 
Fortuni upset 16th-seeded 
Minam Oremans 7-6,6-4; 
qualifier Redka 2^ubakova 
knocked off six-seeded Amanda 
Coetzer 6-0,7-5; qualifier 
Adnana Serra-Zanetti upset 
fourth-seeded Anke Huber 2-6, 
6-3,6-3 and lOth seeded Brenda 
Schultz 6-2,6-1, and qualifier 
Kanna Habsudova stunned fifth 
seeded Mary Pierce 6-2,6-3 en 
route to the semifinals. 

BEST BRmSH RESULTS • Aging 
(32) veteran Jeremy Bates, 
ranked only No. 131, captured 
the $200,000 Korean Open to 
become the first Bntish player to 
win an ATP Tour men's singles 
title since 1977 Also, for the 
second time in three years, he 
reached the Wimbledon round of 
16 to give long-suffering British 
fans something to cheer about. 

WORST U.S. SHOWING—For 
the second straight year—but 
only the third time in the 
108-year history of the U.S. 
women's singles 
championship—no American 
reached the semifinals. 

BEST LOSS—Yvegeny 
Kafelnikov, ranked no.60 came 
within two poinu of the best win 
of his life when he extended 
world No.l Pete Sampras to 6-3, 
2-6,6-3,1 -6,9-7 before losing in 
the Australian Open second 
round. “The guy is good and he's 
young, he has some of the best 
groundies I've ever played 
against," pnisedSampras. , 

BBSTSBLPGONnDENCE • After 


crushing Michael Chang 6-4,6-1, 
6-3 m the Wimbledon quarters, 
Pete Sampras commented' 
“Today's tennis was pretty much 
flawless on my side. I feel like I 
can stay back with the Agassis 
and Couriers and serve and 
volley with the Beckers and the 
Edbergs." 

WORST USTA STA’nSTICS - At 
the 1994 USTA annual meeting, 
only 35 minutes were spent 


discussing its $210 million U.S. 
Open stadium project and only 
20 of the record 682 registered 
USTA volunteers there attended 
the meeting. Secondly, none of 
the USTA's 120 area junior 
training centres is located in a 
black community. 

BEST PLAYING STYLE 
CRITIQUE - “I see a lot of players 
playing like Chris (Evert) today, 
that baseline style—but none like 
me," observed Martina 


Navratilova, the sport's greatest 
serve and volleyer ever, during 
the Italian Open. 

WORST ATP TOUR RULES - The 
IBM/ATP Tour's “Best 14" 
ranking rule which counts only a 
player's best 14 tournament 
results and throws out his other 
tournaments, 10 or more in 
many players' cases. Denounced 
by nearly all the top players, this 
rule blunder has produced 


inaccurate and unfair rankings 
since 1990. Second, the 
legalisation of guarantees at 
World Series (middle-level) 
tournaments is likewise 
unethical to the time-honoured 
principle that a player should 
receive in prize money (only) 
what he earns by wlrming on the 
court in tournament matches. 
Third, byes for seeded players 
provide an unfair, undeserved 
advantage—an unequal suiting 
positlon->-in a talent-deep sport. 
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BEST DAVIS CUP UPSET 
(TEAM) - A nurade comeback, 
achieved with a little luck and a 
lot of determination and skill, 
sent Sweden mto its nmth Davis 
Cup Fmal (against Russia) Down 
2*0 and seemingly beaten against 
the favoured United States after 
the first day, Sweden's new top 
team of Jan Apell and Jonas 
Bjorkman defeated former 
college teammates Jared Palmer 
and Jonathan Stark Stefan 
Edberg levelled the semi-final 
when Pete Sampras, suffenng 
from a strained hamstnng 
musde, was forced to retire after 
losing the first set Hero, Magnus 
Laisson then delivered the coup 
de grace by upsetting world no 6 
■ Todd Martin 5-7,6-2,6-2,6-4 


All players must play the same 
number of matches to win a 
tournament 

BEST DAVIS CUP UPSET 
(PLAYER) - Unknown 
Hunganan Jozsef Krocsko 
stunned Henn Leconte 6-4 7-6, 
6-3 in host France's 4-1 
first-round Davis Cup tnumph 

BEST KING IDEA - Billie Jean 
King who founded the Team 
Tennis pro league in the 1970s 
would like to apply the team 
tennis concept to junior 
competition I love team 
spurts King said It is good 
when a boy or girl has the 
opportunity to contribute on an 
equal level What do you think? 

BESTPRAISFTO WIMBLEDON - 
After competing in her 11 th fmal 
and 22nd and last time at 
Wimbledon Martina Navratilova 
praised its mystique 1 loved 
Wimbledon from the first time I 
knew about it and it s been 
recprocated Its like a 
relationship where you love that 
person more and more I feel this 
place in ray bones I feel all those 
champions out there, dead and 
abve, when I m out there There's 
no place like It ' 
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BEST LESSON LEARNED - 
''Sometimes 1 almost wish I 
didn't have a lot of the talent I 
have. In college it was a lot easier 
for me to win some matches not 
playing 100 per cent, just relying 
on my talent and athleticism. 
Now I can't rely on that." (Lisa 
Raymond, who is having 
problems cracking the top 50, 
after losing 7-5, 6-1 to Arantxa 
Sanchez Vicario at the Virginia 
Slims of Florida). 

BEST MARTINA 
CONFIDENTIAL I - "Tennis was 
my catalyst Ijust wanted to be 
the best, period, and 1 didn't thmk 
of it as a futile quest. I thinkat 
made me more perseverant, a 
stronger person; and on the 


downside I think it stunted my 
growth in personal 
relationships," confided Martina 
Navratilova who believes her 
relationship with Polish-born 
Danda Jaroljmek, an artist in 
London, is her most serene yet. 

BEST NON-TITLE MATCH - 
Andre Agassi repeatedly battled 
from behind—including a 1 - 5 
deficit in the fifth set—before 
succumbmg 6-5, 6-7,7-5, 2-6, 
7-5 to equally relentless Thomas 
Muster in one of the most 
compelling French Open 
matches in years. Agassi, the 
1990 and '91 runnerup at Pans, 
but unseeded because of his 
No. 19 ranking, left the court to a 
hero's ovation though he lost. 


BEST MARTINA 
CONFIDENTIAL U - "I needed 
that (tennis glory) before, but not 
now. My self-esteem doesn't 
come from tennis, and if I were 
No. 1 right now, it would not 
make me a happier person. 1 
think I used to think I was better 
as a person because I was No.l, 
but that was just the arrogance of 
youth talking," said Navratilova. 

WORST U.S. OPEN REFORM - 
The USTA's misguided decision 
to make the U S. Open draw by 
computer. It dehumanizes a 
wonderful tradition and is hardly 
error-proof. In 1993 it 
embarrassed the USTA when it 
produced one player too many 
for the women's singles event. 
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WORST LOSS - Steffi Grafs 
shocking 7-5,7-6 first-round 
Wimbledon loss to unseeded Lori 
McNeil produced these worst 
firsts: Graf became Wimbledon's 
first women's defending 
champion to lose her opening ^ 
match; she became the first No. 1 
women's seed to lose in the first 
round of a Grand Slam event 
since Virginia Ruzici lost to Mary 
Sawyer at the 1979 Australian 
Open; and she lost two straight 
matches for the first time since 
1984-85, havmg previously lost 
to Mary Pierce in the French 
Open semifinals. 

BEST VAUD COMPLAINT - In 
1995 the women will abandon 
their one-week, one-site-a-year 
Federation Cup format and adopt 
a schedule similar to the Davis 
Cup . Gigi Fernandez nghtly 
critiosed its chief flaw; "I think 
the format is terrible because it 
puts the doubles as the fifth 
match. Who wants to travel 
halfway around the world for 
what could be a meaningless 
match?" Put another way: 
doubles should not be devalued 
or even discounted! 

BEST PIERCE ENDORSEMENT - 
"She can play so aggressively off 
the return, she's got the 
physique, she's lean, she's tall 
and she definitely has the shots. I 
don't see anything that's 
missing." (Steffi Graf, endorsing 
Mary Pierce as a future No. 1). 

BEST ATTITUDE CHANGE- Jim 
Courier, who sometimes used to 
get grumpy when things went 
badly, told the local press at the 
'Mldii)^ CUdo Open; "I'm happy 
1^ and I'm happy to be 
French Riviera. My 
lifelftgli^Mst pei(M. I have a 
careerlhid a perfea family, and 
the fact that I lose a tennis match 
isn't going to change all that I 
made that decision a week or 10 
days ago, Ihere's IK) reason for 
me to be moody." 





BESTCONCHITA 
COFIDENT1AL- "AU my friends 
say diet I am a different person on 
Jl^mnis court. I change touUy 
^!||yyn^me mote aggressive. But 
It court, and I 

rj1w^si|5 quiet again. I have no 
Interest at all in being a star." 
(Wimbledon champion Conchita 
Martinez). 

BEST ALTRUIST - Andrea Jaeger, 
who ranked No. 2 in the world 
before a chronic shoulder injury 
ended her career at age 20, 
created the Kids Stuff 
Foundation with her own money 
and has brought joy and hope to 
hundreds of chil^n with cancer 
and life-threatening diseases at 
her Silver Lining Ranch in Aspen, 
Colorado. Jaeger, now 29, runs 
the program full-time, 
year-round, unpaid and has 
received vital support from John 
McEnroe, Martina Navratilova, 
Andre Agassi and Prince Bandar 
of Saudi Arabia. 

WORST SELES NEWS- Monica 
Seles'February 16 
announcement that she had no 
definite plans to return to the pro 
tour in 1994. An August 30 story 
m the New York A»t reported 
that she had put on 28 pounds by 
binging on junk food. 

BEST PROMOTIONAL IDEA- 
Prince's video exchange 
program. To encourage Atlanta 
area youngsters to get off the 
couch and onto the tennis court. 
Prince gave the first 200 parents a 
free Prince Junior racket and a 
can of tennis balls in exchange for 
a video game cartridge. 

BEST COMEBACK- Darren 
Cahill a 28-year-old Australian 
who had undergone seven knee 
operations and hadn't won an 
IBM/ATP Tour match in nearly 
three years, roared back at the 
Newsweek Champions Cup in 
March and upset No. 5 seed 
Goran Ivanisevic and No. 11 
MarcRosset. 



WORST ANALYSIS- Before 
Wimbledon started, 1993 finalist 
Jana Novotna told The Sunday 
Times ol London, 'T think this 
year Is much too much for 
Martina. Everything (she does) is 
much too much slower. Her will 
is there, but the body just can't do 
it anymore." Novotna ate her 
words when 37-ycar-old 
Navratilova whipped her 5-7, 

6-0,6-1 in the Wimby quarters 
and went on to the final. 


BEST CHOKER CHARGE- Miffed 
at Novotna's criticism of 
Navratilova, Gigi Fernandez, 
Martina's friend and formerly 
Jana's doubles partner, 
countered: "Jana's the biggest 
choker I've ever seen. First you 
have to be aware of it, then deal 
with it, then get over it. It's so 
simple, but she's choked all her 
life. She's done it in singles and 
doubles." 


BEST "IN MEMORIAM"- Lew 
Hoad, a charismatic, 1950s star 
from Australia, died July 3 in 
Marbella, Spain, at 59. Hoard, a 
muscular power player and gifted 
athlete, amassed 13 singlesand 
doubles titles at Grand Slam 
events and barely missed 
achieving the Grand Slam in 
1956 when doubles partner Ken 
Rosewall beat him in a four-set 
US Championships final. He and 
Rosewall led Australia to Davis 
Cup titles in 1953, '55 and '56. 
Another tennis legend, Pancho 
Gonzales, recalled: "If I had to 
play a huge match, a major final 
or a Davis Cup match, the one 
man I would fear is Lew Hoad." 

BEST "IN MEMORIAM"- 
Ellsworth Vines, an 
explosive-serving Californian 
who won the US Championships 
twice, and the Wimbledon once 
in the early 1930s, died March 17 
at 82. His awesome power made 


Vines unbeatable when he was 
"on," and his dazzling 6-4,6-2, 
6-0 victory over Burmy Austin in 
the 1932 Wimbledon final 
where he averaged 2.5 aces per 
serving game, brought him 
lasting fame. Vines also reigned as 
the world professional champion 
for five years and later played on 
the pro golf tour for 15 years. 

BEST "IN MEMORIAM"- Jean 
Borotra, one of France's 
legendary "Four Musketeers" 
who helped capture six Davis 
Cups from 1927 to 1932, died at 
age 95 on July 17. "The 
Bounding Basque," known for 
his dashing manner and 
attacking game, captured 15 
Grand Slam titles, 10 of them in 
doubles. Borotra, who continued 
playing regularly well into his 
90s, once said, "The only regret I 
have is the feeling that I will die 
without having played enough 
teimis." 
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BEST COURT CRinqUE-At the 
US Open, observant Pete 
Sampras blasted the condition of 
the stadium court. "This is the 
biggest tournament in the United 
States, and they should have 
level courts." That valid criticism 
also applies, unfortunately, to 
thousands of poorly constructed 
courts across the country. 

WORST ILLEGAL COACHING- 
Coach Hana Mandlikova's illegal 
hand signals to Jana Novotna 
during her U.S. Open semifinals 
against Steffi Graf. 

BEST "IN MEMORIAM"- Marcel 
Bernard, a shrewd, stylish 
lefthander who won the 1946 
French men's singles title, died 
April 29 at 89. Bernard won 29 of 
42 rubbers in a Davis Cup career 
that stretched from 1935 to 1956, 
and served as president of the 
French Tennis Federation from 
1969 to 1972. 

BEST LETTER TO THE EDITOR- 
"The fate of Jennifer Capriati, the 
tennis prodigy who took on too 
much, had to leave the game and 
is now in substance-abuse 
therapy, is an example of the 
predictable, preventable abuse 
that pervades youth sports," 
wrote Mark I. Pitman, M.D., 
Chief of Sports Medidne, 

Hospital for Joint Diseases, in The 
New York Times. "The fault lies 
not only with the parents, but 
with the coaches and officials 
who control not only tennis, but 
other professional as well as 
amateur athletics involving 
children. The actions of tennis 
officials who altered the rules for 
Jennifer Capriati—changes made 
solely to allow her to play at an 
earlier age, and in more 
tournaments thanpreviously 
permitted—are inexcusable." 

BEST UPSET I-World No. 108 
Silvia Patina of Italy, who hadn't 
won a single game in two 
previous matdies against 
GabtleU Sabatini, upset SdMtini 



2-6,6-2,6-4 in the first round of 
the French Open. 

BEST UPSET n- Argentina's 
Bettina Fulco - Villella, ranked a 
lot^y No. 231, shocked No.4 
Martina Navratilova at the 
Virginia Slims of Houston by 1 -6, 
6-4,6-3. 

BEST UPSET m- A15-year-old 
Czech named Dudmila 
Varmuzova, ranked 638th in the 
world, stuimed French Open 
finalist Mary Pierce 6-4,6-4 at a 
21 -and-under tournament at 


Eastbourne, England. 

BEST MEN'S UPSET I- 
Moroccoan qualifier Karim 
Alami, ranked No. 205, shocked 
world No. 1 Pete Sampras 3-6, 

6- 2,6-4 in the opening round of 
the Qatar Open. 

BEST MEN'S UPSET H- World 
No. 3 Stefan Edberg squandered 
four match points and was upset 

7- 6,6-7,7-6 by No. 364 Wayne 
Arthurs, an Australian, in a grass 
court tournament at 
Bedcenham, En^and. # 

PHOTOGRAPHS PROPESaONAI. SPORT 
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Honduras 
and El 
Salvador 
had to play a 
match, so 
that one of 
the teams 
could qualify 
for the '70 
World Cup, 
in Mexico. In 
this abridged 
extract, the 
author 
shows how 
from the 
playingfield, 
the battle 
moved off to 
a war 

between two 
countries 
and caused 
the death of 
thousands of 
people. A fact 
recorded in 
the annals of 
football 
history 


Thi$ 18 an extract from The 
f Granta Reportage 
puDlind by Granta Books 
in ataOCiation with Penguin 
Books Price £7 99 
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L UIS SUAREZ said there was going to 
be a war, and I believed whatever 
Luis said. We were staying together 
in Mexico. Luis was giving me a 
lesson in Latin America: what It is and how to 
understand It. He could foresee many events. 
In his time he had predicted the fall of Goulait 
in Brazil, the fall of Bosch in the Dominican 
Republic and of Jimenez in Venezuela. Long 
before the return of Peron he believed that the 
old CaudiV/o would again become president of 
Argentina; he foretold the sudden death of 
the Haitian dictator Francois Duvalier at a 
time when everybody said Papa Doc had 
many years left. Luis knew how to pick his 
way through Latin politics, in which amateurs 
like me got bogged down and blundered 
helplessly with each step. 

This time Luis announced his belief that 
there would be a war after putting down the 
newspaper in which he had read a report on 
the soccer match between the Honduran and 
Salvadoran national teams. The two countries 
were playing for the right to take part in the 
1970 World Cup in Mexico. 

The first match was held on Sunday 8 June 
1969, in the Honduran capital, Tegucigalpa. 
Nobody ill the world paid any attention. 

The Salvadoran team arrived in 
^ Tegucigalpa on Saturday and spent a sleepless 
night in their hotel. The team could not sleep 
because it was the target of psychological 
warfare waged by the Honduran fans. A 
swarm of people encircled the hotel. The 
crowd threw stones at the windows and beat 
sheets of tin and empty barrels with sticks. 
They set oft one string of firecrackers after 
another. They leaned on the horns of cars 
parked in front of the hotel. The fans whistled, 
screamed and sent up hostile chants. This 
went on all night. The idea was that a sleepy, 
edgy, exhausted team would be bound to lose. 
In Latin America these are common practices. 

The next day Honduras defeated the 
sleepless El Salvador squad one>nil. 

Eighteen >year-old Amelia Bolanios was 
sitting in front of the television in El Salvador 

when the Honduran striker Roberto Cardona 
scored the winning goal in the final minute. 
She got up and ran to the desk which comainet^ 
her father's pistol in a drawer. She then shot 
herself in the heart. 'The young girl could not 
bear to see her fatherland brought to its 
knees', wrote the Salvadoran newspaper El 
Nadonal the next day. 

The whole capital took part liMhe televised 
funeral of Amelia Bolanios. An army honour 


guard marched with a flag at the head of the 
procession. The president of the republic and 
his ministers walked behind the flag-draped 
coffin. Behind the government came the 
Salvadoran soccer eleven who, booed, 
laughed at, and spat on at the Tegucigalpa 
airport, had returned to El Salvador on a 
special flight that morning. 

But the return match of the series took 
place in San Salvador, the beautifully named 
Flor Blanca stadium, a week later. This time it 
was the Honduran team that spent a sleepless 
night. The screaming crowd of fans broke all 
the windows in the hotel and threw rotten 
eggs, dead rats and stinking rags inside. The 
players were taken to the match in armoured 
cars of the First Salvadoran Mechanized 
Division—which saved them from revenge 
and bloodshed at the hands of the mob that 
lined the route, holding up portraits of the 
national heroine Amelia Bolanios. 

The army surrounded the ground. On the 
pitch stood a cordon of soldiers from a crack 
regiment of the Guardia Nadonal armed with 
sub-machine guns. During the playing of the 
Honduran national anthem the crowd roared 
and whistled. Next, instead of the Honduran 
flag—which had been burnt before the eyes of 
the spectators, driving them mad with 
joy—the hosts ran a diity, tattered dishrag up 
the flag-pole. Under such conditions the 
players from Tegucigalpa did not, 
understandably, have their minds on the 
game. They had their minds on getting out 
alive. 'We're awfully lucky that we lost', said 
the visiting coach, Mario Griffin, with relief. 

El Salvador prevailed, three-nil. 

The same armoured cars carried the 
Honduran team straight from the playing field 
to the aiipoit. A worse fate awaited the 
visiting fans. Kicked and beaten, they fled 
towards the border. Two of them died, scores 
landed in hospital. One hundred and fifty of 
the visitors' cars were burned. The border 
between the two states was closed a few hours 
later. 

Luis read about all of this in the newspaper 
and said that there was going to be a war. He 
had been a reponer for a long time and he 
knew his beat. 

. In Latin America, he said, the border 
between soccer and politics is vague. Tliere is a 
long list of governments that have fallen or 
been overthrown after the defeat of the 
national team. Players on the losing team are 
denounced in the press as traitors. When 
Brazit won the World Cup in Mexico, an 
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exiled Brazilian colleague of mine was 
heartbroken; The military right win/ he said, 
'can be assured of at least five more years of 
peaceful rule/ 

On the way to the title, Brazil beat England. 
I In an article with the headline 'Jesus Defends 
S Brazil', the Rio de Janeiro paper Jornal dos 
I Sportes explained the viaory thus: 
j 'Whenever the ball flew towards our goal and 
: a score seemed inevitable, Jesus reached his 
? foot out of the clouds and cleared the ball.' 

I Drawings accompanied the article. 


illustrating the supernatural intervention. 

Anyone at the stadium can lose his life. 
Take the match that Mexico lost to Peru, 
two-one. An embittered Mexican fan shouted 
in an ironic tone, 'Viva Mexicol' A moment 
later he was dead, massacred by the crowd. 
But sometimes the heightened emotions find 
an outlet in other ways. After Mexico beat 
Belgium one-nil, Augusto Mariaga, the 
warden of a maximum-security prison in 
Chilpandngo (Guerrero Slate, Mexico), 
became delirious with joy and ran around 
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firing a pistol into tne air and shouting,' Viva 
Mexicol' He opened all the cells releasing 142 
dangerous hardened criminals. A court 
acquitted him later, as, according to the 
verdict, he had 'aaed in patriotic exaltation.' 

' Do you think it's worth going to 
Honduras?' I asked Luis, who was then 
editing the serious and influential weekly 
Siempre. 

'I thipk it's worth it,' he answered. 
'Something's bound to happen.' 

I was in Tegucigalpa the next morning. 

A t dusk a plane flew over Tegucigalpa and 
dropped a bomb. Everybody heard it. The 
nearby mountains echoed its violent blast so 
that some said later that a whole series of 
bombs had been dropped. Panic swept the 
city. People fled home; merchants closed their 
shops. Cars were abandoned in the middle of 
the street. A woman ran along the pavement, 
crying, 'My child! My child!' Then silence fell 
and everything became still. It was as if the 
city had died. The lights went out and 
Tegucigalpa sank into darkness. 

T hurried to the hotel, burst into my room, 
fed a piece of paper into the typewriter and 
tried to write a dispatch to Warsaw. I was 
trying to move fast because I knew that at that 
moment I was the only foreign correspondent 
there and that I could be the first to inform the 
world about the outbreak of the war in 
Central America. But it was pitch dark in the 
room and I couldn't see anything. I felt my 
way downstairs to the reception desk, where I 
was lent a candle. I went back upstairs, lit the 
candle and turned on my transistor radio. The 
announcer was reading a communique from 
the Honduran government about the 
commencement of hostilities with £1 
Salvador. Then came the news that the 
Salvadoran army was attackcing Honduras all 
along the front line. 

I began to write... 

1 carried the dispatch downstairs, found the 
owner of the hotel and began asking him to 
find someone to lead me to the post office. It 
was my first day there and 1 did not know 
Tegucigalpa at all. It is not a big city—a quarter 
of a million people—but it lies among hills and 
has a maze of crabbed streets. The owner 
wanted to help but he had no one to send with 
me and 1 was in a hurry. In the end he called 
the police. Nobody at the police station had 
time. So he called the fire department. 

Three firemen arrived in full gear, wearing 
helmets and carrying axes. We greeted each 
other in the dark; I could not see their faces. I 




begged them to lead me to the post office. 1 
know Honduras well, I lied, and know that its 
people are renowned for their hospitality. I 
was sure they would not refuse me. It was 
very important that the world find out the 
truth about who started the war, who shot 
first and I could assure them that I had written 
the honest truth. The main thing now was 
time, and we had to hurry. 

We left the hotel. It was a dark night. I could 
see only the outlines of the street. I do not 
know why we spoke in whispers. I tried to j 
remember the way and counted my steps. I S 
was close to a thousand when the firemen 
stopped and one of them knocked on a door. A 
voice from inside asked what we wanted. 

Then the door opened, but only for an instant I 
so that the light wouldn't be seen. I was inside. | 
They ordered me to wait: there is only one 
telex machine in Honduras, and the president ^ 
was using it. He was engaged in an exchange 
with his ambassador in Washington, who 
would be applying to the American 
government for military assistance. This went ‘ 
on for a long lime, since the president and the ' 
ambassador were using uncommonly flowery 
language and, besides, the connection kept \ 

breaking every so often. i 

After midnight I finally made contact with | 
Warsaw. The machine typed out the number 
TL 813480 PAP VARSOVIA. I leapt up 
joyfully. The operator asked, 'Is Varsovia | 

some country?' I 

It's not a country. It's a city. The country is J 
called Polonia .' 

'Polonia, Polonia, 'he repeated, but I could 
see that the name didn't aaually interest hiiri. 

He asked Warsaw, 'HOW RECEIVED MSG 
BIBI?' 

And Warsaw answered, 'RECEIVED OK 
OK GREE FOR RYSIEK TKS TKS!' 

Since early morning people had been 
digging trenches, erecting 
barricades—preparing for a siege. Women 
were stocking up supplies and criss-crossing 
their windows with masking tape. People 
rushed through the streets directionless; an 
atmosphere of panic reigned. Student 
brigades were painting outsized slogans on 
walls and fences. A bubble full of graffiti had 
burst over Tegucigalpa, covering the walls 
with thousands of verses. 

By the afternoon the other correspondents 
arrived from Mexico, forty of them, my 
colleagues. They had flown into Gautemala 
and then hired a bus, because the airport in 
Tegucigalpa was closed. They all wanted to 
drive to the front. We went to the Presidential 
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Palace, an ugly, bright blue 
tum-of-the-century building in the centre of 
the town to arrange permission There were 
machine-gun nests and sandbags around the 
palace and anti-aircraft guns in the 
courtyard In the corridors inside, soldiers 
were dozing or lolling around in full 
battledress 

People have been making war for 
thousands of years, but each time it is as if it is 
the first war ever waged, as if everyone has 
started from scratch 
A captain appeared and said he was the 
army press spokesman He was asked to 
describe the situation and he stated that they 
were winning all along the front and that the 
enemy was suffenng heavy casualties 
'OK,' said the AP correspondent Let's see 
the front 

The Americans, the captain explained, 
were already there They always go first 
because of their influence—and because they 
commanded obedience and could arrange all 
sorts of things The captain said we could go 


the next day, and that everyone should bnng 
two photographs 

We drove to a place where two artillery 
pieces stood under some trees Cannons were 
firing and stacks of ordnance were lying 
around Ahead of us we could see the road 
that led to El Salvador Swamp stretched 
along both sides of the road, and dense green 
bush began past the belt of swamp 

The sweaty, unshaven major charged with 
holding the road said we could go ao further 
Beyond this point both armies were in action, 
and it was hard to tell who was who or what 
belonged to which side The bush was too 
thick to sec anything Two opposing units 
often noticed each other only at the last 
moment, when, wandering through the 
overgrowth, they met face to face In addition 
since both armies wore the same uniforms, 
earned the same equipment and spoke the 
same language it was difficult to distinguish 
fnend from foe 

The major advised us tb return to 
Tegucigalpa, because advancing might mean 




getting killed without even knowing who had 
done it. (As if that mattered, I thought.) 

I N the morning an airplane arrived to take u 
to the far end of the front, where heavy 
fighting was in progress. Overnight rain had 
turned the grass airstrip at Nacaome into a 
quagmire, and the dilapidated old DC-3, black 
with exhaust smoke, stuck up out of the water 
like a hydroplane. It had been shot up the day 
before by a Salvadoran fighter, the holes in its 
fuselage were patched with rough boards. The 
sight of these ordinary, simple boards of wood 
frightened those who said they had bad 
hearts. They stayed behind and returned later 
to Tegucigalpa. 

We were to fly to Santa Rosa de Copan at 
the other extreme of the front. 

In Santa Rosa de Copan, a sleepy hamlet 
filled then only with soldiers, a truck carried 
us through muddy streets to the barracks, 
which stood in the old Spanish fort, 
surrounded by a grey wall swollen from the 
damp. 

An officer led us to the garrison commande: 
who, pale and tired, did not know what to do 
with us. He ordered that military shirts be 
given to us. He ordered his aide to bring coffee 
The commander was worried that Salvadoran 
units might arrive any moment. Santa Rosa 
lay along the enemy's main line of attack— 
that is, along the road that conneaed the 
Atlantic and the Pacific. El Salvador, lying on 
the Pacific, dreamed of conquering Honduras, 
lying on the Atlantic. In this way little El 
Salvador would become a two-ocean power. 
The shortest path from El Salvador to the 
Atlantic ran right where we were—through 
Ocotepeque, Santa Rosa de Copan, San Pedro 
Sula, to Puerto Cortes. Advancing Salvadoran 
tanks had already penetrated deep into 
Honduran territory. The StUvadorans were 
moving to order: push through to the 
Atlantic, then to Europe and then the worldl 
Their radio repeated; 'A little shouting and 
noise and that's the end of Honduras.' 

Weaker and poorer. Honduras was 
defending itself fiercely. Through the open 
barracks window we could see the 
higher-ranking officers preparing their units 
for the front. Young conscripts stood in 
scraggly ranks. They were small dark boys, 
Indians all with tense faces, terrified—but 
ready to fight. The officers said something and 
pointed at the distant horizon. Afterwards a 
priest appeared and sprinkled hoty water on 
platoons going out towards death. 

In tha afternoon we left for the fi!ont in an 


open truck. The first.forty kilometres passed 
vrithout incident. The road led through higher 
and higher country, among green heights 
covered with thick tropical bush. Empty clay 
huts, some of them burnt out, clung to the 
mountain slopes. In one place we passed the 
inhabitants of an entire village straggling 
along the edge of the road, carrying bundles. 
Later, as we drove past, a crowd of peasants in 
white shirts and sombreros flourished their 
machetes and shotguns. Artillery fire could be 
heard far, far away. 

We drove on. The road snaked through 
forested mountains, past the village of San 
Francisco. A series of curves began, one after 
another, and suddenly around one curve we 
ran into the maw of the war. Soldiers were 
running and firing, bullets whizzed overhead, 
long bursts of machine-gun fire ripped along 
both sides of the road. The driver braked 
suddenly and at that instant a shell 
exploded in front of us. Sweet Jesus, I 
thought, this IS it. What felt like the wing of a 
typhoon swept through the truck Everybody 
dived for it, one on top of another, just to 
make it to the ground, to hit the ditch, to 
vanish. Out of the corner of my eye, on the 
run, T could see the fat French TV cameraman 
scrambling along the road looking for his 
equipment. Somebody shouted, 'Takecoverl' 
and when he heard that order—grenades 
going off and the bark of automatic rifles 
hadn't fazed him—he hugged the road like a 
dead man. 

I lunged in the direction that seemed to be 
the most quiet, threw myself into the bushes, 
down, down, as far as I could get from the 
curve where the shell had hit us, downhill, 
along bare ground, skating across slick clay, 
and then into the bush, deep into the bush, 
but I didn't run far because suddenly there 
was shooting right in front of me—bullelts 
flying around, branches fluttering, a 
machine-gun roaring. I fell and crouched on 
the ground. 

I don't know how long this went on. When 
1 raised my head, I was looking into the eyes of 
a soldier. 

I froze. Falling into the hands of the 
Salvadorans was what I feared most, because 
then the only thing to look forward to was 
certain death. They were a brutal army, blind 
with fury, shooting whomever they got hold 
of in the madness of the war. In any case, this 
was what I thought having been fed 
Honduran propaganda. An American or an 
Englishman might have a chance, although 
not necessarily. In Nacaome the day before we 
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had been shown an American missionary 
killed by the Salvadorans And El Salvador did 
not even maintain diplomatic relations with 
Poland so I would count for nothing 
The soldier was taken by surprise too 
Crawling through the bush he hadn t noticed 
me until the last moment He adjusted his 
helmet which was adorned with grass and 
leaves He had a dark skinny furrowed face 
In his hands there was an old Mauser 
Whoareyou'^ he asked 
And what army are you from'^ 

Honduras he said because he could tell 
right off that I was a foreigner neither his nor 
theirs 

Honduras! Dear brother! I rejoiced and 
pulled the piece of paper out of my pocket It 
was the document from the Honduran high 
command from Colonel Ramirez Ortega to 


the units at the front permitting me to enter 
the region of military activity Each of us had 
been given the same document in Tegucigalpa 
before leaving for the front 

I told the soldier that I had to get to Santa 
Rosa and then to Tegucigalpa so that I could 
send a dispatch to Warsaw Tbe sojdier was 
happy because he was already calculating ihai 
with an order from the general staff (the 
documents commanded all subordinates to 
assist me) he could withdraw to the rear along 
with me 

We will go together scnor the soldier 
said Senor will say that he has commanded 
me to accompany him 

He was a recruit a dirt farmer he had been 
called up a week ago he didn t know the 
army the war meant nothing to him He was 
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trying to figure out how to survive it. 

Stealing through the forest I asked the 
soldier why they were fighting El 
Salvador. He replied that he did not know, 
that it was a government affair. I asked him 
how he could fight when he did not know 
why he was spilling blood. He answered that 
when you live in a village it's better not to ask 
questions because questions arouse the 
suspicions of the village mayor, and then the 
mayor would volunteer him for the road 
gang, and, on the road gang, he would have to 
neglect his farm and his family, and then the 
hunger waiting for him on his return would 
be even greater. 

The people at the guardpost led us to the 
battalion commander. T showed him my 
documents and asked for transportation to 
Tegucigalpa. That worthy man offered me a 
car but ordered me to stay put uniil morning 
because the roads were soaked and 
mountainous and ran along the edges ol cliffs, 
and at night, without lights, would be 
impassable. 

My soldier was dozing in a corner. At dawn I 
woke him up and said we were leaving. An 
exhausted battalion driver, still half-asleep, 
took us to Tegucigalpa in a jeep. To save time, 
we drove straight to the post office, where, on 
a borrowed typerwriter, I wrote the dispatch 
that was later printed in the newspapers at 
home. .Jose Malaga let the dispatch go out 
before all the others waiting to be sent and 
released it without the approval of the 
military censors (it was, after all, written in 
Polish). 

T he soccer war lasted one hundred hours. 

Its victims: 6,000 dead, more than 12,000 
wounded. Fifty thousand people lost their 
homes and fields. Many villages were 
destroyed. The two countries ceased military 
action because Latin American states 
intervened, but to this day there are 
exchanges of gunfire along the Honduras-El 
Salvador border, and people die, and villages 
are burned. 

These are the real reasons for the war: El 
Salvador, the smallest countryin Central 
America, has the greatest population density 
in the western hemisphere (over 160 people 
per square kilometre). Things are crowded, 
and all the more so because most of the land is 
in the hands of founeen great landowning 
clans. 

People even say that El Salvador is the 
property of fourteen families. A thousand 
latifundistas own exaaly ten times as much 
land as their hundred thousand peasants. Two 



thirds of the village population owns no land. 
For years a part of the landless poor has been 
emigrating to Honduras, where there are 
large tracts of unimproved land. Honduras 
(12,000 square kilometres) is almost six times 
as large as El Salvador, but has about half as 
many people (2,500,000). This was illegal 
emigration but was kept hushed-up, tolerated 
by the Honduran government for years. 

Salvadoran peasants settled in Honduras, 
established villages, and grew accustomed to a 
belter life than the one they had left behind. 
They numbered about 300,000. 

In the 1960s, unrest began among the 
Honduran peasantry, which was demanding 
land, and the Honduras government passed a 
decree on agricultural reform. But since this 
was an oligarchical government, dependent 
on the United States, the decree did not break 
up the land of either the oligarchy or the large 
banana plantations belonging to the United 
Fruit Company. The government wanted to 
re-distribute the land occupied by the 
Salvadoran squatters, meaning that the 
300,000 Salvadorans would have to return to 
their own country, where they had nothing 
and where, in any event, they would be 
refused by the Salvadoran government, 
fearing a peasant revolution. 

Relations between the two countries were 
tense. Newspapers on both sides waged a 
campaign of hate, slander and abuse, calling 
each other Nazis, dwarfs, drunkards, sadists, 
spiders, aggressors and thieves. There were 
pogroms. Shops were burned. 

In these circumstances the match between 
Honduras and EL Salvador had taken place. 

The war ended in a stalemate. The border 
remained the same. It is a border established 
by sight in the bush, in mountainous terrain 
that both sides claim. Some of the emigres 
returned to El Salvador and some of them are 
still living in Honduras. And both 
governments are satisfied; for several days 
Honduras and El Salvador occupied the front 
pages of the world press and were the object of 
interest and concern. The only chance small 
countries from the Third World have of 
evoking a lively international interest is when 
they decide to shed blood. This is a sad truth, 
but so it is. 

The deciding game of the best-of-three 
series was held on neutral ground, in Mexico 
(El Salvador won, three-two). The Honduran 
fans were placed on one side of the stadium, 
the Salvadoran fans on the other side, and 
down the middle sat 5,000 Mexican police 
armed with thick clubs. # 
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THE END." 

A preretirement chat with Ivan Lendl 









will miss the game Hove, 

How difficult was it to come to 
this decision? Was there any 
thought that maybe you could 
Just wait it out. 

IVAN LENDL: Well it cenainly was 
difficult. It IS never easy. Something 
like that; it is not something which 
you deal with everyday. You deal with 
pressure of matches everyday and so 
on and so on. This, you deal with only 
once. Just listening to my physician, 
he told me it is not going to get better 
by waiting it out. 


IVAN LENDL: As many of you know, I 
have been struggling with a back 
problem since the Dubai tournament 
in February, It was diagnosed as facet 
Joint syndrome and I have received a 
number of medical treatments. At first 
my back partially responded to the 
treatments; however, my condition 
has gotten worse since the V.S, Open 
and I can no longer play. It proba bly 
doesn't come as a surprise to you then 
that lam retiring from professional 
tennis. Itisa very diW^lt and bad 
time for me. It is not the way I would 
have chosen to retire and I am sure, I 


Ivan, which do you feel is your 
most important victory^ the one 
with the most satisfaction? 

It is hard to tell. From the major 
tournaments I have won, every time I 
felt satisfied and if I had to choose 
between French '84, U.S. Open '85 
and the Australia '89,1 probably 
would have to choose the '84 French 
because that really has helped to turn 
my career around and gave me a lot of 
confidence for the future years. 
Where do you walk away—what 
is your regret, is therea 
gut*wrenching thing that maybe 
keeps you up at nights from your 


career? 

No. There is not. Of course if 1 was 1S 
or 16 again and I knew about the game 
then, what I know now, I would have 
done many things earlier or did a little 
differently or added something, but 
unfortunately, that is not the case and 
you obviously learn as the time goes 
on. You don't come with the full 
knowledge, so that is not an option. 
Do you have any idea what you 
are going to do now? 

Well, I am going to spend a lot more 
time with my family and also I am 
going to get more involved in running 
our business here. 

What exactly is Spectrum Sports 
(LendPs sports promotion 
company) involved in now? 

We manage two of our tennis clubs 
and we are certainly looking into 
some expansion in terms of doing 
other things; hopefully, some in 
tennis also which is definitely 
something 1 would like to do. 

I When you also see the younger 
players—and I think Pete 
Sampras is probably a notable 
exception to this—does it 
concern you that they are not 
learning any of those lessons that 
they are building their careers 
around chasing the money rather 
than chasing major 
championships? 

Well, it is hard to tell for me whether 
they are doing what you are saying. I 
am certainly not involved closely 
enough with their schedule makings 
and so on and so on to see if they are 
not concerned about major 
championships and they are 
concerned with money. As far as I can 
see there are quite a few players; 
especially the top players, who are 
doing their schedules and training 
towards the majors. I think once the 
player feels that he has a legitimate 
chance to win a major, then they do 
that. If they don't feel that way, 1 guess 
they won't do it. But to tell—to say 
yes, it IS sad or| it is not sad I really 
don't know the situation enough 

What concerns you as you look to 
the future of tennis—you say you 
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wanttostayinv<rivedlntlicsport 
—what would you want to put 
your offorts In terms of making 
the sport better? 

Well I think the sport Is in much 
better shape than it has been ot— 
than what people are let to believe. 
Ihe sales are probably down because 
of the equipment being better and the 
rackets not getting warped in the 
closets and so on. You. can buy one 
racket and It could last for many, 
many years. Also competing against 
many other sports and entertainment 
values than in the past, but the 
number of playing public is quite high 
and I am not absolutely familiar with 
the number, but I think the popularity 
of the game is there. As far as the 
professional game itself I would like to 
see it slow down a little bit. I think the 
men's game is getting a bit too 
powerful and maybe slowing down 
the courts and the balls would be 
definitely the answer. 

Is there any chance you would 
still continue playing In any kind 
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of cxhlbltloiis or even the 
cheinploii* Tour Of Is thlt totally It 
foryou7 

No. this is totally it for me. My back 
doesn't pormlt me to do that. If goes 
into spasms after a while. So I would 
like to be Involved with the game in 
some other capacity, but not playing. 

If you had been able to play for a 
few more years. Is there one more 

thing that you would be chasing; 

one tWiv that you feel you never 
leally got to do or didn't 
accomplish? 

Well, obviously I didn't win 
Wimbledon and I would have liked to, 
but it would be unrealistic to say yeah, 
this is what I would like to have 
achieved in the next three, four years 
or how long I would have played. I 
thtnic more what I would be looking 
for is a lot of fun and enjoyment 
without any pressure. 

Going bach to your Injury again is 

there anything that you could 
have done early. I mean, we know 

so much more about training now 

and fitness and keeping In shape. 
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Is there anything you could have 
done to have avoided the back 
injury? 

You mean, lei us say 10, 12 years ago? 

I think the hardcourts are the main 
culprit of something like that The 
hard surfaces really, really hurt it. As 
you know, with the schedules, the 
tournaments especially in the 
summer in the United States you 
don't have much option. 

Wimbledon: obviously that was 
the one biggy that you missed out 
on. Perhaps looking back with the 
benefit of hindsight, what might 
you have changed about your 
game to try to reach that goal or 
your preparation? 

WelCsomcthing like that is very 


difficult with the hindsight; maybe for 
grass, since I was a kid, I would have to 
look at it and say, okay, this is how I 
should play there and I need to be 
more comfortable at the net and 
attacking and moving on grass and so 
on and so on, and maybe I would need 
to have a defensive style of game. And 
this is something very difficult to do 
and lake that risk. For that very 
reason, I admire Nick Faldo 
tremendously because I met him in 
Australia—I believe it was—before 
the first Australian Open at Flinders 
Park, so it would be early January 
1988 at Sanauary Cove and he was 
there working on his game, I said, 
"Nick, what are you doing here?" He 
said, "Well, I am reworking my 
game." I said, "come on, you are 20 in 
the world. What is wrong with your 


Nicknaiiwd tba 'Ostrava GhosT, Undl 
bacoma oat of tho bast playois in tbs world 

game?" He said, "I can get better. I 
know 1 am going to hit rock bottom 
before I get better but Tm willing to 
take the chance." That was very 
courageous for me and 1 admire him 
for that. Maybe if I did something like 
that in '82, '83, it could have been a 
different story, but being'No. 2 and 3 
in the world at that time, I didn't have 
the same kind of courage as Faldo. 

You talked about your back 
condition. 1 mean, are you 
concerned about, you know, ten 
years down the road? Is it the sort 
of thing that does get worse even 
though you are stopping this 
rigorous exercise of playing 
tennis? 

Well, the way lunderstand it from the 
dcKtors, if I take good care of it and 
don't do any impact exercises, it 
should be all right. 

Are you in pain at the moment 
from the probiem? 

No, I am not. I have some days when I 
have some aches in the morning, but 
unless I do something which is like 
running or basketball, or things like 
that, 1 am not in pain, no. 

You said in your statement this 
was not the way you would have 
chosen to retire. Obviously, that is 
the case. If you could have written 
a script, how would you have 
chosen to retire? 

Well, you know, ideally you would 
choose to retire on a winning note; 
win a big tournament and play well 
there and maybe win and then retire. 
But that is not realistic. That is a 
fairytale. The way 1 would have 
chosen to retire, realistically, is just 
play some more years; have fun and 
then just say "thank you very much, I 
have enjoyed myself and it is time to 
go on." 

How do you think you will be 
remembered and how would you 
like to be remembered? 

Well, that is not something for me to 
decide, firstofall. And 1 think I will 
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leave it up to you, ladies and 
gentlemen there, but I think you just 
look at the record and go from there. 

Talking about slowing down the 
game and ideas for the game, 
could you expand on that a little 
bit about the game being too fast? 

Well, I think it is very powerful in 
terms of serving in men's tennis. I 
don't think it has to do anything with 
the racket because the players used 
that most as their weapon—Sampras, 
Ivanisevic and so on and they use a 
fairly conventional head size. They 
don't use wider bodies on the racket 
or anything like that, so it has to be 
that the bails are getting strong and 
the courts have been progressively 
more faster over the last five, six years 
and just last year, 1 noticed that they 
have been slowing down. I think the 
courts and the balls have been slowing 
down at the U.S. Open and this 
Championship and I think it has 
benefited the game and the quality of 
tennis very much. I think it was—the 
danger is that you will see just serve 
and return; maybe hit or miss and not 
too many rallies and I think that is 
what the fans wants to see, more 
rallies. So that is why I say slowing 
down the bails and the courts would 
benefit the quality of the game. 

Would the back injury affect your 
golf game and would you 
seriously consider changing 
sports? 

Changing sports that would be fun, 
but not reaDy. As you know, it is not as 
easy. Michael Jordan is finding that 
out. But 1 still hope that 1 will be able to 
enjoy golf and have some good rounds. 

Any chance that you might be 
coaching In the future? 

Well, 1 don't really see that at the 
moment, but 1 haven't really given it 
that much of a thought and I am sure 
we will find out in the future. But if I 
were to answer right now, 1 
would say no. 

What do you think is the best 



thing that happened to you 
during your pro career and what 
do you think was the worst thing 
that happened to you during that 
time? 

Oh, well, 1 think as we said winning is 
tremendous and that is something 
you will cherish for the rest of your 
life, so 1 will say the best thing which 
happened to me was winning the '84 
French Open. You have 
disappointments when you are 
playing well and when you get very 
far in the tournament and then lose. 
So 1 don't think you can single one loss 
over the others, and 1 don't think you 
can really easily single one win over 
the others. Those would be the highs 
and lows. 

Do you look at the game of tennis 
differently now than you did, let 
us say when you first started out 
and If so, how so? 

Well, I look at it from a different 


perspective. I look for different things. 
When you are starting out, you are 
just looking well, how am 1 going to be 
good enough, what 1 need to improve 
to break into the top hundred and so 
on and so on. As you go on, your goals, 
that you want to achieve change, and 
you Stan looking for other things to 
improve. Looking to getting fitter, 
stronger and so on. That is the way 1 
have been looking at it lately. 

How difficult a decision was 
this? 1 know, obviously, you are 
changing your whole life, but you 
sound unaffected right now. 

When did you make the decision? 
1/iniat was the kind of evolution of 
the whole thing and what was It 
like to come to this conclusion? 
Well, after the U. S. Open I have been 
having more and more problems. It 
has gotten more serious and so I have 
been trying to get better, try to play a 
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couple of the senior events, realised 
that 1 can't even play in those because 
of the pain and my back going into the 
spasms and I have been trying to come 
to grips with it. And it has been a 
while, so I think 1 am getting my 
handle on it. 

What do you look to replace the 
competitiveness? Obviously, as a 
professional tennis player, you 
are very competitive. Do you have 
anything that can replace this 
competitiveness? 

It is difficult but hopefully on my golf 
game can get good enough to 
compete on the club levels and have 
some fun with that 

Can you talk a little bit about 
some of your favourite 
opponents, obviously you are the 
last of an era. What are the 
memories you have of some of 
your old opponents? 

My favourites were the ones I never 
lost to. I really love those. They were 


the nicest guys I met on the Tour, But, 
you know, I started and Borg was still 
a great player before he retired and 
then it was Connors, McEnroe, 
Wilander, Edberg, Becker, Sampras, 
Courier, so it is a lot of guys out there 
and singling out one over the other is 
very very difficult. Every one of them 
had something which was just 
tremendous and really tough to deal 
with on the court. And as you get 
older in terms of experience and 
dealing with the opponents, you get 
better and it doesn't bother you as bad, 
what they do so well at the beginning 
when you are young and don't have 
enough experience. 

You have always been kind 
of a serious guy, but there Is a 
teasing and fun side that you 
didn't show. What are some of the 
fun moments besides winning? 

I think the serious part of me is a 
misconception. I always enjoyed, had 
a lot of fun and even though I 

sometimes I was having fun without I 


showing k on my face, doesn't mean 
that there was no fun. I would say I 
had more fun than most of the guys, 
and so... 

Going back to the rivalry thing. Is 
there any individual matches that 
stand out in your mind that you 
will tell your grandchildren about 
when the time comes? « 

Well, obviously the '84 French is one 
of them. I think the '81 French Final is 
another one. And just those two come 
out immediately and then if 
you—either you start thinking deeper 
and then I can name a lot of them, but 
these two. 

Playing tennis and the training 
you put into it took up so much of 
your time. Did this ii^ury make it 
easier to walk away in some ways 
because you can't play anymore 
as opposed to a decision you 
would have to make if you were 
still healthy? 

Not really, I would have liked to deal 


DIVISIONAL RAILWAY MANAGER 

SOUTHERN RAILWAY 

TIRUCHIRAPPALLI JUNCTION - 620 001 
TENDER SALE 

Temler Sale Notice No. T/S.95/ Billiards Tables / '94 ■ '95 

The Divisional Railway Manager / Stores/ Ttruchirappalli Junction - 620 001, on behalf of the President of 
India, invites Sealed Tenders for the sale of Billiards Tables 8 Nos. available at various placsalilltdgj^vlsien as per 
fender Schedule on ''as is where is" basis. « 

The Tender Form along with the terms and conditions and schedule can be obtained from ^ 

Oividofial Contfoller of Stores (DCOVTPJ) Southern Railway, Tiruchirappalll Junction * 620 working 

day^from Monday to Friday between 12.00 A.M. and 15.00 P.M. on payment cf Rs.30Q/- pjua jTOjBr ind 20% SC 
(Rs 324M^^>foii-refoncla^ to the Sr. Divisional Cashfor/Revenue/Tiiucbktif^^ Jurit^toh^ iyR^ I / Southern 
Railway by Cash towards the cost of the same and produce the Cash Sr. DHKnal Cashier/ 

Revenue/m^hirappalli junction 620 001 to this Office. ^ ' 

The %fltkrs without the Earnest Money Deposit as specified fif terms and o 


considering. 

•i ^ \ 

The Terider should reach the Office of the Divisional Controller 
lunction - 620 001 and deposited in the box kept there by 14.00 p.mi 
opencKj on the same day Half-an-hoiir after the closing time in the 
representatives wh<? are present 

The Divisional Railway Manager / Stores / Southern Railway / Tii 
reject any or all the tenders without assigning any reason. 


Tiruchirappalll Junction • 620 001 




will not be 


/ Southern RailwayTHiuchirappalli 
before 25.1.95. The tenders will be 
of Tenderers or their authorised 

> 620 001 reserves the right to 

Divisional Railways Manager / Stores. 
SCXJTHERN RAILWAY. 














with it on my own tenns. 


Earlier on you said that if you 
could go back to when you wore 
19 or Id you might have done a 
couple of things differently. What 
would you have done differently? 
Well, you just have so much more 
experience later than early, no matter 
how many people you have advising 
you and trying to help you. You still 
have to find a lot of things for yourself 
and just the conditioning part of the 
game, I started it when I was 24. If I 
started it when I was 17,18, maybel 
would have gotten better sooner or 
maybe even better altogether. As we 
talked about earlier, also changing the 
game, trying to sort of customise my 
game more to grassplay. That is also a 
possibility. There are so many things 
you could change with the experience 
now, but it is just impossible. 

And also, who were the most 
Important persons who 
influenced you? 

I think without any question, after my 
parents, it was Tony Roche. 

What was Roche's greatest 
influence? 

WeU, his greatest influence is 
understanding the game. I think that 
is something you cannot End in every 
coach and being able to deal with the 
pressures of championship matches 
and enjoy it and talk with from his 
own experience about it, and say this 
is how I felt and this is what you may 
feel and this is how I dealt with it; this 
is how I—so on and so on. This is 
impos^le to get, very difficult to get, 
horn somebody else who hasn't been 
there. 

You alluded that you are still 
trying to come to grips with your 
lettrement. When will it hit you? 
When the Australian comes and 
goes or when Wimbledon comes 
and goes? 

I don't really know. That is ImpOsdble 
to ansarer i^y. Whim I have finally 
accepted it mentally and so <Mt and so 


on. But as I said earlier. I've been 
dealing virith it since the U. S. Open 
and maybe I'm on the way. 

The fact that y<m embodied the 
physically flt tennis player, does 
this ioJury nuike it more difficult 
than It is. An iRlury that is forcing 
you out of the game Instead of you 
retliing on your own terms? 

There is some irony In it, yes. 

You rivalry with Connors and 
McEnroe. At times it was not 
pleasant. Can you talk about 
these two players and the 
experiences you had in 
growing up against the two of 
them? 

They were obviously excellent players 
and they were very difficult to play, 
being left-handers. 1 had trouble 
returning their serve and I think that 
is what hurt me at times. 

When you wme talking about 
disappointments, we didn't 
mentlost the possibility of your 
citizemhip not coming through. It 
deprived you from playittg Davis 
Gup for ^ U. S. m even getting 
inVtdved in the Olympics. Can you 


talk about that? 

Well of course, it is a disappointment 
that I wasn't going—didn't get a 
chance to play in the Olympics. I think 
that is something that I would have 
liked to have done and unfortunately 
it didn't come through. But as you 
know, life is not always about 
fulfilling every commitment you wish. 

Having a chance now to put your 
entire career In perspective, can 
you give us some idea how 
tUsappointed you might have 
been early in your career when 
the public perception of you was 
of a cold Eastern European before 
your sense of humour started to 
show. 

WeU, I feel that I always was getting 
my due for my play. I just felt that 
pe(q>le didn't understand that I do 
have a sense of humour and that I like 
a lot of jokes. 

Do you have any last comments ? 
We^ just to say that I really enjoyed 
playing the game: had a lot of great 
times and I am going to miss it. Bye. 
Theendl 


INTERVIEWCOURTESy: IBKVATPTOUR 



T here is a kind of fine 
madness about hot air 
ballooning. Think about it. 
You climb into a wicker 
basket, only a little bit bigger and not 
that different from the one you use to 
transport the cat or the shopping, you 
fan out great envelopes of 
polyurethane covered, riptop nylon 
with a blast of hot air equivalent to 
that of about 120 gas cookers and up, 
up and away, there you are, floating 
above the countryside 
Mad. Or, of course, marvellous. In 
matters like hot air ballooning, or 
perhaps hang-gliding or para-sailing, 
mad and marvellous mean virtually 
the same thing. We are talking about a 
spirit of adventure here, of playing 
along with the elements, of leaving 
just a little to chance, to luck, to the 
call of the wild. It is irresistible. To float, 
along with four or five other 
like-minded souls, some 2000 feet 
above everyone else, tilting with the 
wind can convince you, if only 
momentarily, that God is in his 
heaven and all is right with the world 
It all began, as every schoolboy 
knows, with the brothers 
Montgolfier, who obviously had no 
spirit of adventure whatsover as they 
never actually went up in their 
extraordinary device. While this may 
seem, on the face of it, really boring 
and spineless, they were probably just 
being quite wise and sensible. That 
first concoction, made of decorated 
papier-mache and fired by a 
coal-burning brazier and damp straw, 
was not designed to inspire 
confidence. 

In fact, there were no queues to be 
the first hot-air balloonists in the 
world in 1783, so^King Louis XVI, 
decided that they should send two 
condemned murderers, who didn't 
have much to look forward to 
anyway. In the event it wasn't 
necessary. At the last minute the King 
granted them a reprieve and the 
Marquis d' Arlandres and Pilatre de 
Rozier found a way into the history 
books by flying five and a half miles in 
25 minutes in the very first baUoon. 

Since then, things have moved on 
and hot air ballooning has become not 
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MORE THAN 
lOTAIR! 

Ballooning is now slowly becoming a hugely 
popular sport worldwide. But its design is 
complex and a lot of hard work goes behind 
the making of a hot-air balloon 


Byt.S.V®^TAFiAMAN 

only a hugely popular sport but one of 
the safest ever. The possibility of 
anything happening to you that's 
even remotely untoward is about two 
in a million. Besides, you do have to sii 
through any number of written 
exams on meteorology, air law, 
navigation and balloon statistics, plus 
a whole lot of praaical tests (not to 
mention th^ dozens of hours of 
practical instruction) before the Civil 
Aviation Authority will grant you a 

SANTOSHOUITA 



licence. 

Once up there, under sail, few fly 
higher than around 2000 feet. All the 
pleasure of skimming the treetops and 
identifying chums down below 
disappears if you go any further up 
than that. Then the higher you go, the 
stronger the wind, and the higher risk 


In hot-air baHoonini, tbo balloona rita ug only 
ta a haffbl of 2000 foot and not mora 
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of being blown out of sight of your 
back-up car. The best possible 
conditions for ballooning are a 
combination of low wind and high 
pressure on a clear day. That's when 
you can see for ever, balloonists say. 
Of course, even with all these 
delightful aspects brought together 
the pilot must still keep the balloon at 
precisely the right temperature but 
heavens, that's what pilots are trained 
for. A determined balloonist is not 
deterred and heads for the skies at the 
first opportunity. 

On the 9th and 10th of May, every 
year, the skies over Kent will be filled 
with hot air ballooners, setting off in 
the early hours of the morning from 
Leeds Castle near Maidstone as part of 
the great Ballons and Bentleys 
Festival, which combines the best of 
both worlds. Twenty four balloons 
will line up at the famous Leeds Castle 
moat, their baskets are ceremoniously 
dipped in the water and then they're 
off. Each balloon will be teamed with a 
stylish Bentley car which has to follow 
its particular balloon on the ground 
and the first to combine balloon and 


SMiroeHOUTTA 



Bentley wins. 

All good clean fun and great news 
for Don Cameron whose famOy 
business, "Cameron Balloons" based 
in Bristol is now the biggest in the 
world. They are building at least a 
balloon a day and while most of them 
are fairly traditionally shaped, that Is 
round with a circular wicker basket 
underneath, that's not the whole 
story. Great balloon orilectors like the 
late American magazine tycoop 
Malcolm Forbes wanted something 
with a bit mote imaginaskni than that. 

The first balloon they came up with 


was a complete replica of the Forbes 
chateau in France: towers, turrets, the 
lot. It was such a success that Mr. 
Forbes decided to have a balloon buBt 
for every country be visited, in the 
name of his ma^zlnes. The one for 
Germany is a bust of Beedicrven. 
There's a sphinx for Egypt and a 
comiBete rcpllCB, indtttUng sails and 
masts, of ibeSaata Maris, Columbus's 
sailing sh^ for Spain. 

One of Don Cameron's favoiiiltes is 
the one they made for Turkey. It's a 
siandlrig fl^re of the Bnqperor 
Sutelmmi. An Impcitous figure with 




lots of flowing robes, a tuitMn and a 
great long sword. “He's good fun", 
said Don Cameron. While it Is 
tcnqiting to imagine rows of busy 
seamstresses, sewing away ^sily at 
creating a sphiiu or an emporor or 
whatever, the faa is that the balloon 
maUngbusiitess these days 
(pattlcuhniy when it is as specialised 
as this) reUrenotsomuchonniinble 
fingers but tm oon^uter aided design. 
Cameron Balloons have bemi 
devdopfng their own computer ^ 
programmes over the yean and that 
mtofUipitedmology, coadHned 


m eiie l ; t csaas fc aBiaw C a lca aaM a M a a. 

(To|i MU! BsHsoiiiiip in Gnptond 

with human creativity and an eye for 
getting it right has resulted in what 
was once a family business becoming 
the biggest and best ever. 

The dever thing about this 
combination flying is that with the 
warm air heating the heiiunt 
sunshine is no iongn necessary. So, in 
theory, you could stay up for ever, or 
at least kmg enough to go around 
the wtnid. And no, h won't take 80 


days—more like three weeks. 
Cameron's haven't finished his 
baUoon yet but what a romantic, 
magical thing it will be when lift-off 
occurs sometime in the future on a 
clear, suimner morning when the 
conditions are Just tight. No blast of 
technology, no spaceage bang but a 
silent rising up into the wide, blue 
yonder. 

I now understand what they mean 
at Cameron's when they say 
ballooning should carry a govenunent 
health warning. Try it once and you1l 
be hooked for ever # 
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OTHER EVENTS 

JAN. 11: Senior national 
volleyball champ, 

Madras. 


PRIME SPORTS THIS 


JAN. 12: Senior national 
volleyball champ, 

Madras, National youth 
festival, Bhopal 

iAN 13 Senior national 
volleyball champ, 

Madras; National youth 
festival, Bhopal 
JAN. 14. Senior national 
volleyball champ, 

Madras, National youth 


(4-day)-Bengal vs 

Tnpura, Tripura & Bihar 
vs Assam, Assam; 
National youth festival, 
Bhopal; Australian Open 
tennis, Melbourne; PNB 
centenary invitational 
football, Delhi 
JAN. 17: Ranji 

(4-day)-Bengal vs 

Tripura 6* Bjhar vs 



Euraptan Sacear Show: Viawara lova tha avantl 


festival, Bhopal 
JAN. 1S; Senior national 
volleyball champ, 

Madras; National youth 
festival, Bhopal, 

Ranji (one-day)-Bengal 
vs Tripura, Tripura & 
Bihar vs Assam, Assam; 
PNB centenary 

invitational football, 
Delhi. 

JAN. 16. Ranji 


Assam, Assam; 

Australian Open tennis, 
Melbourne: PNB 

centenary inviutional 
football, Delhi. 

IAN. 18: Ranji 

(4-day)-Bengal vs 

Tripura & Bihar vs 
Assam, Assam; 

Australian Open tennis, 
Melbourne; PNB 

centenary invitational 


football, Delhi. 

JAN. 19: Ranji 

(4-day)-Bengal vs 

Tripura & Bihar vs 
Assam, Australian Open 
tennis, Melbourne; KD 
Singh Babu hockey 
(under-14), Lucknow; 
PNB centenary 

inviutional football, 
Delhi. 

JAN. 20; Australian 
Open tennis, Melbourne: 
KD Singh Babu hockey 
(under-14), Lucknow; 
PNB centenary 

invitational football, 
Delhi. 

JAN. 21: Australian 
Open tennis, Melbourne; 
KD Singh Babu hockey 
(under-14), Lucknow; 
PNB centenary 

invitational football, 
Delhi. 

JAN. 22: Australian 
Open tennis, Melbourne; 
KD Singh Babu hockey 
(under-14), Lucknow; 
Nilgiri Trophy inviution 
football, Ooty; National 
kabaddi, Hoogly; PNB 
centenary inviutional 
football, Delhi. 

JAN. 23: KD Singh Babu 
hockey (under-14), 
Lucknow; Australian 
Open tennis, Melbourne; 
Nilgiri Trophy invitation 
football, Ooty; National 
kabaddi, Hooghly; PNB 
centenary invitational 
football, Delhi. 


JAN. 24: Australian 
Open tennis, Melbourne, 
KD Singh Babu hockey 
(under-14), Lucknow: 
Nilgiri Trophy invitation 
football, Ooty; N|itional 
kabaddi, Hooghly; PNB 
centenary invitational 
football, Delhi. 


Watch the Mian Cricket 
Scant on Prima Sportn 











































FORTNIGHT 

PMMB EVENTS ON PRIME SPORTS 


AUSTRALIAN OPEN TENNIS CHAMPIONSHIPS: 

The tennis Grand Slam calendar of 1995 gets underway with 
the Austraiian Open at Fli nders Park in Melbourne. This year, 
the tournament promises to be well contested with most of the 
top players deciding to make the trip Down Under. Tunc in to 
Prime Sports from January 16 onwards for live action of the 
first Grand Siam event of the year. Following are the days and 
timings: 

Monday 16: Australian Open preview (m) at 3.30 am. Day 1, 
round 1 men's and women's singles at 5.30 am, 2 pm & 8.30 
pm. 

Tuesday 17: Day 1, rd. 1 at 10.30 pm; day 2, rd. 1 at 5.30 am, 4 
pm & 7.30 pm. 

Wednesday 18. Day 2, rd. 1 at 10.30 pm; day 3, rd. 2 at 5.30 am, 

2 pm & 8.30 pm. 

Thursday 19: Day 3.rd. 2 at 10.30 pm: day 4, rd. 2 at 5.30 am, 2 
pm 6* 7.30 pm. 

Friday 20: Day 4, rd. 2 at 10.30 pm; day 5. rd.3 at 5.30 am, 2 pm 

&8.30 pm. 

Saturday 21 * Day 5, rd. 3 at 10.30 pm; day 6, rd. 3 at 5.30 am & 

2 pm. 

Sunday 22: Day 6, rd. 3 at 10.30 pm; day 7, rd. 4 at 5.30 am & 

8 30 pm. 

Monday 23' Day 7, rd. 4 at 10.30 pm; day 8, rd. 4 at 5.30 am, 2 
pm & 8.30 pm. 

Tuesday 23: Day 8 rd 4 at 10 30 pm; day 9 men's quarterfinals 
at 5.30 am, 2 pm & 8.30 pm. 

SOCCER: 

Wednesday 11: Futbol Mondial at 2 am and 8 am. 

Thursday 12: Futbol Mundial at 1 pm 

Friday 13: Futbol Mundial at 4.30 am 

Saturday 14: Asian Football Show at 11.30 pm & European 

Soccer Show at 2.30 pm. 

Sunday 15: European Soccer Show at 2.30 am & 8.30 am; 

Asian Football Show at 4 pm; Sunday 22; Futbol Mundial at 2 
am: European Soccer Show at 2.30 pm 
Tuesday 24: European Soccer Show at 2.20 am 

WWF: 

Friday 13: Wrestling Spotlight at 2.30 pm I 



Sififl Orif: Will she be able W deffeiid tbe Aimralian Open slnolei 
tble? 


Saturday 14: Wrestling Spotlight at 12.30 am 
Sunday 15: Wrestling Mania at 5 pm 
Tuesday 24: Wrestling Spotlight at 4 am 

CRICKET: 

Wednesday 11: Benson & Hedges World Series at 9 30 pm, 

12.30 am & 4.30 am 

Friday 13: Indian Cricket Scene at 9.30 pm & 1.30 pm 
Sunday 15: Benson & Hedges World Series highlights at 8 30 
pm 

'Tuesday 17; Indian Cricket Scene at 9.30 pm Benson & 
Hedges World Series at 8.30 pm 

Thursday 19: Benson & Hedges World Senes final highlights at 

8.30 pm 

Friday 20: Benson 6r Hedges World Senes final highlights at 2 
pm. 

All timings in 1ST 





































S O often we hear people 

lamenting the lack of facilities in 
Indian sport; that there is no use 
in becoming a professional sportsman 
in this country. And yet look all 
around you and you will notice that 
most of our sportspeople have 
acquired jobs primarily because of 
their sporting talents. 

1 recall interviewing Britain's ace 
hockey striker Sean Kerly at the Seoul 
Olympic Games. Kerly was one of the 
players of the tournament and when I 
asked him about his background* etc. I 
was surprised (nay* shocked) that he 
was unemployed at that point of time. 

The reason for his LOO (Cockney 
slang for Lack Of Occupation) came as 
an even bigger blow to me. "1 asked 
my employers to grant me leave to 
come to the Olympics* but they 
refused*" he said: "So I had to resign 
my job and come here." And just in 
case you forgot* Britain went or to 


win the hockey gold at Seoul. 

But that didn't mean Kerly could 
return home* wear his gold medal 
around his neck* walk into his office 
and demand his job back. No way* 
Jose. He simply had to hang his medal 
in his showcase and go job hunting. 
What would an Indian sportsperson 
have to say if he/she were in Kerly's 
predicament? Simple. Blame the 
system. As they say* society is to 
blame* isn't it? 

Yet we find that there is more and 
more money coming into Indian 
sport. Take the just concluded Indian 
cricket season* which had three very 
generous sponsors for three different 
parts of the season. We shifted from 
the Pepsi one-day series to the 
exciting Wills World Series and then 
back to the one-day series before 
moving onto the eventful Direaor's 
Special Test Series. Sandwiched in 
between all this was the Ranji Trophy 


games also sponsored by Pepsi. No 
wonder one cynic commented that 
we graduated from soft drinks* to 
cigarretes to booze. 

And just in case cricket fans didn't 
have their share of brand promotions* 
the players' shirts were converted into 
walking advenising hoardings with 
Wills making their mark on the Indian 
team uniforms and the West Indian 
branch of Ispat having their say on the 
tourists' gear. 

Needless to add that all this is good 
for the game. But unfortunately it is 
only in cricket where we find this mad 
scramble between sponsors. And it is 
no coincidence that cricket is the sport 
which is best organised in the country. 
Many companies shy away from 
sponsoring events other than cricket 
because of their insecurities 
concerning the vaqous sporting 
associations and federations* 
especially because they have no 
control of their money once it is in the 
hands of the organisers. 

Fortunately there are signs of 
economic movement in other sports 
too. The Scissors Cup football 
tournament is a prime example. Not 
only is it the highest prize money 
football tournament in the country* 
but is also fast growing in prestige and 
could soon take its place among other 
top all-India tournaments* if it hasn't 
already. 

Yet there are so many other sports 
which are almost totally neglected 
even though we produce world class 
performers in them. Take for 
instance the case of Manoj Kothari* 
who won the world billards title. 
till today he hasn't been given the 
Aijuna Award for his achievement. 

The cash awarded to him was made 
available to him only after he ran from 
pillar to post. 

Finally, it takes a generous cricketer 
to offer his services to raise money for 
Aijuna awardees* who are supposed 
to represent the cream of Indian sport. 
And what does the cridteter get in 
return for his efforts? CrltlcisnLthat 
some of the money hasn't been 
accounted for. 

But then again* as we said* society is to 
blame. • 

Andy O'Brian 
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To mLnderstaiid what makes Astroturf 

so sporting 

read between the grass-. ’ 

Astn^uirf 'Phc ground that stage.s st)nio of the most dramatic thrillers oi i earth (pun 
intended) And in turn, poses a severe problem with regard to maintenance 

Firstly, the accumulating dust makes the acrylic turf liard and therefore hurting 
Moreover, the speedy games getierate a lot of heat and static electricity due to friction. 
'Iliereby increasing the chances of in)ury to the players. 

As a result, regular watering becomes a mu.st to clean and cool the grounds That 
U'/O, with hi-tech equipment anti expert guidance 

Stimethiiig we’ve excelled in. For over thirty years, we’ve supplied high quality, 
made to-order .sj-)rinkler .systems for Astroturf all over the country As will be proved 
by Natitjna' Stadium-New Delhi, Chandigarh HtK'key Stadium, Bombay Hockey 
As.sociation and Salt fake Stadium-Calcutta, to name a few 


So next time your ground needs watering, call Aid if you still haven’t got the 
message as to whom, don’t worry. Ju.st read this copy again But this time, read between 
the lines. 




For further details call 

PREMIER IRRIGATION EQUIPMENT LIMITED 

17/1C, Alipore Road, Calcutta-700 027 
Tel Calcutta-4795155/7455/9530 • 

New Oelhi-6852058 • Bangalore-601670 • Pune 647156 
• Bhopal-557058 • Hyderabad-8447755 
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mJF:'.- reak 
away and set 
yourself on a trail 
of adventure. 

A trail full of 
thrilling options 
that only Uttar 
Pradesh offers. 


SKliNG 

The inviting snow clad 
slopes of Auli. Between 
December and March, it 
is where the action is. 
Zip down a sheer slope 
or just enjoy the snow. 
And you need to bring 
only your sense of 
adventure along. 

We'll provide the rest. 
Equipment, instructors 
for beginners and 
advanced learners, 
porters, comfortable 
boarding and lodging. 




Trek through virgin forests and refreshing hills with gurgling 
streams and meandering rivers. Pitch your own tents or stay in 
our beautifuUy located tourist bungalows. Trekking bases at; 
Mussoorie, Uttarkashi, Pauri, Joshimath, Gwaldam, Nainital, 
Almora, Kausani, Chaukori...and many more. 



Go river rafting on the rapids of the Ganga. Fight jagged rocks 
and swirling waters in a canoe or a kayak. Exhilarating, yet so 
safe. Thanks to our trained instructors and latest equipment. 
Camp Site: Kaudiyala (Near Rishikesh). 


wiip»Cin 

U.P's forests are teeming 
with varied wildlife. 
Track the elusive tiger on 
an elephant back. Watch 
herds of deer take alarm 
at your approach, view 
the majestic tuskers or 
lithe crocodiles basking 
on river banks, lend your 
ears to hundreds of 
species of birds making 
music. All at: Corbett, 
DudhwaandRajaji 
National Parks. 



For detailed information and 
reservations, contact: 

U.P. Tourism 
3 Naval KUhore Road, 
Lucknow 226 001 
Ph: (0522)228349,225165 
Fax:(0522)221776. 
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Garhwal Mandal Vikas Nigam Ltd., 74/1, Rajpur Road, Dehradun-248 001 (U.P.) Ph.; (0135) 26817, 24921 Fax: (0135) 24408. ^ 
Kuma onMandal Vikas Nigam Ltd., SachivaUy Buading,Malliul,Nainital-263001(U.P.) Ph.: (05942) 3209,3356 Fax: (05942)3209. 









_ C o f g-/ 1 ^ ^ ^ _ 

25th Jan—14th Feb 1995 Volume 16 Issue 2 An Ananda Bazar Publication Rs 12.00 / 



20 

'TMBEATING PEOPLE TOO 
BADLY..." 

says tennis' world No 1 Pete 
Sampras m an exclusive 
interview 

10 

RUSTINPEACE 

Lacklustre performances from 
the English team, and some 
inspired performances from the 
Australians saw the latter 
retammg the Ashes 

61 

"FOOTBALL IS NOT GULU 
DANDA" 

says the AIFF chief, Pnya Ranjan 
Das Munshi who is trying to 
improve India's footballing 
scenario 


COVER PHOTOGRAPH FROM 
ASIA FEATURES AND POSTER 
PHOTOGRAPH BY 
PROFESSIONAL SPORT 



6 

FEATURE ON SHANE WARNE 

14 

AUSTRALIAN OPEN: A 
REPORT 

28 

BEST OF SPORTS 
PHOTOGRAPHY 

40 

MAILBAG 

42 

READERS'QUIZ 

44 

PROFILE OF MISHA GREWAL 

48 

GOLF FOR BEGINNERS 

51 

CLASSIC GOLF FEATURE 

54 

JOAO HAVELANGE: THE 
GREATDICTATOR 

64 

PREVIEW 

66 

FREEWHEELING 


Due to a shift in _ 
sdiedules, the Mdtt 
^Hutsworidyiflli 
15-28, l995.TEh!tl 



MIOR Mansur All Khan Pataudi 

Printed iHidpublliMfcirAnarKta Bazar 

by Gf^lt Kumar Baau at fte praaa at 6 & 9 PraaJa 
SteHar Siraat and alao prtetod at Ananda Ofiaat 
PrivateUmlted p|ot60/7 SitelV Sa W bab a d 
InduairWAiaaGhaalabad 20''010 UtterPmadaah 
A^aurchvgatorSrinagarandEx OaKaandTripiaa 
20patoa NorthEaatemStatea25paiaa 


FOCUS 


WARN(E)ING! 
SHANE'S 
SIZZLING! 


Fimner England 

l^spinner 

nqBiN* 

HOBBS analyses 
the Shane Wame* 
phenomenon 


C ERTAIN sporting moments 
slick in the memory for 
ever, and Vm sure that all 
those who were present at 
Old Trafford in 1993 will never forget 
Shane Warne's first ball in a Test in 
England In the words of Desmond 
Lynam, 'How did he do that?' 

Mike Catting, one of the best 


players of spin in the country, was like 
a rabbit transfixed by a weasel.'a 
dipping legbreak, spun from a high, 
cocked wrist, pitched just outside leg 
stump, and turned about 18 inches to 
hit the lop of the off stump. Catting 
stood rooted to the spot, and disbelief 
showed on his face when he 
eventually shuffled off to the pavilion. 


Shane Warne had arrived. 

In 1930 Clarrie Crimmett, the most 
successful wrist-spinner to visit these 
shores from Australia, had taken 29 
wickets in five Tests. By the lime the 
sun set on The Oval at the end of August 
1993 Warne had taken 34 wickets in 
six Tests—but if it hadn't been for the 
confidence shown in him by the 
Australian selectors Warne's talent 
could have been lost for ever, for he 
stai ted indifferently at Test level in 
1991-92. 

After a handful of Sheffield Shield 
matches for Victoria, Warne was 
pitched into the Test arena against 
India at Sydney, and was hit for 130 
from 43 overs, taking only one wicket. 
At Adelaide he failed to take a wicket 
while conceding 78 runs, and was 
then dropped from the national side. 

I'm convinced that had he been 
English he would never have been 
seen at the top level again, but with 
help and encouragement from three 
ex-Australian legspinners—^lim 
Higgs, Kerry O'Keeffe and Terry 
Jenner—a much fitter, 
trimmed-down Shane Warne was 
selected to tour Sri Lanka. It proved to 
be the turning point of the young 
man's career. Mauled to the tune of 
107 runs in 22 overs, Warne must 
have been wondering if he would ever 
uke another Test wicket....but, 
thrown the ball by Allan Border with 
Sri Lanka coasting in their second 
innings, Warne came up 
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trumps—three wickets for none In 13 
balls—and Australia won a famous 
virtory by just 16 runs 

The blond legspmner has not 
looked back since then In the next 
two senes, against West Indies and 
New Zealand, world-renowned 
players like Richie Richardson and 
Martin Crowe struggled to come to 
terms with his subtle variations 
Indeed, just before the 1993 Ashes 
senes, Crowe opined that Wame was 
the best leg spmner in the world 
Nobody in England took much notice 
we had heard it all before Rich'ie 
Benaud had little success here, other 
than in one memorable Test on his 
third tour in 1961, John Gieeson took 
12 wickets 111 the 1968 senes, but 
never looked like running through 
England, and the three 'H's—Holland, 
Hohns and Higgs—all of whom were 
legspinners of high pedigree at home, 
struggled to come to terms with the 
much slower English pitches Surely 
Warne was just another name on this 
list’ How wrong we werel 

So how does he do it’ Wame has a 
very economical run -up and a classic 
side-on delivery bad balls are a ranty 
Highly frugal, he can and does bowl 
lor hours on end—his new captain 
Mark Taylor has said it is most difficult 
to take the ball from him He never 
seems to tire, wheeling away over 
after over, often bowling around the 
wicket into the rough outside leg 
stump Some call this negauve 
bowlmg 1 would disagree, as so few 
present-day batsmen have the 
technique to cope with this form of 
attack For many, the only shot they 
have to offer is the infernal sweep, 
which IS very dangerous against the 
turmngball 

As his Brisbane triumph showed, 
Shane Wame will be playing a major 
role m the cunent Ashes series, and 
should be a thorn m the side of 
England—and the other Test-playing 
countries—for years to come He 
really is a jewel in the crown m my 
eyes. How nice It was In 1993 to see 
boys everywhere trying to emulate 
Shane Wame instead of just another 
fastbosvler. 

Rumours abound that he was 



PHOTOORAPHS PIWOCEPMANOHMWOEVkOEV 


offered lucrative terms to play county 
cncket He may have been nght to 
reject the overtures. Look at Mushtaq 
Ahmed’ so successful for Somerset, he 
has been dropped for Pakistan's tour 
of South Africa 

During the recent short senes in 
Pakistan, Wame met and swapped 
theories with the wily old Pakistan 


legspmner Abdul Qadir, and the 
results of their meeting are awaited 
with interest It has been suggested 
that one new Warne variation will see 
the ball spinning backwards after 
pitching If that's the case, at least the 
English batsmen are unlikely to be out 
bowled' # 

WISOEN CMCKET monthly 
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ENGLISH 

CRICKET 


R.I.P 
(RUST ir 
PEACE) 

Internal bickering and lacklustre 
performances from the English team saw 
the Australians retaining the 
Ashes yet again, DA VID McMAHON 
reports from Melbourne 


A fter England fast bowler 
and apparent all-rounder 
Darren Gough put England 
back in the series during 
the Sydney Ashes Test, lots of people 
wanted to talk to him But one call he 
ioi>k in the dressing room was from a 
90-year-old bloke with a quivering 
voice who wanted to tell him what a 
great |ob he had done The caller was 
Harold Larwood 

Its a lunny game, cricket Here in 
Melbourne in Christmas week, 
Australia walked all over England Yet 
one week later m the Sydney Test, 

1 ngland. though much maligned, 
suddenly found their feet and did 
everything but win the Test The 
Ashes, therefore will stay with 
Australia, but what a contrast the two 
Tests were 

In Melbourne, Australia batted first 
and made 279, England replied with 
212, Australia then declared at 7 for 
320 and England got themselves into 
all sorts of trouble with four wickets 
crashing for 79 But when Mike 
Gatting and Steve Rhodes resumed 
10 


their partnership on the morning of 
December 29, there was to be no 
respite for them Gatting fell with the 
total at 81, Rhodes at 88, DeFreitas, 
Gough and Malcolm at 91, and when 
Tufnell was last man out, only one 
more run had been added 

Melburnians had flocked to the 
MCG to watch the last day's play. 
Instead, they watched England lose 
six wickets for 13 runs m only 56 
minutes Craig McDermott took the 
Man-of-the-Match award, but the 
glory of that last morning was 
cornered by Shane Warne, who 
removed DeFreitas, Gough and 
Malcolm for a hat-trick. Interestingly 
enough, the last two Australian 
hat-tricks were shared by Wame's 
fellow Victorians, Merv Hughes and 
Damien Fleming. Hughes got his 
against the West Indies in 1988 and 
Fleming against Pakistan at 
Rawalpindi only three months ago. 

Hughes has not made his way into 
the Ashes side for this series, but 
coincidentally, it was Fleming who 
stood close to Warne after DeFreitas 
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and Gough had come and gone With 
the crowd on the brink Warne turned 
to his mate and asked what he should 
do next I went over and asked 
Flemmo and he said (of his own 
hat-trick) I just closed my eyes and 
thought about bowling a suxk 
out-swingcr So then I closed my eyes 
and thought about bowling a stock 
ball 

Bowl a stock ball he did On the 
receiving end was Devon Malcolm 
that brave bowler who has never been 
a great batsman and who is one of the 
great bunnies of England s cricketing 
history Taylor pulled the noose tight 



Tim May though he wont wickotloss in the 
first two Tests, May was instrumental in 
Australia winning the second Tost thanks to 
some inspired batting 

bnnging the field m Warne delivered 
his stock leg spinner which brushed 
Malcolm s glove and David Boon 
specialist close in liclder sprawled to 
take the catch that would give Warne 
his hat-trick and his own special place 
in Ashes history 

Indeed Warne s was the first for 
Australia in an Ashes Test since Hugh 
Trumble did it at the MCG in 1903-04 
There were other interesting statistics 
l\ too For instance, the press 
5; conferences at the end of the last day s 
play look 61 minutes, which was five 
* 11 











mmiircs longer than England's 
innings on the last day Also, 
hngland's capitulation of 92 all out 
was Its lowest score against Australia 
since It made 87 at the MCG under the 
latePetcrMayin 1958-59 Andjustto 
complete the lonirast, England has 
lost 15 of Its last 19 Tests against 
Australia winning only one Test in 
that sequence 

On Christmas Day the English 
players donned traditional fancy 
dresses lor the camera But the 
camaraderie and gaiety was missing 
and m its place was an air of sobriety, 
because everyone wanted to distance 
oneself from the disaster Trying to 
move furthest was Ray Illingworth, 
who had the ultimate responsibility 
for choosing the English squad 
Finally, even he expressed 
resentment at the casualness that 
prevailed in the team "It's not myjob 
to fix up net practices It's their job and 
It's up to them to do it It's then job on 
the line, not mine, if they don't do the 
business," ranted Illingworth, and 
this statement brought into focus the 
wrangling that persisted in the 
England team 

On the other hand if the Australians 
have been performing so well it is 
because of a sense of pride, a feeling of 
dignity that would see them regain 
the Ashes As Bobby Simpson, the 
Australian manager put it "All we 
could do was to be loyal to the players 
at every possible opportunity At the 
same nine, we emphasised that the 
bottom line was pride in their own 
performance and pride in performing 
for their country We emphasised 
exactly what wearing the baggy green 
cap of Austiaha should mean as a 
symbol of pride And needless to say 
It was this pride that saw the 
Australians play with purpose'—a 
smgleminded purpose to win 

Mike Atheiton was suitably 
subdued after the final day's play, 
"What we need is to gel some runs on 
the board and reverse the pressure," 
he said Just how prophetic those 
words would be, even he could never 
have predicted 

Craig McDarmott Tha Australian workhorse 
wia lavor tiros. Though ho had to shoulder a 
lo o^iiaponsihilityhodidsoandwithalan 
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REVIEW 


But the Sydney Test did not start 
with any great promise by the pride of 
England's batting England batted 
first, but in the Test's opening 
moments, you would have thought 
that Bugs Bunny and his family were 
padded up and doing battle, instead of 
the best cricketers in England 
Opening batsman and former captain 
Graham Gooch was gone, caught 
Healy bowled Fleming, for one 
solitary run Graeme Hick, the 
number three batsman and 
much-touted hero, was bowled by 
McDermott for two Graham Thorpe 
was Ibw to McDermott for 10 and 
England were three down for 20 runs 

Then Atherton and John Crawley 
found the steel that England had so 
often promised but never brandished 
All right enough of that, back to the 
cricket now When Atherton scholar, 
gentleman and cricketer departed 
England had 194 runs on the board 
To the wicket strode the pugnaaous 
Mike Gatling, former England captain 
and hero of many an Ashes contest 
He departed with only a duck to his 
name, caught Healy bowled 
McDermott and England were still 
stuck on 194 Crawely went at 196 
and Rhodes at 197 

Unlikely though it many-seem the 
story changed at this point, England's 
best batsmen had failed Now the tail, 
comprising Gough, Malcolm, Fraser 
and Tufnell took England to an 
improbable 309 It was Gough who 
swung his bat lustily at everything 
that came his way Atherton, who top 
scored, had made 88 in 329 minutes 
Gough, perhaps impatient at the way 
the senior men had capitulated, 
battered McDermott and everyone 
else He reached his 50 m 52 balls 
Fraser stayed at the wicket for 140 
mmutes to score 27 and hold the tail 
together and more importantly, keep 
one end going as Gough murdered the 
bowlers Tellingly, Fraser had 
occupied the crease for more than 
twice as long as Gatting, Gooch, Hick 
and Thorpe all put together 

Then Malcolm, for his part, looked 
as though he meant to atone for all his 
embarrassmg batting over the years in 
one single innings In only 18 balls he 


struck 29 runs, thumping not one six 
off Warne but two Later, he 
explained that they were tokens of 
retribution for himself and Gough, as 
they had given Warne his hat-inck in 
Melbourne When Malcolm was 
finally out, he received a standing 
ovation I hope he cherished a He 
may never get another one for his 
batting, but by God this one was richly 
deserved 

Australia then collapsed for 116 in 
only 42 5 overs In an amazing 
display only Taylor (49) Steve 
Waugh (10) and McDermott (21) got 
into double figures as Gough scythed 
through the batting with six wickets 
for 49 England, having started so 
shakily, were now in front by 193 on 


the board On the final morning, then, 
the home side needed 310 runs off 90 
overs at 3 4 runs per over Most 
importantly, all its wickets were 
intact We will chase until we have 
no chance of winning," said coach 
Bob Simpson and that is exactly what 
happened 

On the final day. Slater and Taylor 
took the total to 200 before Slater 
(103) tell to Fraser Taylor (113) went 
at 239, bowled by Malcolm Then 
suddenly, it seemed as though 
England would win Six Australian 
wickets fell quickly. Boon, Bevan, the 
two Waughs and Healy following 
Taylor back to the dressing room 
Australia had lost seven wickets and 
there was only 292 runs on the board 



the first innings Atherton and Gooch 
took the second innings to 54 before 
Gooch went but the captain and Hick 
saw the night out at one wicket for 90 
The next day, Atherton went for 67 
but Hick and Thorpe look the score to 
255, an overall lead of 448, when 
Atherton declared the innings closed 
leaving Hick stranded on 98 He was 
roundly booed by England s 
supporters for this decision, but 
England manager Keith Fletcher 
defended the move saying "The 
game of cricket is the important thing, 
not the individual' 

With the pressure on Australia after 
Its first-innings capitulation, Mark 
Taylor and Michael Slater saw the 
evenmg out with no worries, playing 
confidently and putung 139 runs on 


Victory was no longer a question for 
the home side but averting a loss was 
going to be a big task In the end, it was 
the two spinners Warne and May, 
who saw out play, scoring 36 and 10 
respectively to keep England at bay 
And the last word on a most 
fasanating Tesi*^ That belonged to 
May, who has gone wicketless in two 
Tests Having batted for 64 minutes 
adding 52 runs with Warne to take 
Australia lo safety at 7 for 344, he 
quipped 'I had to do something to 
justify my $5000 payment for the 
Test I was counting down the dollars 
for every ball 1 faced As soon as I 
walked out there, I felt all right It was 
one of those situations where it was 
far better to be there than sitting in the 
dressing rooms and worrying "# 
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Arantxa Sanchaz waiting to ba No 1 


Will Andro Agaaii provide tho sport with tho much noodod pop 


Business As Usual I 
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F all the top men s tennis 
players on this planet 
earth two were 
conspicuous by their 
absence at this years Australian Open 
Sergei Bruguera and 
Alberto Berasategiii But 
then It IS no secret that these two 
Spaniards have more in common than 


their nationality and their ability to 
play on a particular surface Both also 
have a remarkable ability to play the 
IBM/ATP computer, better than they 
can play tennis on any other surface, 
apart from clay Naturally they 
declared that they are allergic to the 
greenish-blue colour of the surface 
here 


Yet the Deco-Turf in Melbourne has 
been praised as the "truest" surface 
which gives all players an even 
chance The faa that if)>rovides equal 
opportunity to the baseliner as well as 
the serve and volleyer allows not only 
for great—and close—matches but 
plenty of upsets too The surface instils 
confidence even in baseline hogs like 
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that it neailt? Btcfcar fatharliood has givan his eartar Iba aacoaragamant that it naads 


The tennis at the Australian Open is just a side 
shoM .Gossip, the seorchincj heat and plenty of 
beers are definitely the uiain event 


Michael Chang who has previously 
never regarded the Australian Open 
as his favourite battleground. 

Chang's prc-loumament 
confidence was echoed by another 
front runner for the title: World No. 3 
Boris Becker. Having played in 1992 
and '93 in spite of not being fully fit. 
Becker sacrificed the 1994 


I tournament to witness the birth of his 
son Noah. Today we witness a 
happier, keener, hungrier and 
rejuvenated 27-year-old German. 

Another contender who also 
experienced pre-tournament hype 
was two time champion Jim Courier. 
His win at the Australian Hard Court 
Championships in Adelaide the week 


before Melbourne Mp^phdtoV5pb^^ 
hurry ing to \06k thei^j^acdSo^^yt^ 
lush green banMI^ the Ydrra 6utside 
the Flinders Park complex to witness a 
possible victory ritual. But the moot 
point of this Australian Open is 
whether this first Grand Slam of 1995 
can set up what promises to be the 
rivalry of the year—between Pete 
Sampras versus Andre Agassi. 

Ever since Sports Illustrated asked 
its most famous sporting question: Ts 
Tennis Dying?' experts have predicted 
that the game needs rivalries and that 
these two 

Americans have it in them to be the 
saving grace of tennis. 

Even Agassi's new campaign for 
Nike sportswear makes a direct hit at 
the state of the game: Tennis Sucks' is 
the line that has replaced 'Just do it', 
and the onus has fallen on this 
tournament to prove that tennis 
doesn't suck after all. 

Without doubt, the absence of Steffi 
Graf and Jennifer Capriati sadly 
relegated the ladies tournament to a 
sidelight, though their withdrawals 
did lead to a fair share of rumour. 
Graf's withdrawal a full ten days 
before the tournament began, gave 
rise to gossip that it had more to do 
than just a simple injury. Since ten 
days is enough time for a professional 
sporispcrson to recover from injury, 
perhaps Graf should have waited to 
see her progress before finally making 
her decision. Capriati's staying away is 
rumoured to be more to do with an 
unsuccessful comeback bid rather 
than influenza. Nevertheless, both 
reasons can be termed as 'sick'. 

But then in a tournament of this 
nature rumour is always the top seed 
with beer drinking a close second. The 
tennis is more often than not 
incidental; a mere excuse to sit out in 
the sun, scoff monster sandwiches 
and guzzle a few lagers. In the midst of 
all this, rumour, scandal and gossip is 
always welcome. 

Even if it is ridiculous as the story 
about Andre Agassi being signed to act 
opposite girlfriend Brooke Shields in a 
Broadway production of 'Grease'. 

After all what's life without a little bit 
of spice! 

Andy O'Brien. Melbourne 
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ANOTHER DAY IN 



^^ DAY from Sunny 
d Melbourne! 

Good day? You 
. V? cannot be serious! 
Melbourne weather never ever 
permits a good day. Here we are in the 
midst of the Australian Open as well as 
in the midst of a heat wave that has 
scorched the Deco Turf 11 at Flinders 
Park. Melbourne is very much like 
that little girl with the little curl; when 
it's hoi it's very very hot, when it's 
cold, its dreadful. 

The 35 plus degree temperatures 
have sent the spectators here 
scurrying to the Foster's stands (not 
that Aussies needed any real excuse to 
guzzle beer). The temperatures have 
also sent the tournament's top seed 
Peti Sfmpras to the sports shops 


down Flinders Street looking for a cap. 
Sampras was averse to wearing any 
form of head gear while playing 
because he fell it hindered his sight 
during service. Yet the Melbourne sun 
has got to Sampras too. 

And so each day you trudge along to 
this magnificent tennis stadium, 
adjacent to the historic Melbourne 
Cricket Ground (MCG) armed with all 
sorts of beat-lhe-heai paraphernalia; 
shorts, sleeveless T-shirt, 'thongs' 
(Aussie for chappals), sun block 
(Aussie for suntan oil), and a bedouin 
cap invented and popularised by Ivan 
Lendl to keep the sun off the back of 
his neck . And how can one forget a 
pair of colourful glares that would 
make a rainbow look snow white in 
comparison. Another thing that is 


Flinders Park: the *coolatf place in the world 
to play tennis 

compulsory is a visit to one of the 
numerous Fosters stands on the way 
up to your seat to arm yourself with 
the liquid which is neaar to all 
Australians. 

It's a routine you follow day in and 
day out since the Open began almost a 
week earlier. After all it's just another 
day at the office. Only in this office 
you look for a seat which has an 
unoccupied seat in front of it, so that 
the latter can serve as your leg rest. So 
there you are settling down to a good 
hot day of tennis (well, a hot day of 
good tennis) and then...Melbourne 
weather strikes. The sky is suddenly 
overcast, the wind Increases its pace 
and it's chilly. At first it comes as a 
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PARADISE 


ANDY O'BRIEN soaks up some 
sun and the genial atmosphere 
at Flinders Park 


during the break to pick up a jacket. weather. 

You return to the wonderfully floodlit Where else will you get a champion 
centre court and pray that the who runs out of the stadium after 

organisers close the moveable roof winning the final and plunges into the 
over the stadium to keep out the cold, muddy Yarra river that meanders 

And coming to think of it just a few alongside the tennis complex...? 

hours ago you thought your skin Jim Courier circa 1992, 1993. 

would be roasted like a good old Where else would a tennis legend 

Aussie barbie (read bar-b-qiie). But as eventually run out ot luck and get 
they say, the only thing predictable disqualified for shooting off his mouth 

about Melbourne weather is its a time loo many ? 

unpredictability. It's true that you can John McEnroe circa 1990. 
experience all four seasons (winter. Where else could a Croat, who 

spring, summer and fall) all in a single bangs down service aces as if it were 
day... going out of fashion, get more vocal 

Before this starts sounding like a supFiort from the crowd than his 
Melbourne weather report, maybe we home grown Aussie opponent ? 
ought to change the topic. Did I hear Goran Ivanisevic, circa...makc that 
someone say 'tennis'. Oh, yes.iennis. every year. 

Funnily enough the tennis loo at the Where else would a champion of 
Australian Open is as freaky as the Greek origin speak in Greek to thank a 



relief. But then comes the rain and 
you run for cover. Alter all, you can't 
allow your beer to become watery, 
can you? 

The players are lucky for they can 
take refuge in the dressing rooms 
which in this modern tennis complex 
are conveniently situated just beside 
the couns unlike in Wimbledon where 
players have to walk great distances to 
get to the courts. 

Having had their say,ihe clouds 
hang in there for a while longer, 
shooting the temperature down like a 
Goran Ivanisevic ace. But hey you've 
left your winter clothes back home 
and they don't serve brandy at the 
beer stalls. Nevertheless, you manage 
to last the morning session of play, but 
to remain for the evening session 
requires a quick journey back hotne 
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Sampras' shadow will haunt tha 
opposition on a surf oca which gives avoryone 
an equal chance 

vast band ol suppoiicis made up ol the 
ethnic Greek population ol 
Melbourne 

Pete Sampras circa 1994. 

And where else could the official 
souvenir shop sell everything from 
colourful zinc oxide to tampons ^ 

Only at this tournament mate. 


where the atmosphere is so easy going 
that it is nicknamed "The Relaxed ■ 
Open". Wimbledon is religiously 
traditional than the Australian Open 
borders on blasphemy. 

There was a time when players 
stayed away from the tournament 
Down Under because the sea voyage 
was much too long and tedious. Even 
alter ait travel replaced travel on the 


high seas, there was a reluctance on 
the part of the players to make the 
journey. Yet, this year, the 
tournament organisers boasted that 
they had the strongest line up 
(especially in the men's draw) in the 
history of the Australian Open. And 
that's because at the end of it all, the 
Aussie Open is worth travelling 
halfway around the world lor. 

That's why I'm here...Hie! # 
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“I'm Beating 
People 

Too Badly" 


That s what 
the 

ituiestructihic 
Pete Sampras 
confideil to 
PA UL FEIN 
in an 
exclusive 
conversation 



HIS much we know about Pete 
Sampras: 

He's the sports world's most 
unknown sporting superstar, and 
he likes it like that. 

He's always idolised classy A ustralian 
champions of yester-year, especially Rod 
Laver and Ken Rosewall and emulates their 
sporting demeanour and classic games. 

He plays ultra-powerful but often sublime 
tennis, and he covets Grand Slam titles more 
than anything else. 

He contrasts withxhe\chansmatic world No. 2 
Andre Agassi and 1980s legends John 
McEnroe and Jimmy Connors, and is so 
reserved and uncontroversial that the media 
calls him boring. He doesn 't like that. 

So who is the real Pete Sampras anyway? 

What's life at the top like? Is it a lot of 
pressure and aggravation or a wonderful 
dream come true? 

A little bit of both It's a dream come true, and| 
it's wonh all the extra aggravation and the less 
privacy compared to if you were ranked 100 
in the world You get your pros and cons. But 
this is something maybe I'll appreciate more 
when I get older because now everything is 
moving so fast 

You enjoyed a sensational first half of 
1994, capturing the Australian, Lipton, 
Italian and Wimbledon titles. Were you 
at all surprised you could sustain such 
near-perfect tennis and near-total 
domination in such a talent-deep sport? 

I was pi ying probably the best tennis of my 
career for he first five months—because it is 


tough to win a lot ot matches and a lot of 
tournaments, especially in today's game 
because the depth is very good. So 1 was a little 
bit surprised, but on the other hand, I stayed 
healthy and I played well and 1 was eager to 
win a lot of titles. As a result those five or six 
months were just about perfect. 

Can you play even better in 1995? 

I don't know if you can get much better. I 
only lost two or three matches (in that 
stretch). Hiis year I'm going to have to stay 
healthy and play hard and do the things I've 
been doing the whole of last year. Sure, it can 
be done again. 

After you won Wimbledon your body 
broke down, and you were either 
sidelined or playing below top form. Did 
you learn any lessons from what 
happened? 

Yeah. When I initially got my (ankle) injury, 

I kept on playing and then went over for a 
Davis Cup tie in Holland. And it really took its 
toll on me. This year. I'm going to play a bit 
more on clay and take a bit more time off so 
my body will be in better shape. Once you get 
that injury, you really need to rest it. I didn't. 

About the present Australian Open, 
which you easily won in '94 do you like 
their ultra-modem tennis center and 
their controversial 'Rebound Ace' 
rubberised surface? 

Of all the Slams, it's the most convenient 
stadium for the players because you walk 
straight to the locker room. You don't have to 
walk through the grounds. So it's a great 
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That’s what the 
game needs— 
rivalries. That's 
what makes 
sport terrific, 
rivalries like the 
Celtics and the 
Lakers and 
Ali-Frazier. Andre 
and I with our 
different styles of 
play and the 
different ways vve 
carry ourselves is 
something that 
could one day 
turn into a good 
rivalry 









stadium. The Rebound Ace is a decent court. 
(But) it changes speeds as a surface (in 
extreme heat). It's also a little sticky, and you 
don't have much 'give' with your feet, so you 
might see a lot of sprained ankles. I think 
they're going to keep the Rebound Ace for a 
while. You have your pros and cons with it. I 
prefer a hard court, but they want to be a little 
different from the US Open. I've heard 
rumours they're going to put in synthetic 
grass which I'm not in favour of. Most of the 
players think Rebound Ace is good, but not 
perfect. 

Who do you figure will be your 
toughest opponents at Melbourne? 

Courier did take some time off last year and 
will be fit and ready to go. Agassi, who has 
never played there, had a really good last 
three or four months. Edberg always plays 
well there. There's Becker and Siich. So there 
are probably half a dozen guys capable of 
winning it. 

Sports fans are craving for a dynamic 
men's rivalry. Agassi has reached a 
career-high No. 2. Will you and Andre 
provide the big 1995 rivalry? 

I certainly hope so. That's what the game 
needs—rivalries. That's what makes sports 
terrific, rivalries like the Celtics and the Lakers 
and Ali-Frazier. Andre and I with our 
different styles of play and the different ways 
we carry ourselves is something that could 
one day turn into a really good rivalry. I hope 
we can play each other in some Grand Slams 
(tournaments). The Borg-McEnroe 
rivalry—they played in a lot of big Grand Slam 
finals—^made tennis really big in that era. 
That's what we need now. 

Last year when you captured the 
Australian Open, you gave a special 
thank you to your Greek fans. Please tell 
me how much your Greek heritage 
means to you. 

It means a great deal. My Mom (Georgia) 
was born and raised there. My Dad (Soterios) 
is part Greek. So I get a lot of Greek fan mail in 
Australia. There are a lot of Greeks in 
Melbourne. So I feel proud to be Greek. I 
haven't visited Greece, but I plan to some day. 

In Stockholm you said about your 
beard: ''My girlfriend wanted me to try 
it. She says it makes her happy. And 
when shit's happy. I'm happy." How has 
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Delaina Influenced you most and make 
you most happy? 

She's very understanding because the game 
and the lifestyle that I'm in is very 
complicated, and you almost have to be a bit 
selfish on the tour. You praaise at different 
hours and eat at strange times. You need 
someone who is very understanding, very 
independent. I have enough to deal with on 
the court. 1 don't need any outside 
aggravation. We get along well, and she 
understands that I'm going to be travelling 
quite a lot. So it's been working out quite well. 

Do you really feel responsible for 
Oelaina's happiness? I ask because Jim 
Courier revealed he split up with 
Morgane because he felt guilty that she 
was living her life according to his 
schedule. 

1 don't feel that type of guilt because my 
girlfriend is in law school. I've always told her 
she's got to do what she wants to do and not be 
dependent on me. She needs to have her own 
career and her own goals and not live through 
my life. She's in the second year of law school, 
so I think it's really great for our relationship 
that she has her own agenda. Thai's really 
important. 

You had become a very good friend of 
Vitas Gerulaitis. What did Vitas' sudden 
and tragic death mean to you? 

It was a great loss not only for me but for a 
lot of people. I really got to know Vilas well in 
the last couple ot years. We played a lot of golf 
together when he was travelling on the tour 
for ESPN, doing commentary. I got to see him 
a lot. I liked him We got along really well. I 
considered him to be one of my closest 
friends. We talked quite a bit on the phone in 
my lime off. So what happened is just bad luck 
and a big tragedy not only for his family but 
for the whole tennis world. Because Vitas was 
one of the most generous people I've ever met. 

Although you're only 23, you're 
apparently very confident and capable 
off the court, too. I learned that when 
you left ProServ (management 
company) 10 months ago, you 
negotiated the terms of your new 
contract with IMG by yourself. Is that 
i true? 

It was not entirely by myself. My brother 
(Gus) and my Dad were involved. We knew 
what we wanted, and basically we just got it 
done. 



She (Delaine) is 
very 

understanding 
because the game 
and the lifestyle 
that I'm in is very 
complicated, and 
you almost have 
to be a bit selfish 
on the tour. You 


practise at 
different hours 


and eat at strange 
times. I have 
enough to deal 
with on the court 
I don't need any 
outside 
aggravation 
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Let's talk about tennis greatness and 
your eventual place in tennis history. 
You are now in mid-career and have 
amassed two Wimbledons, two US 
Opens and an Australian for five major 
titles. Do you have any career goals such 
as equalling Borg's and Laver's 11 Slam 
titles or Emerson's record 12 or achieving 
a rare Grand Slam? 

I don't really think about it If it happens, 
great If not, then that's life What's important 
are the major titles playing well in them and 
winning them As far as the Grand Slam is 
concerned it is very difficult to do that in 
today s game More realistically I'm just 
hoping to win the French Open one year It 
(clay) IS really not my surface But I feel I can 
play well there, and, hopefully, win there one 
year That's more of a pnonty now than 
winning the whole Grand Slam I just want to 
play well, stay No 1 and win the majors 
That's all there really is to it 

Is 11 or 12 career Slam titles possible 
these days? 

Yeah I think it's realistic I'm only 23 and I 
have five If I can stay healthy and play well I 
can be a favourite in every major for the rest of 
my life It takes a bit of luck to win them, it 
takes peaking at the right time and it takes all 
these different variables to click to win them 
So, sure, it's something that's very possible 

You are a self-described traditionalist, 
and another traditional and important 
section in the record books include 
Davis Cup. Your Davis Cup results thus 
far have been unexceptional for a 
superstar. How Important is it to you to 
fare better in Davis Cup both for you and 
for your country? 

It s something that's very difficult to 
commit to for the whole year because of the 
schedule This year it (the first-round tie) is 
the week after the Australian The week after 
the Lipton is the second round But it s 
something I enjoy I enjoy being with the 
other guys and being in a different 
atmosphere But I'm not going to commit to 
every tie because it's just too much tennis 
And the two times that I have played Davis 
Cup It backfired because of my health 1 need 
to take more time off and re-think my 
schedule I was part of the team in 92, and it 
was a lot of fun winning, but it doesn't 
compare to winning a major tournament 
Thji^ really no comparison 


Some Americans believe that Andre, 
Jim, Michael and you could rule the 
Davis Cup for the rest of the 1990s If you 
simply got together and agreed that two 
of you would always be available for 
every Davis Cup match. Do you find that 
idea both intelligent and feasible? 

I don't know if it can be done Who are the 
two who want to go somewhere right after the 
Australian Open*? But you are right If we 
want to, we can win the Davis Cup for many 
years For instance though, this year I'm not | 

sure what I want to do Andie is unsure I S 
don't know at this point what's going to | 

happen | 

Another traditional and important I 

event is doubles. Yet you rarely play ^ 

doubles and confided that you have no 
motivation to play doubles. What did 
you mean by that? 

I have no desire to play doubles I'm playing 
a lot of singles, and if you play doubles, it can 
hurt your singles physically because then 
you re playing two matches a day The only 
time I'll play doubles is if I haven't played in a 
while and I'll need to hit some serves and 
(service) returns and get a match under my 
belt Doubles can sometimes backfire on you ^ 
Todd Martin, who played really well at | 

Wimbledon, played doubles there He played 
matches every day whereas I think those days ^ 
off are really important Tome, playing | 

doubles IS just a little extra practice i 


Wouldn't doubles, however, help your 
volleying and your service returns from a 
particular court? 

Well, that s true It always helps I'd rather 
on my efays off just have a practice session 
than have doubles matches Doubles is good, 
and It's not so good sometimes 

Like myself and quite a few other 
people, you voiced criticism of Sally 
Jenkins' "Is Tennis Dying?" cover story 
in Sports Illustrated, What specifically 
did you most disagree with? 

She mentioned a couple of details about 
things that I know are not true because she 
was talking about me It was a very negative 
article, and I certainly didn't expect it to be on 
the cover 

Sure, tennis is going through a transition 
nght now, and it's not as popular as it was 
with McEnroe and Connors. Bqt there's no 
reason to knock it as much as she did. It was a 








Hugh article The disappointing trung is ihsfU^ 
people asked me about it two months after it 
came out, And I felt myself defending myself 
and the way I am on the court because of that 
article 





What did Jenkins write about you that 
wasn't true? 

She mentioned that I got a big guarantee to 
play at a tournament in Qatar And she made 
It seem like I arrived there the day before and 
picked up my (appearance) money and left 
That was not the case I got there about three 
days before I played and didn't play a good 
match 1 ended up losing, and she made a bad 
thing into something much worse It just 
wasn't accurate, and so I let her know about it 
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In a recent Inside Sports article, you 
said: ''Right now, people want a 
bench-clearing brawl. They don't want 
to see a clean tennis match. That's the 
way society is today. I'm Just not 
controversial. They want me to be 
someone I'm not: yelling at an umpire, 
throwing a racket." Do you sometimes 
feel that we should create a "Substance Is 
everything" or a "Character is 
everything" motto? 

True I feel there are some people in the 
media who don't understand and don't 
appreaate the kind of tennis I play They want 
something different, something that they can 
have something easy to wnte about I don't 
see what's wrong with me I keep my mouth 
shut, I don t cause uproars and I play good 
tennis To be criticised for that is something I 
find very discouraging and really don't 
understand 

You also remarked: "Maybe it's the 
people who are writing who are boring." 
What did you mean? 

They said I was bonng Maybe I'm not the 
boring one and maybe it's their wnting abibty 
I'm not here to cnticise the wnters But, for 
instance, in England they really didn't know 
what to write about me They just labelled me 
bonng. I really can't worry about stuff like 
that I've got to let it roll off my back and 
realise it's not my problem 

Interestingly, some media people are 
rallying to your defense. Jon Henderson 
of The Observer in England wrote: "A 
sublime talent is always more 
enduringly memorable than one diluted 
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by a splash of vaudeville/' And In The 
New Fori^er Martin Amis asserted: 
^^Laver, RosewalU Ashe: these were 
dynamic and exemplary figures; they 
didn't need 'personality' because they 
had character/' Please give me your 
thoughts about what they wrote. 

it's flattering. Sure, I like to hear stuff like 
that. I certainly think they're right. I try to 
control my emotions and play good tennis. 
Since I was eight, 1 was always raised to try to 
go out there and win. And keep everything 
inside and not get upset. I also think the media 
has changed in the past 20, 30 years. Some of 
It is much more tabloid. I remember speaking 
to Laver at Wimbledon about the media and 
how it was when he was playing. He said it 
was very different then. They were more like 
friends, and they'd have a drink with players 
after a match. That is really unheard of in 
today's sports. Now we definitely keep our 
distance. 

This has been quite an eventful year for 
rule changes and proposed rule changes. 
Which rule changes do you have strong 
opinions about? 

They're all intended to make the fans more 
comfortable so they can move around and not 
be so constricted. As far as the 20-sccond (rest 
between points) rule, there are a number of 
guys who definitely take their time. But they 
(the ATP Tour and ITF) should simply keep 
the 25-second rule and just enforce it when 
guys do take 26 or 30 seconds. I haven't 
played any matches with music during 
changeovers, but it got criticised from a couple 
of guys who lost their matches so obviously 
they weren't in the best of moods. I'm not 
really in favour of the tunes. People come to 
watch tennis. I've heard mixed reviews. But I 
don't think they're going to continue it, at 
least that's what I've heard. 1 oppose changing 
the actual rules of the game, like allowing 
only one serve. Those arc pretty poor. 

What are your views on the 
much-criticised "Best 14" ranking rule? 

It's got its pros and cons. Every time you 
walk on the court it should count (in the 
rankings). The way the system works now, 
that is not actually the case. On the other 
hand, a lot of the top guys, especially the top 
10 guys, are playing 19, 20 or even 2 5 
tournaments. That's good for the game. For 
instance, Chang's playing in Beijing will help 
ten.iis in China. Whereas if we had an average 
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There ere some 
people in the 
medie who don't 
understend end 
don't epprecieto 
the kind of tennis 
thet I ploy. They 
went something 
different, 
something thet 
theycen find 
eesyto 
write ehout. I 
don't see whet's 
wrong with me 
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(ranking) system, he probably wouldn't go to 
China because he'd be hurt by earning less 
ranking points than his average even if he 
won Beijing. So the ATP is trying to work with 
the players to find a ranking system everyone 
can be happy with. The only gripe I have is I 
believe every time you walk out on the court 
it should count and losing in the first round of 
six or seven tournaments and still having a 
very high ranking isn't good for the game. 
They have to find a solution, a happy medium. 

You received a reported $500,000 
appearance monay for playing the Qatar 
Open last January. You lost in the first 
round in singles and doubles. Meanwhile 
the singles champion earned $71J>00. Do 
you have any misgivings about the AIT'S 
legalisation of guarantees at World 
Series (mlddle-level) 




tournaments—which even ProServ CEO 
Donald Dell has condemned? 

It s part of sport Not only are guarantees 
legal in tennis, but it s legal in golf When 
people see stuff like that they don't also hear 
that the next week in Sydney I got a wild card 
I needed to play some matches, and I got a 
guarantee of $20,000 I ended up winning the 
tournament and $40,000 in pnze money So 
there are two sides to the story There is a lot of 
pride out there Tm not No 1 m the world 
because I go out and tank I give it a great 
effort, and sometimes things don't work out 
And that's what happened in Qatar 


You probably bovo to pay 
him HI ordor to wotch 
Samprootmilo 
but tbo fact IS that ho 
hardly kicks up a sweat 
whilo bludgooning his 
oppoaants 


Yeah I'm working on different aspects of 
my game Volleying firmer and returning 
(serve) better I m never going to be 100 per 
cent satisfied with my tennis There are days 
when 1 don i serve well It s an ongoing quest 
for perfertion Thai's what keeps me and 
every athlete going JackNicklaus the 
greatest golfer of all time travels with a golf 
coach because he wants to gci betitr 

In August '94 a red-hot Boris Becker 
remarked: 'af 1 keep on playing like this, 
yes, I believe I could beat anybody so long 
as I don't look across the court and see 
someone named Sampras." Agassi made 
a similarly highly respectful comment 
about you. What do you think of those 
comments? 

They re very flattering To gel the respect of 
your fellow top pros makes you feel good To 
have praise like that from Becker one of the 
greats of all time is nice to hear But I don t 
really think of myself as a dominating player 

You may not think of yourself as a 
dominating player, but you have won 
four of last six Grand Slam events and 
became the only player to be ranked No. 
i throughout the entire year since Ivan 
Lendl in 1987 So you are dominating 

You won l hear me say that That s another 
thing on my resume I guess 

You've confided "I definitely would 
like to go down as someone who is not 
boring and someone who is exciting to 
watch." Since you have been 
"immaculate," as Geruiaitis put it to me, 
in your five Grand Slam final victories, 
will it take some memorably close, 
exciting Slam finals or a great rivalry to 
achieve your wish? 

I think both We need some rivalries and 
we need the classical Grand Slam final like 
Borg versus McEnroe and Connors versus 
Lendl We need those kinds of great matches 
That s what is ultimately the best thing for the 
game Grand Slam finals that go down in the 
history books and our memories We haven t 
really seen that in the past three or four years 
because that s I guess my fault 


Rod Laver admiringly said you have 
"the most complete game of any player 
in the Open Era." Even so, are there areas 
you'd like to improve, such as putting 
more power into your volleys? 


Pete,) you're Just beating people too 
badly. 

Yeah, that s the problem 1 m beating 
people too badly I guess I'll have to apologise 
for that (Laughter) • 

PHOTOGRAPHS PROP6SSIONAL SPORT 27 




LOSING ITS TASTE: Frank Brano was oncn Britain's most lovad sportsman, but ha 
ovontually tumad out to bo a losar who fail^ to inspira, and unlbilunataiy it waa 
Bruno and not his fans who worn ioft salhrating altar his porformancas. With boxing 
spitting out champions by tha doxons and with uttor disordor pravailing in tho apoit 
boxing noodlass to say. has lost its charm 


DRUGS YES, BIITT...I Though it was posHivo drug tosts that dominatod tha world of. 
swimming in racanttimas, tho sport has lost none of its soranity and aosthotic . 
ba a uty as Kristina EgsrsiagI (in pictura) provsd during tha World ChampfonaMps^at. 
Rohm, iasiyaar. Looking at this pictura you could safolyaoncludo that drag pu sb a ra 
araapiH^RMRuR 










0^r•)S 0NA».SP0«7 



=5S&~s=l!sS!ffK2S:af 



























f 


ANOTHER DAY IN PABAOISE :Plwl 08 fiVl»tag»RoHtoiilTi«iiw«^ 
MigM ftimplv IMCWIM MOM ol lb* goU eowsM bavatlw RNMt Wyllic MMi 
pictiirwgue swnNNidiiigs. Of GouiM, Hi* BrHMi Opto te ■ goNw's ami 
pbotograpliar't draam and wMi this pictnra. wt fMl MT caM 













ItHif 

fci* fumiig 

wwiWp WVv WW* 

Mthtlittdii|.TIw 
iglgiihH phtiipioi wlw 

-■ 


pittfritlMitatlii 1$ MW 

mwimIMPTOT iivw ■mi 

thoiUift tfcoifi Mi 
ecMjpMrlMi M Ik* tiruit 

K BiniiiDfii^ tiwiilt ii dotM 
«!• mull bMlMitf al Mni 
ikMlMMMtlaltollM 


































MAILBAG 


End Of An 
Era 

A remarkable career has come 
to an end that of Ivan Lendl 
It IS ironical that physical fitness, 
on which he depended on so 
much, finally let him down In a 
way he was a combination of 
power (bke Pancho Gonzales) 
and ground strokes (like Ken 
Rose wall) 

That he did not win 
Wimbledon does not make him 
less of a great player Anyway, 
Lendl did not think much of grass 
courts but when he did take it 
seriously, although a little late, he 
managed to reach the finals 
Truly, an era has come to an 
end 



BS VISHWANATH 
Bangalore 
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India's 

Consistency? 

A m 1 the only one totally 
delighted at India s 
consistency in unpredictability 
by ensuring that the West Indies 
were able to keep their 
unblemished record of not losing 
an overseas Test senes'^ 

SHANTA ENJETI 
Hyderabad 


Reasonably Well 

T hough humiliated in the last 
Test at Chandigarh the 
Indian team performed 
reasonably well in the recently 
concluded senes against the West 
Indies However there are 
certain aspects that do not bode 
well for the future First of all, 
captain Azharuddin took a high 
handed approach against one of 
his senior players, Manoj 
Prabhakar It is a well known fact 
that Azha ioes not tolerate any 
adverse comitients made against 
him. It IS h ’hJy unlikely that the 
current Im team will notch 


up viciories against 
heavyweights like Pakistan and 
Australia 

Secondly the selectors' 
reluctance to induct new players 
into the team For example 
Vinod Kambli has been given 
many opportunities but he did 
not perform as well as Ajay 

Jadeja who showed sparkling 
form in the one-dayers 

Unless the selectors give 
youngsters exposure at the right 
time, India may also face a talent 
crunch as the West Indies are 
faang at present 
S E NARAYAN 
Coimbatore 



Lack Of Fighting 
Spirit 

T he Indian team didn't put up 
an impressive performance in 
the Nagpur and Chandigarh Test 
matches At Nagpur the bowling 
was quite ordinary The 
reluctance of the spinners to 
flight the ball showed their lack of 
wisdom and imagination In 
India's second mnings, the 
batsmen, by their dull and 
senseless batting, forced India out 
of a possible win 

At Chandigarh, the batsmen 
were not brave enough to tackle 
top class fast bowlmg on a 
sporting pitch Surely the Indians 
should have staged some sort of a 
fight and should have made the 
West Indies sweat for their 
victory But they did nothing of 
the sort They just caved in 
tamely 

Another notable feature of 
India's performance during the 
entire series were the poor field 
placmgs There were times when 
Jimmy Adams was allowed to 
prosper by padding quite 
effortlessly and also by sweepmg 
balls pitched outside the 
off-stump behind square leg The 
captain should have posted a 
fielder behmd the bat on the leg 
side and restneted the run flow. 

S VASUOEVAN 
New Delhi 
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1. They all share a common hobby fishing 

2. Clarne Gnmmett -216 in 54 Tests 

3. In boxing 

4. He sponsored the Bniish gymnastics team 
for the 1984 Los Angeles Olympics 

5. Hedley Vcnty-Eight times 

6. Shanta Rangaswamy 

7. Graham Gooch-thnee 

8 . S M Hadi of Hyderabad-132 runs not out 
agamst Madras in 1933-34 

9. He keeps his rackets in the refngerator 

10. Geet Sethi and his wife 

11. Libya. That was the "offiaal" reason 

12. A compilation of Bons Spassky's major 

games L 

13. Plate. X 
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SPOTLIGHT 



LADY OF 
THE COURT 


Squash champion MISHA GREWAL is yet 
another example of the emergence of the Indian 

sportswomen 


T he long-legged P T Usha, 
five gold medals at the 1985 
Asian athletic meet and 
quadruple gold medallist at 
the 1986 Seoul Asiad lifter Kamran 
Malleswan double gold medallist at 
the 1994 World Championships in 
Istanbul N Kunjurani Devi winner 
of 12 silver medals in the World 
Weightlifting Championships and 
marathon runners Sumaif Mehta 
(nee Rawat) Asha Aggarwal and 
Sunita Godara have shown that in the 
world sporting arena Indian women 
can do it The decade of the 1980s 
and 90s have revealed the emerging 
talent and potential among Indian 
women The most satisfying aspect of 
this trend is the varied class 
backgrounds of these sportswomen 
and the various events they are 
participating in 

This is a far cry from the situation 
some decades ago when women s 
panicipation in sports was marginal 
Dunng the 1950s 60s and early 70s 
women s partiapation in sports was 
confined primarily to members of the 
socially progressive India s 
medal-winners m the early Asiads 
exemplifies this trend Roshan Mistry 
(silver medallist in the 100 metres) 
Mary D Souza (bronze medallist in 
the 200 metres) Mane Simoes 
(bronze medallist in the high jump) 
and Barbara Webster (bronze 
medallist in the shot putt and javelin 
throws) were girls from the urban 
middle-class and English-speaking 
families The initial Indian women s 
hockey and basketball teams 
comprised mainly members of these 
progressive communities 

Women taking to sports senously 
and as a career was a phenomenon 
which developed rapidly in the 
Seventies The trend-setters in this 
social transition were middle distance 
runner Geeta Zutshi, table tennis 
players Indu Pun and Shailaja 
Shalokhe, cncketers Diana Eduljee 
and Shanta Rangaswamy and 
badminton ace Ami Ghia All these 
girls did not let sooal taboos—some 
even forsook marriage—to upset their 
determmation to achieve success and 
fame in their respecuve sports By 
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their achievements they set new 
opportunities for women's sports in 
India 

In terms of participation, women s 
sports has witnessed rapid social and 
community mobility, during the last 
decade Donning shorts and skirts 
they stepped out in increasing 
numbers to prove their mettle The 
9th Asiad at Delhi in 1982 is a 
watershed year for women's sports 
Girls from many slates and 
communities were members of the 
Indian contingent Class bariiers were 
also broken The 1982 Asiad saw the 
emergence of P T Usha from the 
remote hamlet of Thikodi near 
C alicut Bula Chowdhury from 
suburban Calcutta and swimmer 
Kiran Mala Dc vi from a remote village 
in Manipur 

These girls participated along with 
swimmers Geeta Anand Anna Sood 
and*Peisis Madan who hailed from 

Bombay s upper class families at the 
Delhi Asiad The women s hockey 
team—which won the gold medal — 
had Rajbir Kaur Balwmder Bhatia 
and Pniipal Kaur in then squad 
indicating that the monopoly of a few 
communities in this sport was 
receding There was a similar trend in 
basketball also The mainstay of the 
team were the Punjab trio of Suman 
Sharma Gursimran Laddi and 
KulwinderKaur Thus excellence in 
women's sports was breaking barriers 
crossing class and social restrictions 
No longer were leading sportswomen 
only from Bombay, Bangalore 
Calcutta or Delhi They hailed from 
small towns in Kerala Manipur, 
Punjab, Bengal, Andhra Pradesh, and 
many other states 

Lower middle-class women took to 
sports for career advancement and 
social mobility Gender role biases 
were also broken In the late Eighties, 
Indian women even took to 
weightlifting In the World and Asian 
championships in the recent past, 
they have done better than their 
counterparts in this iron sport Mercy 
Kuttan and Shiny Wilson even 
partiapated after motherhood, thus 
breaking yet another hoodoo in 
women's sports in this country 


Achievement orientation of 
women athletesnn India is very high 
However it was noticed that they 
tended to shy away from participation 
in professional sport abroad In the 
Seventies Kamaljit Sandhu benefited 
from her training in the USA 
However PT Usha Shiny Wilson 
and more recently Beenamol rejected 
scholarships to American universities 
which could have advanced their 
careers 


Fntcr Misha Grewal the current 
reigning squash champion Pursuing 
squash as a professional getting her 
own sponsorship and studying in an 
American university on a scholarship 
are the thiee aspects which makes 
attractive 24 year-old Misha Grewal a 
trend setter 

As a teenager she was a sprinter 
and represenic‘d Delhi in the Junior 
Nationals But her sprinting days were 
numbered as her father was 
iransfc rred to Bombay During the 
heavy monsoons she started playing 
squash at the Bomba> Gymkhana for 
fitness The man who taught her the 
rudiments of the game Rashid 
Jehangir who now works in a 
linancial company in Dubai is to be 
her husband soon 

So lor Misha Cupid s arrow had a 
double strike She found the man in 
her life and her career on the couits ol 
tlie Bombay Gymkhana No wonder a 


WfMimn'stqu^shin 
Inilfa wasdominatwl by 
Bbuvaneshwari Kumaft 
(aaa |iic) Uka a miglity 
batosiiia,8liawas 
anbaalaa and ao Indiaa 
woiaaii coald copa with 
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buoyant Misha says: "'I owe a lot to the 
Bombay Gymkhana. I learnt the game 
there and people enabled me to 
develop as a professional squash 
player." 

Women's squash in India was 
dominated by Bhuvaneshwari 
Kumari like a mighty colossus. She 
was unbeaten and no Indian woman 
could cope with her. Was there no one 
to crush her invincibility? One 
Misha Grewal was lurking in the 
shadows. Certainly, she had the iron 
will and the tunnel vision to succeed. 
She realised that just playing at the 
Bombay Gymkhana and the limited 
tournaments in India would not help 
in the pursuit of her ambition. She 
managed a squash scholarship to 
Franklin and Marshall University at 
Pennsylvania, USA. During her 
tenure there, she studied Economics 
and was ranked No. 4 in the women's 
squash section in American 
universities. After college she took 
one year off and trained with Major 
Maniam, a renowned professional 
coach at Kuala Lumpur. Misha says: "1 


trained with him for a couple of 
months in 1991 and it really helped 
me as he improved my strokes and 
fitness routine. I returned full of 
confidence and beat the indomitable 
Bhuvaneshwari in the Maharashtra 
Open in 1991." 

Misha Grewal, the daughter of a 
financial consultant with thcTatas, 
now began her long march to fame. In 
February 1992, she spent four months 
in London, training under an 
Egyptian coach Dardir at the Thames 
Ditton Club. He improved her mental 
approach to the game. In June 1992, 
she took the plunge. She dared what 
Indian sportswomen had not done 






I earlier, joining the world professional 
circuit. Initially, her ranking was 
about 100. At present, she is ranked 
34ih in the world. Misha's 
achievement is mind-boggling 
considering the hurdles she has 
overcome to achieve this ranking. 

She often played in world ranking 
tournaments, about ten in a year on a 
shoestring budget. Due to her class 
and family background, she knocked 
on the doors of corporate offices for 
sponsorship. But as she says, "being a 
woman and in a less glamorous game 
like squash, I was not taken seriously. 
Hardly anyone came forward." Her 
initial sponsors were Air India, 
Mahindras, Airport Authority of 
India and JCT. For the current season, 
Misha is relieved that JK Tyres is 
sponsoring her participation in the 
Indian circuit and later in the 
professional circuit in England, the 
USA, Europe, Japan, Singapore, New 
Zealand and Australia. Misha's budget 
for a year's travel on the world circuit 
and tor training sessions is a whopping 
Rs. 10 lakhs. Her current coach is 
Mohammed Yasin, a man who as 
Misha proudly says, "also coached 
Jansher Khan of Pakistan, the current 
World No. 1." 

Misha's ambition is a medal for 
India in the 1996 Asian Squash 
Championships at Jordan. She aims to 
continue on the world circuit till then. 
She is the highest ranked Asian 
woman's player. She is also the 
highest ranked Indian in professional 
squash. Her ranking is 34, whilst the 
highest ranked Indian male is Arjun 
Singh on 135. 

Misha is an admirer of Steffi Graf. "I 
like her mental temperament and 
style of play." In squash, her idols are 
Michelle Martin and Brett Martin of 
Australia, both attacking players, a 
style of play which she also favours. 
She relaxes by listening to music, 
mostly soft rock or reading the novels 
of Robert Ludlum, Jom Clancey and 
Wilbur Smith. At home, she likes to 
relax with her pet dog, an Irish setter. 
Before matches she likes listening to 
her Walkman which she says, "helps * 
me to focus." 

An articulate, intelligent person, 




SPOTLIGHT 


GMa Zulahl: one of tlia trond-oottoio bi tfco 
•oeiol tronoition bubo Sovontiot 

Misha represented her world body at 
the International Olympic Congress 
Centennial celebrations last year. She 
spoke on "sports in Third World 
countries/' highlighting the lack of 
infrastructure and funds. Her theory is 
that many Indian sportspersons reach 
a high level as teenagers and then 
plateau off due to lack of scientific 
training and proper exposure abroad 
which requires funds. Misha admits: 

"I was lucky, my family encouraged 
me and I had the guts and courage to 
persevere, arrange for sponsorship 
and play as a professional." So Misha 
is a trend-setter. She has shown that 
Indian sportswomen can manage a 
professional career, arrange for 
sponsorship and undergo the rigours 
of a travelling professional. 

At present, she is sponsored b^ 

Prince (they provide her with graphite 
rackets whose costs range from Rs 
2,000 to 7,000). She uses a Prince 
CTS-Elite which costs about $200. 
Misha admits that the game is elitist in 
India. "Even a wooden racket for 
beginners costs Rs 400 or 500. A ball 
made by Dunlop which may last a 
week costs about Rs 100. Also you 
have to be a member of a club to learn 
and develop your squash skills." She 
feels the only way out is privatisation, 
setting up of public courts, so that the 
game has wider base. She also laments 
the lack of squash coaches in India. 

"At present, there are only two 
(Yogendra Singh and Anant Nayak) 
coaches We need many more." 

A very focussed person, Misha 
Grewal at present is trying to improve 
her rankings in the world squash 
circuit She understands the 
limitations of Indian squash but her 
approach is practical. Realising that 
she cannot help to improve the 
popularity of squash in India at 
present, she is concentrating on what 
she can do best, improving her game. 
She knows that her successes can be 
inspirational for Indian women and 
for lovers of squash. Though her 
background is the old stereotype 
upper-middle class, she has broken 
barriers and set new frontiers for 
Indian women in professional sport. 
NOVrKAPAOIA A-w 




SPECIAL 


FEATURE 


BY T.S. VENKATARAMAN 


H OW many times have you 
sat in front of the television 
watching Nick Faldo. Ian 
Woosnam or any other of 
the stars who these days seem to 
multiply with every big tournament, 
and asked yourself where they 
learned to play, how they started, 
what they wore, which clubs they 
used? 

Chances are, they went down 
exactly the same road as you and me. 


Most of us at some stage have 
bellowed ''force" at the top of our 
voices as our drive shoots out of sight 
and lands dangerously close to some 
courting couple innocently walking 
their dog. Shouldn't be there at all, we 
growl admonishingly. taking out our 
anger for such a poor hack on the 
aforementioned lovers and their 
canine friend. 

The Faldos of this world of course 
had a natural talent at an early age 
which often is simply a gift and cannot 
be taught, even by the most 
experienced and dedicated 


professional. But the principle is the 
same. Unlike many sports where you 
need a partner to enjoy the game, golf 
is unique when it comes to learning to 
play. Grab any old club, a bag of 
second-hand balls and get yourself 
down to the nearest public field and 
you can bash away for hours 
perfecting your swing, your putting 
and, most importantly, your 
confidence. And that applies to 
anyone, whether you are 15 or 50. 

Before you do that, however, it is 
wise to start off the right way and that 
means taking lessons but not from a 






LEARNING TO 
TEE OFF! 


Playing golf for the first time can be a hazardous challenge. But 
once you get the hang of it, it can be an enthralling game 


friend, despite how good he might say 
he Is, how much he boasts about his 
wonderful front mne at St Andrews 
several years back and how expensive 
and impressive his bag looks 

"Never go out and get your fnend to 
teach you, like I did", said Alistair Tait, 
deputy editor of Golf Monthly, the 
US-based publication "If you do, 
chances are they will teach you bad 
habits. You can go down so many 
wrong roads in golf and when you do. 
It's hard to get back " 

Alistair has been piaymg for 10 
years and currently has a handicap of 
12. But, he says, it has been a long 
haul "It took me years to shake off my 
bad habits, like a poor setup and a poor 
grip. If I hadn't been self taught, my 
handicap would be much lower 
today. No, the best way to learn 
properly Is to go to a professional and 
get some lessons, preferably at least 
half a dozen, if you want to be taught 
the basics about gnp, stance, posture, 
alignment and the basic swmg And if 
you want to save money, the cheapest 
way is to take group lessons " 

Bernard Gallacher, the European 
Ryder Cup captam and the 
professional at England's famed 
Wentworth club, took up the same 
theme. "The idea is not to stand there 
and bash the ball as far as you can 
Hitting the ball a long way comes with 
the correct technique Look at Ian 
Woosnam. He's only 5'2*but he hits 
the ball a long way because his 
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Ian Wooanam: atthough a ihort man. ha has 
tha longast driva in golf, simply bacausa of 
tha right application of tachniqua 

method is good. Golf is a method game 
rather than an instinctive game It's 
not like tennis It's not a reaction 
sport. You have to make things 

HpIwi also have to be realistic 


about their limitations. ''It's not just 
about hitting the ball off the tee/' said 
Gallacher. "It's about chipping, 
putting and the mental attitude, some 
of which can't be taught. Players do 
get to their optimum handcap." 

It IS the system of handicap, of 
course, that makes golf such an 
enjoyable sport. Normally, a beginner 


should be able to share a game after an 
initial course of lessons, regardless of 
how much better the opponent is. 
Someone with a handicap of 24. the 
highest available, can easily have a 
game with a three handicapper. if the 
latter is prepared to accept! 

The pros tell you that age four is 
about the youngest a child should 
start. Play alternate shots with them 
using the same ball. "Jurtlor can get 
very het up when he can't hit the ball 
as far as dad. and dad will get het up 
when junior is holding up people 
behind and is taking too much time", 
said Peter Jones, a club pro, "There is a 
great deal more enjoyment if one ball 
is played between them, and shared/' 

When you have a suitable set of 
clubs, the clothing that goes with it is 
equally important. While it is not 
necessary for the beginner to splash 
out on the latest jackets and polo 
necks that hang neatly and enticingly 
in the pro shop, there are certain 
prerequisites. Spiked shoes, for a start, 
which help balance the golf swing and 
leg aaion. Baggy trousers are also 
recommended because when you 
bend down to address the ball, you 
need loose clothing. Sweaters should 
be on the big side to give maximum 
movement. 

The rainsuits that are now on the 
market are so well developed that 
they can make playing golf in wet 
weather perfectly enjoyable. They arc 
expensive but light, breathable and, of 
course, fully waterproof without 
suffocating you. Golf clubs are strict 
about decorum and etiquette and 
even public courses will rarely allow 
you to turn up in jeans and trainers. 
"The game is such an historical game 
that standards ought to be maintained 
for the future of it," said Jones. 

And whatever you do. he said, 
remember to have a firm knowledge 
of the basic rules of behaviour that are 
expected on the course. No more than 
four players in any one group, move 
out of the line of a player about to hit a 
shot, replace divots, compliment a 
good shot and keep your tongue 
firmly in check during a bad round. 
Swearing, you see, simply isn't 
cricket. Sorry, golf. • 
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INDIAN GOLF 

COMING OF AGE 



BY BRANDON DE SOUZA 


Note The author la a well-known and 
respected golf professional and trainer in 
India 


T he sporting headlines in the 
year gone by, still had cricket 
taking centre stage, jointly 
with the World Cup of 
football as also the Asian Games m 
Hiroshima. 

However, on the ever increasing 
world of television and the most 


popular sporting channel "Prime 
Sports", a great deal of time has been 
devoted to a game which is virtually 
on the verge of an explosion in this 
country, and that is Golf. 

Golf, a sport which conjures up 
various images, has certainly received 
a welcome shot in the arm in this 
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country. For the youth, it was once a 
game which appeared to them, as 
being meant only for the 'Tuddy 
Duddies" or oldies. But now it is an 
exciting, thrilling sport. This is further 
supported by the fact, that for each 
week, and for at least 30 weeks in the 
year, $1.5 million is up for grabs for 
the professionals in the USA alone. 
Add the purses played for in Japan, 
Europe, Australia and Asia to this, and 
the total stake each year (in millions of 
dollars) is colossal. 

A game, which everyone believed 
was meant as a gentle form of exerase 


for elderly people only, who found 
sleep eluded them after 5 am, is now 
almost a religion for countless 
youngsters in their late teens and 
early twenties. India has definitely 
experienced this change, and junior 
camps in the various zones, organised 
by the Indian Golf Union, (IGU) now 
attract hundreds of youngsters. 

This heartening trend, has another 
positive side, as many of our juniors 
have gained admission through golf 
scholarships in US universities. Some 
of the ''up-and-coming" superstars 
like Jeev Milkha Singh have since 



returned, not only armed with 
degrees in Business Administration, 
but with golfing ability sharp enough 
to take them straight into the highly 
competitive world of professional 
golf. Jeev later proved his ability, with 
considerable success, culminating in a 
fine showing in 1994 with a win in the 
Korean Open which fetched him US 
$67,500. 

Following in his footsteps are 
exceptionally good players like Daniel 
Chopra (who won the Malaysian 
PGA), Vivek Bhandari and Gaurav 
Ghei. 

India today can boast of having as 
many as 167 golf courses. This, when 
compared with the USA and Australia 
is considerably less. It must, however, 
be quickly stated that the signs of a 
speedy acceleration in new courses 
are clearly visible, and today, second 
to China, India is viewed as a definite 
centre for golfing activity. Not only 
golf course designers, but equipment 
manufacturers and maintenance 
machinery manufacturers are all 
endeavouring to win over the local 
businessmen for representation. 

Famous international hotel chains 
are also being lured into becoming 
business partners in various golf 
resorts, which are presently on the 
drawing board. Famous personalities, 
like Jack Nicklaus (who is doing the 
ITC promoted Classic Golf Course at 
New Delhi), Greg Norman, Phil Ryan 
of Pacific Coast design, Morris Hotrey 
and other famous names have all 
secured projects in this country. A 
special mention in this regard must be 
made of Ranjit Nanda who, in this 
unknown field of job opportunities, is 
the only trained golf architea in India. 
His previous works of recontouring 
and landscaping our existing courses 
at the Delhi Golf Club and Tollygunge 
Golf Club has amply proved that he 
could design and construct golf 
courses in his own right. 

The prize money purses in this 
country may not as yet be able to keep 
pace with the prevailing ones abroad, 
but it should however be noted, that 

Ifs Mftr UmI Hm Classic Cud at the 
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with the patronage of large 
multi-nationals (especially ITC Ltd.) 
they have become larger and more 
attraaive. Consequently, three 
leading amateurs like Jyoti 
Randhawa, Arjun Singh and 
Amritinder Singh have taken the 
plunge in the last year and joined the 
professional ranks. The larger purses 
have further ensured a healthy 
income for our leading 
caddy-turned-professionals like 
Basad All, Rohtas Singh and Feroz Ah. 
Ali Sher certainly did India proud 
when he annexed the Classic Indian 
Open both in 1991 and 1993 thereby 
earning the healthy prize money 
cheques of US $33,320 each time. 

Today the Indian circuit is worth a 
respectable Rs. 50 lakhs 
and the continued support by 
companies like ITC Ltd., who have 
been easily the largest sponsors of golf 
since 1964, augurs well for this fast 
growing sport. Today ITC under their 
Classicbrand, sponsoi events with a 
minimum prize money of Rs. 2.25 
lakhs in Madras, Chandigarh, 

Bombay and Calcutta. They further 
support the Rs. 5 50 lakhs Masters and 
the US $250,000 Classic Indian Open. 
Earlier, under their famous Wills 
brand, tournaments were sponsored 
in places as diverse as Bhatinda, 
Shillong and Trivandrum. While 
Bangalore and Patna are on the 
sponsors calendar this year, they 
have always strived to maintain their 
commitment in promoting both 
popularity and excellence in this 
sport. This has certainly been a good 
example for other companies to 
follow. This year Sri Ram Industries 
Ltd. sponsored the PGA 
Championship of India to the extent 
of Rs 15 lakhs. The Mahendra Group 
have followed suit with a Rs. 10 lakh 
tournament to be played in Bombay 
which will get underway at the same 
time as this article is in print. 

Today more than 40 Indian 
professionals cross the Rs.50,000 
mark by way of income in prize 
money. And with more Indian 
professionals making forays and 
leaving their mark in foreign tours, 
the day is not too far away, when we 



will be proud of our own home grown 
heroes like the Nick Faldos, Nick 
Prices and Vijay Singhs of the world. 

No story on the subjea of golf, in 
this country, can be complete without 
referring to the 'equipment 
availability factor.' While progress of 
golf was greatly retarded for many 
years owing to the scarcity of golf 
courses and the high cost of clubs and 
accessories, even these problems have 
been considerably reduced. In this 
conneaion, it must be emphasised 
that clubs, both imponed and locally 
assembled, are readily available. 

While foreign brands like 'Swilken' 
and 'Bridgestone' will be expensive. 


Golf has gained in ponularityovarllit 

years. The piclHra it a onto M point 

" Carbon Composites", a 
Calcutta-based E.O.U. at Falta will be 
launching their range of Trident golf 
equipment (in the bracket of Rs. 
20,000 and less). They will join 
Flexican and should be favourable 
competition for other less known but 
already available imported clubs like 
"Mitsushlba". The manufacture of 
golf balls in India is being 
contemplated as well, so the full 
picture will be complete for the avid 
golfer of the Nineties in the very near 
future# 






THE GREAT 
DICTATOR 

Doctor Joao Havelange has reigned over the entffire of football for the last 
years. Many admire him, others criticize him, but Havelange, FIFA 
president, is always sure of himself. He feels he is serving as best as he can the 
interest of football, the world's largest multi-national 
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You, Mr. President, are one of 
the oldest sports directors. 

That's true. I've been in the 
International Olympic Committee 
since 1963. 

You won the elections of 
Federation mtemationale de 
Football Association (FIFA) 
against Sir Stanley Rous. 

In 19741 was fortunate to be elected 
president of the Federation 
Internationale de Football Association 
and I had Stanley Rous as an 
adversary, a great sports director, but 
as they say: elections are elections. 
During the time of my presidency, I 
think we've done things that have 
benefited the world of football: we 
had a Football World Cup with 16 
teams. Today there are 24. Interest in 
football is growing world*wide. 

One hundred and ninety countries 
were represented at the Chicago 
Congress, on June 15 and 16, during 
the Football World Cup Final Phase in 
the United States. It was undoubtedly 
one of the most important events 
this century. 

Will you run for re-election? 

I was asked to run again. I told them 
that since I am in good health I would 
accept running again, but with the 
condition that this would be my last 
term. Afterwards I want to retire. 

How has football changed since 
you came into FIFA? 

First, technically it has picked up 
rhythm. The speed of football is 
completely different. For example, if 
we introduce the 1970 Brazil-Italy 
World Cup Final and the United States 
Final into a computer, we'll see the 
difference in speed. I'll give you a 
precise figure. A referee in a football 
game that lasts 90 minutes now runs 
1S kilometres. Before, this didn't 
happen; he only walked seven or 
eight kilometres during the match. 

The financial aspect of football has 
changed completely, as it has changed 
in all professional sports. There is an 
interest that leads to the sale of the 
television broadcast, advertising 
sponsorship, merchandising; 
everyone benefits. Today football is 


the driving motor for the 
development of many industries, of 
many businesses. Finally, football is a 
social, economic and financial 
necessity all over the world. 

Do you believe that football Is 
baslc^y passion? 

Completely. A football manager is 
passionate. A player, when he plays, is 
passionate. Football is strength, 
passion and emotion. 

Is football an art? 

Football played well is an art. If we 
look at any photograph of football, 
beauty always predominates. There's 
the ball, there are two men who 
contest it and everyone tries their 


hardest, without injuring themselves. 
That's art. 

Football was bom In Europe. It 
has been perfected in America. 
What can we expect from Africa 
and Asia? 

Africa was the big surprise. 
Nigeria offered beautiful football 
there at the 1994 World Cup. 
Morocco and Cameroon, too. The 
African football player is very skilful 
and agile. He has a lot of quality, great 
physical condition and has greatly 
improved his technical skill. 

Does the future of football pass 
through Africa? 


Undoubtedly. The development of 
football in Africa in the coming years 
will be important. In Africa there are 
SO countries where football is played 
with great passion. There are already 
15 very well organized countries with 
very good competitions. The African 
Cup was just celebrated and we saw 
football matches of a tremendously 
high level. 

And the 2002 World Football 
Cup In Asia? 

By that date, football will have 
developed on the continent and Asia 
IS a very large market for our sponsors, 
and a continent full of possibilities. 


A CaswnHM wmn ArgamiM sMleh 
iapragranalUSA'M ' 

about the European League. How 
do you see that pmslblUty? 

The European League belongs to 
UEFA, not to FIFA. It is UEFA which 
has to define it and decide what is best 
for its organisation. 

Mr. President, how do you 
explain that the first thing a four 
or five year-old child thinks of Is 
to kick a ball? 

In my country when a child is bom, 
the first thing the father gets is his 
team's shirt. Before the child begins to 
walk he already has a ball and that's 
what all children are like in my 


In Europe we hear a lot of talk 




EXCLUSIVE 


country, Brazil, and I think in all of 
South America. 

Football is the sport which has 
the most federated members in 
the world. The family of football 
doesn't have demographic 
problems, it grows and grows. 

1 manage the largest multi-national 
company on this planet. We have 
statistics that give us 200 million 
people directly connected to football; 
players, coaches, trainers, doctors, 
referees and management. That's 200 
million, not including the football 
fans. And if we calculate their families, 
we surely reach 1,000 million 
persons. A fifth of the world's 
population is connected with football. 

Those are incredible statistics! 
What does it feel like to be at the 
head of an organization with so 
many millions of people? 

It is an honour and an enormous 
responsibility for the organization, for 
the administration, because of its 
economic and financial impact. But 
there is another important aspect: 
football is the sport that awakens the 
most passion in the world and we 
have to act with balance and 
independence to offer everyone 
solutions without provoking 
injustices, deciding correctly. 

The Federation Internationale de 


Football Association cannot act with a 
sense of country or a sense of club. I 
believe that in these 20 years I have 
acted with independence and respect 
towards all national organizations. 

Mr President how can we fight 
against violence in the stands, 
against hooliganism? 

FIFA faces this important problem 
by taking unpopular but very 
necessary steps such as, for example, 
the obligation that all football fans 
must be seated in stadiums. I think 
that politicians also have to take other 
steps which are not adopted. 

Should football have its own 
justice, or should it submit to 
regular civil justice? 

No. Football has its principles and its 
own justice. Sports has to have its own 
courts. If there were a problem, 
common justice would order the 
halting of competition during the time 
the investigation lasted, one or two 
years. And this could not be because it 
would prejudice athletes. Whoever 
joins the Federation Internationale de 
Football Association has to respect 
these principles. That's the price. 

There are two questions that FIFA 
considers can be referred to common 
justice: labour questions and penal 
questions. All other problems belong 
to the world of sports and are the 
responsibility of FIFA and its national 




associations. 


Football is also the great motor 
of the economy, it is a source of 
wealth, of course, with 200 
million practitioners, sponsors, 
etc. Could football, as a sport, be 
conditioned by the state of the 
economy? 

No. The economic world depends 
on football, because football moves a 
very important mass of money. At 
present we are undergoing a very 
pronounced economic and financial 
A Meksd ttadiimi at the World Cup in tba 

USA. Tilt popularity off tha gam* h 
InmiaaauraUa. At any ohan tima avar 200 
mi Ilian paopla art dira^ cannaatad to Uia 
apart 
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Brazilian Sports Minister Pale and FIFA chief 
Havalanga 

recession and football is not suffering 
It as directly 

For the United States World Cup 
eliminations, 490 elimination games 
were held to reach the 24 of the Final 
Phase No game had any economic 

problems 

A very topical subject is the 
question of referees. Do you 
favour professionalizing the 
football referee? 

It's not easy The referee, no matter 
how perfect, will always be cntia/ed. 
A judge of regular justice who is 


nit JOAo VlAVl \ A^i< 4 



responsible for a case, studies the case 
and has a month to reach his verdict 
He finally sentences someone to jail 
and nobody says anything 

The football referee has to decide in 
a tenth of a second if it's a penalty or if 
It's offside And they want to kill him 

nght there' That's football, that's the 
power of football The referee is a very 
important man within a game In 
addition to the players, there are two 
essential things the referee and the 

ball There's no game without a ball 

and without the referee, either 

How about the application or 
Incorporation of new 
technologies such as the video 


replay, to study a questionable or 
confllctive play? Do you think 
this will be applied to the world of 
football? 

The day that happens, football will 
be finished You can't do it, because 
there are 100,000 people in the 
stadium And 50,000 think it's a goal 
and 50,000 think it isn't If you stop 
the game for two or three minutes to 
consult, then the referee will no 
longer be the referee, he'll be a 
machine And that's not good The 
machine is good for the one 
hundred-metres dash, or for horse 
raang, but not for football 
Intorviawod by Padro Palacios 
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I N T E R VIEW 


"Football Is Not 
Gulli-Danda " 

MOHDShI 

Says AIFF President 
Priya Ranjan Das 
Munshi, who feels that 
the game is not being 
given its due in India 



What will be your role as a 
member of AIFF's Technical 
Committee? 

Ii is no doiihi an importani 
responsibilily and llu* task a very 
technical one. My first meeting was in 
Zurich, (Switzerland) on Nov. 24 
where we analysed the different 
categories of training progranunes, 
iipliftnienl of the standards of Third 
World countries—like India—and 
administrative details. In this regard, I 
will concentrate on Asia and India. 

My aim in this committee will be to 
ensure that prolessional orientation 
in Asian and Indian soccer gets a 
boost. Only with professionalism, will 
football in India and Asia come to the 
right track. So, at present, my role will 
be to understand and evaluate as to 
where Asia and India is lacking in 
overall standard and approach and 
what remedial short and long-term 
measures should be taken. We must 
evolve various stages of training to 
ensure proper technical development. 
For that India needs FIFA's help. A 
professional atmosphere is required 
before it can be introduced in the 
count y. 
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Das Munshi and his wifa. The president 
plays his game the hard way 

Do you think that FIFA can help 
to uplift Indian football? 

Exactly. Specific agenda concerning 
professionalism in Asia was raised and 
then India came into the picture. FIFA 
plans to send a technical team to India 
in mid-February '95 in some places, 
like Calcutta, Goa and Kerala to make 
an overall study as to why India is 
languishing in the amaiure structure 
and what remedial measures can be 
taken to bring Indian football to Asian 
standards and to make it very 
competitive. 


Do you feel that East Bengal^ 
Mohun Bagan and Mohammadan 
Sporting are already professional 
clubs? 

The meaning of professional football 
is not that some players should get 
money for playing. There are four 
requirements which must be chalked 
out for professional football: 1) Our 
management at the club and state 
level or the AIFF must be professional 
(by this Das Munshi implied that the 
federation at present is not a 
professional outfit). 2) Infrastructure, 
like stadium or grounds must be 
controlled by clubs—and not the state. 




governments or societies We must 
have maximum utilisation of football 
stadiums and grounds, as per our 
wishes 3) As regards finance can the 
clubs be converted into share-holding 
companies^ Can they market football 
adequately'^ Will people pay to buy 
season tickets or become members of 
our professional clubs'^ Or will 
companies become sponsors 
themselves and support clubs like m 
Japan and China (Bahaman club of 
Iran, winners ol the 50th DCM 
tournament is such an example) 

They are sponsored entirely by 
German car manufacturers Opel 
Bahaman maintain five different 
age-group teams from Under 12 
onwards and have 100 professionals 
in their ranks Opel provide the 
finance 4) Incentives for players must 
be attractive A player * life is from 
19/20 to 35 years at the maximum He 
must be paid enough to last him a life 
time 

We are talking so much about 
professionalism but can it be put 
into practice? 

Considering the background of Indian 
football I feel that it would be better to 
introduce seini-professionalism in 
India and at the later stage after some 
years convert it to total 
proiessionalism 

When do you think the idea of a 
National League in India will 
materialise? 

The National semi-professional 
league must be on a home-and-away 
basis so that players of the different 
clubs learn to travel well, to play away 
matches Players can thus show 
excellence at home and learn how to 
adjust in different climates away from 
home Mr K K Lakshmanan (AIFF 
secy ) and I are seriously thinking if 
we can keep two months in winter for 
this purpose From the summer to 
early winter we can leave that penod 
for the existing tournaments and 
state-level leagues Once the concept 
of the national league emerges, we 
will have to change the pattern of the 
existing tournaments We may not 
allow all the tournaments to be 


conducted every year The Rules 
Committee must amend certain rules 
of our consiitiiiion The UFA team's 
report will come in mid-1995 We 
must also understand the market 
sponsors and response of the clubs So 
I don't think the national league will 
start before the end of 1996 

Has the AIFF tried to understand 
why there is a paucity of talent 
emerging from states like Andhra 
Pradesh, Tamil Nadu and 
Karnataka, once the reservoir of 
football talent? 

I want that in evc'iy state in India 
clubs like Mohun Bagan or East 
Bengal should exist Each state should 
be able to patronise and support its 
best players India s economic 
situation has changed so much that 
people will not be content with small 
amounts Kerala cannot hold onto Jo 
PaulAncheriorl M Vijayan unless 
they are suitably paid That is why in 

The AIFF chief with East Bengal players in 
Dalhi 


the history of Indian football from 
Venkatesh Varahiu Yusuf Khan lo 
Iliyas Pasha Ancheri and Vi|ayan 
players choose (alciitta 

Are you negotiating with foreign 
TV networksjike the BCCl, for 
telecast of the semi¬ 
professional/professional 
National League'’ 

Yes 1 would like to miorm that wc are 
in touch with three international TV 
networks Ki mp Sports Iiueinational 
TWI and Star TV s Prime Sports We 
are negotiaimg with ihcse three 
gioupsand whoever is the highest 
bidder will get the contract The 
revcniK will hi shared bv the 
partK ipating clubs and slate 
assoclaiioiis—where the matches are 
being played—and the AIFF 

Are you in favour of foreign 
coaches? 

Yes 1 led a foreign coach is necessary 
especially from a Luioptan (oimtry 
They are engaged so much in 














international matches that their 
experience and judgement of 
technical matters is far superior to our 
coaches At present, we are 
negotiating with the Uzbekistan 
coach, Rustam Akhramov and with 
Kemp Sports International who will 
provide us two English coaches if we 
finalise an agreement with them At 
the Technical Committee meeting of 
FIFA, I requested for a foreign coach 
FIFA has sent a fax message about the 
availability of the assistant coach of 
the famous German club, Bayern 
Mumch (Beckenbauer, Gerd Muller 
Paul Breitner and Lothar Mattheus 
played for them) At present, we will 
choose from five coaches, two from 
Kemp Sports, and one each from 
Germany, England and Uzbekistan 

Many foreign coaches have 
observed that Indian players are 
talented but lack exposure to 
international football. How do 
you aim to rectify this malady? 

I entirely agree with the observations 
of the foreign coaches The reason for 
this lack of exposure, 1 am sorry to say. 


IS due to the apathy of the Govt of 
India Except for the Tanzania trip, in 
J 991, they have not provided us a 
single cultural exchange programme 
for the last six years This is sad, as we 
have cultural exchange ties with 
many countries This problem arises 
as the bureaucracy of the Union 
Sports Ministry hardly understands 
the dynamics of football They treat 
football as any other discipline 
Football IS neither kabaddi or Gulh 
Danda' or Taekwondo or archery 
They spent lakhs of 
rupees to send a squad chosen from 
the 1993 Subroto Mukherjee Cup 
tournament, to Israel where as the 
national junior and sub-junior teams 
for the Asian championships got 
preaous little no exposure 

There is the complaint that many 
top Indian players go all out for 
their clubs but exert less effort for 
the national team. This Is 
due to lack of money when 
playing for the national team. 
So^I conditions have changed 
and players want money rather 


Tlia two eoroiakoio oi Indian foogitll. 
Socrolary Lakslmiannnn (lofti and Praaidant 
Oaa MnnaJii ara a farmidabla doa 

than anything else. What do you 
feel? 

I do not think the players do not go all 
out when represeniing the national 
team It is no doubt that the dubs pay 
more However the AIFF provides 
sponsorship to the national team We 
also allow them lo share the prize 
money For instance at the 
Independence Cup at Doha (Qatar) in 
1994 wc told the Indian team that 
they could share any prize money 
they won Differences between the 
coaches in selection of the team led to 
the debacle of the national team The 
manager. Chum Goswami gave a 
report that if Pesek had chosen 
Tanumoy Bose instead of Bibhas Saha 
and withdrawn V P Sathyan for 
Aloke Das we could have done much 
better and even maybe won the prize 
money of $20,000 We are in search of 
a sponsor and if we are successful, we 
will be happy to ensure that all players 
get paid for national duty 


Interviewed by Novy Kapadia & Ghaus Mohammed 
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A two day pro^cekbrity series was 
organised by Radiant Sports 
Managementat the Leeta Kempenski 
hotelin Bombay recently. A photo 



feature of the sometimes serious, 
sor^timescra^atdion 
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PREVIEW 


OTHER EVENTS 

;AN. 29: Indian Satellite 
Masters tennis, Calcutta, 
New Zealand vs West Ind¬ 
ies one-dayer. Welling¬ 
ton, Monte Carlo tally 
Monaco 

JAN 26: Indian Satellite 
Masters tennis, Calcutta 
Australia vs England (4th 
lest), Adelaide Johnnie 
Walker Classu Golf 
Manila, Monte C arlo 
rally, Monaco 
JAN 27 Indian Satellite 
Masters tennis Calcutta, 
Australia vs England (4th 
Test), Adelaide, Second 
international India A vs 
England A, Calcutta, Joh¬ 
nnie Walker Classic golf. 
Manila, Monte Carlo 
rally, Monaco 

JAN. 28: India A vs Eng¬ 
land A Second internatio¬ 
nal, Calcutta, Australia 
vs England (4th Test), 


PRIME SPORTS THIS 


Adelaide, Great Britain 
vs Russia, Athletics, Bir¬ 
mingham, Johnnie Wal¬ 
ker Classic golf, Manila, 
World tyclo-cross 

champ, Switzerland, FA 
Cup 4th round 
JAN. 29: Australia vs 
England (4th Test), Ade¬ 
laide. Second internatio¬ 
nal India A vs England A, 
Calcutta, The Somsung 
Cup athletics, Budapest, 
Johnnie Walker Classic 
golf, Manila, World cyclo¬ 
cross champ, 

Switzerland 

JAN. 30; Australia vs 
England (4th Test), Ade¬ 
laide, Second internatio¬ 
nal India A vs England A, 
Calcutta 

JAN. 31*Second interna¬ 
tional India A vs England 


Watch tha Johnnia Walkar Clastic golf on Prime Sports 


A Calcutta 

FEB. 1: Zimbabwe vs 
Pakistan (first Test), 
Harare 

FEB. 2: Zimbabwe vs 
Pakistan (firstTest), Hara¬ 
re, Maceira Island Open 
golf, Madeira 
FEB. 3: Zimbabwe vs 
j ^ Pakistan (first Test), Hara¬ 
re. Maceira Island Open 
golf, Madeira, Davis 
Cup—^India vs Hong 
Kong, Calcutta, Men's 
super series squash final, 
Zurich, European Top 12 
(TT) champ, Dijon 
FEB. 4: Zimbabwe vs 
Pakistan (firstTest), Hara¬ 
re, Davis Cup—India vs 
Hong Kong, Calcutta, 
Third international India 
A vs England A, Chandi¬ 
garh, Maceira Island 
Open golf, Madeira, 
Men's super senes 

squash final, Zurich, 
European Top 12 (TT) 
champ, Dijon 
FEB» 5: Zimbabwe vs 
Pakistan (firstTest), Hara¬ 
re, Davis Cup—-India vs 
Hong Kong, Calcutta, 
Indira Gandhi hockey, 
Delhi, World Chess 

champ semis, Hydera¬ 

bad, Third international 
India A vs England A, 
Chandigarh, Maceira 
Island Open golf, Madei¬ 
ra, Men's super senes 
squash final, Zunch, 

European Top 12 (’IT) 
champ, Dijon. 

FEB. 6; Indira Gandhi 



Loondor Poos: Iho aco 
ployor will spoarhoad the 
Indian attack against Hong 
Kong in tha Davis Cnp 

hockey, Delhi, World 
Chess champ semis, 

Hyderabad, Third inter¬ 
national India A vs Eng¬ 
land A, Chandigarh, 
Men's super series 

squash final, Zunch 
FEB. 7: Indira Gandhi 
hockey, Delhi, World 
Chess champ, semis, 

Hyderabad, Third inter¬ 
national India A vs Eng¬ 
land A, Chandigarh; 
Men's super series 

squash final, Zurich. 
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CRICKET: 

In spite of being down 0-2 in'thf 
Series, England wear a rejuvcn 
winning the third Test against A 
is: will the Poms be able to squai 
Perth and return home with pfid 
difficult task ahead as their fast I 
sustained a stress fracture on his 1 
World Series in Melbourne. 

Thursday 26: The Ashes—Austra 
Test) at 8.30 pm. 

Friday 27: The Ashes—Austmlli 
am & 8.30 pm (2nd day). Indian 
Saturday 28: The Ashes— Aus 
4.30 am & 8.30 pm (3rd day). 

Sunday 29: The Ashes—Austral 
4.30 am & 8.30 pm (4th day). 
Monday 30: The Ashes—Austra 

4.30 am & 8.30 pm (5th day). 

Friday 3: The Cricket Scene at 10.^ 
Saturday 4: The Ashes—Australia 
Test) at 10.30 p.m., 4.30 a.m. & 11 
Sunday 5: The Ashes—Australia vSf! 
Test) at 11.30 p.m., 4.30,a.m. 6* 11, 
Monday 6: The Ashes—Australia ^ 
Test) at 9.30 p.m., 4.30 a.m. ^ 10.3^ 
Tuesday 7: The Ashes—^Australia vs. 
Test) at 9.30 p.m., 4.30 a.m. 6* 10.10 

TENNIS: 

Wednesday 25: Australian Open (4i 
quaner-finais at 5.30 am, 2 pm & 
Thursday 26: Australian Open ((la]rll 

7.30 pm (ladies semis). 

Friday 27: Australian Open 10.10|N||] 
7.30 pm (men's semis & men's douljH 
Saturday 28: Australian Open at 
men's doubles final) & 3 pm ( 
doubles final). 

Sunday 29: Australian Open at 9.30; 
mixed doubles final) & at 3 pm ( 
doubles final). 
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NMiMsfiil Aunia captain 

Ati^alian Open at 9.30 pm 6- 8.30 am men's 
I doubles final). 


jt7: Asllth football Show at 4 pm. 
a7.2|;.SU^<ipean Soccer Show at 7.30 pm. 
Adapl'ootball Show at 2 am & 10.30 am; 
l|it<j|^^6how at 8.30 am. 

!i;i^fi0^can Soccer Show at 2.30 am & The Peoples 

Game at 12.30 am & 8.30 am fr Futbol 

(!^!i|^lP%tbol Mondial at 1.30 a m. & 8 a.m. The 
^^4^,12.30 a.m., 8.30 a.m. & 4 p.m. 
|W:^j|)if'^eoples Game at 12.30 a.m. & 8.30 a.m. 
^;£|ii||ml|6otball Show at 3.30 p.m. 

Football Show at 1.30 a.m. and European 

Soccer Show at 3.30 a.m. & 8 a.m. 
Mondial at 4 p.m. 





























T IS a perfect July evening in the 
I summer of 1994 and a good 
5 Somerset crowd are enjoying a 
match of great significance to the 
parish)Qner$ of Saint George s 
Beckington and Holy Trinity Frome 
The evening sunshine lights up the 
Beckington Recreation Field as St 
George chase the Trinity score of 92 
There are indeed dragons to be slain, 
some of the players have not graced 
the village green for more than 20 
years but aching limbs and stiff backs 
can wait till the morrow Not a clc^ud 
in the sky when suddenly play is 
stopped and the match abruptly ends 
Why'> Read on, gentle reader, and 
another crickc*t curiosity will be 
revealed 

The skies darken the ram falls the 
covers come on Rain Slopped Play | 
An inescapable part of English cricket, 
but It is not only rain which sends the 


players in A few weeks before James 
Lillywhite's touring professionals 
played in the game which 
subsequently came to be regarded as 
the first Test match, six hares and two 
young kangaroos brought a halt to 
their game with 22 of Goulburn 
Yet It was an English cold spell 
which brought unique stoppages to 
domestic matches Wisdcn reports 
that the winter of 1878*79 was 'long, 
sad and severe However, it provided 
an opportunity for a series of matches 
to be played on ice, some at night 
under ihe bright and brilliant beams of 
the new year's full moon The last 
such match reported — played 
between Lord Henry Nevill's Side and 
Mr Williams Side on the ice at Edridge 
Castle, Kent, in February—came to a 

B^guni Niisrat Bhutto could whip up fouonsh 
support for tho Pakistan Poopla's Party ovon 
during cnckot matchos 

rourtMy Th« Herald 



not unusual conclusion in that 'early 
darkness' stopped play. The reason for 
not continuing the match on another 
day, however, was 'a rapid thaw' 
Perhaps one of the few things Michael 
Atherton is not worrying about 
On July 29, 1944, membe’rs of the 
RAF and Army XIs (including Jack 
Robertson ancJ Bill Ednch), playing at 
Lord s, had to take evasive action 
when It seemed a doodlebug' might 
plummet to earth on the hallowed 
ground Fortunately it didn't, and the 
match continued, with Robertson 
hitting Wyatt for six 

Not even that whimsical batting 
combination of Geoff Bciycott and 
Derek Randall could prevent a not 
stopping play at Lahore in December 
1977 The arrival of Mrs Bhutto in the 
women's stand was the signal for 
pandemonium The crowd had been 
given a rare opportunity to 
demonstrate their support for her 
husband's Pakistan People's Party and 
perhaps Mudassar Na/ar s 
557-minute century had left the 
crowd desperate for excitement 
And at Beckington this summer*^ 

No rain no bombs, no civil 
disturbances, not even a herd of 
elephants from nearby Longlcat Just 
as Ollie Spencer (nephew of John 
Spencer, Cambridge and Sussex) is 
really laying into the Trinity bowling, 
a police car screeches to a halt by the 
village hall The rector and 
churchwarden are summoned (MCC 
officials—please note!) A dangerous 
chemical has leaked into the River 
Frome from the nearby dairies and 
there is imminent threat of 
approaching poisonous gas Everyone 
must return home at once and close all 
doors and windows Evacuate! Now! 

The churchwarden runs onto the 
field and calls an incredulous body of 
men into the hall. Poisonous Gas 
Stopped Play Perhaps Express Dairies 
will be able to compensate by finding a 
fast bowler for the match next year. 

A few minutes after the policeman's 
arrival, the field is deserted. Only the 
rector's gas-fired barbecue remains; 
earlier in the evening it had run out of 
gas. 

Peter Stone 
Wisden Cricket Monthly* 
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DOUBLE 'A' 


W HEN he was just a 
baby, his father, 
obsessed about raising 
a tennis champion, 
hung a tennis ball on a string over his 
baby cot for him to stare at. Then a 
balloon was tied to his high baby chair 
at which the baby would swing a tiny 
table tennis bat at. Before long the 
youngster was sleeping with a tennis 
racket and by the time he w^s 
two-years-old he could serve 
overhead into a full si/e court. 
Between the ages of 3 and 13,the kid 
hit a million tennis balls a year. 

Now 20 years later ,he used that 
deadly backhand to demolish (4-6, 

6-1,7-6,6-4) the best player in the 
world Pete Sampras and won his first 
Australian Open in his very first 
attempt. 

Until last year, Andre Agassi, the 
showman from Las Vegas was 
considered at best a talented player 
who unfortunately didn't know 
where the showbiz ended and life 
began—all flash and no substance His 
long hair, garish clothes aod rock star 
lifestyle made him popular with the 
younger crowd but not with the 
sport's establishment. Not since the 
days of John McEnroe had a player 
provoked such a divided response. 

In 1990, Boris Becker then world 
No. 2 narrated a story about Agassi 
(then ranked No. 4) that summarised 
the Agassi image in tennis. Becker was 
travelling on the same flight as Lendl 
(No. 1) and Edberg (No. 3), and the 
German suddenly felt a sense of panic 
that the plane would crash. The 
thought of death did not scare Becker. 
On the contrary, it was the thought of 
Andre Agassi becoming world 
number one that petrified him. Yet 
last month at Flinders Park. Agassi 
was being hailed as the saviour of 
tennis by everybody; right from the 
spectators to the establishment. 


Amazing, Awesome, Androgynous Agassi 
managed to set Flinders Park on 
fire. Is it a pointer for things to come ? 

R DM ANDY O'BRIEN. MELBOURNE 


His film star girlfriend; his 
unbelievably musdebound personal 
bodyguard, his personal jet, his 
bandana worn in the style of a pirate 
cap which even carries the skull and 
crossbones motif with tennis rackets 
repladng the bones. His hitching up of 
his shirt which someone calculated he 
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does an average 92 times during a 
match; all these which were once 
laughed at as part of his' Image is 
everything' campaign, are all 
suddenly eccentricities that are ''good 
for the game." 

And what was on show beneath the 
scorching Melbourne sun last month 
was what tennis had waited for since 
rumours began that the game was 
losing its charm. The suggestions that 
the sport was past its peak, that it had 
been a rough year for tennis. But 
Agassi—^with a little help from his 
friend Pete Sampras—provided the 
best possible answer to the critics of 
the game. 

This was the ail - new Andre Agassi 
show After beating the defending 
champion and world No. 1 the new 
champion called him a 'class act'. In 
his 'old act', Agassi had said Sampras 
looked as if he had come down from a 
tree. After the final he referred to him 
as the No. 1 player in the world. 

He used to say that there was 
"nothing mental about tennis" and 
that every time he thought on court 
he lost. His tactics at the Australian 
Open—^much of which can be 
credited to coach Brad Gilbert—of 
pinning Sampras to the backhand and 
then unleashing his deadly double 
handed backhands down the line. So 
tired was Sampras that in the fourth 
set the defending champion had to 
rely on aces to win a majority of his 
points. 

What does Andre have to say about 
this change in his image and thinking? 
Did the new attitude or the new 
hairdo come first? "The hair cut is 
about a year late" he says. "I started 
my journey a year ago." The new hero 
of tennis points to his wrist injury in 
December 1993 which required 
surgery was a turning point. "I think 
the wrist injury came at, in hind sight, 
a great time for me. I think at that time 
I felt I was on the verge of being 
burned out, or Just tired of the grind 
and was not really making the kind of 
progress that I hoped to. When I got 

away from the game.it was kind of 

like getting a second life." Coach 
Gilbert says, "the injury healed maybe 
his brain." 


Other years the Australian Open 
got in the way of his life. He admits 
that overrating and partying over the 
Christmas season meant the 
Australian Open in January was 
always out for him. But now tennis he 
says is his life. "I always kept tennis off 
to the side. Being here at my first 
Australian Open is a reflection of my 
commitment and the sacrifices I feel, 
need to be made in order to maximise 
whatever years I have." 

Looking back at his injury break 
Agassi who had almost stopped 


Tht MW look Agooti. WMi an aorodynomlc 
hairciit trim ph^Mqoo and obwidoiil 
eonfidoiico. mio gi^s all ooi to propol himoolff 
toihotop 

playing tennis, said "I realised how 
much the game means to me, after 
nearly not being able to play it 
anymore. 1 managed to use that 
enthusiasm and direct it in a way that 
let me accomplish a few goals last 
year." 

And then he declared that when he 
first came to Melbourne, "I knew I 
had a good chance to have a go at it. 1 
was seeded second which meant 1 
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dicin'! lid VC to play lough opponcnis 
ds I did when I 

won the US Open last year ranked 
and unseeded, I had also worked hard 
and was playing well and then I 
realised that the Rebound Ace siiilace 
actually suited my game." 

Then jokingly he said, "1 could kick 
mysell now for not having come here 
all these years." Then, in a more 
serious manner he added, "Today I 
feel it is the start of a journey." 

A journey tar removed from the 
days when naming was a boring 
sideshow and a diet meant eating as 


Far removed from the days when 
anybody would have been toigiven 
for thinking that Andie Agassi was 
more interested in ciiliivaling his 
image, than his professional tennis 
career. 

After all Agassi was a man who not 
only adorned himself with long, 
flowing locks, flashy jewelry ami the 
latest fashions, he had even reejuesred 
that two streets be named alter him in 
his hometown of Las Vegas. His 
requests for 'Agassi Avenue' and 
Agassi Lane' were not met and he had 


to settle for 'Andre Drive' and 'Agassi 
Lane' instead. Today they would 
probably be willing to name the whole 
town after him. 

In fact, with the $ 35 million he has 
supposedly earned through 
endorsements and with the $ 9 
million he has won in prize money, 
Agassi could now probably buy off 
half of Las Vegas. With that money he 
and Brooke Shields could probably 
forget about tennis and showbiz and 
just concentrate on living happily ever 
after. 

Several of his colleagues can claim to 


backhands are the bast in the game and not 
many opponents know how to countor it. Ask 
Sampras! 

be moie successful than Agassi, but 
Andre is bigger than them all. In fact, 
he IS ihe biggc'st thing in 
tennis—though it is said that big is an 
odd word to use about a man who 
stands an inch short ol six feel in his 
socks Of course, you won't catch him 
in his socks too often. Since Nike pays 
him millions lo wear their tennis 
shoes In Forhes magazine's list of the 
highest earning sportspersons, Agassi 


came in 9th overall, but in front ol 
every other tennis player. Though his 
prize money totalled around $2 
million, Forbes estimated his earnings 
from endorsements around $9.5 
million or more. One source from the 
Agassi camp says, "you can't even 
conceive how much money he is 
making. Agassi has brought about a 
wc'dding, of his own match-making; 
showbiz and sport. Only now things 
are a bit different. 

Forget the old Andre. The one who 
once spat on an umpire at the UvS 
Open; refused to play dead-rubbers in 
Davis Cup lies; called the head of the 
International Tennis Federation a 
'bozo'; got carried away in a Davis Cup 
match against Switzerland and 
screamed at spectators, 'Are you 
Swiss, then kiss my ass'; had an 
Fsquirc magazine award for 
obnoxiousness in sport named the 
Andresin his honour, declared after a 
messy split with his long-time coach 
and mentor, Nick BoIIettieri, "he is 
insignificant, to be quite honest. 1 feel 
his knowledge of the game is pretty 
limited"; mocked his opponents with 
ircmic laughter; trained on junk food 
and when told to go on a diet, 
requested that the onions be removed 
from his burgers; Hew back home in 
his private jet during the course of one 
tournament so that he could sleep in 
his own bed; didn't know "what all 
the fuss is" about Wimbledon. This 
was the Agassi about who the 
legendary tennis writer Bud Collins 
had said in 1991, "Andre appears to 
believe that there was no really 
compelling tennis before him. And it 
must be admitted that the games a 
century or so BA (Before Agassi) 
contained no one as astounding or 

appealing or absurd as Andre the 

rare ham is the burgerking of the 
game....claiming the sovereignity of, 
ahem, rock and roll tennis of which he 
is the self-proclaimed high priest. For 
Andre, traditional rules are for other 
people. The path less rocky works just 
fine for him. Andre can be rich and 
famous just by being Andre." 

But Collins himself had made a few 
comments then which seem to be 
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Th« ntw lean, mean fightinQ machine that 
Agaaf i'f new bacania, apaaks valumas aff his 
naw-faund canfidanca 

coming true. 

'"He hasn't broken any laws in being 
different, only the hearts of 

establishmentarians.While Andre 

has uttered nothing of any 
importance, he has the attention oi a 
generation. It will be fascinating to 
watch Andre add years and I hope 
wisdom. In live years—at merely 
25—what ? I feel the makings are 
there for greatness. For how Jong can a 
phenomenon who keeps advising us 
that image is everything, stay in the air 
without committing himself fully to 
tennis as an athlete and competitor 
rather than an entertainer." 

Bud 'Nostradamus' Collins was 
right. The light bulb did appear above 
the head of a lad so talented that he 
skipped some of the circuit's more 
traditional grounds like the juniors 
and satellites, which build character 
before charisma. 

The new Agassi is more controlled 
and more committed to achieving his 
potential as a tennis player than the 
image-conscious renegade of a few 
years ago. The Las Vegas ball boy has 
come a long way since his father 
Mike—a punchy Iranian immigrant 
to America and an ex-Olympic 
boxer—got the gleam in his eye when, 
fresh off the boat in New York and 
waiting tables at the 1959 Davis Cup 
dinner for the final between USA and 
Australia, he heard the Aussie captain 
Harry Hopman lecture other diners 
about the importance of young talent 
being found and developed as soon as 
possible. Agassi senior was converted 
and even though Andre wasn't even 
born, his training programme was 
already in its infancy in his father's 
mind. After Andre was born, Agassi 
senior was open about his naked 
ambition, introducing his little boy as 
"my little world champ." The boy was 
fed by rubbish bins full of tennis balls 
thrown to every corner of a 
home-made court with father's 
instructions, "take the ball early and 
the other guy will have to call dxab to 
get to it." 

Having grown up thinking that he 





was a ball machine, Andre obviously 
used his injury break last year to find 
out otherwise 'I'm not saying injury 
is good for anyone at anytime," says 
Agassi's coach Brad Gilbert, "but it 
healed maybe his brain ' Gilbert has 
been credited with the formation of 
Agassi, taking many of the lessons 
from his book Winning Ugly, which 
isn't about Andre's dress sense, but 
explains how to employ smart tactics 
Gilbert had been an acquaintance of 
Andre's, and though he conceded he 
would not be his first choice as a 
dinner guest (though they must by 


now have shared the odd burger 
together) he was never a harsh critic of 
the enfant ternble " A lot of guys 
were saying, 'he's this, he's that, I 
can't believe this guy' 1 always said, 
'he's the best thing that has happened 
to tennis He's getting tennis the 
headlines' He's getting people 
interested in the game " 

Another important relationship 
that has changed Agassi is with his 
childhood friend Perry Rogers, the 
manager of Agassi Enterprises who 
together with brother? Phil Agassi is 


planning for Andre's old age Rogers 
has curtailed some of Agassi's 
spending habits "We put him on a 
wage, so we can limit what is being 
spent and inaease our net profit 
margin," Rogers is reported to have 
said. 

And then, of course, there is the 
well-publicised liaison with Brooke 
Shields. "Another quality person," 
saysGilben "They seem to be pretty 
good for each other." On the 
backbumer are his ties with his father 
Mike, who is now kept at arms length 
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from his tennis "Andre just wants to 
win," says Gilbert "Not for Nick or his 
father or me or whatever He wants to 
win now for himself" It's what Agassi 
calls "good days at the offace " Why he 
even turns up at the press conferences 
he often scoffed at previously, 
wearmg a T-shirt which said 'This is 
work " 

And he's going about his work so 
professionally and with such a 
flounsh, that he has proved that the 
reports of the games' death were 
grossly exaggerated 


U«a lika a ktaf, eaal buy a thtapl'it tha aaw 
aiaHaafTaaaiXiaaai.(lall)Brj8Hbait 
AnasTt caaeb caagralalalM hiiB wMla 
bnAar nil iaaka at, ailar ba ana tba U1 
Ogaa and (ri|hl) Biaaha IMaMi, Aiastra aaw 
law ia thaatl ia taais aa aha wakhas Aftasi 
wM tha US. Opaa tr^ 


The game that had been a chore 
since he left the cot, a training dnll 
through his adolescence and a catwalk 
for his eccentriaues and his sponsors' 
new clothes, is alive and kicking now 
thanks to him and thanks to the 
su^nse and interest his nvalry with 
Pete Sampras has built—and will 
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surely continue to build m the near 
future 

Tennis needed something 
somebody, to lift it up It s found 
Andre Agassi Tennis has realised that 
Image is indeed everything I ve used 
a few years to learn things and 
expenence things, now I m dedicated 
to achieving my goals, says Agassi " 
"Now I can t wait to see what happens 
next" 

Neither can we nor can tennis ‘ Just 
do It,' Andre, because you have 
ensured that 'tennis doesn rsuck' any 
longer • 
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corporations, 
ranked 


world' s 600 


For most 

being_ 

among tbe world' s 500 

would be honour enough. 

Foi>tunate]y at SAIL, being ranked the 9th 
most profitable metal producing company 
m the world only strengthened its resolve 
to be among the world's top 6 metal 
producers. 

Its resolve has now come true. Performing 
better than the 'Fortune' average, SAIL has 
ranked fifth in terms of profit as a percentage 
of assets. 

Of the four Indian Companies featuring in 
the top 500 corporations, SAIL is the only 
manufacturing company. 

We're proud to put India in the forefront 
of the world steel market. And, as in the 
past, we won't rest on our laurels. 
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BY ANDYO'BRIEN, 
MELBOURNE 


I F ANDRE AGASSI is credited 
with pulling men's tennis out of a 
predicted stagnation, then 
women's tennis will be looking 
to their new champion, Mary Pierce to 
make their game a box office hit. At a 
time when the women's tour was hit 
by withdrawals, retirements and 
mysterious disappearances, the 3 ft 11 
in blonde who was born in Canada, 
raised in Amenca apd now based in 
France, is being looked on as a 
saviour—a breath of the proverbial 
fresh air in an otherwise staid and 
predictable atmosphere. 

Pierce has a distinctive style of her 
own, in her mannerisms, her game 
and her behaviour Throughout her 
career, the 20-year-old has attracted 
as much attention for her stnking 
appearance and bizzare family 
background as for her obvious but 
then so far latent tennis talent. 

Her Australian Open win has 
changed all that now. Pierce thrust 
herself into the limelight with a series 
of blazing wins at the 1994 French 
Open including a semi-final drubbing 
of Steffi Graf in which the world 
number one managed to win only 
four games. Pierce^in fact, lost only 10 
games on her way to the final, a 
tournament record. But once in the 
final, she lost in straight sets to 
Arantxa Sanchez Vicario, who she 
beat in Melbourne avenging her 
defeat and without losing a single set 
in the tournament. "When I played 
Arantxa at the French, I was nervous 
and thinking about a lot of different 
things," says Pierce comparing her 
two grand slam finals. "Also 1 was 
playing in France and the whole 


Mary Pfwet: loaka like a iNillaifly, 
llkaatoa 
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Mary Pierce is the hottest commodity in 
women's tennis. She's playing in the 'zone'and 
her opponents will testify to her methods of 
destruction 


With har attracthra loaka and har nuclaar 
pawarad gama, Piarca today is a 
markating man's daiight 

crowd was then cheering for me and 
lot of things combined to make me 
nervous. I was letting things bother 
me. In Australia 1 was calm, focussed 
and concentrated/' 

Clearly, in Melbourne there was a 
pressure swing in the final, with the 
weight of expeaation more on 
Sanchez, as a victory for the top seed 
would have realised a life-long goal as 
the number one ranked player in the 
world. With Sanchez eventually 
becoming the new number one the 
following week and Pierce crowning 
herself with her first grand slam title, 
women's tennis was ushering in a ' 
change of guard. 

"Definitely, winning in Australia is 
a great way to start my year," says 
Pierce. "I have been working hard, 
been through hard times, did a lot of 
things this winter for my game and 
physical conditioning and it's just 
been very satisfying that it's paid off." 

Pierce's superior strength 
impressed in Australia. She hit the ball 
harder than anyone else, winning 
point after point with her powerful 
forehand and backhand ground 
strokes. 

So how has the ugly duckling of 
women's tennis suddenly blossomed 
into its most beautiful swan? 

"The difference today is mental," 
she says laconically. 

The biggest difference is that her 
father Jim—whose obnoxious 
behaviour has been well documented 
and who is banned by the WTA from 
tournaments—no longer controls 
Mary's tennis or her life. Just as the 
debarred Jim was responsible for 
making his daughter a teenaged 
tennis prodigy, so too was he inversely 
responsible for stunting her growth as 
a player. It was only after he was made 
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an outcast both in the family and in 
women's tennis could Mary 
concentrate on her own development. 

Today, she recognises her father's 
part in her growth, still speaks to him 
on the phone in what she refers to "as 
a father-daughter relationship," the 
reason is attributed to the faa that Jim 
Pierce has a restraining order on him, 
while her French mother Yannick has 
filed divorce proceedings. ^ 

With her father out, enter coach 
Nick Bollittieri who took the confused 
talent under his old and experienced 
wings. He gave Pierce freedom, 
confidence and allowed her to do 
things her way, so all these combined 
to make her enjoy the game rather 
than look at it as a chore. So great were 
the pressures—emotional and 
physical—on Pierce that it is said that 
if she continued under her father a 
little longer she would have been a 
typical burnout case by now. 

How much of an influence 
Bollittieri has had on Mary came 
through when after her viaory in 
Melbourne; Australia's Channel 
Seven who have exclusive rights for 
the tournament, set up a satellite talk 
between the coach and his ward. 
Bollittieri talked of how Pierce has a 
big sweet tooth, giving her permission 
to celebrate her win by eating the 
biggest ice cream in Melbourne, all to 
herself. He also recalled what he had 
told Pierce before he had to leave 
Melbourne for business commitments 
in America. "I told Mary that she has 
to believe in herself. That she was 
ready for the big time and therefore 
had to get used to doing things on her 
own." 

The coach also revealed his last 
telephone conversation with Pierce in 
which he asked her to read the Bible. 
"This was the first time 1 had said 
something like that to her. 1 told her to 
read the part about love and 
forgiveness." Perhaps it was a hint at 
the deteriorating father-daughter 
reaiationship, but Bollittieri's words 







Prim and proptr PitTM may SMm. But 
virhaa aha biti tha ball, it alaya bit 


I brought tears to Pierce's eyes. 

Surprisingly, Mary had called her 
mother and her coach straight after 
the victory. Yet, there was no mention 
of her father at all even though at a 
press conference she even mentioned 
something as trivial as cutting her 
' hand while she tried to cook some 
lunch in the apartment. The minor cut 
was the only obstacle she 
encountered on the way to viaory 
that fortnight. So masterly was she in 
decimating the opposition that it was 
noted that her habit of turning to the 
crowd and her coaches for approval 
after a good point was played, could 
well have distracted her, since she had 
to turn to the speaators stands so 
often during her seven matches. 

Pierce proved those critics wrong; 
who while recognising her talents 
thought she was mentally suspea. 

Her style forced one commentator 
to wnte, "She is fussy, and dramatic 
while playing, with a reputation of 
taking too much time between points 
(she earned herself several time 
violations dunng the Australian 
Open) and annoying the other players 
with her attention seeking style 
(which Natasha Zvereva copied so 
well dunng their quaner-final 
match). This, coupled with blonde 
hair, an attractive appearance and 
exaggerated poise between points can 
make her seemawfully prissy." 

Prim and proper she may seem, but 
when she hits the ball, it stays hit. No 
wonder she is called, "Mary, Queen of 
Shots." It is quite evident today that 
Mary Pierce is a force to be reckoned 
with and her grand slam win has 
taken her up to the number three spot 
in the rankings. It has been a long time 
since Monica Seles stopped heaving, 
screaming and grunting her way to a 
win in women's tennis. Women's 
tennis has made up for it by ensuring 
that the game has produced another 
serious contender to threaten Steffi 
Graf's vice like grip on the game. In 
Mary Pierce we may be, therefore, 
looking at a new leading lady, while 
others follow like lambs. • 
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TENNIS TALK 


THE WRECKERS 

They have their brief share of sudden fame when they defeat seeded 
players. But after that it is back to first-round defeats and finally 
oblivion 



T hey are the 

wreckers who 
wroak havoc in 
tournaments The 
ones who cut a knife 
through seeded players 
and make a mockery of the 
most carefully crafted 
predictions Tournament 
organisers live in constant 
fear of them dreading the 
thought of a final 
fought out by a couple of 
these unknown—and 
unsung—battlers whom 
nobody has ever heard of 
But the crowds support 
them because they are the 
underdogs and if every 
dog has its day then 
sometimes the dog s day 
can last longer than 
expected This Australian 
Open has experienced a 
fair share of wreckers 
Wreckers with stamina 
The name Gabnela 
Sabatini sells tickets The 
name Mananne 
Werdel-Witmeyer sounds 
like a potential bomb in the 
box-office But then the 
latter sent the Argentine 
sex symbol crashing out of 
the tournament andiwem 
on to fix up a semi-final 
clash with the top seed, 
Arantxa Sanchez Vicano, 
who had beaten another 
wrecker, N^oko 
Sawamatsu, or the 
'earthquake kid' And in 
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SERVO. NEW GENERATION ENGINE OILE FOR NEW GENERATION CARS. FROM INDIANOIL 

savo HAS BET NEW STANDARDS IN LUBRICANT TECHNOLOGY 

Even oevelorino special engine oils for special automobiles like the 
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the process she eliminated 
another wrecker named 
Angelica Gavaldon who 
for her part had put out 
two seeded players to reach 
the quarter-finals That 
particular morning's clash 
of the wreckers which 
Witmeyer won in straight 
sets,meant that at least one 
unseeded player would be 
in the ladies semi-final just 
as the Aaron Knrksteln— 
Jacco Elnngh quarter-final 
ensured an unseeded man 
in the last four 
\/Umeyer's semi-final 
matchup with 
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Sanchez-Vicano sent 
journalists scrambling for 
information about this 
latest addition to the ranks 
of the double-barrel names 
in the women's game 
Marianne Werdel 
Witmeyer joined the likes 
of Arantxa 

Sanchez-Vicano, Zina 
Garnson-Jackson, Linda 
Harvey-Wild, Bettina 
Fulco-Yillella and a host of 
others with tongue twister 
names that make life 
miserable for tennis 
commentators and 
newspaper headline 


waters 

In Witmeyer's case, they 
can blame an Amencan 
accountant Because of 
confusion with her tax 
payments,Mananne 
Werdel was advised to use 
the name of her husband 
Ron Witmeyer, who is a 
professional baseball 
player and was busy 
working on his visa and 
other travel documents to 
make the tnp to 
Melbourne to watch his 
wife play her first grand 
slam semi-final 

Marianne has created 


Naoko Sawamatiu from Japan 
had fa aonfrant tha tragedy af her 
hausa haing razad dunng the 
aaithquaka in Kaba. But that did 
net datar her tram narffanning 
wall In this year's Auatrallan Open 

some more bookwork for 
her accountant because 
she has earned over 
$ 100,000, one of the 
biggest pay days of Jier 
career, representing almost 
90 per cent of her earnings 
last year 

Her unknown opponent 
Angelica Gavaldon, who is 
an Amencan by birth but 
Mexican by citizenship, 
pocketed $62,000 Not bad 
for a girl who at one time 
was so disillusioned by the 
professional tour that she 
threw away her racquets 
for six months and went 
back to school She felt 
those deadly pressures 
again over the last few days 
when she said "As the 
only known tennis player 
from Mexico, I couldn't 
sleep at nights because 
people kept phoning me 
wishing me all the best and 
congratulating me " 

The other woman who 
lost some sleep was Natalia 
Zvereva Not because she 
lost her quaner-final 
match to Mary Pierce, who 
eliminated Conchita 
Martinez in the other 
semi-final And not 
because Natalia is too busy 
colleamg funds for the 
victims of the Japanese 
earthquake, but because 
she faces a WTA 
disaplinary violation for 
the semi-strip show she did 
m good humour after a 
doubles match After she 
and her partner Gigi 
Fernandez won the match, 
the Russian girl went up to 
some of her supporters and 
did a dance lifting her 
T-shirt on numerous 
occasions over her head. 
AndyO Brian, Malbouma 
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INTERVIEW 


"I Never 
Thought 

I Could 
Make It" 

Says Jonas Bjorkmanjhe fast rising 
22~year-old Swedish tennis star, who also 
happens to be one of the best doubles players in 
the world 

H e'S a nice guy but not a Now let's find out who Jonas 

colorless bore He's a Bjorkman really is. 

tenacious yet sponing 

competitor. He's a premier Watching you destroy Stefan 


H e's a nice guy but not a 
colorless bore He's a 
tenacious yet sponing 
competitor. He's a premier 
athlete who shows unabashed joy 
after hitting sensational shots. He's 
the champion you've been waiting 
for, and he might arrive in 1995. 

If you don't yet know about the 
fast-rising, 22-year-old Swede, Jonas 
Bjorkman, it's because his claim to 
fame had rested only in doubles 
where he and panner Jan Apell rank 
No. 6 in the world. 

That was until Bjorkman, like an 
unstoppable tornado, crushed his 
idol, Stefan Edberg, 6-4,6-4,6-0 en 
route to the U.S. Open quarterfinals 
Three weeks later, he starred in the 
crucial doubles victory that ignited 
Sweden's comeback from a 2-0 deficit 
to stun the favored United States 3-2 
in the Davis cup semifinals. 
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Now let's find out who Jonas 
Bjorkman really is. 

Watching you destroy Stefan 
Edberg at the U.S. Open, TV 
analyst John McEnroe said of you: 
'He can really play. He does have 
a very good return of serve, his 
footwork is excellent, he's very 
consistent at the net, beautiful 
technique at the net/' What do 
you think of that? 

It's always nice to hear when people 
like John, who is one of the best tennis 
players ever, says this. Of course, 1 
appreciate these nice words. My serve 
returns have always been my best 
shot. I move well on the court. But I 
can still improve on everything. 

You have said Mats WUander was 
your boyhood idol, but you 
modelled your playing style after 



Edberg. Would you please explain 
that? 

1 was 10 years old when Mats won the 
French Open in '82. He became my big 
idol then. Also, he came from the 
same club as me in [ Vaxjo] Sweden. I 
met him a few times because my Dad 
knew him. But later on Thave been 
practising with Stefan for five, six 
years. All this practising has helped 
me a lot because I've always played 




aggressively I study Stefan to see how 
he moves, how he plays the ball from 
various positions, how he plays 
important points He s one of the best 
ever at the net and he moves well 
So that's the reason he became my 
second idol 

Then the star you practised wl^ 
to much, learned from and 
Idolized became the victim of 


your greatest triumph. 

Yeah, it was ironical that I should beat 
him in my biggest upset m a big 
tournament It'sasurpnsethatibeata 
guy I've been lookmg up to and trying 
to equal 

After you upset national hero 
Edberg, you sounded concerned 
how Swedish fans would react to 
you, saying'1 hope I'm still a good 


Bjoriams (left) with doiiMss piitMr Jan 
Apall—aspirino la bacamt tba bast douUat 
taammtbawanS 

guy." Did they react favorably? 
(Laughter) Yeah It's been really 
posiuve to be back here in Sweden 
because it was really big that Edberg 
lost to a Swedish guy You probably 
know that he had only lost two 
matches to Swedish players in the last 
SIX years It was also positive because 
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people in Sweden found a new face to 
follow. Every day it's been in the 
newspapers, radio, TV... a lot of 
interviews for me. 

By tennis standards today, you 
are a late-bloomer at 22. Since you 
won the Swedish Junior 
championship at 18, why did it 
take you so long to really develop? 
We're all different Some juniors grow 
up quickly and find a way to survive 
and know what's really going on with 
their tennis But you must do it for 
your own self and not for your coach 
or someone else. It just took me a little 
longer to learn how hard you had to 
work to get up to the top. Also, the 
media, especially in Sweden, is always 
telling you that if you're not one of the 
best juniors at 18, then you have no 
chance to get to the top. I was ranked 5 
or 6 so I didn't get experience playing 
big tournaments outside Sweden. I 
didn't have the confidence at 18, 19 to 
know for sure whether I could make it 
or not. 

I've heard you were a little bit shy 
and that also hurt you. 


[ That's been my biggest problem. I was 
never the guy who thought I could 
make it. My confidence was never as 
good as It should have been. But I beat 
[French Open champion] Bruguera at 
Schenectady, I beat Stefan. That's two 
guys in the top 5. Now I feel if I keep 
praaising hard, anything can happen. 

You first made your mark in 
doubles with Apell.Last year you 
reached the Australian Open 
semis and the French Open final 
and have won three titles with 
Apell and five overall. What 
makes you and Apell such an 
effective team? 

First of all, it's good to have one 
right-handed player and one 
left-handed. Then it's important that 
we work together really well. We're 
really good friends outside and inside 
the court which is what you need to 
have fun and play good doubles. Both 
of us have good [service] returns, and 
that's one of the keys for doubles. And 
we both have good reactions at the net 

Bjorkman has modallad hioisaN on Stafan 
Edbarg. Swadan's graatast tannis star and is 
as nuNlast as bis idol himsalf 



so we win a lot of points there. I think 
we have a good chance to be No. 1 in 
doubles. 

Unlike most Swedes, you show a 
lot of emotion and enthusiasm on 
the court. Your big trademark is 
your triple arm pump after you 
hit a terrific shot. Please tell me 
about that. 

(Laughter) It's been the waf I have 
been showing my feelings for a long 
time. It's just a reaction. Not many 
Swedes are like that on the court. That 
may change. Normally we are a little 
bit shy, always concentrating. It's 
good for tennis that players are 
showing some feelings on the court to 
give something back to the spectators. 

Are you a showman? 

You can say that 1 am a showman. 1 
never had a chance to show my 
jumping smash in the [U.S.] Open. I 
played volleyball before. If a guy lobs 
really high and 1 have to run back and 
then hit a smash from the baseline, 
then I used to run back a little more 
and then run up and jump like a jump 
serve in volleyball. If I get a chance, I 
do it in every match. 

Some critics today insist that 
pro tennis should have 
''personalities," colorful 
personalities. Others disagree and 
argue that champions like Edberg 
and Sampras and Laver and 
Rosewall don't need 
"personality" because they have 
character, excellent character. 
Who is right? 

Tough question. I don't know if.one 
way is either right or wrong. Like you 
say, those who have a lot of character 
may play so well because of their 
character. Everyone is different. But if 
I were a fan going to a tournament, I 
would go watch Agassi instead of 
Sampras just because something 
exciting is always going to happen 
when Agassi is playing. 

In my opinion, you are among the 
top 5 players in athletic ability on 
the ATP Tour. Did you excel Ir 
other sports? 


INTERVIEW 


Friends, both on and off court B|orknian (with 
back to camera) and Apell make an ideal 
doubleapair 

Yeah, I did have some talent for soccer 
and ice hockey. I quit when I was 
about 14. Yeah, not to be cocky, but 1 
can agree that Tm near the very top in 
athletic ability. 

Your Advantage International 
manager Johan KJellsten says 
that one reason everybody likes 
you is that, like Edberg and 
Wilander, you are very modest. Is 
that true? And how else would 
you describe yourself? 

I think It's true. Why? You see how 
the other Swedes are doing You try to 
imitate the Swedish style. No one is 
cocky and unfriendly I think other 
people would say Tm a friendly guy, 
honest and hard-working 



Do you have a girlfriend? 

Yeah. Sophia Johansson Tm madly in 
love with her. I want to marry her 
some day 

What was your reaction after 
Magnus Larsson won his match 
point against Todd Martin in the 
fifth and deciding match of the 
Davis Cup? 

That was one oi the best feelings I've 
had so far. After the first day when we 
were down 2-0, we were still thinking 
positive and hoping we could win it, 
but we were thinking maybe victory 
was not possible. But after each 
viaory our comeback seemed more 
and more possible. It was an 
unbelievably good comeback for us. 

After your clutch doubles win, 
ESPN-TV analyst Fred Stolle said, 
^^Jorkman had the hot hand. He 
never missed a ball.'' U.$. Davis 
Cup captain Tom Gullikson 
remarked, "BJorkman's returns 
were unbelievable—backhands, 
forehands, anything." Do you 
agree? 

Those are nice comments. Jan and I 
played unbelievably well. 

Considering that we had to win the 
match or else the whole tie would be 
over, to be in this pressure situation, it 


was our best match. 


Was it also the most exciting 
match? 

Of course, yes! Even if it was only 
before 4,000 or 5,000 people [a 
capacity Scandanavian crowd], it felt 
like there were much more people 
there because we had really great 
support from the crowd So we were 
really pumped up throughout the 
match. 

Yet you never seemed nervous. 
Am I correct? 

Yeah. I don't know why. I thought I 
should be a little bit nervous because it 
was such an important match. But we 
thought it was so much fun just to play 
in the Davis Cup, a big match like this. 

You made so many crucial 
winners that day; the net poach 
for the first set service break, the 
strong forehand service return for 
a 2-0 break in the fourth set, and 
the backhand winner down the 
alley on match point. Please tell 
about them. 

I remember all of them. The match 
point was the best of them and the 
best match point in my career. It was 
perfea from my service return to the 


lob to my backhand winner. With the 
crowd's support, it was so much fun to 
finish like that. 

Five different things historically 
have motivated athletes: love of 
the sport, glory, achievement, 
power and money. Which of these 
things motivate you? 

Glory. That's the feeling when you 
win a tournament. When you hold 
the trophy over your head. And then 
when the media talks to you. 1 also 
love the sport of tennis. I'm very 
happy to do the thing I do as a hobby 
for my profession. 

How did the Swedish people react 
to your Davis Cup team victory? 
Did you get a lot of attention? 

Yeah. It's been a lot of glory after our 
match. There was a big picture of 
Magnus on the front page of every 
newspaper. All of Sweden has been 
really happy with the viaory, 
especially all the tennis fans. It was 
really big for them that we won this 
Davis Cup match because we had 
been losing in the semifinals a 
couple times, and the media has been 
telling us that Swedish tennis is not 
good anymore. We proved that tennis 
in Sweden is still really good. 
Interviewed by Paul Fein 
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MALLESWARI won 
the silver medal in 
the 56 kgs category in 
the World 
Championships at 
Istanbul last year. 
But Chinese gold 
medal winner Wang 
Sheng tested positive 
in a dope test and 
hence Malleswari 
was declared 
the World Champion 


BV P.K MAHANArj'D 


F or the first time in Indian 
sports history, an Indian 
woman has won the world 
title. And the honour goes to 
weightlifter Malleswari. She won the 
gold at the Istanbul World 
Championships after the Chinese gold 
medal winner Wang Sheng tested 
positive in a drugs test. Thereafter, the 
International Weighlifting Federation 
declared Malleswari as the world 
champion. 

And it has been a long journey for 
this poor girl who was born in a 
family in Srikakulam, 
in Andhra Pradesh. ** 

Her lather was a poYiceman. 

At the age of 14, Malleswari was 
fired by ambition when she saw her 
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MallMMrari with AVM C.L Mtbla, 
Prasident of tha ladlan Waiglitliftias 
Fadaration 

elder sister lifting weights and 
winning honours for India 'My 
eldest sister started coaching me/' 
Malleswan recalls, 'and 1 also owe a 
lot to my mother who fed me 
whatever she could " She made her 
mark at the Ambala Nationals and 
after that she desperately started 
searching for a job The best offer came 
in the form of a Class IV category 
vacancy It was at this time that Bharti 
Singh, silver medallist at the Beijing 
Asiad took Malleswan to meet Wing 
Commander OD Sharma, 
Vice-President of the Hmduja Sports 
Foundation in New Delhi 

Recalls Wing Commander Sharma, 

Since Bharii Singh an eminent lifter 
recommended Malle«:wari I, at once, 
considered her for financial help In 
fact we adopted her and started 
giving her a stipend of Rs 3000 We 
also gave her Rs 2000 for her mother's 
medical treatment ' Apart from that, 
she was provided excellent food 
which included chicken at lunch and 
dinner and endless glasses of fruit 
juice 

The result was simply miraculous 
After training at the S AI complex in 
Bangalore Malleswan Went on to 
take part in the Asian Championships 
atChangrnaim 1992 And in a 
complete surprise to the total 
domination of the Chinese at this 
international meet she won the silver 
medal Next year at the Melbourne 
World Championships, she won a 
brun/e in the newly constituted 54 
kgs category 

In February, 1994, the famed 
Russian lifter Leonid Taranenko from 
Belarus took over the training of the 
Indian women weightlifters He was a 
man with impressive credentials a 
former Olympic champion in 1980, 
world champion in 1990, silver 
medallist at the Barcelona Olympics 
and he had set 24 world records Thus, 
he was the most quaMed coach to 
tram the Indian weightlifters 

MaHamari wHk fatlaw walgMillar 
Kaajaml aad Balanit aoaah LaaaM 
Tafiaaaka who gtayad aaek a tfaoMvi 
rola la halhllioir earaaia 
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Taranenko was quick to spot the 
potential of Mallcswari and Kunjarani 
and he selected them for special 
attention 

Then, under the guidance of 
Taranenko Malles wan went on to 
take part in the Asian Games at 
Hiroshima And she rattled the 
Chinese when she lifted 115 kgs in her 
final attempt for the jerk There was a 
good chance for her to win the gold 
medal but the Chinese girl Zhang 
Huhua fought back to lift the gold "It 
was a sensational attempt " recalls 
Balbir Singh, the manager of the 
Indian weightlifting team, for the 
first time, the Chinese coaches were 
worried watching an Indian 
weightliftcr fighting for the gold 
Malles wan missed the jerk by just a 
few inches ' 

Later, Taranenko explained her loss 
and on why he did not select 113 kgs 
which would have given a world 
record to Malleswan "1 wanted the 
gold for her/' Taranenko said, 'at that 
moment, she had already won the 
silver* The gold medal would have 


Mallaswari in trainino at SAI in Bannalora. 
Har hard work has finally paid dividends 

boosted up the morale of the others as 
well " 

One lends to agree with her coach 
as she had registered her life's best 
total of 195 kgs at Hiroshima But the 
World Championships in Istanbul was 
around the corner and even her coach 
was worried about Malleswan's 
chances, "Normally, you need about 
two months between two major 
events But the World Championships 
was being held a month after the 
Hiroshima Games," he explained 

Because of her spinted challenge 
during the Asian Games, the Chinese 
fielded two of the best lifters against 
Malleswan in the world 
championships, just to try to prevent 
her from getting the silver 

Wang Sheng lifted a total of 197.5 
kgs in the initial stages of the 
competition But Malleswan 
surprised everyone when she lifted 
77 5 kgs in the snatch, which was her 
best. But she knew that she had to give 


off her best in the jerk And she 
responded magnificently to the 
challenge, when she lifted a weight of 
110 kgs As a result, she equalled 
Sheng's total of 197 5 kgs But fate 
intervened and she lost the gold on 
body weight, as she was 600 grams 
heavier But as it transpired her grief 
was only temporary because soon 
after that came the positive dope 
test and hence Malleswan was 
crowned the World Champion* 

And to think that she almost did not 
make it to Istanbul The two-member 
women's weightlifting team was not 
cleared by the Government but for the 
personal intervention of Spons 
Minister Mukul Wasnik Almost at 
the last hour, he cleared the tnp and 
the weightlifters made it to Istanbul by 
a whisker. 

And thus, because of Mukul 
Wasnik's thankful intervention, India 
now has a World Champion Let's 
hope that Malleswan goes from 
strength to strength from now 
onwards. # 








1 Which U.S. 

• President offered 
tactics lO an American 
football team? 

2 Which jockey 
• became a 
best-selling author? 

3 Which British 
• Olympic gold 
medallist holds a degree in 
economics from 
Loughborough University? 



4 Who once said, 

. "people go to Laver 

Answerto Q.No. 3 


^ V' 


isSSaUv 


Answer to (LNo. 2. 

to talk about tennis, they 
come to me lo talk about 
abortions''? 

3 Under what name 
• did Lew Alcindor 
achieve fame? 


CARTOONS RY ARTHUR CAROOZO 


of the Soka Gokhai school 
of Buddhism make it to the 
sports pages in 1993? 


1 ^ Who is how 
1. w * known as 
prisoner no. 401 39NO? 




What do Geoff 
/ O • Boycott, K. Hughes, 
Allan Lamb, M.L. Jaisimha 
and Ravi Shastri have in 
common? 

7 From whom did the 
• 1973 World Cup 

hockey champs Holland 
adopt their revolutionary 
tactics? 

8 Who were the two 
• American 
sportsmen who, at an 
award ceremony at the 
1968 Mexico Olympic 
Games, raised black gloved 
fists to protest against U.S. 
racism? 

9 How did Dasaku 
• Ikeda, the president 


ANSWERS 
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'Aussies love playing with 
themselves Oh! what a feeling " 

T he message on the banner at 
the MCG, may have been 
vulgar in its humour, but 
there was plenty of hardcore 
truth in It After weighing the pros and 
cons of the Australia 'A team's 
existence in the world senes as a 
fourth team, many Australians, 
including several cncket board 
officials are privately expressing deep 
seated concerns over the credibility of 


the project 

The Aussies, starting from the 
Packer years, have made a greater 
contribution to the evolution of 
one-day cricket more than any other 
cricketing nation But this time they 
went wrong 

Not that there is anything wrong 
with the concept of having an 'A' 
team—^most countries including India 
have adopted the proiect—but to pit 
your 'A' team in what is to be a contest 
comprising national teams including 
your own is more a gimmick than 


anything else In this case it was more 
a marketing ploy by the Australian 
Cncket Board (ACB) as well as a slap 
m the face of Zimbabwe which along 
with England was contesting the 
World Senes It was a clear message 
that Zimbabwe was not good enough 
to ensure box-office success Given 
that there was no other country 
available and the Australians were 
committed to having Zimbabtve 
there, there was this compelling need 
to have something other than the 
usual WSC triangular senes 



PERSPECT IV E 


'CIVIL' WAR 

The Aussies are great innovators in the world of cricket. But the 
recent move of inducting their 'A' team for the World Series 
competition may well affect their credibility, argues ANDY O'BRIEN 



Not only does it downgrade the 
status of touring teams, making them 
look like third rate teams if they lose, 
but it also causes too much anguish to 
the country's top side. It also 
constitutes to lightweight farce where 
players hopped from one Australian 
team to another like playing cards that 
were being shuffled. 

The last point was reinforced when 
Paul Reiff el, after playing ail six 
preliminary matches as the 'A' team's 
strike bowler was picked by the senior 
side for the best of three finals....and 
made 12th man for both the finals 
which the senior team won 2-01 

By choosing Reilf el, one of 
Australia's best limited-overs bowlers, 
the selectors were saying that he was 
the 12th best cricketer in Australia. 
The man who took his place in the 'A' 
team was therefore the 24ih best 
cricketer. So you had a scenario in the 
finals where the 24ih best player in 
the country played in the middle 
while the 12th best cooled his heels in 
the dressing room of a team he had 
fiercely opposed the whole season. 

And there they were, 24 
Australians playing a wor/c/series 
final which Australia couldn't 
possibly lose,not on the scoreboard, 
not in receipts, public interest or 
player development, but surely in 
credibility. So you would ask why 
England and Zimbabwe agreed to play 
against the Australian 'A' team in the 
world series in the first place? 

Zimbabwe of course didn't have 


PmiI Mllifc/Uiilialla A team's firikt 



much choice for even though they 
have been voted as full ICC members 
by all other countries, they are still 
treated like step-children. England 
agreed because their players were 
happy that a quadrangular series 
meant fewer matches for them. 

You could also ask why the ICC 
didn't move in to stop such a 
precedent from being set ? The ICC did 
let the Australian board know that 
any game involving their 'A' team 
would not be recognised or recorded 
as a "one-day international". But the 
Australian b oard went ahead any¬ 
way and ended up with a World Series 
Finals which were not 

"internationals" in the true sense. 

Apait from exposing the yawning 
gap in the depth of talent between 
England and Australia, the adhoc 'A' 
team showed an obvious camaraderie 
not present in many national teams. 

In fact, while everybody argued the 
pros and cons of the 'A' team's 
existence, the players didn't care less. 

To many it was a chance to show off 
their talents and maybe graduate to 
the senior team at the end of it all. 

In that respect the experiment did 
have its plus side .Without this 
summer's 'A' team concept, the likes 
of batsman Greg Blewett and leg 
spinner Peter McIntyre would still be 
languishing in the Sheffield Shield 
competition waiting for a batsman or 
a bowler to suffer an injury or a slump in 
form to alter the course of their 
careers. Instead they now find 
themselves in the Australian Test 
team with a great chance to make it for 
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PERSPECT IVE 


ihc lour of ihe West Indies in March 
The 'A' learn coruepi does provide a 


Mathtw Hayjltn wat going through a bad 
patch baforo tbo World Soriot. Nowovor 
playing for tha Auttralian A toam ho aahragod 
his roputation with soma improssivo batting 


healthy competition for a place in the 
first eleven. For instance, it used to be 
said that it was harder to get out of the 
Australian cricket team, than to get 
into it. And certainly once established, 
many players are rightfully carried 


through some slumps and rough 
patches. But this summer in Australia 
even the recognised cricketers have 
been reminded that there is no place 
for complacency and that waiting on 
the sidelines was literally an entirely 
different lot who were determined to 
make it to the top. That is indeed 
healthy lor everyone. 

In terms of finance and pul]Jic 
interesi,the 'A' team concept probably 
saved the one day summer. Though 
there is little doubt that the ACB's 
decision makers were secretly hoping 
that England would squeak past the 
Australia 'A' team and provide a 
final—^which was not only credible 
between two national teams, but 
between the most traditional of foes. 
And even though there was much 
interest, and incredible support for the 
'A' team, there can^ie no doubt that 
nothing can take the place of two 
international teams facing each other. 

Surprisingly, there was an 
overwhelming majority who actually 
wanted their national team beaten. 
Every Australian had to make a 
choice; either to support the Aussies 
or support Australian 'A'. Families 
were split; neighbourhoods divided, 
making everything more interesting. 

But all in all the bottom line is that 
the 'A' team as the fourth team in a 
competition is perhaps one of the few 
innovations initiated by the Aussies 
that has aaually backfired. The 
concept of the 'A' team is definitely 
positive but not if they are made to 
compete against the national team of 
their own or any other country. 

In recognition of this mistake, 
though the ACB is officially and 
publicly keeping an open mindL the 
'A' team format will in all probability 
be dumped or at least put on hold 
graciously until maybe there is a 
similar need to resurrect it. 

Even Leander Paes was bored 
watching an all-Australian final at the 
MCG which is adjacent to Flinders 
Park, venue of the Australian Open 
Tennis Championships. And Pete 
Sampras went one step further; he 
almost fell asleep while watching • 
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P E k s o N A L I T Y 


PROFESSIONAL SPORTf 



A close friend of 
Ayrton Senna, 
GERHARD BERGER, 
the Austrian racing 
driver has become a 
passionate advocate 
for more safety stan¬ 
dards in racing 



MAN 

WITHA 
MISSION 

G erhard BERGER 

remembers that horrific 
time in 1989 when, on the 
Tamburello curve at the 
Imola Grand Prix, he lost control of his 
car and headed for the wall. The 
whole world watched with bated 
breath and everyone thought that he 
would not survive the crash. He 
survived. On the other hand, in a 
tragic irony, when Senna headed 
towards the wall in the same 
Tamburello curve, the whole world 
expeaed him to survive. But he didn't. 

"That's life," Gerhard Berger said 
with a sad shake of his head. But now, 
because of the stunning impaa of 
Senna's death, this laid back praaical 
joker and lover of the good life, a man 
who always had a beautiful girl 
wrapped around him, suddenly 
decided to get serious. And how 
serious he got was clear from the fact 
that he became the chairman of the 
recently formed Grand Prix Drivers 
Association (GPDA). The Austrian is 
also an important member of the 
Advisory Expert Group, set up by 
motor racing's governing body, the 
FIA, to tackle safety problems. 

"Imola woke us up from a deep 
sleep," he said, dressed casually in a 
red polo neck sweater and brown 
gaberdine trousers, '^it was upsetting 
because Senna's accident could and 
should have been avoided. There have 
been quite a few accidents at the 
Tamburello corner and if we had all 
been a bit more aware of safety, then 


ACTION PLUS 
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steps could have been taken to avoid well by conung third in the Drivers' 

that kind of crash We were all Championships And he ended a long 

responsible for that drought by winding the German 

“Now, we want to ensure that Grand Pnx at Hockenheim It was a 

conditions are changed at the other great moment for him 

arcuits and also with the cars, to make “Although," he said, “there's a big 

things as safe as possible One of the difference between winnmg one or 

biggest steps m safety is the two races and winning the 

development of the air bags, but we championship I need to be consistent 
need two to three years before It will and that too will come 'But he 

be ready to use Our biggest problem is complains that although Formula 
consistency " One racmg has increased in 

Gerhard Berger is one of the most populanty, "there is also an additional 
experienced drivers in Formula One increase in pressue as the commercial 

raang He has been among the top interests have grown There is less 

dnvers in the world for the past ten room for the human element in 

years Last year, he did remarkably raang " 


Berger came third in the Drivers' 
Championships last year hut hopes lo top 
that this year But Schumacher and Hill are 
potent threats 


"OneoflbeMogest 

stops bitaMy is Hit 

dsvsiOpnMHitofthsali 

bsfs^btttwoneedtMAr 

tsftrssyeaitlMiloreit 

wiilberssilyto 

iise/t^erhsrd Berpsr 



And when I asked him about the 
way the World Championships ended 
in an anti-climax last December in 
Adelaide, Berger surprised me by 
giving a contrary view Schumacher 
had three clear strategies for winning 
the title The first was to lead and win 


the race The second to lead and make 
sure that Hill couldn't overtake him 
and the third was to make sure that if 
he had a problem, then Hill had a 
problem, too Hill's strategy was to 
beat Schumacher, to push him to 
make a mistake, or to ensure that 


Schumacher didn't get a chance to put 
into aaion his third strategy 


Menibaff of tha Sflitly CoNiiiilisloii: (from 
Ml): Qoflwrd Boram, Fillipoldi and 
Michaol Sclmiiiaimir. All drhrliioiDr a 








P E R S O N A t I T Y 


"When Hill forced Schumacher to 
make a mistake; he was the winner, 
but a second later, he wasn't the best 
guy as he got into Schumacher's way 
and was taken out of the race. It's 
frustrating, but it's part of racing." 

I asked him about memories of 
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Senna« the most funny one, since he 
has such a reputation of playing 
practical Jokes. Berger smiled and said, 
"Once we were flying by helicopter 


Qtflial, friendly, and a Miat man. Berger 
turned serious about advocatiBg racing 
salMy after Senna's death 

and Senna was showing me his new 
briefcase. It had gold clips in it and cost 
£ 1000.1 just lifted up the briefcase and 
threw it out of the helicopter. You 
should have seen his face after that." 

Berger started laughing and then 
after a while he paused and said, 

"Great guy. He taught me about 
racing but I taught him how to laugh." 

I asked him about the rumour that 
he had planned to quit after Senna's 
death. 

His face turned sombre, the big eyes 
holding me with a still, steady stare, 
and then he said, looking out of the 
hotel window in Adelaide, "It was a 
rumour that was never true. I just 
didn't want to talk to journalists. I had 
50 on the phone every day after the 
accident." 

Berger stood up and shook my 
hands, "I am going to give my best 
shot for 1995. Butiwillalso make sure 
that the safety standards are improved 
dramatically, because 1 also want to 
survive the end of another season." 

But sadly for Berger, it will be a season 
when he will be lonely and friendless A 
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Exit 

Martina 

T he exit of Martina 

Navratilova fiom the tennis 
world can simply be described in 
a single sentence 'Without her, 
women's tennis will never be the 
same again ' And you have, in 
fact very rightly given her the 
title A Woman Of Substance 
(SportsworH 14th December, 
94) 

ARTAMISHRA 

Cuttack 


Oh Martina 

I WOULD like to thank Robin 
Chatterjee for his wonderful 
feature on the great Martina 
Navratilova {Sportsworld, 14th 
December, '94) But the most 
favounte column that 1 like is the 
Tennis Index I also enjoyed the 
Best and Worst of Tennis', m 
your year-end issue 
CHAITANYA 
Andhra Pradesh 



CARTOON BY ARTHUR CAROOZO 


Captain A2har 

OllCGKATlIlATIONS to 
Sut AailiwcatbMn IcvfieooniJng 
titelbRX iDtSan capudbn to wia i<]f 

UNSM as bc^ wtun 
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The Finest Pair 


\ou can’t help but admire a fine pair It always takes two of a kind to make a pair 
Luxor’s PILO1 Hi-Tecpoint OS* & V5* make a fine pair of elegant reliable pens for international quality 
writing finesse 1 hey sure can make your thoughts come alive 



1 me Writing width of 0 ^ mm for super smooth writing and uniform ink flow 
Non stop writing for over 1 SOO metres in sh i«1es of Black Blue Red ind (»rccn 

Over 750 million Pilot Hi-Tecpoint pens sold worldwide 

poP exiiTa fine wpi+ing 



Luxort. 


onaATiNQ iMrnittii 


UIXM MN CO MJUMCITHiO OmCI i 3631 Firit Floor Qutob Hood Now Dolhi 110055 Tal 75148B5 7525156 Fqk 011 7532746 
HCMBOmCTl 229 OkhloInduitnol&Hito FhoMlH NowDalhi 110020 1al 6833372 630793 6635607 6B49617 Fan 011 6847602 6844469 

* Regd trademark of Pilot ( orporation Japan 
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ITALY. July8. 1990. "Ihave 
thoroughly enjoyed the last twenty 
years. But now is the right time to 
pack up. We have some good 
goalkeepers coming through and it '5 
not fair to stop in their way." 


A FAMILIAR quote that slilJ 
seems to echo in the ears of 
every connoisseur of the 
game. It was the voice of 
one of football's most visible 
celebrities, Peter Leslie Shilton who 
had stepped down from the 
international arena after playing his 
125th game for England which 
culminated in a 2-1 defeat to Italy in 
the World Cup third-place play-off. 
Earlier on in the World Cup, Shilton 
surpassed Northern Ireland's Pat 
Jennings' world record in exactly the 
way he had planned—by not 
conceding a goal against The 
Netherlands in Italia '90, a 
tournament in which he boasted of 
being the oldest player among the 528 
others from the 24 teams that took 
part in Italia '90. 

Loved and respected by the entire 
football fraternity in England and the 
world over, Peter Shilton according to 
the Sunday Times: '"Was a 
perfectionist in everything: meals, 
clothes, hair, manner. It had all the 
100 percent." And as his mother 
proudly testified, "It was tiring 
because he expected the same 
standards from the whole family. " His 
father Les had once commented that, 
"Everything had to be just so with 
Peter. No half larks about it. Tidy, 
smart, efficient, spot-on. As for his 
boots, even the laces had to be tested 
for strength and cleaned for whiteness 
the night before the match." 

But sadly for Shilton his life seems 
to have lost that sense of direction 
which he so studiously had 
maintained. 

Today this former international 
veteran (45) goalkeeper is in the 
throes of a "self-made dilemma." He 
has degenerated into becoming 
England's most 'imperfect' man. 
Shiltoi^ psychological and financial 
probleins have not only left him 
depressed and in the dumps but also 
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TRUE 
UES! 


For years a defender of 
England's fortunes, 
former goalkeeper 
PETER LESLIE 
SHILTON has fallen a 
victim to his own greed 
and avariciousness 


placed his life at a crossroads from 
which he is too confused to make the 
right move. 

What could be more humiliating 
than the fact that Shilton who was 
serving a stint as manager of 
Plymouth Argyle was suspended on 
full pay and flatly told by his club boss 
Dan McCauley that it would be for the 
best interests of the team if he stayed 
away from the club grounds. 

The reasons put forward for this high 
profile player's sudden loss of face 
were plenty. But the more credible 
rumour among them was one that 
alleged that Shilton was involved in a 
'financial racket' and that the club 
lawyers were bent on taking stem 
measures against him. Following 
these allegations, Shilton was 
subsequently asked to appear in front 
of the club officials and given the 
choice of either repaying the debt of 
£50,000 or facing the sack. However, 
the charges didn't seem to shake 
Shilton one bit and this was in 
evidence as he casually strolled into 
the club for a brief spell, 
collected his briefcase and left. 

It wasn't always a bed of thorns for 



Shilton. In faa, Dan McCauley 
{chairman of the Plymouth Argyle) 
was so impressed with Shilton's 
personality and credentials that he 
cajoled him into takirtg up the 
managership of the club. Two months 
after his signing-in, Plymouth was 
demoted in the English League but 
Shilton's job was safe because of the 
very short stint that he hadserved. The 
'92-93 campaign, however, saw the 



dub producing its best under Shilton, 
but this 'honeymoon' ended Irather 
prematurely as the dub did not have 
the necessary luck to capitalise on their 
splendid performances. Things went 
from bad to worse and chairman 
McCauley looking for a scapegoat 
found one in Shilton by publicly 
alleging that he (Shilton) had 
indulged in "financial irregularltieii" 
On a broader spectrum, the 


chairman charged the veteran star of 
taking a series of loans at regular 
intervals some of which were yet to be 
reimbursed. The allegations were 
given a tone of authentiaty when 
Shilton wasn't even spared by his 
one-time Plymouth assistant, John 
McGovern who demanded the £7,000 
loan that was given him* a cash 
advance that Shilton did not pay by 
the spedfic date. 


Shilton's position at Plymouth had 
by now lost all its credibility For years. 

It was a known fact that his actions 
have always been more convincing 
than his words. As a keeper he was 
outstanding—a genius, but now there 
were doubts about his acumen as a 
club administrator. The cntlcs now 
came out into the open saying that 
Shilton harboured hopes of becoming 
manager of England but these claims 
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now have been discounted after the Shilton beaten ^ 6ennany*s Karl-Heinz began a couple of months back when 

English football fraternity studied the RWI# in a tami-final penalty ahooteut tQ junfjg of 

embarrassing situation that Shilton "slaked £ 1,000 at a time on horses and money to negate a bankruptcy 

hadgot himself in. How did he serve as refused to let them go to bed if he was petition filed in a London court by 

a manager given his weaknesses? "I losing heavily on the card games.'' Martin Pipe, who trained Shilton's 

had served my apprenticeship but I Some friends also revealed that they horses. Whether Martin Pipe was a 

didn't quite mean it in that way. You had to often throw away winning good friend of Shilton's or not is not 

never finish learning in this game," hands in order to relieve—and the issue but Pipe's allegations 

said the modest Shilton. reduce—^Shilton from further debts. highlight the fact that there was no 

It is ironical that the man who was He always went for broke, which on one to befriend him in his trials, 

meticulous but at the same time shy hindsight was the wrong choice to Shilton's deputy,McGovern is a 

and unassuming now has his make. prime example. He too took up the 

reputation stripped and his future The goalkeeper, opined his close cudgels against the keeper. McGovern 

uncertain. For almost two years, associates, had a terribly bad habit of and Shilton disagreed on various 

Shilton had been having a 'verbal squandering whatever—and issues and in the present situation the 

duel' with McCauley with no end in whenever—money came his way. former thought that the time was ripe 

sight. And this has put the British After a nine-year stint with Leicester to torment the England veteran. But it 

football circles in an unenviable he switched over to other clubs for was Dan McCauley who eventually 

position. His subsequent suspension huge transfer fees—Nottingham sounded the death-knell of the 

and his contract being dishonoured Forest, Southampton and Derby celebrity footballer. Surprisingly, this 

has made him more frustrated. Who being cases in point. The amounts he was the same person who boasted of 

would believe that this was the very earned from these transfers saw him inducting Shilton into the Plymouth 

player who has for years been earning invest in real estate, which his friends fold but didn't hesitate to throw him 

huge sums of money with stupendous and well-wishers thought was paying out when the going got tough, 

performances. rich dividends. But as the days lapsed 

If Shilton is in this predicament it is the true story slowly began to unfold. Although Shilton was reputed for 

thanks to the tabloids' initiative of It was chilling, almost scary. For his high standards when he played for 

^ considerably tarnishing his image. Shilton was involved in a number of club and England he, however, could 

And thanks also to his few friends who misdemeanours with mortage not cope with the demands of 

divulged his 'secrets', like how Shilton companies. And the slide McCauley who employed him for an 
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exorbitant fee of £125,000—^which 
the Plymouth faas and a few officials 
felt was too steep. 

But did Shilton prove his worth as 
manager? It is true that he had his 
own way of handling the team, an 
approach which was different from 
former manager, David Kemp's 
strategy of play. An approach that the 
footballers at Plymouth were not 
accustomed to. The sudden change 
had its far-reaching consequences and 
the officials were livid when 
Plymouth were relegated to the 
Second Division. And to top it all, he 
"brought his own team" a decision 
that didn't serve Plymouth's purpose. 
True enough, Shilton's managerial 
capabilities came up for close scrutiny 
and the fans were outraged. 

For Dan McCauley the situation 
was progressively becoming more and 
more embarrassing as he was 
answerable to a number of relevant 
questions. To add fuel to the fire 
started by the critics McCauley 
admitted to advancing Shilton IjIs 
entire contract fee in good faith for he 
felt that the new manager had given a 


Pttor SbiltiNi with Enolith FA chairman Bart 
Millcihip altar ha mada a racord 120th 
appaaranca against Holland 

new lease of life to Plymouth. The 
trouble began when barely a couple of 
months had lapsed when Shilton 
demanded more money without 
giving any valid reason This was 
something to ponder about seriously 
and aroused McCauley's suspicions 
Why was Shilton wanting more 
cash ? It was lime to investigate And 
sure enough* the phone bills which 
were astonishingly high provided him 
with sufiicient evidence. Shilton's 
direct line was precisely used to tune 
in on racing tips. McCauley taking his 
ciue from the series of expensive calls, 
dialled two numbers that were listed 
and a voice at the other end was 
"offering racing tips " 

The increasing demands then made 
by Shilton had now fallen into place 
and forced the club management to 
take prompt action. So when Shilton 
once again requested for a further 
loan to be advanced. McCauley flatly 
refused citing that the coffers were 
empty. But Shilton didn't stop there: 
he had the temerity to propose the 


raising of the loan by "selling a 
player " Shilton's audacity drove the 
final nail into the coffin and McCauley 
had the final say: "He has to account 
for certain things he has been up to in 
the club . and there is a lot." 

What a tragic way for one of the 
world's celebrated footballers to end 
his career as a manager. On charges of 
embezzlement. For millions of fans 
the world over, Peter Shilton was the 
player who had achieved fame and 
fortune the hard way, and now he was 
in the doldrums. Worse still, 
when star players have proved 
successful entrepreneurs in their own 
right, Shilton showed the path to 
destruction. To be ambitious is 
healthy. But the adverse result of 
greed can be agonising. 

The Sunday Times concluded: "The 
man who had it all. is that, having 
failed to deal with the demands he 
made upon himself, he may end up 
with nothing." And Shilton, the man 
who defended the England goal with 
such distinction throughout his 
career, is now waiting to face the final 
penalty before the whistle blows on 
him. 
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T he most powerful natural 
law of sport is that there 
should always be a winner. 
Hence the obsession with 
counting the tenths, hundredths and 
thousandths of a second, so that 
everything can be given an order and 
a place in the hierarchy. 

One day in August 1991 in Tokyo 
there were two Russians who decided 
to confront time, the divider, with the 
strength of friendship and shared 
ability. Neither of them wanted to 
win, and neither wanted to lose. 

These two athletes were in 
competition for the title of world 
champion in the 50km walk, and they 
wanted to cross the finish line 
together, with their arms around each 
other's shoulders. But when it comes 
to athletics, equality is rather a dirty 
word. There must be a winner and a 
loser. Equal first is not an option. 

Then, at the last moment Andrei 
Perlov remembered the unfortunate 
rule that in the case of a draw the race 
must be re-run. He gently pushed 
Aleksandr Potashov towards the line. 
"Of course, everyone sees the 
symbolism of two athletes joined 
together, but on lilm it is quite clear," 
said Daniel Lamarre, an international 
judge who was present at Tokyo. 
"There was a clear winner. Perlov had 
decided to let Potashov win, and the 
CIS delegation, who were consulted 
before we announced our verdict, 
confirmed this." 

Nevertheless, Potashov received his 
gold medal amid whistles from a 
crowd outraged by the inhuman 
rigidity of the rules. And Perlov tame 
second. An also-ran. But what 
difference did it make, since he was so 
close anyway? No difference 
whatsoever, and yet, all the difference 
in the world. 

THE INVENnON OF THE 
PHOTO*FINlSH 

But where sport is concerned, it is 
through respect for this difference, 
this infinitesimal gap, that a very good 

FalM tlMli it OM ma whm •vmi pracItioD 
tiniiii9 rMOfcM Hi limft mtf (iiwat) tvan 
thi atMlM ifi pnivIM wHk thi falM tiait 
eonM iMidaili. tt is not maiiMnfy 
ts IM Hmd iMi cTMlw ■ IM d goiiMm 


competitor becomes a better one. So 
there are usually no complaints from 
the runners-up who find themselves 
among the rank and file. 

There are, however, countless 
tragic examples of nail-biting finishes, 
culminating in a place in the annals of 
sporting history for some, and swift 
relegation to eternal oblivion for the 
rest. Take, for instance, the 1978 
Route du Rhum, where Michel 
Malinovski came second to the 
Canadian Mike Birch by an 
unfortunate 98 secondsl Or sailing's 
Whitbread Trophy, where after 28 
days at sea a mere 28 seconds 
separated Merit, placed second in the 
stage between Punta del Este and 
Fremantle, from Rothmans, which 
came third after a disastrous 
spinnaker hoist. 

The finish of the 1990 
Paris-Roubaix was equally dramatic. 
Eddy Planekaert was left to chew his 
nails for several long minutes, not 
knowing the outcome. Had he beaten 
the Canadian, Steve Bauer, on the 
final sprint? The judges on the finish 
line were undecided. The 
photographs had to be developed and 
measured with a slide rule before 
Eddy's brother Walter could run up to 
Eddy with the result, showing with 
his hand the narrowness of his lead: a 
millimetre. 

After seven hours and 32 minutes 
on the road, the judges had declared 
Eddy Planekaert the winner by a 
millimetre of rubber. This inevitably 
brings to mind an event in '93. This 
time eight centimetres separated 
Gilbert Duclos-Lasalle from Ballerini. 
The difference was greater, but so was 
the mistake that caused Ballerini to 
declare, "I won't be coming back here" 
And who can blame him: the judge 
declared Ballerini the winner before 
re-examining the photograph of the 
finish that showed Gilbert 
Duclos-Lasalle to be first. 

Behind all this meticulousness, 
these infinitesimal numbers 
calculated to the tenth, the hundredth 
and the thousandth, lies a process of 
scientific alchemy which, in sport, has 
become a necessity; a process which 
began at the beginning of the century 
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with a greater understanding of light 
and came of age with the arrival of 
computers. 

How many disputed tinishes of the 
past could have been resolved with 
the aid of electronic timing or a 
photo-finish? Let's take the most 
famous case: the lOOm freestyle in the 
1956 Games in Melbourne. The 
Australian, John Devitt, had been 
declared the winner by the judges but 
second by the timekeepers, who 
preferred the American, Larson. 

Three of the judges were on one side 
and thiee were on the other. The 
releree came dt)wn in favour of 
Deviii, who was awarded the gold 
medal with a slower lime than the 
runner-up. To save face, a tenth of a 
second was added to the American's 
lime, thereby justifying the placing 
order: Isi, Devitt, 55.2 seconds; 2nd, 
Larson, 55.2 seconds (actually 55.1). 
For thirty years the Americans 
contested this order with official 
protests, but without success. 

FROMC HESTTO 
SHOULDERS 

Nevertheless, in athletics there 
have been many cases since 1932 
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where the photo-finish has proved 
invaluable. 

It was a 

photo-finish that separated the 
Americans Eddie Tolan and Ralph 
Metcalfe on the finish line of the 100m 
at the Olympic Games m Los Angeles. 
Everyone agreed that it looked as if 
Metcalfe had won, but the judges 
declared Tolan the winner after 
looking at the photo-finish picture. As 
the rules stood, the race ended when 
the whole ol the athlete's torso was 
over the finish line. Metcalfe, being 
the stronger of the two, has lost the 
race by throwing his chest out. 

In fact, the rules were changed after 
this incident, to make the shoulders 
the deciding factor. Once more in the 
1960 Games in Rome, photo-finish 
pictures established the truth when 
the American Otis Davis and the 
German Karl Kaufman broke the 45 
second barrier for the first lime in the 
400m. Kaufman stumbled on the 
finish line and fell onto the tape with 
his mouth; it looked as if he was the 
winner, but on examination of the 
negative, Otis Davis was given the 
gold. 

The camera again proved its worth 


at the Montreal Games in the 100m 
hurdles when Casanas had his foot 
over the line first, but Guy Drut was 
declared the winner by three 
hundredths of a second because of the 
curve of his back. 

Of couse, all the perfections of 
photo-finish technology and 
electronic timing cannot make up for 
bad luck and tragic mistakes. One of 
the most painful and striking 
examples had a happy ending, which 
perhaps goes to show that there is 
justice in science. The French hurdler 
Michele Chardonnet was originally 
placed third in the finals of the 100m 
hurdles at the Los Angeles Olympic 
Games. She was subsequently 
downgraded to fourth place behind 
Turner, the American. After 
numerous complaints, examinations 
and re-examinations of the 
photo-finish pictures she was 
exceptionally placed equal third. 

This was the first time a decision 
had been reversed, and it had its effea 
on Michele. "It was a nightmare, and 
it still feels like a millstone round my 
neck. I don't really like to talk about 
it," she said. "They took me to the 
podium, where I waited in my chair, 
feeling very happy. I could see all the 
French people in the stand, and then I 
was just left there. Nobody has the 
right to leave someone like that, 
without any explanations.” 

Who or what was to blame? The 
problem lay more with the 
international judges' 
misinterpretation of the scientific data 
than with the electronics. On both 
the photos (one taken from inside the 
track and one from the outside) the 
shoulders of one of the two rivals were 
hidden... 

CHECKING OUT THE START 

Nevertheless, it is precisely in the 
area of false starts that the precision of 
timing reaches one of its limits. What 
is the point of 

thousandth-of-a-second accuracy at 
the finish line when the start remains 
prone to imprecision? 

In the 1991 World Athletics 
Championships in Tokyo the starter of 
the 100m race, who was not wearing 
the false start control headset (this, 









colorsport 



idiotically, is permitted by the rules), 
did not recall Dennis Mitchell after an 
obviously false start, and Carl Lewis 
went on to set a new world record. 
"For a long time people have kept 
quiet about the stan. No one wanted 
to touch it. State-of-the-art finish line 
techniques were already being used in 
Mexico, but it's only now that people 
are beginning to look at the start," 
comments Jean-Pierre Bovay. 

Thousandth-of-a-second accuracy 
also looks rather futile in view of the 
over-generous tolerance margins in 
track length. What purpose does it 
serve, when the tracks are not 
standard and the swimming pools are 
not square? This is why in athletics, 
times are measured to the 100th of a 
second only up to 10,000m. Above 
this distance the margin of error 
becomes too great: over a 100m race it 
is 4cm, then around 3cm for each 
successive lap. Over the 25 laps of a 
10,000m race this would give 
75-80cm, or almost 8 hundredths of a 
second difference is considered to be 
roughly equal to 10cm on the track. 

The same applies in swimming: in 
the Olympic Games in Munich the 
error margins in the pool varied 
between 0 and 3cm because, the walls 
not being parallel, the lanes were of 
different lengthsl Ironically, the 
margin for error becomes larger as 
measuring capabilities become more 
and more precise! And what happens 
if the elearonic touch-sensitive 
panels fail? A video system called High 
Speed, with a camera above the water 
level, will give a time to the hundredth 
of a second, but is not as reliable as a 
timer. 

Touch panel time or camera time, it 
doesn't make much difference. 

It would be better all round if 
people were in less of a hurry to 
announce the placings. Instead of 
raising hopes, a photograph of the 
finish should be examined 
immediately. "I still think it's 
scandalous that this kind of thing 
should happen at the Olympic 
Games," declared Jean-Merre Bovay 
in Barcelona. 

THE COMING OF 'THE CHIP 

So the research continues. Perhaps 


one day microscopic electronic chips 
attached to athletes' bodies will 
perform the task of timing and 
identification perfectly. The athlete 
will be the bearer of his time, if not its 
master. 

Unfortunately, in spile of the 
research being carried out by the 
biggest companies, reliability is still 
hard to come by. The technology still 
relies on radio transmission, on 
communication between a chip and a 
receiver which could be broken or 
disturbed at any moment by 
interference, and result in lost 
information. 

"This chip will store the time and 
transmit it to the track, several 
seconds, minutes, even hours later in 
the case of a marathon," explains Jean 
Pierre Bovay. "The concept of real 
time is lost, and this is important in 
sport, since anything that isn't real 
time can be called into question. And 
where will we put this chip? On the 
hand?On the body? On the back? One 
centimetre is a thousandth of a 
second..." he points out. 

Will athletes become Robocops, 
recording thousandths of seconds? Is 
that really what sport is about? And 
why should we want this level of 


Touch paiioli (thi block drip bohiiNl tho 
•wfmuior) oro olodronic touch oouoltivo 
pouoli which will ghro a tiiniiio roliohio to tho 
nundrodhofotocond 

timing accuracy, when doping has 
distorted records and reference points? 

Some people believe that doing 
away with timing will also prevent 
bad feeling in the stadium. "Ever since 
the stopwatch was invented, there has 
been an ongoing battle with those 
opposed to automatic timing for 
supposedly humanitarian reasons," 
comments Jean-Pierre Bovay."They 
believe it is automating progress and 
dehumanizing sport. They want to 
keep ranking a friendly, informal 
affair. 1, on the other hand, believe 
that the more timing is precise and 
automatic, the more it is fair and 
ultimately human." 

No, we cannot go back to the old 
days when placings were judged by 
the human eye. There's too much 
money and too much politics at stake. 
And it's too late. Then there's that 
second place to consider. You could 
get rid of the stopwatch, but you'd still 
have to declare a winner. 

FRANCOISEINIZAN 

COURTESY OLYMPIC REVIEW 
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PERSONALITY 


South Africa has 
a new cricket 
captain. His 
nameisHansie 
Cronje. Worried 
about his 
capabilities? Rest 
easy, his 
credentials are 
perfect. 
STEPHANIE 
SWEENEY 
profiles the 
talented 
young star 

•• 

Will tht pretsum off captaincy 
ffinally waigh down on Cronfo's 
porformanca? Only timo can toll 


PATRICK EACiAR 



THE 
SPECIAUST! 
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W HEN SOUTH AFRICA 
was banned from 
participating in any 
international sporting 
events in 1970, the then year<old 
Hansie Cronje could not have possibly 
fathomed the magnitude of the 
political turmoil that was tearing his 
country apart. Neither could he have 
foreseen that 21 years later, when 
South Africa made its much 
celebrated re-entry into the 
international cricketing arena, he 
would be there as part of the 18-man 
squad which made that historic tour 
of India in the winter of 1991. Nor 
could he have predicted that a bare 
three years and a couple of Test 
innings later, he would become (at 
24) only the second youngest man in 
South Africa's cricketing history to 
captain the national side. 

Exposure to the game came to 
Cronje rather early, being born into 
one of the more illustrious and 
renowned cricketing families of South 
Africa. Both his father Ewie and elder 
brother Frans played first-class 
cricket, the elder Cronje having 
captained Orange Free State (OFS) 
from 1964-69. Hansie Cronje himself 
can claim to have captained OFS and 
even led them to a South African 
double in the 1994 domestic season, 
adding the Benson & Hedges Night 
Series Trophy to the Castle Cup 
(formerly Currie Cup) title they had 
acquired earlier. 

He never did get to play a single 
match during the tour of India in 
1991, eventually making his 
international debut against Australia 
at Sydney in a one-day international 
during the 1992 World Cup. 

However, his Test debut against the 
West Indies at Bridgetown came soon 
and in the same year. Cronje quickly 
established himself as an economic 
bowler and prolific batsman, 
centuries becoming a distinctive 
characteristic of bis batting. A lot of 
attention was thus focussed on his 
inspiring performances, and the 
subsequent expectation of the 
emergence of yet another great 
all-rounder soon started surging nigh. 
Even erstwhile cricketing great, Sunil 


Gavaskar has nothing but praise and 
admiration for this young man, who is 
mature far beyond his years. And 
Gavaskar endorses that, "Hansie 
Cronje has developed most 
impressively, both as a batsman and 
bowler, and has the Botham-like 
knack of getting wickets even with 
loose deliveries. He is a solid, watchful 
batsman with a sound technique." 

Hansie on the other hand doesn't 
consider himself to be much of an 
all-rounder saying: "To be an 
all-rounder. I've got to regularly bowl 
in Test cricket. At the moment. I'm 
largely a one-day bowler." And he 
likes to think of himself as a 
middle-order batsman "happy just 
concentrating on batting " 

Over and above all, however, 
maturity is the hallmark ot Cronje's 
character, and he proved this in his 
first experience as captain, albeit a 


temporary one. Being forced to take 
over from an injured Kepler Wessels 
half way through their tour of 
Australia he impressed by taking on a 
considerably daunting task. Under 
immense pressure, he pulled off a 
stunning—and historic—viaory 
during the Sydney Test last year, 
stopping an incredulous Aussie side 
short at 111 runs, which in the final 
analysis was five runs away from 
victory. 

Of course, Cronje's batting did 
suffer but as soon as Wessels was back 
at the helm, his dependable 
vice-captain got back his form, scoring 
the highest runs for his side in the first 
four consecutive one-dayers against 
the Aussies. And all the while he was 
leading the team he modestly 
proclaimed that he considered himself 
to be "aaing skipper only, nothing 
more," endorsing his total faith in 


1 HANSIE CRONJE STATISTICAL HIGHLIGHTS 1 


In Test Cricket: At A Glance 
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RAJIBOE 



Wessels* as his captain. Cronje's loss of could benefit the team more if he 
concentration under pressure of being wasn't captain>-a job which as he 
captain, and subsequent loss of form testified he's "not quite ready for." 
made him realise that perhaps he was But our protagonist's maturity far 

not quite ready for elevation to full exceeds his age. It is a mental 

time captaincy—believing that he framework which gave him the 


Namit Ckwia aiid Briaa MclIiillMi in a li^ 
aiaod. Caaaauniealina wMi tha lalali^ 

Mia — <■ •lila •hiUiM H— — 

wwlMW ^^aiaWeiW VMWVaV WW 

probfamsfortha nawcaplaia 

strength to funaion under extreme 
pressure with adequate panache; all 
this adding up to make him the 
obvious choice for Top Gun once his 
boss Wessels decided to retire from the 
game. Taking his point of view into 
consideration, the seleaors yet 
advised him that he would do well to 
mentally prepare himself for his 
eventual elevation to skipper, an 
honour that became his permanently 
when New Zealand toured South 
Africa late last year. 

The perception that Cronje is a 
more dynamic captain than Wessels is 
yet unfounded, it being more a case of 
different personalities doing things 
their own way. But he is defimtely 
much younger than Kepler Wessels 
and will be able to relate better to the 
relatively young South Afncan side, a 
fact which the selectors must have 
had in mind when they slated him to 
be the next captain. 

That Cronje is also an ardent 
devotee of the game is no secret and 
for him "cricketing is a fantastic way 
of life." And though expectations are 
high: "One day you could be a 
national hero, but the very next, a 
villain.... Your head is forever on the 
block," he is determined to return the 
confidence and faith invested in him 
to the best of his capabilities. 

What more could be expected from 
a man who as a young boy made a 
solenm promise to his school teacher, 
a promise which he never forgot and 
fulfilled only years later. "If I ever play 
for South Africa and get the chance to 
play at Lord's, then you will be there... 
I promise you." 

And Cronje kept his promise. 

On the 21st day of July, Johan 
Volsteedt, Cronje's school teacher 
found himself at Lord's, watching 
Cronje, and a couple of his other 
proteges namely Kepler Wessels and 
Allan Donald, make their way into the 
annals of history on the opening day 
of the first Test against England. 

Hansie Cronje is a man who keeps 
his word—and that is all his country 
could ask for. A man they can depend 
upon to deliver. • 
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Cartoonist ARTHUR CARDOZO 
casts a bemused look on the 
Australian Open 













SPECIAL 


FEATURE 


LIFE ON THE S' 


ORIS BECKFR is a family man now and 
doesn't like being lonely on tour. That's why 
he booked eight hotel rooms when he turned 
up to play at Melbourne to accommodate his 
entourage. Apart from Becker, his wife Barbara and 
their baby Noah, the parly also included a nanny (tor 
Noah), a coach (for Boris), a physio, a training partner, 
a fitness guru, and a racket stringer, with a machine, 
which he sets up in his room. The tournament stringers 
deemed acceptable by the other players, is apparently 
not up to par for Boris. All this just to be knocked out m 
the very first round of the Australian Open 

Gabriela Sabatini, for her part, kept her mind off 
tennis by plunging into a public relations binge, 
promoting her new biography, My 5/ory and a new 
Gaby 'doll' which sells at $ 1 500. After her first round 
defeat at this year's first Grand Slam, she ironically 
launched a cheaper ($200) version of the Gaby doll. 

The Argentine beauty has launched more perfumes 
(three) than she has won tennis tournaments (two) in 
the last few years Yes, the things professional tennis 
players do to take their minds off from the pressures of 
tournament play! 

Becker apart from ensuring that he is never short of 
company, plays cards late into the night. Pete Sampras 
usually confines himself to his hotel room and a regime 
of matches, practise, television and cable movies. And 
an odd round of golf at which he is better than he claims 
to be. 

During the recent Open, Sampras claimed he had 
banged up a half dozen courtesy cars provided to him 
by the tournament's sponsors Ford, while driving to 
play golf. "You guys dnve on the wrong side of the 
street out here," he told the crowd while accepting the 
$240,000 runner-up cheque from the President of Ford 

Sampras also once hopped across to the Melbourne 
Cricket Ground to see an England-Australia one-day 
international but the cricket acted more like a sedative 
for the number one tennis player, "I almost fell asleep 
watching it," he said. 

Andre Agassi doesn't roam around too much during 
a tournament. "I see the airport, I see the hotel I'm 
staying in, and I see the courts. That's enough." He 
often tells local journalists who enquire about what 
sightseeing he has done. 

Players don't really get too much time to see the 
places they play in. The Andrei Medvedevs and 

Boris Bockor. when ho wont to tbo Austrolian Opon. ho boakod 
oi ikl WM to accommodato his ontouraoa. Nowadays whan a 
pit yorioas on toor. his family also accompanios him 
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ELINES! 


ANDY O'BRIEN talkg^ 
about how players 
cope with the intense 
pressure of the Tour 


PHOTOGRAPHS PROFESSIONAL SPOR1 




Jeremy Batts With hit wilt Rutb and tlMir baby Joshua Lika 
Backer, his wife and kid travel with him whan ha is on tour 
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Kafelnikovs are regular at the discos; the Swedes 
sample the food at local restaurants; Steffi Graf may 
indulge in some photography or attend a rock concert 
that is visiting town; but not many are into sightseeing. 

No wonder, Martina Navratilova when asked what 
she would do now that she isn't playing tennis, replied, 
"Go back to all those places I played in and see them." 
One of the few players who is regularly seen on the 
streets is Natalia Zvereva who, as a seeded player, is 
entitled to a courtesy car but always requests for a 
Harley Davidson motorcycle for which she shares a 
fetish with Gaby Sabatini. 

Michael Chang's distractions are far more sober: 
fishing, Bible-reading and eating Chinese food, which 
his mother cooks, when she is on tour with him. They 
say that it is the cultural difference that shows. There is 
this incredible—but true—story narrated by Pete 
Sampras, Jim Courier and David Wheaton, who as 
juniors were standing alongside their teammate 


"For Annette and me, having Emilie 
travel with us is an advantage 
because I want to see my daughter 
grow up. It has meant a change in my 
tennis life because now when I finish 
working, I go backhand see the 
family. It's a different environment. 
There are always things to do and I 
enjoy it,"—Stefan Edberg 


Michael Chang. They couldn't believe their eyes when 
Michael's mother, Betty reached inside her son's shorts 
to see if his underpants were wet. 

"For Annette and me," says Stefan Edberg, "having 
Emllie (now 1^ years old) travel with us is an 
advantage because 1 want to see my daughter grow up. 
It has meant a change in my tennis life because now, 

when I finish working, I go back.and see the family. 

It's a different environment. There are always things to 
do and I enjoy it." 

Ivan Lendl who was the best-known dad on the tour 
till his recent retirement used to travel with his four 
daughters which includes a set of twins. "It was nice to 
have them there with me; because I never brought my 
tennis back off the coun. The kids don't understand 
what you are doing or why you would be upset or why 
you would be happy. They think you are home and are 
there for them, and that is the way you should keep it." 

Of course, the 'extra baggage' also has its problems, 
which includes extra luggage and tickets because many 
players travel with nannies for their kids. Petr Korda 

Amiilla Edbara aceompaniM bar husband wHh fbair ona and a baN 
yaar aid baby Milia. Edbarg says that ba wantata saa bit daughtar 
growing up 
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Mike Tyton'i ex-wiffe Robin Giveni is a close friend of Zina 
Garrison-Jackeon and she travels to tournaments to give her friend 
cemoany and moral support Picture shows Givens courtside at 
WimDledon last year 

always travels with his two year old daughter but 
feels the need to take an t xtra room at the hotel in order 
to sleep properly 

There are times when you need a rest exclaims 
Lendl who also took rooms for the kids and the nanny 
You need time for yourself and you also must spend 
rme with the family, so you have to compromise It was 
tough for me and Samantha and it was hard for her to 
take care of the kids all the time But I wouldn t have 
traded it in for anything 
Edberg warns the increasing number of tennis 


families that it is a big sacrifice travelling together 
You are more responsible and can't be as selfish as 
before But he argues that it s a great distracuon from 
the pressures of the Tour The Edbergs do not travel 
with a nanny, and while Annette handles all the 
necessities with Emilie Stefan is quick to point out that 
he doesn t run off to a practice session when it is feeding 
time or time for that less pleasant choice of, well, you 
knew what* 

But the Super Swede has no regrets saying, "The 
smallest things make them happy and they make you 
think differently it's better than I thought it would 
be You get so much pleasure that it's worth it " 

Boris Becker too thinks Its worth it The 
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one-time 'wunderkind even sacrificed playing the 
Australian Open the same lime last year so that he 
could be beside wife Barbara for the birth of their son 
Noah, which he claims has changed his perspeaive to 
life and tennis 

'The first time I played after Noah was bom was 
against Jeremy Bates who had just become a father 
too/' says Becker "We talked more about being fathers 
than about tennis 1 could talk a long time about being a 
father I'm calmer now, on and off the 
court Tennis is no longer the most imporiant thing for 
me " Well, so far so good for the tennis players because 
there haven't been too many horror households or 


dysfunaional families to distract them 
But perhaps Aussie doubles veteran John Fitzgerald 
has the best solution for having his family with him on 
tour and not having to worry about baby sitting or 
cleaning up He gets his doubles partner Darren Cahill 
to do the j ob"* And Fitzy puts it ' not too well, but 
he's cheap ' All Fitzy has to do is to play with partner 
Cahill in return for the service 
I tell you the things professional tennis players do to 
get their minds off I # 
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SPOTLIGHT 


j 


W HAT can you say about a 

21 -year-old lad who has more 
tennis talent in one of his little 
fingers than most human 
beings have in both their hands put together'^ 
Who feels it is as important to be a 'good 
human being' as it is to be a good tennis 
player^ That he is a specimen of a supreme 
athlete with the chciiibic visage ol an altarboy 
and the gentle politeness of a well trained 
puppy"^ Thai it was said he had the potential of 
becoming one of the best tennis players in the 
world^That till date he hasn't really lived up 
to those high expectations That time is 
running out for him in order to channelise his 
much touted potential and convert it into 
success'^ 

Some years ago, when Leander Paes 
appeared like a light at the end of the 
proverbial tunnel ot Indian tennis with wins 
in the Wimbledon and US Openjuniorsand a 
runner-up spot in the Aust 'alian Open 
juniors, tennis gurus like Gene Mayer and 
Tirn Gullickson—who now coaches Pete 
Sampras—^hailed him as a future lop tenner 
It's been almost four years since those 
predictions were attempted, and at the age of 
21 and ranked 137, many would feel that time 
IS running out for India's brightest tennis 
hope since the Amriirajs and the Krishnans 
It IS not for us here to comment on the 
technical drawbacks ol Paes' game, but one 
thing IS certain, they are minuses which are 
holding him back from iullilling his obvious 
potential Rather, it is for us to make him 
realise where he stands in his career today and 
thereby encourage him to work harder 
towards what he can achieve 
Of course, there will be many who may 
accuse us of a reaction by arguing that 
1 eander still has age—a vital 
requirement—on his side But hold on here a 
minute on July 17, this year Leander will 
celebrate his 22nd birthday 
Granted that teenage prodigies like Boris 



Kabhi Haan, 
Kabhi Na 


Leander Paes is fast 
approaching the 
crossroads of his tennis 
career. Witt he be able 
to make that all 
important graduation 
to the big league? 




Becker and Michael Chang are the And most of the younger players at the first PatriadefianMlWhatlMr 

multi-ulented freaks of the tennis world. But Grand Slam of this year showed that age was 0art*c3f«tIrtiSiar h# it 

if you perchance studied the men's singles no bamer for them to challenge the top hui tappwliai Mia wiwa 

draw of the Australian Open this year, you players Even the 18-year-old wild card local MlaaiiNBaiww 

would find that there were as many as 27 entry Mark Philhppousis proved that you are 

players who were either Leander's age or never too young to challenge His four set 

younger than him. By no stretch of match against Stefan Edberg shocked the 

imagination are aU these players Swede into saying that, "The power had 

multi-talented freaks, even though 14 of the increased in the game even when compared 

27 had a higher world ranking than our Davis to when he made his entry into the pro 

Cup hero, who got his first direct entry Into a circuit." 

senior grand slam tournament. Or take the case of Yevgeny Kafelnikov, the 
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Right from Hit start 
Loandor Pass* gania has 
hoan promising, but on tho 
intomationai circuit tha 
hurdan to daihror has baan 
too much 


20-year-old from Russia who is known to be a 
very laid back sort of bloke who doesn't really 
take his tennis too seriously. Yet he was good 
enough to set up a quarter -final clash with 
Agassi at the Australian Open. His rise has 
come about in the space of a calendar year. 
Tennis records will refer to 1994 as the 
landmark year for the man whose powerful 
shots have earned him the nickname of 
"Kalashnikov." It was also in 1994 that he 
shot up from 106 to 11 on the ATP rankings. 
In 1993 he was still playing in the juniors and 
had a senior ranking in the 400's. It was at the 
1994 Australian Open where Kafelnikov says 
he started his run to stardom and it all started 
on the centre court at Melbourne. The 
Russian automatically catapulted to fame 
when he had world No. 1 Pete Sampras on the 
ropes, but couldn't deliver the knockout 


punch and Sampras went on to win the 
tournament. But as if to prove that it wasn't a 
one-off thing, Kafelnikov won his first tour 
singles title beating players of the calibre of 
Richard Krajicek, Michael Stich and Goran 
Ivanisevic and helped Russia reach its first 
Davis Cup final. 

This is precisely what Leander should plan 
and work to do in 1995 and he ought to take a 
leaf out of Kafelnikov's book in ordeMo know 
what it takes to upstage the big guns. It was 
unfortunate that the luck of the draw pitted 
Leander against Kafelnikov's good buddy and 
World No. 15 Andrei Medvedev in the first 
round of his first direa entry grand slam. It 
also ought to be noted that Medvedev, who 
went on to lose in the quarter-finals to 
Michael Chang, is actually 10 months 
younger than Leander. 

And keep in mind that Marcos Ondruska, 
who played that close five-set fourth round 
match against Patrick Rafter, was the man 
Leander beat to win the Wimbledon junior 
boys CTOwn way back in 1990. Ondruska has 
since been ranked as high as 35 at his best. If 
only Leander could consistently raise his 
game to the level he does in Davis Cup, he 
would not be struggling today to break into 
the top 100. 

"I think this is just the beginning", he 
claimed, adding that, "After playing 
Medvedev in my first Grand Slam as it were, I 
have learnt that every match is the same. I 
have to play to my capabilities whether I'm 
playing a satellite in Kuala Lumpur, a Davis 
Cup in Jaipur or a grand slam in Melbourne," 
he said before he left Flinders Park where he 
and his South African partner Kevin Uliyett 
made the quarter finals losing eventually to 
the world's top doubles combination of Paul 
Haarhuis and Jacco Eltingh. 

"I had a good year last year improving my 
ranking, but I'll just have to keep working 
hard both during matches and during 
practice," he added as an afterthought. 

But what of the future Leander? You're 21 
now and just making it to the draws directly. 

"I just have to keep working and do my 
best." 

Perhaps people in India mature later than 
other folks around the world? 

But Leander is careful in answering these 
questions about his future. Maybe the best 
way to answer these questions, Leander, is by 
letting your racquet to the talking. 

We are with you, matel 


Andy O'Brien, Melbourne 
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NO THANDA 


DOWN UNDER' 

It's a hot summer in Australia with plenty of sporting activity. 
ANDY O’BRIEN flies his Aussie Diary 


ARTHUR CARDOZO 



W E can understand 
what David Boon, 
Mark Taylor and Steve 
Waugh were doing at 
Flinders Park the other day. It was 
their day off and they had come to see 
the tennis. We can also easily explain 
why champion Aussie leg>spinner„ 
Shane Wamc.was roaring around in 
the area of the players dressing room 
at Flinders Park. He is an Andre Agassi 
fan and was keen on meeting his 
tennis hero. When they did meet, 
Wame did try and explain his trade to 
the Las Vegas tennis showman, but 
with not too much success, because to 
Agassi, a 'googly' could well be an 
aboriginal cocktail. 

But how can we explain those three 
English cricketers roaming around the 
food and drinks stalls around Centre 
Court. England players,—of course, 
an English cricket team is in Australia 
for the Ashes series,—aren't they? 

But hold on, neither of these three are 
in the squad. So what then were Alan 
Lamb, Robin Smith and Gladstone 
Small doing in Melbourne? Surely 
they weren't such avid tennis fans 
that they would travel halfway across 
the world to witness some grand slam 
action. 

No, they were here as part of an 
"England legends" team who have 
come to Australia to celebrate the 
origin of the Ashes at the place where 
they were created. 

That may sound a bit confusing to 
those cricket fans that the term "the 
Ashes" were first used in an 
advertisement in a London 
newspaper after England suffered an 
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inglorious defeat in 1882 It appeared 
in the death notices column, citing 
August 29, 1882 as the day English 
cricket died The ad also declared that 
"the body will be cremated and The 
Ashes taken back to Australia " 

While that is true, it wasn't until 
England actually went on the 1882 
tour to Australia that the actual 
"Ashes", as in the urn, came into 
being The story goes that when 
England captain Ivo Bligh read the 
advertisement, he swore, even before 
his team set sail for Australia, that he 
would "bring back the Ashes " 

The England cricketers on that 1882 
tour played a social match on 
Christmas Eve against an Australian 
side that included men who worked 
on the Rupertswood property in the 
north west of Melbourne owned by 
Sir William Clarke, Australia's first 
Baron After the match. Sir William's 
wife lady Janet burnt a bail and 
presented its Ashes in an urn to Ivo 
Bligh The whole episode was nothing 
more than a joke, keeping in mind the 
newspaper ad that had appeared a few 
months before Bligh kept the urn 
until his death in 1927 after which his 
wife presented the cherished urn to 
the MCC at Lord's where they are now 
held permanently 

The joke has become a far more 
serious affair ever since and the 
Rupertswood ground has now 
become the cricket ground of the 
Salesian College and it was here that 
the England versus Australia 
"Legends match' was held over the 
weekend The whole atmosphere had 
a delightful taste of the old world with 
women dressed in 19th century 
dresses 

After 113 years, the spirit of the 
Ashes returned to the place of its birth 
courtesy some big cricketing names 
The Australian side, captained by Alan 
Border included greats like Greg 
Chappell, Jeff Thompson, Keith 
Stackpole, Dean Jones, Geoff Lawson, 
Geoff Marsh and Shane Warne 

England were captained by David 
Gower and, apart from Lamb, Small 

DMiiii Gough: horo of tho England toam till 
ho waa laid low hy an iniury. Ovaroight, ha 
bacamo an advartbofi* draam, for 
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and Smith, also had Derek Randall, 
Mike Gatting, Pat Pocock, Vic Marks 
and Alec Stewart in their ranks. 

The match came about after the 
story of the Ashes' origin was 
chronicled in a recent book titled 
BeyondReasonableDoubt And for the 
record England won by one run after a 
feast of big hitting with the winners 
managing 313 for 6 off 40 overs. 

In the midst of the live television 
coverage, the souvenir stalls and an 
increasingly rowdy crowd who 
eventually ran onto the pitch at the 
end, the day ended with a 
re-enactment of the bail-burning, 
which became The Ashes. And, as was 
the case more than a century ago, the 
England captain accepted the prize. 
Unfortunately, it is David Gower,and 
not Michael Atherton,whose team 
meets Australia in the fourth Test at 
Adelaide beginning January 26th, 
who will go home to England with the 
"Ashes". 

And now a number of Australian 
cricketing greats have supported a 
campaign to have the famous Ashes 
urn dismantled at Lord's and returned 
to Australia, its original birth place. 

GOOD TIMES FOR GOUGH 

E nglish cricketing heroes are so 
few and far between these days 
that when one does come along, the 
Brits go overboard. England's hero of 
the third Test was pace bowler cum 
hard-hitting batsman Darren Gough 
(pronounced Guff), who showed 
inspirational form before a stress 
traaure in his foot forced him to 
return home early. 

Gough stepped off a plane at 
Heathrow and immediately onto 
Millionaire's Row with agents and 
managers lining up for his signature. 
Clothing firms see him as a model for 
rough, casual wear; advertisittg firms 
think him ideal for the family market 
(soap powders and other whiteners); 
his speed and power have interested 
the makers of Aston Martin cars (a la 
James Bond 007); television wants 
him for chat shows; newspapers want 
his mug shot on syndicated columns. 
Yorkshire, his county, is using his 
handsome features on 80,000 


brochures and wants an agent with 
Gough's best interests at heart. 

Meanwhile, Goiigh says he already 
has his sights set on a return to Test 
cricket against the West Indies in mid 
1995. Expected to be out of aaion till 
the end of March, Gough has received 
an assurance from England's skipper 
Mike Athenon about his Test place for 
the tour of the Caribbean. This is 
pretty optimistic since Athenon's 
own situation is pretty precarious in 


thefirst place. But Gough's 
performance—^20 wickets in the three 
Tests against Australia, including a 
Test best of 6 for 49 in the drawn Test 
in Sydney—ought to make him a sure 
shot for selection, especially 
considering the recent performances 
of many of his England teammates. 

A COCKATOO TOR WARNE 

C HAMPION leg-spinner Shane 
Wame's closest friend is also not a 
cricketer, but a famous Aussie football 


(as in Aussie rules football) idol 
named Trevor Barker, who was seen 
carrying his criej^ter friend's bag for 
him at the MCG.^^jM^^years ago, it 
was Warne helpin^BMker hadl his 
gear onto training grounds^ 

The two sportsmen—siiperstarsjn 
Australia—and Warne and his 
fiancee, Simone, who plan to marry in 

David Gowar caplaiiitd Ilia Enoland taam 
which dalaatad taa Auftraliaat io a 


May, will have a reminder of Barker in 
the lovely home they have built to 
settle down in. Barker is a bird lover 
and has given them one of the 
talkative, handfed cockatoos he 
breeds, to keep Simone, company 
while Warne is leg breaking in the 
West Indies. 

Warne has also turned singer with 
Aussie musician Greg Champion and 
his 'Music Men', and may cut a disc 
which will include a new song about 
himself. # 







E V I E W 


OTHER EVENTS 

15 Santosh Tro 
phy Ooty World Chess 
Champ, Hyderabad, Indi 
an Colts vs Western 


PRIME SPORTS THIS 


Australia, WACA 
FFB 16 Santosh Tro 
phy, Ooty World Chess 
Champ Hyderabad Indi 
an Colts vs Western 
Australia WACA 
fLB n Santosh Tro 
phy Ooty World Chess 
Champ Hyderabad Indi 
an Colts vs Western 
Australia WACA 


Holmes) 

FEB 19 Santosh Tro¬ 
phy Madras World 
Chess Champ 

Hyderabad 

FFB 20 Santosh Tro 
phy Madras World 
Chess Champ Hydera 
bad Indian Colts vs 
South Australian Colts 
Adelaide, YMCA interna 


South Australian Colts, 
Adelaide, YMCA mtema- 
tional boxing, Delhi, 
European league TT 
(men) final 

FEB 22 Santosh Tro¬ 
phy Madras, World 
Chess Champ Hydera¬ 
bad, Indiao Colts vs 
South Australian Colts 
Adelaide YMCA interna 


FFB 18 Santosh Tro¬ 
phy Ooty World Chess 
Champ, Hyderabad 
WBC heavyweight title 
(Oliver McCall vs Larry 


tional boxing Delhi 
FFB 21 Santosh Tro¬ 
phy Madras, World 
Chess Champ, Hydera 
bad, Indian Colts vs 


tional boxing Delhi 
FEB 2) Santosh Tro¬ 
phy, Madras, World 
Chess Champ, Hydera 
bad, YMCA international 



boxing, Delhi, Melbour 
ne athletics grand pnx II 
FFB 24 Santosh Tro¬ 
phy Madras YMCA 
international boxing 
Delhi 

FFB 25 Santosh Tro¬ 
phy Madras, Indian 
Colts vs Australia (1st 
Test), Mt Gambler 
YMCA international 
boxing, Delhi 
FEB 26 Santosh Tro¬ 
phy Madras, Indian 
Colts vs Australia (1st 
Test), Mt Gambler 
YMCA international 
boxing, Delhi 
FFB 27 Beighton Cup 
hockey Calcutta, San¬ 
tosh Trophy Madras, 
Indian Colts vs Australia 
(1st Test), Mt Gambler, 

Watch out for tho World 
Cbosa Chompionship at 
Hydorabad 



Waotto soo high quality 
aoccor? Than watch 


Europoaa Soccor on Pnmo 
Sports 

YMCA mtemational 
boxing, Delhi 
FEB 28 Beighton Cup 
hockey, Calcutta, San¬ 
tosh Trophy, Madras, 
Indian Colts vs Australia 
(1st Test), Mt Gambler, 
YMCA international 
boxing, Delhi, WBC mid¬ 
dleweight boxing title, 
England vs Ireland (soc¬ 
cer), Dublin, European 
league TT final (women) 













































FORTNIGHT 


PMME 


EVENTS ON PRIME SPORTS 


INTERNATIONAL CRICKET Tune in to Prime Sports for 
the 1995 New Zealand Centenary Cricket Tournament taking 
place in various aties throughout New Zealand This event 
features four of the most powerful international forces in 
one-day cncket Talented Australia start the tournament 
going to the crease against the mighty South Africans in what 
promises to be a thnlling match at the Basin Reserve 
Wellington Cricket wizards India take on hosts New Zealand 
the next day at the McLean Park Napier A spectacular 
weekend of cricket sees live coverage of two more top class 
matches, with India against South Africa at Trust Bank Park 
Hamilton and old ri\ als Australia against New Zealand at bden 
Park Auckland Watch out for the following days Wednesday 
15 Thursday 16 Saturday 18 and Sunday 19 Wednesday 22 
and Thursday 23 and final on 26 

CRICKET 

Wednesday 15 New Zealand Centenary ( ncket Australia vs 

South Africa at 2 am and highlight at 7 30 pm 

Thursday 16 New Zealand Centenary Cncket—India vs New 

Zealand at 2 am and highlight at 7 30 pm 

Friday 17 lndiaCncketSceneat9 30 pm and 12 30 pm 

Saturday 18 New Zealand Centcnarv cricket—^India vs South 

Afnca & highlights at 8 pm 

Sunday 19 New Zealand Centenary Cncket—^Australia vs 

New Zealand at 2 am & highlight at 7 30 pm 

Wednesday 22 New Zealand Centenary Cncket—^India vs 

Australia at 2 am 6* highlight at 7 30 pm 

Thursday 23 New Zealand Centenary C ncket—^South Africa 

vs New Zealand at 2 am & highlights at 7 30 pm 

Friday 24 India Cncket Scenes at 9 30 pm and 12 30 pm 

Sunday 25 New Zealand Centenary Cricket final at 2 am & 

highlights at 7 30 pm 

SOCCER 

Wednesday 15 Futbol Mundial at 11 30 pm & 11 am 
Friday 17 Asian Football show at 5 30 pm 
Saturday 18 Asian Football show at 10 pm and European 
Soccer show at 4 pm I 



Turn m to Primo Sports for tho Now Zealand Contanary Cricket 

Sunday 19 European Soccer show at 11 30 pm 

Wednesday 22 Futbol Mundial at 4 pm 

Thursday 23 Futbol Mundial at 11 30 am 

Friday 24 Futbol Mundials at 4 30 am & 9 am Asian Football 

show at 4 30 pm 

Saturday 25 Asian Football show ai 2 am Fr 8 am European 

Soccer show at 3 30 pm & 8 30 pm 

Sunday 26 European Soccer show at 12 midnight 

WWE 

Friday 17 Wrestling Spotlight at 2 30 pm 

Saturday 18 Wrestling Spotlight at 11 30 pm and Mania at 5 

pm 

Sunday 19 Wrestling Mania at 11 30 am 

Friday 24 Wrestling Spotlight at 2 30 pm 

Saturday 2 5 Wrestling Spotlight at 12 midnight and Mania at 

4 30pni 

Sunday 26 Wrestling Mania at 11 30 am 
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O NE of the occupational 

hazards of a sports journalist 
IS attending press 
conferences. More often than not 
they are boring affairs that arc a waste 
of time. 

"Skipper, what do you think will be 
the playing eleven tomorrow?" 

"We'll see tomorrow." 

"Manager, what if he fails to pass 
the fitness test. Do you have any 
alternatives in mind?" 

"We'll see tomorrow." 

Why waste our time by answering 
questions wiih the kind of secrecy that 
would pul the secret of the Normandy 
landing to shame. 

In tennis too, the scenario is often 
the same. After all, what can you 
expect from people with stunted 
education who have spent all their 
lives hitting tennis balls over a net. It is 
why many of them find it hard to 
discuss anything else but tennis. 

Q: "Andre, (as in the protagonist of 
our cover story) did you like the musk 
in Les Mise rabies?" 

A: "Yes, but for a while I had to look 
around to see where the band was." 

Q: "Andre * what about the new Nike 
range you are endorsing which says 
Tennis sucks’ ?" 

A: I don't take the advertising too 
seriously. If you have a problem with 
that, take it up with Nike. 

Sometimes of course the questions 
can be as ridiculous. 


Q. "Andre, how do you feel winnin; 
the tournament?" 

Come on! You don't expect him 
to feel lousy after winning, do you! 
Obviously he feels great. 

Q. Andre, do you feel bad about 
Pete (Sampras)? 

A: You know you are just 
concerned with your side of the net. I 
can't be concerned for him or else 
there would be two people out there 
being concerned for him and I'm not 
sure where that would leave me. 

Q: Pete, it has been reported you 
have short legs. Is this true or not? 

A: Short legs? I'm 6 feet 1 inch tall, 
so I can't be that short. Yes, you could 
say I have pretty hairy legs! 

And then a good question. 

Q: Pete, is it true that those legs 
allow you to run 13 100m sprints at 
one go, with only a minute's rest in 
between and average about 12 
seconds for each 100m sprint? 

A: Yes, I've done that. 

It is only once in a while that a press 
conference actually gives you 
something to write about. 

Like Aaron Krickstein's chat after 
he beat Stefan Edberg in the quarter 
finals of the Australian Open last 
month, Krickstein claimed he 
rummaged through a cupboard (back 
home in America) which had a 


20-year-old collection of his racquets, 
selected some 1988 Yonex models, 
dusted them off and threw them into 
the baggage he brought to Melbourne. 

When he faced the sixth seeded 
Swede, he armed himself with one of 
those racquets which he had last 
beaten his opponent with. Suddenly, 
the talent which carried him to the top 
10 for the first time in his career in 
1988, was again on show, a« he 
recovered from a two set deficit to 
eliminate Edberg. 

"I picked up the old racquets that 1 
beat Edberg with in 1989. It was the 
last time I had beaten him," the 
American revealed. "I have every 
racquet I have used in the past twenty 
years. And 1 played my tennis in those 
years with this model. Don't ask me 
why I play well with them. Maybe 
they are magic." 

Surprisingly there are also clever 
answers... .sometimes. 

Q: Michael (Chang), what did you 
tell Pete after the match? 

(1993 Australian Open semi final, 
which Sampras won in four sets after 
winning his two previous matches in 
gruelling five setters) 

A: I told him "well played" but also 
that it would have been good if the 
match were the best of seven sets and 
not five." 

Q: Andre,are you going to watch 
this evening's game on television? 
After all you play the winner in the 
next round. 

A: Yes, it's what I call a "popcorn 
match." You've had a good day at the 
office; have a shower, relax, put your 
feel up in front of the TV and watch 
the game. 

Not bad for a guy who, though once 
called a Zen master, never ever spoke 
like one. Aaually he never spoke 
much at all. Certainly not for nothing. 
It is said that a six figure sum would 
have broken the silence. 

But judging from past utterances, 1 
would think that the money could be 
better spent. For my pan I'm happy 
attending the press conferences 
where you get a free meal and free 
drinks to have a go at the 
sportspersons. 

Andy O'Brien, Melbourne 
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Power packed low smoke new Castrol JETTX (Japanese Engine 
Technology Two-stroke oil for Xcellent performance) for instant take offs. 
Especially formulated for today's compact, high speed, high performance, 
high tech Japanese engine motorcycles and scooters. 

New Castrol JETTX contains 3 unique components 

POWER X A synthetic base for clean, smokeless burn No 
carbon deposits Therefore, more power 

CASTROLUBE 90: For better lubricity even under gruelling 
conditions. 

TRIPLE ADDITIVE SYSTEM: Reduces friction, wear & tear. 
Enhances engine cleanliness. Ensures superior engine protection, 
longer engine life and smooth, trouble-free performance . 

So go ahead. Zap other riders. Get off to a flying start with 
Castrol JETTX. And leave the rest way behind. 

Aquamarine blue Castrol JETTX is available in exclusive silver packs of 1 litre, 
500 ml and 250 ml at leadinq Auto Accessory shops. 

Specially recommended for Yamaha, Kawasaki, Suzuki, Kinetic Honda, Ra|doot, 
Yezdi, Ba|a| and Vespa two-wheelers. 
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C OME thefirst week of March and 

Indian Rat inj 4 fcaches the t cr\ 
ptnnack of its yearly sojoam u ith 
u hat has non t ome to he called I he 
Classie Weekeyniof RacIn a span of tu o 
days India s finest thoroughbreds congregate at 
one rac nig c entre u Inch is gtien the privilege to 
host such a u eekendjust once et ery fit e y ears 


BY CYRUS J. MADAN 


pale in comparison Jorthe simple teason that a 
thoroughbred first has to prove his c redentials in 
these Classics before he can et en think of being 
mi ited to participate in a race reserved for 
protfen champions 

In fact The Classic Indian TurfInvitatitm 

Cup IS a race so exclusn e that as the name 
suggests It IS by int itation only It is a race so 


"I 




" f n 



Pride ofplace oi er these tu o day s of racing is 
held by The C lassie Indian Turf Invitation Cup 
u hu n i\ mil at erthe traditional Derby distance 
oj 2 4(K) metres ora mile and a half Sponsored 
for the 7th time in sue c esston Ijy the I TC Ltd 
and Classic Rac mg this blue riband event makes 
the Regional C lassie s run all over the country 


distinguished that it rotates from racing centre to 
racing centre and on March 5th, J995 it returns 
to Calcutta after a lapse offtveyeath It is a race so 
prestigious that only race horses unth classic 
performances are eligiblefor invitation To put it 
in a nutshell The Classic Indian Turf Invitation 
Cupisa race so definitive that it crowns the 










^ian Turf Invitation Cup 



racehorse 
ofthe year. It is after 
all the ultimate of all 
Classics and the 
winner emerges as the 
undisputed champion 
of his vintage in India. 

On Sunday March 
5 , 1995 , Calcuttans 
will witness one of the 
most remariiahle 
line-ups ever in the 
history of the sport. 

Entering the starting 
stalls for The Classic 
Indian Turf Invitation 
Cup will he the dual 
Derby Winner and 
Multi Classic Winner, 

Elusive Pimpernel. He 
is unbeaten in 8starts 
and has won the 
McDowell Indian 
Derby, 

and the Kingfisher Mysore Derby in addition to 
the2000 Guineas at Mysore and Bombay. 

Joining him in the stalls will be The Classic 
Calcutta Derby heroine, Oakmeadandthe 
Calcutta Monsoon Derly winner. Too Hot To 
Touch. Alongside them will be The Classic 
Golconda Derby winner. Crack Regiment along 
with the horse he just edged out at Hyderabad 
namely. Sir Lancelot. From Madras, staffing into, 
the foray will be the Classic South India Derby 
winner. Capital Risk and from Bangalore u>ill 
come the Summer and Winter Deti^ winners. 
Cape Dance and Native Chieftan. 

Thusfior the first Ume ever. The Clonic 
Indian Turf Invitation Cup will have a line-up 
which boasts ofthe winners of each and every 
Regiorud Derby run in India in 1994-95, and 
from amongst them will emerge the champion 4 
year-old who will be crowned King or Queen of 
the thoroughbreds in India. It is certainly going 
to bea race to remember and a race that has 


glamour and class urit all over it. It is easily the 
most prestigious race in India and on March 5, 
1995 it will be proved beyond any doubt that The 
Classic Indian Turf Invitation Cup is indeed the 
Classic of all Classics. 

Bach in 1990, when the Classic Indian Turf 
Inviation Cup um last run in Calcutta it was 
u>on by the Indian Derby winner. Desert 
Warrior. Five years prior to that, afilly named 
Retvlation had set the trend. She too won the 
Indian Derby and folloued it up with a 
triumphant victory in The Classic Indian Turf 
Invitation Cup at Calcutta. This being the trend, 
it does appear as though Elusive Pimpernel, 
trained by Rashid Byramji looks to Iw a veritable 
cinch. 

He is the only colt in the line-up who is 
undefeated in 8 starts. He is the winner of the 
Indian Derby this year at Bombay, so it does look 
as though he will be following in the footsteps of 
the 1985and 1990Indian Derby Winners by 
adding the Classic Indian Turf Invitation Cup to 









/rs* impressive tally of Classics Ihe only dotvn as the race of the year, and whether the 

difference is that Elnsiife Pimpernel unlike uinner is a Colt ora Filly, whether he hailsfrom 

Riwelation and Desert Warrior is not a Bombay, Calcutta, Hyderabad, Bangalore or 

Bombay-based horse. He hails from Bangalore Madras, his victory* willproie beyond any doubt 
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and travelled to Bombay to smash everything 
before him and now he has toprot *e himself 
against the ix^st in the land. 

Keeping the localjiagflying will he the 
Classic Calcutta Derby Stakes winner Oakmead. 
Site will Ix^ sporting the same colours as those of 
Eluswe Pimfxmwl hut jockey Aslant Kader who 
has the choice between her and the colt will 
definitely he opting for the Pimpernel. Of course, 
Oakmead is no mean filly either. She is unbeaten 
hetv in Calcutta and is ike winner of 3 
individual Classics includhig the Classic 
Calcutta IX^rhy which she won in tveord time. 

And S€M, come the first Sunday of March 
and the Calcutta Race Course and Classic 
Racing will he ail set to Host a show which will go 


that he is the best of the best and his name will 
remain inscribed in the Racing Archives for time 
im memorial as the winner of the biggest and most 
prestigious race et>er run each year. 
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Taking its popularity for granted, 
cricket is now threatened by the 
greatest scandal in its history 


f- i^OM ANfr/ ()'BfAbN, 


Y OU will probably think, we 
arc pulling the wool over 
your eyes il we said that we 
had planned to do a stoiy on 
thedetenoraiing scenariool ciukel 
even before the bribery scandals 
involving inlernaiional ciuket broke 
But the truth is we did 

Of course, the bribery allegations, 
which must surely be the greatest 


scandal in the sport's history, have 
only further supported our point that 
cricket has almost taken its popularity 
for granted, thinking nothing will be 
able to hamper its now booming, 
economic position m world sport 
But if you look around—and if the 
establishment does the same—then 
there is plenty of malady in the 
contemporary game Ironically most 
of these are born out of the fact that 
the sport is now financially successful 
Take the game of one-day cricket 


It's just another example of killing the 
goose that lays the golden egg. Greed 
has led to an overkill of the 
abbreviated version of the game. The 
recently concluded centenary 
four-nation senes in New Zealand is a 
case in point During the off-season 
after the West Indies left India this 

Can ttia gama of crickat raaurract itsaH from 
the wont scandal it has tvar faced? If the 
charges of bribory. drugs and balling art 
proved correct than it will surely bo the doath 
Icnoll of cricket 



torrcsporuicnt bumped intoa \iMy 
senior member of ihe Indian trukei 
team who lomplamed ol iht ideaol 
having !o lly half way around iht 
world lo play three (possibly lour) 
one-dayers He ihoughi ii was 
absolutely tidiculous and he had a 
point He knew it was just a pan of the 
quid pro quosysiL m that presi nily 
eMsls between the bodies that govern 
cricket III dilferenl |)cinsol the world 
New Zealand scratched the B( ( I s 
back by stojipmg lo ])lay in oui 
inaugural Wills World Series this 
winter, so we have to scratch theirs by 
sending our team for what Dennis 
I illee has called a handlul oi Mickc*y 
Mouse one day games 

It wasa similar case with the 
Australians who considered the tii[> 
ac ross the Tasman as a working 
holiday lor their playets who had just 
come oil an Ashes winter and were 
preparing lor a tough tom of the West 
Indies Since the tournament was 
merely an mtciiiiption otcuiiymg 
three weeks between the Penh lest 
and the flight to Barbados the players 
were allowed to be accompanied by 
wives/girUriendsand family Ihe 
Aussies sent a 12-man sejuad 
pteferring to keep all iheir liingt 
playeis bac k to play m She Hu Id Shield 
games and try and win a berth to the 
C aribbean The y even coniemplau d 
testing four ol their mam players lor 
the trip lo Kiwiland eventually resting 
only Craig McDermott because the 
othei three (including Shane Warne) 
thought the woiking holiday would 
do them good 

1 he point is that because there is so 
muc li c Ticket being played spectators 
are not witnessing the best of either 
the teams or their players We blame 
the day in-and day-out grind of the 
county system foi the decline in the 
standards of English cricket Soon a 
time will come wlien we will sav the 
same about international cricket—il it 
hasn't already 

Gradually playei fatigue will 
become contagious and spread to the 
speaator stands Crowds still flock 
along as usual to one-day c ru ket but 
this Ashes summer Down Under has 
shown that there is still room to 


debate how well one-day cticket is 
progtessmg 

looolten the games aie all but over 
midway through the second innings 
Problems will plague one-day crickei 
until rule changes are brought in lo 
somehow enliven pioceedings By 
comparison live action packed Ashes 
Test matches lull ot drama and 


controversies, the WSC one-day 
compeiition lacked lustre (as more 
and more one-day competitions tend 
to do these days) and were (again) 
somewhat predictable To 
traditionalists this was no surprise, 
but you got the impiession that the 
crowds that flocked to see the one - 
dayers did not honour the virtues of 


WITNESS FOR TH 


Rumours of betting, gambling and bribery have surfaced before the 
recent allegations made in Australia. A brief history of the cases of 
which there has been no proof just accusations 

* In 1981 Australian players were banned from betting on cncket matches 
following the infamous 500/1 wager taken by Dennis Lillee and Rod Marsh m 
the loss to England at Headingley in 1981 Former England wicketkeeper 
Godfrey Evans, who was employed by bookmaker Ladbrokes as an expert 
advisor for setting cricket odds, almost lost his job for making the company 
incur massive losses 

* During England s last tour to India, Indian team manager. Apt Wadekar 
alleged that two businessmen approached him in his hotel room with 
suitcases lull of money to bribe the home team 

* When Manoj Prabhakar and Nayan Mongia did not chase the West Indian 
total in a one- day international this winter, they were alleged to be connected 
with big bookmakers 

* India refused to play in Sharjah for three years following incidents which 
many thought were the doing of betting syndicates run by a moneyed man in 
the UAE whose main agent is a former Pakistani cncket identity. 

* One former Indian cncketer and former Indian team manager alleged how 
a person in Sharjah approached him (when he was captain of the Indian 
veterans XI) and the captain of the Pakistani veterans XI to 'fix' the best of the 
three senes in Sharjah 

* There were rumours in Calcutta that one Pakistani captain (now retired) 
allegedly 'allowed' the Indian captain to win the toss and 'debberately 
allowed' India to take a first innings lead because of betting considerations. 

* One Austraiian joumaiist who travelled to Pakistan with the Australian 
team in 1994 (when Salim Malik is alleged to have offered Urn May and 
Shane Warne a bnbe) claims that whispered allegations of betting scandals 
involving the home team 'were as much a part of the tour as a Wasun Akram 
yorker or a Shane Warne flipper'. He wrote recently In an Australian 
newspaper, "Pakistani journalists were often convinced that their team had 
been paid to under perform in major matches.... the press box often received 
phone calis from high rolling bookmakers from India and Shai^lah... when 
Australia played South Africa in October, Australian joumalisis received calls 
from Bombay bookmakers Just 20 minutes afteftbeir phones had been 
installed at the ground. How the numbers were passed on to those 
bookmakers remains a mystery but visiting journalists were pestered with 
requests about form, injuries and weather conditions." 

* There have been similar Incidents m Press Boxes around^dla. and calls 
from India to foreign Press Boxes whenever India toured overseas. 

* It was widely re'ported in South Africa recently that one Dubai based 
punter laid US $1 million on the home team beating Sxl Lanka in a one day 
match at odds of 1-3. Sri Lanka won the matdt. 

* Salim Malik's side was accused 'lying down' yrihen it ICMt to k> 

ColombomSeptemberl994.DuringtheSingieeSeil<acb(tthtfaeBt^^ndtpd^ ‘ 
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the game any longer. Debate has 
increased about the merits ol a game 
that IS seen by many people as 
predictable and in need of a revamp 
All these problems are of course 
primarily marketing-related, ftui now 
suddenly cricket has another 
additional predicament; and that is 
image-related. Not suddenly really. 


since the game's deteriorating image is 
an old can oi worms, the bribery and 
betting scandals being the latest and 
most serious threat of them all. 

The three Kiwi cricketers who were 
recently accused of drug taking during 
their lour of South Africa was not the 
first case of drug allegations against 
cricketers while on tour. There was 


PROSECUTION 


Indian press carried major stories claiming that members of the Pakistan team 
had bet on games they contested in the Singer Series. One Journalist claimed 

* some results were a foregone conclusion. At that time too ^lim Malik called 
a press conference and declared that conspirators were trying to destabilise 
his team, an accusation he repeated after the recent scandal broke over his 
head. Former Test bowler, Sarfraz Nawaz in his capacity as sports advisor to 
Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto loudly called for a government inquiry into 
gambling in cricket. 

* No one contests the fact that there is a huge cricket betting industry with 
heavy financial interests within the United Arab Emirates centred in Dubai 
and Shaijah. Some years ago, it was suggested that the big money gamblers 
had infiltrated the umpiring ranks at a tournament in Sharjah in which 
Australia participated. Apparently hundreds of thousands of dollars changed 
hands at the end of the series according to a recent report in an Australian 
newspaper. 

* Similar allegations were levelled against the team when Australia beat 
Pakistan in Lahore eight weeks later in a one~ dayer. Indeed, talk of players 
and results being 'bought' began circulating at this time and continued 
throughout the tour. The Test in which May and Warne were alleged to have 
been offered $50,000 each was won by Pakistan by one wicket. At least some 
of the Australian players were aware of the bribes right from the opening 
game of the tour. Pakistani officials launched their own investigations into 
daims that gambling interests yvere interfering with the integrity of the game. 

After the series last September the Pakistani players were asked to swear on 
the Koran that they were not involved in betting. The players had agreed. But 
manager bitbikab Alam denied the fact that the players had been asked to 
swear was a source of concern. "It's not worrying at all," he says, "we just 
wanted to make sure because of so many ugly rumours." 

* Paklsun's shock defeat by an innings and 64 runs in the first Test recently at 
Harare fuelled fears that the gamblers were always lurking to make a giant 
killing. 

* Pawtan was also a shock loser by a massive 324 runs to South Africa in 
their inaugural Test in Johannesburg earlier this year. 

* It is known that the ICC has received reports that umpires have been 
offered amountt close to US $100,000 to assist specific outcomes. 

Inia<^,itwa$atonetimrrumouredthat many of the matches in Sharjah 
wete fixed. Journalists spoke of the results of matches being known to big 
money gamUeics before the match ended —- right down to theexact difference 
in runs or wickets. 

* Ute most recent, of course, involve accusations that Urn May and Shane 
Wame were offered bribes by Salim Malik; Allan Border by Musbtaq 
Mohammed’ Dean Jones by a dombay bookie and Mark Waugh by an 
unknotwi boidcie. And by the time you get to read this 

the list may have grown in size afuddetafl. 



Salim Malik rafutas all allagationa against him 
insisting that it is a ploy to d^raliso his 
toam. Incidantally, rumours abound that ho 
offarad bribas to Shano Wama and Tim May 

the case of three leading Pakistani 
crickeieis (Akram, Younis and 
Mushtaq Ahmed) being accused oi 
drug charges in the Caribbean a 
couple of years ago. Rumours of 
rampant drug taking among 
cricketers have been in the air for 
years even involving the likes of 
Imran Khan. 

The ball tampering controversies in 
which many leading fast bowlers 
openly claimed that 'cheating' is 
common place in cricket didn't do the 
game's gentlemanly image a great 
deal of good. And just as that died 
down with the great fast bowler Sir 
Richard Hadlee actually suggesting 
that 'ball tampering' be made legal. 




FORAFEW 
DOLLARS 
MORE. 



There are aOegatiom that 
bribery is rampant in 
today's cricket world. Do 
these allegations 
actually hold any water? 

T he New South Wales flagship 
of the John Fairfax group of 
publications, The Sydney 
Mommg Herald, does not believe 
in beating about the bush So 
when It broke the story about the 
$US 50,000 ($70,000 in 
Australian currency) offer made 
to Australian spinners Shane 
Wame and Tim May, it did so in 
the manner you would expea of 
a respeaed broadsheet 
newspaper The story ran across 
the top of page 1 on Feb 11 
From that point onwards, the 
story was prime-tune stuff all 
around this country Valentine's 
Day was only three days away, 
but all the hype and glitz and 
over-the-top marketing 
associated with it was deservedly 
drowned The story, by veteran 
cncket wnter Phil Wilkins, ran 
with a seven-column headline 
saying "Warne, May rejeaed 
$70,000 bnbe to'throw Test" 

The story said the spinners 
"were approached before the first 
cncket Test agamst Pakistan late 
last year and offered $ US 50 000 
($ A 70,000) to 'throw' the game 
‘hie attempted bribe was rejected 
out of hand by Wame and May" 
The story went on to say, 'The 
Australian team manager, Mr 
Colin Egar, confirmed 
that he had heard of the 
attempted bnbe but denied 
knowledge of the identity of the 
Australian players approached" 
Aiikther senior Australian cncket 
|)f0p|l omflnned that 
fw^^ ywf and May were the two 
pl^j^aj^foached . 

paper lepofted that u had 



Sbana Warna was allagadly oHarad SG0,000 
during a onu-day match in Lahore which 
Pakiftan won by a wicket 

cricket has now being hii by a scandal 
that It will never live down 
The betting embarrassments will 
have the same degree of effect that 


performance enhancinfdrug offences 
have had on the Olympic disaplmes of 
swimming and weightlifting We're 
talking about the Big C credibility It is 
a cancer that has grown in modern 
sport and that detracts from almost all 
performances Every time you watch 
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a race or a super human sportinfs 
achievement these days you tend to 
question its ciedibility. Our normal 
retort is ''Oh, he must be on drugs ". It 
is a stigma born out of greed, and one 
will have to live with it forever. 

So too with cricket. Everytime you 


Allan Bordar was apparantly offarad CSOOAOO 
by fonnar Pakistan csfitain Mushtaq 
Mahafliiffladtalasaag8nia.Miishtaq. , 
hawavar. claims that tha apisada was a icka 

watch a cricket match from 
henceforth the seeds of doubt, laid by 
the betting defamations, wiil give rise 
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Sir ayde W^kptt. 
the intMiiaikittal^hMcet CouacU 
(ICC) «sked’iA#/^ to 
subsui^te tdktptioQi that 
Austndtan pl«ymi)eere«ffcred 
btffiktt. Gly<laaai4 hobeOeved 

the matter needed inve$ti|ation 
but thm dwie hdoiinatton was 
needed hrai tise ACB> think 
the allegathHis are extremely 
strong allegations being made 
and ^ is the first that the ICC 
hasheaid dKHit them. I think 
that thematter now has to be 
Investigated. We know no more 
than what we read in the press 
and the offidal statement by the 
ACB/' 

Ihe story was not to end there, 
m its mott^ edition of 13th 
February, the 24>hour 
Mdbourne newspaper, the 
Rupert Muxdodi-owned tabloid 
HetaU 5(in reported that former 
Austrafian captain Allan Border 
bad been offered a miUton-dollar 
(£S00,000) bribe to deliberately 
lose the fifth Test of die 1993 
Ashes series against BnglandL 
when Australia lequhed 120 
runs to win with aU lOwidcetsin 
hand. 

Border, for Ids part, said the 
Issue was not something he 
wanted to discuss in the media. 

"If I get asked by the Australian 
Cricket Board or the ICC then IU 
make statements," was all he 
wDukIsay Bydolngso,the 
game's highest scorer ensured 
that there would be a touch of 
dignity about the whole issue, 
which would then be conducted 
through the proper official 
diannels. 


There was an angry reaction 
from Pakistan manager and 
former captain Intlkhab Alam, 
who denied that any of Ids 
jdayers were involved in the 
bribery scandal. 'Tm very proud 
of these boys and they are all very 
honest. I have known them for 
the past 10 years. 1 don't think 


ahy oddeeter would do fuch a 
Iha whrde saga liVery 
5 iiatmtunatcand l mostly that I 
“c Rpw that the best thing 
t^fMwhoeyerlmmght 
“stohame the 
iDDstljirtyilr.'"' 
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to distrust and suspicion about its 
authenticity. Yet as shocking as the 
bribery claims may be, everybody's 
(and that includes the 
establishment's), unspoken rumours 
of the extent of gambling in the game, 
it is difficult to believe that they are 
insubstantiated. Heavy betting always 
leaves 'bribery' as a possible means to 
an end. 

Intikhab Alaim Pakistan's prasant manager is 
ready to swear by the honesty and integrity of 
his team members 







The ICC has long been aware of 
allegations that players and even 
officials have been offered money. To 
influence results or provide 
information critical to certain players 
or games. The establishment's silence 
has been indicative of the gravity and 
complexity of the issue. With huge 
stiips of money and the generally 
accepted involvement of criminal 


interests, official concerns run beyond 
the integrity of the game 
and goes as far as the welfare of the 
individuals and even their lives and 
property. 

Such genuine fears, combined with 
the difficulty in gathering hard 
evidence and the threat of defamation 
cases and libel suits have been behind 
the delay in any firm action by the 
authorities despite the knowledge of 
what was going on. Indeed some may 
say that it even smacks of first world 
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elitism, that the bribery claims 
suddenly take on a new meaning, 
simply because prominent Australian 
players are involved. No longer can 
the establishment turn a blind eye or a 
deaf ear to the persistant stones that 
have done the rounds, Karachi to 
Colombo and Shaijah to Calcutta in 
recent years. And, the recent 
disclosures are merely the tip of the 
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Paldstaij* 

t!»^»keattwtalli^, Huxt tias 

jl(rec|i4txo(|k«r imereating 

Pidostan crldcet 
Sa&tt Malik has said the 
.l^kyEations ate ''shameful" and a 
l^oy t/o upset Ms team's morale 
mentaliy realty astounded 


' as I have heard this Just before 1 
ptay a Test match," Malik said m 


Harare, before the third and 
deoiling Test agamst Zimbabwe 
" J ddnfc they Just want to disturb 
me and my cricket team. What 
4se would they be trying to do? I 
do not knotv if 1 ean play, as 
mentally Tm very upset Ihisis 
itupIdk-dro.DOOl iMdsh I could 
has« that s<nt of money you 
jbiow. I never qioke to anybody 
hkethis, I will speak to my lawyer 
ipnd win take legal action ihave 
been playing for 13 years, do you 
Udnk I would say these stupid 
thhtgsr* 

Bvcn as MaUk denied any pan 
\ in the affair, indeed denying that 
brdiery wastlfe. n was reponed 
in both The Age md The Sydney 
Morning HenidHukt Test 
batsman Maik Waugh was 
offered tU5100,000 ($ i34,ooo 
Australian> to "throw" his 
wldcct away in Pakistan last year, 
but It wasnot known who 
a^fiptoathcdhim. 

But the most ludkxousepisode 
of alt was the admission by 
Pakistan opening batsman Amir 
Sohail that bribery was 
prevalent On the one hand, his 
sl(d|:qper was sa^ng it did not exist. 


on the other, we have Sohail 
aseuitngusthatitdoes "Ifi 
wasn't bound by a code of 
t^hdiKt. tcOuld name so many 
Jin the present national 
i«am> whohavebeen bnbed to 
'Ipaa matches. It's getting so bad 
' l^tjk's getting all the guys who 
''do It a bod name also. The 
I omiat put a stop to this 
rlgltt out of hfnd." 
t to have missed the 
^^pofnt-tfthe 
lamW^UMngsgot 
aMBK y«xy long dine 




Ace Australian batsman Mark Waugh was 
raportailly affarad $100,000 to throw' away his 
wickat last year in Pakistan 


p)roverbial iceberg Yet the danger is 
that the ICC which governs cricket 
can do very little in this scandal We 
haven t got any direct power over 
people outside the game Perhaps this 
IS a civil thing Our jurisdiction covers 
players who are still playing says 
ICC chief executive David Richards 
But the point is that while the ICC 
has Its own code of conduct member 
nations have taken allegiance to the 
code and as such bear the initial 
responsibility for enforcing its 
principles So while the ICC has taken 
on the investigation o^" the bribery 
claims connected with illegal 
gambling the responsibility of any 
punitive action will be thrown back 
eventually to the local bodies The 
accepted belief is that there is little 
point in the ICC wielding a stick when 
a home country is imtially responsible 
for the conduct of its team 
The situation is explosive for 
international cricket since relations 
between different cricketing countries 
as It is are not at their best Australian 
and Pdkistim cricket have been under 
pressure for years over a senes on 
coniiovcrsies ranging from walk offs 
lo pilch doctoring Now there is 
growing disquic*t that Australia s role 
m the bribery affair will stretch 
already strained relations to a 
breaking point culminating in 
throwing into jeopardy Pakistan s 
tour of Australia next summer 
Pakistan s poor relations with the 


TCCB which began with the 
Gatting—^Rana shouting match and 
ended with the balUtampenng 
allegations against Akram and Younis 
have meant that Pakistan will not visit 
England this century 

India s determined efforts lo bag the 
1996 World C up ft)r tlie 
sub-continent did not endear t^je 
BCCI to the white nations especially 
England And of course India s 
cricketing relations ovt r the last few 
years though non cxisiant have 
been too well documented to repeal 
here 

Which brings us to the World C up 
jewel in ciickct s crown jtopiardised 
first by TV problems ihi 1996 
tournament may not do any good for 
the image of tht game if 
India Pakistan as the major host 
nations do not get their political and 
cricketing act together The organising 
committee of the 96 World Cup 
(PILC OM) are happy to sweep the 
India Pakistan problem under the 
carpel saying they will deal with the 
possible India Pakistan semifinal in 
India or a India—^Pakistan final across 
the border if and when it happens 
They tell everybody that they forsee 
no problems Well if there arc no 
problems then how come India and 
Pakistan don t play cac h other on 
home soil any more*^ 

In this scenario bribery allegations 
are hardly the baggage cricket needs 
on Us shoulders with the World Cup 
being hosted across the sub continent 
just 12 months from now Taking the 
game s premier event to the doorstep 
of the big money gamblers is seen 
outside the sub-continent, as a critical 
lest of credibility The fear of course, is 
that with stakes so high individuals 
could easily be bought off as a form of 
insurance The merest hint of a 
tinkered result or curbed 
performances would be damaging 
which the sport could ill afford as it 
seeks to sell itself on a larger scale The 
smear that had been lurking for some 
time has become public Clearly it 
must be addressed, as the other 
problem must also be addressed 

Undeniably cricket must now clear 
upitsaa H 
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smot INDIA'S MOST TRUSTED LUBRICANT. FROM INDIANOIL. 

TATA A TRUSTBD HOUSEHOLD NAME IN INDIA WHEN IT COMES TO 
LUSRICATINO THEIR TRUCKS, BUSES, PASSENGER CARS 
AND EARTHMOVERS, TATA TRUSTS ANOTHER HOUSEHOLD NAME 

JWMP lubricants 


WHAT'S MORE SUnO OFFERS THE WIDEST RANGE OF OVER 400 HIGH-QUALITY 
LUBRICANTS AND GREASES FOR ALMOST ALL AFFLICATIONS 
JMVO PERFECTED BY INDIAN SCIENTISTS AT ASIA'S MOST ADVANCED 

ROD CENTRE AT FaRIDABAD 
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REVIEW 



English 
cricket is in a 
deep freeze. 
And the 
chances of it 
being revived 
are very slim, 
argues ANDY 
O'BRIEN 
from Perth 


I T was Australian captain Mark Taylor 
who (after his team had won the fifth 
Test thereby wrapping up the Ashes 3 1) 
pointed to two incidents which 
hap{)encd on the pcnuliiinate day of the series 
at Perth that provided damning evidence of 
England s brittle spirit Once was when young 
Australian batting sensation Greg Blewctt 
who was on his way to his second consecutive 
century since his debut Tc st cut to the third 
man boundary None among Graham Thorpe 
at first slip Mike Athermn at second Mark 
Raniprakash at gully or Phil Tuffnel at point 
could bring themselves to make the chase fn 
the end wicketkc c per Steve Rhodes made the 
long trek to the boundary gutter while the rest 
stood with their heads drooping 


Next after dropping Steve Waugh at slip, 
Thorpe kicked the ball in frustration Only this 
was no ordinary kick, for Thorpe was an 
accomplished footballer and as a teenager had 
tried out for Chelsea Football Club He kicked 
the ball clean and hard past Ramprakash and 
the ball sped towards the boundary The 
batsmen ran as did bowler Malcolm Devon 
with his hands out imploring his captain for 
justice Atherton crouched and buried his 
hands, his body language scicammg, "'How 
could It come to this?" 

But It had Nowonderat theendof the 
senes the man with the worst job in world 
cricket charged his troops with lack of 
application, bemoaned their general lack of 
athletiasm, their staggering inconsistency 
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The architecti of 
Auitrolia's domination in 
thoAshaa Cram 
McDannott (laft) and Shana 
Wama sbara a laugh during 
aprasaconfaranca 


and made an impassioned plea lo the England 
selectors to embark on a major policy of 
recruitment of youth 1 don t think that 
perhaps we were united and focused on the 
job at hand we brought a side very much 
with the short term aim of regaining the 
Ashes and that too hasn t been done 
claimed Atherton 

The inferences were obvious England had 
come with Graham Gooch and Mike Gatting 
as their main batsmen (one newspaper called 
It End of an Error ) Such a conception of 
cricket is dated and Atherton mentioned that 
too An unathlctic team can lose a lot of runs 
espeaally on Australia s spacious grounds 


where its key bowlers are noted for their 
economy 

It also meant that the catching would not be 
as sharp, with England dropping as many as 
ten catches in the final Test at Perth a 
number enough to dismiss an entire battmg 
line up No wonder one witty spectator 
banner proclaimed "The only thing the Poms 
have caught is chicken pox." a reference to the 
disease that struck a few Englishmen ^n their 
arnval here 

Granted that injury and illness did not help 
England It came out with a squad of 16 which 
needed to be bolstered by six replacements 
Chns Lewis, on a working holiday, at a 





Melbourne divisional cricket club and Mark 
Ramprakash 'S O S'ed from India were 
numbers 21 and 22 in the squad. The losses of 
quality batsmen, Alex Stewart and Graeme 
Hick and fast bowling all-rounder Darren 
Gough for the final two Tests were serious 
blows—even though England's only success 
came unexpectedly, with a patched up eleven 
in the fourth Test in Adelaide. 

But that was merely an aberration. There 
were many reasons why Australia continued 
its dominance over England this summer 
Down Under not least being an obvious 
greater dedication and espirit de corps, 
England lacked the pride and passion and 
certainly the dedication of the Australians. 
That was most obvious when comparing the 
intensity of the practice sessions throughout 
the season. 

England reacted predictably to a bad game. 
Its chairman of selectors, Ray Illingworth met 
the media to expound on the reasons for the 
wretched state of English cricket expressing 
concerns along the way about the captain 
("He's been at Cambridge and he's never 
really gone out to work in his life"), and failing 
to endorse coach Keith Fletcher ("Pass, that's 
the TCCB's job"). The coach and manager for 
their part had a nice cup of tea. The players 


went to the beach, the golf course or the 
shops. Praaice after all would only make the 
team stale. But at that rate the team should 
peak just before the turn of the century. 

The Australians were committed, keen and 
thoroughly professional. The Poms were not. 
There were loo many individuals in the side; a 
result of the county system which has become 
fcebled by its very struaure, the seven day a 
week commuter syndrome, every day 
another trip to the office, no real price for 
failure, get another chance to bat or bowl 
tomorrow, assuming you are still awake (or 
alive) after another numbing journey on an 
English motorway. As one English journalist 
put it, "the real difference is not talent, but 
attitude. Australians play tough and it breeds 
mental toughness. England has a weak 
cricketing structure and a pretty flabby and 
indisciplined social one as well." Len Hutton, 
the late English batsman who retired to the 
press box, once said of playing in Australia, 
"Out there the ball is hard, the stumps are 
hard, the pitches are hard and the people are 
hard; and you've got to be hard to beat them." 

Another cricketer turned media man 
Trevor Bailey had remarked, "to win the 
Ashes in Australia, you've got to plan it like a 
military campaign.” This tour was planned 
more like a party which had its share of 










dropouts and gate crashers. 

"Test match programming these days is 
very difficult," Athenon said after the series. 

"I don't think you will find too many 35-36 
year- olds extending their careers. The game is 
now more and more for younger players. 
England needs a fit and mobile side in the field 
above all else." 

As for his own position the 26-year-old 
leader is extremely self-critical and frank. 

" Results are what a captain stands and falls by. 
Nobody gets 10 out of 10 in this job and Tm 
still learning. But Tm not the world's worst 
and I hope to get better." 


Atherton even sought some advice and 
reassurance mid-tour from former Aussie 
captain Ian Chappell. In Adelaide,he had an 
instructive dinner with the older Chappell. "It 
was very useful," Atherton said, "He told me 
that I had one or two problem areas in my 
captaincy, but that I was a young bloke on a 
learning curve and nobody could expect 
perfection." 

Atherton had been weighed down by an 
expectation of disproportionate proportion 
with his youth, inexperience and most 
importantly, the resources at his disposal. 

And by the end of it all even the rowdy 
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Hm Mly tbiM whM Am 'Barmy Army* were silenced by increased their airport departure tax recently, 

SSm^Mtewnthair embarrassment hiding their famous banner forang each English player to pay A$27 

tak «VM at • ChrMnn which referred to the Aussies as descendents (about R$,600) for the pnvilege of leaving 

Mit|f.PielimalwimMflia of English criminals who were deported to the Australia The truth of the matter as Martin 

toMllobwto deserted island of Australia * We came here Johnson put it, is that, 'Australians are proud 

dnaa with backpacks, you with ball and chain ' it to represent their country Sadly some of our 

read lot play for their country because they get paid 

When It was tune to leave, the Poms were for it Until that attitude changes, whatever 

sent home with a lesson in humility Back the authonties do—revamp the county 

home the media had overcome its outrage championships, disqualify everyone old 
over their team's tour disaster replaang it by a enough to need a shave or zip around the 
weary resignation—so habitual has losing field on roller skates—won't matter a hoot * 

became for England Question is does anyone give a hoot 

And Just to add insult to injury, Australia anyway'> • 
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FOCUS 


T hey joke that she launches 
more perfumes than she wins 
tennis tournaments. They say 
that she has been the biggest 
disappointment in women's tennis. 
They suggest that she has lost 7r'. They 
write that she no longei has the 
confidence or the consistency to go 
any further. 

Is the career of Gabriela Sabaiini on 
a steep downhill? Will history 
remember her more for her looks and 
her beauty than her tennis? Should 
we just write her off as a prodigy who 
peaked too early and couldn't 
maintain that success.^ 

They are tough questions—^to 
which many have tough answers. To 
the extent that Sabatini may have 
even abandoned interest in the game. 

Gaby though refutes the allegations 
saying, "Never. Probably at some 
point last year I thought of taking 
some time off, which 1 did a little bit 
after Wimbledon and that helped me a 
lot. I needed a break because you 
know I just wasn't enjoying being on 
the court." Incidentally she was 
knocked out at Wimbledon '94 in the 
fourth round and in the first at the 
French Open. 

The break probably helped her to 
break a two-year victory drought and 


GABRIELA SABATINI M 


ALL 


SHOW. 
NO BIZ 


She sends h earts 
aflutter, she launches 
■ ■ perfumes, roses and 

dolls. But s adly, that is 
all Gabriela 
Sabatini m ay be 
remembered for 
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Sabatini waa alwaya conaldarail ona of tha 
mora olaaiorpua tanaia playara on tha circuit 
Bui will aba ba ramambarad only far bar 
axploHaalftba court? 

she won two titles leading up to the 
Australian Open in January. '1 never 
ever thought that I would not capture 
a title for two years/' she says of the 
period which began from the Italian 
Open in 1992. "I was hoping it would 
happen and it has/' she said after 
winning the prestigious VirginicuSlims 
late in '94. "It is great to know that the 
game is there." 


And then suddenly a few weeks 
later the game wasn't there any 
longer. With Sabatini being bundled 
out by an unheard of player in the first 
round of the Australian Open she 
spent the remainder of the time in 
Melbourne not contemplating her 
future but promoting her 
endorsements and video recording 
sights of Melbourne city. 

Sabatini bunt into tba tannia circuit wHb a lot 
of fuomioor but unfbftunatoly navor Ihrod up to 
oxpoetatioiii 







No wonder it is said that today her 
life outside tennis generates as much 
news as her efforts on court The two 
year viLii)ry drought proved a 
prolessional fiustraiion and Gaby 
admits that she built a life outside the 
circuit to combat that ''If you only 
play tennis, u could be veiy tiring. 
When I wasn't doing so well on court, 
I needed to compensate " 
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A stylish shotmaktr, Sabatini has that unique 
mix of Latin mystique and athleticism which 
which makes her a favourite among tennis fans 

And compensate she did by 
building up her hank balance. Her 
projects run from perfume (she 
launched Gabriela Sabatini in '90 
Magnetic in '92 and Cascaya last 
year), a multimillion dollar contract 
with Pepsi (the first female athlete to 


be signed by the soft drinks giant), and 
endorsements for Yamaha racquets, 
Sergio Tacchini sportswear, Fuji 
cameras, Ray Ban sunglasses and 
recently a Gaby doll. In 1992„a rose 
was named after her which is now 
being sold along side her new book 
"My Story'' 

"I want kids to know how I got to be 
a professional tennis player," she says 






c u s 



B orn in Buenos Aires on 16 May 
1970, the 5 ft 8 inch righthander 
burst into the tennis scene when as a 
14-year-old she became the youngest 
person to win a match at the US Open. 
Two years later, the girl who began 
playing when she was seven years old, 
became the youngest person to reach 
the semis at Wimbledon. Her biggest 
career win has been the 1990 US Open 
in which she beat Steffi Graf in a 
gruelling final. Sabatini hasn't been in 
a grand slam final since Wimbledon in 
'91 and since the end of 1993 she 
dropped out of the top three in the 
rankings. The girl who loves 
motorcycles and soccer is known for 
her remarkable backhand top spin but 
is known not to have a strong mind. 

"The mind obviously has a lot to do 
with tennis but there are a lot of other 
things that have to be there/' says 
Gaby who spends four hours on the 
courts every day, watches her diet like 
a hawk, and spends an hour and a half 
everyday in the gym. "If you have the 
confidence in all these things, then 
you can give it your all, " opines 
Sabatini. 

Asked to gaze into the crystal ball, 
Sabatini doubts she will be playing 
tennis in another eight years. "1 want 
to do other things, I want to have a 
family." 

As for the opportunity to gel to the 
top of women's tennis she says, "I still 
want it. Technically I'm there." 


MfpORT 

defending her decision to do the 
autobiography." What the sacrifices 
are, the ups and downs, my feelings 
about it. But I also write that it is very 
important for children to develop 
themselves beyond tennis, enjoy life, 
spend time with their families. It's 
important to feel good about 
themselves." 

Sabatini herself often goes home to 



lilt *91 French Open was OM of the lowest 
points in Saholinra enroor whom she crashoil 
out in the first round. 

relax in her ranch in Argentina run by 
her father Oswald. Her second home is 
in Key Biscane, Florida. 

Gaby's popularity came early, 
when in 1987 Wimbledon bail boys 
gathered her sweaty towels 
and sold them for 10 poundsieach. 


But after she's finished her career. 
Gaby would like to become a singer, 
and she may be more successful in 
that field rather than in becoming 
tennis' No. 1. She sings often at tennis 
parties and for a period she also took 
guitar lessons, but on finding that 
travelling everywhere with a guitar in 
tow was too tiresome, Sabatini has 
put the lessons on hold for some time. 

But whatever happens in the 
future. Gaby will be remembered as a 
stylish shotmaker, while her Latin 
mystique artfully packaged gave her 
$7 million in endorsements. She is the 
perfea blend of athleticism and 
beauty; the epitome of a woman 
athlete in the '90's. 

Andy O'Brien, Melbourne 
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Yes, believe it or not, there are still a 
few left and NATALIA ZVEREVA 
leads the breed that is going extinct 


I N a sporting arena where the 
smell of testosterone hangs 
heavy and competition is 
practically a fetish; where 
winning is divine and failure 
unthinkable; where there are no 
second prizes and when your triumph 
or defeat is offered up as 
entertainment for the viewing 
pleasure of millions, there is no lime 
to be a character. You only live and 
breathe by the racket and ball. No time 
for anything else. 

To this rule in contemporary tennis, 
Natalia Zvereva is one refreshing 
exception. If I told you that the 
23-year-old Belarussian was a 
character, you would probably say, 
"Yeah, so are many others." 

No, but that's not true. We would 
not waste so many columns on these 
pages for a person who will never ever 
be at the top of women's tennis, unless 
Natalia is something very special. 

Yes, Natalia was an outstanding 
junior; with triumphs in three of the 
girl's grand slam events. But she never 
quite lived up to her potential in 
singles, although once, in 1988, she 
was a French Open finalist and was 
blasted 6-0, 6-0 by Steffi Graf in one of 
the most one sided grand slam finals 
ever. 

And Zvereva has no pretensions of 
becoming the best women's player in 
the world. But, by any yardstick, she is 
a class act, a kind of character tennis 
needs more of. She may be dressed to 
play tennis but in her mind, she is 


always prepared to entertain the 
spectators. 

She may not be the No. 1 women's 
tennis player but she is sure as hell the 
first player you'd invite if you were 
having a party. She has got to be the 
most refreshing, extroverted 
personality on the tennis scene—the 
WTA's counter to Andre Agassi's 
showbiz. 

At this year's Australian Open, 
Zvereva was one of the most written 
about and talked about sideshows. In 
her quaner-final match against 
eventual champion, Mary Pierce, she 
mimicked Pierce's exagerrated walk 
and her strange shaking of the hip 
from side to side when she returns 
serve. Again, in the doubles final (in 
which she and Gigi Fernandez lost to 
Sanchez Vicario and Jana Novotna), 
she performed giant high fives with 
her partner as if Gigi were Curtley 
Ambrose. And she attempted 
amplified fist pumps that would put 
Leander Paes to shame. And she did all 
this while wearing a scarf that made 
the Agassi bandanna look passe. 

During the prize distribution, she 
received a toy kangaroo in defeat and 
promptly did an impromptu kangaroo 
skip dance with Gigi when it was her 
turn to speak. And she didn't say the 
normal, boring things tennis players 
say, like "I'd like to thank the 
sponsors, blah, blah, blah". Instead in 
an emotional voice, she thanked her 
partner, for being such a good friend 
and spoke about how playing doubles 



professional; 






strengthens their already good’ 
friendship. You would have thought 
that they had won the 
championships. In faa, Natalia, a 
stylish strokemaker, has enjoyed most 
of her success in recent years as a 
doubles player. 

In 1994, for the second successive 
year, she and Gigi suffered the bitter 
experience of being denied a Grand 
Slam through an unexpected defeat at 
the last hurdle, the U.S. Open. Her 
doubles wins have contributed a lot 
towards the five and a half million 
dollars prize money she has won in 

her career. The lively and 

independent girl who still lives in her 

birthplace of Minsk agrees that she 

could work harder on her game but is 
too lazy. It is known on the circuit that 


"I am always 
looking for a 
change. I change 
rny hair, change 
my name, change 
my- I don't know. 
It's something 
exciting." 


S Natasha can beat anybody.or lose 

to anybody. Off court, she loves 
dancing, watching basketball, riding 
motorcycles and reading Dostoyevsky. 

At the players' party, at the '95 
Australian Open, she dominated the 
dance floor with her sheer energy and 
exhibitionism. Before her match 
against Pierce, she went to one of the 
laser shooting stalls in Flinders Park 
and bounced off the walls. When the 

Centre Court at Flinders Park was 

flooded after rain damaged a drain 
pipe, Zvereva ran onto the 
waterlogged court and began 
swimming mock backstrokes. She 
began a wrestling match with Gigi, 
ftiHinB up flat on her back in the water. 

But her maddest act came on an 
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''Sometimes, I get 
this huge rush of 
adrenalin in my 
blood and I get 
totally whacko." 


teenage admirers, all wearing bra-like 
bikini tops, cheered her every move 
during a doubles match They even 
earned placards with Nat and Gigi on 
it As she was about to walk off the 
court after the match, Zvereva did a 
little stunt and raised her shirt, 
repeatedly flashing her bra at them 
The crowd went berserk although the 
WTA was a little less thnlled ordenng 
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/UllM AanMlIiQ Zwtm 

alltiilioii for ^ ol(Qowt Mlict 
hor on-court ploy*. . 

that Zvereva face a Players' ., 
Committee in March. Irpnically, ibe is 
a hard-working committee jnekttl^r ^>, 
thcWTA. " ' ^ 

In Melbourne, she led the players' 
charity drive for the victims of the 
Japanese earthquake; collecting cash 
and personal belongings which were 
auctioned off and all the money which 
was collected was then handed over 
for the viaims. 

Even though her tennis is as 
reckless as her behaviour, she has 
played well enough and often enough 
to hang around the Top 10. always 
threatening but never quite managing 
to challenge the top half dozen or so 
women. 

She spends a lot of time reinventing 
herself and she does that at such a rate, 
that she would even impress 
Madonna. She has her own 
motorcycle at home in Minsk, but 
here in Melbourne, because she was 
seeded eighth she was entitled to a 
counesy car. But instead, of using the 
car. she asked for a Harley Davidson 
and was seen riding it,clad in 
traditional biking leathers. She loves 
Led Zeppelin and Mettalica and loves 
eating Indian food and something she 
calls 'Califoriental'. All this while 
living in Belarus! 

Natalia has now changed her name 
to Natasha and all the players know 
her by that name. The name 'Natalia' 
only appears in her passport and in the 
WTA Players' Guide. 

"I thought it would be nice for a 
change. I'm always looking for a 
change. I change my hair, change my 
name, change my—I don't know. It's 
something exciting." says Zvereva, 
who is the only top tennis player, who 
doesn't have a coach because she 
doesn't think it necessary. Like we 
said she is a class act! 

Here's a question Natasha: describe 
yourself in less than ten words or so? 

"Sometimes. 1 get this huge rush of 
adrenalin in my blood and I get totally 
whacko." 

Amen. Natasha. Don't ever leave.# 


Andy O'Brien. Melbourne 






BOUND 
FOR 
GLORY! 



David Coulthard is the new kid in Formula One racing and by the looks 
of it may emerge as a champion in due course 



BY K.O. JACOB 


P RESSURE—that undefinable 
situation that sportspersons 
find themselves in, ever so 
often. It is a sort of numbness 
that athletes and sportspersons 
experience when they suddenly find 
themselves in the hot seat, left vacant 
by their highly capable 
contemporaries. And which seat 
could be hotter than the one left 
vacant by one Ayrton 
Senna—arguably the finest FI driver 
of all time. 

After Senna's tragic death at the San 
Marino Grand Prix, it was David 
Coulthard, till then the team Frank 
Williams' test driver, who found 
himself in the driver's seal. Indeed the 
pressure of getting into F1 racing by 
default and then filling up for the 
greatest FI driver that ever lived was 



enormous. The enormity of the 
situation would have taken its toll on 
any driver not having the 'Right 
Stuff', but this 23-year-old Scotsman 
seems to have that in abundance. 

Coulthard, the latest name in FI 
racing did indeed perform creditably 
in his maiden venture into FI racing 
and at the end managed to convince 
Frank Williams to make him Damon 
Hill's teammate. "I am delighted to 
have concluded a deal with David 
because he has proved his worth both 
as a test and grand pnx driver. I have 
no doubt he has a successful future 
ahead of him," explained Frank 
Williams. Coulthard proved his worth 
in the '93 Grand Prix circuit—he 
drove in eight races, and eventually 
finished eighth in the overall 
championship, scoring 14 points. On 
his last appearance for team 
Rothmans Williams Renault in '93 he 
finished second behind teammate 
Damon Hill in the Portuguese GP. He 
was then replaced by former world 
champion Nigel Mansell for the final 
three GP's last year. 

In fact, after the last race at 
Adelaide, the question being asked 
around was whether Frank Williams 
and Rothmans Williams Renault 
would persist with Nigel Mansell in 
their championship bid for '95. But 
eight races for the team by Coulthard, 
the advantage of his age (2 3 to 
Mansell's 41) and the huge difference 
in the going rates of the drivers made 
everybody in the Williams Renault 
camp opt for the Scotsman. 

However, the decision to go for 
Coulthard was not formed solely on 
the basis of the reasons stated above. 
In only eight races, Coulthard proved 
that the talent that was put on show 
could eventually make him a great FI 
driver and probably even a potential 
world champion. Also visible in that 
short span was a competitive fire, a 
certain hardness that surfaced from 
this friendly, urbane driver once he 
took the steering wheel of a FI 
machine. 

It was this competitive fire, this 
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spirit to that made Jackie Stewart, 
another r^sKrig^egend from Scotland 
remark, "He ha« the abUity tp improve 
his position very quickly aftei'lea^vij^ 
the grid, to take adtPSsntag^ pf 
tentativeness of the other efrivers^on 
the first lap. Great natural talent 
doesn't always have that positive 
edge. David has it. He still has much to 
prove about himself but, on what we 
have seen so far, he has every chance 
of becoming a serious player in grand 
prix racing." 

Another facet of Coulthard's that 
came to light was his unmasked 
aggression on the starting grid. His 
uncannily quick starts were rated by 
many as impulsive risks that could be 
avoided because of the danger it 
involved. But David Coulthard shrugs 
off this trait as calculated aggression. 
"It amazes me how cautious other 
people can be on the first lap. I don't 
think 1 take unnecessary risks. I work 
on the old principle that when in 
doubt you do nowt. It's a matter of 
knowing your limits and knowing the 
limits of the car, appreciating the 
implications of having cold tyres, cold 
brakes and so on, but still taking the 
real opportunities without hestitation 
whenever they present themselves," 
was the reason Coulthard proferred. 

Coulthard maintains that his style 
of driving is a result of his kart driving 
days. "The essence of what I bring to 
the job of driving was developed in 
karts. My thought processes, the wav I 
look upon the machine from behind 
the wheel, and feel the car through 
the wheel, are much the same as how 
they are in karting," argues 
Coulthard. In fact, he dominated the 
Scottish karting scene from '83 to '88 
and also won the British Super One 
Kart Championship. It was in 1989 
that he began his single seater racing 
career by winning the Junior Formula 
Ford Championships. In 1991 / he 
came second in the British Formula 
Three Championships and then 
progressed to the European Formula 
3000 Championship where he came 
ninth in 1992. 

Though it took Coulthard six years 
to get into mainstream FI racing he 
made it known that he was here to 
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stay He has always maintained that 
he would be competing with Damon 
Hill on level terms and will not be 
encumbered by any assumption that 
he would behave and drive like a 
second-rate driver Though the 
season's first race, the Argentinian GP, 
will only be Coulthard s ninth Grand 
Prix, he has been asserting that he be 
treated on par with teammate Hill for 
whom this will be the third year in F1 
racing In the last season, there were a 
couple of occasions when senous 
differences erupted between 
Coulthard and Hill In two races 
Coulthard got ahead of Hill and 
remained there not letting Hill 
through by moving over as No 2 
drivers are expected to do 
Sceptics even wondered if the 

CouMiard flankad by his Canadian oirtffnand 
Andraa Murray and one off tha anginaars ffrom 
tha Rothnians--Willianis taam, whan ha took 
soma tima offff ffrom tasting 


Coulthard climbod tha podium just ones sinco 
his fforay into FI racing. Ho cams second to 
Damon Hill (in tha middia) at tho Portuguaso 
6P Mika Hakkinon cams third 

tension that existed between the two 
would be a hindrance to the 
Rothmans Williams Renault team 
But at the moment both the egos seem 
to be on an even keel 

Coulthard had remarked last year, 
when Ayrton Senna was killed and 
Damon took over the car Ayrton had 
been driving, and I was brought into 
the second car, things were bound to 
be difficult I was trying to prove 
myself and 1 think his frustration was 
as much with the team for not 
requesting me to move over as with 
me for not letting him through I felt it 
was totally unreasonable to expect me 
to move over when we had not agreed 
on anything of the kind " 

Though Coulthard is Damon Hill's 
apprentice and a total novice to the 




vicious circuit of FI racing, his 
self-respea and confidence demands 
that he be treated as Hill's equal, a 
driver in his own nght. 

A realistic individual, Coulthard has 
realised fully that it would be a while 
before he made winning a habit in 
Formula One raang. It has dawned on 
him that he does have a chance to 
succeed in FI raang but will need 
some more exposure to come to grips 
with the total scenario "I reckon I'll 
need the first four grand prix, in 
Argentina, Brazil, Japan and Monaco, 
to find my feet. By the time we get 
back to Burope, 1 mean to be aiming 
for the podium in every race," is how 
:oulthard views his prospects. 

He has also realised the 
responsibilities that come with the 







job. It was a responsibility for which 
he had been groomed from an early 
age—he fiist drove a kart when he 
was eight years did. He has also come 
to terms with the cut-throat scenario 
that exists in the world of FI racing, a 
world where only one thing 
counts—performance. 

''About 200 people are employed 
by Williams to get two cars on the grid, 
to provide you with a racing car. 
When rm in that car, because I am in 
control doing the thing I do best in life, 
I have no doubt 1 can do a good job for 
those people. But when I am out of the 
car, I think, 'Jesus, this is some 
responsibility'," said Coulthardat the 
be^nning of the year when he was 
confirmed as the second driver for the 


Wiliiams-Renault team. 

From Twynholm, a tiny village in 
Scotland, to the top rungs of one of the 
world's most glamorous sport, 
Coulthard has come a long way. But 
the son of a haulage contraaor still 
retains that old-world charm so 
difficult to come by in today's world of 
competitive sport David Coulthard 
still retains the humility to 
acknowledge the part played by his 
father Duncan, in moulding his 
character." I like to think 1 am the 
way I am because of my upbringing. 
My father will be at every grand prix 
he can get to this season. He was 
always the driving force while my 
mother was the relaxing influence. 

My father is an all or nothing man," 
said Coulthard. 


David Coulthard has finally arrived. 
Now in the topmost echelons of FI 
racing it will not only be his father's 
and Andrea Murray's (his Canadian 
girlfriend) eyes that will be trained on 
him, expecting him to win. The entire 
world of FI racing wiU be scrutinising 
every move he makes. 

The pressure is enormous and his 
first slip-up could also be his last. In 
the meantime, this Scotsman will just 
have to hang in there, and prove to all 
that he aaually has the tenacity he 
has been credited with. 

Hey, what was that about, 'when 
the going gets tough, the tough gets 
going'? 

Maybe they're playing your song, 
ace.# 
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F ast bowlers come m all 

shapes and sizes. Some sleek 
(Imran Khan), some burly 
(Wes Hall), others gigantic 
(Joel Garner) or minute (Malcolm 
Marshal). Each with his own personal 
trade mark, be it cold, hard, 
as$assin*like aggression (Dennis 
Lillee) or the grace of a jungle cat 
(Michael Holding). 

Yet no special feature can be 
attributed to Au^traliaS present 
demolition man, Craig McDermoit, 
who simply goes about knocking 
down wickets in an icy, unsmiling, 
business-like manner, absolutely 
certain of only one thing—that he is 
fated to be the next greatest fast 
bowler. An honour which is presently 
being held by none other than Dennis 
Lillee who has 355 Test wkkeis to his 
credit. And in his quest McDermott 
has been given a push in the right 
direction, being voted the Player of 
the Series as well as the International 
Cricketer of the Year after the fifth and 
final Ashes Test match 
Rumours were rife, just before the 
Ashes series 

Down Under could commence that 
the Australian selectors were not 
satisfied with McDermott's 
performance in Pakistan in October; 
that he looked out for himself and left 
all the hard work to the younger 
bowlers, Glenn McGrath, Jo Angel 
and Damien Fleming; and that "Billy 
the kid", as he is known, was about to 
be axed from the national side. 

These rumours were heard by 


McDermott too, who, disturbed by 
the lack of trust being invested in him 
and his ability, bulldozed his way 
through the Brisbane Test, shattering 
the English team's precarious 
confidence, leaving pieces of it 
scattered all over the Gabba. Graeme 
Hick, on the road to recovering his 
form, was handed a nightmare of an 
innings, eventually going down to a 
well-directed McDermott 
short-pitched delivery. 

It was, in fact, for Shane Warne that 
England had put on their armour. But 
before he could have a go at them, 
McDermott punched a rather big hole 
in their batting line up, taking six 
wickets on those humid second and 
third days of the Brisbane Test. Thus it 
was McDermott who set the lone fora 
senes in which his bowling was every 
bit as destructive and devastating for 
the English batsmen as Warne's was. 
Even the hard working Mike Gatling 
and John Crawley, could not steer 
England out of dangerous waters, 
despite bravely resisting the onslaught 
of the Australian leg-break bowlers, 
and the second new ball handled 
skilfully by McDermott. Then as if the 
work done by him in the morning was 
not enough, the post-lunch period 
brought out a rejuvenated 
McDermott who launched a fresh 
attack on the English, bowling i I 
consecutive overs in which he took 
two wickets while conceding only 22 
runs. He may have taken the 
remaining seven on another day. 

Crawley was McDermott's first 
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International Cricketer Of The Year, CRAIG McDERMOTT is 
determined to become Australia's highest wicket-taker 
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vtaim, pushed to his limit by a volley 
of precise bouncers which obviously 
fared him. Then came Gatting,s turn, 
whose tendency to play fast bowlers at 
the crease was exposed with a clever 
md calculated mixture of 
put-swingers and off-cutters and 

E 'ariations in pace by McDermott. But 
he stubborn Getting stood his 
:round and refused to go down 
Mthout a fight. He made sure of a 
Century, despite showing strains of 
he tough time he had had with 
McDermott throughout the tour. 

Crawley too survived McDermott's 
jnlea^ed fury, but not before 
<uffetlng something dose to a 


whiplash in an attempt to avoid a 
delivery which came kicking up at 
him as he stood to defend His fragile 
confidence was shaken by this and he 
was immediately bowled, quite 
docdely in faa, by a Wame ball which 
pitched outside leg stump 
Just a fraaion of the total effect 
McDermott had on the Englishmen 
can be gleaned from the fact that he 
has taken almost 30 wickets in the 
conduded Ashes series. And this 
paints the portrait of a sophisticated 
fast bowler, who is already second on 
Australia's list of all-time 
wicket-takers, who is a very economic 
bowler and who took important 


wickets at crucial moments, 
weakening the English psyche 
enough to let Wame finish what he 
started 

Craig McDermott is an athlete, 
powerful, fired by an ambitious drive 
to achieve He is as fit and as 
committed as any other Australian 
sportsman In manner he may be 
what has been described as mean, 
surly and ruthless He may be 
unpopular But he is a formidable 
adversary and as such, is definitely not 
a man you'd want on the opposite 
side, hurling bombs at you. ^ 

Stephanie Sweeney 



INTERVIEW 


"India Can Compete 
With The Besf' 


Rustam Akramov loves anything Indian. Talk footbath however, 
and he knows his job. The newly appointed chief 
coach of the national football team details his credentials and 
responsibilities in an exclusive interview 


F ORTY-seven-year Rustam 
Akramov is a jovial man, an 
admirer of Raj Kapoor and a 
legendary football coach in 
Uzbekistan. He has helped the 
unfancied Uzbeks win the football 
gold medal, at the 1994 Hiroshima 
Asian Games. Since then he has been 
sought by numerous clubs and 
countries in Asia. Fortunately he has a 
penchant for India and anything 
Indian and wants to coach our 
national team. To rope in an 
experienced coach like Akramov is a 
major achievement, a shot in the arm 
for AIFF president Mr. Priya Ranjan 
Das Munshi and secretary Mr. P.P. 
Lakshmanan. 

Akramov will be India's fifth 
foreign coach since 1981. He is, 
however, the youngest of the five. He 
is not only a professional but has an 
urge to achieve excellence for Indian 
football. 

SPORTSWORLD: Could you give 
us a brief background about your 
playing and coaching career. 
AKRAMOV: I started school football 
in Tashkent. Later I played school 
football in Moscow, for the Central 
Army School. Then I started with a 
second division club. I next joined the 
Sports Club of the Army. My playing g 
career was biief. When 1 was | 

25-years-old, I staned working as a q 
coach. After qualifying as a coach, I s 
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worked with Pakhtakor for twelve 
years, from 1975 to 1987. Then I had 
an assignment in Algeria and went 
there. There, I worked with two 
teams, Benimeses and Uzma, for four 
and a half years. After 1 returned, in 
19921 coached the Uzbekistan 
national football team. My best 
achievement has been to help them 
win five international tournaments, 
m the period between 1992-94 
including the Asian Games gold medal. 

What is the difference between 
African football and Asian 
football. Surely you noticed 
something in the course of your 
tenure in both countries? 

Lot, lot, so many, so many. Algerian 
players play according to the 
situation. However, the Uzbek 
players, have better ball control and 
play according to a more definite 
European style; lots of running, speed 
and combined moves Algerian 
players, use the African or Brazilian 
style, with emphasis on ball skills and 
dribbling. 

Before the 1994 Asiad,. did you 
think that Uzbekistan could win 
the football gold medal? 

(Laughing) No, Before the Asian 
Games, I think our team would play 
some and win some matches. 
However, we won all our matches, 
beating Saudi Arabia, Malaysia (5-0), 
Hong Kong 1-0, Thailand 5-0 and 
then Turkmenistan in the quarter 
finals 3 -0. In the semi-finals we upset 
four times World Cup qualifiers. 

South Kbrea, 1 -0 and then beat China 
4-2. 

After the Asian Games, many 
countries and clubs must have 
approached you. Why did you opt 
for India? 

Because I like India very, very, much. 
The people of Uzbekistan like the 
people of India. There are a lot of 
similarities. Then AFC secretary Mr 
Peter Vellapan spoke to me about the 
prospea of going to India. The AIFF 
secretary Mr Lakshmanan and Mr Das 
Munshi persuaded me to come to 
India. The AIFF spoke to me about i 
eight times, before I decided to work I 



with the national team of India. I am 
coming here with pleasure. I hope to 
enjoy my work and improve the 
prevailing football standards in India. 
My favourite song is Mera Joota Hai 
Japan/sung by Mukesh. There is one 
Indian restaurant Sangam near my 
house. I eat there and so have no 
problem adjusting to the Indian way 
of life. 

Have you seen any Indian clubs in 
action? 

Yes, I was in Calcutta for the IFA 
Shield in 1993 with Pakhtakor club, 
which won the tournament, beating 
Pavlador of Kazakhstan in the final. I 
liked the performance of the three 


Calcutta clubs, Mohun Bagan, 
Mohammedan Sporting and East 
Bengal. Even with many national 
players in my club team, we could not 
win in regulation or extra time with 
Mohun Bagan. The match ended in a 
goalless draw. We only won in the 
tie-breaker. Mohun Bagan was very 
impressive and I am happy with the 
peHormance of their players. The way 
they played in 1993, they could rank 
amongst the best clubs in Asia. 

Any Indian players impressed 
you, during the IFA Shield? 

Many. But the most impressive were 
Mohun Eagan's Nigerian midfielder 
Bernard Oparanozie, goalkeeper 
Tanumoy Bose and Mohammedan 
Sporting left winger Pratap Senapati. I 
cannot remember the other names. 
However, the techniques and basic 
skills of Calcutta footballers are very 
high and can be compared to any team 
in Asia. But I was surprised to see that 
many of them use the long pass a lot, 
like English football. 1 do not think 
this suits Indian football They should 
play with greater ball control, like 
Bulgaria, Italy and Holland. 

What are the areas in which 
Indian footballers should make 
an effort to improve? 

That's a difficult question for me just 
now as I have not devoted time with 
the teams. However, I feel there is not 
much difference between Indian and 
World Cup qualifiers Saudi Arabia. 
They both do not play much one 
touch football and hold on to the ball 
for a long period of time. If India starts 
clicking as a national team, they can 
compete with the best in Asia. The 
players need to have confidence in 
their abilities and lots of international 
exposure. 

How long do you hope to be the 
national coach of India? 

I cannot say for certain. I came here to 
give good results to Indian football. It 
may come in one year or two or three 
years. My aim is to produce good 
results for Indian football. 

Interviewed by Novy Kapadia and Ghaus 
Mohammed 




FOCUS 


What makes Eric 
Cantona tick? 
SUBHASH SARCAR 
analyses the 
footballer and the fiend 


I T was an unforgettable 

sight—and slightly outrageous 
too The talented French and 
Manchester United striker, Enc 
Cantona had been booked by the 
referee during a hotly-contested 
match against Crystal Palace under 
floodlights As Cantona was walking 
off the field to tne players' seaion, his 
face livid and red his eyes hooded in 
anger, a fan provocatively hurled 
abuses at him Then, within the flash 
of an eye, all hell broke loose but not 
before it was caught unernngly by the 
TV cameras 

Cantona jumped out, feet flailing 
out kung-fu style and attacked the 
spectator (Martin Simmons) The 
attack was so funous and so 
unbecoming of a player of Cantona's 
demi-God status that there was 
widespread criticism of Cantona's 
belligerance, causing the English 
football offiaals to spew venom and 
condemnation 

Who would believe that last 
season's Player of the Year' in 
England Eric Cantona would become 
this season s enfant terrible'^ 
Shockingly, one fine January 
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morning this year, he saw a headline 
prodaimlng, "France Join United on 
Cantona Ban". Manchester United 
banned him for the rest of the season 
and perhaps France found it the most 
opportune moment to drop "their 
ill-reputed and controversial" star 
from the national team for the 
shameful act that he had committed. 
Who could now dare predict 
Cantona's future at this stage? 

The unsavoury incident outraged 
Manchester United director, Maurice 
Watkins who imposed a fine on 
Cantona wanting, "the maximum 
sum permissible" under his contract. 
Watkins further said that "the player 
fully accepts that Manchester United 
have considered its responsibilities 
both to the club and to the game as 
well." 

How could anyone believe that this 
was the same player who, in 1992 
converged on English soU, said that he 
found everything beautiful in 
England—imd the game of soccer even 
more beautiful. Like when he told The 
Guardian, then with pride that "a 
good goal is one which is important 
and beautiful. Football is the most 
beautiful of all the arts. I value truth, 
honesty, respect for one another, 
compassion and understanding." 

All these traits no longer seem to be 
present in Cantona. And if so, would 
anyone testify to them? 

That eventful day, Cantona who 
had scored an abundance of goals for 
the various clubs that he played for, 
was in dismal form and failed to find a 
connection with his teammates 
because of the slushy ground 
conditions. Added to all this was a I 
dose of strict match supervision which 
only served to stoke his ire. The 
Frenchman became irritable thus 
easily falling piey to the referee's 
decision. In retrospect, it was a similar 
manner in which "the same sort of 
frustration plagued George Best and 
Diego Maradona." Yes, Cantona 
proved to be a maverick, the 
likes of which are unwanted— 
polluting the English football 

WaCsaliarlweaawtarMlMiupHmUt 
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atmosphere. Ironically, Manchester 
United had to enact the same 
punishment it had imposed on Best, 
the legendary genius, in 1972, at 
the prime age of 27. 

Eric Cantona's misbehaviour at 
Selhurst Park wasn't the only blemish 
of his controversial career. He had the 
reputation of suffering from 
fluctuating mood swings. And his 
reaaion towards the connoisseurs of 
the game is quite known. In March 
1993, he was fined £1000 for spitting 
at fans foliowing a Premier League 


match at Leeds in February. The fine 
was handed down by the Football 
Association. The spokeswoman of the 
disciplinary committee stated that, 
"Having given consideration to the 
matter, the Commission is satisfied 
that he is guilty of misconduct." 

And yet months later, Cantona was 
again a marked man. The UEFA's 
Disciplinary Committee reviewed 
Cantona's explanation of his outburst 
against the Swiss referee at the end of 
the match (against Galatasary in the 
European Cup). The distasteful 


comments he directed towards Kurt 
Rothiisberger gave him marching 
orders in the press only served to 
plunge Cantona into hot water. No 
matter how much he tried to save his 
skin, the French television's recorded 
comments stood in his way. Like he 
said: "I am certain that referees have 
been 'bought' in the European Cup, 
and I ask myself whether 
Rothiisberger had not also been 
bought". 

Ironically, Cantona fans defended 
him saying that he had reacted in the 
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heat-of-the-moment but this too was 
unfortunately inconsistent with 
Cantona's own admission that United 
had nobody but themselves to blame 
for their shabby performance. 

Perhaps, an apology would have been 
his best solution to the fiasco but the 
arrogant and volatile Cantona is made 
of different stuff: saying sorry is not 
part of the Cantona persona. 

Cantona doesn't care for anybody, 
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FOCUS 


nor does he have any respect for any 
individual. And some of his outbursts 
were downright uncivilised. He was 
beyond pardon when he literally 
called the former French national 
coach, Henri Michel a '"bag of shit". 
And shamefully yelled, "idiot" in the 
face of each member of the 
disciplinary panel that had suspended 
him for six months. 

These two examples just show that 
Cantona had staggered from one crisis 
to another, the climax coming when 
he was in trouble in America during 
the World Cup where he was 
handcuffed but "technically not 
arrested". People testified that, "he 
can be somewhat easily 
provoked...He is not the one to turn 
the other cheek to offensive 
behaviour." 

When Cantona deaded to play for 
United, after a stormy spell with Leeds 
United, everyone thought, "Cantona 
and Manchester United were a perfect 
marriage." Needless to say. United can 
boast of a rich history in the likes of 
Bobby Charlton, the game's great 
gentleman; the explosive Denis Law 
and the ultra-talented George Best. 
But then came Cantona, with a great 
footballing reputation but a bad 
personal one, amidst claims that he 
had driven offiaals and police to 
desperation at Auxerre, Bordeaux, 
Montpellier and Marseille. But one 
thing his former clubs all testify to was 
his rich skills, superb technique and 
limitless vision. 

Before he expressed his "love" for 
England, Cantona was asked to go on 
triala club decision which he viewed 
as an unforgiveable insult, for he 
considered himself world class. His 
reputation, he thought, was at stake 
and so he signed for Leeds instead of 
Trevor Francis' club. World Soccer 
put it into perspective, sayfng, 

"That Is Cantona's talent. Short fuse. 
Short term. He is a football catalyst." 
This praise worked in his 
favour and Manchester United 
hurriedly roped in Cantona for a 
fabulous £1 million. His induction 
soon paid rich dividends, for United 
managed to win the League title tdr 
the first time since 1967^t being 
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Cantona's third championship in 
three years for three teams. 

Rumours are that the mercurial 
striker ditched Leeds but according to 
him: "I spent some of the best months 
of my career at Leeds. I can 
understand that some people may feel 
that I let down the supporters, but I do 
not see it that way. I had a special 
relationship with those fans. I think 
they understood why I could not 
play." 

Then how come Cantona spat at a 
Leeds fans after a drawn encounter 
with United in 1993? 

Cantona is a roving professional; 
the kind of player who does not stick 
around with one club for too long and 
that he does not believe in playing in a 


Cantona laitas hit kand to calobralo his goal 
against Covontiy for tbo FA PromiorsMp in 
19 » 

team which runs on its formidable 
reputation, like Manchester United. 
"Why should I ever want to stay with 
one club for ten years—or even three 
years? I want to maintain my spiritual 
freedom," he confessed to World 
Soccer, 

But then as they say, 'Nobody is 
bigger than the spon' and the Cantona 
incident only puts things into 
perspective, coming as it does as a 
climax to a turbulent English football 
season in which both Grobbelaar and 
Peter Shilton fell prey to their own 
fame.... 

....And now Cantona • 
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TENNIS TALK 


TENNIS 

INDEX 


H OW lawyer and longtime 
friends Perry Rogers and 
Andre Agassi have invested 
Agassi's estimated $25 million 
fortune: 45% of Agassi's 
money in stocks, 35% in 
bonds, and the rest in cash for 
small deals. 

ERSON who finished 
fourth among females in a 
survey of American teenagers 
who were asked "Whom do 
you admire?": Steffi Graf. 

W HAT incoming US. 

Tennis Association 
president Les Snyder 
confidently said after the 
American Davis Cup team 
built a 2-0 lead against 
Sweden who then came back 
fora 3-2 semifinal victory in 
1994: "It looks like we have a 
final to host." 

N ickname that the 
disenfranchised people 
of Soweto, South Africa, gave 
Arthur Ashe when he first 
visited there in 1973: "Sypo" 
(Which means "Hope"). 

P ERSONAGES that the 
Women's Tennis 
Association initially suggested 
as candidates to fill their CEO 
position: Former British 
Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher, American Red 
Cross president Elizabeth 
Dole and former U.S. 
congresswoman Geraldine 
Ferraro. 

T^TUMBER of tournaments 
X 1 per year that Michael 
Stich believes all players 
should be required by the ATP 
Tour to play on each surface: 
At lei two. 


N umber of players on the 
Women's Tennis 
Association board of directors 
who have college, law or 
business degrees: O. 

H OW long the men's pro 
tour season should be, in 
John McEnroe's opinion: 8 to 
9 months. 


W ORLD top 10 player 
who says she doesn't 
want to be No. 1: No. 
8-ranked Kimiko Date. 

ER CENT of the times 
during USA's and CBS's 
television coverage of the 
1994 U.S. Open that at least 
one point was missed because 






of overly long commercial 
breaks: 67. 


L ength of time Lew Hoad 
required to take the 6>0 
first set against reigning pro 
king Pancho Gonzales in a 
1957 match at Wembley: 13 
minutes. 


S ports represented the 
most among the 2 5 
top-earning athletes in 1994, 
according to estimates by 
Forbes magazine: Tennis and 
boxing (5 athletes each). 

O NLY female athletes 
among the 40 

top-earning athletes in 1994, 
according to estimates by 
Forbes magazine: Steffi Graf 
and Gabriela Sabatini. 






R eason why French star 
Henri Cochet didn't show 
up for his first round match at 
11 a. m. for two straight days 
at the 1927 Pacific Southwef 
Championships: He informed 
tournament officials that "I 
don't play before 1 o'clock." 


T A THAT legendary acttess 
VY Katharine 
cmce wrote In a letter to 
Maithut NavratUi^: "What a 
tenrifylog, hut 
ymhvfti,'* 
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N umber of times that 
Andre Agassi has seen his 
aaresS'girlfiiend Brooke 
Shields in the Broadway play 
Grease: 14. 


N umber of points 
rocket-serving Goran 
Ivanisevic lost on his own 
serve in his 6-3,7-5,6-4 
victory over Atnos Mansdorf 
at the 1994 Wimbledon 
Championships: 6. 

R ecord number of aces 
for a WTA Tour event 
that Holland's Brenda Schultz 
hit at the 1994 DFS Classic: 22. 


W HAT Navratilova "pER CENT increase in the 

means in Czech-"She I sales of tennis dresses in . 

who returns " 1994, according to Mark TTOW Moscow ^yor Yun 

Mason, the president of the XlLuzhkov, during the 

N umber of tournaments United States Tennis Retailers 1994pavis Cup final, 

that U S Army Sgt. Association: 100. described tennis: "Like chess 

Frank Parker played in 1944, motion, 

besides the U. S. ^^ATION that refuses to 

Championships at Forest Hills A N allow any Wimbledon pER CENT increase in the 

which he won O television coverage of X projected sales of tennis 

women's matches: Saudi dresses in 1995, according to 


W HERE three-time Arabia. Mason: 100. 

Wimbledon singles 

champion John Newcombe pLAYER who ranked first T^UMBER of injuries and 

ranks John McEnroe on his ^or second in all four IN illnesses that have beset 


list of top 10 men's singles 
players since 1945-No 9. 

R etail price of the new 
Gabnela Sabatini doll. $2, 

495 

T otal number of clay 
courts in England as of 
January 1994, according to a 
British tennis magazine 15. 


IBM/ATP Tour return of serve 
statistical categories for 1994: 
Alberto Berasategui. 

T he largest team sporting 
event for youth on the 
African continent: The ITF 
African Junior Tennis 
Championships which 
attracts competitors from 35 
nations. 


world No. 1 Steffi Graf in her 
12-year pro career; 23. 

W HAT Billie Jean King, 
the star of the first 
women's professional tennis 
tour, did to promote it before 
playing her matches in the 
early 1970s: She handed out 
leaflets on street comers. 
Compiled by Paul Fein 
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I What IS the term, 

• 'Square'm a game of 
golP 

2 What IS common 
• between G B Shaw 
and Sunil Gavaskar'^ 

3 From where does the 
* .word 'Hockey' 
originate? 

4 Who IS the first fast 
• bowler to become the 
skipper of the West Indies 


team’ ■ 

5 Before 1948, a 

• marathon runner had 
to cover 26 miles but after 
that. It became 26 miles 
and 385 yards’ What was 
the reason for It’ 


6 What IS a 'perfect deal' 
* in bndge ’ 


7 Who IS the only player 
• of the Indian squad, 
which won the Prudential 


Cup, who had not played 


any international cncket 


match’ 


8 Michael Holding, has 
. a nickname 
'Whispering Death' Who 
gave him this name’ 


9 There is a common 
• term between 


AiitwartoQ.No.3’ 


CARTOONS BY ARTHUR CARD020 

# 




Answer to Q. No. 4 


athletics and heart surgery 
What's that’ 

Who was supposed 
•to take the fifth 
shot in the tie breaker for 
Braril, in the World Cup 
final’ 

I i A football match 
1 . starts with the'kick 
off' but what term is used 
to denote the start of an 
ice-hockey match’ 

William Maccram 
• introduced a rule in 
football What's that? 




ANSWERS 


1. Tie. 

2. Both hovethe same nlclcnaitie:'Sonny'. 

3. Front the AenchwMd'hoquet,’which 
means 1)eotstldk.' 

4 Courttiey Walsh. 

s. ‘the contestants for the 19480lyinplc 
tnarathfcm DKoe obSetved that after 
completing ^ stipulated disnmoe of 26 
miles, the Royal Box, was a further 385 
yards oirand they had to cover this 
additional distance. After the London 
Olymidcs, die distance for the marathon 
race was thus Increased to 26 miles 385 
yards. 

6 . Terfect deal'means, when a player gets 
all the 13 cards of a particular suit, e.g. 13 
dvbs/heartsetc. 

7. Sunil Valson. 

8. IMckyBJrd. 

p. Pkemaker. 

ip. Bebeta 

11 . HctoB. 

BatMjtyshpQtcnit. 


GOUTAMPANDEY, 
HATPUKUR, 
RAMRAJATALA, 
HOWRAH 7U-321, 

wrstben6al. 


47 






SPOTLIGHT 


ANDYO'BRieN, PgfllH 

E ngland captain Michael 
Atherton looked on with 
disgust as five of his batsmen 
fell for a paltry 27 runs 
towards the end ol the fourth day of 
the fifth and final Test of the Ashes 
senes at the WACA Atherton had his 
helmet off and was spitting on the side 
of the pitch during the final overs, 
testifying to the fact that a sour tour 
had turned absolutely toxic for him at 
the end 

Atherton was indeed witnessing a 
histone day in English cricket Not 


GOODBYE.. 

G&G 

Graham Gooch and Mike Gatting, disillusioned by 
their own failures in a one-sided Ashes series, 
bowed out of international cricket 






because his side was losing. No, that's 
become part of the ritual in English 
cricket now. That day the losing had a 
different twist, because the end of the 
disastrous series also signalled the end 
of an era in English cricket, an era in 
which twp of the batsmen he saw get 
oui were Graham Gooch and Mike 
Gatting ,two of the most durable 
cricketers in contemporary cricket, 
whose fluctuating career graphs 


Graham Gaoch aad Mika Gattino (right), twa af 
canlamparary crickal'a most anduring 
halaaiaii. Thair rotiraaiaiit will saa tha aad of 
on art for English criekat 




would have put a Disneyland roller - stubbornness, Gooch didn't lose those 
coaster to shame No one would have traits till the end, turning out for a net 
begrudged either of this duo a century on his last day as a Test cricketer, while 
in their last Test. But it ended so the other English players were still 

differently. So sadly. trudging, sleepily into the breakfast 

For Gooch it almost ended as it room 

began; with a duck, because he was "I always expeaed everyone to give 

dropped twice before he got off the the same level of commitment and I 
mark. Four runs later, luck eventually am not very tolerant of those who 
ran out for the 41 -year-old man with don't match up. It's been one of my 

the zappata moustache, who almost pnnaples. I'm a bit unflexible. Once I 
relived his first Test in 1975 when he get something into my head, that's it," 

was out for 'ducks' in both innings argued the former England captain 
Gatting fared no better, going out with who is known also for being intensely 
0,0 and 8 in his last three innings. An self-cntical 
emotional Gooch put it candidly after A distant, cheerless man with 

his last innings: "It started with a pair drooping shoulders and a quizzical 
and ended with a tear. I am feeling look, Graham Gooch bow^ out as an 

pretty emotional. I know it is the right ornament to the game. The third 
time to go, but there is still plenty of highest run-getter in Test history 

sadness because cricket has consumed (8,900 runs) behind Allan Border and 
a lot of my life." Known for his stria Sunil Gavaskar, and with 118 Tests 

discipline, work ethic and diehard the most capped Englishman, beating 
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Gower's 117. And you consider 
the many interruptions Gooch had in 
his career, it fs a remarkable record. 
Didn't he ever think he could beat 
Gavaskar and then Border's records? 
Perhaps if he didn't miss out on so 
much of Test cricket? 

'*1 would have liked to be No. I, but 
that is not possible. It's nice to have a 
few records, but it's not what I played 
the game for. I played to play good 
cnckei, to win, to enjoy myself and 
please the paying public," he said, 
defending his decision. 

Gooch, who will continue to play 
county cricket for Essex, says he could 
not live with his own failure, which is 
why he quit. Speaking very 
emotionally he said. "My )ob is to 
score runs and I wasn't doing that in 
the quantities that I expected of 
myself. I set standards for myself, but I 
was not obtaining the level of 


performances which I needed. 
Mentally, I can't handle a drop in my 
standards. You can't go on forever and 
at 41,1 think it's the right time. You 
don't lose your talent but you can lose 
the confidence to put it into practice." 

Gooch was always master of his 
own destiny, a brainy and determined 
batsman who could not deal with 
failure. After Max Walker and Dennis 
Lillee got him for a 'pair' on debut he 
spent three years in the wilderness. It 
was the first of many interruptions in 
a career that could otherwise have 
occupied quite a bit of space in the 
cricket record books. 

In 1989, miserable about his 
failures in the Ashes he asked to be 
dropped. He bounced back in 
sensational style scoring four Test 
centuries including his memorable 

Gooch aftor scoring his 300 against India at 
Lord's in *90. His most roamorablo innings over 


I 333 against India at Lord's in 1990. 
But to Gooch it wasn't this Test score 
that was most dear to him but the 
unbeaten 154 he hit at Headingley 
which beat the West Indies a year later. 

Gooch's profound disillusionment 
with himself also made him give up 
the England captaincy in 1992 and 
made him ask Essex to even drop him. 
Now at last it persuaded hinuo retire. 

Inclined to periods of doubt, by his 
own admission, one such spell 
brought about his defection to South 
Africa in 1982 for which he was 
banned for three years. Many thought 
that would be the end and that was 
all he deserved. He returned 
triumphantly and spent lour years as 
England captain during which he 
averaged 58 with the bat as against 36 
when among the ranks. It was a 
sub-conscious measure of his 
response to a challenge. He captained 



England for 34 Tests, losing 12 and 
winmng 10. 

"If I have a regret," hesays, "his that 
I did not realise bit by bit in my career 
that I needed to become more 
determined, more dedicated. Earlier I 
used to be pretty carefree." Ever the 
unyielding taskmaster and 
peiieaionist, he showed his anger 
with himself as he walked off for the 
last time at the WAC A while the 
Australian players shouted "Three 
cheers." Gooch remained, still the 
perfectionist, even when there was 
nothing left to say: except goodbye. 

F or 37>year-old Mike Gatting, it 
wasn't as emotional a departure 
since his recall (yet again) for this 
Ashes tour was a surprise in the first 
place. 

Gatting, who played 79 Tests mhis 
career, was considered fortunate lo 
play Test cricket again after spencQng 
more than 12 months out of the 


fialliM foaad iha goiai too taagh wbaa ha 
iolaad tho Eaglioh oMo aRar a U-Hwalh lay oil 
aad thoagh ha ocorad a oaalBiy, ha raalisotl 
that it woo the sad of the road wr hha 

England team. And although he 
produced his tenth century in the 
Adelaide Test of this series, it was his 
first Test century in seven years. The 
man whose highest score was the 207 
he hit in 1985 against India at Madras, 
had even become a journalist during 
his lay off, which most of his critics 
thought would be a [lermanent career 
move. 

Gatting's series aggregate of 182 
runs at an average of slightly more 
than 20 may have brought on his 
decision to retire. Afterall, it is better 
to pull yourself out rather than be 
thrown out. But Gatting (who has an 
aggregate of4,409 runs at a shade over 
36 per innings) claimed he had 
achieved the aim he had set at the start 
of the tour. 


"I tried as the others did too, to work 
hard to make sure things went right 
and that is all you can do," said the 
former England captain who will 
continue with Middlesex. "But Gooch 
has said it all. It is disappointing but we 
felt it was the right time to go." 
Gatting's hopes of an extended 
international Test career came 
crashing down in this series much the 
same way as any hopes England had 
of returning home with a semblance 
of respect. 

And just as the series ended and the 
thoughts of retirement had barely 
sunk into "Gatt* and "Goochy", then 
England captain Mike Atherton 
appealed to the England selectors to 
concentrate on youth for future sides. 
For just as old eras end, new ones 
should begin and both the now retired 
Englishmen will know the 
importance of that if England cricket is 
to lift itself out of the depths of the 
obvious slump it finds itself in now. # 
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I N T E R V I E W 


TAYLOR-MADE 
FOR SUCCESS 


An exclusive interview with Australian cricket captain MARK TAYLOR 


SPORTS WORLD: You've Just 
finished your first home series as 
Australian captain and now you 
are heading for the ultimate test: 
a series against the West Indies. 
How do you think your team can 
handle what is going to be a 
totaily different ball game? 

MARK TAYLOR Obviously the West 
Indies IS going to be tougher than 
playing I ngland We definitely need 
more than just players in the 
Caribbean if you want to win 
Nothing about our make-up worries 
me It s just whether we can be tough 
for about two months It really is a 
mental thing We're going to have to 
be tougher than we were against the 
Englishmen It was probably good 
that the Poms came back at us 
Because, there s no way that we can 
walk over to the Caribbean and expect 
to dominate four Test matches It s not 
going to happen Against the West 
Indies sell discipline IS important You 
must be switched on and ready to take 
any oppoitunities and against them, 
the opportunities are fewer 


One very important weapon in 
your arsenal is obviously Shane 
Warne. But there has been talk of 
injury and wear and tear due to 
overuse of the leg spinner. As 
captain, do you see it as your duty 
to protect Warne's career rather 
than grind him to the ground by 
overwork'^ 

People say how lucky I am to have 
Warncy in the side—and 1 am the first 
to agiee People worry about him 
being overbowled but it s very hard 
fo tgke him off because so often he 
iooEs like taking a wicket every over 
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As captain, 1 realise that what I have 
to guard against is that we are not 
relying solely on him I feel a bit 
concerned, I must admit, at the threat 
of burnout. 1 try to use him as a strike 
bowler and keep him as fresh as 
possible Tm trying to make sure that 
when he comes on for us, the primary 
objective for him is to take wickets, 
not just keep an end tied up 
About rumours of an injury, all I 
can say is that he is not carrying any 


injury At times, he gets a bit flat He 
doesn't need or want a rest I think 
everyone expects him to take eight 
wickets every time he walks out to 
bowl I thmk we've all seen enough 
cricket to know that's not going to 
happen Sometimes the problem is all 
to do with his action which he has 
been working on 

The Australians have had a long 
International season. Don't you 


think that there has been too 
much cricket, especially for you 
and your team. People get tired, 
need breaks, otherwise 
performance suffers? 

I don i blame anything on tiredness I 
think that tiredness is an attitude 
thing a mental thing 1 just love 
cncket and I think 1 speak for all the 
guys by saying that we are not having 
too heavy a schedule We have started 
our policy of resting our key bowlers 
When the side is playing well, 
everyone wants to keep playing 
That's where my job and Bob 
Simpson's job can be a bit lough But 
we have to look at selection from a 
long-term point ol view 

Would you say that at present 
Australian cricket has the most 
promising talents who could form 
the nucleus of the team in future? 

Frankly, 1 can admit that I don t think 
I've got the kind of talent a lot of these 
young guys coming through now 
have I look at them bat and say 
"Wow I wish I could has e played 
those shots when 1 was their age " 

You played against the 
Englishmen recently. As a 
batsman, would you say that 
Brian Lara's phenomenal scoring 
feats of last year were merely 
aberrations against second class 
bowling attacks? 

You can't say that they were 
aberrations They were extraordinary 
feats Test cncket has been going on 
for so many years and to break those 
records to actually bat long enough 
for those scores is an achievement 
He's re-defined the boundaries for 
batsmen that s lor sure Now we're 
not talking about getting 100 but 200 
and 300 Michael Slater was telling me 
exactly this I'm sure all the young 
guys around the world are thinking, 
"Now 375 IS the target' 

Australian cricketers have for 
many years earned the reputation 
of being 'sledgers'. As the present 
captain, what are your views on 
this and how are you doing your 
bit to remove this stigma? 
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I m not a sicdgcr myself so I am not a 
huge supporter of sledging From a 
batsman s point ol view it only makes 
you play better There s always going 
to be some chat on the field though 
But I don t classify all the chat as 
sledging Some of it is quite funny 
Obviously I want to stamp out the 
ugly incidents that happen in the 
game but I wouldn i try to turn the 
Australian team into pussycats 
Australians are fierce competitors 
I d seen experiences of that from the 
lime I began playing I remember one 
mate h winch was only my second or 
thir i game in first grade cricket 
Lenny Pascoe was in the opposition 
after having been dropped from the 
Australianteam He was all tired up It 
was a very bad wicket and we made 
120 m reply to their 60 and then 
bowled them out for 80 So we needed 
only 21 runs to win the game 
Any way I enny comes steaming m 
because he got a bad decision when he 
was given out caught behind after the 
ball hit him on the back leg So he was 
fuming I was batting and 1 got to three 
and then he dropped in a short one 
and It sort of flicked my gloves and I 
was caught But 1 stood my ground 
and was given not out 
The next ball was at my body and I 
fended it oft lor a single I got to the 
other end and Lenny s into me 
You re a cheat and so cm The next 
over he dropped one short and I 
hooked it over square leg tor a six 
I tnny just looked at me and I m 
thinking Oh no I m dead Then 
someone yelled ihat we had passed 
their score so 1 quickly put the bat 
under my arm and was off lonly 
batted tor 20 minutes but my gloves 
were absolutely soaking I think it s a 
very good example of the character of 
Australian cricket 1 really thought he 
was going to kill me 

YouVe had a few bad patches in 
your career. How does that affect 
you, now that you are the captain. 
Normally, a captain fears that he 
may have a terrible lack of form. 
How do you deal with that? 

I yiras having a nightmare season one 
yAr sometime back And I remember 
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someone walking up to me and 
saying Don t try so hard " I have 
tried to remember that Thai's why I 
am not a goalsetten espeaally 
long-term The best way I found to 
regain some consistency in form, is to 
set short term goals tell yourself that 
you have to spend time in the middle 
and look to occupy the crease and 
I score a few runs what I call'ugly' 
runs snicks etc 1 was probably 
brought up as a pure opener You're 
out there to blunt the new ball and if 
you can do that, you then go and 
make a game out of it 

Today, you are the captain but 
sometime ago you were not a 
regular In the one day side with 
your batting being criticised by 
people like Allan Border. Greg 
Chappell labelled you 
overweight. (Taylor's nickname Is 
'Tubs' because of his weight). 
Looking back now, what do you 
think of all that? 

Sure Tm a larger bloke than most but 
I don t think I'm unfit by any 
standards And it s not a crime to be a 
good first slip fielder As for my 
batting I think it's very much a 
day-to-day thing It always depends 
on the situation I've always been told 
that I could play the sheet anchor role 
like Geoff Marsh used to, but I don't 
believe in putting role models for 
people I don't think you should say to 
guys, Taylor, you're the new Marsh 
Slater, you are the next Boon " I think 
that s damaging to the team 

What lessons have you learnt 
from your first year as captain? 

That It's a role in which you never stop 
improving That you should be a 
consensus captain, seeking 
wherever possible the advice of 
senior players 

Who is the fastest bowler you 
have faced? the most dangerous? 
Would It be Waqar Younls? 

He's up there with them for sure but I 
think they are all quick on then day 
Whether they are bowling at 90 or 92 
mph shouldn't make much difference 
to me as a batsman—it depends on 
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how well you are hitting them I 
thought that Allan Donald was really 
quick last summer When he started 
off, I thought,' Wow, this guy s really 
letting them go " But by the end of it I 
was hitting him pretty well 

Having to face the new bait who 
would you rate as the most lethal? 

All of them See,the thing is that they 
are all lethal on their day I've been hit 
a couple of times—once by Srinath in 
India and once by Malcolm Marshall 
When I was hit by Marshall in 91 he 
was considered the least quick of all 
the West Indians But he just bowled a 
ball that came out of nowhere When 
the others were bowling 1 was very 
aware of the danger But when 
Marshall came in 1 just took him a bit 
easily and he put me back on my heels 

Is It true that you are called 
^Adolf because you are such a 
strict captain? 

It's Tim May He gave me the name 
But I don't think he s being too 
serious He s a genuinely funny bloke 
When I first captained some one-day 
games and asked him to move in the 
field, he's go like this (indicated the 
Hitler moustache and the raised arm 
salute) He always takes the miekey 
out of me 

What's the funniest thing you've 
seen in cricket? 

I think Merv Hughes in South Africa 
last year He had serious back trouble 
and during one Test he bowled to 
Hansie Cronje and then he fell over 
the wicket crouching over with this 
awful look on his face, like he s in real 
pain 

So we all ran up to Merv He 
straightened up and did a bottom 
explosion' I suppose your readers 
would understand what that is 1 can t 
be crude, can I? Anyway, he then 
goes, "Aaggh, that s better' and walks 
back to his bowling mark Everybody 
is in stitches including the batsmen 
The game couldn't continue for five 
minutes Hansie ended up making 
250 Soifwesay that if Merv planned 
It, you might say the move, 'back 
fired' (laughs) 

Interviewed by Andy 0 Brien Melbourne 0 
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Great Interview 

T hat was indeed a nice 
interview with the 'Great 
Diaator', Dr. Joao Havelange, 
(Sportsworld. 25th Jan), the 
FIFA President. In fact, I was 
stunned to learn the vital 
statistics of football-related 
figures worldwide provided by 
Dr. Havelange. 

Moreover, managing the 
largest multinational 'company' 
for the past twenty years is no 
Joke, We would definitely like to 
see this dictator rule lor another 
term or two. 

ARTAMISHRA 

Cuttack 


- 







Mora team changes 
needed 

A $ far as die Indian cricket 
>rXteam selection is concerned. 
1 dtsagree with the policy of 
stkkl^wtth the same team till 
doomsday. It would be better to 
draw up a piUod of food batsmen, 
bowlidii, a^roufidersand 
WMqsdtcej^ftefieudiffi^^ 
ofyi^dtes. 
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li your parents don't allow you to play music all day, we suggest you 
leave home With our new portable CD system (first name AZ6840) It’s 
sleek. It's smart and the digital sound it belts out is simply out of this 
world Of course, it also has advanced features which would make ordinary 
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CD players look. well, ordinary Previous, shuffle (too much order m life^). 
skip, LCD display, dynamic bass boost, to test your ear drums And 
the unique "Hold** button which prevents accidental interruptions 
The new Philips AZ6840 Unless you prefer the music you face at home 
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DAVIS CUP ASiA-OCEANIA ZONE 


MAJOR 


India are a 
step away 
from 

graduating 
into the elite 
World Group 
play-offs in 
the Davis 
Cup. But 
there are still 
lessons to be 
learnt 


Pan and Bhupathi flankad 
by coach Mukhariaa: ara 
they tha futura of Indian 
tannis? 


T he eve bctiyre and the morning alter 
eath Davis (iup lie, presents us with a 
couple of very pertinent pictures. 
These pic tures arc relevant because 
the culmination of each Davis Cup lie 
promises us with new issues to ponder over 
and fresh decisions to lake. There are lessons 
to be learnt from every examination—not just 
for the players, but also for the authorities. 

So too the lie against Hong Kong in the 
Davis Cup Asia—Oceanic Zone gave us a 
couple of valuable pointers, which if 
addressed with determination and a 
broad-based infrastructure, could be tackled 
competently. 

For instance, even though India managed 
to blank out Hong Kong in their c^uest towards 
gaining a berth in the elite world group 
play-offs, the country also managed to exhibit 
the lack of depth that exists amongst its tennis 
players. This malaise does have a remedy 
provided ihe authorities are willing to 
approach it armed with broadminded options. 

It is quite plain to see that Leander Paes and 
Mahesh Bhupathi are a cut above the rest 
because they have—and are getting—that 


constant and valuable international 
exposure. The years of rigorous schedules on 
the pro tour and constant match playiias 
ensured that Paes is a class above his Davis 
Cup colleagues. And if this example were to 
be stretched a bit further, no one could 
illustrate it better than young Mahesh 
Bhupathi who has risen to No.270 in the 
world within a short span of time. Exposure 
pays and this rule can have no exception. So 
would the AITA be willing to approach the 
likes of Gaurav Natekar, Asil Ismail and others 
and assure them of support, while they loo try 
and carve a niche for themselves? 

The lie against Hong Koifg was a mediocre 
affair, not Just by virtue of the standard of 
tennis, but also by way of audience 
participation. Perhaps, that was why Leander 
Paes presented a very sober on-couri persona. 
Paes' normal tennis language is colourful and 
vibrant; though on occasions, it can also be 
abstract. Nevertheless, Paes manages to make 
a statement, though against Hong Kong he 
presented a composure that was hitherto 
alien to the public. 

Paes was sober and thoroughly 







INDIA VERSUS HONG KONG 


MINORS! 
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professional. One could put it down to a new 
found maturit y, but then again one could put 
it down to the quality of opposition, as Paes, in 
the Davis Cup, is a heavyweight and he likes 
battling with the 'big boys'. But is Paes' new 
found peace/u/attitude going to be his 
signature tune? 

Never mind. Paes' performance in both his 
singles and doubles outings was effeaive, 
though it did manage to dip our cholesterol 
levels. Time was when he orchestrated win 
after win in the most dangerous possible way. 
His high voltage performances and energies 
made one believe that he was to be quite at 
home performing at an acid rock concert. But 
Paes today has changed his priorities. He plays 
a different tone. His performance against 
Hong Kong was bluesy, soft and funky 

... but soothing. 

And though this tie was a normal day in the 
office for Paes, the focal point of interest was 
strangely not on him but on Mahesh 
Bhupaihi who was making his Davis Cup 
debut. 

A lot had been written about Bhupathi 
when he was a contender—just like everyone 


else—^for a Davis Cup slot. But then the climax 
came when captain Jaideep Mukherjee opted 
for him in place of Zeeshan AJi, for the tie 
against South Africa in Jaipur. Though 
Bhupathi did not play that tie, his induction 
into the squad was good enough to send 
journalists scrambling in order to dig up traces 
of Bhupathi's credentials. 

Pertinent points justifying Bhupathi's 
curriculum vitae were thrown open for 
assessment to the Indian public but they were 
only on paper. In fact, Bhupathi justified his 
own profile when he won the National 
grasscourt championships before he stepped 
onto the courts of the South Club to play a live 
rubber against Sven Kohler of Hong Kong in 
the second singles. 

Davis Cup nerves cannot be likened to that 
of an ordinary pre-match jitter. Ordinary 
matches are 'small' situations where players 
go out to do battle for personal glory. But 
when you go out to play Davis Cup with the 
hopes of millions of people weighing down 
upon your shoulders, the tension can take on 
different dimensions altogether. An 
inside-source did confirm in this regard that 


Mahesh Bhupathi: new kid 
in town! 
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Pats: portraying a now Bhupathi was a victim of this Davis Cup 

found maturity syndrome. The source confided that he was 

''hardly able to walk out to the courts before 
the match and his hands were shaking like 
leaves with a thin film of sweat covering his 
palm." 

But then again the Davis Cup is ail about 
inspiration and with Leander's win acting as a 
suitable foil to his tensions. Bhupathy went 
about trying to emulate his senior Davis Cup 
partner. 

Bhupathi is not a flashy player, rather his 
game seems to be all about percentages. His 
on-court mannerisms seem to reveal that 
everything about him is measured. Not used 
to playing his tennis on grass on the courts of 
the University of Mississippi..Bhupathi. 
however, seemed to adapt quickly. There are 
no exaggerated back swings in his returns. 
Rather, they are precisely timed, depriving 
him of a minimum amount of energy but 
rewarding him with those big points. The fact 
that he caressed the ball past Kohler for three 
perfea cross court passes and a wickedly 
curving top spin lob in the first game itself is a 
case in point prompting Billy Chadwich. his 
University tennis coach to comment that, 
"For his first Davis Cup rubber, he showed a 
lot of character. But I must say. I've seen him 
play a lot better". 

The question is. was Chadwich prone to 
exaggeration?No. but Bhupathi is prone to 


nerves as was test ified by his loss in the return 
singles on the final day. 

India did go on to win the tie in the second 
day itself, but perhaps it would be wise for the 
critics to put this win into perspeai ve. For 
instance, too much should not be read into 
this win over Hong Kong for a team that has 
been pitted against very high-quality Davis 
Cup opposition. But what now needs to be 
done is to maintain a certain degree oT 
consistency in the team itself. Bhupathi has 
proved vis-a-vis his performances both in the 
Davis Cup and in the Challengers abroad that 
the second singles slot should go to him and 
he needs to be persisted with over a period of 
time. 

It has been echoed in reliable circles that 
Bhupathi is going to cut short his academic 
programme in order to pursue a career in 
tennis. The reason prompting this decision is 
perhaps because he has the resources at hand 
and an ATP ranking of 270. There is a 
difference of 213 points separating Bhupathi 
from Paes who is ranked 138th in the world 
(as of January 30, 1995). Bhupathi's current 
ranking points to the fact that he is Having an 
encouraging time on the circuit and his 
maturity will grow with each match that he 
plays—that is, both professional and Davis 
Cup. And in Paes, Bhupathi will find the ideal 
partner who will help bring out the 
Individual' in him. 

There has also been a subtle debate about 
altering India's current doubles combination, 
changing Natekar with Bhupathi for the 
coming tie against the Philippines at home, 
but perhaps that move would be hasty. The 
point is that Bhupathi has to wait awhile for 
Paes' personality to grow on him and that 
would take a couple of ties. On that score, 
however. Natekar has an advantage. His 
personality complements that of Leander's and 
this is because of the formative years that they 
have spent together. Moreover, Natekar has 
given evidence that though he is not an overly 
spectacular doubles player, neither is he a 
sub-standard one. 

The tie against the Philippines at home may 
not be a competitive affair. Captain 
Mukherjea is optimistic about his chances as 
the opposition does not have a top- 500 player 
in their ranks. But then the Philippines were a 
far weaker team than Japan, and yet managed 
to beat them. Given this reason, can one 
hazard a prediction? It would be better not to. 
It's Davis Cup you see. It's different! 

Robin Chattarjee 







^ Whether you belong to rural or urban India — 
whether you are a successful businessman/ 
professional or a prosperous agriculturist, the 
kind of stature you have achieved in your field 
—does your life insurance figure match up? 

^ Should you not insure the contribution of the 
key persons to the profitability of your 
enterprise? 

jMvan Shraa is a policy with a difference. 
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• There is no Upper limit for Sum Assured. We leave 
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• Guaranteed additions 0 Rs. 75/- per 
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• Facility of receiving policy proceeds in instalments. 
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OTHEREVENTS | P|{|||||[ SPQRTS THIS 


MAR. 1: Beighton Cup 
hockey, Calcutta; San- 
tosh Trophy final, 
Madras; UK fr British 
Open billiards, Wigan; 
European Cup quaner- 
finals & European Cup 
Winners Cup 

quarter-finals. 

MAR. 2: Beighton Cup 
hockey, Calcutta; Tiires- 
pana Masters Open golf, 
Huelva. 

MAR. 3: Beighton Cup 
hockey, Calcutta; EMSA 
Wild Run Rally, Calcutta; 
India Colts vs Australia 
one-day cricket, Hamil¬ 
ton; Turespana Masters 
Open golf, Huelva. 

MAR. 4: Beighton Cup 
hockey, Calcutta, EMSA 
Wild Run Rally, Calcutta; 


New Zealand vs South 
Africa Test cricket, 
Auckland; Tu respa na 
Masters Open golf, 
Huelva. 

MAR 5: Beighton Cup 
hockey, Calcutta; EMSA 
Wild Run Rally, Calcutta; 
India Colts vs Australia 
second one-day cricket, 
Wamamboul; New Zea¬ 
land vs South Afnca Test 
cricket, Auckland; Tures- 
pana Masters Open golf, 
Huelva. 

MAR. 6: Beighton Cup 
hockey, Calcutta; New 
Zealand vs South Africa 
Test cricket, Auckland 
MAR. 7: Beighton Cup 
hockey, Calcutta; New 
Zealand vs South Africa 
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Test cricket, Auckland. 
MAR. 8: Beighton Cup 
hockey, Calcutta; Nehru 
Gold Cup football Calcut¬ 
ta; India Colts vs Austra¬ 
lia third one-day cricket, 
Albert Ground; New Zea¬ 
land vs South Africa Test 
cricket, Auckland; West 
Indies vs Australia first 
one-day cricket, 

Barbados. 

MAR. 9: Beighton Cup 
hockey, Calcutta; Nehru 
Gold Cup football, Cal¬ 
cutta; Moroccon Open 
golf, Agadir. 

MAR. 10: Nehru Gold 
Cup football, Calcutta; 
India Colts vs Australia 
second Test cricket, Mel¬ 
bourne; World Indoor 
athletics, Barcelona; 
Moroccon Open golf, 
Agadir. 

MAR. 11: India Colts vs 
Australia second Test 
cricket, Melbourne; 
World Indoor athletics, 
Barcelona; WB heavy¬ 
weight boxing title; West 
Indies vs Australia 
second one-day cricket, 
Trinidad; Nehru Gold 
Cup football, Calcutta; 
New Zealand vs Sri 
Lanka first Test cricket, 
Napier; Moroccon Open 
golf, Agadir. 

MAR. 12: Nehru Gold 
Cup football, Calcutta; 
India Colts vs Australia 
second Test cricket, Mel¬ 
bourne; World Indoor 
athletics, Barcelona; 



Tha Nahru Gold Cup 

Moroccon Open golf. 
Agadir; Argentina Grand 
Prix motor racing, Bue¬ 
nos Aires; New Zealand 
vs Sri Lanka Test cricket. 
Napier. 

MAR. 13: India Colts vs 
Australia second Test 
cricket, Melbourne; New 
Zealand vs Sn Lanka Test 
cricket, Napier; Nehiu 
Gold Cup football, Cal¬ 
cutta. Yonex All- 
England badminton, 
London. 

MAR. 14: Nehru Gold 
Cup football, Calcutta; 
Yonex All-England bad¬ 
minton, London; Euro¬ 
pean Cup basketball 
fi^nal, Istanbul; New 
Zealand vs Sri Lanka Test 
cricket; Napier. 








































FORTNIGHT 

mums events on prime sports 


WORLD MASTERS CRICKET CUP '9S 

Tune in to Pnme Sports for the inaugural World Masters 
Cricket Cup taking place at the famous Braboume Stadium m 
Bombay India The event which has the official support of the 
Board of Control for Cricket in India as well consists ol rcxentl^ 
retired Test players as well as current players ovei the age of 
35 The event will be staged every two years at different 
venues throughout the cricketing world hach match will 
consist of 45 overs per side and there will be two groups of 
three teams in each league The total pnze money for the event 
will total over US$ 130 000 with the winning country 
receiving over US$75 000 Watch it live Irom March 6 to 12 at 
2 pm 

CRICKET 

Friday 3 Indian Cricket Scene at 9 30 pm (t 11 am Masters 
( Ticket Cup at 2 pin 

Saturday 4 World Masters C luktK up at 7 30 am lpmtr2pm 
Sunday S World Masters C Ticket ( up at 7 30 am 1 pm fr 2 pm 
Monday 6 Woi Id Masters C ncket Cup at 7 30 am II 30 am 2 
pm 

Tuesday 7 World Masters Cricket ( up at 7 30 dm 11 30amh 
2 pm 

Wednesdays World Masters ( rickti cup at 7 30 am 11 30 
am fr 2 pm 

Thursday 9 World Masters Cricket C up at 7 30 am 11 30 b 2 
pm 

Friday 10 Indian Cricket Scene at 11 pm 4anib 10 am 
West Indies vs Australia one dayer at 10 pm World Masters 
Crickc t Cup at 9 am fr 2 pm 

Saturday 11 World Masters Cricket ( up at 7 30 am 11 30 am 
& 2 pm 

Sunday 12 Woild MasteisCncket Ciipat 7 30ani llamb 
(final) 2 pm West Indies vs Australian 2nd one dayer at 10 30 
am 

Monday 13 West Indies vs Australia 2nd one-days at 12 30 
pm World Masters Cup highlights at 7 30 am b-10 30 am 
Tuesday 14 Westlndies vs Australia 3rd one dayer at 9 30 pm 
& 7 30 am 
SOCCER. 

Wednesday 1 Fuibol Mundial at 4 30 am & 11 am 

Friday 3 Asian Football Show at 2 pm 

Saturday 4 Asian Football Show at 2 am fr 6 am, European 



Watch the World Mailers Cricket Cup liva on Primo Spom 

Soccer show at 2 pm 

Sunday 5 Furopean Soccer Show at 1 30 am fr 8 30 am 
Tuesday 7 Asian Football Show at 10 30 am Futbol Mundial 
at 2 30 pm 

Wednesda> 8 Futbol Mundial at 1 am Furopean Soccer Show 
at 10 30 am 

Fnda> 10 Futbol Mundial at 12 midnight 

Saturday 11 Asian FocMball Show at 10 pm 

Sunday 12 Furopean Soccer Show n 10 pm fr 4 30 am fr 8 30 

am Asian football Show at 3 30 am 6 30 am 

Monday 13 Furopean Soccer Show at 2 pm 

Tuesday 14 European Soccer show at 11 pm Futbol Mundial 

at 12 midnight fr 4 pm 

WWF 

Wednesday 1 Wrestling Mania at 2 30 pm 
Thursday 2 Wrestling Mama at 11 30 pm fr 6 30 am 
Friday 3 Wrestling Spotlight at 1 pm 
Saturday 4 Wrestling Spotlight at 5 am 
Sunday 5 Wrestling Spotlight at 2 30 am 
Wednesdays Wrestling Spotlight at 12 30 pm 
Thursday 9 Wrestling Spotlight at U 30 pm 
Saturday 14 Wrestling Spotlight at 11 pm fr 6 30 am 
Sunday 12 Wrestling Manila at 11 pm fr 5 30 am 









































jiveii'iKvinNi 


T he WACA cncket ground in 
Perth IS one grounci that Kapil 
Dev will remember for long It 
was here that he passed the 400 wicket 
milestone the last time India played a 
Test here in 1992 I remember Sunil 
Gavaskar (then dhing commentary 
for Channel Nine) took a group of us 
journalists across the field to the 
dressing room to congratulate Kapil 
after the day's play Sunny presented 
the great all-rounder with a bottle of 
champagne which Kapil shared with 
the team It was here that I met 
another great bowler who also had 
some fond—and some not so 
fond—memones of this ground 
which lies beside the Seven River in 
this picturesque aty. The man's name 
is Dennis Lillee and he descnbcs his 
expenences here as, "the good, the 
bad, and the ugly " 

Topping the list of Lillee's memories 
was not a Test match but a clash 
between Australia and the Rest of the 
World in late 1971. "The wicket of 
Sunil Gavaskar for a duck with my 


fourth delivery was a huge thrill," 
recalls Lillee "But alter four overs 
without success I asked captain Ian 
Chappell to take me off because I was 
sruggling with a respiratory 
complaint Chappell asked me for one 
more over—a request 111 never regret 
agreeing to " The great bowler from 
Western Australia went on to grab the 
wickets of Farokh Engineer, Clive 
Lloyd, Tony Greig Gary Sobers, 
Richard Hutton, Inthikhab Alamand 
BobCunis oft fifteen balls without 
conceding a run 

'I remember thinking it was a dream 
come true, getting all these big names, 
as I walked off the field with figures of 
8 for 29 in a total of S9/' he said when 
I met him in the stands named after 
him and wicketkeeper Rodney Marsh 

Lillee also remembers the 1979-'80 
WACA Test against England For the 
English press it provided that classic 
"Lillee, caught Willey, bowled Dilley" 
dismissal But it also involved the 
aluminium bat incident, in which 


Lillee created cricket history by 
wanting to bat with a tin bat 

"I regret it" says the former fiery 
fast bowler, "only because it held up 
the Test match I didn't lose any sleep 
over It, because as far as I was 
concerned I used the bat in the Test 
against the West Indies where I got a 
duck only a couple of weeks before I 
was officially given to use it again in 
Perth, only to have the decision 
overruled by Pommy officialdom " 

Next came the 1981-'82 Test 
against Pakistan which involved the 
famous Miandad—Lillee incident in 
which Lillee hit the Pakistani batsman 
who in turn ran after him to hit him 
with bat raised over his head 

"It was a regrettable incident," 
Lillee admits but adds, "as I said before 
laved started it all He initiated what 
was to follow Unfortunately the only 
photographs or film the public ever 
saw was of me giving Miandad a soft 
kick on the pads and him responding 
with bat raised as umpire Tony Crafter 
tried to separate us What saved me 
from a heavier suspension was an 
independent film clip which clearly 
showed Miandad giving me a not too 
gentle whack in the stomach with his 
bat as I was about to return to my 
runup 1 did deserve the penalty I got, 
but two people were involved and 
only I got punished " 

Lillee's last Test at the WACA 
involved an action which he says, "I 
would never repeat because it was too 
dangerous. Terry Alderman tackled a 
spectator who Invaded the pitch. I 
went to help by holding the invader 
down. Alderman hurt his shoulder in 
that famous incident and ruined his 
career. I was lucky to get away with it." 

Quite a lot of controversy for a 
player playing at his home ground, 
you could say. No wonder the great 
bowler says that the WACA 
"represents an exciting part of my 
cricket life." He can say that again, for 
sure. 

Andy O'Brien, Perth 


Javad Miandad (rigMI alleiii|ils te hit Dennis Ullta during that infamous confrontation in 
the *81 Perth Tost 
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The story 
behind 
the rise and 
rise of 
Azharuddin 
the captain 

— 


Kanpur, 1985. Third Test against David 
Gower's Englishmen. Mohammed 
Azharuddin is relaxing in his hotel room 
having scored his third successive century 
since bis debut. Having said his evening 
prayer, Azhar settles down to the in-house 
movie on television^Sholay. 

Anyone with any inclination to Hindi 
movies would have seen the biockbluster 
movie, but not Azhar. "My mother didn't 
allow me to sec such movies, "he says calmly. 
"In faa, one day when I was coming back 
from school, I stopped to hear the Sholay 
dialogues that one paan wala was blasting over 
a speaker. My mother happened to be passing 
by and on seeing me, she scolded me and 
ordered me home." 

The simple meal of nee and sabzi arrives 
and A/har readily offers it to the couple of us 
present in the njom. 

Enter Kapil Dev The Indian team is in vited 
to an unofficial dinner party and Kapil is 
shocked that A/har is already having his 
dinner, 'Turn ko nahin ana hain?" he asks. 
A/har is apologetic, "Nahin Sir, p/ease humko 
nahin jana hai." Kapil appreciates that A/har 
prefers to remain in the safety of his room 


rather than take his place in thelimelight, not 
because the young ^tsman is stunned by the 
magnitudeof what he had achieved, but 
because for him it seemed the most natural 
thing to do. 

Abmedabad, 1939. TheMRFCup 
tournament. A tired Indian team has just 
arrived from Sharjah and are checking in at 
the lobby of the hotel. Gradually they 
disappear into the lifts and up to their rooms. 
The door to the lobby restaurant swings open 
and in walks Azharuddin. Seeing me sitting 
alone, he Joins me. In the awrse of the 
conversation, I came to realise that the shy, 
introvert had undergone somewhat of a 
metamorphosis. The Hindi music which had 
monopolised his Walkman four years ago. had 
been replaced by English pop. The broken and 
sometimesgramatically incorrect English was 
now polished. The boy has become a man. He 
boasts that his wife was expeamgand he was 
look ing forward to being a father Yet for 
breakfast he still preferred aloo puri to 
poached eggs And yes, he had graduated to 
calling Kapil Dev, 'Kaps'or'PaajT and not 'sir'. 

I ask him about his form and whether he 
saw himself as captain in the near future "No 
no, Idon't think of all that, ljust want to play 
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"What has 
happened is that a 
few adjustments 
have been made. I 
am made this 
way, brought up 
this way. how can 
I change? I can 
adjust a few 
things, but I can't 
change" 

ff 


my game and do my duty to the best of my 
ability/' 

A year later, Azharuddm was Indian 
captain 

I n 1990 when Raj Singh Dungarpur's 
selection committee decided to opt for 
"unproven talent" in place of 
"experienced failure" and catapulted the 
27'year‘Old Azharuddm into what had 
increasingly come to be seen as the 'ejection 
seat' of Indian cricket, the chairman of 
selectors lisu^d his new captain's plus points as 
"uncomplicated and non-controversial" 


And he was right, for in the Indian team, 
Azhar was always the good boy. sometimes 
even a part-time prankster, but nevera 
leader. Yet with Board-player politics as they 
were then, "uncomplicated and 
non-controversiar' suddenly seemed to have 
become mandatory requisites for an Indian 
cricket captain. The fact that Azhar would 
suffer from an 'image handicap' didn't count 
for much in those 'troubled' times. 

Today, as the most successful IndiaA 
captain, Azhar still remains uncomplicated 
and non-controvcrsial, still the good boy who 
sometimes indulges in dressing room pranks. 


Azharuddm; series by series 


Before captainqf: 

Swim 

OppOMM 



m 

Rum 

Am 

HS 

108 

SO 

ct 

1984-85 

England 

3 

5 

1 

439 

109 75 

122 

3 

1 

1 

1985 

Sn Lanka 

3 

6 

0 

112 

18 66 

43 

0 

0 

4 

1985-86 

Australia 

3 

3 

1 

113 

56 50 

59* 

'o 

1 

3 

1986 

England 

3 

6 

1 

157 

31 40 

64 

0 

1 

3 

1986 

Austtalia 

3 

4 

0 

126 

31 50 

50 

0 

1 

0 

1986-87 

Sri Lanka 

1 

1 

0 

199 

199 00 

199 

1 

0 

1 

1987 

Pakistan 

5 

6 

0 

315 

52 50 

141 

2 

0 

5 

1987-88 

West Indies 

3 

5 

0 

185 

37 00 

60 

0 

1 

3 

1988 

New Zealand 

3 

4 

0 

153 

38 25 

81 

0 

1 

2 

1989 

West Indies 

3 

4 

0 

113 

28 25 

61 

0 

I 

1 

1989 

Pakistan 

4 

7 

0 

312 

44 57 

109 

1 

2 
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After captaincy: 










1990 

New Zealand 

) 

4 

0 

303 

75 75 

192 

1 

0 

0 

1990 

England 

3 

5 

0 

426 

85 20 

179 

2 

1 

1 

1990 

Sn Lanka 

1 

1 

0 

23 

2J00 

23 

0 

0 

1 

1991 92 

Australia 

5 

9 

0 

192 

21 33 

106 

1 

0 

3 

1992 

Zimbabwe 

1 

1 

0 

9 

9 00 

9 

0 

0 

2 

1992-9 ^ 

South Afnca 

4 

6 

0 

120 

20 00 

60 

0 

1 

6 

1991 

England 

3 

3 

0 

214 

71 33 

182 

1 

0 

3 

1993 

Zimbabwe 

1 

1 

0 

42 

42 00 

42 

0 

0 

0 

1993 

Sn Lanka 

3 

3 

0 

97 

32 33 

50 

0 

1 

4 

1994 

Sn Lanka 

3 

3 

0 

307 

102 33 

152 

2 

0 

10 


Total 61 87 3 3957 47.10 199 14 12 60 


T him No Rom Avo HS 1W SI Ct 


Before (aptaincy 34 51 3 2224 46.33 199 7 9 30 

After (.aptaincy 27 36 0 1733 48.13 192 7 3 30 

Total 61 87 3 3957 47.10 19* 14 12 60 
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But talk today about image and leadership 
and you're talking about the new 
Azharuddin The man who has led India to 
eight Test virtories in the last 11 matches, the 
man who was chosen above every other 
Indian in a public opinion poll to decide the 
best role model in the country, the man who is 
seen as the best sporting ambassador the 
country has never had 
Ask the man about this sudden reversal of 
fortune, and he talks in terms of ''God and 
fate" And you've got to believe him, for the 
changes in the destiny of A/har the captain 
have been drastic enough to prompt an 
agnostic into rethinking his disbelieving 
beliefs 

In his first six senes as captain Azhar led 
India to a single Test victory, a farce of a Test 
on a minefield of a pitch in Chandigarh 
against a group of potbellied Sri Lankans 
posing as Test ciicketers 
Patience is a word not often found in the 
dictionary of the Indian sporting fan 
especially when it has lo do with Indian 
cricket captains Soon it st-emed Azhar would 
be another name added to the 'aya Ram, gaya 
Ram'hsi of national cricket captains 
On the Australian tour of 1991 92 there 
was talk of a massive anti-Azhar campaign 
promoted by certain sections of the media 
which owed allegiance to Kapil Dev Rumour 
had It that Kapil would be asked to lead the 
team in the World Cup that was to follow, 
despite the fact that Azhar's appointment was 
lor the Test series and the World Cup as well 
Azhar reacted to opinion polls selecting Kapil 
as captain with harsh words like," who arc the 
people to decide who is captain'^ It is the 
selectors job ' 

In the series that followed in South Africa 
the frustrations (and non-performance of the 
team) reached such a pilch that there were 
moments when Azhar admits he even 
thought that the captaincy wasn't worth the 
trouble after all 

The captain obviously resented the 
criticism that came his way But no Indian 
cricket captain could have expected to get 
away unscathed after so dismal a record and 
such a low level of team-performance All 
through the enses, the man's goodness was 
was never in doubt, though his captaincy 
abilities were. There was even a time in 
Australia when his drought with the bat 
would have justified him being drppped from 
the team, but for the fact that he captain 
Returning from South Africa with the 









home series against England to 
follow—Azhar's captaincy faced the 
guillotine In an obvious indication, Kapil Dev 
was asked to stay back in Bombay where the 
selection committee was to meet and 
announce the captain and the team for the 
senes 

But the execution was delayed, with Azhar 
being named captain for the fir<^t Test at 
Calcutta The rest IS not history It is a dream 

T he question is whether this almost 
miraculous shift in destiny has come 
about as a result of a change in Azhar 
the man and captain ? 

The answer IS an emphatic NO Azhar is 
adamant that he has not changed. And he's 
right. Perhaps the word 'change' ought to be 
supplemented by a milder one like 
'adjustment'. "What has happened is that a 


With the man ht 
succeadad Srifckanth says, 
'basically Azhar ii a vary 
aimpla parson*' 


















few adjustments have been made/' says the 
captain. 

Right up to Australia, Azhar's philosophy of 
captaincy was that anyone playing for India 
didn't need to be told what to do and how to 
play. This concept of a general not being 
prepared to give his men orders, was 
interpreted as a sign of weakness in 
leadership. But Azhar's reluctance to issue 
orders was more out of his quiet and simple 
nature rather than any negligence of duty as 
captain. "One must remember that Azhar is 
basically a very simple person," says 
Srikkanth, the man Azhar replaced as captain. 
"He is always ready to ask for advice," says the 
former skipper. 

In South Africa, one noticed the hint of a 
change in Azhar's outlook. The manner in 
which he confronted the lady journalist 
responsible for the senseless remarks against 
Manoj Prabhakar, {a man who had criticised 
Azhar as being a 'weak captain') showed a 
sterner side to the timid man we had grown 
accustomed to. 

Then after the initial victories against 
England last season, Azhar admitted that he 
had 'decided to be a little more strict.' "It is 
against my nature" he admitted, "but if it is 
good for the team then I'm willing to do it. I've 
realised that Indian cricketers do need to be 
told what to do." 

"He is more firm in his approach, bold in his 
decisions," says Srikkanth. "Also now that his 
position is secure, he is more aggressive and 
that can only be for the good of Indian cricket." 

And yet, as in his batsmanship, so too in his 
captaincy, there has been no real drastic or 
revolutionary changes. He has not lost those 
qualities of simplicity, patience, reservedness 
and even timidness that are so much a part of 



him. But the greatness of Azhar the captain 
lies in the fact that he has successfully weaved 
his abilities as captain around his own 
charaaer. That he is no great 'man-manager' 
with no 'degree in people' only lifts his 
achievements to greater heights. He is now 
prepared to tick off an erring player, talk 
openly to the media, be diplomatic and 
sarcastic when he wants and be stern and 
shrewd when the occasion arises. 

But you've got to give him credit for 
sticking to his own beliefs and nature 
especially when criticism was at a crescendo 
during those traumatic tours of Australia and 
South Africa, where it seemed that neither 
the captain nor his team could do anything 
right. "I am made this way, brought up this 
way," he says. "How can 1 change? I can 
adjust a few things, but I can't change. I still 
believe in what I used to and do things the way I 
think is right and best." 


WHh Raf SiRQli DunaariNir, 
thamanvirliolomiaa'm 
teamoftbaSirt' 



Azhar in the last 13 months [ January 1993 - - February 1994 ] 



Compiled by Hariprasad Chattopadhyay 


With 

Board-player 
politics as they 
were then, 
"uncomplicated 
and 

non-controversial* 
suddenly 
seemed to have 
hecome 
mandatory 
requisites for an 
Indian cricket 
captain 
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Facing tha press during 
the traumatic tour of South 
Africa 


The execution 
was delayed, 
with Azhar being 
named captain for 
the first Test at 
Calcutta. The rest 
is not history. It is 
a a dream 
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A nd A/har has his own way of going 
about things. One small incident 
during the last Bangalore Test against 
Sri Lanka could serve as an example of 
Arhar's nature and his way of dealing with 
situations. 

Azhar's entire family was present at the 
game and his older son Abbas—^named in 
gratitude to Zaheer Abbas—^was close to 
becoming the mascot of the team for that Test. 
One afternoon while India were batting, 
A/har joined match referee, Everton Weekes 
and the national seleaors in the selectors box 
in the pavilion. Abbas who prefers batting left 
handed, ventured out to took for his dad and 
stumbled upon the seleaors' box. The young 
boy—like any other boy his age would 
do-Humped up and down on the railing in 
front of the box, obviously disturbing the 
digni taries present. First Azhar signalled to 
him to stop, but the boy continued enjoying 
himself regardless of the disturbance he was 
causing. For Azhar the situation was 
becoming increasingly embarrassing. But he 
didn't lose his cool or his patience. Unnoticed 
and m a very dignified manner, with a nod of 
the head gnd the widening of his eyes, he tried 
to get the boy to move away from everyone's 
line of vision. There were no use of hands. 
There was a mere gesticulation with the eyes. 


I which had a mixture of a scolding, a warning 
and a plea. It was stern but not harsh, or 
overbearingly demonstrative. But it worked. 
The kid gave up his perch and settled down 
instead on his father's knee. That is perhaps 
the way Azhar views captaincy too, 

"All of what 1 am is because of my family 
and upbringing. 1 have always been told to 
remain simple and to be patient, no matter 
what the situation," says Azhar. 

In fact Azhar's secret formula is the way he 
has managed to turn his nature and 
character—^which at first were seen as his 
weaknesses—into his strengths. 

N OW the past is forgotten and forgiven, 
but A/har knows only loo well that 
it only takes a few losses to bring 
everything crashing down to earth again. "I 
always believe that whatever has happened 
has happened, whether it be good or bad", he 
says "once it is over with, it h^comes a part of 
history, and we have to look forward to the 
next stage " 

He admits that the last 13 months have 
been the highpoint of his career, but the dark 
days of despair prior to that, taught him 
greater lessons, for failure is always a better 
teacher than siucess. A/har has no theories or 
success formula to explain what has taken 
place Bui Kapil Dev indirectly has his own 
theory about Indian captains. He feels that 
sometimes players are made Indian captain 
when they are not ready for it. "For instance," 
he says, "I think the selectors were wrong in 
appointing me captain in 198 ^. Similarly it 
was wrong of them to remove me in '87.1 was 
getting more mature and confident " Maybe, 
A/har too faced the same problems of 
immaturity in his first three years as captain, 
(sec statistics). Fortunately (and luckily for 
him) he was allowed to continue just that 
much longer. 

Perhaps in 1990 even A/har knew deep 
down within himself that the time wasn't 
right lor him to be captain. "I thought 1 would 
gel a shot at it two or three years from now," 
he had said while admitting that he was 
shocked to be handed the captaincy. His 
prediction and sense of timing was right, for 
in the two or three years that have followed 
A/har has matured to be, if not a’great, then 
an able captain. 

A captain who has not only won matches, 
but one who has more importantly won the 
respect and the hearts of his teammates and 
an entire nation. • 
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—^hisyear will see 
a new concept in Davis 
Cup captaincy, 
Australia have opted 
for a dual leadership 
in John Newcombe 
and Tony Roche 


I N NOTTINGHAM in 1975, Neale 
Fraser burst into the local 
discotheque Just after midnight, 
eyes ablaze. The Australian Davis 
Cup captain was looking for his star 
player. But John Newcombe, like 
Robin Hood evading the Sheriff, had 
just made it down the fire escape. 

Fraser always alternated between 
enjoying Newcombe's company and 
being exasperated by the noaurnal 
high-jinks of this fun loving, high 
profile personality. So it was hardly 
surprising that he took the idea of the 
man known everywhere as 'Newk' 
replacing him as Davis Cup captain, a 
position so rarified, that only the late 
Harry Hopman and Fraser himself has 
held it since World War II. 

Newcombe, of course, came as part 
of a package; a two man deal with 
Newcombe as captain and Tony 
Roche, his long time doubles partner, 
as coach. That was the proposal the 
five time Wimbledon doubles 
champions put forward and it took 
Tennis Australia a long time to digest 
the idea. In fact, they felt the need to 
appoint a committee to examine this 
new style format and, even after some 
deliberation. Tennis Australia 
President Geoff Pollard, Ken 
Rosewall, Peter McNamara and Fraser 
were not convinced. Some of them, 
like a great many people in the 
Australian tennis community, 
thought that Roche should do the job 
all by himself. What they didn't grasp 
at first—because everybody assumed 
Newcombe had talked Roche into 
it—was that it was a 'take us both or 
forget it' deal and thatit was Roche 
who wanted Newcombe, not the other 
way around. "I'm happy with it nbw 
although 1 must say 1 had some 


reservations at first." Fraser admitted 
at Flinders Park as he showed off the 
new multi-play ball machine S. A. M. 
with which he is associated. "But if 
they both want it, how can you turn 
down two men of their ability and 
track record? They're going to cost 
Tennis Australia a fortune compared 
to what I got but then I always did 
come cheap!" 

Fraser's sardonic humour provides 
a diplomatic smoke-screen for a 
surprising amount of anti-Newcombe 
feeling that had q)rung up when the 
novel idea of a tandem leadership for 
the Davis Cup had first surfaced. 

It is not that people don't like Newk. 
He is, in faa, a very likeable man. But, 
like their British cousins, the 
Australians tend to be very suspicious 
and even resentful of overt success. 
Newcombe, a millionaire since selling 
his Hong Kong based clothing 
company several years ago, and 
owner of a big tennis ranch in Texas, 
has always enjoyed the limelight and, 
with his trademark moustache, has 
done very well financially from 
basking in it. 

But, especially, in Victoria, the 
back-of-the-hand comment was that 
Newcombe just wanted to turn up and 
accept all the glory after Roche had 
done all the hard work. This, in faa, 
was little more than the eternal 
Melbourne-Sydney rivalry at work 
Tennis Australia is based in 
Melbourne and Victorians always like 




John Newcombe, out 
there on the court in 
the captain's chair, 
will help to boost the 
level of public interest 
in a competition that 
is hoping that NEC 
will renew its long 
term sponsorship 
when the current 
contract runs out next 
year 




to think that the power of Australian 
tennis lies in their hands. With Fraser 
as Davis Cup captain for 25 years they 
had a good argument. 

But all those labouring under the 
misconception that it had all been 
Newk's idea should have listened to a 
man who generally knows what he is 
talking about. Ivan Lendl had no 
illusions when this theory was 
presented to him. "More like the 
other way around," said Lendl. "Tony 
doesn't enjoy all the bullshit side of 
the captaincy job. He'd be far more 
comfortable with Newk doing that." 

As to their own relationship, Lendl 
was never going to stand in Roche's 
way. "We've had eight good years 
together and my tennis right now 
certainly doesn't warrant Tony 
turning down an opportunity like 
that." 

j There may be some narrow minded 

souls who are still hoping that icicles 
I form on the ends of that famous 
moustache when Npwcombe takes 
the team to St. Petersburg to play 
Russia in the first round of this year's 
competition. But those who only see 
the big and sometimes overwhelming 
personality are missing half the man. 

Given the seriousness of the 
modern age, the current crop of 
players are unlikely to need the fire 
escape route. They tend to be tucked 
up in bed while the likes of Newk and 
Ruffels are debating whether to wash 
down the last bottle of wine with a 
nightcap. But, when the time for 
celebrations arrive, they tan be sure 
their captain will be right alongside 
them. John Newcombe, out there on 
court in the captain's chair, will help 
to boost the level of public interest in a 
competition that is hoping that NEC 
will renew its longterm sponsorship 
when the current contrart runs out 
next year. NEC have already decided 
to drop the Federation Cup when that 
contraa terminates in 1995, but the 
ITF's marketing Direaor, Mike Davies 
is hopeful that NEC will remain with 
the men's event. 

In the late Seventies it was largely 
John McEnroe's unswerving loyalty 
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Yes. I am insured. My papa has 
bought me LIC’s feevan Kishor 
Policy. IPs a new plan specially 
made for little children like me. 

So, when I grow up, Pll get a 
lot of money and become a big 
man like my papa. 

Why not buy a feevan Kishor 
Policy for your children too? 
And make their dreams come 
true. 

For furdter details, contact the 
nearest LiC branch office or 
your agent or development 
officer. 


feevan Kishor 
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The new concept of 
dual leadership 
between the two 
great champions 
who as doubles 
partners, have never, 
as Newk pointed out, 
had a row in 30 years, 
promises to stimulate 
one of the world's 
greatest sporting 
competition;; 




to the Davis Cup when many other 
stars like Jimmy Connors and Bjorn 
Borg were declining to play that 
Induced NEC, the Japanese 
electronics concern, to become 
involved. The circumstances are 
different now and Newcombe is 
certainly a different personality from 
McEnroe, quite apart from fulfilling a 
different role. 

But the new concept of dual 
leadership between two great 


champions who, as doubles partners, 
have never, as Newk pointed out, had 
a row in 30 years, promises to 
stimulate one of the world's greatest 
sporting competitions. And no matter 
what happens in Moscow, the plans 
laid down by Newcombe and Roche 
go far beyond winning or losing one 
tie, they want to involve the whole of 
Australian tennis in the Davis Cup 
mystique and the entire world wide 
game could benefit from that, m 
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READERS' 

UIZ 


QUESTIONS 


I Who was the first 
•sportsperson to 
receive the prestigious 
Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna 
Award? 

2 What was the slogan 
• of last year's 
Jawaharlal Nehru 
International Gold Cup? 

3 Who was the first 
• Indian to be seeded at 
Wimbledon‘S 


Tliif^anl IftiiMWfc lirfliiii 

iwvii^w ■••■iwW ww® 

4 Name the archer. 

•whose arrow lit the 
Barcelona Olympic flame 
during the opening 
ceremony? 

5 Who was the first 
•Indian to win tlie 
Aslan badmJmoiv 
chan^iions^^is? 


5 A foreign company 
• marketed a variety of 
peas in India, named after a 
groat cricketer? What is his 
name? 

7 Who was the captain 
•of the U.S. soccer 
team that beat Britain. This 
was the first victory for the 
Americans over the British 
in 43 years? 

8 Who is the most 
•expensive footballer 
in the world at present? 

9 Who said— 

•wanted to win the 
championship for me. Now 
I want to win it for him, in 
his memory?" 
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ANSWERS 


1. Vishwanathan Anand. 

2. Football of Humanity. 

3. Dilip Bose was seeded 15th in 1950. 

4. Antonio Rebello. 

5. Dinesh Khanna. 

6. Sir Richard Hadlee. 

7. TonyMeola. 

8. David Platt. 

9. Leon Spinks said this in the memory of his 
late son Leon Calvin. 

10. Greg Norman. 

11. Sebastian Coe 

12. Jean Borotra of France for his agility on 
coun. 

13. All of them were named Wisden's 
cricketer of the year for 1990. 

14. Nagano in Japan. 

15. 1900. 

16. Greg Chappell of Australia. 
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Grig Norman is eurrantly 
Nmiibor ono and hat tho 
nitjfcnnma of *Tho 
Groat WhNnSliMk' 


X vr •nicknamed as the 
Great White Shark? 


U Who is the first 
•man in Olympic 
history to retain a 1500m 
title? 

J Who was known 

X M oas The Bounding 
Basque' in tennis? 


^ What is 
X Jr •common to 
Mohammad Azharuddin, 
Desmond Haynes and 
Mark Waugh? 


X ^avenue for the 
1998 winter Olympic 
Games? 


^ C" In which year 
X ^ • was the 6*ban 
over established? 

1 ^ Who hit 
X O •centuries in his 
debut Test as well as his last 
Test? 
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'Windies 

Cricketers 
Lack Loyalty' 
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RICHARDS tarn 
about his cate^ti 
his retirement 
and life after it 


Interviewed by 
Gautam Bhattcharya 


V/v Richards rct^rcm'^m from c rukct Lame in 
Ibirestates Hrsi inLufilandin iht summeroi 
1991 ht announced that it v\ ouldbe his last 
rest s( rics as West Indies c aptain He probably 
Ion saw that the authorities would soon he 
looking for a new captain anyway Richards^ 
howevcr^said his hnalact would be the 1992 
World C ii/i hut was in fora shock He was not 
consideted for the tCiim and was neve r to play 
international ctic ket again The new captain 
Richie Ric hardson was critic iscd lor being 
anti Vivand lor making sure that thegteat 
Antiguan batsman's caieer was tinished 
Spurnedbv the West Indies, Richards joined 
Glamorgan for a season, taking them to the 
top of the tnglish Countv I caguc last 
summer 

On a recent \ isit to India he spoke to 
Sporisworld talking frcTlv about a wide range 
ot subjec ts me hiding the politic s surrounding 
his letnement Modem ciic ket 'sgu atesi 
batsman also admits, with the dignit\ of a 
thorough gentleman, that he is the fa the rol 
Ncena Gupta's child 


Q: The end of king Richard's glorious 
career came as a sort of an anticlimax. 
You, didn't deserve such an 
unceremonious farewell...do you also 
feel sad? 

A. No. not n*ally Because my career ended 
last year with Glamorgan and as a team they 


were pretty successful Regardless of 
whatever happened relating to the World 
Cup 1 had no animosity But yes. 1 wanted to 
linish on a happy note Just to show 
lliat may be a lew people Viv lovers or 
whatever people wh«) were really 
disappointed,not having seen me in ihe World 
C up I did prove that I could still contribute 
handsomely to a team s success And when I 
signed with Glamorgan it was clear that 
despite their unimpressive past performances 
we were very eager to win the trophy this 
time And eventually we did win the trophy 
and I would like to think that was the end So 
to me there's more to smile about than moan 
or feel sad I think, winning something for 
Glamorgan and being able to share that with 
the rest of the team that was the final glory* 

It appears, that was quite an emotional 
experience for you? 

Very much so You know when I went to 
Glamorgan they were one of the most 
unfancied sides I went there and obviously 
stirred them up a bit I told them point blank 
It's no reason lor me coming down all the way 
here just lor money Rather I'd try to establish 
myself in the team hoping we would achieve 
something Jt took some time for them to 
realise that we did have the potential to be the 
best team. I also tried to impress upon them 
that this was my final year of retirement Not 
many sportsmen have finished on a winning 
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I always believe 
that when the fox 
can't get to the 
grapes, it's going 
to tell the other 
guy who can get 
it. that it's souf.l 
believe this is the 
case (with the 
ball tampering 
controversy in 
England! 
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Richards now roadily 
admits that ha is tha fathar 
of Naana Gupta's daughlar 
Mata ha 


I note . I told them 1 had no intentions of adding 
to the list. Finally when we did finish first I was 
pretty jubilant. It was as if a big burden had 
gone off. Even after that I had given a long 
thought as to whether 1 still wanted to 
continue in English county or club cricket? 

But then I told myself, no It's nice to leave the 
stage when people are still wanting more. It's 
so sad to see sportsmen go on and on and yet 
not achieving anything. 

And being able to play an important role in 
Glamorgan's victory ..Jesus, whatever 
feelings of not making it to the World Cup... 
all were forgotten That showed that Viv was 
never dead, he came back and won the final 
bout. Jesus, I'm privileged. 

Fine, but coming back to the West Indian 
team, didn't you feel betrayed? It seemed 
that people you had helped immensely 
in the past, hardly did anything for you 
in this period of crisis... 

There were people in the West Indian cricket 
administration who wanted to see the new 
captain Richie Richardson get the full respect 
and command of his new team. And 1 could 
definitely sec their point of view. There was a 
logic in that argument, because there are 
limes when having an ex-captain or two does 
hamper the rhythm of the team. 

But again there are exceptions. You'll also 
find an ex-captam like Kapil Dev extending all 
possible support to Azhar, helping the side out 
with his immense experience. You do need 
that kind of an experience, that kind of a 
knowhow and only people who have played 

at the highest 
level for many 
years can 
provide that. 

Look at 

the Indian side. 

A tremendous 
blend of youth 
and experience 
which has 
resulted in this 
transformation. 
Unfortunately, 

I don't think 
we (West Indian 
cricketers) have 
the same son 
of loyalty and 
that hurts a little 
bit. But it 
didn't hun to a 



great degree because at the back of my mind I 
always knew there were traitors on board 
(laughs). 

And the people for whom you give your all 
for (laughs, and adds, 'no names 
please')...would someday in the end when 
they are called upon to back you, wouldn't 
come up with the courage. I knew all about 
that and that's why I wasn't very 
disappointed. I knew the selfish guys. 

0 

To put It very bluntly, was it surprising 
that Richie Richardson didn't stand up 
for you? 

Well, as the captain 1 had often put my neck 
on the block. And one particular day when 
you asked other people to do that for you it 
showed the true colours of the people around 
you. 

Richie has said that you had a heart to 
heart chat with him and told him exactly 
what you wanted to. On the other hand 
he clarified his side and eventually It was 
all sorted out... 

Well, we did have a meeting. But 1 don't know 
about this sorting out business (laughs). 

You see, you got to understand the right 
perspective. During my time, as an individual, 
may be because, 1 was achieving so much 
there used to be a lot of people who started 
hankering for that kind of a respect. And they 
didn't get it. Now with me out of the way, 
some people hoped they would get it. Though 
I'm not too sure whether they got it finally 
(laughs). 

How would you judge your own 
captaincy record? 

Well, not many people gave me a chance 
when I took over from Clive Lloyd. All I can 
tell you IS that I was very pleased at the end of 
the day that I carried on from where Clive had 
left and if you look at the record... 

You didn't lose a single Test series... 

That's right. 1 handed the baton back without 
losing a series and 1 said 'yeah, here you are*. 
The same way the captain (Lloyd) had given it 
to me, 1 handed it back. 

What were the exact plans when you 
opted out of the West Indies captaincy? 

At that time I was mentally through with Test 
match cricket and decided that I would end 
my international career with the World Cup. I 
had imagined, minus the pressures of 


captaincy. I'll be able to concentrate harder, I 
would be able to relax a bit and believe me, I 
would've been of good help to the side. 

But by that time I was already quite bored 
with the West Indian board, the wranglings, 
jealousy of some of the players and that sort of 
feelings. I realised I had, had enough. 

What kind of feelings? 

Some people thought that I was too large for 
the game. Now 1 can't help it if people see a 
larger than life figure in Viv Richards. 
Whatever I achieved was on the cricket field 
and may be the manner which I had 
performed (made people ecstatic). Later on I 
understood the jealous guys (around me) 
wanted to acromplish the same thing. I don't 
know whether they'll be able to achieve it. 

But good luck to them. Honestly, I didn't feel 
mad when dropped from the World Cup; 
because I knew, at the end, everything would 
come back to me and when it did, I said, 

'Jesus, 1 told you'. 

Over the years some people have always 
found you very warm, receptive, willing 
to speak your lieart out. Yet the i6onunon 
impression of Vivian Richards portrayed 
in the media has almost always been the 
opposite. There were quite a few 
controversies involving you and 
pressmen. Looking back, do you regret 
any one of the controversies? Especially 
the one with English tabloid journalist 
James Lawton? 

Na, Na. There arc some reporters who tend to 
think they have a divine right to write 
whatever they feel like. If you noticed, the 
people I'm always having wrangles with, 
tends to be a section of the British press more 
than anyone else. It is only the British press 
who write about such things. Not the entire 
British press, but a section of them, who're 
obviously not good at what they do and they 
try to distract everyone from cricket. 

What they did in that England series was 
targeting me every now and then. 1 was ill a 
bit, in that series. As I was suffering from an 
acute fischula and the British press went to 
town with all kinds of absurd reporting. It was 
rumoured that I had cancer or I had piles and 
what not. The English supporters who had 
come with the team were certainly 
influenced. They were putting up banners like 
'England piles it on Viv.' 

Now when you read and see th^ kind of 
things happening, things that are totally 
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untrue...You obviously get mad. I decided to 
confront Mr James Lawton because he was 
writing rubbish about people without 
realising the consequences. If he wanted to 
write about my illness, he should have gone to 
the nursing home in England where I was 
operated and checked back with the doctor. 
Without doing that, how could he jump to 
condusions? I was very hurt by these 
unfounded sutements. Now I'm also human. 
Blody human. 

So I went up to the press box, confronted 
Mr Lawton and told him my exact feelings. 
The entire British press were a witness to that 
conversation. 

The only regret that I have is I ought to have 
taken the West Indies team off the field. As far 
as giving that verbal rousing to Mr Lawton, 
I've no regrets. 

So you perceive that the animosity from 
the British press is due to a tinge of 
racism? 

I wouldn't go that far. But I'd rather use a 
more conservative word 'bias.' They can be 
pretty biased at times (laughs). 

They don't like to see a person like myself, 
notably bladt...pFoud as I am...strong as I 
am...confident as 1 am...as positive as I am, to 
succeed. You see. I'm not the colonial type. I 
voiced my options strongly against South 


ipUntbitlas 
Task vaisM Eagtaiid at Iha 
Oval ia ism 
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I knew the selfish 
guys. As captain I 
had often put my 
neck on the block. 
And one day 
when you asked 
other people to do 
that for you, it 
showed the true 
colours of the 
people around 
you 
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Africa. I said repeatedly, why 1 vyon't go to 
South Africa and that didn't make me very 
popular with the British press because some of 
their reporters did defend that (apartheid) 
regime. So anyone like me voicing his opinion 
strongly, gets accused. 1 got accused on all 
sorts of charges, but I kept on telling myself, 
'I'm not the first one The great boxer 
Muhammad All had also got accused for his 
strong political views.' 

Last year, while India was touring South 
Africa, their Board people had come up 
with the information that you agreed 
to tour South Africa with Glamorgan. 
How come you didn't accompany the 
side despite agreeing to go initially? 

Yes, 1 think they had announced it, but when I 
told my team about my ‘Strong views on the 
subject, they understood and didn't request 


Richards, in the hlua and 
gold colours of Glamorgan, 
gals a standing ovation as 
ha goes out to bat for the 
last time in his caraor in 
1993 

dd 

Yeah, that’s true 
(that I'm the father 
of Neeiia Gupta's 
baby). I'm not 
going to tell a lie. 
Why tell a tie? 
Yes,we did have a 
relationship, yeah 
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me for the second lime. I think I did a very 
wise thing by not going to South Africa. My 
views on South Africa are still pretty strotig. 

What are your views? 

ril only go when they introduce the one man 
one vote system. Where each and everyone can 
vole in a democratic pattern. I would go to 
South Africa only when everything is on 
equal terms. Money, dollars and cents can't 
buy my self respect. I'm very proud that way. 

Of late, there has been so much 
controversy over ^ball tampering' and 
'reverse swing.' You played the 
Pakistanis for so many years. Did you 
ever experience them doctoring the ball? 

I tell you something, I always believe that 
when the fox can't get to the grapes it's going 
to lell the other guy who tan get it, ihat it's 
sour. I believe, that's the case here. You find 
this always in England. Whenever they lose lo 
a visiting team they go to tov\m accusing ilie 
other side that they did this or did that. 

But if we could go bac k a little and 
remember a gentleman called Mr John Lever! 

If memory serves me right he was using vaseline 
and putting cream on the ball in India. I'm not 
going to say that was cheating, but 1 just leave 
It to your imagination. I'll end the topic with a 
little suggestion lo the English "sometimes 
sun tan lotion can be used as a solution to get 
the ball to swing both ways. It helps the ball to 
swing." (laughs) 

Kapil Dev's record 432 wickets has 
sparked off a debate as to who was 
India's greatest ever cricketer? You 
played against India for nearly two 
decades. During that period who will be 
your choice as the Greatest? 

Sunny Gavaskar. No douht about that. Now 
why do I say this without any hesitation? Over 
the years, the West Indian fast bowlers have 
been accused of intimidatory bowling, of 
bowling too many short pitched deliveries 
thereby making it impossible for the batsman 
to score and all that stuff. Now standing in the 
lips when I used to watch Sunny bat I used to 
get tremendous pleasure. He dominated the 
same bowlers. He got thirteen hundreds 
against the West Indies. Now people struggle 
o score thirteen hundreds in their lifetime. 

And he got it just against us. Against the best 
bowling attack. That to me was the hallmark 
of greatness. 

:f you wore to pick one of the four 
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allrounders, who would be your choice? 
Kapil? Botham? Imran? Hadlee? 

Oh, It will have to be Ian 1 don't want to take 
away anything from the other guys They are 
all great in their capacity But 1 always looked 
upon Ian as a matchwinner Maybe he wasn't 
a better allrounder than Garfield Sobers, but 
I've always looked upon him as an allrounder 
who contributed equally to his team One 
moment he was batting well then you saw 
him taking wickets and m between, may be, 
speaacular catches 

Let me ask you another straightforward 
question. Who would you rate as a better 
bat? Sachin Tendulkar or Brian Lara? 

Nay, I'm not going to make any comment at 
this stage All I can tell you is that I'm possibly 
coming down here this winter to watch the 
India-West Indies senes And for me, the 
highpoini of the series will be the battle 
between these two 

Where did you see Sachin play? 

I saw him in only one match Yorkshire versus 
Glamorgan I think he stored thirty odd runs 
against us but whatever little I saw, I was quite 
impressed 

Are you also surprised to see that one 
Narendra Hirwani who singlehandedly 
demolished your team has gone into 
oblivion? 

Not really I he man who has taken his place, 
this Kumbic is much more consistent He 
mightn t give the ball lot of air, but he doesn i 
give you anything He is at you all the time He 
mayn't be a big spinner like an Abdul Qadir or 
a Shane Warne But he is the most accurate 
bowler that you could find anywhere 

There's a story doing the rounds in India 
for the last four years. Film as well as 
news magazines have splashed headlines 
on this and one thought if we could 
check back with you, because this is 
something concerning you and an Indian 
actress... 

Go ahead Tell me what is it^ 

That Neena Gupta's daughter was born 
out of wedlock and more 
imporuntly, Vivian Richards was the 
unidentified father... 

Yeah, that's true I'm not going to tell a lie 
why? why tell a be? Yes, we did have a 
relationship, yeah 



But then why isn't Neena coming out in 
the open and saying, ^yeah, Vivian 
Richards is the father?' Then all the nasty 
speculation and cheap stories could be 
laid to rest. 

I don't think that would be a very sensible 
thing to do Maybe because of the society 
you're into, you just can't do certain things 
that you like It's really hard on he r and 1 
understand that fully But then it's something 
that IS private and you could say nobody's 
business'^ 

Do you want me to keep the last part of 
our conversation off the record? 

No, you could just say that Viv has accepted 
the responsibility for this and has said this is 
something which is stnaly between 
Vivian Richards and Neena Gupta It's 
their business. 


Richie Riciwnisoii (sten 
here with Kamal Sidbuof 
'lolbc Picture'fame) it 
tiipeosedto be the men 
benind the axing of 
Richards 

They don't like to 
see a person like 
myself, notably 
black... 

Proud as I 
am...strong as I 
am....confident as 
I am...as positive 
aslam...todoweli 
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Becker finally seems 
to have got back his 
game after a long gap 
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FATHER 

BECKER, 

THE NON 
CONFORMIST 



B oris BECKER was never a 
conformist. He was nevqjc 
one to play the game of 
tennis or life according to 
rules made by other people. He always 
i>elieved in living life, the way he 
deemed fit. His intensity on court 
could match the intensity with which 
he lives life, always probing, always 
looking for means to make life a little 
more meaningful and worth living. 
And he was never really bothered 
about the impression that he left on 
people. 

Becker is a perfectionist who gets 
very worked up when the rhythm 
fails, whether in his life or in his 
workplace. He does not care about 
public opinion when it comes to 
matters of the heart and the beliefs 
which he thinks will serve to direct his 
life towards perfection. 

At 25, when he fell in love with a 
coloured model Barbara Felius, the 
whole of Germany was up in arms. 

But Becker was not to be perturbed. 

He was not bothered when he fell out 
of the Top 10 last year... the first time, 
since *85. He dropped out notjust 
from the ATP cotnputer.but also from 
tournaments when he found that he 
was to become a father. ♦ s 

The fact that he was not married to 


Barbara Faltat watching har hatband at 
Wimbladon '93. Backar howavar, only raachad 
thasamia 

Barbara did not come in the way of his 
thinking or acting. For him, 
fatherhood was one of the most 
important occasions of his life and 
there was no way he was (^oing to miss 
any part of it, and if that came in the 
way of his career and rankings, well, 
too bad. But then Becker is no 
ordinary bloke and is^seldom dictated 


by the rules that govern society. Why 
even the way he presented Barbara 
with her engagement ring was very 
special and innovative. At dinner in 
Munich he gave her the ring hidden in 
her cocktail glass and almost made a 
faux pas. "I thought I was in for a 
shock when she told me that she had 
swallowed something. Luckily it was 
just an ice cube,^' remembers Becker. 

The fact that since capturing the 
Milan title early last year he had 
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played in 21 events without winning a 
single one, did not remove him from 
Barbara's side. He was content Just to 
be beside her, watch over her and 
spoil her. Everybody expected him to 
participate m the Australian Open but 
then Boris does not live his life to suit 
anybody's expectations. He opted out 
from the limelight and only came mto 
the news when his remarks about the 
dope tests conducted by the ATP 
created quite a stir in the upper 
echelons of the management and 
among his compatriots. In an 
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interview to a German magazine tennis. He realised that after such a 

Becker claimed that the drug testing long lay-off it would be doubly 

system of the ATP was faulty and that difficult for him to get his game into 

results and names of players who top gear. And it was a very fit and trim 
tested positive were being suppressed Boris that stepped on to court at the 
by the ATP. Becker then retracted the Open 13 in Marseille for his first ATP 

statement following a long discussion tournament of the year. 'The fact that 
withMarkMilestheCEOof the ATP I look slim is notjust an impression. I 

Tour and said that he was not aware of have worked quite hard. Right now I 
the recent changes in the drug testing have only apples for dinner, "he 
procedure employed by the ATP. quipped. That he departed from 

Marseille in the second round and did 
But all during his layoff, Beckertyas notgetbeyond wasonly tobe 
very much thinking of his first love expeaed. 


A couple of days later it was a very 
relaxed Becker with girlfriend and son 
Noah Gabriel in tow who landed at 
Milan to play in the Muratti Time 
Indoor. He spoke of the Joys of 
fatherhood and how much it meant to 
him. "In general I am in a very good 
state of mind. That makes tennis a 
little easier. It makes me calm on court 
knowing that 1 have something more 
important at home. Both Barbara and 
I liked the names Noah and Gabriel 
very much—they have a nice 
meaning when you translate them. 
They have nothing to do with either 
Yannick (Noah) or singer Peter 
Gabriel," he said. 

The couple was the toast of the 
town and Becker even took time off to 
lunch with the fashion designer 
Giorgio Armani who returned the 
favour by attending several of the 
German's matches as did the mayor of 
Milan, Marco Formentini. And then 
came the unexpected. But then with 
Becker one has always come to expea 
the unexpeaed. He triumphed over 
his opposition that came in the form of 
Arnaud Boetsch, Amos Mansdorf, 
Cedric Pioline, Ronald Agenor and 
finally Petr Korda to win his first title 
of the year in only his second 
tournament after his layoff. 

"It's been a long time. I didn't 
expea to win a tournament again so 
soon after my break. This is a special 
occasion for me also because it is my 
first win as 'father Becker'. I am happy 
with my form right now, I just hope 1 
will continue to play like this for the 
next few weeks. I've worke^ very 
hard in January and now it is pa]^ng 
off," said Becker in the post-final 
interview. 

Make no mistake. Boris Becker is 
back. And he is in very good nick. But 
again with Becker, good form counts 
for very little. He will have you 
thinking, and almost believing, that 
he is the best player in one match and 
in the very next, he will go down 
meekly to some player you didn't 
know played the game. That's Becker 
for the world. A man always questing 
for the balance in everything he does 
... and yet, very much a non 
conformist. ■ 
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TENNIS 


ROBOCOPWITHA 
HUMAN HEART 


H li'S tough. He's 6' 1 " 2 " tall and 
blonde. He's nicknamed 
Robocop on the circuit because of his 
machine-like playing style. And 
recenily after winning the Dubai 
Open, his second hardcourt success of 
the year, Magnus Gustaffson of 
Sweden made it back to the Top 10 for 
the first time since August '91. 

Though he ranks as No. 10 in the 
IBM/ATP computer, as a human being 
he ranks right at the top. His business 
manager at Advantage International, 
Slade Mead vouches for this, 

"Magnus is probably the nicest guy on 
the tour and everybody likes him." 

In a sport that is often sullied by the 
presence of so many prima donnas, 
Gustaffson comes across as a pleasant 
change. He still retains a huge chunk 
of the humanity and humility that is 
at times missing in the stars of today. 
Last December after an exhibition 
match involving him in Bonn failed to 
raise money for the war-ravaged 
children in former Yugoslavia, he 
wrote a letter to the newspapers there 
expressing his anguish and 
frustrations. "I still feel that the^e of us 
who enjoy the privileges or living in 
peace and comfort have an obligation 
to assist the victims of war," he wrote. 
The Swede then made a five figure 
donation to the German Red Cross. 

Gustaffson seriously believes that 
aas like these would go a long way to I 
encourage the other stars and athletes 
to do the right thing and contribute a 
little more towards charities. "In 
sports nowadays we get so much of 
money, it's easy to give back, and we 
should do that whenever we have the 
chance. Also many people are looking 
up to sportsmen these days. If they do 
things like this there will be less bad 
things in the world, " he adds. 

His caring and sharing attitude is 
also reflected on Team Klein (of which 
he is a member) coached by Tim Klein. 
The player who does best in this team 
subsidises the coaching, travel and 
equipment expenses of the player 
who does worst. The past three years 
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has seen Gustaffson giving away 
thousands of dollars to struggling 
teammate Lars Jonsonn. Gustaffson 
maintains that this generous trait is 
the result of his upbringing and 
specially the influence of his mother 
Marie Louise who is a kindergarten 
teacher. "She gives rather than 
receives," was what he had to say. 

The Swedish hunk had recently 
taken to transcendental meditation 
and his results have shown a marked 
improvement after that. "Meditation 
gives you more energy and better 
concentration. It's also a very nice 
thing to do, like getting a couple of 
naps every day," he claims. 








Unlike top performers in sport 
today, Gustaffson Is yet to come to 
terms with the celebrity status that 
fame has imposed on him. He confides 
that he lost many girlfriends because 
he is away from home for such long 
periods. He is currently quite serious 
about Helena a 25«year-old, studying 
engineering at Chalmers University. 
''She^s the brains of our relationship 
and she understands that t have to 
travel a lot/' he confides. He certainly 
misses the normal things in life like 
going to college and admits, "Man, I 
missed out on so much. Sometimes I 
think about it. All I do,, is hit tennis' 
bans/' 


Still not as popular as some of the 
other tennis stars, he has excelled on 
clay and in the European circuit. In 
'91, he won for Sweden a sensational 
7-0 record at the World Team Cup. In 
'92, he won a five-setter m the 
deciding Davis Cup match against 
Canada and last year he upset Jim 
Courier 6^4,6-3 at the Pans Open and 
then went on to defeat Boris Becker 
and Michael Stich at the Antwerp 
Indoor before losing to Sampras in the 
final. 

Tennis and spon could well do with 
some more 'humans' like Magnus 
Gustaffs(»L 







PEOPUARETALKING 


G UILLtRMU VILAS who was 
hired by Oahrield Sabatini to 
coach her last year, discusses 
Sabatmi's problems ''She has 
completely lost her game She had 
everybody commg to her and saying, 
'I can make you No 1 no problem ' 

There were a lot of people who 
wanted to use her and ionfuse 
her How can she talk about 
becoming ihe No 1 when she hasn l 
won a tou rnament in a year and a half 


If she thinks that we can work for a 
week and gel rewarded nght away 
with a title, well, that would be 
injustice Next month, she will want 
me to sent her to Mars without a space 
capsule This is a person with so much 
I ol laleni but we haven't even started 
to get It all out of her, there's another 
60% to go " 

I ON TIRIAC, Boils Becker's former 
coach on why he is so 
unsympathetic towards players who 
complain about their plight "1 don t 
undeisiand today when players talk 
about pressure, pressure, pressure 


What IS pressure for heaven's sake'^ 
The pressure is you make either 10 
million more or 10 million less. A 
tennis player probably has to do more 
Press conferences than Clinton But 
that's fine You take the good dnd you 
lake the bad You have become 
known over the world overnight, just 
because you hit a tennis ball better 
than the guy with the blonde hair I 
think a tennis player has to confe to 
terms with his fame and his position " 

J IM COURIER on his goals for this 
year and on the Nancy Kerrigan 
attack and the influence of money "I 



T E N N IS TALK 


think that people lose sight of reality a 
little bit I don't know if it's the money 
that makes people do wacky things or 
the fame or what, but for me, pride 
and just self esteem are much more 
important than sacrificing everything 
I've got, just to get a spot that you are 
renting There's nothing wrong with 
striving for No 1, but at all costs it is 
maybe a bit too much And about my 
goals, I had two, really One of them is 
past, T wanted to land successfully in 
the (Federal Express) flight 
stimulator, but I crashed and burned 
twice Last year I went onc-ior two 
The other is to gel my golf handicap 
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down trom 12 to eight If 1 can get 
more of a short game I've got it At the 
moment, my best surface is my bed ' 

S HL s entertained us for over two 
decades and has given tennis some 
timeless moments to cherish And 
now that Martina Navratilova has 
dended that this year is going to be her 
last, in competitive tennis she 
suddenly discovers how much she 


Martina Navratilova Thank you for tbo music f 
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I means to her fans and to the general 
tennis loving fraternity "It's 
wonderful I've been waiting 20 years 
for this But It s a little strange For 
years] felt underappreciated, and 
now I feel overappieciated I hit an 
average shot and get a standing 
ovation I think they go a iittle 
overboard but I can lake it " 

G oran IVANISFVIC recently 
confessed that Michael Chang 
was one optH>nenl whom he never 
wanted to face across the net And his 
reasons ' Chang is like a fly a liitle 
mosc)uito Fvery where he is )ust 
running and running and you have to 
win points three times to win one 
point " 

TOUR TIDBITS 

B jorn BORG has finally done 
It again He hasolficially 
announced his retirenu ni yet again 
After losing to Ak xander Volkov in 
the Kremlin Cup Borg decided that it 
was time to finally accept that he was 
out of his depth in the men s tour and 
could do belter in the senior's circuit 
Said Borg 'Today is a faster game 
There are more good players playing 
now than 10 years ago Bui 1 still have 
fun playing and will do so for many 
more years Ai least a couple of 
tournament wins in the senior s 
circuit could see his financial 
condition improve albeit marginally 

I N '92 when Andre Agassi finally 
won Wimbledon everybody 
thought that he was finally living up 
to his talent and was on the road back 
to success Well, Agassi got lost 
somewhere along the road bui ih his 
native 1 as Vegas nobody will have a 
problem reaching Agassi's place After 
initially opposing the idea Las Vegas 
authorities have decided to name two 
streets m his exclusive 
neighbourhood after the one-time 
Wimbledon champ Las Vegas from 
now on will have Andre Drive and 
Andre Court featuring on their maps 
Certainly looks like 'Image is 
everything', and that tennis actually 
matters for very little ■ 
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NATIONAL GAMES 




The Games had an expenditure of Rs. 50 crores. 
Critics contended that it was an image-building 
exercise for the organiser, Suresh Kalmadi, But 
there was massive television coverage, good 
crowd response and quite a few records were also 
set. NOVY KAPADIA analyses the pros and cons 
of holding this two—week long extravaganza 


S FT amidst 200 acres of 

verdant landscape, the Shri 
Shiv Chhatrapati Sports City 
at Balewadi near Pune, is the 
most ambitious sports complex in the 
country. Suresh Kalrnaduhe 
chairman of the organising committee 
and prime mover behind these 
National Gaihes has grandiose plans 
for this site. But ultimately the query 
arises, is the cost involved worth it? 

The National Games had a budget of 
Rs. 8 crores. However the expenditure 
on infrastruaure, the stadia, the 
Olympic size swimming pool, the 
velodrome and the Games village was 
quite substantial. The estimated budget 
spent on this infrastructure is about 
Rs. 45 cforcs. Various complexes are 
still unfinished. The gymnasium hall 
did not have a proper roof. Boxing was 
held in an open air ring with 
temporary stands for spectators. 

Stands at the wrestling arena also 
needed touching up. Dr. C. M. 
Muthiah^the chairman of the Games 
Technical Condua Committee said 
that, '"Construaion work is in three 
phases. The ultimate aim is that from 
the velodrome till the periphery near 
the foothills, there will be hockey, 
football and handball fields.'' So 
obviously infrastruaure construction 
costs will soar. 

Local authorities in Pune, spent 
about Rs. 35-40 crores on widening 
roads, beautifying of the oty and 


creating a green belt Whilst this may 
seem extravagant, the atizens of Pune 
consider it worthwhile. The gains are 
obvious. For years, local Pune 
politicians had been lobbying for 
widening of the road from the airport. 
Now due to the National Games and as 
the President of the India attended the 
Opening Ceremony, this was done 
promptly. So for all the stringent 
criticism of escalating costs, there is a 
positive aspect to sports 
extravaganzas in India like the Asiad 
and National Games. In 1982, a part of 
Delhi became modernised with 
flyovers and wide roads. The carping 
critics blamed the erstwhile Prime 
Minister, the late Mrs. Indira Gandhi 
for wasteful expenditure. But twelve 
years later these flyovers and wide 
roads are a boon and allow for a free 
flow of vehicular traffic in the capital 
which has increased by about fifty per 
cent or more. So Pune has now gained 
what Delhi did in 1982. So ironically, 
Indian sports is aiding civic 
development. 

This trend is a legacy of Asiad '82. 
Another tradition is the nexus 
between sports and politicians. 
Kalmadi feels that, 'Tndian spons 
need politicians as they know how to 
generate funds." Maybe he is right. 
Kalmadi cenainly generated ample 
funds for the National Games. In fact 
he has vet a new trend for sports 
events in India, making them self • 



sufficient by effective sponsorship. 

History v^l ultimately remember 
the National Games at hint, as the 
privatisation of sports in India. 
Kalmadi emulated Peter Ueberroth's 
feat in the 1984 Los Angeles Olympics 
of roping in enough private sponsors 
to reduce government expenditure.' 






Kalmadi Applied Maninohatiics to the an equivalent amount on diverse pf the twenty-seven sports disciplines 


Kational Games and ensured that forms of publicity. Beddes the main had a separate sponsor, leading to a 

they were financially viable. Like qK)nsor,Kalmadi and the organising greater involvement of the private 

Peter UcfbeiToth,Kalmadl showed that committee roped hi about 50 other sector with Indian sports. Kalmadi 

he’ is the best for ^rts. sponsors, who paid sOms ranging considers the expenditure on roads 

'Ilieinalnqionsor,Baji|| Auto,,a, bmnRs. 5 to 25 lakhs. The Games and stadia as capital investment, with 

Pune based omnpany contribute^ ' budgetofRs.8croreswasnietby National Games actmg as a catalyst to 

ahobstHs. IcTDieassptKisoit^aiid qionsors.Fbr the first dine ever, each improve sports facilides and civic 








amenities. 

Another unique feature of the 
National Games was unprecedented 
television coverage. For the first time 
in Indian sports, a cnckei Test match 
(Sri Lanka vs India, 1st Test at 
Lucknow) was shown on the second 
•channel with the National Games 
getting prime coverage on the 
national network. The telecast was as 
much as seven hours a day for ten 
days. Besides^there was a one hour 
capsule of highlights, each night 
making it a total of 80 hours of TV 
coverage, the maximum since Asiad 
'82. Sponsors were found and 
Doordarshan's coverage was 
popularly received. So here is another 
indirect gain for Indian sports. The 
mandarins of Doordarshan should 
now realise that sports other than 
cricket also sell. 

The vast television coverage was a 
boon to lesser known sports like 
cycling, canoeing and kayaking, 
rowing and a new sport like fencing. 
As part of the package deal, 
Doordarshan covered all the 27 sports 
disciplines, much to the delight of the 
participants. India's ace cyclist, 
Fatehjung Singh of Punjab said, "We 
rarely get such exposure on TV". The 
sturdy cyclists from the Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands, like Fullbirth, 
Inneoiis, Cecily and Daisy were elated 
as cycling, 

virtually unknown in India, got ample 
exposure. Johnny Romal, Philip 
Verghese, John Verghese, Minimol 
and Beena Zuber in their shining new 
fibroglass canoes or kayaks achieved 
more fame and popularity in these ten 
days than what they obtained from 
their successes in the Asian meet at 
Hiroshima last year. Coach G.S. Nair, 
from the Sports Authority of India's 
Water Sports Centre at Alleppey, 
Kerala,felt participation in the 
National Games was a boost to their 
fledgling sport. Of course established 
stars like Shiny Wilson and Bahadur 
Prasad revelled in the media coverage. 
They were constantly sought by 
autograph hunters and for interviews. 

Extensive Doordarshan coverage 
also made the girl 'with the golden 
arrow', Pumima Mahato a 
household name. This talented 


seven teen-year-old from Jamshedpur 
won a record six gold medals in 
•archery. Her skills got nation-wide 
attention, which also helped to 
highlight her problem of purchasing 
expensive equipment. So far, 
Piiinima's parents spent their own 
money to enable her to pursue her 
sporting dreams. Now the SAI has 
responded and is willing to allow 
Purnima to train either at their centre 
in Ranchi or at Calcutta. They are 
willing to bear all the costs and 
provide her the latest equipment. 

The ultimate success story of the 
National Games was the crowds 
flocking to sports venues. At the start 
of the National Games, it was a trickle. 
Later, it became a flood and when 
admission was free, it was a deluge. 
Ticket costs was reasonable. Rs. 20 per 
day which granted access to all stadia, i 
On the second Sunday of the Games, | 




entrance was frey and the crowds 
poured in. Seemingly, lesser popular 
disciplines like swimming, basketball, 
boxing, volleyball, gymnastics and 
kabaddi were a sell-out. 

The swimming pool had a capacity 
of 3,500. Nearly twice that number 
forced their way in. Some 
over-enthusiastic spectators crowded 
near the edge of the pool. The police 
resorted to a minor lathi charge;to 
chase the teeming crowds. The 
director of the swimming 
competitions and former national 
coach, Mr. K. V. Sharma said that he 
had never seen such crowds at a 
swimming meet. Former 
international swimmer Khazan Singh 
chuckled that, "Such vociferous 
support encourages the swimmers. If I 
had got such support, during my peak 

Action during tho womon's final batwoan 
Bihar and Punjab 
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I could have obtained faster timings." 
Ace swimmers, Sajini Shetty and 
Sebastian Xavier, both of wTiom 
bagged seven gold medals each, 
briefly received the adulation, usually 
reserved for cricketers in this country. 
At the swimming pool there were 
excited queries about whether Sajini 
or Sebastian would win another gold 
or set a new record. 

The women's kabaddi final 
between winners Bengal and 
runners-up Maharashtra was 
witnessed by about 10,000 frenzied 
supporters. Bengal's internationals 
Monika Saha, Policy Das and Deepali 
Bhattacharya felt the massive crowd 
support helped them play the game of 
their lives. I 

Packed crowds were also witnessed ' 
at the unfinished gymnastics hall. Thei 
various apparatuses, including the 
foam for the floor exercises imported 


from Germany, won instant accolades 
from coaches, officials and 
competitors. International gymnast 
Krupali Patel says that with better 
equipment and intensive coaching at 
a young age, the standard of Indian 
gymnastics is on the upswing. She said 
that, "Indian gymnasts are doing 

The Games budget of Rs. 

8 crores was met by 
sponsors. For the first 
time ever, each of the 27 
sports disciplines had a 
separate sponsor, 
leading to a greater 
involvement of the 
private sector in Indian 
sports 


exercise routines which previously 
were not thought ofShe admitted 
that in areas like dismounting there 
were still weaknesses. However the 
standard is improving. SAI coach 
Rajendra Patheria who trains budding 
gymnasts at the Marathwada 
Sanskriti Mandal in Aurangabad 
wants the splendid centre at Pune to 
be converted into a permanent 
training arena for young gymnasts. 
Patheria says, "Constant use of such 
modern equipment and international 
exposure will ensure that champions 
roll out in no lime." 

At the National Games, several 
young gymnasts enthralled the 
audience. Seventeen-year-old Pampa 
Das of Bengal captivated the crowds 
with her intricate routine of exercises 
and graceful movements. Youngsters 
Sampa Dey and Srabanti Naskar from 
Bengal, Amruta Zawar and Vishal 
Deshpande from Maharashtra and 
muscular Vikas Sabherwal from 
Punjab also excelled. Incidentally 
Vishal, a protege of Patheria, won a 
silver medal in an international 
sub-junior competition held at 
Hungary last year. 

So the National Games, considered 
by many as an extravaganza and an 
image-building exercise by Suresh 
Kalmadi had positive aspeas also. But 
the key question is,as was the case 
with the stadia in Delhi after the 
Asiad, will the facilities be used 
regularly?The complex is about 20 
kms. outside Pune and not easily 
accessible. Kalmadi is confident that 
this problem will be surmounted. He 
proposes to set up a sports science 
centre at the Balewadi sports 
complex. Other plans include training 
camps and sports academies. Efforts 
are being made to persuade Life 
Insurance Corporation of India (LIC) 
to sponsor a gymnastics academy at 
the sports city. The executive direaor 
of the SAI in Delhi, Mr O. P. Bhatia has 
asked for the use of these facilities for 
coaching camps in various sports 
during the summer and winter school 
holidays. The future use of the stadia is 
crucial. They should not be allowed to 
atrophy, else the gains of the massive 
expenditure on the National Games 
will be minimised. • 
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I N T E' R^'V 1 E W 


SINCERITY' 


Milkha Smgh created Indian sporting history 
when he came fourth in the 400m in the 
Rome Olympics of I960 The timing 45 6 
secs Thirty-four years later the record still 
stands But Milkha Singh has faded into 
history Except when you spot him nowand 
then at national meets, like the recent 
National Games in Pune 
I came across him, tall, lean, with a red 
turban as he was about to proceed to the Shiv 
Chhatrapati Shivaji city on the outskirts of 
Pune Earlier, he had been a torch-bearer for 
the opening ceremony of the National Games 
My pleadings bore fruit He agreed to talk to 
me for a little while on his, as expeaed, 
favourite topic the present Indian athletics 
scenario 

y y ^ AM ai present on a committee 
I which includes renowned former 
JLsportsmen like Ramanathan 
Knshnan and Bishen Singh Bedi Our job is to 
merely advise different sports associations 
Our |ob IS to give tips on, how many camps 
should be conducted The schedule, the 
regimen 

ON THE PRESENT INDIVIDUAL 
ATHLETES 


BAHADUR PRASAD is really the most 
promising I am optimistic that he will pick up 
a medal at the forthcoming Asian Games in 
Hiroshima Probably, a gold in the 5000m, 
although in the 1500m too, he is very good 
But our general standards have really gone 
down and that is something to ponder about 
as our past results were definitely better — 
and there is no doubt about it We used to get 
about 10-12 medals in athletics at the Asian 
level But look where we were at the last 
Asian Games in Beijmg It is shameful I feel 
that the reason for this downward trend is 
because of a lack of sincenty and hard work on 
the part of the aspiring sportsmen 
Milldia Siagk slaiidiiig oulsidt Ms koim 1^ 

Cfcaadijaili. tm&t Two gwati. Shigli and 
Camfcar nmt an d wclianga gtoasamriai 


UTPAL SOftKAH 





ON THE PERFORMANCE OF SAl 








We neither leek in fecilities 
orfinence. For exempie 
during our time the ennuel 
sportihudget of India was 
unhneginably ahout Rs 
75,000. But at present the 
figure stands at an exorhitant 
Rs 3D0 crores. We have plenty { 
of money. And added to that 
we have plenty of talent also 


ON HOW COACHES CAN BE 
COMPELLED TO DELIVER MORE 
RESULTS 

IT'S very simple. The coaches should be hired 
on contraa basis. This will compel them to 
work harder. In every country, the coaches 
are hired in this pattern. It should not be a 
government Job, as is the case here. This 
results in coaches taking their jobs as a side 
business and hence the focus and the 
dedication is affected. Ultimately, it is 
sincerity that counts. Because otherwise, we 
have everything. We neither lack in facilities 
or finance. For example during our time the 
annual sports budget of India was 
unimaginably about Rs. 75,000. But at 
present the figure stands at an exorbitant Rs. 
300 crdies. We have plenty of money. And 
added to that, we have plenty of talent also. 


THEY are doing more or less a good job. But 
the hitch is that these academies are not 
classified as per different regions of the 
country, which is so essential. Instead they are 
established at the national level. So if a player 
is seleaed for a particular discipline, from a 
State,hc has to go to another part of the 
country to train. This is not easily acceptable 
by the parents. So, for example, if wrestling is 
popular in Pune, then there should be an 
academy in that particular area. Then the kids 
in and around Pune can be taken in for 
training. 

Then what happens is that diet and 
education does not pose a problem and the 
factor of homesickness is reduced to a 
remarkable level. In this, we have to look at 
China. The boys and girls are so young when 
selected, that they have not even learnt to 
speak properly. And they have such 
long-term planning All these kids are being 
groomed to reach their best for the 2004 
Olympics. That's 14 years from now. That is 
how the training and the planning should 
be—12 to 20 years before you push them into 
top-class international competition. Merely 
holding camps before competitions is not 
enough. 

ON REMEDIAL STEPS TO BE 
TAKEN IN THE IMMEDIATE 
FUTURE 

FIRSTLY, an annual sports calertdar for all 
disciplines should be chalked out. This will 
give a clear picture to the boys and girls about 
the events that are forthcoming. 

Normally what happens is that after an event, 
the boys and girls tend to relax, because they 
have no idea when the next competition is 
going to take place. 

Secondly, the qualifying mark for each and 
every discipline for a forthcoming big event 
should be set well in advance. For example, 
the qualifying mark for the Hiroshima Games 
should be set now. Say, if for the 100m, the 
qualifying time is 10.4 secs, ant) a sprinter is 
running 10.6 secs. Then he will have a definite 
idea of what improvement he has to do, if he 
wants to qualify for a big meet. Also, the 
qualifying mark should be determined after 
taking into account, the current 
performances of the other Asian countries. 
Lastly, it is very essential that the preparations 
for the 2000 Olympics should start now itself. 
Interviewed by Nilufcir, Pune 










SILLYPOINT 


irs NOT EASY TO BE. 

A CRICKET 
UMPIRE IN 
DHAKA! 


president of our very own B WTBUG, 
(Bangfadesh 'We Take Bribes' 
Umpires Gang). If you want to 
continue to be an umpire in the 
league, you will have to think twice 
about giving instructions to the 
forefinger to stand up at attention. 
You know, sometimes I curse fate that 
in every decision, you have a veto 
power over me. The Security Council 
in the UN with its veto power has 
become an impotent body. How come 
you are not.^" 

Rahman did not reply to the 
question. 

Meanwhile, the cherry orb began 
Its love affair with gravitation. It 


News nenr Tins season, in the cricket 
ieaf^uc in Dhaka, Neil hatrhrother was 
caught, not oft a thin ccifte by the 
keeper ot first shp, but the shoit man 
Yet the t rowdpressure prevented the 
umpire from lifting his f/nger. 

This is a conversation between Jamil, 
the limbic system, which contains the 
emotions and Rahman, the frontal 
lobe ol the brain, which represents 
reason and logic. This talk is taking 
place inside the skull of Sadiq 
Mohammed, the best umpire in 
Dhaka's cricket league. 


J J O you think," 

^ ^ 1 ^ Jamil said, "you 

I E will be able to 
■ill survive if you give 
Neil Fairbrother out?" 

The ball had risen up, this cherry 
orb against the blue background of the 
sky. 

"Well, I am the best umpire in the 
league," said Rahman, "I've got to 
keep up to my high standards. 1 don't 
want to be like Shakoor Rana of 
Pakistan who refused to give anyone 
out. The result was that he had such a 
loud verbal duel with Gike Matting, 
the captain of England,it almost 
became a hand-to-hand fight." 

"I think you are being 
hypocritical," Jamil said, "what about 
the 20,000 taka that the members of 
Neil Fairbrother's team have given us. 
At that time, you said that Neil had 


nothing to worry about." 

"But now, I am having my doubts," 
Rahman said, "If he is caught and 1 
don't give him out. I'll lose my 
reputation." 

"Then those guys who paid us the 
bribe will be pissed off," Jamil said, 
"they might announce a fai wa for our 
heads. We might have to shack up 
with Taslima Nasrm in her highrise 
apartment in downtown Dhaka. And 
if she says no, then it will have to be 
with Ralman Sushdie We don't have 
too many options. After all, there are 
not too many people walking around 
with a fatwa over their heads. Our life 
will then be in a sort of prison." 

"What bitter truths you arc 
saying," Rahman said, in a shrill, 
anxiety-ridden voice, "I don't know 
what to do. I am on the horns of a 
dilemma." 

"You know," Jamil continued, 
"most people arc born with an 
umbilical cord. But you, it seems, 
have been bom with a moral 
dilemma." 

"I want to be fair," Rahman said, "I 
want to promote fair play." 

"We are not talking about fair play 
here," Jamil said in an exasperated 
voice, "We are talking about 
Fairbrother. Are you going to give him 
out or not? See the crowd is shouting, 
'Not out' crazily. You know that Neil 
Fairbrother is a popular cricketer. 

They are paying him a pile for playing 
here in Dhaka. Nobody wants him to 
get out soon, including Tota Khan, the 





began to come down steadily. The 
roar from the crowd was huge It was 
impossible to concentrate Bui the 
fielder. Shahid All, had his eyes firmly 
fixed, his hands cupped together, and 
the ball fell neatly in A clean, 
well-judged catch 

"Out," screamed the opposing 
team 

"Not out," screamed the spectators, 
"Neil hairbrother is our lair brother ' 

Meanwhile, Ncil Fairbrother took a 
cigar out of his pocket and lit it He 
blew smoke up to the clear, blue sky 

Sadiq Mohammed, the umpire, was 


utterly confused His fingers were 
placed in the pocket of his white coat 
and just as it was twitching to be 
raised, at the express command of the 
'logical' Rahman, there would be a 
yell from the 'emotjonal' Jamil and 
the forefinger would freeze, although 
Dhaka does not have a winter at all 

"You are a spoilsport," Rahman 
said, I am going to use my veto 
power 

Meanwhile, the crowd was still 
shouting 'Not out, not out*' 

Jamil remembered the 20,000 taka 
that had been taken With that, they 



could easily have a three-day romp 
through Bangkok, the sex capital of 
the world Jamil got so exated by the 
thought that he pumped in huge 
doses of the emotion called lust into 
the heart As a result, the excited heart 
pumped out more blood, which 
rushed to the brain and simply 
overwhelmed reason Thus, Sadiq the 
I umpire suddenly shouted, "Not outl" 

The fielders looked at him 
incredulously The captain of the 
opposing team, Talal Azi?, came up to 
the umpire and said, "1 can't believe it 
Arc you mad or what*^ It's a straight¬ 
forward catch How can there be any 
doubts about il^" 

It's an optical illusion," umpire 
Sadiq Mohammed said, there s 
something wrong with your eyes 
According to me, the ball did not land 
in the fielder s hands Instead, he 
missed it completely He has taken 
another ball from his pocket and held 
It up 1 think cricketers need to be 
morally upright 

The captain was so flustered, he did 
not know what to say Neil 
Fairbrother laughed The umpire 
gestured for the match to continue 
Fairbrother casually finished hts cigar 
and took guard He scored a century 
which helped his team to win the 
match And at the end of the day, 

Sadiq Mohammed relaxed in a Jacuzzi 
bath in the umpires' tent President 
Tola Khan of the BWTBUG came up 
and said 'Congratulations, keep up 
the good work!' A crowd formed 
outside the tent and chanted, "Sadiq 
Mohammed, Neil Fairbrother, 
bhai-bhai " 

Late that night, Sadiq took a flight 
out to Bangkok It was a delioous 
break from the travails of umpiring 
After three days of non-stop aaion, a 
satiated Jamil was so tired that he slept 
for 24 hours Meanwhile, Rahman, 
the flag-bearer ol reason, having 
nothing to do in a place like Bangkok, 
went to take sanyas in the spinal cord 

Anyone for cricket umpiring in 
Dhaka*^ ■ 

Sheviin Sebastian 
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PERSONAL ITY 


BANG ON 
TARGET 


Archer Pumima Mahato created a sensation upstaging Limha Ram at the 
recent National Games. Her six gold medals won her the most promising 
sportsperson award of the Games making her a hot prospect for the Asian 
Games later this year 


T he girl wiih the golden 
arrow^ was unassum ng, 
slender but wiry She is 
Purnima Mahato of Bihar 
This 17-year-old prodigy from 
Jamshedpun bagged an 
unprecedented six gold medals in the 
archery events at Pune's Piinpri 
Chinchwaad complex and was the 
real find of the recently held National 
Games Prior to the event she was a 
little known archer Now she has 
achieved celebrity status 

Such was her impact at the National 
Games that she even overshadowed 
the legendary Limba Ram, an 
incredible feat in Indian archery She 
was justifiably given a special award 
for the most promising sportsperson 
of the Games When she won her first 
gold medal media interest was a mere 
trickle Later as she won six gold 
medals it became a deluge She 
handled the photographers and 
questions with aplomb but can she 
cope with the pressures of stardom'> 

Her success triggered olt a minor 
controversy Mr ArjunBikram 
Shah, president of the Bihar Olympic 
Association (BOA), claimed that the 
Sports Authonty of India (SAl) was 
neglecting archers from Bihar He saidl 
'"archery has a nch tradition in Bihar 




and many dubs in which this sport is 
practised flourished here. Yet the SAI 
ignores talented archers from Bihar. 
Also they do not help us get modem 
equipment." Mr. Shah critldsed the 
SAI for only concentrating on archers 
from tribal areas. Hb opinion was that 
the SAI archery training centres 
should not be limited for tribals only 
but should include talent from all over 
India- 

Pumima Mahato's coach Jayanta 
Gopal Baneijee also echoed similar 
sentiments. Jayanta has coached 
Purnima since she took to this sport in 
1988 at his Jamshedpur club, the 
Archery Training Centre. Jayania's 
grouse is that the SAI does not 
subsidise purchase of equipment for 



* 1 


his trainees. He said that Pumima's 
parents spent "nearly Rs. 50,000 on 
her equipment, so that she can 
compete at a national level." Pumima 
a shy teenager, nodded in assent. 
Jayanta added that, "Pumima is from 
a middle class background. Her father 
works in TELCO and so can afford to 
use their savings to buy archery 
equipment for their daughter. But 
other parents cannot cope with such 
expenses." 

Jayanta Baneijee's club exists on 
subscriptions and finandai aid from 
TISCO. The trainees pay a meagre Rs. 
30 per month and train with bamboo 
arrows. Jayanta Is justifiably proud of 
his club's performance and says, "so 
far we have produced several 
internationals, Sanjeev Singh, 

Royana Roy, Renuka Roy, N^Jay 
Prasad, Rajender Guia who later was 
chosen for the SAG scheme by SAI, 
Mahender Singh Sard! and now 
Pumima." Altogether there are six 
clubs in Bihar which promote 
archery. The query arises that are they 
being neglected? 

Mr. O. P. Bhatia, an executive 
director at the SAL who has additional 
charge of the SAG scheme, also 
repudiates the charge that archers 
from Bihar are being negleaed. He 
categorically says, "at the ardiery 
SPDA (Special Projed Development 
Area) scheme at Ranchi, all the 
ardiers are Biharis and not tribals. But 
we are willing to assist the archery 
clubs and the promising archers of 
Bihar." 

The SAI is keen to promote 
Pumima Mahato and ensures that she 
gets intensive training. She is even 
being spoken of as a possible medal 
hopeforthe 1994 Hiroshima Asian 
Games. Mr. Bhatia says, "Pumima is 
welcome to Join either the SPDA 
sdieme at Ranchi or the SAI centre in 
Calcutta without any preliminary test. 
She can also dhoose the centre of her 
choice. Also all the medal winners in 
age group nationals who are below 14 
years can Join the SPDA at Ranchi." 

About equipment, Mr. Bhatia 
expressed his helplessness. He said 
that all the equipment has to be 
tnqioftpd as there are no local 


manufactnreis. A free license to 
import the equipment was given to 
Mr. V. K. Malhotra, president of the 
Archery Association of India (AAI). 
six months ago but so far no new 
equipment has come. Ihe SAI is also 
in n^ of new sets for their SAG 
scheme at Ranchi and the Army Boys 
centre at Shillong. Mr. Bhatia has 
suggested that with the help of 
sponsors, some latest equipment 
could be sent to the archery clubs of 
Bihar. 

Pumima is aiready an 
intemationai. She had represented 
India in the world championships at 
Turkey and in the Asia Cup last year. 
However, it is now felt that she can 
make the transition from sheer 
potential to aaual achievement. Her 
coach feels that Pumima's career is 
now on the upswing, due to increased 
strength and enhanced 
concentration. Regular yoga exercises 
are heipmg her to improve 
performances. Above aiL in spite of 
her demure smile and childish visage, 
Pumima has a tuimel vision for 
success. She proudly states, "my 
ambition is a medal in the Asiad." The 
coach proudly claims that Purnima is 
not easily distraaed and her innocent 
exterior belies her steel-like 
determination. 

Remarkably Pumima is not some 
unapproachable teenaged prodigy, 
awesome to behold. She is like the girl 
next door. Her hobbies are listening to 
Hindi music and watching football 
matches on TV. She has no favourite 
footballer but enjoys watching 
intemationai football. Her all-time 
favourite sportspersons are P.T. Usha 
and Bahadur Prasad. 

Her introduction to archery was as 
often happens in India, more by 
accident than design. On her daily 
walk to school she observed archers 
trainii^ at Jayanta's dub. The taut 
omcentiation and overall 
atmosphere of the sport an>ealed to 
her. It was a case of instant 
infatuation. After some monthsawith 
much trepidation she tqiproached 
Jayanta to join the dub. She took to 
archery as a duck to water and the rest 
as they say is history. ■ 
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Clockwise from leh; 

Rossi Modi recently took some tsme oil 
from the boardroom to participate m the 
2nd Seniors Golf tournament held at tin? 
Tollygunge Club . Calcutta, fhc' meet 
S[;onsored by lOL Ltd also ariracted 
personalities like Lt Geiv K S Brar (to 
picture), and corporate heavy W’eiijht-S Mr 
K L Cfmgfi and Mr 0 N Sapru 

Bungee lumping is out luimau tiowlniq 
IS m. This craze staned off m TJew York m 
92 and now has fans flockmij to ovro bOO 
locatsons The iron cages are four feet lO 
diameter, weiglis 110 pounds and the 
motion does not make one leel sick insist 
thfi promoters The only gnalilications 
you need is more than 3' b' of heuih! and 
ro(]ulatmii helmet 

T!ie Turope=oi N<!tmns' Cu() stands 
magiTificenfly m front of the complete 
draw of the d7 turopeari countries 
partir:![)atmg m the 9b tourmuneiU . the 
finals ()t which are to he held in hmjlaml 


Prince Ciiaries tliese days m goim] 
through such a roi.gl! patch, that he tins 
fwuJ to give up two of Ins cjassions First d 
was goodbye to longtime frienri Can' i lha 
and then it was yoodfiyc to polo At 49, 
witfi a very bad hack, he was odvisrMJ by 
his pfiysicians to rp'. e \\\\ the gam.e. The 
Prince who licoi once vowed to pl<iy till he 
wris bO. finally decaied to gwa: it and *s 
yet to firoj ai' altcvnate sport 
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The recentty-concluded international athletics meet 
at Madras was a good example of how foreign 
participation can help our athletes. The field was not 
absolutely world class. Instead, the level helped 
goad the Indians to higher levels of achievement, 
without giving them an inferiority complex 


[by partab ramchand, madf^as 


A FEW years ago, the leading Dutch 
football club side PSV Eindhoven 
came to India and played a few 
matches against the-lndian team 
The fragile nature of Indian football was 
ripped apart and the visiting team infliaed 
humiliating defeats on the national side It 
raised questions of whether it was proper to 
have invited such a strong side to play against 
India when the standard here was known to 
be abysmal 

Last year, thanks to the efforts of AAFI 
president Suresh Kalmadi, world class 
athletes came to India in the person of Mrke 
Powell, Sergei Bubka Gwen Torrence, 

Michael Johnson and Butch Reynolds, to 
participate in an international meet at new 
Delhi Again, the humiliating expcnence was 
repeated For, Torrence beat the Indian girls 
by more than 20 metres in the 100 metres 
dash and Johnson, Powell, Reynolds and 
Bubka without even half their efforts, 
finished so far ahead of the Indians that they 
could well have given our athletics a complex 
Indeed, the whole excrase was almost farcical 
It is all very well to bnng international 
sports to India It is true that it gives our 
sportsmen and women the much-needed 
international exposure, gives our 
administrators the opportunity to conduct a 
major event and gives the chance to our 
budding youngsters to see first-hand the feats of 
the major stars in the world and maybe get 
inspired by them To that extent, it is a 
worthwhile venture But when it becomes a 
humiliating experience for the Indian 
athletes, then u is better not to invite such 
foreign stars 

What then is the solution? After all, foreign 
partiapation is a must for Indian sportsmen 
and women to improve And yet, one must be 
careful as to not to call on the kind of 
superstars who could have a demoralismg 
effect on flie Indians 
The rcccntly<oncluded invitation 


international athletes meet at Madras 
provided the answer There were nearly 100 
top-level athletes from about 25 countnes 
And, m this list, there were Olympic 
champions. World champions, European 
champions, African champions and Asian 
champions All the same, there were not the 
kind of super stars who could subject the 
Indians to a humiliating expenence 
On the contrary, the meet had the desired 
effect The foreign partiapation was just 
about the kind of level that would goad the 


Expectedly, the foreigners won 
almost all the events that they 
participated in. But unexpectedly, 
the Indians put up a great show. In 
many of the events, they ran the 
foreigners close, in the process 
ending up with their best personal 
achievement and setting national 
and meet records 


Indians to higher levels of achievement, 
without giving them an infenonty complex 
And the results were to be seen In the 33rd 
National Open athletics meet held 
concurrently Only national and six new meet 
marks were set during the three-day meet 
And yet, was it not just foreign participation 
for "naamkevaste '(Names sake) Some of 
the competitors had won titles at the World 
Track And Field meet or the Olympics Like 
Samuel Matcte, who won the 400 metres 
hurdles event at the Olympics 
Like Lars Riedel who won the discus throw 
at the Tokyo world championships and the 
Stuttgart world championships last year 
Yelena Romanova, the winner of the 3000 
metres at the Barcelona Olympics in 1992 
Larissa Berezhnaya, gold medal winner of the 
long jump at Barcelona and silver medal 
winner at the Stuttgart world championships 
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Then iJierc were European, African or 
Asian champions. Competitors like Gavin 
Lovegrove of New Zealand, bronze medal 
winner of the javelin event m the 1990 
Commonwealth Games; Pauline Davis of 
Bahamas, brori/e medal winner in 100 and 
200 metres event at the 1990 Commonwealth 
Games: Ij Tong of China, Asian champion and 
Asian record holder in the 100 metre hurdles* 
So, the field was strong. And as only to be 
expected, the foreigners won almost all the 
events they participated in But 
unexpectedly, the Indians put up a great 
show. In many of the events, they ran the 


Encouraged by 
their new timings 
and distances, the 
leading athletes 
who are made of 
sterner stuff, hold 
out promise for 
better things to 
come 


foreigners close, in the process ending up with 
their best personal achievement and setting 
National and meet records. And in some 
glorious cases, the Indians even got the better 
of the.foreign participants and ended up 
victorious. 

Take the case of Jyotirmoy Sikdar. The 
24-year-old Eastern Railway junior clerk 
pushed herself to the limit. She refused to be 
overawed by the fact that she was running 
with national champions from Austriaiand 
Denmark and in a performance that warmed 
the hearts of the patriots, turned the tables on 
the two for a memorable, sensational 


-- - -----„ W 

MADRAS COMES OF AGE 

After years of being a backwater when it came to staging international 
events, the city now stands in the 

forefront, with the world-class Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium 

F or years while New Delhi, Calcutta and Bombay acquired the status of international sporting centres, 
thanks to ultra modern stadia, astro-turf surfaces, Olympic standard swimming pools and 
international level velodromes, Madras remained pathetically backward, having outdated facilities like a 
dilapidated outdoor stadium, a below par indoor stadium, no velodrome, no astro-turf, and generally 
inadequate facilities lor hosting international sports meets. About the only regular international event 
conducted In the city was the cricket Test matches at the M. A. Chidambaram Stadium, which at the 
moment is undergoing repairs after over 20 years of wear and tear. 

And so while the Southern metropolis, the fourth largest city in India, and one with a rich spotting 
tradition was content staging national level events like the Santosh Trophy, Rangaswamy Cup, the 
Raharnuthalah Cup or the Inter-State athletics, even smaller cities like Bangalore, Hyderabad and 
Ahmedabad got their chance to conduct major international meets like Pre-Olympic soccer or a Davis 
Cup match or a Thomas Cup tie. 

All tliis will now change. And, in fact, the change is already being seen as Madras, in the last one year, 
has held the lawaharlal Nehru Invitation International Gold Cup football tournament and now the 
invitation international athletic meet. And going by future plans, with the city being promised a tennis ^ 
stadiujn, an Olympic standard swimming pool, a velodrome and an astro-turf for hockey, there is really 
nothing that Madras will not be able to host. And, in fact, all these plans are likely to fructify over the next 
18 months, well in time for Madras to stage the 1995 South Asian Federation (SAF) Games for which it 
has already been selected as the venue during the recent SAF Games at Dhaka in December. 

How has this metamorphosis come about? 

Madras, as has already been stated, has one of the richest sporting traditions in the country. It has 
produced some of the country's finest sportsmen and women and some of the most accomplished sports 
administrators in India have hailed from Madras. In addition, the sports-going public has been known to 
be among the most knowledgeable, fair and peace-loving in the land. So why did the city not possess 
enough infrastructure to conduct international events regularly? 

Lack of money Not likely. For the city has big industrial and business houses ready to sponsor sports 
events and give budding talent employment on a regular basis. Lack of man power? Again, not likely, for 
the city has some of the best engineering concerns in the land fully equipped to build international 
standard outdoor, and indoor stadia and other such facilities. 

No, something else was missing. It was a lack of proper guidance. Lack of a leader who could inspire the 
men and women of Tamil Nadu to achieve great things in the sporting sphere. And it must be said that if 
the State has made giant strides in the past couple of years towards boasting one of the most ultra-modem 
sports facilities in the country, a lot of the credit should go to the State Chief Minister J, Jayalalitha. 
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TkeinagiiifictMJawarfcalallMiniSlidiimwM is of truly world dost stondanl 

Whatever her detractors might think of her politically, even her most bitter critics concede that she has 
done a lot for sports. The phrase, ''Sports loving CM'' has become a cliche which stands for nothing except 
perhaps sycophancy. But it fits Jayalalitha aptly. Dynamic and far-sighted, she is one of the few leaders 
who has realised that sports denotes national pride. As she rightly put it, while inaugurating the recent 
international meet, "Sports and gantes bring people together. Sportsmen and women bring glory to the 
country as much as scholars, scientists and technologists". 

Her inspiring leadership has touched every man, woman and child associated with sports in the 
stale. The manner in which school children trained for days at the rehearsals for the opening ceremony 
when the synthetic track was inaugurated was spontaneous. And from sports administrators and officials 
to line judges to sub committee members to volunteers, all tried to give off their extra best to see that the 
four-day meet was a whopping success. 

Jayalalitha's leadership has served as an example to other CM's how they too, with vision and 
dynamism and a practical outlook, can achieve wonders in the sporting sphere. She took a personal 
Interest In the construaion of the ultra modern Nehru Stadium. 

She also took a personal interest in the cultural programme that was pan of the inaugural function, 
when she dedicated the synthetic track costing nearly Rs two crore to the athletic community of the 
nation. Last year, the new indoor stadium in the city was fittingly enough, named after her. 

Herself an outstanding all-round student at school, proficient at both studies and games, Jayalalitha 
made it a point to be present at the stadium during the meet. She presented some of the medals at the end 
of the day and really brought the house down when on the final day she presented a special award of Rs 
one lakh to Shiny Wilson and gave her three-year-old daughter Shilpa, a peck on the cheek. On Shiny's 
request, she waived the Rs. 50,000 registration fee for the house that the Indian athlete is building in 
Madras. Spontaneously too, she announced State awards of Rs.50,000 to those who had broken the 
national records and Rs. 25,000, to those who had set new meet marks. These were gestures that were 
appreciated whole-heartedly and when lOA chief Sivanthi Adityan, AAFl President Suresh Kalmadi and 
State Chief Secretary T.V. Venkataraman lauded the CM for her visionary qualities, it was praise well 
deserved. 

Indeed, the Nehru Stadium is aow the country's pride and Joy. It is the newest landmark in the city and 
certainly a most picturesque one. Simply put, it is an international-level sports facility that begs 
description. It has to be seen to be fully appreciated. More than one sports journalist who has covered 
international assignments and many visiting sportsmen have told SportswoHd, "This is as good as any 
sports stadia in the world and better than any other sports facility in the country". It is a dream come true 
stadium, fit enough to play host to the opening ceremony and main events of the SAP Games in 1995. 




REVIEW 



Biteto PiaMd iMtfi in Ito SOQtai which 
cMhnMly won by Ibrahini Kinolbrfi (IhK) of Konyo. 
Bintbo imonintionni oxposHfo did Prntotf good 

tnumph, setting a new national record in the 
process. 

Or take the case of Bahadur Prasad India's 
leading middle<distance runner, motivated by 
the foreign challenge. Finished with meet 
records in the 1500 and 5000 metre races 
That he finished a gallant second on both 
occasions is secondary The experience ^ill no 
doubt stand him in good stead in future, 
particularly for the Hiroshima Asiad 

And how about Shiny Wilson*^ Besides 
proving that she still has a lot of good running 
in her, the mother of three-year-old Shilpa set 
a new meet mark while finishing second to 
Pauline Davis in the 400 metres And it was 
undoubtedly the challenge from such a classy 
field that included Pauline Davis Celine 
Mondie Milner and Twilett Malcolm, that 
prompted her to finish second in the 200 
metres, certainly not her favourite event, 
upsetting Celine and Twilett in the process 

The same was the case with Molly Chacko 


Bahadur Prasad, motivated by the 
foreign challenge, finished with 
meet records in the 1500m and 
5000m race. The experience will 
no doubt stand him in good stead in 
future, particularly the Hiroshima 
Asiad 


in the 3000 metres (won by Yelena 
Romanova) NeelamJ Singh in the discus 
(won by Aye Aye Nwe of Myanmar) and Ajit 
Bhaduria m the discus (won by Lars Riedel). 
Observers who had followed their careers 
were left in no doubt that these athletes 
performed better than their (hitherto) best 
because of better competition The level of 
competition was just about right and the 
net result the Indian athletes benefited 
Encouraged by their new timings and 
distances, the leading athletes who are made 
of sterner stuff, hold out promise for better 
things to come In that context, and 
remembering that Madras served as a 
yardstick for seleaion to the Hiroshima Asian 
Games, the international meet could well be a 
turning point in Indian track and field Also, if 
it serves as a yardstick as to the standard of 
foreign participation, to be invited for future 
meets like this, it would have served its 
purpose. ■ 

PHOTOGfUPHS SCORPNEWS 







Servo 2T Zoom. Packed with power. Pour it and watch your bike pulsate with life. 

• Servo 2T Zoom keeps your ei^ne fiihthig At. What's more, it gives your vehicle a quick 
start... long engine life... superb oigine and q)aik plug cleanliness ainl very low smoke emission. 
It exceeds the APl'TC performance specifications of the American Petroleum Institute. 

• Go ahead. Feed your engine Servo 2T Zoom. And vtoom... vtoom... with confidence! 

Rjecptnmended dosage; 20 ml. per litre of petrol for all two and three wheelers with twO'Stroke engines. 

sanf0 2rzo<m umm on 

fOMCR lOK IW VIKXm.. VROOM... 
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N was in the '92 series against England that the 
bail tampering controversy came into the 
limelight with the English accusing the 
Pakistani bowlers of tamporing. Picture shows 
Waqar Younis \h action during the Trent Bridge 
Test 




NY bowler will tell you the laws of cricket 
are loaded almost totally in favor of 
batsmen. From the pre-Richard Hadlee quip 
about the last bowler to be knighted being 
Francis Drake, to Rodney Hogg's complaint that 


bowling machines might as well be used in limited 
overs matches, they have felt like the game's lower 


caste. 

The Sydney Cricket ground wicket for a one-day game 
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recently raised howls of indignation and even brought 
an apology from the Australian captam to his South 
African counterpart because it seamed and bounced 
about. 'Perfect' conditions generally mean a wicket is a 
batsman's paradise. 

It is little wonder, then, that over the years, some 
bowlers have resorted to underhand tactics in an 
attempt to square the ledger. Efall tampering has again 
beocHiie a nujor issue. Hayeis have been labelled dieats 


For years, there have been muted 
suspicions that bowlers tampered 
with the ball in various ways. Now 
after the recent Allan 
Lamb’Sarfraz Nawaz court case 
the issue is out in the open. MARK 
BROWNING analyses the issue and 
wonders whether there is any 
basis for all these suspicions in 
the midst of the continued success of 
Akram and Company 

and, in England, there has been a court case between 
ex-teammates. 

A brilliant spell of fast-swing bowling by Pakistani 
speedster, Waqar Younis against England at Leeds m 
1992 ,set tongues wagging. The home side lost 8-28, 
collapsing from 2-292 to 320, all out. Waqar's return 
was 5-13 in 38 balls. 

Then, when a ball was replaced during an interval in 
a limited overs international, accusations of ball 
tampering by the Pakistanis came to a head 

The tourist's manager Intikhab Alam said: 'Tt is a 
terrible thing to accuse someone of being a cheat when 
you don't have the proof." And the proof, in the form of 
the bail that was replaced at Lord's, has never been 
released to the press and public. 

That tampenng exists is virtually certain. Many 
bowlers have admitted as much. They feel, in their 
frustration, that they have little choice. A long thumb 
nail running around and lifting a seam is barely 
discernible to all but the most vigilant cameraman! A 
hidden bottle top or a nail can subtly be used to scar one 
side of the ball until, at a given stage, it begins to move 
around like a boomerang. 

Information travels across the cricket globe quickly. 

In 1992-93, a player was reported after a grade match in 
Geelong for deliberately scarring a ball. Allegedly. the 
accused had openly demonstrated to his teammates 
how to hold the ball correctly to achieve 'reverse' swing 
on the field during play. Eventually the charge was 
dropped, but the individual in question was an English 
import, a promising young all-rounder from Surrey. 
That is Waqar's county. They have also been reported 
on more than one occasion for similar crimes. 







FOCUS 


These ideas are not new, though. On the wet, 
uncovered wickets of the late 19th century, canny 
English bowlers packed mud on the side of the ball to 
give it a bias. Viaorian and Australian left-arm spinner* 
from the 1920s and 1930s, Bert 'Dainty' Ironmonger, 
reputedly filled his pockets with resin. Later he would 
mb it on the ball to give his grip greater purchase. 

Such is their nature, sections of the English press 
suggested Bob Massie used lip salve to help him ^ng 
the ball at Lord's in 1972. Massie claimed 16-137 on fiis 
Test debut. He admits the low cloud and humid 
weather conditions helped him, but sighs tiresomely 
when the lip salve rumour is raised. 

Four years later, it was the Indian press who 
questioned the success of English left-arm swing 
towler, John Lever. Lever had a phenomenal first tour, 
taking 26 wickets at 14.61 in five Tests. At Madras, 
though, he was reported by an umpire for putting 
vaseline on the ball. On the fourth day of that Test a 
spectator's banner proclaimed, "Cheater Lever Go 
Home" English physiotherapist Bernard Thomas 
claimed he had suggested the use of vaseline 
impregnated gauze strips on the eyebrows to stop sweat 
stinging the eyes of Lever and Bob Willis. 

The Vaseline failed to keep the sweat out and looked 
stupid, nor did it help the bowlers to make the ball 
swing. The English response was that it was a ridiculous 
accusation made by a disgruntled and defeated Indian 
team. Did it look any more ridiculous than the one 
made against Massie, though? 

It is a fact that a cncket ball swings more on some days 
than others. The explanation as to why is not so easy to 
determine. 

T here has often been further controversy over 
whether a bowler is cleanmg or is lifting'a seam on 
the ball as he walks back to his mark. John Snow found 
himself bemg scmtinised for Just such a reason during 
his successful tour of Australia in 1970-71. At times he 
seemed to get abnormal bounce and cut.' TheAgef 
featured a back page photographic sequence of the 
EngUsh paceman picking at the seam during the 
Melbourne Test of that tour. It was not possible to draw 
any definite conclusions from the evidence, however. 

Indians, Kapil Dev and Manoj Prabhakar, have been 
quesuoned on the same grounds more recently. 

Former Australian and Queensland left-arm swing 
bowler Geoff Dymock believes actions outside the rules 
are totally unnecessary Given proper coaching and 
correa technique, bowlers should be able to get the ball 
to move just the same. 

"The type of advice Dennis Lillee is giving youngsters 
today is excellent," Dymock said "I base my own 
coaching along the same lines. It involves getting 
actions correct in every detail. For example, landing 
your feet in the nght place, receives a fair bit of 
attention. If those things are right, a bowler will find the 


As a rate fast kowtm art mora 
criekalars. Wasiai AkraRi. bahiQ 
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That tampering 
exists is virtually 
certain. Many 
bowlers have 
admitted as such. 
They feel, in their 
frustration, that 
they have little 
choice. A long 
thumb nail running 
around and lifting 
a seam is barely 
discernible to 
all but the most 
vigilant cameraman 


ff 


MOINUODIN HAMID 


ball swings for him. They will also find their back is not 
so prone to injury, which is important, as well. 

"As far as lifting the seam goes. I'm not sure. There is 
a fine line between cleaning it and lifting it. Lillee used 
to run his fingers around the seam, but he was just 
maintaining it, there was no tampering going on. 

"The first time 1 heard about 'reverse' swing was 
when I was assistant manager on the tour of the West 
Indies in 1984. Carl Rackemann and John Me Guire 
were talking about it. Imran Khan is supposed to have 
spread the word in Australia. He used to work very hard 
on the shine and was able to move those big 
in-swingers right through an irmings with his open 
chested aaion. 

"There are always rumours around of someone using 
sunscreen or other substances to help theitl. I have 
known players to try and load one side of the ball with 
moisture and perspiration to enhance any movement, 
but, as 1 said, good bowlers now should not find that 
necessary. 

"Personally, the ball moved as much for me In India 
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as anywhere else. 1 had limited opportunities on my 
three trips to England with Australian sides, so I 
couldn't say the conditions were especially favourable 
there. 

"Some days In Brisbane, when it was fine and a bit 
humid, I could make the ball talk a bit. That gave me a 
thrill. On overcast days it wasn't so good. Perhaps it was 
too humid and moist." 

The sight of Waqar Yourds and Wasim Akram 
shattering and spreadeagiing stumps in England hi 
1992 made spectacular viewing. Batsmen for a change 
were more intent on protecting their feet rather than 
their heads. 

. Iliete has been a cost, however. Telltale, if disguised 

concentric drdes on erne side the ball gave 

disgruntled batnnen such as Allan Lamb enough 
evidence to cry'foul'. 

Hb ardde to the London 'Oafly Mima' led to him 
being sued by his former Northants colleague, Sarfraz 
Nawaz. Latnb said the gougtoi^et;hnlque ha4 been 

to him years bdimrebv tike Pakistani theswlng 


bowler. Sarfiraz said this simply was untrue. 

Both parties claimed satisfaction when the matter 
was settled out of court. Lamb, though, was fined by the 
TCCB and effectively terminated his intematioiul 
career by writing the article. 

Don Oslear, who gave evidence during the court 
case, has since been omitted from the English 'Test 
umpiring panel. The same fate befell the much 
respected John Holder after he wameil Graham Gooch 
that, to his opinion, the match ball had deliberately 
been damaged to a Test at The Oval against the West 
todies, in 1991. Holder was rested. His 'rest' has now 
lasted two years. 

It is to be hoped Geoff Dymock's coaching theories 
really bear fruit. If wrist position and grip become the 
most important factor to determining swing, a lot of 
controversy will be avoided. That might also mean 
Merv Hughes does not feel the need to apply his wet 
and unsightly lump of a tongue to the ball anymore. 

FOrthat, everyone with less than a cast iron stomach, 
would be very grateful. ■ 


A QUEST FOR THE BEST 
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Corrigendum 

The photographs of Kapil Dev 
bagsfag his 4321x1 vvicket 
{Spo'tfsworld, Feb. 23rd} were by 
KerruiJulkaandrtptas credited. 

jUnrtt At First Sight! 

.’TTnyas reidty Ibveat first sigbtt 
Xwheo I received the year-end 
fa^sueof Sporiawojid (29tb Dec, 
'93}, I jttit cooldh'i take my eyeifi 
oS Ae k^lant tmdbmath-ukmg 
pbbtoggmp^'trf Cnf. Tliaidcs 

erfib«t to ihy e^i 


Tta Wtowing intormalion m pUUmhml tn mvpitmKm mu. Rida • of W 
n ag U dri f w m< Nnnpiya w tfrumram Ru<a>. iMfl 
1. PI«o>olpi*iBallanaand»PiatullaSmMfBiTai.C«lcuBar00001 
X Pwledisilyrortniixiliy 

X. MnMr ant PiMMwr e#! Kiifiw Bmu. indwn. 6 PruMa Sa<Kar Straai 
CtfcuRa 700 001 

4. Mlov Manauf AH Khan Palaudi. Mian. 0 Pnditfa 6aikar SIraal. Calculla 
700 001 


QOamafaAnandaBniBiPaMkaLM.OPialiiHSamarOiiaai CaieuiiaToo001 
1 ■ HafaheMta h el dint laata man l% of it Wal eapOa l . AvaaU Ktiaiai 
Sartw.AiivKwiiorSaiktt.AdrvKvniaraailiar KnipKumaf SartwonbaMI 
of mitti aon Anua Kumar Saikar. *ri« Kumar Sarkar on baiMK ol rmnor awi 
Aridab Saikar. € PraMa Samar eiraai CatauM 700 001 
I Bl|« Kumar Baau hambifdactaiaOiBiaiapaiimiaiaokranatMMoaiaPualoiha 
Oaalof mylinaaiadoaanaaafeaf ^ 

















X -$ be thk 

ir%«utbtttrs for the onxiinuih 
nun^rofcoun^$inthe 1994. 
WorM Cup. Once tlie twenty<four 
nations for the World Cup were 
identified, the strug^e betweea 
the outfitters sorted in fuO cry. 
Seven renown^ outfitters. 

Adidas. Oiadora. Lotto. Miue. 
Rapido. Reebok and URibro have - 
emerged victorious and will be 
kitting the 24 qualifieis. As always 
Adidas will be preparing team kits 
and uniforms for thirteen 
countries. 

Adidas are the outfitters for 
Argentina. Bu]garia..hotders 
Germany. Republic of Ireland, 
debutants Nigeria, Norway, 
Romania, Spain, Sweden and hosts 
USA. Diadora are the outfitters for 
three countries. Belgium, Greece 
end Italy. Umbro will kit four 
nations, popular Brazil Bolivia, 
Columbia and Mexico. Lotto looks 
after Morocco, Holland and 
Swiuerland. Mitre are the official 
outfitters for Canwroon. Rapido 
for South Korea and Reebok for' 
Russia. 

Saudi Arabia are the only 
country which has no tnntrM 
vrith a manufacturer. Ihey have 
opted for independence. Ihe 
Saudis want to use theirpetco 
dollars toget the best for their 
team. So they have not yet tied up 
with any manufaaurer. 


Romario's outburst 


B razilian fdotbafihasa -' 
suicidal streak. Their star 
players are intent mr 'tuuraklri'.' 
With ^lely three moml^ to go for 
World Cup '94, kid(-ofit their Star ‘ 
players are indulging in personal!^ 
dashes and ego dispiltes* 
ramental ace striker' 


pi 

oonsfdereiiJiiiiK^'itl^^ 
Pabneirttt'ttiih^Bpm)^^ 
tobe the best atikdk;tbr'., ; 

smting ^ he My 
ciub 

inidliwateri that trio is 

pidceclhe]tmuti^h<»be.m^ > 
iriotivaiedi to ph^; Rpmario'S 
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pnrirfenW^i9>;lteomtly;b^’w^ . 

«vtittptbeC}SAtd.Hi9K>a^.. < 
venues <rf Srwdt's giPi^ 
ina!tches,theSatitp^stadlamU ; . 
SanFcaociscoendthePtmtfac. > V 
- Sfl^idoicwsnii&tti^p^^ ^ 

r^acUinnqtdtesati^bqt:^. y ^ y ; 

Hovi^^r, he was thUii^pipy. ,■ ^, 

with ttepla^ng noiodlttohs;^ 

PomteeShyeidPm^ Uteiiie'^ 

jtl^^ matdi.yiit '. 

.Juae28'.'., ' . 

. A^nd^Parr^said that ■% 

cxinbeihnalMd^^ For Btw^ this is 
w acute pimbi^ 
:;hjnv'aBii3!pViro-25^^ 
fdiiihisiiDiue.l^^ . 


' Cup. BxazhhjtntlKHp't^^ 

' 66 matdieala il4 . 

'^WiRi lldrawaaiiidl'Udei^lp.A 
iiaw4W;jMiqpn4 te <Ef^^ 

' iuisii^V^iwmataH;$» 
drawn 1.4a^1dst 14, litaly tsthird 
/aid A|Sjiihhafpti«il-;sb;-;; ; ■: '• 
hw In ihe.^y^yi^H)^|i^ 
.the:iVjwrkl Cup,fihyre^ nadoiis 
' havequalCDed, ' 

' inthe t4^Wc^,CUp, »he,. . 
thr^ debutants Qreece. Nigeria 
j^SatHiiArabiaWiQ swell the ■. 

numbet'i^ l^rfld|>inite.to 
s^xty>^e;^^ jhe 

have qui^ifia^ Itot iw WfMi,' • 

: <hi|^ Sidhyia has &e ^ 
iiecwd. ^ey hawspSayt^ ihi^aro! 
tost0«a^h»KMtiaihi^ ; 
dfetina!H>hih^'s^ 

idthBrnatkwis, UAA NewTcalatid, 

' Haiti, Zaireand ElSalviltor. 


IMiiliss^tMi^oift to bl^ii 

I ^ . - • • - " I 

ii0infiuti^iA|deaih 
yeaclmd wQt Haidtl^^ 

Nh^tia} in lorthcdmiitg Wotid 
Cup. >/. 

. Yeifh^i^ji^a^lh^ 

IP^^’he scpiieij.'' 
tlwniafe^^Anerhiiha- /. ■■•■•"- 
tUid'-piahedihp^^^^ 

Niji^rtMutd' 

intheAhttn^tkms<:uphi 1^2, 
eainiedhhtti^ t^Jjd^Bckbt as thr. 

hnlh^lafUnhAif^ Cup 

finahin 1994^ 

ipi^Vdliheqhitepfedrfbr 
Pai^ tor bte bij^dod^ > 

sty^, do^tmating phyHque and 
uweilng ptesence. He b vpry 
much aaJS^idi style omiia 
fdiyiMid^ in Hie ah^nd witha 

povMuifulshM^B^^^ 
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T iHENoiwtiim victory 
UMiiOMlilnlliis: 
•Saitntr 

MvMnetoiy it MRS. And to 
Iht Wtoltr Ofyitpiet cl 


tan IrtHi fht heat mtiM (M a 
tot of tiniiag. thnhi to 
taiprtttivt paitaiaMMicM by 
their ecnIryniM. Ntcditn 
to tty, toe Oiyaipict was a 
thaadarini saccasa with 
tickatt at soaia vaouaa aeM 
eat afaaast a year to advaaca. 

Tha opaaiag caiaaMmy 
was an watto irudgias 
toraugh tha aaaw tor. aad 
awst Nerwagian did {ast 
that Thare wars variaas 
scaaas tost wara dapictad 
aad tha pictars was rspisto 
wHh rsiadear aadtba lika, bat 
tha aaistspactocatar was 
an wbsra trails IMlsd tha 
aaitoltop right) which 
batched to fraa a daws 
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PHOTO 


F E A T U R E 



T he YANKS, UsMim 
ham tlwir own wwqr of 
aiMiot hypo thfongh 00 
ovoat throogh ocooMI All 
oyoa hi LiHohananar woro 
locMoad on arch rimls, Nancy 
Korrigan and Tooya Harding. 
Tho world waHod with hated 


hroath for Iho ico to Bialt 
hotwoon thorn, hot tho vihoo 
thoy sharod woro cold, 
ignoring oach othor during 
pracHcofia pictarol. Both 
woro tippod to win tho iadios* 
championships and Korrigan 
often acciisod of hoing too 
iragilo, indulgod in a hit of 
mind gamos. Sho insisted on 
woaring dm white costamo in 
which sho was atteckod, 
allotodly hy Harding's 
hodyguard. 1 want hor to son 
mo in it again," sho told hor 
stetdod coach. Tho mom 
prohaMy psychod Harding 


with a silmr and raady to lim 
tho Amer i can Draam 
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> UHVnBIHMi , 



E KATBIINAfiOIIOEEVA. 
22 mi 4 kw liMbairi 
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pah's iMto. And one* agaUi. 
Iha Runiaas aadsriiasd Ihs 
fact that whsa h eoaisa ts 
gracs aad syachroaitaliaa. 
thsy caaaol be aMrtcbsd 


C HRISTOPHER DEAN 
any have chaagsS 
paftaan sR tha ice, bat 
ea R bs bas lust oaa ataadfaat 
compaaian—nJayas TarvilL 
Tba graalasl caapla ts skata 
oa ica, bowravar, failed ia 
tbair qusst far a sacoad 
Olyaipic paid. WHb tba 
appiaasa fediap. thay 
rataniad haaia ta matriapas 
aad aiartpapas, divarcaa aad 
dirty diapan. ‘TWa'va 
ebaapad.” said Daaa. Sa thay 
haws-.wiaaais aa laaparl 



































































M ohammad 

AZHARUDDlN's debut 
senes against David 
Gower's Englishmen in 1984-85 
coinaded with my own debut in Test 
cncket reporting Of course the only 
difference was that he scored a mere 
three centuries more than 1 did on that 
tour 

In the course of those ten years one 
has witnessed the trials tribulations 
and triumphs of A/haruddin, and yet 
through It all it is amazing, but true, 
that the man hasn t changed much 
He IS obviously no longer the timid 
gawky lad of a decade ago, but scratch 
the surface and you will find that the 
qualities of humility simplicity and 
general goodness are still a part of 
this new Azhar 

The changes have been minor 
When he first began playing Test 
cricket, getting him to speak in an 
interview was like trying to extract a 


loan out of Shylock. When he first 
became captain he preferred not to 
talk to the press, allowing the 
manager to do the talking Today he 
meets journalists with a confident, 
"Yes, ask what you want to!" 

Yet that is not to say he is a 
journalist's dream "If you want a 
juicy story. I'm afraid you've come to 
the wrong person Go to someone like 
Bishen Bedi and you'll get a spicy 
story," he jokes 

Even when he said in a press 
conference after India had tied with 
Zimbabwe in the Hero Cup that his 
players "simply have no f clue 
about fielding " nothing much was 
made of it 

Had any other captain said that of 
his players, it would have made 
headlines But because it was A/har, it 
was played down as spoken in 
frustration and in genuine good faith 


Such IS the charm of the man that he 
can get away with it, both with the 
press and with his players. 

There have been differences 
between this wmer (and this 
magazine) and Azhar We even 
earned a cover story after the South 
Africa tour wondering whether 
Azhar '3 team was "The worst m the 
world*^" Unfortunately the question 
mark that followed our headyig and 
the fact that we were merely taking up 
a topic that Allan Border had provided 
in one of his quotes, went unnoticed 

Yet in the obvious bitterness he felt, 
Azhar never openly showed any signs 
of revenge 

This writer was even once accused 
(by former Test cncketers) of 
collaborating in a larger organised 
campaign to remove Azhar from 
captaincy Yet after some 
explanations Azhar realised that one 

was only doing a job and that a 
journalist had a right to his opinion It 
was his own genuineness and 
simplicity that made him comprehend 
that I had no personal grouse against 
anyone and that 1 was merely writing 
what I thought was right or wrong It 
so happened that most of it went 
against him, as it should have 
considering the performance of the 
team 

But Azhar is a sensitive man and 
even a heading we carried of an 
interview with Arjuna Ranatunga 
offended his feelings "Azhar has 
little control of his team," the Sri 
Lankan captain had told us at the end 
of India's controversial tour of the 
Emerald Island 

It wasn't our opinion, we merely 
highlighted what had been told to us 
and even confronted Azhar with 
Ranatunga's accusations before we 
printed them. Azhar's interview 
appeared in the same issue with no 
reactions to the charges against him 

Yet when Ranatunga's team toured 
India recently, Azhar showed the 
visiting captain great hospitality and 
every courtesy. But just to prove a 
point, he sent Ranatunga back home 
with the kind of defeat last seen in Test 
oricket almost half a century ago. 

Andy *0 Brian 
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PREVIEW 


SHOW TIME! 


Billed as the unofficial world championship of cricket the Australian 
tour to the Caribbean promises a lot of fireworks. ANDY O'BRIEN 
reports from Perth on how the teams are gearing up for the epic clash 


‘ OR months now in this pari 
of ihe world ii has been 
touted as the unofficial world 
c hanipionship of Test ci ic ki l 
How the rest of the cricketing world 
would react to such claims is 
unknown but the forthcoming 
Australia West Ind es series surely 
has the international cricket 
community sitting up in anticipation 
It pits two ot modern cricket s most 
successful and surely the two of the 
most competitive teams Ashes 
cricket—even the Aussies have 
realised—is no longer the definitive 
measure of compete ncc in the cricket 
world Competence ranking and the 
like arc'—and has been for over a 
decade now—determined by 
performance against the West Indies 
C ertainly the emphatic 3 1 Ashes 
victory has lifted the Australian 
cricket stocks after a convincing but 
unproductive tour ot Pakistan late last 
year And now the Fiank Worrell 
Trophy is being touted as the Holy 
Grail of the modern cricket game 
One thing is for sure this series for 
the Trank Worrell Trophy which 
Australia have only evei held 
between 1969 and 1976 will be played 
with mind numbing and body a< hing 
power and passion at an altogether 
different level 

Australia have had a bit of time to 
sift through the Ashes sei ics lor clues 
before facing the nemesis And it has 
become increasingly obvious that 
they will be confronted by a West 
Indian team significantly stronger 
than the one which overpowered 
India in C handigarh to maintain their 
phenomenal off-shore winning streak 
The West Indies have not lost a Test 
senes anywhere since going down by 









one wicket to New Zealand at 
Dunedin in ] 979-80 Outgoing 
captain Courtney Walsh has been 
successful in maintaining this proud 
record in his two series as captain, 
which was billed as the most difficult 
times for West Indies cricket A time 
when there has been plenty of talk of 
burn-out of the West Indies pace 
attack But the West Indians always 
set fast bowling standards by the ones 
set by their 'greats' who have 


hounded opposition batsmen in packs 
over the years Granted that only 
Cunley Ambrose and Courtney 
Walsh of this present generation arc 
fit to be ranked in that elite group 
Ambrose is 31 with shoulder 
problems and Walsh is 32 
The Chairman of selectors and 
current West Indies manager David 
Holford acknowledges the problem 
"Right now, the biggest worry facing 
us is that somehow we don't seem to 


have obvious replacements for our 
sti ike bowlers," he admits "This is 
not to say there are not good bowlers 
around, but not ones you could think 
ol as match winners They're good, 
steady bowlers who do the basics right 
but haven't got the extra bit of pace 
you'd want to replace your top 
bowlers with " 

Together with this primary concern 
of maintaining the tradition of pace if 
you add the retirement of frontline 
batsmen of the likes of Gordon 
Greenidge, Viv Richards and the 
non-availabiliiy of Desmond Haynes, 
then the West Indies have done well 
to maintain their place at the top of 
world cricket 

No wonder Walsh is proud of his 
stand-in record of a drawn senes 
against India and a recent victory over 
New Zealand Once we play to the 
best of curability,' he says ‘we 
should come out winners m the senes 
against Australia We have the 
firepower " 

In fact, with the return oi Richie 
Richardson and Ian Bishop and the 
possible remclusion of Haynes many 
feel It IS the rebirth of an era gone by 

Richardson took leave from a 
glittering career and the intense 
spotlight that came with it when he 
was diagnosed with acute fatigue 
syndrome The time Richardson spent 
resting from the international circuit 
should serve as a solemn lesson to 
players and administrators alike He 
was simply a victim of burn-out 
brought on by the physical and 
mental stress as much a pan of the 
modern international calendar as the 
numbers of matches themselves His 
energy and appetite revitalised, 
Richardson has already scored a string 
of centuries for Leeward Islands in the 
Caribbean's domestic Red stripe 
competition He returns as the captain 
and the backbone of the team's 
batting lineup 

With Haynes officially ineligible for 
selection because of overstaying a visit 
to South Africa, Richardson may also 


Richia Richardson it hack from a taN-impotad 
tabbatical and bit naw-foand confidanca 
tbauid ba an invalaabla aatat to hit toam 
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return to the opening spot. Walsh 
denies the concept of the rebinh of an 
era but was enthusiastic about the 
impact the presence of Richardson, 
Bishop and possibly Haynes could 
have on the rest of the team " The 
pressure for places in the side could 
only lift performances/' he said at the 


end of the tour of New Zealand 
But whether or not Haynes 
showcases his talent one last time at 
the start of his 40th year, the 
Australians can expect to have more 
demands made of their mind, body, 
souls and spirit than has been the case 
since they last battled the West 


FIGURES DON 


Statics prove that the West Indies and Australia are 
indeed the two best cricketing nations in the world 



w 

ip 



Country 

Test 

Won 

Drawn 

1 Lost Tied 

Success 

Percentage 

West 

Indies 

310 

121 

115 

73 

1 

57.74 

Australia 

547 

225 

166 

154 

2 

56.48 

England 

712 

244 

266 

202 

— 

53.08 

Pakistan 

221 

49 

113 

59 

— 

50.00 

India 

292 

53 

141 

97 

1 

42.46 

South 

Africa 

193 

46 

65 

82 

— 

40.67 

New 

Zealand 

234 

33 

105 

96 

— 

36.53 

Zimbabwe 

13 

1 

6 

6 

— 

30.76 

Sri Lanka 

58 

4 

27 

27 

— 

30.17 



Country 

Matches Won 

West Indies 

290 

188 

Australia 

328 

181 

England 

231 

121 

Pakistan 

299 

153 

India 

261 

119 

South 

Africa 

73 

31 

New 

Zealand 

237 

97 

Sri Lanka 

184 

49 

Zimbabwe 

46 

5 


Lost 

Abnd 

Tied 

Success 

Per¬ 

centage 

92 

6 

4 

6065 

133 

11 

3 

50 73 

102 

7 

1 

50 41 

134 

7 

5 

50 31 

133 

7 

2 

40 73 

40 

2 

— 

4038 

129 

10 

1 

4032 

126 

9 

— 

20 90 

38 

1 

2 

1041 
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Shan# Warna will hava tha ajKitlight an him in 
tha Watt Indiaa. Altar a tuparintiva 
parfamianea against England his mamla Is an 
a naw high 


Indians four years ago. 

Aussie skipper Mark Taylor has 
already gone on record saying that his 
team had the players to beat the West 
Indies, but that it took more than 
mere players to win in the Caribbean. 
"We had the team to beat them there 
in 1991 too, and in Australia two 
seasons ago. But it's really a mental 
thing. It's a matter of enjoying your 
cricket as much as you can, as well as 
playing it tough," he said while 
issuing his squad a tough ultimatum. 

"Self discipline is important. We 
must be switched on and ready to take 
on any opportunities, and against the 
West Indies the opportunities are far 
fewer. There we simply cannot afford 
to give matches away like we did 
against England. It's a question of 
whether we can be tough for the two 
months. We've got to win two Tests at 
least if we arc going to win the series. 
They are going to win sessions and 
days and we've got to make sure we 
can bounce back from there." 


B 





what he probably recognises is his 
team's knack of failing to drive their 
advantage home and at times even 
allowing the opposition to get into a 
game they should have been shut out 
of. Australia have tried to balance 
their team with a fair share of 
experience together with some 
new-age cricketers who have 
self-discipline, focus, attention, 
respect and intense commitment ail oi 
which will be required on this tour 
which will be more a test of character 
than anything else. 

While experience is always useful 
against a team as consistently 
powerful and relentless as the West 
Indies, there is no substitute for sharp 
eyes, quick hands and feet, nerves of 
steel and an abnormally large heart. 
Australia in that score have a 
naturally talented and brave group of 
young men to stand along senior 
batsmen Taylor. David Boon, Mark 
and Steve Waugh, to stand up against 
the redoubtable West Indian fast 
bowlers. Michael Slater (25), Greg 






























speed work alongside Craig 
McDermott 

In a true reflection of what the 
Aussie bowling attack has been 

Ciiig McDf raiotl tha untiring Australian 
workhona will ones again hava to coma good 
inthoCarilibian 




reduced to (McDermott and Wame) 
Simpson says, "I think the onus is on 
the rest to take up that extra step. 
They are no longer beginners in the 
game so now you'd be expecting to get 
rewards for the last few years dunng 
which we have had them in the side 
serving apprenticeships. They have 
now got to accept the responsibility 
every Test bowler has and that means 
getting wickets " Incidentally in 23 
Tests between them, McGrath, 
Flemming and Reiffel have just two 
5-wicket hauls, and both by Reiffel in 
England three years ago 

Australia must also realise that their 
side, though highly talented in one or 
two areas, and hugely combative as a 
unit, cannot go around wiping the 
floor with the rest of the world. Only 
England can be cast as a doormat for 
Australia, who recently failed to win 
their senes against Pakistan and South 
Africa 

No wonder, Viv Richards when 


Coufftngy Walsh has handsd ths Was! ladian 
caiMaiacy hack to Richanlson aad on him lias 
tha onus of changing this young, 
inaxparianosd side to hscoma world haatars 

asked on Australian television how far 
the result of this series will decide the 
unoffiaal world champions, was 
candid when he said, "For the amount 
of time we've beaten you guys and the 
rest I would say you would have to 
beat us in three consecutive series to 
be called world champions." 

Richards felt it wasn't a one off 
thing. Rather, he saw the series as a 
clash between the world champion 
bowler Shane Warne and the world 
champion batsman Brian Lara. 

But for us, we'll settle for a 4 -0 
whitewash of the Windi^s for the 
Aussies to claim themselves to be 
world champions. And that's a ull 
order even for a bunch of players 
whose strength of charaaer, strength 
of body and strength of resolve is 
second to none. • 
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THE DOGS OF WA 



BY SUPRAKASH GHOSHAL, 
LONDON 


T his is the story of those 

English patriots who, just a 
few days back, introduced 
Nazism to football's sacred 
arena. In a country which could never 
quite comprehend why people should 
fight, even try to kill each other in the 
name of football, they introduced 
hate, when in the Irish capital Dublin, 
they went on a rampage, tore up seats, 
hurled missiles indiscriminately and 
hurt hundreds of innocent Irish 
football lovers. The ''friendly" 
between England and Ireland had to 
be abandoned; only its bitter taste 
remained... They are England's hate 
brigade; they are a strange breed. 

12 


Strange, because the state feeds 
them, their families, pays for their fads 
and fancies, just because most of them 
are good for nothing. And jmretum 
they plunge their country in shame, 
embarrassment and think they are the 
pride of England. They truly are a 
strange breed. 

Hate. Hate. Hate. Where do you 
stop once you start feeling proud of 
hating your fellow human beings... 
Just for one reason or the other...or 
for no reason at all? 

You may start with the blacks, 

"F.blacks, the niggers, they are 

the scum of the earth. This is 
Whiteland. This is England. No Black 
In The Union Jack." 

Then you pick on the Pakis. "Don't 
they own a lot of business? Why? Hate 
the Pakis". 









The English soccer 'hooligan'is not new to the sport. For years, he has been suffering 
from a strange sense of'inverted'superiority leaving destruction and death in his 
wake. But the recent violent 'friendly' against Ireland showed that his sporting 
bloodlust has acquired fascist and political leanings. What will be the outcome of 
this new priority? Or maybe the world shouldn't wait to find out and just dose the 
door on English soaer farts 


i 
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And then it goes on and on. The 
hate list never ends. The niggers, the 
Pakis, the blacks, the French, the 
Irish.. 

The Insh? Why the Irish They are 
not black, they have got nothing to do 
with the Pakis. They are white. Why 
hate them’ Well, where do you stop 
when you start feehng proud of hating 
your fellow human beings? It is only 
then that you can speak such 
nonsense, such outrageous nonsense 
as one 'proud' English football fan said 
after returning from the mayhem on 
Lansdowne Road. "That Jack 

Charlton is a f. Judas. Isn't he? 

How can anyone who once played for 
England ever manage a foreign 
football team, and Irish one to boot"? 
.... So deep, so dangerous is the hatred 
of the English hooligans... the high 



priests of 'English pnde'. 

English pride. Sounds ridiculous, 
doesn't it? The rest of the world 
knows it as xenophobia Frustrated 
fasasm, which is bound to grow in a 
society that has an impenahst past and 
a troubled present where a great many 
of its good for nothing members are 
not told to blame themselves for their 
failings 

Instead, they are given dole. Their 
soccer, their travel, their children, the 
rent for their council houses are 
supported by the state. And what do 
they do? They enjoy themselves in the 
pubs for hours on end, pay as much as 
£50 to ticket touts to go to a football 
match, cross the channel to go 
anywhere in Europe to support their 
country's footbaliers and end up 
giving Na4i salutes and disrupting 


The ptehin (MqMoea liMi lall) it a caaa 
la poiot EaglM socear tam nrn riot hi a 
aMNcb against Palaad avaa as iha palica 
toy in vaia la gasneblhsir blasdlait 

matches, when the English team 
succumbs to the superior class of their 
opponents. 

They throw bottles, nussiles, tear up 
seats from the stands and hurl them 
onto the pitch and beat up their nval 
supporters meralessly. 

The reason* They thmk England 
must always win Because, according 
to a fan, "England once owned three 
quarters of the world, didn't it. That's 
your f.. .. pnde. You have got to show 
pride in your team. It is your country. 
It is England that we follow. We know 
of Combat IS. Tliey believe In the 
English. English pride. We do agree 
with them." 


13 











'ftf ,;J 

■'* / ’^1^ 1 




*>f- 


WALLSBj 

'Fi 

Ci 


pff. 


'<y 


k.-- 


^4/ 


I J 


k: 










♦^i 




l'N 


■iJ 


A 


r n 0 ' 

Vm ii; (-^1 




■58^^ 




And who are Combat 18? Well, you 
know what Combat means. The trick 
is deciphering the 18. One (1) stands 
for the first letter in the English 
alphabet. A. Eight (8) stands for the 
eighth letter H. Together they make 
the initials for the man who tried to 
destroy civilisation because he 
thought his own race was the most 
civilised. Adolf Hitler. The guru of 
Combat 18, and now of the English 
football fans who are to do their 
nation proud. 
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This is not the first time that English 
football fans have behaved so 
outrageously. Throughout the 
Eighties they have been a menace to 
soccer; even in 1993, they plunged the 
game into disrepute. In fact, things 
came to such a pass at one stage that 
England was officially barred from 
international soccer. No one wanted 
to be their visitors, neither did anyone 
want to be their hosts. England 
became the parish of world soccer. 

Yet, this time the mayhem on 
Landsdowne Road shocked England 
as never before, causing seriou< 
concern among the nation's 
politicians. And the reason is obvious. 


Manehailar Uaiteil tent in Roltenlani: 
thouM tilt Engltoh tocctr hoodlumt bt 
banntd from watchina thnir country ploy 
nbronilT 

This time their hate was directed at the 
Republic of Ireland, with whom 
Britain has been having a 
long*standing dispute over the future 
of Northern Ireland. 

And the dispute is basically about 
religious and partly ethnic identity, 
the most dangerous and emotive of all 
political and social issues. It's obvious 
and undersundable that the majority 
Protestant community of Northern 
Ireland do not want to merge with the 
Republic of Ireland, where the 


Catholics have an overwhelming 
majority. But Insh nationalists, 
especially organisations like the IRA, 
look upon Northern Ireland as a 
symbol of British colonialism Their 
intense nationalism has convinced 
them that Northern Ireland should 
merge with the rest of Ireland, to 
make one united territorial entity But 
the deep divide that exists between 
the two Christian communities has 
been foiling the Irish nationalist 
dream. 

We are all aware how the thwaned 
nationalist ambitions have led to 
widespread terrorism and bloodshed 
In their nationalist campaign through 
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terror, the IRA has emerged as a 

Mdmgterronst organisation nthe 

world, and later on the loyahst 

^m= 

^ Ld Irish governments to bring pea 

' hack in Northern Ireland 
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Ihe Bntish government deaded to 

sri'isr^s 

their lernional claiin ov 

Ireland And needless to mention the 

IRA had long declared > 

ceasenretopavetheway^^^^ 


almost succeeded in tuming tte 

IRA The dormant IRA 

While giving Nazi salutes to e 
other they chanted anti [ttsh «nd anti 
IRA slogans, and went about their 
diabolical motions of wanton 
destruction This aspect of the 
Landsdowne Road modem has made 
It different from all previous cases ol 

lootballviolence 

,s. what If the IRA deaded to retatete 
It IS a well known fao that the ^ 

ahardlme faction within it«lt^t IS 

oDDOsed to US mission of peace and 
cessation of hostilities. For them, the 
responsible Bnghsh football faris 

have orovided a wonderful cue U 

. Ly exploit. Ireland will hurtle back 

to Its days of ruthless fratrid^ 

And aU this over a friendly 
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"IS TENNIS 
DYING"? 

Plagued by ultra-pro superstars, dwindling gate receipts 
and inflexible game rules: is tennis in trouble? 


T dll bcjicin a yoai when 
J Spot is llhisittiled ran a siory 
, lilled Is tennis dyin^^ All of a 
3 sudden the ijame that had 
boomed m the «()'s that had 
presented itself as the very model ol 
contemporary sporting enterprise 
was defending itself from a legion of 


ClltKS 

Dead'^ Boring^ No personalities^ 
Too much moneyToo much 
coverage ^ Too much power tennis ^ 
No characters ^ No rivalries'^ 

Everyone, from the International 
Tennis Federation (ITF) chairman, 
Brian Tobin down to llie local coach at 
social clubs has a theory on the ills of 
tennis By the lime everybody had 


levelled their accusations, there was 
almost a fever of "what will we do to 
save the game ” The game itself, its 
attractiveness and marketability were 
under scrutiny 

No one had a good word for tennis 
or Its players Some matches could 
turn a meeting of Insomniacs 
Anonymous into a slumber party. To 
blame were the players, they were 
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pampered brais who went straight 
puberty to penthouse^ where 
re^ij^Jijeir decadent and 
UQiexahiinecrtives Or so we have 
come to see'it 

A couple of decades of negative 
publicity in which players have been 
depicted as travelling salesmen 
putting in another (lucrative) day at 
the office unaware of economic 
hardships of the real world 

The evidence of the lowering 
popularity is seen in the fact that 
many tournaments are short on 
sponsors Interest from television is 
dropping too so that going rates for 
television rights is falling which in 
turn is reducing the amount of money 
available to stage the smaller 
tournaments Away from the glamour 
of grand slam action there are other 
signs of diminishing interest in the 
game Fewer people are playing the 
game particularly in the US and 
Australia Sales of tennis rackets are 
down and ball sales (the most accurate 
way of measuring participation m 
non professional tennis) have 
dropped and the lack of children in the 
western world entering iht sport had 
administrators most worried 

In the US so extreme has the 
drought of young players become 
that one big equipment manufacturer 
is staging special junior programmes 
in which the bait (or participation is a 
free racket 

Still there are those who believe 
tennis—the professional game'—must 
become fan friendly and aiiiaciivc to 
counter the competition from other 
sports Incontiasi to other sports 
where spectators can give vent lo iheir 
excitement in tennis crowds are 
tightly regulated made to sit still and 
quiet during play ThatN after they 
have waited outside till there is a 
change of ends Once inside it 
resembles more of a church than a 
paid-for entertainment No Mexican 
waves no vendors selling eats and 
drinks No noise please* 

The ATP Tour then decided that 
spectators should be allowed to 
scream during points and move 

Bans Baokar: tannis M right eMe9 baby. 
a-ka/Tha Qannan faalt that nimaurt af 
laiNiit' aarly daath ia grottly axagoarttad 
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around the stands. Officials also 
started playing pop music during the 
changeovers. But the players are 
vehemently objecting to these 
changes with even the revolutionary 
renegade Andre Agassi finding the 
music shocking. It was as well they 
didn't make all these changes before 
John McEnroe retired or they might 
have needed a straitjacket at the side 
of the court. 

But among all these shortcomings 
of tennis, the greatest and perhaps the 
most important one is the case against 
power tennis. Cricket got it right 
when it stopped Dennis Lillee from 
using an aluminium bat. Tennis, by 
contrast, got it awfully wrong in the 
early 80's when it allowed the use of 
large-head, carbon-composite 
rackets. The new technology made it 
easier for us who dabble in weekend 
tennis, but in the hands of the pros, 
these rackets becotne as irresistible as 
a cowboy with a Coll. Why would a 
superfit athlete with such a weapon 
try to develop guile or touch when he 
can blast his opponents off the court? 

This has led to another valid 
complaint, (which is. however, often 
overstated), that the game is 
dominated by over-muscled, overpaid 
apes wielding high-tech weapons of 
destruction, that allow the server to 
dominate the game, reducing the 
number of rallies to an unacceptable 
low level. Experts point out that 
because the larger rackets simply 
provide far greater room for error. So 
there has been a reduction in the 
necessity for courtcraft, tactics, 
strategy and thought. Hence, the 
proliferation of players with 
exagger ated grips, designed to impart 
top spin, on both forehand and 
backhand; slicing away furiously from 
the back of the court, reducing skill, 
strategy and artistry. The need, 
according to many former players, is 
to restore tennis to what it was: a spon 
that placed as much emphasis on 
control, touch, variety and strategy, as 
it did on power. 

To the defence of players have come 

Jim Courlenaflar kit matobwHIi Pita .. 
Srnippm attha AuaMlian Opan, ha 
ralaaatf by Irfayiiio tha druma hara MM 
ataMEMamieaft 
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the players and the officials. World 
No. 1 Pete Sampras found that every 
lime he refuted allegations made in 
the Sports Illustratedsiory about the 
game lacking in personalities, it came 
down to defending himself. Boris 
Becker, the well-read player that he is, 
believed the reports of tennis' death 
were grossly exaggerated. Lendl feels 
that there is nothing wrong with 
tennis and it is just as popular as 
before. The Ostrava Ghost points out 
less tennis rackets are being sold 
bi?&use the new graphite ones arc less 


prone to damage and last much longer 
than the older, wooden ones. Tennis 
administrators now insist—^with some 
justification—that the forecast of an 
early demise was premature. They 
acknowledge that there have been 
some problems, but nothing that they 
can't fix. Overall, they say the spon is 
in good shape. 

"1 admit the game of tennis, at the 
professional level, has probably been a 
bit overexposed, particularly in 
Europe. Too many tournaments and 
too much television," says ITF chief 


Tobin, "but I still think people like to 
see top class tennis—grand slams are 
going from strength to strength and I 
think that's what we have got to 
concentrate on, in the future. I believe 
the market forces, will take care of it." 

And tennis well wishers also hope 
that the game can take care of itself. 
Many point to the rivalries of Agassi 
and Sampras and Graf and Pierce as 
factors that can rekindle the flame. 
Some believe that 1995 has begun on 
a positive note with the Australian 
Open proving that the players can stir 
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was going to make the doomsayers 
look foolish. It was only a matter of 
time before the critics, who were 
determined to write off this giant sport 
as a money-iaden irrelevance, would 
be forced to tear up their scripts and 
admit that there are few spectacles 
more compelling than tennis players 


fighting each other to a standstill in a 
great arena. What we did not expect 
was that the proof would arrive in 
such abundance, and in quite such 
dramatic fashion....the game will 

Aranfza Sanchez Vicario, along with 
Piarca. could ranaw a full fladgad war for. 
the No. 1 slot in womon'a tonnit 




the fantasy of the fans. It is true that 
the year began with questions about 
the future of tennis and ended with 
suggestions of a great new rivalry afte. 
the Ford Australian Open, two men 
in particular are expected to do the 
most to erase tennis fears—^Pete 
Sampras and Andre Agassi. 

As noted tennis journalist Richard 
Evans wrote after that exceptional 
quarter final slam fest between 
Sampras and Jim Courier in 
M^elbourne. '"Sooner or later, > 
professional tennis 
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MfUy Pirrct' priiniMl for success After (fie 
Aiistrolioii Open slu' wns hlosted hy Steffi 
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(In' continued ohsence nl Seles, Pierce 
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continue to be run by men in suits 
who worry about the bottomline but 
this Australian Open was a turning 
point—a moment when tennis caught 
the imagination again, stirring our 
emotions and reminding us that a 
human heart beats inside the most 
sieel> -eyed performers ' 

Because they have become such 
remote figures separated from the 
public and the press by a swarm of 
agents tour officials, coaches and 
whoever happens to be in these 
luxurious entourages, the 


sacrifices—personal, not 
financial—made by modern players 
go unappreciated The hard work is 
overlooked butitdoesn't help when 
players do not communicate with the 
fans Neither does it help when people 
fail to understand how difficult it is 
when you are playing five sets, out in 
the middle—to go out and laugh and 
joke 

' You should see the guys in the 
dressing room cramping up and stiff," 
says one player about why players are 
only focussed on the task at hand 
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This uneasy relationship between 
tennis and its fans is according to 
experts symptomatic of a deeper 
problem for the game—^how to 
balance the need tor a high degree of 
control and predictability that stems 
from the vast amounts ot money 
generated by the sport with the 
crowd's desire for sponianicty and 
thrills 

Unfortunately, for tennis, the 
popular players like Agassi today and 
John McEnroe in the 80's and lllie 
Nastasc in the 70's have been 
challenges for tennis administrators 
because of their personal styles The 
question is where—and how—^to find 
that balance 

As the game faces an overhaul, 
should the fans come first'? If so, will 
the notoriously difficult and strong 
willed tennis players who have 
developed a reputation for 
self-centredness, accept this? 

But if you were to listen to the 
tennis officials talk, you could be 
forgiven for thinking that any talk of 
human beings is the last thing on their 
minds Michael Duff, executive 
vice-president of ATP uses business 
terms when he talks about the future 
of tennis 'Tf you are a big company, 
you're focussed on building what the 
customer wants The dynamics of 
tennis are no different " 

ITF chief Tobin also declares, "The 
inexorable logic of the market will do 
the job, not so much as us It will 
happen by attrition Everything like 
this hurls at the time, but you feel 
better in the long run " 

But IS tennis—or, for that matter, 
sport—just another commodity ? You 
have to wonder whether it isn't just 
that kind of tennis mindset which 
gives rise to debates like, "Is tennis 
dying?" 

Today, even if tennis isn't really 
dying. It better be careful because it is 
fast losing Its human face Truly, the 
game does not require gimmicks to 
attraa an audience or generate 
interest The entertainment has to be 
drawn from the game itself and the 
players. And especially from the 
humanness of its players. • 














If your parents don’t allow you to play music all day, we suggest you 
leave home. With our new portable CD system (first name : AZ6840). It’s 
sleek, it’s smart and the digital sound it belts out is simply out of this 
world. Of course, it also has advanced features which would make ordinary 
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CD players look, well, ordinary. Previous, shuffle (too much order in life?), 
skip. LCD display, dynamic bass boost, to test your ear drums. And 
the unique “Hold” button which prevents accidental interruptions. 
The new Philips AZ6840. Unless you prefer the music you face at home. 
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W HEN news reports started 

pouring in that speculation is 
rife in Pakistan that Imran 
Khan might join politics, I was 
not at all surprised. It was reported that the 
mercurial cricketer had been going round the 
country giving fiery speeches like a 
politician, rather than a former cricketer 
raising funds for his dream project—the 
cancer hospital which he wanted to dedicate 
to his mother's memory. 

It was said that he had been attacking the 
country's government, even the Pakistani 
Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto for not 
cooperating with him in starting the hospital, 
and most surprisingly and, of course 
somewhat distressingly, it came to be known 
that Imran Khan, the 
Oxford educated highly 
sophisticated former cricket 
captain of Pakistan was 
hobnobbing with Pakistan's 
Islamic fundamentalists. 

Yet, I was hardly 
surprised. Because my 
surprise, rather shock, had 
come earlier, when Imran 
Khan came to London on a 
'mission' that had to do 
absolutely nothing\with 
cricket, not even with his 
long-standing obsession: 
the cancer hospital. 

I interviewed him, talked 
to him informally too, but 
at the end of it all was left 


the West about Islamic values, especially 
those that are followed so devoutly by the 
Pathans up in the hills of north-western 
Pakistan, where, they say, people carry 
Kalashnikovs just as people in the 
civilised world carry their shopping bags. 

Talking about civilisation Imran exploded 
like an ethnic politician whose ideology is 
deeply entrenched in religious beliefs, 
anti-colonial anger and the concept of jihad. 

Imran said, "The West has always tried to 
create a wrong image of the simple, religious 
and peace-loving people of Pakistan, 
especially the Pathans. I am going to defeat 
that conspiracy," he said pointing at the book 
that he had written about the Pathan 
tribesmen of the Khyber. Imran went on. 


YES, PRIME 
MINISTER! 

Once a child of the materialistic West, now a 
messiah of the poor. Who is the real Imran Khan? Or 
are we hung up on an enigma? 


BY SYJPRAKASH GHOSHAL. LONDON 


profoundly puzzled: Who 
is this guy? Is this the Imran 
we have known for decades? 

The question struck me then; it haunts me 
even now. 

Imran Khan is a complicated man. He had 
to be, we all know that. He is an Oxford 
scholar, a Pathan, a Muslim, a highly- 
westernised society man, a cricketing legend, 
and according to a recent poll the man most 
women in the world desire to be seduced by. 
The contrasts and contradictions are simply 
mind-blowing. So, he had to be a complicated 
man. But this time, when I talked to him 
inside an auditorium on the south banks of 
the Thames one chilly evening, 1 slowly 
realised that Imran Khan is not just 
complicated. He is complicated to a degree far 
in excess of the public's comprehension. 

What struck me first was Imran Khan's 
assertion that he had come to London to tell 


"The West has tried to tarnish their image as 
violent^uncivilised barbarians, because the 
West could never tolerate their pride as a free 
people. Because the imperialists could never 
subjugate them. No one could, neither the 
British, nor the Russians, nor the Sikhs. And 
that is why the imperialists tried to project 
them as a bunch of unruly thugs who can kill 
at will. This is a conspiracy of the West that has 
so far gone unchallenged." 

It is a well-known fact that in Pakistan 
today anti-West sentiments are very strong. 
Pakistani politicians, especially the Islamic 
parties routinely attack the West, its politics, 
its values, its culture, its lifestyle, trying to 
paint them as diabolical, abysmally decadent. 
Imran Khan, the Oxford-educated, world 
beating cricket hero of Pakistan, who spent 
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The greatest moment of his 
career: Imran Khan, 
moments after Pakistan 
defeated England in the 
World Cup. in 1992 But 
immediately after, he fell 
into controversy when in 
his speech at the prize 
distribution, he plugged for 
his cancer hospital instead 
of thanking his teammates 


many years of his youth in London, leading a 
colourful, often gossip-generating lifestyle, 
astounded me by speaking in the same tone as 
his (probable) political brethren. I wondered 
if this was the beginning of an innings in 
politics. 

But what kind of politics? Reports are 
suggesting that Imran Khan is very close to 
the fundamentalist Jamaat-e-Islami party, 
and has been seen and heard in many rallies 
along with its top leaders. There is no knowing 
whether Imran Khan will eventually side 
with the fundamentalists, if he ever decides to 
join politics. But if he does, again I would not 
be surprised. Because Imran Khan, while 
talking to me made it amply clear that he is 
proud of being a Muslim, he is proud of his 
people's Islamic culture, and it is the Islamic 
values which should be held in highest 
esteem. And he believes in the concept of 
nhad too. 

"Yes. Tm a Muslim, and 1 am proud of it. Fm | 
proud of my Islamic heritage. And I'm proud 
of my people who have often been denegrated 
as medieval, uncivilised, barbaric, just 
because they believe in a value system that is 
different from others. This is Islamic culture. 


this is Islamic value system that sustained the 
Pathans. It is Islam that has given them the 
passion for freedom. It is Islam that has given 
them the concept of Jihad/' Imran said in a 
passionate, almost breathless monologue. 
"strugglekaren, kisi ka aagey na jhuke, (one) 
must struggle for his freedom, one must not 
surrender his freedom to anyone else). We 
must fight to keep our culture, our faith. 
Islamic faith intact. We must ensure that 
Islamic values get the recognition, xhf dignity 
they deserve." 

There can be little doubt that the long 
painful journey that he undertook to turn his 
hospital project into reality was testimony to 
his deep social and humane commitment. He 
has been criticised for being overzealous 
about the project, he has been accused of 
exploiting his star status, his connections, and 
even the game itself for achieving his goal. But 
what's wrong in that? After all. what Imran 
Khan has done has no parallel in the history of 
sport. Perhaps even in the history of mankind. 

Well, my knowledge of history may be 
limited. I admit. But I would certainly like to 
be informed of another instance in human 
history where a single human being, a 
sportsman at that, who has staked his fame, 
fortune and future on such a humanitarian 
project. 

Maybe, it is this social commitment which 
will eventually bring Imran into politics. 

Imran Khan said. "The main difficulty about 
the hospital project is that I want it to serve the 
poorest of the poor, who cannot afford to fight 
against the deadly disease. And for whom no 
one in Pakistan cares, no one in the feudal 
society. But to provide such modern and 
elaborate arrangements free of cost needs a 
hell of a lot of financial support. But I am sure I 
will be able to get everything done. I am sure, 
because 1 have faith. Faith is the mission that 1 
have taken up. faith in the values, the Islamic 
tradition, in which I have grown up." 

So. isn't this the manifestation of a 
many-layered personality that we could not 
quite fathom all these years. We talked about 
his striking good looks, his glamour, his 
success, the string of beautiful women who 
constantly kept him company on the gossip 
pages. We speculated about his bachelor 
status: we just wondered and wondered about 
a mystery man. And now that yet another 
aspect of his striking personality has come to 
light, has Imran Khan become more of an 
enigma than ever before? Or. did I interview 
the future Wazir-e-Azani of Pakistan? • 
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QUESTIONS 


I Who was the captain 
• of the Indian hockey 
team which won the gold 
medal at the 1964 Olympic 
Games in Tokyo'^ 

2 Which famous tennis 
• star, confessing to 
have smoked marijuana, 
said, ‘'When I smoked it, it 
made my brain dead " > 

3 From which year did 
«the Wimbledon 
tennis championship 
become an Open event*? 

4 The ancient Japanese 
• game 'Kcman' is very 
similar to which popular 
modern sport ^ 

Answer to Q. No. 8 



Answer to 0. No. 5 

which Argentina 
• player has the 
nickname, 'The Blonde 
Arrow"^ 

6 who was the hisi 
• diver to score a 
perfect 10^ 

7 The heavyweight 
• champion of the 50s 
won all his professional 
fights Who are we talking 

CAR lOON^ BY ARTHUR C ARDOZO 


about? 

S Whichpopulat 
, badminton player 
was reiei red to as Twinkle 
Toes'? 

In the 1986 World 
• Cup, only oneoilu r 
Englishman scored other 
than Gary I ineker Who 


was he’ 

1 / c Whaiisthc 
I W r significance of 
Homebush Bay Sydney to 
international sports? 

! j How many Test 
r 1 centuries did 
Sunil Gavaskar score in 
India^ 


ANSWERS 




1. Charanjit Singh. 

2. Chris Evert 

3. 1968. 

4. Soccer. 

9 . Alfredo di Stefano. 

6. Michael Finneran of the U.S. at Chicago in 
1972. 

7. Rocky Marciano. 

8. Morten Frost of Denmark. 

9. Peter Beardsley against Paraguay. 

10. It is the venue of the Oiymiric Games in 
the year2000. 

11. Sixteen. 


f H!S 1)11/ HAS HI I \ ( (),\1 



UDAYA KUMAR BHANDARt 
PUBONG KHAS MAHAL, 
p.0. TAKDAH CAOTONMBNT, 
DARJ£ELIN<ir7M 222 
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Ice dancing lias 
always been 
popular. U's 
glamorous to look at 
lonq^lcgged girls in 
frilly, sequinned 
tennis skirt*length 
dresses gliding 
skiifuiiyround the 
ice, partnered in 
their aerobatics and 
acrobatics by lean, 
young men in 
matador-likc tight 
trousers 

ff 


FLASHDA 

JAYNE TORVILL and CHRISTOPHER DEAN, 
with their superbly choreographed skating 
programmes, revolutionised ice skating-and 
created a vast new audience for the sport 


BYT S VENKATARAMAN 


T orvill and Dean are to ice 
skating what Fonteyn and 
Nureyev were to ballet and 
Ginger Rogers and Fred 
Astaire to dancing a duo who 
revolutionised the art at which they 
excelled and which made them into 
mega-stars 

When Jayne Torvill and 
C hristopher Dean retired from 
amateur skating almost ten years ago 
to turn professional having been 
world ice dance champions from 1981 
to 1984 and Olympic gold medallists 
in 1984, they left a void in 
international competitions and a 
vacuum in British skating It was the 
end of an era and the European and 
World C hampionshipships continue 
to remain poor by their absence 
The two events are also relatively 
devoid of British interest since the 
1984 British ice dance champions 
Nicky Slater and Karen Barber split 
up They were the couple who for so 
long had been number two to Torvill 
and Dean and their obvious heirs 
apparent But instead of glorious 
expectations fulfilled fate dealt them 
disappointment and frustration in the 
shape of missed medals and Karen 
elected to go and join Torvill and 
Dean's professional circus 
What was Torvill and Dean's impact 
on ice dancing*^ The answer is two¬ 
fold They raised immeasurably the 
technical standard with ambitious, 
innovative movements and 


Tomll ami Dean at tha peak of thtfr skills: 
the gold nodal winniiM jperfeimanee at the 
Saraievo Otympics in 'll 


heightened the level of artistic 
creation with some stunning and 
imaginative choreography 

In addition they were catapulted 
into the sporting superstar league and 
once there promoted their sport 
through extensive media coverage 





NCING! 


Feted at the height of their fame like 
pop idols, some 15 million television 
viewers watched their gold medal 
winning peiformance at the Olympics 
in Sarajevo 

The good-looking pair from 
Nottingham—^Dean a policeman 
Torvill an insurance clerk—^were 
gifted perfectionists w ho were 
dedicated to their sport Their special 
flair was their fluid motion they were 
so perfectly co ordinated it looked 
like four legs attached to one body 
Before they skated to promint nee ice 
dancing had tended to be the poor 


relation of the more vigorous and 
technical pairs skating Britain helped 
develop it in the 1930s and the 
legendary Protopopovs 
imbued it with their own inimitable 
grace in the 60s but it wasn t admitted 
to the Olympics until 1976 
Torvill and Dean took the free style 
section—^which follows the original 
set pattern and compulsory 
dances—^into an elevated league 
Instead of the usual routine of dancing 
to two or three excerpts of different 
tempos they told a story of a stage 
spectacular like Mack and Mableor 


the circus show Barnum Their most 
famous programme was to the music 
of Bolero 

Other skaters gave their names to 
the movements they invented the 
Axel jump was Norwegian Axel 
Paulson s and the Salchow Seded, 
Swede Ulrich Salchow s but Torvill 
and Dean left the legacy of a style of 
fast paced sequences of intricate and 
exacting steps Torvill and Dean 
skating buffs mutter at a rinkside 
watching young hopefuls in action as 
they recognise some familiar trait 

Ice dancing has always been 
popular It s glamorous to look at 
long legged girls in frilly sequmned 
tennis skirt length dresses gliding 
skilfully round the ice paitnered in 
their acrobatics and acrobatics by lean 
young men in matador like tight 
trousers 

1 Ironically though this interest 
hasn t resulted in a crop of top 
international standard skaters but 
only the occasional star Britain has 
young hopefuls—Susan Jackson and 
Joanne Conway and others—l)ul 
even optimists concede that it will be a 
while before more names are 
produced to follow in the illustrious 
footsteps of Torvill and Dean 

Ice skating is also a sport which 
requires a demanding combination of 
athletic ability and creative talent and 
even then winning depends on the 
personal opinion of the judges 
There s no first past the post 
through the-iape means of winning 
This can be a harrowing business as 
Slater and Barber discovered at the 
1984 European Championships m 
Gothenburg where they missed out 
on a bronze medal when the judges 
divided live to four 

In the lop competitions over the 
next two years it looks as if it will be 
the Eastern bloc skaters vying with 
the North Americans for top billing as 
they all strive to reach their peak for 
the next Winter Olympics But they 
will challenge not only one another 
but the supreme standard set by Jayne 
Torvill and Christopher Dean Their 
record number of sixes—the 
ihaximum mark—will take some 
equalling • 
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I the position of my delivery arm and 
spin up. 

If you are nicely balanced and got 
the right momentum building up to 
the crease; it all leads to a good 
rhythm. And if you get into a good 
rhythm, invariably you begin to land 
them in the right spot straightaway. If 
you don't, you can be all over the 
place. Rhythm is an essential part and 
you'll know it in your first few overs if 
you have it on a particular day or not. 

The angle of the delivery arm is also 
just as important. If I don't think of 
where my arm is, it can gel too low 
and I subsequently lose some zip. I 
have to think 'high' and get my arm 
up to where it should be. It is not the 
usual next to the ear hole position, but 
a slightly lower position is ideal for a 
leg spinner. Richie Benaud agrees that 
it is the right place to be. Then walking 
back to my bowling mark I think 
"Spin up. Spin up." 

Obviously a leg spinner like you 
needs a very specialised and 
calculated field. That means 
agreeing with the captain. Do you 
have any problems with Mark 
Taylor in this regard? 

Mark is always coming up with good 
ideas both on and off the field. I might 
not always agree but the great thing 
with Mark is that he's easy to talk to. 
He'll explain his view and then listen 
to you as you give yours. At times we 
meet halfway, at times I get my way 
and at times he gets his. 

For instance, Mark is always keen 
on me having a fieldsman at 45 
degrees behind square leg for the top 
edged sweep. Sometimes I'm not too 
sure about that, because to have a 
bloke there means to leave the 
mid-wicket open. Plus there is also rhe 
gamble that leaving the sweep open 
might encourage the batsman to play 
the shot too often. Mark's reasoning is 
that any batsman who plays the 
sweep will probably play it any way, 
so let's cover the top edge. If he wants 
to drive through mid-wickei against 
the spin, let him, as it is a dangerous 

AOgrMtion—a quality hithuuo alian to 
tplnnara~4a a kallmafkal Wama't gama 







MOINUDDIN HAMID 


Warne with captain Mark Taylor 
lag-apin ia all about atratagy 



shot Tve been with the skipper's view 
and It has worked quite oiten 
But then, the opposite can happen 
Sometimes 1 like a guy in a catching 
position at short mid-wickcl for the 
forward push When I put any ideas to 
Mark he says in his usual direct way, 
"Why^" When 1 explain it, he says 
"Yep, good idea " And that is that 

So the captain does have a big role 
to play for a leg spinner; also 
because the leggies are very 
inconsistent and temperamental 
bowlers. 

Yes, like when Tm down in the 
dumps Mark knows ii and says, 
"What's up mate ? And 1 tell him that 
Tm feeling a bit flat and that they are 
not coming out all that well Don't 
worry "hesays 'ithappens Just 
keep working at it and things will 
come good " Simple advice, but he's 
right I then get my mind together and 
aim to release the ball spinning 
up—^rather than straight down This 
helps guard against bowling too many 
short ones 

You took a hat trick at the 
Melbourne Test against the 
Englishmen this season. For a leg 
spinner it is a 

remarkable achievement. Was it 
the best part of your career so far? 

To me if I take 12 wickets and 
Australia lost, it would mean nothing 
If I take two or three and we win, 
that's what it is all about So I could 
not have asked for a better result for 
Australia to win and to get a hat trick 
to top it off That last day was fantastic 
It must have taken all my luck, 
because I didn't win at the casino 
where we ended up after that 
afternoon and it was an evening of 
solid celebration and a fine Indian 
meal that night 

But I have to say that my favourite 
moment in cricket so far came at the 
SCG, before I'd ever bowled a ball in 
Test cricket. It was at my debut in 
1991 -92 against India and 1 was very 
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INTERVIEW 


proud to walk on for Australia for the 
first time. But when I looked up at the 
scoreboard I was really taken aback. 
The board said, ''Congratulations 
Shane Wame, you are the 350th 
Australian Test player." It was 
something 1 will never forget, a very 
emotional moment, even though I 
really struggled in that first game (1 
wicket for 150 runs) and went away 
wondering whether I'd ever play 
another. 

Why Is it that spin bowlers are 
normally not as aggressive on the 
field as say pace bowlers? 

Boy, being aggressive is a natural part 
of my game. Sometimes even I can't 
control my aggression, like when I got 
fined and warned for my behaviour in 
South Africa last March. In the heat of 
the moment—it was the important 
wicket of Hudson, I let everything get 
to me. By my own actions I let a lot of 
people down. It was a mistake that 
won't happen again. But I've had 
good relations with opponents too. 

Like when I was bowling to Hansie 
Cronje in a first class warm-up game. 
He whacked me for a very big six, and I 
was getting into it and said to him. 
"Yeah, good shot let's see how far you 
can hit this one," He did. It went miles. 

Then there's Darren Gough. The 
Poms are great competitors and a good 
opponent. Once during this Ashes 
series he had me caught in the covers 
off a leg break for a duck. I could hear 
him toaring with laughter as I walked 
off. "I got him with a leggie, I got him 
with a leggie," he was shouting. I too 
thought it was funny but I couldn't 
say anything. My job was to get off the 
field as soon as possible. Obviously 
Gough sounded like he was thrilled 
with the irony of the situation^ 1 
wonder if he's got a flipper too? 

In the hectic schedule that Is 
international cricket today, how 
long can an endangered species 
like Shane Wame last? 

Cricket has been very kind to me so 
far. I have had some tremendous 
experiences and a great deal of luck. I 
travel from one country to another. 



Sorry girls, but this one is for ksops. 

Warm in a romantic mood with his 
girlfriand 

stay at good hotels, meet famous 
people and get paid for playing a 
wonderful game. It's a fabulous life. I 
only hope I'm lucky enough to keep 
doing it for a long time to come.... But 
I'm realistic enough to know that the 
form wheel can turn very quickly 
against you. Because of that you can't 
afford to dwell on the past—you have 
to look forward. The Test arena can be 
unforgiving. Any mistake, be it a 
batsman or a bowler, is punished. You 
have to work hard.... and then harder. 

Any tips Shane Wame would like 
to give young leg spinners? 

I have a five point scheme. (1) Spin 
the ball as hard as you can. Don't roll 


the ball out of your hand. Flick it like 
you mean it. Accuracy will come later. 
(2) Remain upright through your 
action so that you can use your height. 
Power your way through the crease. 
Follow up fully through, as if you are a 
fast bowler. (3) Remain as side-on as 
possible, looking over your front 
shoulder. Don't bowl too front on 
otherwise you lose zip and will drop 
the ball in short. (4) Have your back 
foot parallel to the bowling crease. The 
left arm is high and then pulled down. 
The right hand must go past the 
outside of the front leg to complete the 
body aaion. (5) Experiment in the 
nets. You might find something 
different works for you—just holding 
the seam differently for example. 
Suddenly you have another ball to 
add to your variety. And above all this, 
work hard and enjoy it. • 
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Are the Chinese exceptional athletes or are they 
actually drug induced super performers? 
ANDY O'BRIEN initiates a probe 


I N I ebruary 1994 Radio Canada 
broke a small story that the 
Commission of Immij;raiion in 
Montreal was processing an 
as> lum plea from a lormer technician 
m the Biological F xercisc Department 
of China s Institute for Research Into 
Sports Sciences The technician 
whom the 

Canadian press referred to as 
Monsieur X had come to Montreal 
as part oi the Chinese athletics learn 
but broke olf trom his touring partv 
He was pleading for asylum on the 
grounds that he had leaked classified 
information to journalists and would 
be persecuted should he return home 
The information he had leaked is 
now being ustd in international 
sporting arenas to break down China s 
great wall of lies involving drug use 
among their sports people especially 
ilu ir women swimmers and athletes 
Until now we have only been able to 
guess that the Chinese governinem 
had sponsored a systematic doping 
programme But armed with 
testimony of this lone C hinese 
defector we now know the truth and 
other countries are campaigning for a 
ban on the Chinese until they clean up 


their act 

According to Monsieur X's 
desposition to Canadian immigration 
officers and journalists he started 
working for the national sports 
commission of China in the late 
Eighties to help monitor the 
development and emergence of China 
as a world sporting power He was put 
in charge of examining whether 
China's athletes had taken 
performance enhancing drugs in 
competition Soon he 
discovered that the Chinese sporting 
authorities were using the 
department of Biology to check 
whether athletes would pass in 
competition drug tests overseas, 
rather than to ensure that sport was 
rid of cheats in China 

Monsieur X tells that the tests he 
conducted prior to the Xlth Asian 
Games showed that an elite group of 
Chinese athletes had taken 
performance enhancing drugs 
Despite his test results, nothing was 
done to officially punish the culprits If 
anything, the regularity of positive 
tests suggested that drug use was part 
of their training programme Some of 
the women Monsieur X had 


The world of sport wos porploxod over the 
sudden omorgonco of Chino as a sporting 
super power, but when o moiority oltho modal 
winning athletes tested positive after the 
Hiroshima Asiad. their credibility is doubted 

examined possessed a physical 
strength which he believed could only 
be achieved through regular stenod 
abuse, and his tests confirmed this 
Unne samples taken from women 
swimmers indicated that the majority 
had taken anabolic substances, many 
of them from an early age 
So far despite the storm of 
innuendo surrounding Chinese 
female swimmers and long distance 
runners, no proper evidence had 
arisen that the country was 
sponsoring a systematic doping 
programme along the same lines 
which existed in the erstwhile East 
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Germany. Chinese authorities have 
until now blamed "misguided" 
coaches and athletes and promised to 
pursue and punish the errant few who 
they say have ruined their sporting 
image. Any suggestions of the 
existance of a government sponsored 
drug-based training programme have 
been denied by the authorities who 
recently green lighted a reciprocal 
out-of-competition drug testing 
agreement with Austraiia in a bid to 


use of steroids is planned and 
organised under order of the 
authorities and is therefore 
confidential" According to Monsieur 
X, every squad of femaie swimmers 
would be-made to appear at testing 
caravans at the Beijing airport and 
their urine samples would be taken 
and analysed on the spot. Athletes 
testing negative to drugs would be 
allowed to board the plane, while 
those with traces of drugs In their 


adopted by Chinese swimmers to 
avoid drug tests to the point of 
actually running away from testing 
officials. A school of thought feels that 
the Chinese athletes themselves don't 
have a full understanding of what 
actually constitutes drug use; but they 
have been programmed to avoid drug 
testers by their coaches and officials. 
According to Australian Swimming's 
media director Ian Hansen, avoidance 
techniques employed by the Chinese 



"stamp out drug cheats." But even the 
Australians have now found that it is 
all an eyewash. 

The emergence of testimony from 
Monsieur X, has exposed the biggest, 
most brazen sporting lie of this 
decade. And countries like Australia 
and America armed with the 
information are leading a ban China 
campaign which has recently met 
with success when China was not 
invited to the Pan-Pacific Games to be 
held in Atlanta in August this year. 
Monsieur X's testimony proves that 
there is institutionalised doping in 
China. "Sport is at the service of 
politics in China," he has said. "The 
authorities use every means possible 
to obtain the best results to excite 
patriotism. I became aware that the 


system would be left behind, without 
further punishment. The defector said 
that the Chinese sports officials took 
their swimmers off drugs in the 
lead-up to an international 
competition, then using the 
Department of Biology as a final 
screen prior to departure. If some of 
the best performers would fail the 
tests because of the presence of drug 
residue in their system, the talent pool 
was so large it really didn't matter. If 
one world class performer didn't 
make the trip, another would take her 
place. 

The question now being asked is 
how come they didn't get caught 
before in spite of all this? Many 
experienced national coaches were 
eyewitness to the means and methods 


Hm deninmet of China iH the world 
iwimniing arana hat coow to an end. It has 
boon pravad that oxeollanca in drug maiking 
and not hard work wot roipansiblt for this 
suprtHMcy 

include naivete, not understanding 
any language, changing athletes and 
the fear of foreigners. 

The clincher came during the 
women's 100m freestyle prize 
distribution at the 1993 World Short 
Course Championships m Majorca, 
Spain. The winner L\ Jingy i, now 
dubbed "The Incredible Bulk" was 
due to collea her medal from the 
presentation dias when in a complete 
unexplained bit of manoeuvring, the 
Chinese delegation substituted 
someone else to collea the medal and 
provide a urine sample in her place. 
The woman substituted for her was 
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around 10 centimetres shorter and 
was completely different from the 
actual winner but she walked up to 
the dais as if she had won the race 
herself As she did so Chinese officials 
and coaches flooded the marshalling 
area talking loudly and creating 
confusion The world swimming 
community watched in amazement as 
the gold medal was awarded to the girl 
who hadn t swum the race We 
knew then what the Chinese were 
prepared to do says Hansen 
Apart from the sophistication of 
their drugs and masking agents one of 
the primary difficulties facing the 
testers was that no one really knew 
which girl the Chinese would be 

Six months ago Juan Antonio Samaranch said 
that Chinoso sport was'cloan' Now ho is 
facod by countrios calling for a ban on China, 
and a voilod throat from China about boycotting 
tho Atlanta Olympics 




fielding on any given day for any 
given race It was quite common for 
one star female to pull out of a race 
due to a mystery illness and be 
replaced by another who would then 
clock a fantastic time The erratic, 
evasive and secretive behaviour 
contributed to the avoiding of drug 
tests 

How then were they finally caught*^ 
in the past two years more than a 
dozen Chinese swimmers and athletes 
(including weightlifters) have been 
banned for drug abuse The first proof 
came during the Hiroshima Asian 
Games last year when the drug testing 
procedures to test for a drug called 
dehydrostesiosterone (DHT) were 
used 

Previously this testosterone 
derivation was being masked by the 
Chinese by sophisticated substances 
after they arrived at the venue of 
competition At Hiroshima the 
Chinese team was unexpectedly 
tested as soon as they got off the plane 
and moreover with the new 
procedure of testing DHT In all six 
female swimmers tested positive on 
arnval but a week later they tested 
negative during the competitions The 
fact that they tested positive provides 
more proof of drug-training being an 
institutionalised system m Chinese 
sports Firstly because DHT needs 
careful and skilled medical 
supervision and expertise and this 
would well be outside the sphere of 
swimming coach/swimmer to monitor 
and control Secondly DHT is also 
very expensive and well outside the 
capacity of a Chinese athlete or coach 
to pay for 

These and other matenals and 
evidence of proof have been released 
m a repon by the Australian 
Swimming Coaches Association 
(ASC A) who believe it will help in 
their unrelenting campaign to prove 
to the world that China has been 
systematically doping its swimmers 
The only thing more we could do to 
prove this would be to see their doing 

an ASCA official said recently 
while announang that they were 
working towards convincing FINA. 
the swimming s world body to ban 


AMIYATAflAPI 



China for four years 
But even though Australia. Canada 
and the USA have managed to ban 
China from the Pan Paafic Games, to 
upgrade that ban to an international 
level would be far more difficult—if 
not impossible China has warned that 
the ban could harm sport 
mternationally. subtly hinting at a 
boycott of the Atlanta Olympics next 
year Moreover, FINA and the 
International Olympic Counol (IOC) 
may drag their heels on the issue 
because Western governments are 
concerned that such a boycott could 
jeopardise huge export opportunities. 







given that China has now opened 
itself up as the biggest explotable 
market in the world. FINA secretary 
Gunner Werner, has already publicly 
expressed dismay over the Pan-Pacific 
ban saying they should have waited to 
clear themselves or report on their 
own findings into drug use which is 
apparently underway. 

Moreover, any international ban 
would involve a potentially 
humiliating turnabout for IOC 
president Juan Antonio Samaranch 
who, just six months ago, pronounced 
Chinese sport 'clean'. 

His apparent allegiances are 


H will be a long time again balbra the 
suaplcion and skaimciani aasaciatad now 
wHn a Chinasa victory comas to an and 

reasonablyxlear. He was widely 
known to have favoured Beijing's bid 
for the 2000 Games—one reason why 
the Chinese craved for good results in 
international sport. 

Samaranch must also have in mind 
the international political 
complication of banning China just as 
he had China in mind for support in 
influentially delivering a block of 
votes vital in mounting his own 
control over the IOC. And just last 
Oaober the world athletics supremo. 


Pnmo Nebiolo also took the side of 
China giving them a clean chit and 
pleaded with the rest of the world to 
understand and appreciate that 
country's sports system better 

Now Samaranch and Nebiolo, apart 
from being honourable men, are the 
two most powerful men in world 
sport. These men are guilty of an 
unpardonable, monumental naivety 
that disgraces their positions and the 
organisations they represent. And 
Monsieur X will also tell you that sport 
IS in trouble, because the will to act 
certainly hasn't looked like coming 
from too many sides • 
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GORAN IVANISEVIC 


HE CANNOT 

I I Wmm I ■ I 


Is Goran Ivanisevic a 
temperamental genius 
or is he an untalented 
tennis misfit? 

ANDY O'BRIEN 
presents a case study 



VLRY dic-hard Goran 
Ivanisevic fan knows that if 
they want lo watch their 
hero in action during a 
loiirnamcnt then they better go early, 
and see him in the first round itself 
fcven the bravest of Ivanisevic fans 
will think twice betorc tipping the 
( roaiian to win any tournament 
} or m IS totally irrelevant as far as this 
2 ^-year-old giant is concerned This 
week he may lay waste to some of the 
biggest names in the game, playing in 
the /one' A few days later, he may be 
losing lo somebody whose name 
jirobably doesn't even exist in the ATP 
lour player profile book Goran lays 
waste lo himself as often as he does 
that to otheis and if one were plotting 
a giaph of Croran s career it would be 
as jagged as the Manhattan skyline 
Cjoran loves to involve himself and 
his tennis with the iisky rather than 
copy book stuff He IS usually 
spiciaculai not safe passionate, not 
clinical It s not that I have to beat a 
guy6 0 6 0 Some guys enjoy that»I 
don t If I beat him 7 6 7 6 it s OK, ' 
says the 6 It 4 in two time Wimbledon 
1 miner-uj) 

It IS written that no other player in 
me n s tc nnis combines such power 
and such vulnerability in the same 
package The power of course is a 
reference to that serve which is the 
most spectacular shot in 
rontemporary tennis Deliveied with 
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the least possible fuss and almost no 
thought It devastates the opposition 
just as Goran's temperament destroys 
himself They say that the Ivanisevic 
service is to tennis what the John 
Daly drive is to golf the Michael 
Jordan slam dunk is to basketball or 
the Shane Warne flipper to cricket At 
Its fastest It has been recorded at 220 
kmph At the 1992 Wimbledon 
championships he served an amazing 
almost unbelievable number of aces 
on his way to the final He served 37 
more tt\ the final against Andre Agassi 
for a grand slam record aggregate oi 
206 but still ended up as runner-up 
ironically losing the fifth 4-6 because 
ol a crucial double fault 

And yet the big serve doesn t mean 
that the results of his matches even 
against lower ranked players are a 
foregone conclusion One critic pur it 
best. Because his approach to the 
game is essentially emotional 
Ivanisevic can look helpless when 
inspiration and confidence desert 
him He goes Irom a raging bull to a 
lost lamb with little in-betwcen 
Goran himself recognises his problem 
saying You never know what I m 
going to do That s because I never 
know what I m going to do 

Take last year lor example which 
was one of peaks and troughs lor i he 
'splitfire from Split His cannonball 
serve took him to his second 
Wimbledon linal m three years but 
failed to get him past Sampras In his 
next two grand slams (US Open 94 
and Australian Open 9S) he crashed 
out in the first round itself And yet by 
his standards his consistc ncy is 
definitely improving And that s 
because Goran himself is recognising 
the fact that his serve robs him ol the 
credit he deserves for the other pans 


Ha't got the poworl Ask any opponent who's 
facod one of those turbo-powerod Ivanisevic 

servos 
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ot his game He can serve and vollev 
like an aggressor or counter punch 
from the back of the court, all with 
awesome power 

When 111 form he is considered the 
most dangerous player on the circuit, 
capable ol winning on any surface 
Goran s unpredictability bailies his 
tans and provides no comfort to his 
opponents either 


'Goran," says world No 1 Pete 
Sampras^ "what can I say"^ When he's 
on you have no say in the matter Ills 
lirst serve is the best shot in the game 
He's the most dangerous guy to play " 
Often Goran's straight talk can be 
very humorous But equally enough ii 
gets him into trouble and his 
unpredictability is as misleading as his 
sense ol humour 


Ivanisevic on how he avoids fines 
from umpires forbad language. "One 
or two Croatian words they know but 
I always have new ones m stock " 

On his temperament "Ot couise I 
still break my racquet but now I break 

Th« bad boy of modem tennis. Goran Ivanisevic 
has a tomperamant that few can match, but 
once he works himself into a fit his game 
disintegrates 
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it in a positive way." 

But our protagonist is of the 
opinion that his temper is different 
from that of his idol John McEnroe. 
"When Mac's crazy, he gets pumped 
up and plays better. I break the 
racquet and lose." Once while playing 
in Palm Springs, the 'Stilt from Split' 
declared that life in that rich desert 
town near Los Angeles was too 



subdued for him. "I go to bed at 9 p.m 
and wake up at 7 a.m. like an old man 
I try restaurants. Everybody is 
100-150 years old. Evcrytime I think 
somebody is going to die in the 
restaurant," he said with unthinking 
frankness and broken English. When 
Goran was told of his faux pas, he 
made amends by wearing an "I Jove 
Palm Springs" T-shirt and posed with 
some blondes who were catrylng a 
banner which said, 'Hey, Goran there 
are pretty young women in Palm 
Springs.' 

Ivanisevic's character may make 
f him colourful but many critics feel he | 


Ivanisevic axulting-aflar-a-matcli scanas are 
vary hard to come by. Haro's a sample of one of 
those rare moments 

is an ovcrtalented waster who doesn't 
respect the talent he has been given. 
That might be a little unfair because 
Goran himself is aware of his problem. 
"What 1 do is stupid," he says of his 
temperament. "I play against five 
players in every match—myself, 
opponent, umpire, ball boys, 

) everybody. It's tough to win." 

Still its got him over $4 million in 
prize money and a beai/tiful 
bungalow in Monte Carlo. But Goran 
is still bitching, n 
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The Lion 
In Winter 


The one man wrecker^squad from Australia is still 
at his fiery best as ANDY O'BRIEN discovers in a 
freewheeling interview with the legend 


If \()U look up iht Guiness Book of 
World Records in ihecruktl 
St L (ion to LI OSS-ihtck who has bowled 
(ht fastest ball c Venn Tt st tneket you 
may be shockt d that one Jeff 
Thomson still holds the record fora 
160 45 mph missile hurled at an 
Linliitk} Wt St Indian in December 
1075 But then you might not be 
surptisc d foi those who s<?w (and 
lace d) rhoinmo wilhoueh for his 
spe i d Today at 44 he se ems ht 
(nough to Ii\e up to that legendary 
criikuinglimt nek Ashe s to Ashes 
Dust to Dust If I illee don t get you 
Thommomiist 


SPORTSWORLD It Is said that 
you don't watch international 
cricket much these days Why? 

THOMSON The re IS no player in 
cricket now who I would go out of my 
way to watch The last blokes I would 
have gone a long way to watch were 
Viv Richards and Ian Botham because 
they could do something They need 
to pul some excitement back into 
cricket instead of just boring the s 
out ot cv cr>one 

So you think cricket is suffering 
Just like tennis It has become 
boring with no characters. 

What s missing is the bouncers and 
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getting up people Now we have 
lollipop bowlers who are only allowed 
to bowl two bouncers an over I think 
even from a batting point of view too 
It s exciting when you sec a bloke 
Invoking bouncers Spectators like 
walking the tightrope nowadays 
They like watching the fine line 
be tween error and danger I m just 
not happy with the game s 
entertainment value these days 1 got 
better things to do than go watch a 
cncket match It s a waste oi a day 

England fell to spin bowling in the 
Ashes again Twenty years ago 
you demolished them^ taking 33 
wickets with some of the fastest, 
most vicious bowling in history 
Did hurting a batsman ever worry 
you'> 

No itdidnt Well I mean 1 d seen it a 
zillion times because 1 hit many 
people from the time I was playing at 
junior level I remember hitting this 
kid one day and the ball just knocking 
all his teeth out There were teeth all 
over the pitch I m not bragging about 
It but I hurt a lot of blokes in all levels 
of cricket too Some of them would be 
screaming—with depressed fraaures 
and that sort of thing in the head My 
father would try and get me to visit the 
blokes 1 had hurt But you know 
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when you're young, you are 
aggressive, so you just say, "Who are 
you kidding?" 

Did you ever deliberately aim to 
hit batsmen? 

Yes, sometimes because it made life 
easier for me—particularly if I was 
bowling on a dead flat wicket. It 
would make the batsmen think, 'If I 
hit this bloke for any runs, he's going 
to kill me.' 


There has always a bit of that in the 
game. And there always will be. We 
got that reputation as sledgers about 
20 years ago, but we certainly didn't 
invent it. I can only talk about my 
actual playing days, but I can 
remember plenty of that going on in 
grade cricket in Australia even when I 
first started. 

But that's the point. The Aussies 
are the biggest sledgers. That's 
why Ian Chappell's team was 
called "The ugly Aussies." 

In the Australian team of my time, 
blokes like Ian Redpath didn't talk 



In 1S75, he bowled once at 160.45 mph creating 
e world record for the fastest ball. Twenty 
years later, the record still stands in 
Thomsen's name 

much, but just played. Everybody else 
had something to say from time to 
time. Lenny Pascoe was one of the 
best, though. But I imagine it's much 
the same now. I don't think it's a 
problem as long as it's not too 
ridiculous. 

What qualifies as "ridiculous" in 
the sledging game? 

Most of my talk tended to be self abuse 
when I bowled a bad ball, so I sledged 
myself more than anybody else. 
Occasionally 1 would say something to 
the batsman. But don't forget that the 




How big a part did this fear play 
in your success? 

A big part. You could see some of the 
blokes were shitting 
themselves—their nervous reaaion 
when taking their stance. My eyes 
would light up. At my home ground, 
the Gabba in Brisbane, it used to be 
good; because from the end of my long 
run up, I could see their next batsman 
padded up in the pavilion and I'd 
stand there smirking at them, as if to 
say, 'You're next.' 


So you were very much a part of a 
sledging brigade that gave 
Australian cricketers such a bad 


name. 
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cause by complaining. 


Now 44, Thornton still retains that tiro that 
once made him the most faarad howler In 
cricket 

opposition also retaliated to Aussie 
sledging Bui we never eomplained 
We just aeeepicd it and allowed the 
umpiie to control any situation Then 
once you got back to the dressing 
room the whole thing was forgotten 

So you think the Aussie sledging 
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thing has been blown up? 

Of course it is If sledging is getting out 
of hand, it is easy to stop it. If the 
umpires say '"enough", then it should 
be given a rest It is as simple as that 
When opposition sides come out and 
make comments oni what's happened 
in the past, they are showing they are 
affected by it To me that would 
encourage the Australians to do it even' 
more I don't think they help their 


Spin bowling is now being seen as 
the major weapon in Australian 
cricket with Shane Warne leading 
It. Do you think spin bowling is 
overrated? 

I'm not putting s.. on Shane 
Warne, but I wasn't the world's most 
skilled batsman and spin bowling 
never worried me. They reckon fast 
bowlers haven't got any brains I 
reckon that most of today's batsmen 
who are having trouble with spin are 
brainless 

In 1976-77^ you damaged your 
shoulder in a collision while going 
for a return catch. You never 
bowled as fast after that. Was it 
the end? 

No, no, I still bowled a lot of quick 
spells, but what the injury did was 
change my action a bit and the reanng 
bounce was no longer there 
Sometimes I wonder how many Test 
wickets more than 2001 would have 
taken if I'd been able to keep coming 
out and scaring the shit out of 
everybody. You are always hearing 
about bad backs and everything. Go 
and tell them to break a shoulder one 
day and try bowling at 100 mph again. 
See how they go. But nobody wrote 
about how I should never have played 
again. 

Just prior to the Ashes series, 
England manager Keith Fletcher 
claimed that his pace attack was 
as swift as Lillee and Thomson. 
Your comments? 

Well, Dennis made the right 
comment He said, 'Yeah, they are at 
the moment—with both of us now 
44.' You know it's ironic. I've got an 
oil painting at home that a friend 
brought me. It's of me hitting Fletcher 
in Sydney in '74-75.1 remember the 
ball It hit him between the eyes and 
then the ball went straight to extra 
cover on the full. The fielder even 
appealed for the catch. Fletcher was 
there With blood dripping down his 
nostrils. 1 clean bowled him with the 
next ball, so much for Fletcher's 
lollipop bowlers. # 




MAILBAG 


> pw< «> in gww w <ifiw w ^wi^ ^ 

Awesome 

Andre 

//»TWAT Andrei" my mum 
X u$edtoMy, "if only he 
would cut that long hair, he 
would look so mudi better." That 
comment on Mr. "bnage is 
Everything" Agasd was made 
way badt in 1988 when he first 
I burst upon the drcult with a 
I helluva fotehand, a crazy dress 
sense, an entourage that 
reflected theworld^spppulation 
problem and little else. 

Well, when my mater dapped 
her eyes on the new'look 'Look 
no hair!' Agassi on the cover of 
Sportswodd, 1 Sth Feb, she was 
not exactly delighted at seeing 
her seven year wish fulfilled. 

"Yeh ladkapagalhai, "she said. 
"Does he have to be at extremes? 
First, he tries to look more 
feminine than his glilfriend, now 
he looks like something out of 


Star Wars." 

Women are hard to please. My 
mom IS no different 


But, leavmg aside my mother's 
opinion, I thought that the cover 
Was pretty well timed. After all 
Andm Is making the news, isn't 
heT'And it is Idee to see that his 
hairstyle is not the only thing he 
has dhanged—he definitely 
seems to be a far mme confident 
lad on couit nowadays, 

Thekind of tennis that he 
dished ow at inindins INk was. 
wefl, SB your cover said hr 
"Amaal^ and "Awesome". In 
{apt, twottldretehae the fin^t 
tenidel have ever sejm dnoB ^ly 


ttfekname 




Vivid Interview 

J AWAGAL SRINATH's trauma 
and travails on being ddelined 
and then the Joy of coming out of 
the woodsand becoming India's 
No. 1 strike bovi^er has been 
vividly Ixrought out m your down 
to earth interview with him, 
(i^pojtswoifd Jan. 11>. 

Thumbs ups to you for the 
samel 

I IhdMsfod 

i^m .-.... .. 


Shining Shane 

T he amcle on Shane Wame 
{Sportsworld, Jan 25) was a 
thought provoking one It 
highbghted the much neglected 
aspect of leg spin in international 
cricket Shane Warne has come 
to stay in Test cncket with his 
brilliant variation of line and 
length 

CK SUBRAMANIAM, 

DNintBtors 


51 



ENCOUNTER 


That is what Michael 
Atherton, the English 
cricket captain promises 
after a disastrous Ashes 
Tour. But can he actually 
mould and inspire 
an already jaded team? 


FROM ANDY O’BRIEN, PERTH 


SPORTSWORLD: English cricket 
received yet another setback by 
losing the Ashes against 
Australia. Was it Just a bad tour or 
is there something wrong with 
English cricket in general? 
ATHERTON: Alter a fairly ordinary 
start to tlu tour we were suddenly 
staring at a possibility of drawing the 
senes We had so many injuries that it 
did get us down a little It wears you 
down It s been a strange tour from 
that point ol view It s a tour like I ve 
never known before Basically I don't 
think I had the same empathy lor the 
current Lnglish team as I did with last 
ycai s side I don i think that perhaps 
we were as united and focussed on the 
job we had at hand and therefore I 
think that aflected the kind of 
performance considerably 

So you think the problem is with 
the team and not the system? 

It s just that as a team we need to find 
a way of getting competitive scores 
on the board We arc all good players 
with Test match hundreds So we 
should know how to do it 

Do you think the presence of so 
many senior players and former 
captains can destroy the unity of a 
team? 

In no way is this a criticism of Goochy 
and Oatt It would be remiss oi me not 
to thank them for their efforts for 
England, but it s )ust a feeling 1 got 

So if you don^t blame the system 
and you have good players then 
what's wrong?Perhaps England's 
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selection procedures. 

Certainly, I've said this before For 
instance we brought to Australia a 
side, very much with a short term goal 
of regaining the Ashes We didn't 
think of the future Now not only 
have we lost the Ashes, but also we 


and Gower not with us We have a lot 
of good young players and the Ashes 
tour has shown that Englai^ needs to 
invest in youth for the future And 
that IS why I implore the selectors to 
look to the young players and stick 
with them 



Michael Atherton: aiming to huild an English 
cricket team for tho futuro 


haven't invested in the future It's a 
double loss for English cricket We've 
been treading water for the last year 
and that is disappointing We must 
realise that we have come to the end 
of one era with Gooch, Gatting, Lamb 


Talking about age. You have gone 
on record saying that Test cricket 
is not meant for anyone over 35. 
Isn't that a bit unfair? 

What I said was, it would be difficult. 
Test match scheduling in modern 
cncket is very hectic and 1 don't think 
that you will find too many people 
having an extended career of up to 10 
years. The game is now more and 







more for young players Take the case 
of England. You cannot compete m 
international terms if you give away 
20 to 30 runs and a few catches in the 
held everyday Above everything else 
what England now needs is a fit and 
mobile side in the field 


In all these downs you have 
witnessed while captaining 
England, were you at any time 
disgusted enough to think of 
quitting the Job? 

I have had periods of self doubt, yes I 
even admit that Tve had a couple of 


bad games as captain and that is an 
uncomfortable feeling I might have 
given up the job last year and rd be 
lying if I said there were no times in 
Australia when I wished 1 had done so 

So what happened? Why didn't 
you quit? 

Usually those thoughts it s gone 
the next morning 1 tell you I love 
being the England captain There is a 
prestige attached to it I go to bed with 
that thought every night So when I 
wake up in the morning I still want to 
do the job And funnily enough the 
pressure doesn t get to me I play 
better as the captain 

But If you know that you have 
made mistakes doesn't it go 
against your conscience? 

I always analyse what I have done As 
long as I can say I have done things for 
the right reasons I am content But at 
times I m aware that I have tended to 
go along with what others have felt 
rather than being confident in my 
own judgement 

With a team performing so 
badly as yours has, any other 
captain would have lost his job. 
You seem to be lucky to hold on to 
your job. 

If the pov\ers that be feel that a change 
of captain will bring better results 
then they are quite within their 
rights to do that Afterall captains 
have to be prepared to live and die by 
results Results are what a captain 
stands and falls by But I still have the 
same enthusiasm for the job as 1 had 
before Nobody gets 10 out of 10 in 
this job and 1 m still learning But 1 
repeat. I m not the world s worst and I 
hope to get better 

What about criticisms especially 
from the media? Doesn't that get 
you frustrated into quitting? 

You are aware of what's being said but 
it's all about being strong and digging 
deep I've been in many bad situations 

Ths downs of Eaglitli cricket hm not had an 
odvorso ofidet on Mioilon's potsonol 
pofffomionco 
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in the last year so 1 just keep hoping I 
can do it again The challenge is still 
there to make England into a winning 
cricket team You go through these 
periods when you are pretty 
depressed about it and then you make 
It up and it's a new day and you feel a 
renewed determination Plenty of 
captains in the past have been 
through tough times and come 
through It on top I always hope I m 
able to do that also 

And how do you think you can 
make England a winning team? 

I think over the last two years or so 
many people have regarded us as a bit 
of a pushover and a hit namby painby 
and 1 m keen to gel away from that 
I in keen tor the Fngland side to play 
as aggre ssi vely as possible obviously 
within iht spirit of the game I do 
ihink this attitude problem has been 
one of the problems over the years 

But you are not much of the 
mixing type or the aggressive 
type. So how do you plan to go 
about this? 

Yes 1 m not a big one for mixing after 
play It s just how people are But I 
certainly cannot be accused of not 
being ruthless m competition I don t 
go out there to be popular I don t 
think that s the right way to go about 
playing your cricket There s not 
many things that 1 don t like But 1 
don t like losing 

It is said that England players 
have no pride in playing for their 
country. Is this true? 

That s ridiculous though I must 
hasten to add that some players have 
higher levels ol niotivation than 
others I m not one for making hard 
and fast rules hut just to make the 
players aware of the importance of 
those symbols I tell players that I 
would like to see them wear their 
tr<iditionai Fngland cap 

How hard is it to be a captain? For 
instance what does it feel like 
when you have to declare your 
Innings when one of your 
batsmen is two runs short of 


his first century^ 
as it happened to 

Graeme Hick recently? 

At that point of time the players dearly 
wanted Hickie to get that hundred and 
everybody was on a high And all of a 
sudden 1 called them in It flattened 
the team a bit and it certainly flattened 
Hickey There have been times when I 
have been guilty of sending off 
negative vibes to the team and 
sometimes I m too defensive 
sometimts I m off the pace rather 
than being ahead ol the game 

You are quite self - critical aren't 
you? Not most captains are self - 
critical these days. 

(Laughs) That s why 1 look 
over my shoulder and wonder 
how someone like say Allan Border 
could be captain for so long It s 
phenomenal I know I may not last 
that long 

Is it true that you asked Ian 
Chappell for advise on captaining? 

Yes Ray Illingworth had suggested 
that I should have a word with him if I 
had a chance I have great respect for 
the man and I set up an instructive 
dinner in Adelaide He told me that I 
had one or two problems in my 
captaincy but that I was a young bloke 
and that nobody could expect 
perfection It was a reassurance I 
desperately wanted to hear 

What of the future of Atherton, 
the captain, and England? 

When I took over I thought the 
England team was a bit tired and 
jaded It needed a shot in the arm I 
thought we should have some young 
blood But you can only blood 
youngsters when you are winning 
We weren t so we were in a Catch-22 
situation because the older guys were 
not performing That's what was 
happening Hopefully, we can now go 
ahead and form a team with a young 
bunch of guys It's something I always B 
thought was good for England to have S 
a set bunch of guys Also I would like I 
to think I rn a better captain than I was I 
a year ago And I'd like to think I'm a I 
better player now too I 
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We can't finish this interview 
without a reference to the dirt in 
the pocket incident—^were you 
surprised at how the incident 
escalated? 

Funnily enough I first heard that 
people were looking at a film of the 
inadent when Graham Gooch came 
over to me from the third man 
boundary and said he d been told 
there was a ball tampering 
controversy Wejokedthaiitmustbe 
the South African ball because ours 
wasn't going off the straight So at that 
stage I was fairly surprised But once 
I'd seen the film I realised it was going 
to be a major issue 

I So you agree that it looked bad 
and the media were right to blow 
it up. Or do you feel you were 
badly treated by the media? 

No. no. in terms of their responses to 
the aaual cricketing 
implications—the pictures were there 
for all to see and therefore the press 
and the TV have a duty to report on 
that What irritated me was the 
invasion into my private life—the fact 
that you can t go home for a week and 
whenever you try to go you can t get a 
quiet 10 minutes I realise that comes 
with the territory of being captain but 
that was iny only one grouse 

But the fact that you didn't tell 
referee Peter Barge that you had 
dirt in your pocket made you look 
even more guilty. 

I didn't want anything to be 
misconstrued The evidence didn t 
exactly look great But while 1 was 
fairly open in many respects—the fact 
that there was no artificial substance 
involved and there was certainly no 
attempt to worsen the condition of the 
ball to make it swing—it s my one 
major regret that I wasn t upfront 
with him about the fact that I had dirt 
in my pockets 

How close did you come to 
resigning on that occasion? 

Fairly close In the days that followed 
when the witch-hunt was at its 
hottest, but as the week unlolded. I 
became of a clearer mind • 


>ATRICK FAGAR 
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An Up-Hill Task... 

...but Rothmans Williams Renault have spared no expense to ensure that 
1995 will end triumphantly 


"j T's Formula One time folks! And 
^ on the 26ih of March, the race 
] tracks at Interlagos in Brazil will 
<■* be throbbing with the sound of 
engines each wailing like a frustrated 
banshee, waiting for the green lights 
to go on and for the high-speed, 
pulsating action to start. 

Oh yes, the crowds will be there, 
and the Brazilians love nothing more 
than a couple of hours of pure , 
unadulterated, fast-paced action. But 
sadly for the Brazilians, they will have 
to cope with the loss of the 
maverick—but beloved—^Ayrton 
Senna. 

What does 1995 have in store for 
the Formula One teams? At a rough 
estimate the competition could well 
be limited to a three-cornered contest, 
namely, Rothmans Williams Renault, 
Benetton Ford and Ferrari. These 
three teams by the way finished 
among the Top 3 in the Constructors 
Championship in 1994. It must also be 
remembered (even though critics may 
disagree) that 1995 may not be the 
year of the car. Rather, it may be the 
year of the driver, which promises to 
make this the most competitive 
Formula One season in the history ot 
the sport, with the F.I.A. introducing 
new restrictions in the world of FI 
racing, thanks to a rather accident 
filled 1994. The odds will be tilted 
more towards the drivers, a trend that 
incidentally began in early '94, as all 
cars will have to adhereto F.I A 
specifications. 

But if one were to use just the cars as 
a gauge for supremacy then the 
advantage this year could rest with 
Rothmans Williams Renault who 
have used the break before the new FI 
season to thoroughly test and launch 
th* ir new car: the FW 17. 

^ he new car is quick (in spite of the 
numerous restrictions that the F.I.A. 
has imposed), astonishingly quick. 


And the fact that it is going to be 
driven by the most methodical of 
drivers—^Damon Hill, whose calm and 
calculated style of driving earns him 
comparisons with The Professor', 
Alain Prost, gives Rothmans a slightly 
distinct edge over the other 
competitors. After all, caution is going 
to be the keyword this season and 
Oamon Hill exemplifies this quality. 

It is also true that Hill, in the quest 
for his first world driver's 
championship will be tested to the hilt 
by last year's champion, Michael 
Schumacher. Schumacher initially 
dominated the first seven races last 
season and critics had begun to 
question Hill's capabilities. They 
alleged that perhaps Hill was too 'soft' 
and too 'nice'. But Hill bounced back 
with aplomb (aided perhaps by 
Schumacher's temporary suspension) 
and came within one point of shutting 
out Schumacher from the title. 

It is perhaps after this performance 
that the critics altered their opinion of 
Hill. Though his mild personality is the 
most enigmatic quality that this FI 
driver possesses. Hill has a hardness of 
nature that lies a couple of layers deep. 
Though he is fiercely—and 
quietly—ambitious. Hill today is the 
most approachable FI superstar. He is 
not flashy or gaudy. Rather, he is 
gentle and pleasing. 

Hill's personality came to the 
forefront in January this year when 
Rothmans undertook a no expenses 
spared, slickly organised tour in order 
to promote their new car, to gauge the 
popularity of FI, and the viability of 
having grand prix in countries that 
have expressed their keenness. 
Rothmans' timetable saw Hill making 
whistle stop—but highly 
enlightening—tours of Hongkong, 
Beijing, Moscow, Athens and Dubai. 

It must be remembered that these 
countries have never staged a grand 


prix before but nevertheless, the 
reverence with which they treated 
Hill was total. 

The ace driver in turn rewarded 
them with his patient attitude and 
adaptability to different life styles and 
cultures. At the end of it all, one thing 
was certain: that irrespective of the FI 
results this year Damon Hill will never 
be short of fans. 

But in order to gauge Hill's chances 
of victory this season, one will have to 
dwell a bit on the merits of the 
machine that he is going to drive. The 
FW 17. 

The new car features obvious 
changes such as a revised cockpit 
layout and a high nose which has been 
constructed to suit the new front wing 
regulations. The new changes 
brought positive reactions from both 
Hill and David Coulthard, with the 
former commenting that, "The first 
thing I noticed was how comfortable I 
felt in the car that had been built with 
me and David in mind." The other FW 
17 features are modifications of the 
sidepads, rear suspension and 
gearbox. The front suspension is a 
development of the FW 16 with the 
torsion bar springs retained, while 
further effort has gone into 
controlling the path of the front wheel 
in an accident. The rear suspiension is a 
development of the FW 16 and retains 
the driveshaft enclosing composite 
upper wishbone used on that car. 

The pertinent question here is: Will 
Hill be able to pull it off this year ? 
Hopefully, the spirit of Ayrton Senna 
has been exorcised and the pressures 
of trying to win from behind will be no 
longer be there. As Hill testified, "Last 
year was a hell of a year. I wouldn't 
want anyone to go through that." 

And Hill is damn sure that he and 
Williams are ready to drive off into the 
sunset. 

I Robin Chatterjee 



Damon Hill (lofti and David Coulthard try 
out thoir skills with miniaturo FI cars 
whilo tho FW17 (insot) is boing lovingly 
spnicad up by tho Rothmans Willianis 
RanauR onginoors in thair tasting 
barracks at Didcot 

PHOTOGHAPHS COURTFSY ROrHMANS WILLIAMS 
RENAULT 





FOCUS 



The 20-year-old Russian bom chess genius apparently nerveless, 
seems to be the hottest contender to challenge Garri Kasparov for 
the world championship, Vishwanathan Anand notwithstanding 


BY DEVANGSHU DUTTA 


CARTOON BV ARTHUR CARDOZO 


USTAM KAMSKY ruefully 
admits lo two mistakes. He 
first taught Gata how to 
play the piano at age three 
which meant the whole family 
relocated to Leningrad fn^m Siberia, 
so the prodigy could pursue a musical 
career. Then, he taught Gata how to 
play chess at age four and the rest is 
history I He feels, ''Gata would be one 
hundred per cent happier if he hadn't 
studied chess. This is likely to be the 
last world championship cycle for 
him. I will not allow my 
grandchildren to play serious chess!" 
Now, when Rustam takes a decision, 
Gata obeys orders. The 20-year-old 
may have resigned himself to the 
prospect of pulling out from the next 
cycle. Hence his overwhelming 
determination to win this time. A 
determination that has already made 
him the youngest man ever within a 
shout of calling himself world 
champion. 

Kamsky plays a de facto title match 
with Karpov in the Fide cycle and he 
meets Viswanathan Anand this 
month in a clash that will decide PGA 
champion Garri Kasparov's 
challenger in 1996. In the last year, 
Gata has won matches against 
Vladimir Kramnik, Nigel Short, 

Valery Salov, Viswanathan Anand 
and others. He has also acquired a 
reputation for being nerveless—a 
point he emphasises by saying, "I try 
not to feel anything at all if my 
position is good that's OK—otherwise, 
it is also OK V* This phlegmatism 
helped him to produce that 
unbelievable comeback from 0-2 
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down at Sanghinagar. 

Gata has also changed his style from 
being a steady, solid positional player 
who waited patiently for errors into a 
dynamic tactician who tries to force 
the issue. His preparation seems to 
have improved too in the quantitative 
sense, because his openings have 
more range now—he plays a larger 
number ol systems. The broader 
repertoire makes him more 
unpredictable. 

Any analysis of Gata must take the 
Rustam factor into consideration. The 
former Olympic boxer has slaved to be 
"Father, mother, coach, manager and 
second" for his outstandingly talented 
son. He has also acquired notoriety for 
being the chess equivalent of Jim 
Pierce—his physical threats to Short 
and his assault on lormer Gata second 
GM Alex Shabalov being incidents 
that have led to him being banned 
from playing arenas. 

Rustam has made an art out of 
motivating his son to avenge 
perceived insults to the Kamsky clan. 
So much so, that it is difficult for him 
to avoid hating each of Kamsky's 
successive opponents. The Kamsky's 
have a running verbal battle with 
Kasparov. In 1990-91 Rustam had 
stated, " Anand is a nice boy who is 
world champion material. He does not 
drink, smoke or chase womenF'-^ln 
Oaober, during the PCA semifinals 
when it became obvious that Anand 
would definitely be his PCA-final 
adversary, the Kamsky's suddenly 
transmuted the "nice boy" into an 
"unethical" villain. Rustam accused 
the Indian GM of colluding with Short 
to the extent that they consulted each 
other while play was in progress. An 



absolutely astounding accusation, but 
possibly less bizarre than an earlier 
statement that Garri Kasparov had 
bribed hotel chefs to poison the 
Kamsky entourage! 

Gata has always lived like a monk 
though he considers his lifestyle 
normal. Sometimes he plays video 
games, otherwise he runs, studies 
chess, eats and sleeps. As a child he 
enjoyed riding his bicycle and playing 
the usual games. He hardly 
remembers his mother who died a 
long time ago. He won the Soviet 
junior under-20 title when he was 13 
and became a Grandmaster at 16. 


Gata Kamsky has 
changed his style, from 
being a steady, solid, 
positional player who 
waited patiently for 
errors into a dynamic 
tactician who tries to 
force the issue 


Uninterested in "minor 
achievements" Gata never played the 
World Junior. Currently despite the 
tact that only three men stand 
between him and possibly two world 
titles, Gala's world ranking is only No. 
7 The reason being his disinterest and 
lack of motivation in playing non-title 
oriented tournaments where he could 
rack up rating points and prize money. 

Gata had the usual cultural 
problems about adjusting to New York 
after he defeaed from Leningrad in 
1989. "I came from a very poor place 
to a very rich one. But I was a 
14*year-old who didn't think too 


I much about these things. I got used to 
it and enjoyed eating the 
bananas—they were very good." It 
has been a lonely existence for the 
youngrl^p^Rustam believes in the 
old dictflaD 

must be a cross^'betvve^h ailtoce^c 
and a beast of pr^y".. f " u 

The PCA final versus^A'ftand wilflDe 
a very serious grudge match. Anand's 
only public pronouncement on the 
previous encounter has been, "I'm 
sick of talking about Sanghinagar 
1000 times. I've learnt my lesson from 
it and I want to forget about it." The 
Indian star knows the only way in 
which he can erase the memory of 
that blowout and the subsequent 
accusations of tanking will be by 
winning handsomely this time 
around. He may go into the rematch 
as the underdog—but he has the 
range and intrinsic ability to beat 
Kamsky. He also has greater 
motivation after Rustam's 
pronouncements about "unethical 
behaviour"—the first lime anybody 
has ever called Anand names There is 
an informed body of opinion, 
including Garri Kasparov that says, 
"Vishy Anand will win this time." 

Whatever happens in Spain, 

Kamsky gets another crack at the title 
via the aging Anatoly Karpov. At 44, 
the legend cannot be written off, but 
in a longish match his physical 
resources may be fatally stretched 
against a motivated young man who is 
less than half his age. Kamsky must be 
rated favourite in both matchups. It is 
difficult to imagine that the young 
man who has played so nervelessly 
and determinedly to get this far. will 
muff two successive matches where 
he is topdog. That, of course, leaves 
Garri Kasparov as the ultimate factor. 
Sooner or later, Kamsky must meet 
him in a definitive match for uniting 
the world title. Garri is not likely to 
lade quietly into the sunset against a 
man who has publicly used every 
available forum to vilify him and the 
32-year-old Jewish-Armenian genius 
is still rated as the greatest player of 
alltime. If Gata pulls it off he will 
deservedly become a legend at 21. 

And Rustam can accelerate his son's 
retirement plans! # 
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HE DIDNT 
BLOWm 

Young Australian batsman Greg Blewett grabbed 
his chance of selection to the Australian cricket 
team by scoring a century on debut. Now he has 
been selected for the Aussie tour of the Caribbean 

BY ANDY O'BRIEN, PERTH 

— 

>IMES have been tough for 
V aspiring young batsmen 
around Australia. Ask Jamie 
^ Siddons, who last summer 
became only the tenth player to score 
more than 7000 runs in Sheffield 
Shield cricket, yet remains 
permanently out of the Test team. 
Few young batsmen had a more 
formidable first class record, than this 
dashing right hand batsman and 
brilliant fielder. Nevertheless, other 
than a single one-day international 
appearance, Siddons has failed to win 
the Test cap he so dearly wanted. 

Now 30, Siddons seems to have 
missed his chance, ironically, just at 
the time when Allan Border and Dean 
Jones, two outstanding middle order 
batsmen, have depaned from the 
scene. The vacancies were set to go to 
several younger players on the fringe 
of selection. Names like Michael 
Bevan, Justin Langer, Damien Martyn 
and Mathew Hayden were being 
talked about as front runners. Others 
like Bradley Hodge, Greg Blewett and 
the Tasmanian pair, Ricky Ponting 
and Dene Hills were being looked 
upon as bright prospeas of the future. 

And then it happened. There was a 
growing sense of urgency in the high 
places of Australian cricket, to 
uncover an alternative all-rounder 
because Steve Waugh was unable to 
















bowl thanks to his injured shoulder. 
Waugh had been told by his doctors 
that he won't be able to turn his arm to 
bowl for another few months which 
means he is in the team purely as a 
batsman. An attack with just four 
specialist bowlers and only Mark 
Waugh's medium pace in support was 
considered too thin to last long, 
particularly with the Caribbean series 
around the corner. 

With this in mind, and with the 


Ashes already in the bag, the 
Australian selectors, began a search 
for a middle order batsman. The 
debate waged hot and steady till the 
selectors gave South Australian 
opener Greg Blewett the nod of 
approval. An absolute dark horse for a 
place in the team, the factors that 
weighed in favour of the 
twenty-ihree-year old from South 
Australia was that the fourth Ashes 
Test of the summer was being played 


on his home ground. But more 
importantly, Blewett was drafted in to 
lend all-round support 
A steady right handed opener, 
Blewett, enjoyed a remarkable 
1993-94 season where he amassed 
more than 1,000 runs at an average of 
almost 60 with two centuries in 19 
innings, the highlight being his career 
best 268 against Victoria. X^s, his 
innings has the best when compared 
to the other young Australian 
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batsmen knocking on the doors of Test 
cricket. 

The son of a former South 
Australian batting all-rounder, 
Blewctt is yet another graduate of the 
highly successful Australian Cricket 
Academy in Adelaide, supervised by 
former wicketkeeper Rod Marsh. 
Since his senior debut three seasons 
ago Blewett improved every year, 
managing 35 in '91-92 and 39 in 
'92-93. 



I 


/ 


He replied to the call of the 
Australian selectors by scoring a 
century on debut, much to the delight 
of a home crowd that included 
Adelaide's most famous son. Sir 
Donald Bradman. Shockingly, 
England won the Test, to trail 1 -2, 
with a chance to level the series in the 
last Test at Penh. But Blewett had 
sealed his place in the Australian team 
at least for the Penh Test. And if by 
some chance Blewett had not scored 
his second century in his second 
Test—an innings of significance and 
class—^England might have gone on 
somehow to win the Test at the 
WACA, the arrogant and myopic 
establishment at Lord's would have 
lifted their glasses again to drink to the 
renewed health of England cricket. 

But Blewett spoilt the party by 
arriving at his century faster than any 
other centurion in the entire series. 
The 19 boundaries in his final score of 
115 came with forceful pull shots and 
shattering cover drives. With his 
back-to-back centuries, he joined an 
impressive band—Bill Ponsford, Doug 
Wallers, Alvin Kallicharran and 
Mohammed Azharuddin being the 
others who have scored centuries in 
consecutive Tests on debut. A/har is 
the only man ahead of Blewett 
reaching three figures in each of his 
first three Tests. 

Suddenly, the selectors were in a 
problem. He still had the all round 
abilities which supposedly set him 
aside from so many other young and 
talented Australian batsmen. But 
with Blewett getting locked in, there 
was a problem for the selectors, on 
whom to select. They finally decided 
by naming Blewett as a batsman for 
the upcoming tour of the West Indies, 
where if he scores a century in his first 
Test, he will equal Azhar's record. 

"It feels great," the new hero of 
Australian cricket said after his Perth 
century. "It feels better than the first. 
The first was a bit of shock to the 
system, it all happened so quickly. To 
get a second in my second game. I'm 
just thrilled." 

Grtg Blawfll aekmiwlaiiott tha ohaariiif tha 
emvd aflar aeariag kis first eaalmy at 
AdalaMa. A draam start ta a possilily brilliaat 
ciiaar in iaiamaflanal crickal 


PHOTOGRAPHS PATRICK^ 



What of Blewett's future? Well, 
that is to be seen especially, once Steve 
Waugh recovers from his injury and is 
able to bowl. Those who are 
convinced of Blewett's talent as a 
batsman feel the young South 
Australian would have made his place 
secure as a batsman by then. Blewett 
has already revealed a capacity to 
relax without losing his 
single-minded determination to 
succeed. Ironically, while the selectors 
made an inspired choice taking 
Blewett from relative anonymity as an 
opener for South Australia and 
turning him into a number six for his 
country, the credit must be somewhat 
tampered. 

By public admission, they were 
desperate for an all-rounder to bolster 
their thin bowling attack. What they 
have now is a kid with two centuries 
but not a single wicket. Critics are 
saying that it's a bit like drilling for 
water and finding oil. You end up 
richer but still thirsty. But that's not 
Blewett's problem, is it? He was given 
a chance, and he's made bloody good. 

63 





OTHER EVENTS 


PREVIEW 


PRIME SPORTS THIS 


MAR. 15: Yonex All 
England badminton, 
London; New Zealand vs 
Sri Lanka first Test, 
Napier; West Indies vs 
Australia 4th one-day 
cricket, St. Vincent; 
Europe soccer 

competitions second leg; 
Pan-Amencan Games 
hockey, Argentina. 

MAR. 16: India Colts vs 
Australia third Test, 

Sydney, Yonex All 

England badminton, 
London, Portuguese 
Open golf, Sintra; 
Pan-American Games 
hockey, Argentina, 
Russian Open Table 
tennis, Moscow. 

MAR. 17: India Colts vs 
Australia third Test, 

Sydney. Yonex All 

England badminton, 
London; Portuguese 
Open golf, Sintra; 
Pan-American Games 
University boat race on the Hanley 


hockey, Argentina, 
Russian Open table 
tennis, Moscow. 

MAR. 18. India Colts vs 
Australia third Test, 
Sydney; Yonex All 
England badminton, 
London; West Indies vs 
Australia 3th one-day 
cricket, Guyana; New 
Zealand vs Sri Lanka 2nd 
Test, Dunedin; 

Portuguese Open golf, 
Sintra; Pan-American 
Games hockey, 

Argentina; Russian Open 
table tennis, Moscow. 
MAR. 19: India Colts vs 
Australia third Test, 
Sydney; New Zealand vs 
Sn Lanka 2nd Test, 
Dunedin, Grand Prix 
cycling of Essex; 
Portuguese Open golf, 
Sintra; Pan-Amencan 
Games hockey, 

Argentina; Russian Open 
table tennis, Moscow. 


; MAR.20: England vs 

, Korea badminton, 
t London; New Zealand vs 
\ Sri Lanka 2nd Test, 

* Dunedin; Pan-American 

f Games hockey, 

) Argentina. 

, MAR.21: New Zealand 

vs Sri Lanka 2nd Test, 

* Dunedin; Pan-American 

^ Games hockey, 

* Argentina; World ice 

hockey champ, 

/ Johannesburg. 

MAR.22: European Cup 
1 basketball (women's 
I semis), Como; New 
^ Zealand vs Sri Lanka 2nd 
Test, Dunedin; 

Pan-American Games 
{ hockey, Argentina, 
World ice hockey champ, 
Johannesburg 

' MAR.23: European Cup 

t basketball (women's 
« final), Como; 

Pan-American Games 
hockey, Argentina, 
World ice hockey champ, 
Johannesburg 
MAR 24: Pan-Amencan 
Games hockey, 

Argentina; World ice 
hockey champ, 

Johannesburg 
MAR.25: World cross 
country, Durham; FA 
Trophy 4th round &• FA 
Vase semis 2nd leg; 
Pan-American Games 
hockey, Argentina, 
World Ice hockey champ, 
Johannesburg. 

MAR.26: New Zealand 
vs Sri Lanka first 
one-dayer. 




Christchurch; 
Pan-American Games 
hockey, Argentina; 
Australian Grand Prix 
motorcycling. Eastern 
Creek; Bra^ian Grand 
Prix motor racing, 
Interlagos; Women's 
University Boat Race, 
Henley; World ice 
hockey champ, 

Johannesburg 
MAR.27: World ice 

hockey champ, 

Johannesburg. 

MAH.28: Vauxhall 

Premier Trophy tennis 
semis, Nottingham; 
Davis Cup: 

Europe-African zone. 
World ice hockey champ, 
Johannesburg 







































FORTNIGHT 

PWy EVENTS ON PRIME SPORTS 

ALL ENGLAND, OPEN CHAMPIONSHIPS; Tune in to 
Prime Sports for the Ail England Tournament, considered the 
''Wimbledon" of badminton and the premier event in the 
World Grand Prix calendar, continues to attract big names 
The championships will take place at the National Indoor 
Arena in Birmingham, a brand new US $ 1 million, 13,000 seat 
arena which was espeaally built for spectators as well as the 
players Last year in the men's singles finals, Heryanio Arbi 
defeated fellow Indonesian Arby Wiranata 15-12,17-14 to 
win the title 
BADMINTON: 

Wednesday 15 Swiss Open badminton at 12 midnight 

Thursday 16 Swiss Open badminton at 4 30 pm 

Friday 17 Swiss Open badminton at 12 30 am 

Saturday 18 Yonex All England badminton (semis) at 2 30 pm 

Sunday 19 Yonex All England badminton (semis) at 1 am & 

final at 2 30 pm 

Monday 20 Yonex All England badminton at 11 30 pm 
SOCCER 

Wednesday 15 Futbol Mundial at 8 am 

Friday 17 Asian Football Show at 3 pm 

Saturday 18 Asian Football Show at 9 30 pm, 2 30 am & 8 am, 

European Soccer Show at 12 30 pm 

Sunday 19 European Soccer Show at 8 am 

Tuesday 21 Futbol Mundial at 6 pm 

Wednesday 22 Futbol Mundial at 12 30 am & noon 

Friday 24 Asian Football Show at 3 30 pm 

Saturday 25 Asian Football Show at 3 pm, European Soccer 

Show at 4 30 pm 

Sunday 26 Saarc Gold Cup at 9 30 pm tr 1 pm, European 
Soccer Show at 1 am & 8 pm 

Monday 27 Saaic Gold Cup at 5 30 am, 4 15 pm fr 6 30 pm 
Tuesday 28 Saarc Gold Cup at 9 30 pm & 11 pm, Futbol 
Mundial at 4 pm 
RACING. 

Wednesday 15 FI World Championships Argentina Grand 
Prix at 9 30 pm 

Sunday 26 Australian Motorcycle Grand Prix at 7 am 
Monday 27 FI Championships Brazilian Grand Prix at 9 30 
pm fr 3 30 pm 

Tuesday 28 FI Championships Brazilian Grand Pnx at 5 30 
am & 12 30 pm, Australian Motorcycle Grand Pnx at 5 30 pm 



Tune in to Prime Sports for the All-England badminton 


WWF 

Fnday 17 Wrestling Spotlight at 2 pm* 

Saturday 18 Wrestling spotlight at 10 30 pm fir 3 30 am 
Mania at I 30 pm 

Sunday 19 Wrestling Mania at midnight fr 9 am 

Fnday 24 Wrestling Spotlight at 2 30 pm 

Saturday 25 Wrestling Spotlight at 4 am and Mania at 5 30 pm 

GOLE 

Wednesday 15 Turespana Masters Open golf at 6 30 pm 
Thursday 16 Turespana Masters Open golf at 10 30 pm 
Monday 30 Nestle Invitational golf (final day) at 6 30 pm 
Tuesday21 Nestle Invitational golf at 2 30am&10am 
Moroccon Open at 6 30 pm 

Wednesday 22 Moroccon Open highlights at 12 30 pm 
Saturday 25 Johnnie Walker Pro-celebrity golf at 8 pm 
Tuesday 28 Johnnie Walker Pro-celebnty golf at 2 30am& 

10 30 am, Portuguese Open at 4 30 pm 
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USTRALIANS must qualify 
as one of the most sports 
' ^ crazy people on this planet. 
That's why we have to 
believe this story of an Aussie 
journalist: "When we Were living in 
Sydney," she wrpteiaan article 
recently, "a friend told me that one 
night while she and her husband were 
making love, she suddenly noticed 
something sticking in his ear. When 
she asked him what it was he replied, 
"Be quiet'. I'm listening to the 
cricket." 

Wnen the cricket bribery and 
betting scandal broke you would have 
thought Australia would react to it 
just like so called first world countries 
react to the follies of the third world, 
by passing it off as just another 
example of a society riddled with 
poverty and corruption. 

No, out here they wanted to know 
the background of the scandal, and 
there was genuine concern about why 
it happened in the first place. 
Everywhere you went you were 
asked questions on the role the 
sub-continent played in the scandals. 

The next morning when the sports 
editor ol the Melbourne Age 


contacted yours truly to write a piece 
on the betting in cricket, I put forward 
the conversations of the previous 
evening. 'Yeah, that's the angle we 
want from you ?' It was an easy 
assignment. No fancy prose, merely a 
list of rumours, gossip and what 1 had 
heard on the grapevine about 
corruption in sub-continental sport. 
And after more than a decade in the 
profession it wasn't very tough to 
meet the sports editor's word limit by 
merely scratching the surface. They 
were so pleased with it that, much to 
my surprise they used the piece as a 
lead in their weekend special sports 
seaion. 

The next day, there was a deluge of 
phone calls from Aussie cricket 
journalists I had come to know over 
the years. "Hey, saw your piece, do 
you have any other 'k/iabar7" They 
used the word khabar, because I had 
penned it in my article to explain 
"connections and tips" in betting in 
Indian sport. A Sydney newspaper 
even wanted to re-run the same 
article with my permission. The 
money—I told you we were corrupt 
—was always welcome, so the 
permission was obviously granted for 


the piece to be used again. More then 
one Indian journalist touring with the 
Indian team during the Centenary 
tournament in New Zealand was 
interviewed on the subject and their 
comments splashed across leading 
Australian newspapers. 

Which made one thing that these 
folks out here were going crazy just by 
knowing what every Indiai^sports fan 
worth his salt in the stadium, knows. 
To preserve the dignity of your 
motherland you had not revealed or 
exposed the more damning evidences 
of corruption. How could you? 

One Aussie journalist asked 
whether 1 knew anything about one 
current Indian Test player being 
involved in offering Dean Jones 
money to be an inside informer 
during Australia's tour of Sri Lanka? I 
countered, "Andiiow do you know 
that all your cricketers who are 
making these allegations are clean 
themselves. What proof do you 
people have that none of your chaps 
were tempted into taking the bribes?" 

He conceded that I had a point but 
said he had very good sources for his 
information and was just 
crosschecking before he ran the story, 
suspecting that his source was known 
to be a loudmouth. A few days after 
this, one television station repeatedly 
advertised that its news programme 
that same evening had the "most 
sensational revelations yet" of the 
bribe scandal made by an Australian 
cricketer. And what could that be? All 
the allegations that were to be made 
had been made and were being 
investigated into by the ICC and the 
Pakistani Board. 

The news bulletin that evening 
didn't carry a single word on the 
cricket scandal. Obviously my 
journalist friends' source was the 
same as the television networks. 

Either the source got cold feet or they 
found out he was a loudmouth. 

Gossip afterall, is eas^ to spread but 
hard to prove. Which reminds me of a 
saying my mother always repeated to 
us as children. "Believe half of what 
you see, and NOTHING of what you 
hearr 

Andy O'Bnen, Perth 
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Contrary to popular conception^ 
good fielding not only needs good practice^ 


It also needs a good field* 

Just think about it. How often do our players throw caution to the wind. And 
themselves, on the ground ? To be fair, however, the fault does not lie with them. 

It lies with our ground conditions. 

And it’s not limited to cricket but extends to other playing Helds as well. 

They’re devoid of grass, they’re hard and, what’s more, they’re hard on the players. 

Therefore, we present our range of sprinkler systems. vSuch as large area sprinklers, 
that have satisfied many well known cricket fields including the much talked about 
Mohali Cricket Stadium. Other systems like pop-ups, automatic and semi-automatic 
have also been used on prestigious sports fields like Nehru Football Stadium-Madras, 
Royal Calcutta Golf Course, Bangalore Racecourse and National Stadium-Delhi. 

All of which were made-to-order and backed by our thirty years expierience 
in the field. 

So to know more about what we can do for you, simply call. 

And then, let the players have, well, a field day. 



For further details call 

PREMIER IRRIGATION EQUIPMENT LIMITED 
17/1C, Allpore Road, Calcutta- 700027 
Tel Calcutta-479515S/7455/9530 • 

New Oelhi-6852058 • Bangalore-601670 • Pune- 647156 
• Bhopal-557058 • Hyderabad-84477S. 


^ PREmiER IRRICHTIOn 


EQUIPMENT LTD 
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DESERT WARSI 

Indian cricketers need more 
than just talent to survive the 
pressures of Sharjah; they need 
nerves of steel 
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WAITING FORA CHANGE 

As an intelligent young spinner. 
Anil Kumble realises that the 
process of learning never stops 

ALL SET TO GO! 

Shiny Wilson is ready to sign off 
at the SAP Games at Madras 
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BYHARSHABHOGLE 


PHL sands of the desert have a story to 
tell 


T s the talc of two nations 
bonded by a violent but common 
past and separated by a violent 
and contemporary pi (sent Two 
nations that play crickti so similarly 
that you cannot olten tell one Irorn 
the other They come the re hoping to 
grind the other and yt t the sands of 
the (ieserl tell a story not of intense 
competition but of blatant 
domination 

And as Sharjah gets us stage ready 
for another play of passion for 
another India Pakistan drama as 



Jawagal Srinath needs to maintain his fonn not 
|ust as a bowlor but also as a batsman 


locals m each country and expatriates 
in the common one prepare to duel in 
office and markets and cocktail 
parties the answer millions would 
crave for will have to wait till the 
fourteenth of April 
And yet the answer may well lie in 
the inscription on the heart rather 
than the power of a bat For it is the 
si/e of the heart and the strength of 
the nerves that determines who wins 
in the desert not the fluency of timing 
i^rthearc of a ball 
And India know that better than 


DESERT 

WARS! 

To win the tournament in Sharjah, India need more 
than just talent; they need nerves of steel 


anyone else For years they have 
ventured forth with sides that have 
been full of talent and fairly brimming 
with skill They have contained 
brilliant batsmen who on another 
day and on anothcr ground might 
have won matches on their own They 
have worn their ability on their 
sleeves and have dazzled in the 
afternoon sun 


And yet they have returned with so 
little to show Again and again They 
have charged to the precipice and seen 
their spirits give way They have 
taxied on the runway but haven t 
taken off 

And a stage has come in Sharjah 
where their fans have despaired 
Fewer come now to raise their 
nation s banner for they realise that 
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what is written on ft is what was 
written on it last year and the year 
before that. They raise their voices but 
stop short of a full throated cheer. It is 
almost as if they believe that the echo 
oi their shouts will return to haunt 
them Indeed, to mock them. 

And It IS in such a scenario that 
another Indian side flies the familiar 
route to the Gulf. Laden with talent 
and experience and seeming to 
possess what it takes to win a 
tournament of this nature. It may not 
quite have the bowling power to 
counter the slaughterhouse that the 
wicket at Sharjah is. It may not quite 
have the fielding skills to catalyse the 
victory dnve. But it has the batsmen 
who on a wicket like that can make 
just about any target seem twenty 
runs too short. But that is a familiar 
backdrop A backdrop against which 
highly skilled lead actors haye faltered. 

And yet, it's a backdrop that might 
lust prove to be exciting this year. For 


The enthusiaun of Indian aupportaii at 
Sharjah has given way to despair 




it needs to be judged against some 
others. Most notably that of Pakistan 
that is biting the bullet of self 
destruction with a strange zeal. For 
years at Sharjah, Pakistan have pulled 
the chestnuts out of the fire with the 
kind of routine that suggests they had 
merely placed them there to roast. 
Javed Miandad in 1986 and Manzoor 
Elahi in 1987 showed that. As did the 
tremendous run chase in 1989, the 
Waqar Younis explosion in 1990 and 
the spirited rearguard action of 1991. 

And that really, has been the key to 
Pakistan's performance in the years 
gone by. An almost fanatic belief in 
the faa that they cannot lose to India 
in Shaijah. The confidence that lies 


Today, if Tandulkar firat. India firaa. But this 
ovar-ralianca on Tandulkar must ba curbed 

beneath that belief causes them to 
play far above par. The size of their 
heart allows them to ride the amazing 
pressure that they too are subjeaed to 

And so, why should this year be 
different? It's a strange one because 
Pakistan's threat comes not from 
across the checkposts but from within 
themselves. They have discovered 
inside them their strongest 
opposition. It seems at last that they 
have found worthy rivals within their 
land. Indeed, in the same dressing 
room. 

And that is where India's chance 
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pakistam 
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Aamir Sohail daft) and Saaad Aawar hava tha 
polaarial to provida thalr sida wHh a bliatariiia 
atari 


ASMOKE CHAKRABORTY 


will lie. In the sudden abdication ol 
Basit Ali and Rashid Latif. In the open 
confrontation between Aam i r Sohail 
and Ijaz Ahmed. In the sordid 
international drama surrounding the 
exit of Salim Malik and Intikhab 
Alam. In the sudden scrutiny under 
which the cricketing world's favourite 
bad boys will be placed. In the fact that 
yesterday's idols are fallen men today. 

And in the fact that a side whose 
fabric has been tom apart by the 
weavers themselves cannot put up a 
strong and united front on a cricket 
ground. The man they revered and 
around whom they rallied around so 
often has asked that his former 
teammates be hanged. Even if that is a 
figure of speech rather than a barbaric 
sentence, it is bound to arouse 


PraUiakar naadt ta lakiadla Ilia paaaiaa 


■M 





negative passions. 

And so, an Indian side that, 
admittedly, has a whiff of dissent will 
be up against a collection of men 
rather than a combined task force. A 
lot will depend on the kind of people 
that the Pakistan seleaion committee 
finally picks but it can be said safely 
that whatever their squad, Pakistan 
will start underdogs at Shaijah; on 
paper and far more important, in the 
mind. 

And what about India? The 
Centenary Tournament in New 
Zealand tluew up some extremely 
disturbing questions. It suggested that 
India's fielding, always poor, is getting 
to be embarrassing; something that 
can be fatal in a fifty over tun>bath 
where the fielders are the bowlers' 
only friends. It showed that Manoj 
Prabhakar is just starting to lose the 
edge to his bowling and that can be 
disastrous for India's best one day 
bowler. It showed that Azharuddii;^ 
desperately needs to provide the ' 
balance to Tendulkar's aggression at 


the top. Today, if Tendulkar fires, 
India fires. Azharuddin has to change 
that over reiiance on the start. This 
cduld be the ideal place to do that for 
his record in recent times in Shaijah 
isn't as good as itjis elsewhere. 

And India's lower half, once such a 
dependable source of runs, is looking 
distinctly fragile. The key to that is 
Nayan Mongia who might want to 
study the outstanding role that Ian 
Healy has played with the bat for 
Australia. Mongia has pedigree in 
batting. If he can couple that with a 
little more awareness of what he can 
do, he can be a valuable link between 
the top and bottom order. In a batting 
tournament like Shaijah, that is vital. 

And yet, India have what it takes to 
beat the best organised one day team 
in the world, Australia, not once, not 
twice but thrice on the trot. That is just 
a little reminder, and think about it 
when you despair for our cricket, of 
what this team is capable of. Away 
from home, they may not produce 


Waqar Yaaais llaftl aad Waain Akraia 
aow have a tmMMlom rMponsibilily OB 
their ahoaidan 


wins too often, but when they do, 
they do it in style. 

And.oops what about Sri Lanka? 

Don't be surprised if the character 
actor steals the scenes from the lead 
pair. All their newcomers, in the last 
twelve months have shaped up well. 
They are starting to bat a lot deeper 
and have a settled seam attack. India 
only have a 5*4 record against them in 
recent times and that is a fair indicator 
that on a significant number of days, 
they will fancy their chances. 

And so, this is not going to be just 
another Shaijah tournament. 

Pakistan have ensured that even 
though it will still be the size of the 
heart and the strength of the nerves 
that will determine the winner. 

And maybe this long running soap 
opera in the desert is heading for a 
little twist. 9 
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engliMerluM Mcuicd Um c place in 
the Public ReladdiM depaitmem of 
Titan hidustriea for thelatt tm» yean, 
crldeet cmtlnues to lanaln his 
consuming pataion. He readily 
admiti, *'Csiclmt today Idubewme 
more of a Job because, these days the 
game is played nearly iiound>the>year 
and one has to perform well at every 
kvd to secure his place in the side. ” 

Kumble's numerous 
matdi-winniiig eflom have never 
been treated with the same reverence 
bestowed on Shane Wame. In fact, in 
a comment that was to match Tony 
Grig's'weH make them grovel'four 
pas, England coach Keith Fletcher was 
totally dismissive of the danger 
Kumble's bowling posed for an 
(qrposltlon. Fletcher had in f aa, visited 
South Africa Just prior to England's 
1992*93 toiirof India to diedc 
Kumble out and returned with the 
infamous assessment: "I didn't see 
him turn a single ball from leg to off. I 
don't believe we will have mudi 
problem with him." 

But once the Englishmen set loot 
on Indian soil they realised that Anil 
Kumble was a thorn in their path that 
was hard to remove. Robin Smith 
who was often on the receiving end 
said, "He's got wtmderful accuracy 
and rarely strays down leg, plus with 
his height and pace he gets the ball to 
bounce quite a deal occasionally so 
he's a lot more dangerous than he 
looks. 1 know there are people who 
question how quickly he's gone up 
the ratings but 1 think he is a very 
talented bowler—and he certainly put 
a hold on my career " 

But many of the England players 
remained unconvinced, as was 
captain Hansie Crorye .South Africa's 
best player of ^in, despite Kumble's 
analysis of 18 wickets at 25.9 during 
India's four>Test tour in 1992-93. "I 
played him as an in-swinging slow 
seam bowler who occasionally gets 
one to Jump a little," CrcMiJe 
remarked. "He doesn't really get a 
leg-spinner going, he's more Of a 
flipper bowler, unorthodox—and he 
bowk six out erf SIX like that, Shane 
bowk a genuine leg-spirmer and can 
vary that with a flipper that goes a bit 


quicker," was how Croirfe sumaied 
up the two leg-s|dnnets. 

After the South Africans it was 
Australia's turn to get mesmerised by 
the magic that Kunrfde weaved. The 
Australians got their first view of 
Kumble during the Sharjah 
tournament whidt followed the 
South Africa tenir. Kumble bowled 
tidily, butunqiectaculailytotakeS 
for sOcmtheooncreto—hardwldcet, 
and had Steve Waugh observing: "He 
doesn't qrfn the ball as much as 
Wamie (Warne), He relies more cm 
ffi^t and iriayers rafrludge the 
length." 

Though the vast msi|c»ity erf his 
wldcets have been c^Mured cm the 


qrftaner-frieiMflyjpItches of lodbiand^ 
Sri larikA Irfs peifoRiiaaw Jtt 
A&ka showed that irpcoidd be 
effeedve Oft hard pitefacs too. Id 
of havirig a rnedium pacer's rim,, llff 
accuracy k his greatest ally. "That in 
my natural bowUngactfonandlcan't 
change it to one nice a tracUtlonal 
leggle,"hesays, displayinga 
ter^rament similar toifratirfa 
mechanical off-spinner than the 
tracUtiainal fiery attftude dkirfayedby 
leg-spinners. 

The Bangalore-bom qdnner has 
now swapped his gfoasesfOr contact 
lenses, whidi makes him look less fit < 
the studtous engineer. TlUs laobabty 
will be theonly change in Kumble's 







p«bidl^li«frtp Jimjp WUi ^ change. 
Ittitoaefc ifeteahalght cqmnwhda . 


and iiett a heidihi^i^n^ ii6 ^ 
tliQUMnd« 9 fhbyptuigfuiA. Ina 


dielhdiahMndiiii;^ .. 

cdhidiah cildc^ I|9 th^ 
.ittikebdfilertaidi«;team«adi^ ; 
,tbeheMthaitti»itttoe^ 

^'Evie^ t^ihehatt fs'^yw^. 


;'tMiiid» yeiifliiveinltye'^ th'itie- ./;• 
'{wrfdniiii^]^ . 

ivhm «gk> ciinn^e^ as a atiite 
.boyt4er jiaia 

coofldi^** gphied Koiatda. 

.. ito^rad (^1^ di 

;!t^Jei»aftiig#>»i^1^'<^ to'i^'and'd 


i) isayipiatt iniNMaa 


hdt he bellevib dwhehas dw. 
;p6tehh<8 eyen^fanher 



; .hehNslmKamiaudkaboat.^^ 
oittuft of itiiawshent <rf the 
air. Its aenxhrhsnife cont^ 
thcodesftarenii^them. Battoptft. 
themJninintactloe tetiube gMol 
thtatetg. Ttil how 1 haven't had mud 
S tiinie,l^iAnearhituireliwi]ltryto 
apply my theoretical fcnoiiiied^ to tb 
art of leg ^ttat^ get hetter.muhs,’' 

. pmddsidiauoij|lh. ':.' 

Nowpadipady fiD^hg torwa^ 
the 23idpf Agiiil when he'iiu|^'.to 
, delmtfirtdwfin^isheotiihty. 

. Northamptond^wldihht^heiia 
sign^ a htifty eohitt^ 
i' ;a oarand aiKtumiiitodadoti to jre|iiibe 
';'Ctii|hey4mbtoseihl$s)iinn»rr^ .' 

■ don't tblnhlwltt be eiqpe^att^ • 
.mtHhtetBiigUah soli either, but f WH 
r get go^ many overs to bowd at»l that 
^ tdoto imoie of the best batrtnto ht tfK 
v^orfai, dtus heepmys^ fit dtuing tht 
oh'Seamh,:" sahl Xnmble and addaid, 
'1'can even concentrate on my battini 
/.and I wahtto c^taUse on eviery 
tB^wnunlty/' 

- QiiidngtheWertlndiesseitdlast 
; .vrtnttrhrewmeWltnessmhh ' 
new-found ambition wldch extended 
^yond taking widcew~-be is seeking 
' ihtmnins hum b^ bat, Ih first daiss 

- gamiH.Kundfie has thTM centuries to 
his name, but for Imfia, .batting low 
down the order, ofvortunlties to < 
ahow his skills are scarce. Knmbte saU 
Of his new attitu(k> .''When I go out .to 
bat.lrtmhdermy^jsahatsman 
withabifitycocomilbutethebestfor; 
' myiteam." 

. ' With the Asia Cup just round the . 

' eOmer kumbla has glifeady realised, th 
:. i«^nsibUb^. that he has to shouldai 
■godydso tfm diallinige to bowl Inm 

- .tlMin hp't'dtm^ih the last season; His 
: ;■■ dj^rtnhuUon.Gsnte to the forefront 

' he qolpped, 'Tve always put in 

^ best jh deidlhg with a <haU^^ 

: .,ai^||iave'tbtafcoitiminnnm 
.'gwne;." .- 

{’■■■'< i^IyA^XHniMeh^ 

C hdt^thai lie 

'‘'wfimateheiielkdhisyef 

,y' ,|3 



In the 1987 Rodinuau Cu^ En^aml Fnkl(t8|k«AAlbi&1*M 
(4.^7) finished on top loBdwed by Mclsten <4i30) ).^ v: 

* in the 1990 SlUHjib Ciiph boOi Mdtttti end fill 

A,unke(3.«5).' ."' •„ 


'ti|Bh|MMlb48fc3i9i/4:fM^Zedi«!^vsBii^^ 
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INDIA VS PAKISTAN AT SHARJAH 



Total mitchM playwt: IS—India won: ^—PaUitwi woiK 12 

Success at Sharjah; 

PaMataiK Bight times champions and five times ninnets up 
tndia: Thice times champions and foot times ninners-up 

HI6HUGHTS 
Highest Innings: 

For Pakistan: 274/4 (44.4)—Champions Trophy, 15.10.1989 
For India: 273/4 (46>—Champions Trophy, 15.10.1989 

Best bowling performance: 

For Pakistan: 7/37-^lbJaved, Wills Ttophy Final 25.10.1991 
For India; 4/2V-ManoJPrabhakar, Wills Trophy IS.10.1991 

Best batting performance: 

For Pakistan: Javed Miandad—116W, Au$tral>A$ia Cup final 18.4.1986 
For India: Navjot Sidhu—108, Champions Tnq>hy, 15.10.1989 

Centuries:* 

For Pakistair—Uiree; For India—one 

Five or more wickets: 

For Pakistan: 7/37—Aaqib Javed, Wills Trophy, 25.10.1991 
6/14—bnian Khan, Rothmans Cup^ 22.3.1985 
ForIndla-MU 

Hattrioic 

For Pakistan: Aa«|ib Javed—7/37. VWlls Ttoidiy final 25.10.1991 
Forlndia-Ml 


Biggest victory; 

For Pakistan: By 72 runs. Wins Ttophy final 25.10.1991 by eight wldcett; 

Rothmans Cup, 10.4.19S7 

For India: By 60 runs; Wins Tophy, IS.10.1991 

NarrovMStwin: 

ForMBw : By one widcet.Austrd>Asia Cup final 1S.4.19S6 
Forw HBy 38 runs. Rothmans Cup, 22.3.1985 . * 
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ASIA CUP CRICKET: AT A GLANCE 
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STATISTICS 



Kapil D«¥ and SrikkAiitli atapaity Whilatliafaniiar Mian eaptaiaclainiadiaurUiifcaa scalps for 31 inthaim AslaCiipattliaEdan 

Qaidaiis.Srikkantli seared 112 nmsagaiastthe West Indies India 1338Champioas Cup at Sliarjali 


Centuries 

124^ ];]az Ahmed (Pakistan) vs Bangladesh, Cbattagram, on 29 10 1988 
105 Moinul Atiq (Pakistan) vs Bangladesh, Chattagram, on 29 10 1988 
104dr NavJotSidhu (India) vs Bangladesh, Chandigarh, on 25 12 1990 

. Best Bowling performance: 

4 for 19 WasmiAkram—Pakistan vs Bangladesh, Moratuwa, 31 3 1986 

HaHrick 

Kapil Dev (India)—4/31 vs Sri Lanka, at Eden Gardens in the Asia Cup final on 4 1 1991 by claiming the wickets of Jayasynya, Rat* 
nayake and Labrooy 

4 Wickets in a match. 

4 for 19 Wasim Akram—Pakistan vs Bangladesh, Moratuwa, 313 1986 
4 for 23 Ravi Ratnayake—Sn Lanka vs Bangladesh, Dhaka, 2 11 88 
4 for 31 Kapil Dev—India vs Sri Lanka, Eden Gardens, 4 1 1991 
4 for 46 K N Amalean—Sn Lanka vs Pakistan, Colombo, 6 4 1986 
4for 49 Kapila Wijegunawardhane—Sn Lanka vs India, Dhaka, 29 10 1988 


COMPILED BY HARIPRASAD CHA7T0PA0HYAY 
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PERSPECT IVE 





Recent times have seen the rebirth of spin bowling with 
countries like the West Indies and Australia depending a lot on their 
spinners. And if performances are any yardstick to go by, then it looks 
like spin bowling is here to stay from andy O'brien, perth 



An American on holiday in London, a 
man of wide sporting interests, came 
across something on television that 
baffled him. Seeking a news update, 
his attention was taptured by what he 
considered to be the t urious inability 
of England's cricketers in Australia to 
smite apparently innocuous bowling 
into the adjoining ball park. 

''What's the matter with those 
guys?" he asked an English journalist 
friend on the telephone, "A kid could 
murder that stuff." 

The proposition that a spinner like 
Shane Warne is capable of 
embarrassing even the best batsman, 
and was virtually unplayable in 
conditions favourable to spin bowling 
was met with disbelief, "f don't get it ," 
the Yank said, "I thought the idea was 
to throw fast. 

"Bowl," his journalist friend 
corrected him. "Throwing isn 7 
allowed." "O.K. you bowl it. But 
surely, unless the guy with the bat is 
an absolute dummy, the slow ball is 
easier to hit," the visitor insisted. "Not 
if the slow bowler is an artist. 
Especially if he is a leg spinner." "A leg 
what?" The American enquired. 

"Forget it." 

; ' HERE was a time in 

contemporary cricket when 
many had forgotten the very 
existence of spin bowling, 
especially of the leg spin variety. Yet. 
there was a time when Sir Donald 
Bradman said the greatest challenges 
of his remarkable career was facing 
the wiles of Bill "Tiger" O'Reilly, the 
legei dary Aussie spinner who 
according to the Great One was the 
20 


finest bowler he faced. 

Yet, in the decade when the West 
Indies totally dominated the game 
with their assembly line of fast 
bowlers, most followed suit to imitate 
their success and spin bowlers were a 
dying tJreed. 

Since then the Berlin Wall has come 
down. Communism has collapsed and 
Apartheid has been dismantled. At 
the same time there were hints that 
another ideology, this one pertaining 
to modern cricket, was about to 
undergo a drastic change. 

The rise of Shane Warne as the most 


exciting young bowler in world 
cricket and the emergence of 
Pakistan's Mushtaq Ahmed and 
India's Anil Kumble and even 
England's spin artist Ian Salisbury 
have convinced many that 
leg-spinners are back ii^fashion. 

Even in the West Indies we see 
winds of change. "The selection of 
Rajendra Dhanraj in the West Indies 
team," says well known West Indian 
commentator Tony Cozier, "and the 
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remarkable success of spin bowlers in 
the annual youth tournaments 
suggest that the dominance of fast 
bowling, the basis of West Indies 
cricketing philosophy even before 
Lenin and Verwood imposed theirs, is 
on the wane". 

To say it's difficult for a spinner to 
get into the West Indies team is an 
understatement. Yet Dhanraj ended 
up in the team by virtue of being the 
highest wicket-taker (30) in last year's 
Red Stripe Cup. Had he been 
disregarded after that, he might as 
well have hung up his boots and 
concentrated on his Port* of-Spain job 
in the accounting department of 
Angostura, one of the world's largest 
rum distillers. But if Dhanraj's success 
in international cricket has till now 
been limited, the prospects of spin 
bowling in the West Indies seem to be 
bright. In the 1994 annual 
tournament—that fiercely 
competitive affair that has thrown up 
most of the West Indies' current 
stars—the stars of the show were 
spinners, of whom eight filled the top 
10 placings in the bowling averages. 
Three leg-break and googly specialists 
were the leading wicket - takers. 
Mahendra Nagamootoo of Guyana 
took 33 in five matches, Dinanath 
Ramnarine of Trinidad-Tobago 
32 and Rawl Lewis 29. Lewis took nine 
wickets in the match against the 
touring Englishmen last season and 
Ramnarine has first class experience 
too. Nagamootoo has a cricketing 
background, being a cousin of Rohan 
Kanhai and Alvin Kallicharran. The 
three youngsters are all of Indian 
descent, maintaining a long ethnic 
bowling tradition which include 
Sonny Ramadhin, Raphick 
Jumadeen, Rangy Nanan, Chamen 
Singh, Imtiaz, Alis and Inshan. 



Anil Kumbln: SpnarlmadiiHl tba Indian tain 
challtnoa wHb sappart frani Rain and Cnauhan 




of course, there are some critics 
who believe that the success of these 
young spinners was not so much due 
to their superior talents, but rather 
because of the general inability of 
West Indies to cope with flight and 
turn 

The same excuse of course could 
also be used to explain the successes ol 
Warne Kumble and Mushtaq But 
that would all be too simple It would 
be more apt to say that everything in 
cricket goes round in circles The pace 
bowlers have dominated cricket for 
some time now, as a result of which 
batsmen have become more familiar 
with pace bowling Not being exposed 
all that much to spin 
bowling—especially leg spin—most 
modern batsmen feU easy prey to any 
spin bowler who practised his art of 
guile 

Today we are witnessing m 
international cricket the return of the 
spinners At 25 Warne s career might 
just be unfolding but he has become 
world cricket's most talked about 
player The spin sensation created by 
Warne has ensured spinners are now 
being encouraged Australia-wide For 
thousands of cricket fans in and 
outside Australia the spin revolution 
headed by Warne is proving an 
irresistible lure Just as the likelihood 
of seeing Donald Bradman bat would 
invariably double Sheffield Shield and 
Test crowds in the 1930 s Warne s 
skill and variations have made him 
together with Brian Lara the modern 
game's No 1 draw card His feats and 
star qualities continue to give fresh 
standing to spin bowlers around the 
world 

The game has witnessed a dramcitic 
change in the past few years Out of 
nrculation are the boring defensive 
medium pacers and in their place 
come the game s most difficult, 
demanding and potentially attacking 
style of howling 

Anil Kumble heads Indian cricket s 
renaissance and together with Warne 
IS one of the most dangerous bowlers 
in cricket today Together with Rajesh 

Ian Salisbury though modiocra. England doss 
dapand on his spin bowling 
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Chauhan and Venkatpathy Raju he 
formed the latest Indian spin trio 
which claimed 46 of the 58 wickets to 
fall to the bowlers as England was 
humbled 3-0 in India in 1993 Even 
England have at times depended on 
the relatively mediocre Ian Salisbury 
and Phil Tufnell to spin them to 
victory 

New Zealand often uses Shane 
Thompson and the West Indies rely on 
Shivnarine Chandrapaul and Carl 
Hooper to lend variety to their pace 
attack 

In the fourth Test of the recently 
concluded Ashes scries Australia 
played Peter McIntyre in place of the 
injured olf spinner Tim May now a 
regular in the Australian Test attack 

It was the first time in 152 Tests and 
more than 15 years that Australia had 
gone into a Test with two specialist 
leggies And it was the first time in 24 
years that Australia had played a Test 
match at home with two leggies The 
I last time two leg spinners played 
together for Austialia was in the sixth 
Test against India at the Wankhede 
Stadium in 1979 when Jim Higgs took 
2-116 and Peter Sleep 0-79 in India s 
only innings when India won the Test 
by an innings and 100 runs 

With McIntyre s inclusion the 
reality of two leggies tweaking away at 
the West Indies shot makers seemed 
to be coming true But the Australian 
selectors have since opted back to Tim 
May to partner Warne in ihtir spin 
attack against the 

Windies Significantly, the last time an 
Australian team won in the Caribbean 
was 22 years ago and then there were 
three wrist spinners in the 15*^ man 
squad 

Gradually once again spinners are 
being seen as winners in cricket 1 hey 
had of late played morebfia role in one 
day games, being used in mid-innings 
in tandem with a seam bowler A duel 
between a top class spinner and a 
batsman keen to use his feet and meet 
the ball on the half volley is one of the 
most fascinating scenes in the game 
The wnst spinner tends to be a more 
attacking bowler whereas finger 
spinners are often more accurate but 
as potent Even though spinners often 


need more deliveries to take wickets 
they can confuse and embarrass 
batsmen, when only moments earlier 
he may have seemed completely at 
ease against a fast bowler 

" Whaf's happened there^" The 
Yank tourist asked "He's out, 
stumped, the Englishman replied 
"From what I saw all the batsmen look 
stumped " 

"Warne has the look of a quarter 
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A change in the Watt Indian Cnckat policy taw 
Raiandra Dhanrai. a tpinnar, gat into tho squad 

back," the American declared "Big 
kid you'd think he'd want to throw it, 
I mean bowl It fast" he said "Ineedto 
see more of this guy When are they 
putting him on again?" 

"Tonight," the Englishman replied 
"and watch for his flipper " 

"His what'>" The American 
enquired 

"Forget It, " The Englishman said # 
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SIMPLY 
THE BEST! 


Elusive Pimpernel proved to be just that when he won the most 
prestigious horse race in India, the Classic Indian Turf Invitation Cup 
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Elutiva Pimparnel. Aslam Kader astri da 
(laadingk won tha Classic Invitation Cup in 
stylo thus bocomlng the bast raco borso in India 


off the track, and at the end of it 
everything seemed to have taken on a 
golden hue with a red l>elted lining. 


BY CYRUS MADAN 

T he Classic weekend of Indian 
racing returned to the City Of 
Joy after that traditional lapse 
of five years and it certainly 
took Calcutta's breath away. Two 
aaion packed days of racing 


That the 1995 Classic weekend was 
going to be special and something 
quite out of the ordinary became 
apparent well in advance, when for 
the first time in the history of Indian 
racing the horses participating in the 
Invitational races at Calcutta were 
airlifted from Bombay. As a result 
instead of spending the usual four 
days on a hot and dusty road the 
journey had been cut down to less 
than twelve hours from the time the 
horses left the stables in Bombay until 
they arrived in Calcutta. 


Then came the news that 
Doordarshan would be covering the 
Classic weekend live on National 
network, thus making it the first 
Classic Invitation weekend that 
would go onto television on the 
National hookup. Adding their bit to 
make it an affair to remember was All 
India Radio who also stepped into the 
fray and their broadcast was heard by 
millions across the country. A giant 
step forward for the 'Sport Of Kings' in 
India which is finally being accorded 
the sort of coverage that it required to 
really come into the limelight. 

Traditionally there are three 
Grade-I races that are run over the 
Classic weekend which has all the 
atmosphere of a carnival. On the first 
day are the Sprinters' Classic and The 
Stayers' Classic, the former a test of 
blinding speed while the latter is a 
gruelling test of stamina. And then on 
the second day.it's the ultimate race of 
the year which crowns the new 
champion thoroughbred in the 
country and is run over the traditional 
Derby distance of a mile and a half or 
2,400 metres. 

These three races together are 
considered to be the three most 
important races in the Indian Racing 
Calendar and for an owner to win any 
one of them is an achievement in 
itself. Well, in Calcutta on that first 
weekend of March we saw history 
being rewritten in the form of a record 
which will have few parallels 
anywhere in the world. The Gold 
With The Red Belt colours of the 
Calcutta- based Khaitan family 
completed a clean sweep by winning 
all the three Graded races in the 
course of those two days. 

Exclusive Virtue set the gold and 
red belt silks on the victory trail by 
smashing the opposition in the 
Sprinters' Classic. He gave the best 
speedsters in India a lesson in the art of 
sprinting, a lesson that a man like 
Jessie Owens gave his adversaries in 
the sphere of athletics. In the end. 
Exclusive Virtue finding that he had 
no opposition against which to 
compete decided to take on the clock 
and he broke the 1985 course iccord 
of Bergamo by 0.2 sec. It was indeed 
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Khaitan's pridt, others onvyl Elusive 
Pimpernel being led off after his astounding win 

an exceptional performance by a 
racehorse who was unlucky to have 
been denied last year in Bombay 
where hejust knuckled under 
because there is no denying the fact 
that Exclusive Virtue is one of the all 
time greats when it comes to sprinting 
in India 

Astronomic kept the gold and red 
belt colours flying when he won the 
Stayers Classic but only just about 
managed and that was thanks to some 
exceptional riding on the part of 
Aslim Kader who was in devastating 
form He conjured up a wonderful run 
from the 6-year old to just get the 

26 


better of Crack Regiment on whom Pesi 
Shroff had almost stolen the day 
And then the following day Elusive 
Pimpernel sporting the same colours 
and being ridden by Aslam Kader did 
what the whole country knew he 
would do in the Classic Indian Turt 
Invitation Cup Win it as he liked He 
was one horse who showed that there 
were still a few certainties left in 
racing and he won the Classic of all 
classics with such contemptuous ease 
that one had to sec it to believe it The 
Pimpernel had thus extended his 
winning sequence to nine wins from 
IS many starts and in earnings he had 
grossed well over 4 6 million rupees 
For the Khaitan family that victory 
meant a great deal more than Just a 


triumph in the Classic Invitation It 
meant that they had seen their colours 
carried to victory in the three most 
prestigious races of the country and 
that too by their very own retained 
jockey Aslam Kader who had set a 
record by achieving the same feat that 
the colours accomplished 
And as Elusive Pimpernel was led 
out onto the racetrack after the race to 
acknowledge the accolades of the 
mammoth crowd, a group of 
performers struck up that famous Tina 
Turner song Simply The Best to hail 
Elusive Pimpernel the new Champion 
of all Champions in the land The 
Classic weekend was over but it was 
certainly the best show that Indian 
racing had witnessed in a long while # 
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LEFT OR 
RIGHT, 
WHICH 
IS BEST? 

To be a successful sportsman^ is it 
better to be right-handed or 
left-handed? An analysis of how 
being a southpaw or being a 
right hander can have a decisive 
effect on performance 



A GOOD deal of research is being 

done into what particular forms of 
sidedness favour or impede sports 
performance. And this includes 
not only the preferred hand for play but also 
feed', eyes\and ears. 

Take left-handedness. One sport in which 
this factor alone lends an advantage is boxing. 
Left-handers seem to have a clear edge over 
right-handers. The advantage probably copies 
from left-handers using an unfamiliar stance 
that results in punches that come from 
directions and angles different from those 
used by a right-handed boxer. 

Because nine out of ten of a boxer's 
opponents will be right-handed, the boxer's 
reflexes and automatic defensive responses 
will be tuned to the typical style of the 
right-hander and will be less efficient against a 
left-hander. Even left-handed boxers are just 
as uncomfortable when faced with a lefty; 
they have also become accustomed to fighting 
right-handers. 

Another sport that has some elements 
similar to boxing and shows a distinct 
left-handed advantage is fencing. Indeed, the 
top eight places in the MexicanGames of 1968 
for fencing were all won by left-handers. And 
the same was true of the Moscow Olympics of 
1980. 

On the other hand, lefties are heir to serious 
disadvantages in a few leisure sports. To be a 
successful hunter one must be right-handed. 
Rifles are clearly instruments designed for the 
right-hander. Bolt action rifles have the 
operating lever on the right side. And 
inserting cartridges proves quite cumbersome 
for the left-handed. 

Fishing rods are also right-handed. 
Specifically, the winding lever used to take in 
the line after the fish is hooked is placed on the 
right side. The simplest solution attempted by 
left-handers usually involves turning the 
fishing rod upside down. Unfortunately this 
doesn't work well, as the rod tends to rotate in 
the hand and there's a loss of control, besides 
entailing fatigue. 

Again several team sports provide 
equipment and playing problems for the 
southpaw. Field hockey, for example, is very 
difficult for the left-hander because hockey 
sticks are not made in a left-handed d^ersion. 
Anyway a player using a left-handed stick 
would find it almost impossible to keep to the 
rules and the avoidance of obstruaing. He or 

In boxing, loll hnndofohnoon distinct ndvnntngoovor 
riglM hnndors 
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she would find it difficult to receive the ball or 
to get the ball away from other players. A 
"'bully" would be odd with a left-handed stick. 

Incidentally, left-handers are permitted in 
ice hockey and left-handed sticks do exist. 

In polo, the left-hander faces peculiar 
difficulties with the pattern of play. Because 
collisions are very dangerous for both the 
rider and horse, there are stria rules 
controlling a player's right of way. These 
right-of-way rules are so strongly oriented 
toward the right-handed player that the 
left-hander would often find himself forced 
into awkward hitting positions and sharper 
direaion changes. No wonder, the 
Hurlingham Polo Club, which controls polo in 
Britain and many parts of the 
Commonwealth including India, prohibits 
left-handed playing of the game for 
considerations of safety. Even Prince Charles, 
who is a natural left-hander, has been forced 
to play polo right-handed. 

Recent research indicates that the sidedness 
in human beings can have a significant 
bearing on excellence in sports and athletics. 

Overall, being ambidexterous seems to 
result in better performance than being 
strongly handed for sports such as basketball 
and field hockey. What these sports require is 
an ability to respond to either side. In 
basketball it is important to be able to dribble 
with either hand and so also receive or pass 
the ball. In hockey, the good player must be 
capable of shifting his grip on the stick rapidly 
in order to power a shot from the right or left, 
as needed. In addition, the very act of 
swinging a stick for cricket bat or golf club) 
requires the coordination of both hands. The 
ambidexterous player is at an advantage over 
the strongly handed player. 

The situation is reversed for racquet sports 
such as tennis, badminton, table-tennis and 
squash. Here the strongly 
handed person performs better overall. The 
racquet requires only one h^nd to guide and 
power it (except for some double-handed 
shots in tennis). And the grip on racquet, 
unlike on the hockey stick, remains quite 
constant. 

Footedness is important, at least in one 
sport. Individuals who play with both feet 
should do better at soccer. 

The ability to kick a ball equally with either 
foot is an obvious plus point. The strongly 
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Prince Charles playing 
polo In sports like polo, 
being left-handed can be a 
distinct disadvantage 


ono sided soccci playtr is at a definite 
disadvantage 

I he strength ol eye seems to be impoitant 
in sports that involve aiming It is particularly 
marked in the shooting sports such as rifle 
and pistol shooting and m archery Here the 
strongly consisleni one sided in eyesight 
proves an advantage because the strongly 
eyed person alway s uses the same eye for 
sighting and aiming The two-eyed person 
sometimes sights with one eye and sometimes 
with the othei—olten unconsciously 
C ongiucnt hand eye preference works 
bettc r with racquet sports With the dominant 
eye and hand on the same side of the body, a 
larger held of vision cewers the area of action, 
and the racquet also appears earlier in the field 
of vision On the other hand d a player is 
left eyed and right handed (crossed sided) 
the hand swinging the racquet is out of sight 
fiom the dominant eye for most of its swing 
Part of the view ol the right side is blocked by 
the bridge of the nose 

However individuals with crossed 
hand eye prefeience seem to do much better 
at gymnastics and running When the 
dominant hand and dominant eye are on the 
same side of the body i»s centre of gravity is 
shifted toward the dominant side In 


gymnastics the tumbling vaulting and 
swinging from the rings or bar requires equal 
action from both sides of the body A shift in 
the focus of weight to the dominant side will 
add a slight tendency to twist to the body 
Such twists away from perfect alignment if 
large enough can mar the performance 
People with crossed hand-eye preference 
seem to be better balanced 

It also explains why individuals with 
crossed hand-eye sidedness are better at track 
events In congruently sided runners, the 
weight IS focussed more toward the dominant 
side of the body, which produces a tendency 
to veer slightly from the chosen running line 
This has to be compensated by expending 
more effort to run straight or run a few paces 
extra Such corrective action wastes time and 
energy And it can make a crucial difference in 
a hundred-meter dash which is often won by 
a fraction of a second The crossed sided 
runner, with the focus of body weight more 
directly centred, has appreciably reduced 
need for such sideways correction, the runner 
can concentrate all the effort on advancing 
forward 

The emerging insights into sidedness are 
being increasingly used to predict whether an 
individual will excel in certain sports • 
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\ % HAT aciress-model Brooke 
< Shields' book, "On Your Own, 
which she wrote when she was 19, 
included: Tips on how to keep your 
virginity. 

y O W much after her normal 
bedtime 14-year-old Swiss 
phenom Martina Hingis finished her 
pro debut victory over Patty Fendick 
at Zuiich: More than half an hour. 


^ \ ROOKE SHIELDS' boyfriends 
\ * before Andre Agassi: John F. 
Kennedy, Jr., William Kennedy, 
actors John Travolta, Liam Neeson, 
Woody Harrelson and Matt Dillon, 
Bon Jovi drummer Tico Torres and 
Prince Albert of Monaco. 

AMED opera singer Manlyn 
' Horne's chief regret in life: "I wish 
I'd been a really great tennis player." 








H ighest ESPN-TV rating of any of 
its 1994 tennis matches by a wide 
margin; Andre Agassi's victory over 
Boris Becker in the third round of the 
Lipton International. 


A MOUNT of money Fila, the 
\ Italian sports apparel firm, claims 
it lost because Monica Seles, off the 
tour since May 1993, hasn't been 
promoting a line in her name: $6 
million. 

\ THLETE who twice had to decline 
/ V a dinner invitation by British 
Prime Minister John Major because of 
playing commitments: British No. 1. 
Jeremy Bates. 


^ UMBER of fans who turned up to 
' meet and greet Arthur Ashe 
when he made an appearance for a 
sportswear company at a store in 
Pittsburgh 48 hours after he won the 
1975 Wimbledon title: 1,500. 


% j UMBER of countries in which the 
^ 1994 Compaq Grand Slam Cup 
was televised: 205. 


ENGTH of time Andre Agassi 
revealed that it used to take him to 
primp his long hair on days when he 
didn't wear a cap: "About 27 
minutes." 


HE two best-selling tennis rackets 
in the United States: The Wilson 
Hammer 6.2 and the Prince Synergy 
26 DB. 

N umber of security men who 
accompanied Gabriela Sabatini at 
the 1994 Wimbledon 
Championships: 9. 
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N umber of media requests to talk 
with colorless, 8th-seeded Todd 
Martin after each of his three 
early-round victories at the 1995 
Australian Open: 0. 


ER CENT of forehands hit from an 
open stance, in a 1990s study of 
220 top men and women pro players 
by the German Tennis Federation: 80. 
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^ IGN seen in the crowd during the 
Andie Agassi-Patnck Rafter match 
at the Australian Open "RAFTER IS 
SEXI ' 



UITAR players who will 
complement singing stars 
Barbara Mandrell and Gladys Knight 
for a senes of tennis and music AIDS 
fundraisers Martina Navratilova and 
Chris Evert 

UMBFRol women in tht 1981 
computer rankings who were 
Ameruan More than 42 pc t cent 

UMBFR of women in the 199 ^ 
computer rankings who were 
Ameiican ll4perceni 

HL nicest guy on the pro tour 
according to Todd Martin Pete 
Sampras 


W HAT WIMBLEDON champion 
Conchita Martinez says she 
wants to come back as in her next life 
A cocker spaniel with a loving owner 


UMBLR of times that 18-year old 
Lindsay Davenport, who lost to 
Gabriela Sabatini m the best-of-5 s( i 
final at the 1994 Virginia Slims 
C hampionships said she had evci 
played font or more practice sets 0 

ERSON that Ivan Lendl says was 
the gieatest influence on me after 
my parents His longtime coach 
Tony Roche 

OS I of the least expensive scat for 
the fust round Davis Cup tu 
between the United States and Trance 
at St Petersburg Florida $50 


HAT debonair Jean Borotra 
one of the lamed Foui 
Musketeers ' who led France to Davis 
C up titles from 1927 to 1932, always 
gave his mixed doubles paitner as a 
token of his appreciation A bottle of 
perl lime 



Forced to quit football 
due to the apathy and 
unsympathetic attitude 
of the officials, Goa's ace 
striker Bruno Coutinho 
has come back from 
hibernation andts 
ready to ask questions 


BY SUBHASH SARCAR, MADRAS 

• T did come as a shock lo the 
football fraternity when former 
Indian captain and current 

J'v. Salgaocarsirikjer Bruno 
Coutinho, who still continues to draw 
the crowds, announced his retirement 
in sheer disgust with the authorities at 
the age of 24. Coulinho's retirement is a 
sad commentary on the state of Indian 
sports. 

The fact that Coutinho's 
announcement was a trifle hasty was 
reiterated in the federation ranks; the 
majority in the game's circle had felt 
that the decision Coutinho took was 
certainly premature. And they felt this 
way because Coutinho still had the 
'power' to be in the Indian team. Even 
the Yugoslav coach Jiri Pesek 
confirmed his faith in the striker by 
saying that Bruno "was the best 
striker in India but he's too lethargic in 
his approach". Pesek may have been 
correct in his estimation of the player 
but then most Goan footballers seem 
casual in their approach anyway, the 
fact is that Bruno Coutinho was too 
young and had a lot to offer to Indian 
football. 

Early in 1994, Coutinho told 
Midday that/I don't think I'm still 
young to pldy football for India, 
neither does the All India Football 
Federation. My only fatrit was I began 
playing for India when I was too 
young.” What was most frustrating 
was the favouritism and in the 

Brno Coutinlio, acconfing to Yugoilav 
eooch Jiri PoMk. WM tho boot siriktr 




national camps selection procedures 
victimisation and humiliation that are 
meted out to deserving—and 
outstanding—players I ve played 
enough for the country and do not 
regret anything " Perhaps Coutinho s 
deasion to quit was rather childish 
and unplanned VictimisationYes 
Bruno's teammate Savio Mediera 
whom Rustam Akramov s 
predecessor Jiri Pesek thought had 
nothing further to give to the game 
and therefore was discarded from the 
national camp was also a viafm of 
petty politics And the only way that 
these two footballers could hope to 
redeem themselves was by putting in 
one good performance after another 
Perform they didL and those who 
did not wish the duo well got their first 
hiccup when Mr Fnts Ahistrom of 
Denmark, FIFA's member of the 
faa^flnding mission in India, 


Salgaocar managar Hanri Britto gives a few 
tips dunng the interval in a Fedaration Cup 
match at me Margao stadium in 1994 

pronounced while watching the 
Goa-Maharashtra Santosh Trophy 
league match in Madras that "the 
player in the number 10 jersey 
(Coutinho) IS a powerful player The 
story didn t end there Akramov 
having also noticed that Coutinho and 
Mediera were playing extremely well 
took a prompt decision to include the 
two of them in the Nehru Cup camp 
The question is not whether 
Mediera or Coutinho represent India 
in the Nehru Cup, (which was held in 
Calcutta at the time of going to press) 
but the fact that how long are talented 
footballers going to be at the mercy of 
unsympathetic officials It is 
surprising to note that though 
Mediera was not good enough to be in 
the camp and Coutinho was 'forced' to 


quit both have subsequently been 
recalled by chief coach Akramov days 
after he converged on Indian soil for a 
two year coaching stint Yes it is 
Akramov the man behind 
Uzbekistan s success in the Hiroshima 
Asiad who applied the healing balm to 
the two Goans when after their 
match against Kerala in the 31 st 
edition of the Bharat Petroleum 
sponsored national championship he 
approached the two and had said 
"You have played well I want you to 
join the camp " For Savio Mediera it 
was a pleasant surprise and for Bruno 
Coutinho It was a welcome return 
Akramov s approach has since then 
aaed as a source of great motivation for 
both the talented footballeis 

” It's a new feeling altogether said 
Bruno Coutinho while relaxing in his 
room at the Vava Lodge m Madras 
"How can I reject the offer he made‘> 
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1 his has ce»tainly given rnt t)a< k my 
cnnhdcncc What conics as a big 
surprise is that our own coat hcs had 
Ignored my talent, forcing me to retire 
prematurely last year alter the second 
camp at Salt 1 ake lor the Dhaka SAF 
Ciames It is sad that scmie of our 
coacJies are not good enough to spot a 
good player (1 augiis)To ifie Indian 
coat hes (does not mention anyone in 
particular) 1 m a discard but to a 
foreignt i Fm a potential 

Why did he ciiiil last yeai ^ How did 
all this occ iir * Yoii«>ec theie are time s 
when you lace soiiie unforeseen 
circumstance s li all began m the 1993 
Nehru ( up camp m Madras lor which I 
was unable to rc port My parents 
tietsLiadi d me not to lake the venture 
because ol the Ayodhya episode 
There was an odd leelmg c very where 
My countr> then was going through a 
bad pate h and that is why my parents 
objected to joining the camp My 
mom IS ver> fond ol me although Fm 
not the only child In fact both my 
jiarc Ills arc very fond ol me They 
wanted me to stay back 

People may misunderstand me but 
to be Iionest I couldn t reject iny 
parents wishes because my mom 
hapfiens to he a cardiac patient and 


my father underwent an operation 
Such things made me terribly 
nervous So 1 stayed back at Calangute 
(a beach resort where the Coutinhos 
have a flourishing eating house) I was 
suspended by the federation It was a 
tei rible shock because the news came 
on New Year s day And you know we 
Goans cannot digest such bad news 
during the Christmas season I was 
served with a show cause notice I 
went to Madras to answer it along 
with Henri Bniio the Salgaocar 
manager and Albert Colaco, GPA 
secretary There I promised to join 
the other camps ' 

Bruno could have said many things 
but he wanted to lefrain from making 
allegations However he was bold 
enough to say that favouritism was 
random Without mentioning the 
names of the godfathers in the 
federation it was clear that he meant 
players from Bengal and Kerala who 
gel preferential treatment than other 
Slate players There are cases when 
some players join the national camp 
even a couple of days before the final 
selection and get into the team 
Funny It seems that the rules are set 
From thaplioto filer Bruno Coiitinho (front 
row: fourth from loft) hao boon a ragular on 
tha Goan team 


only for us/ said Coutmho 

Bruno Coutmho went about his job 
earnestly and later flew to Lebanon 
for the "Pre-World Cup where I was 
sidelined although I confidently felt 
that I was better than most of those 
who made the first eleven. However, 
at Seoul, Jin Pesek fielded me in the 
matches against Hong Kong (which 
we won 3-1) and Lebancm (1-2)" 

The allowance paid during the 
camp IS a pathetic Rs 20 which is Rs 10 
less than what my club Salgaocar gives 
per day At Lebanon, we were paid a 
paltry sum of $5 which probably will 
fetch you a few soft drinks or 
chocolates It's okay with me since I 
can afford it but then you have to 
think of your teammates—not all can 
afford It 

To be precise, after we triumphed 
over Hong Kong at Seoul we got $50 
each as a cash incentive Salgaocar 
went a step further when each 
member of the winning Federation 
Cup team were presented with a gold 
chain Yes, playing for India has only 


given me nothing but the publicity for 


my performance," said Bruno 


Coutmho 


Bruno Coutmho has always been a 


favourite son of Salgaocar Even the 
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Savio Madiera and Bruno Coutinho, the Goan 
duo, in thoir hotel room in Madras whore the 
Slat Sanlosh Trophy was held. Goa ware 
aliminalad by champions Bongal in the 
soml-finals 

club president Sivanand Salgaocar has 
feelings for him. When he was in a 
disturbed mood after quitting, Mr 
Salgaocar had asked him not to make 
a hurried decision on his retirement. 

"I was frustrated and Mr Salgaocar 
tried to console me. But when he gave 
a patient hearing he realised what my 
torment was all about," said 
Coutinho. 

Coutinho also went through a bad 
spell in the early Nineties, when he 
signed for Dempo. When asked about 
the Dempo incident Coutinho felt 
uneasy and said, "Let's forget the 
topic. I don't want to discuss it." The 
story behind this is that he was 
'misguided' into signing for Dempo. In 
Goa during the transfer, a player 
needn't go to the association to sign 


the form like it's done in Bengal. Any 
club official can gel the form signed 
and submit il to the GFA. It was a 
'mistake' Coutinho made. In fact, he 
was 'conned' into signing the form 
during the Bangalore camp. However, 
Coutinho tried his best to return to 
Salgaocar in spile of his father 
pressurising him nc)l to do so. But he 
was happy to return, after having first 
joined Salgaocar in 1989, 

Even today Coutinho is the best 
striker in the land of sea and sand. He 
continues his practice diligently and 
to maintain peak form which was 
evident by his performance in the 
recent 51st Santosh Trophy in Madras 
where Rustam Akramov showed him 
the light. 

And now with his renewed 
confidence, it's football once again 
and the fact that he (alongwiih Savio 
Mediera) has to prove himself. Yes, for 
Coutinho it is a welcome comeback. 0 
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Twins STEVE and MARK WA UGH, both playing for Australia in 
the Caribbean at present, have a healthy rivalry between them 
while at the same time becoming a vital part of Australian cricket 



I T was a summer's evening and the 
Waugh family had sat down for 
supper. Their son Stephen was 
missing as he had gone for practice 
with the Australian cricket team of 
which he was a leading all-rounder. In 
the middle of supper, Steve strolled in 
with a glum face. Then he broke the 
good news to the family. Twin brother 
Mark had been selected to play for 
Australia. The family was ecstatic. 
Then Steve broke the bad news. He 
had been dropped and his twin was his 
replacement. 

Now that is part of Australian 
folklore. Since then, the Waugh twins 
have had the pressure on them to 
keep taking wickets and scoring runs 
for Australia. Now, under the new 
leadership of their New South Wales 
teammate, Mark Taylor, they are the 
seniors of a new-look team which is 
locking horns with the mighty West 
Indies. But then staying at the top of 
Australia's cricketing heap has almost 
become a way of life for the wonder 
twins of international cricket. Back in 
the 1985-86 seasons, it was the 
20-year-old Steve Waugh who was 
the new firebrand inHhe Australian 
team, inviting comparisons with the 
flair and aggression of the great 
Australian all-rounder Doug Walters. 

Although Steve made scores of just 
13 and 5 against India in his first Test, 
he has turned and often saved many 
matches for his country since, 
overcoming stress fractures and other 
injuries in the process. His bowling is 
tight and he says, "I dop't bowl well 
unless 1 get aggressive. It has uken me 

Maik Waagli: It MfHliai iMrta 
lulniaa cun RMi iMwItr It 8it ttan* la Ikt 




a few years to work it out, but if I just 
go out there and bowl and try to be 
friendly, 1 bowl a heap of garbage 
Waugh has become renowned for 
bowling the final overs of a limited 
overs game with great success That's 
because he bowls his slower ball 
without any perceptive change in 
aaion In the final helter-skelter 
overs, he often mcreases his rate of the 
slower balls to three in every six 
deliveries Apart from being one of the 
best fielders in the fit Australian team, 
he IS considered the best in the team 
when It comes to running in between 
the wickets Dean Jones says Steve 
Waugh IS his favourite batting panner 
and the Waughs' understanding of 
the running between the wickets is 
unsurpassed Today, a shoulder injury 
does not allow him to bowl but he still 
IS a good enough batsman to come in 
as a specialist at No 5 
Unlike Steve Mark made a more 
successful debut scoring a century 
while wearing the baggy green cap for 
the first time He has gone on to 
become one of Australia s class 
batsmen Australia's best fielder, he 
excels in second slip Superbly 
balanced, he is regarded as good as any 
of Australia's finest post war slip 
fielders, including Bobby Simpson, 

Neil Harvey and the Chappell 
brothers Mark Waugh is also brilliant 
at cover and on the leg side When he 
first came into the team, he shared the 
duties of the fifth bdwier with brother 
Steve Now It IS hoped Mark Waugh 
can quench the need created by 
Steve's bad shoulder as the fifth 
bowler in the West Indies ^ 

And what about the rivalry 
between the two Waughs'^ 

Since both of them are good middle 
order batsmen who can bowl, there 
might be times when competition 
aeeps in between the brothers Their 
captam Mark Taylor laughs and says, 

Sim WaaglK broke iiilo lilt ikitir^ 
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"Sibling rivalry'^ I ihink there is a 
fiiendly rivalry between every guy in 
the side but yeah, the fact that they re 
twins means it gets played up moie 
with them I suppose Tm sure they 
both sit down at the end ot a series and 
look at what each other s done and 
say, I made 400 runs at 41 and he 
made 398 at 40 

But do they throw it up at each 
other'? And whatalioui whi n Steve 
was run out on 99 (only the second 
person in lest history) because <d 
Mark who was acting as a substitute 
runner in the filth lest of the rc cent 
Ashes series' 

No says Taylor they nc vc r stick 
things up to eac h other But 1 am sure 
tfiere is a rivalry I hings like I ve got 
to make sure I lift my game because 
Steve s getting ahead of me, oi 
whatever 1 think that sort of rtvali> is 
good for the side You obviously want 
to achieve the best you can If 1 see my 
fellow opener Slate r making 150 one 
day I wouldn't mind making 150 the 
next day to match litm 

At iO with glowing lest and one 
day records behind them Stev e and 
Mai k Waugh must now accept the 
leadership responsibilities that come 
with being senior members of the 
team The Wais (pun intended) now 
going on between Australia and the 
West indies will be a big acid test foi 
the Waugh twins, especially loi Steve 
He IS known to be awkward against 
short pitched bowling and was out of 
sorts and out ol the team when the 
Aussics tourc'd the West Indies four 
years ago He became a iienphcial 
player on the lour so for all his 
experience the lad remains that only 
two of his 72 tests have been played m 
the C aiibbean 

Lngland captain Mike Atherioii 
once commented on Steve s on fic Id 
sledging saying. The one who really 
got up my nose was Steve Waugh 
who spent the entire senes giving out 
VC rbalv “ bit of a joke ically, as he 
was the only bloke on either side who 
was netting himself against cjuick 
bowlers and there he was standing 

Mark and Stava Waugh confer in tha middle 
during tha '93 Edgbaaton Test againat tha 
Englial 
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under your bat ribbing you all the 
lime " 

Yet Atherton has also said that he is 
a dressing room introvert like Steve 
Waugh, a trait that probably went 
against Steve's chances of taking over 
the captaincy from Allan Border 
While it IS true that Steve, along with 
Taylor and wicketkeeper Ian Healy 
was considered to replace Border, 
neitlier he or Mark have any 
leadership experience Missing out on 
the Australian captaincy may have 
been a blessing in disguise for the 
more reclusive of the twins, enabling 
his leadership abilities to develop at a 
more natural rate 

Aussie coach Bob Simpson will be 
hoping extra duties of being team 
seniors will not detract from the 


"Sibling rivalry? I think 
there is a friendly rivalry 
between every guy in the 
side but yeah, the fact that 
they're twins means it 
gets played up more with 
them. I suppose.” 


—Mark Taylor 



performance of the two all-rounders 
who have often been called on to 
rescue a struggling Australian team at 
Test and one-day level That coupled 
with the external pressure from 
top-]|quaIity players vying for their 
spots in the Australian team gives a 
lot more for the Waugh brothers to 
consider about their future They will 
also have to contend with remarks 
that with the retirements of Border 
and Jones, the Australian middle 
order is weakened 

Redefining their roles in a new-look 
Australian team should provide a 
challenge for Australia s awesome 
brothers But if past on-field 
performances are anything to go by a 
cool head under pressure is all the 
Waughs need to come out on top 


Andy O'Brien, Perth 
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URA: BOWLED BV A 
BEAUTY 


Y OU would think that world 
record-breaking batsman Brian 
Lara would expect a little respect from 
opposing players after his 
performances last year. But judging 
by a tour match played between the 
touring Calypso Kings and a New 
Zealand provincial team, Lara may be 
better remembered for being 
dismissed by an Australian woman 
than for making 375 Test runs or 501 
first class runs. 

New Zealander, Mark Richardson 
had taunted Lara in reference to Zoe 
Gross, who dismissed Lara in a charity 
game at the Sydney Cricket Ground 
last year. ''It was meant to be a joke," 
Richardson said, "1 was trying to break 
his concentration but 1 think he took 
offence " Since Zoe (26) hit the big 
time in that exhibition match which 
she played for the Bradman XI, she 
has become such a hot property in 
Australia that magazines and 
newspapers have got her to pose for 
photographs to accompany articles on 
her. She is so much in demand that 
former Australian left arm fast bowler 
Mike Whitney was appointed her 
manage". 

In fact Lara was effectively 
dismissed twice by Zoe in a single 
ball—caught behind and 
stumped—in that Bradman match. 

Zoe, as the only female player, says 
she was nervous that Sunday 
morning of the match but the male 
players on both sides made her feel 
comfortable telling her to enjoy 
herself and have a good match. She 
did more than that. 

"Fortunately I had a reasonable 
game," she said afterwards in 
between bowling a few to Mark 
Waugh. "I also got 29 runs. I took it as 
a good opportunity to educate the 
community on the values of women's 
cricket." 

Zoe first came into the limelight 
when she went to Bradman's 
hometown of Adelaide to the 
Aistralian Institute of sport, where 
th4 pressure was on to select "one of 
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AUSSIE 

DIARY 

Andy O'Brien files some cricketing asides from 

Down Under 


the fairer sex" for the match. 

Zoe, who began playing at 11 for 
Perth and at 15 for Western Australia 
before making it to the Australian 
women's team, was the one chosen to 
play with the boys. She's been a hit 
ever since but at times she admits she 
gets frustrated with the attention. She 
recalls how one magazine insisted on 
making her a "cover girl". "I'm a 
cricketer", says the six-footed mining 
company officer. "This is all Brian 
Ura's fault." 

Recently she was in Brisbane 
playing in another mixed team for the 


benefit match of former Australian 
fast bowler Carl Rackemann. She 
almost hit the headlines (again) when 
she almost dismissed (it was a 'no' 
ball) master blaster Viv Richards, who 



had flown halfway around the globe 
to join other luminaries like Dennis 
Lillee, Jeff Thomson and Greg 
Chappell, to salute Rackemann. 

HUE AND CRY OVER 
NOTHING? _ 

/ y Q LEDGING" has become a 
^ recognised part of cricket these 
days, even though ICC referees have 
stepped in to curb the unwanted 
elements in the game. But Greg 
Chappell who was in the team 
(captained by his elder brother Ian) 
known as "The ugly Australians," 
feels that the sledging issue has been 
blown out of proportion and that 
authorities shouldn't overly concern 
themselves about sledging. 

ChappelL the Australian captain 
between 1975-77 and '79-83 believes 
that sledging has been built up and 
inflated by too much media attention. 
According to him it has far less 
significance than the newspapers and 
television make out. He prefers to call 
it "aggresdve, positive cricket" and 
feels it is a misunderstood part of the 
Australian psyche. 

"Cricket is a red blooded and 
emotional game, especially for fast 
bowlers. If a Merv Hughes doesn't 
come out staring and glaring with his 
moustache bristling then something is 
wrong and he shouldn't be there," 
Chappell says. 

"I q)oke to the late Bill O'Reilly, the 



ALL IN THE GAME 


legendary leg spinner about modem 
player behaviour and he agreed that 
there was plenty of by play and 
on-field chat in his day as well. I 
believe that today's saturated TV 
coverage has brought into close up, 
into people's living rooms what has 
been going on since the game began. 
There have been perhaps two or three 
serious incidents in the last 10 years." 
Chappell believes that the old time 
links between baseball and Australian 
cricketers has contributed to the 
renowned "chat" of baseball 
permeating into cricket. 

"In the early days," he explains, "a 
lot of first-class Australian cricketers 
spent their winters playing baseball. 
Abusing and taunting the opposition 
has always been a part of that game 


and some of it carried into the cricket 
season. But the biggest gobful of abuse 
1 ever received was when I was barely 
a teenager, I was being tested out and 
fair enough, you have to show 4 rou 
have the mental strength to rise above 
it." He believes that what happens on 
the ground should stay on the ground. 


THE GARDEN OF EDEN 


vTiHE press box at theWACA, the 
JL venueof the final Test of the Ashes 
series Is on the fourth floor, to which 


you have to take the lift up from below 
the stands. The gentleman standing 
next to me waiting for the lift on the 
first day of the fifth Test between 
England and Australia could not be 
mistaken. Tony Greig may be balding 
but the former England captain and 
now Channel Nine commmiaXOT, is 
still that towering personality that he 
was during his playing days. 

He was late for his commentary 
session having been held up in the 
traffic outside the ground and was 
grumbling. Introducing myself I told 
him that he was lucky that it was the 
WACA and not the Eden Gardens A 
smile flashed across his face in the 
midst of his obvious frustration. I 
asked him if he remembered that 
century that he scored at Eden 


Gardens in 1972 as the touring 
captain. And did he remember the 
famous scene on his way to the 
century when he dropped to the 
ground in mock imitation of being 
shot when a cracker burst as soon as 
he defended the ball. 

"Yes I remember that and the one 
where I went down on my knees with 
hands folded pleading to a section of 
the speaators to stop refleaing a 
mirror off the sun and on to my face. 
The next day every newspaper had 
the photograph on its front page. I tell 


you it was mighty pleasing to play and 
beat India, because even when you 
flog them, they take it in such good 
spirit. Eden Gardens has got to be the 
best place to play cnckei in." 

And having said that he picked up 
his mobile phone to tell the Channel 
Nine team that he was on his way up. 
"Didn't think there would be such a 
crowd for this one." he told them, and 
then turning to me added. "I suppose 
you must be having a crowd like this 
at the Eden Gardens when two club 
sides play." 

Yes. surprisingly the WACA was 
crowded that day spenally if you 
consider that just some time back this 
match seemed likely to appeal only to 
sadists and those who wanted to see 
the Poms being ground to theldust Yet 
with the English resurgence that took 
everyone by surprise, the importance 
of this match suddenly loomed on the 
Aussie captain Mark Taylor Had they 
lost the Test, they would have still 
retained the Ashes 2-2. but would 
have lost both the momentum and 
also the more precious credibility 

OOPS. THEY SUPPED UP! 

I AM » • ft r 

O NE of Australia's leading 
newspapers carried a front page report 
with a photograph of Atherton during 
the Ashes series. The heading said. 
"We were wrong". They had 
reprinted their front page of an issue 
in 1990. on which, over the picture of 
Graham Gooch hung the quesiion: "Is 
this the captain of the worst touring 
team ever?" 

On the front page, they corrected 
their mistake by saying. "In 
November 1990, we suggested that 
Graham Gooch was guilty of leading 
the worst touring team. 

" Overwhelmingly, new evidence 
has persuaded us that the worst 
touring team ever to leave England is 
led by Michael Atherton (pictured 
below), the current English skipper. 
The mistake, which was pointed out 
to us by Shane Warne and Craig 
McDermott, was made by England's 
creaking cricket system and its 
selectors." 
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^OFTHE ROAD? 


S O whars Big Mcrv up lo now that 
he IS not touring the West Indies 
with his Australian compatriots > 

Not drinking beer that s for sure 
because m spite of his girth and his 
appearance, Merv is indeed a 
teetotaller Surpnsingly he even 
endorses an Australian beer but that s 
more because of his German goitre 


(thanks to an uncontrolled diet) than 
his drinking habits 
Merv IS still a hit in Australia Apart 
from the beer commeraal he is also 
the centre figure in an ad campaign for 
Visa credit cards His popularity 
(especially in Victona) is so great that 
when his name was not in the 15 men 
squad for the ongoing West Indies 
tour a group of Merv supporters 
walked through the streets of 
Melbourne in protest They carried 
banners which implored "Give Merv a 
bowl," and even burnt an effigy of an 


Australian selector 
Merv of course has fought a 
constant battle to remain fit And 
Australian cncketers are fined if they 
are found to be overweight Regular 
tests are conduaed with players 
required to keep within certain 
weight limits, generally proportionate 
with their height Rumour has it that 
> Merv does not qualify on thaj score 

Big Marv certainly has a lot of fans in Australia 
and this photograph is ample proof But with 
Hughes failinn soma crucial fitness tests, 
people are talking about the end of his career 







Recentiy in an interview he gave 
some insights into some incidents in 
his career especially dealing with his 
aggressive nature. Some excerpts; 
'Fast bowlers don't have a patent on 
intimidation. During the 1989-90 Test 
in Adelaide, Javed Miandad kept 
letting my deliveries fly harmlessly 
through to the wicketkeeper. With a 
scornful expression he said,' Hughes, 
you are not good enough for this.' 
Then one day in a Test match at the 
Gabba, Ian Botham hit me for 22 runs 
in one over. It was the last Test 100 he 




ever made and he has never stopped 
reminding me that it was all thanks to 
me. It's at times like these when you 
question why you didn't pursue a 
career in something else . 

"Although I left school at the end of 
my fifth year, I'd like to think I've 
learnt a few things around the way. 
Seven or eight years after meeting 
Sunil Gavaskar in my first Test (I took 
one wicket for plenty of runs) I'm still 
around to tell the tale and now I no 
longer bowl bouncers at 5 ft 5 in 
batsmen with the surname of 
Gavaskar...when 1 first started, 1 ran in 
from about 35 metres from the rough 
equivalent of wide mid-off. The 
harder Gavaskar, Jimmy Amarnath 
and a few other Indians hit me 
the shorter I tried to bowl. It took me a 
season to win back my place and then 
Botham got stuck into me. If your 
captain doesn't think you can bowl, 
no one else will. And your mum's vote 
doesn't count." 

Quite a character, Merv HughesI 

In yet another fitness test, which 
Merv failed to pass for his Victoria 
team, saw him sitting out for the rest 
of the domestic season. Many see this 
as the end of Merv's career. 


mr-A NORMAL IS BORING ! 

I P'S a strange story, but true. An 
mportant grade cricket match is in 
progress at a park in Sydney. But all 
those present afe more interested in a 
sideshow that is taking place away 
from the centre of the action. A petite 
woman in glasses and shorts is 
playfully challenging all comers to get 
her out. They try pace, and spin, 
beamers, throws and grubbers with a 
tennis ball. She bats with only a stump 
but barely misses a ball. She square 
cuts, glances, cover drives and hooks 
in style—her timing as sweet as her 
smile. 

She is Denise Annetts, among the 
all - time greats in Australian women's 
cricket. Her sudden exit from the 
international scene in early 1994 
made as many headlines as the 
retirement of Dean Jones. She had 
shaken the cricket establishment by 


implying that her exclusion from the« 
Australian team was because she was 
a normal heterosexual and married. 
The information was that there is a 
"lesbian c lique which rules women's 
cricket in which only girls who are 
inclined that way can make it. There is 
no place lor those who are "normal". 

Present at the men's grade match to 
see her husband Ross Anderson play, 
she recalls her statements in January 
1994 on gender preferences among 
female cricketers. She thinks it has 
had an unpact. "I hope what I had said 
has had some positive effea. What I 
was hoping to happen is happening." 

Denise, 30 and 5 ft 1 is credited with 
five world records including a Test' 
highest of 193 against England in 
1987. In 10 'Tests' she scored 819 runs 
at 81.90 the highest average among 
women cricketers. Nicknamed "Little 
One," she practised as a youngster 
with her brothers using a stump and a 
golf ball. "The Bradman technique," 
she laughs and says. 

And Bradman's final innings was 
probably on husband Ross' mind that 
day because he scored a duck and his 
teammates showed no mercy. "Pity 
you couldn't get your missus to bat for 
you," was one of the kinder comments. 

Denise and Ross are expecting their 
first baby in May this year. "She's 
incubating Bradman," Ross says. His 
teammates don't agree especially if he 
had anything to do with it. 

TIMES, THEY ARE A 
CHANGING !_ 

C ricket may well have started off 
as an "Anglos" game but it has 
since attracted many people and 
many nations. But in Australia it is still 
quite limited to the Anglo element of 
this very cosmopolitan society. 
Australian soccer and the various 
codes of "football" in the country have 
attracted huge amounts of many 
ethnic and migratory minorities. The 
Czechs, Slavs, Slovaks and other East 
Europeans dominate Australian 
soccer and recently some decidedly 
non-English names have started to 
feature in Australian cricket, all sons 
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of immigrants. 

Ysclr Y/.e (pronounced something 
like "useer usey" and that's why he's 
nicknamed "knock knock”) is of 
Albanian parentage and is a promising 
Viaorian fast bowling all-rounder. 
Richard Chee Quee recently became 
the first Chinese player to play for 
New South Wales. Mike Velletta 
became the first player of Italian 
descent to represent Australia. Len 
Pascoe's real name was Pascoevich 
and he was Scandinavian. In recent 
times, some Sydney and Melbourne 
clubs have recruited players of Indian, 
Pakistan and Arabic descent. Chee 
Quee recently spent several weeks 
speaking at primary schools in areas 
where there is a substantial 
Vietnamese population. 

Some say that in the bid to promote 
cosmopolitan cricketers mavbe the 
Aussies ought to change cricketing 
expressions like 'Chinaman' 'Chinese 
or French cut, and Irish swing' 

THE SOUL PROVIDER? 

I MRAN KHAN has been in the news 
recently all over the world. His new 
social worker image, his new found 
Islamic fundamentalism and the 
possibility of him entering Pakistan 
politics. Recently a popular Australian 
television programme did a story on 
the new Imran, with a reporter 
visiting Imran's hospital in Lahore and 
spending time with the "Lion of i 
Lahore." The report tells of how Imran 
is attempting to forget his life in the 
fast lane—to put his past behind and 
how being a Muslim is 
now a more determined follower of 
Islam. 

"In Islam we have a wonderful 
saying," he says. "Put a veil on your 
sins it says. That's not to say that I have 
sinned a lot in life. But having said 
that. I'm not saying that I lived the life 
of a saint. I mean clearly it wasn't a 
very Islamic way of life." 

The reporter comments how, to the 
media, Imran's life which has 
apparently taken a drastic new course 
is a: ham; "He's just a playboy who at 
42 d *dded heisaprophet." Imran 
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talks very philosophically. "There's 
physical strength. There's moral 
strength and the ultimate is spiritual 
strength, ” he says while working out 
at a gym. During Ramzan time, Imran 
worked out in the nights after 
breaking his fast, and is a disciplined 
follower of Islam praying five times a 
day. 

The reponer followed Imran in a 
nationwide fund - raising tour which 
Imran calls a moral crusade but which 
the reporter says 'looks suspiciously 
like a political campaign.' "If I think 1 
could by going into politics I could 
help people maybe I would. ” Imran 
tells the Australian reporter to which 
the journalist adds: "And that 
moment may not be too far off. In the 
meantime he insists he's just a social 
worker helping the poor but 
demonstrating little sympathy to the 
beggars that besiege his car dismissing 
it as 'organised begging'." 

The reporter also comments on 
how Imran runs his cancer hospital 
and his charity offices like a politician, 
and the camera catches a glimpse of 
Imran's piaure pasted on a Pakistan 
flag. 

Imran says that the image that he 
has become an Islamic fundamentalist 
is all the doing of powerful people 
who are afraid of his popularity. "I've 
obviously made enemies at the highest 
levels because they see my popularity 
as a potential danger to their futures, 
so they have begun this campaign 
against me, he says. 

I mran does not back out in coming 
forward with views on the bribery and 
betting allegations against Pakistani 
cricketers admitting that he and 
members of his team once bet on the 
outcome of a match against Australia in 
1991. "I just heard, someone told me, 
that some of our players might have 
taken money. 1 went to the ground 
next day, we had won $20,000 until 
then to reach the final, so we put that 
$20,000 on us at even money odds. 
And we won the final. But that was 
the only time that 1 heard about 
betting and bribery.” 

Imran Khan calls himMN a nmtiab of 1 ^ 
dowmtroddan, bm iMopla still cannot IndiM 
this sudtian chanQo in imaga 
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Imran says that fingers cannot be 
pointed. "Unless you have proof. You 
know if it's my word against yours, 
how is anyone going to prove 
anything? ” In answer to a question 
that either the Pakistani players or the 
Australian players are lying, Imran 


says, "Exactly, I think the ICC must 
find out exactly what is happening 
and then pass a law. They must be 
very clear that unless you have proof 
you cannot make such allegations." 

And lastly, Imran says he plans to 
marry and settle down this year and is 



on the lookout for a bride who he 
insists will be a Muslim. "I certainly 
would want to settle down and lead a 
settled life. As far as I'm concerned 
any woman who is going in the same 
direaion as me in life and who has the 
same purpose, same value. * 


JUSTDOIT.SHANEr 

F rom the hero of Pakistan to the 
hero of Australia, Shane Warne. 
Even if he's not playing cricket for a 
day, the champion leg spinner's 
appointments diary is so jampacked 
that it's very difficult for anyone to 
meet him. The Australians returned 
home after their triumph in the four 
nation centenary series in New 
Zealand only to catch a flight to the 
West Indies. The very next day. 

Warne spent that day off shooting a 
commercial and then answering 
questions from the media. 

Nike has signed Warne up for an 
undisclosed amount to launch their 
new cricket shoe called, well guess, 
"Air Flipper," after Warne's lethal 
flipper that has bamboozled so many 
batsmen around the world. In fact, 
Nike is also wooing Warne to promote 
their other sportswear. Recently the 
leg spinner got into trouble for 
wearing a large (Ivan Lendl style) black 
wrist band with a white Nike logo on it. 

With so much attention being 
focussed on him, does he think the 
coming Australia-West Indies series 
will be hyped up as a battle between 
him and Brian Lara. "No, it's not a 
game of individuals. It's Australia 
versus West Indies, the unofficial 
world championship," he says. 

And isn't he scared that the 
Caribbean pacemen will be after the 
fingers on his right hand when he goes 
into bat? Warne admits that he is a 
little wary but apparently will wear a 
specially designed glove to protea his 
fingers. 

And it won't have the Nike emblem 
oniti 







OH, FOR A ^beers' 
MORE! 

IS a tradition with any touring 
ustralian cricket team, to have a 
beer drinking competition duj^iig 
their flight from Australia to wherever 
their overseas destination may be. 

It is generally believed that former 
ace wicketkeeper Rod Marsh held the 
'Ashes' beer drinking record for the 
most 'tinnies' (Aussie slang for cans of 
beer) consumed between Sydney and 
London. This indudes flights, 
stopoven etc. 


David Book bear ganlar par axeallaaca, but 
Isa Cbapaall ia aol baprassad wHh Boon's 
racard ofdrinMat SB cam 

Then it was revealed that a current 
Australian player had beaten that 
record by consummg 58 beers on the 
team fli^t to England in 1989. 

Sydney to London on 58 beers? You 
would have thought the culpnt David 
Boon would have taken a couple of 
days to recover from that. Wonder 
how many he had when they flew to 
the Caribbean? 

When former Australian captain 
Ian Chappell was recently told of how 
the current team boasts of the record 


of one of their colleagues, Chappell 
the captain of the "ugly Australians" 
was quick to retort 'Fifty eight beers 
What IS the world gomg to think'’ That 
Australia has become a 
namby-pamby nation which doesn't 
know how to dnnk? For God's sake in 
my day 58 between Sydney and 
London would virtually have 
classified you as teetotaller * 

Boon's excuse for the consumption, 
is his fear of flymg Wonder what 
excuse Ian Chappell and his men gave 
for their dnnkmg. But then, since 
when did an Aussie require an excuse 
to kill a few tinmes'’ 
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mailbag 



Deliver or Quit 

tNDIA has h^n tgnomlniously 
Xthrown out of the Bank of New 
Zealand series. The time for 
excuses and whining is gone. It's 
a man's world out there and the 
ultimatum should be—deliver or 
quit. 

PflABHAMtTRA. 

Hyderabad. 


Congrats 

C ONGRATULATIONS to 
Mark Taylor and his 
Kangaroo team for lifting the 
Bank of New Zealand Trophy. 

The Indians once again faltered 
abroad and have become the 
'paper tigers'. The application 
and determination in the Indians 
were totally missing. One who 
was specially lackadaisical was 
Azharuddin, who after years of 
captaincy and relative success at 
'home', doesn't seem to be the 



TandulliaR at cafrtalnT 


right choice for the post. 

It's time we fall back on Sachin 
Tendulkar and groom him for the 
future. 

PRABALGUHA 

Jamshedpur. 


Sad Sight 

T he Indira Gandhi Gold cup 
final was a sad sight. Not 
because India played and lost yet 
again but because of what 
modern hockey has become! 

What can you say of a team 
game which does not promote 
individual skills like trapping, 
passing and dribbling but is won 
and lost on the technical ability to 
convert penally corners. 


Imagine if the game of football 
is decided nearly always by 
penalty kicks, or a game of 
basketball on free throws. And to 
compound the tragedy, the team 
which plays better, thrills the 
crowd and then loses. 

No wonder the crowds are 
disappearing from hockey 
grounds around the world. The 
FIH has much to think about. 
MAJOR G. KARUNAKARAN, 

Headquarters. 

181 Mountain Brigade. 

C/O99AP0 
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Q 


READERS' 

UIZ 


QUESTIONS 


I What does America 
• not do during the 
march past at the Olympic 
Games' opening ceremony 
that all the other countries 
do. 

2 In a cricket field, 

• which fielding 
position is exactly at the 
opposite end of third man? 

3 Which Indian 
• cricketer said, "I 
always wanted to be a bus 
driver; wonder what got 
me into cricket?" 

4 What is the penalty 
• in golf for a lost ball? 

AiwMnrtQQ.No.3 


5 What reason did 
• King Edward III 
give for banning football in 
1365A.D. 

6 'The scoring system 

• of which popular 
sporting event originated 
from the positions of the 
hands of the clock? 

7 A 'yorker' is a 
• delivery that 
pitches between the bat 
and the legs. How did it get 
its name? 

8 Which was the first 
• sporting event to be 
broadcast on television? 

9 Who was the first 
• unseeded player to 
win the men's singles title 
at Wimbledon? 

1 O My father was a 
X V/ .* hockey 
Olympian. My mother was 
a basketball player of 
repute. I too am a famous 
Indian sportsman. Who am 
I? 




ANSWERS 


1 . 


GARWA 

ASTIKS 

TANKEi 
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ALL SET TO GO! 

The queen of the 800m, Shiny Wilson is planning to stage her farewell party 
at the SAP Games in Madras 



BY SUBHASH SARCAR, MADRAS 

HINY WILSON (nee 
Abraham) was in a hurry to 
catch the flight to Delhi with 
.. - her little daughter in her arms 
during the Nehru Cup football in 
Trivandrum a few years back. Thai 
year, she promised to stage a 
comeback and win medals at the 
ensuing Asian Track & Field 
Championships. It was a challenge. A 
difficult task, for she had to train and 
look after the infant simultaneously. 
And train she did with the help of her 
husband Wilson Cherian and her 
sister who have always been at her 
side at the time of need. She slogged it 
out regularly and reduced her weight 
and increased her stamina and 
endurance. The results were 
encouraging. Shiny was ready for the 
show and the athletic fraternity hailed 
her comeback. The 800m, you see, in 
India is synonymous with the name of 
Shiny Wilson. 

Today, when you confront Shiny, 
she looks more contended and 
relaxed. She owns a house in a posh 
area in the Kerala capital and a flat in 
the heart of Madras. She has certainly 
made good use of her cash awards, by 
buying assets in the form of real estate. 
Today she, along with P.T. Usha and 
M.D. Valsamma, can claim to be one 
of the most affluent and successful 
women athletes in India. 

At Wilson Cherian's railway 
quarters on Poonamalee High Road, 
one could hear a child crying. Shiny 
was dressing her cute daughter Shilpa 

Charniino and shy, Shiny hat had a long 
liilaniational carter behind her. Sheplans to 
cali ft qohs allar the SAF Games in 
Indian athletics will be mnehthe poerer for that 
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(now, over 4 years of age) who was 
crying because she didn't like the pair 
of shoes her mother had chpsen 
"She's become very choosy,now that 
she IS able to differentiate colours and 
understand better", said a smiling 
Shiny, adding proudly, "she is going 
to school' 

Previously the middle distance 
runner had a hectic time shuttling bet 
ween Bangalore, Patiala and Ooty (for 


high altitude training) and I had to 
take Shilpa to all these places But 
now It is not possible to travel like that 
because of her educational 

With husband Wilson Chorion, a swimming 
champion in his own right and now a coach 
They mat at tha SAF Gamas at Kathmandu and it 
was loss at first sight Their daughter Shilpa, 
over four yoars of age, has already shown 
some aptlmde when she came first in her 
school sports. So. is it going to bo, 'like mother, 
like daughter* or *like father, like daughter* ^ 
Only time will tell 


commitments When both of us 
(Wilson) are out my sister and 
Raniith (Tamil Nadu state football 
player) take care of her 

The captain of the Indian team at 
the Barcelona Olympics Shiny 
Wilson who won the 800rn bron/e 
and 1 600m relay silver at the 
Hiroshima Asian Games said that her 
closest rival m the 800m at the 
moment was Bengal s Jyotiimoyee 
Sikdar It didn t come as a shock 
when Jyotirmoyee beat me at the 
Lucknow preparatory camp for the 
Hiroshima Asiad 1 thought at least 
there was a challenger The reason for 
Shiny s defeat was that after I won 
the 400m event at the trials I had only 
half an hour to prepare lor the 800m 1 
was very Hied 

Well 1 expected Sikdar to do well at 
Hiroshima but at the same lime I was 
confident 1 d beat her Although 
Sikdar didn t fare well at Hiroshima 
She however managed a berth in the 
800m final as there were only seven 
competitors (smiles) I think I can still 
beat her ' said Shiny nonchalantly 
her attitude stemming from supreme 
confidence 

Theie is also criticism doing the 
rounds in the athletics circuit the fact 
that since iheie is no opposition in the 
800m event Shiny is having a field 
day So is it time lor he r to retire and 
give young talent a chanci ^ Shiny fell 
quite uneasy while replying but did 
not make an effort to dodge the issue 
Frankly speaking I would have 
called It a day aftei the Hiroshima 
Asiad but my well wishi rs wanted 
me to continue If my detractors 
think that I am still continuing to take 
part because there is no opposition 
then they have misunderstood me 1 
cenamly don i agree with their vit ws 
1 like niy event so I toniinue to 
participate in it There s nothing 
wrong in that she said sternly 

If endurance and longevit> is the 
sole factors to judge Shiny s 
accomplishments then she is also the 
only woman athlete to have 
participated in all the SAF Games 
(from Kathmandu to Dhaka) and now 
she's getting ready for the ensuing 
SAF Games in Madras come 
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December With a pleasant smile 
Shiny confirmed 1 won gold medals 
in all of them and I intend to 
participate in my last international 
race in the Madras SAF Games I m 
planning to take part in the 400m the 
800m and the 4 x 400m relay but it all 
depends on the timings of these 
events However I do want others to 
enter the fray 

I would have refrained from 
taking part in the coming SAF Games 
but I have being persuaded 
by most people here And what can 
you say when Shilpa s school 
principal requests me to participate 
She told me that she will look after 
Shilpa during my training sessions 
You know Shilpa came first in the 
school sports meet claimed the 
proud mother 

Indian women in the 800m have 
always do e well at the Asian level 
But who v\ ill fill the void after Shiny 
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retires? It is a question which has been 
asked, but the answer to it is not 
forthcoming. “You see my nearest 
rival has been Jyotirmoyee Sikdar but 
unfortunately she has been 
inconsistent as far as her timings are 
concerned. However, Sikdar has done 
well in the 1,500m recently in the 
Bangalore Inter-State meet. We have 
Beenamol in the ranks but we still 
have to see how she fares. 

"The best prospect at this moment is 
Tamil Nadu's SolaimathL the find of 
the Bangalore Inter-State and 
adjudged to be the best woman 
athlete there; winning three 
individual golds and a relay medal. 

She did exceptionally well. Solaimathi 
is a teenager who is strongly build. If 
she gets proper guidance, that is diet 
and training, then the Madurai-based 
15-year-old is potentially the most 
talented. She docked 53.9 sec. in the 
400m which Is good enough for Asian 


standards," disclosed Shiny. 

In spite of confirming the reservoir 
of talent that is available, Sluny is also 
concerned at the way China has made 
gigantic strides in the world of 
athletics. "At the moment, China is 
way ahead of all the Asian nations. I 
still remember even when m the 1986 
Asiad I was disqualified in the 800m, 
the best Chinese runner in this event 
was at least 20 yards behind me. But 
what I witnessed at Hiroshima was 
that within a span of four years, the 
Chinese have outclassed us. This also 
goes to show that while China is 
forging ahead in leaps and bounds, we 
are lagging far behind them." Does 
she mean that Indian athletics has 
stagnated ? 

The Federation has shown concern 
about the high athletic standard 
prevailing in China and it has been 
noticed that for the last 2/3 years, the 
authorities are making an all-out 


AawMtaNir that will maka aw Mask 

arida. A mat Aaiaa aa4 aadaa^ 

SMay WHaaa hapM that ^ 


yoaagalklalaawillfallawialiarwalia 

effort to improve the lot of athletes. 
"They have been more co-operative 
and have been taking a lot of 
initiative, like lookmg into the 
problems, taking suggestions etc.," 
Shmy opined 

The conversation was coming to an 
end And it was time to ask her for 
some final thoughts about the future 
"It's adieu for me after December as I 
want to pay more attention to my 
domestic life. Wilson and I met in the 
inaugural SAP Games in Kathmandu 
and together we will retire from 
competitive sport after the Madras 
extravaganza," concluded the Deputy 
Manager of FCI Sports Section. 

One thing's for sure, the S AF Games 
m Madras is going to be a real party... 
Shmy's partyl 

photographs GEORGSprancis/scow>news 
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ANALYSIS 


WORD WARS! 


So you thought the West Indies only depended on their fast bowlers to psyche 
out the opposition. However, recent revelations point to them using sledging 
as well. And the Australians also retaliating in similar manner 


BY ANDY O'BRIEN, PERTH 

S O you ve heaid ihai the 
ongoing Australia West 
Indies senes is being billed as 
the unoffiaal world 
championship of cricket Well by all 
reports it could well also become the 
world championships for 
gamesmanship on a cricket field That 
the Australians are masters of the art 
there is no doubt—they were even 
nicknamed the ugly Australians 
under Ian Chappell But it has now 
came to light that the Windies 
crickc ters are not far behind and that 
the Australian tour of the West Indies 
lour years ago was the most hostile 
senes in the history of contemporary 
cricket 

1 ormer Aussie skipper Allan Border 
has recently come out all guns blazing 
against the Windies calling them 
masters of the subtle remark Over 
the years wrote Border in a column 
why IS It that everybociy else are 
painted as the bad boys and the poor 
old West Indians are always hard done 
by It takes two U) tango as they say 
and the Windies side I ve played 
against never minded dishing out a bit 
themselves fhey ha\e four fast 
bowlers filing away a lot of bouncers 
being \ Cl y aggressive and blokes 
chipping away with comments on the 
field Problem is the Windies don t 
particularly like it in reverse Their 
chatter is pretty constant as they 
get up their bowlers _ 

And what are the kind of things the 

Sledging it an interaational phenomenon 
During me Australian tour of the West Indies in 
91, mere was a lot of bad blood bocausa of 
sledging Picture shows me Australians 
appoalTC niaaaa during the first Test at 
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Windies say. Border gives some they are going to get him." from my hip pocket It was 'Dessi' at 

examples: "Get him on his "Dessie Haynes, at bat pad, always bat pad—'please Curtly^ take this 

stepladder"—meaning get him likes to do a bit of chat from under the man out, one good bouncer, that's all I 

Jumping, playing the ball around the helmet," wntes Border. "The Aussics pray for.' He literally had his hands 

chin. Or "he's been playing on the 5th had a bit of falling out with him on the together I never think anything of 

floor, get him on to the 12th floor", last tour and I've heard abusive is the stuff like that. Have a dash at a West 

"get him to smeU some leather" or "I term he has used to descnbe us m his Indian, though, and they always go on 

think he wants to hook—^we can help 1993 biography. Well, I've never the offensive." However, some West 

him out. All the terms from their made this comment public before, but Indians don't think this is the case 

fielders are basically telling a batsman in one Test, I heard this voice almost West Indies' great Viv Richards' 















recently admitted freely that he 
taunted Craig McDermott in 1991 
calling him chicken hearted 
Richards says he still can t come to 
terms with a fast bowler who has no 
guts McDermott was apparently in 
Richards words backing away from 
fast bowling after being so verbal and 
aggressive with his own bowling 
The disdain is clearly mutual as 
McDermott indicated in his 1992 
autobiography when he said the Tests 
on the 91 tour of the Caribbean were 
the most unpleasant Tve played in 
"I have never before since 
encountered so much personal 
hostility on the field as 1 did then, 


McDermott wrote in h is book Strike honest and say that he had a lot to give 
Bowler verbally and 1 have no regrets m 

While batting 1 was sometimes saying what 1 did to him When you 

called a white coward That was have a guy who is giving it out 

by no means the worst of the insults verbally and with the ball he 
Richards says he has never heard of shouldn t be looking to lake the gas 
any racist remarks yet acet pts there that early in terms of backing away 
was a lot said in that 91 senes In a and chucking it in when he bats One 

way wt were all at fault says the thing you can always say about the 

Master Blaster 1 he demand for West Indu s last bowlers over the 

winning in the 80 s and 90 s has been years is that they vt got stuck in 

so high that there is always tensions when they vc baited You might get 

when both sides want to do well them out but they art not going to 

When the Australians arrived here in hack away because of a lack of heart 
91 they said this was the trip when we They can give but they also know 
were vulnerable to be beaten I don t how to take That s very important 
think we were ready for that to The clear hint is that McDermott 

happen So there was some bad will be largetttd all over again in the 

blood Caribbean on this tour also 1 d 

On the McDermott issue Richards probably expect that Warnie s going 
hasn t changed his opinion 111 be I a fair workout as well predicts 


Crnig McDrrniott Viv RicfiflrcJs cnlled him 
rt cowflrd bccatisfi he wns afrnid (o hat 
nqainst tim West Indian fast howlers 
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McDermott 

Of course, it is a well known faa 
that there is nothing more dangerous 
than an angry West Indian fast 
bowler Taunting the Windies will 
only get you into a lot of hot water 
Bruised batsmen and agitated 
Windies fast bowlers have always 
gone hand in hand 

On that 1991 tour, for instance, 
McDermott was allowed to net just 18 
runs in five Tests at an average of 2 3 3 
Once when McDermott joined Mark 
Waugh in the final Test at Antigua, the 
pair received 15 consecutive short 
deliveries, prompting Waugh to tell 
his partner, "Can you please do 
something to get out so that these 
bastards will stop bowling bouncers " 

Even the self styled guru of 
technique Geoff Boycott decided to 


wear a helmet when he turned 40 
because he thought that without one 
It would provoke the West Indian fast 
bowlers 

As a batsman what you must never 
do IS taunt a Windies quickie 
Gavaskar followed that rule and was 
very sutcesslul A lot cyl ( ount> 
players in England resorted to ratial 
abuse and were taught a lesson Rut 
Allan Border clarifies the Aussie stand 
on racial sledging The black man 
over several hundred yeais has had a 
tough time of it in certain walks ol hie 
but I can absolutely giiarantc e that 
when we play cricket against the West 
Indies we have nothing hut respect 
for them It there has been veibai 
duelling It has nothing to do with race 
colour religion or whatc’vcr The 
words came m the context of just 


wanting to stay in the contest against a 
Very aggressive c hampion team A lot 
of times people seem to hide behind 
the comment It s a racist remark if 
you do have a go at a bloke and y«)u re 
white and he s blac k 

Border recalls an incident In 1984 
I lecall lacing up to Joel Ciaini r in 
Barbados at the end o! what was a 
long hard senes for us 1 d been hit 200 
time s and I d ducked anothc r 200 
short balls that senes It was the last 
innings ol the last lest and big foe I 
very nearl> hit me with a bouncer lust 
ball As I sort ol got up Hooked back 
down the pilch and called him a hig 
black 

I don ! know whethci it was just to 
lire him up or not but oiu ol his 
leanmiates ran fiack to loel and told 
him 1 called him a Big black Now 
Joel IS among the lavourile jieojde I \ c 
ever pla>ed against plus it sjusinotm 
iny naiiiie to say siu h a thing 
An> wav lor the Jialf hoiu Ik lore 
stumps I look a fi w fiarnmermgs I 
survi\c‘d but during the warm ups 
next morning I Icli his hig hand on my 
shoulder AB what did yom all me 
yesterday^ 

I told him straight— ) on nearly 
hit me with a houncei first up I called 
} oil a big so and so He sort of looked at 
me Ok man andjusi walked away 

Boidc r admits that because the 
cricket IS so haul against the West 
Indies ojiposing teams liiid il very 
hardiosay Ok you vebt>un(ed the 
hell out of ITU all ciay I m going to 
base a drink with you alter play 

Against the West Indu s 
1 oncludes Border e\ eryone has 
liecome accustomed to losing My 
own theory was you just had to show 
more steel against them II they 
msconstrue il as being unsociable 
sledging or racist, they are way off the 
mark 

Richards feels that it s something 
you like to forget 1 et s hope that s 
how the two teams now baiilmg it out 
in the Caribbean seen Otherwise 
the two former skippers may have laid 
the foundations for a deadly verbal 
war never seen in the annals of 
cricket And that woiildn i be good lor 
the already marred image of world 
cricket • 
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Just a short while ago world chess was plagued by 
factionalism, butPCA and Fide have now reached 
a compromise and an unified chess body is 
in the offing 


I N organising their respective 
world chess championship 
cycles, the PCA and Fide have 
not managed to avoid the 
theoretical possibility of Gata Kamsky 
playing himself for both titles in 1996 
Since Garri Kasparov walked out in 
1993 taking the Fide title with him 
and playing an unauthorised match 
against Nigel Short, it has been an 
awkward situation At public 
functions in Moscow, both Karpov 
and Kasparov would get to their feet 
when the real world champion was 
asked to stand up Further 
complicating the situation was the 
reemergence of Bobby Fischer from 
hibernation The loony fringe of 
American chess, which is aaually 
close to the mainstream, wanted him 
to be acknowledged as the undefeated 
world champion! Fide had the 
legitimacy and the organisation 
strength in depth Kasparov had the 
chart' Tia, the marketmg skills and the 
a\ lilt i to raise substantial funds in 
sponsorship merely by bemg Gam 


Kasparov—the strongest player in the 
list He also had almost a pathological 
hatred for Fide President Florenao 
Campomanes and possibly justifiable 
contempt for the inability of the 
offiaal organisation which includes 
some 177 countries to market what 
Kasparov knew was a very saleable 
game in the high-tech cable 
TV-Internet era 

However, Kasparov also knew that 
he could not unseat Campo and he 
craved the universal recognition that 
he was still world champion The PCA 
cycle IS supported by Intel and so is 
their Grand Prix Money was no 
problem but there was a certain lack of 
legitimacy 

The chance for a rapprochement 
came m 1994 The Olympiad 
financing fell through and 
host-nation Greece withdrew, some 
say at the behest of Mrs Short who is 
Greek and apparently has political 
influence This was a Fide eleaion 
year, so the world body was desperate. 

Viswaiwdian Amnd: Ha alto mains a tirdiig 
contandar for tha world chaniploiisbip tMa 





At the last instant Kasparov played 
the role of a white knight, organising, 
funding and arranging for the event to 
be hosted ui Moscow After 
dosed-door negotiations with 
Campo, he campaigned from nation 
to nation to support the Filipino's 
reelection bid and worked out a quid 
pro quo 

Campo would ensure (if he was 
reelected) that Gam was 
acknowledged as the "Real World 
Champion" Both these concurrent 
cycles would be played out—but the 
Fide winner would then have to play a 



Tbf Ihioritical possibility sxisis that Kamsky 
has to play hiaisolf for tho rounificatiofl match 
1019861 

match against the PC A champion to 
reunify the world title 
PCA would find the funding and 
run subsequent Fide cycles—but 
there would be only one contest in 
1999 In effect. Fide would license the 
world uile cycle out to PCA In all a 
happy compromise would be reached 
Well Campo was reelected after a 
strenuous campaign So the current 
state of the world title thus is Kamsky 
plays Karpov in the Fide finals after 
hnishing his PCA final match against 
Anand, the winner of Kamsky - 
Karpov then meets the winner of 
Kasparov—versus the winner of 
Kamsky-Anand In short, if Kamsky 
wms both his current matches and 
goes on to beat Gam Kasparov he will 
have to play himself in a mega-dollar 
reunification match Despite the 
absurdity, there would be a lot of cash 
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Karpov exporience and a super strong 
motivational drive makes him a very feared 
opponent for the championship title 

dt stake and sonit inieiestin^ 
contractual obligations may be 
invoked to force payment to both the 
winner and loser of Kamsky veisus 
Kamsky 

It would be against the odds that 
Ciaia despite his irernendous showing 
last year will be able to work his way 
successfully through this gruelling 
schedule The Anand-Kamsky match 
favours Kamsky in practice — but 
only slightly Ground reality is, this 
match IS likely to be won by the player 
who k( eps his nerve better in 
high^vi tage situations The ratings 
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and past records predict a very narrow 
victory for Anand and he must have 
learnt a lesson from his loss from 2-0 
ahead at Sanghinagar 

The Karpov match also favours 
Kamsky but only on the grounds of 
physical fitness The Fide world 
champion is equally nerveless and 
only the strain of playing a long match 
at 44 may prevent himlfrom being at his| 
impregnable best Both Anand and 
Karpov are more-rounded players 
than Gala—comfortable in a larger 
repertoire of positions and capable of 
doing more creative things However, 
assuming Gata's nerves and physical 
fitness combined with his steely 
determination take him through one 


or both matches he still has to meet 
Kasparov. Here the record definitely 
favours the older man. 

At 33, in 1996 Gam will still be in 
his prime. He is not only the strongest 
player ever according to his past 
performances, he is also the 
best-prepared and most versatile. And 
the nerves of a man who has won the 
last game of a world championship 



P E 


RSPECT IVE 


thrice in decisive drcumstances, to 
take and then retain the title, cannot 
be questioned. In addition Kasparov 
has a strong motivational dnve— 
probably stronger than Karpov and 
Anand. His mentor, former world 
champion Mikhail Botvinnik once 
said, "'Garik thinks of the title, as his 
title, a possession to be carefully 
guarded in the same way he thinks of 


his wife and his house" He also has a 
terrible personal relationship with the 
Kamskys who have continuously 
blamed any career setbacks and 
difficulties on his "Hidden hand". The 
Armenian-Jewish polyglot from 
Azerbaidjan has a tremendous 

Garri Kasparov: playad tba rola of a whits 
knight in uniting tha PCA and Hda 



personal record against Kamsky—a 
stnng of viaories unmarred by a 
single defeat. According to ratings he 
should run out winner with a four - 
game lead in a 24- game match 

Interestingly, both Anand and 
Karpov appear to have better chances 
to acquit themselves creditably if they 
face off against Kasparov. Anand has. 
four wins to seven losses and Karpov 
has a 49 per cent score after nearly 200 
games spread over 11 years. Kasparov 
himself says, "Vishy Anand is a 
serious nval who can win a match 
against anyone". Be that as it may, the 
split has probably been excellent for 
chess in the long run. Two concurrent 
cycles meant a lot more in the way of 
hard-fighting contests between an 
extremely talented bunch of young 
Turks namely Anand, 

Kamsky, Gelfand, Lautier, Adams and 
Kramnik 

The PCA's successful attempts to 
popularise the game by experimental 
short time-controls, organising 
corporate sponsors and online 
matches has also made it far more 
accessible to the general public. Fide's 
response of more youth events and 
the policy of" catching'em young" 
has also tapped new reservoirs of 
talent. In the computer-literate 
generation of the 1990'sJ there are 
some 6000 regular tournament 
players mostly under voting age. Of 
course, all this has been helped along 
by both developments in technology 
and the opening up of the Second 
World after the collapse of 
Communism. 

Going crystal-gazmg, Kasparov has 
a fair chance to enshrine himself as the 
last human being to hold the world 
title. Even he has lost two games in the 
last year to the Silicon Brigade By 
2002 Fritz and Chess Genius or their 
descendants may well be 
wood-pushing for the title and the 
disputes are likely to be about 
interfering with each other's power 
supply and introducing diabolical 
viruses. Kamsky also has the chance 
of being not just the last human being 
to hold the world title but also the 
youngest ever • 


SPORT 
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P ICK up a newspapci 

nowadays and all you read 
about is violence, corruption 
and the negative aspects of 
our society. You hardly get to read 
something that is positive There was a 
time you could switch to the sports 
pages and got your share of 
'constructive' news. But it now seems 
that even that will be a thing of the 
past, for even sport is undergoing a 
massive credibility ciisis. 

Take a look aioiind and it will make 
you wonder whether you ought to 
waste your time and money watching 
something you're not sure is genuine 
Since Ben Johnson was snared at 
the 1988 Olympics in Seoul, athletics 
has had enough doping scandals to 
make you positive that the sport has 
now become a competition where 
drug taking is the most effective and 
the best camouflaged. The Chinese 
women have made a mockery of their 
gender, the world of swimming and 
middle distance running, just as the 
Russians had done to weightlifting 
and the East Germans to every other 
conceivable sport. The new unified 
German government recently 
announced that it is undertaking a 
campaign to eliminate drugs in 
German sport, but if it has the time to 
browse through the documents it has 
seized during raids of the erstwhile 
East German secret police (the 
doaiments now fill entire 
warehouses) they will realise that 
they have to revamp an entire system, 
not just a few individuals. 

Many East German sportspersons. I 



especially women, are now revealing 
how they were doped in the form 
of injections and pills from a very 
young age without knowing what 
they were taking. 

Now with the Chinese taking over 
from where the East Germans left, 
the spectator is now led to believe that 
every athlete is being doped, and that 
more importantly he (the fan) is being 
duped. The straw that broke the back 
of the proverbial camel was the report 
that a sixty-year-old lady who 
represented Australia in lawn bowling 
(you know the under hand variety a la 
Trevor Chappell) was suspended 
when she tested positive to a dope 
test. Come on, give me a break! What 
are we coming to. Nick Leeson's 
financial misdoings must pale in 
comparison to what we now see in 
sport. 

Three footballers (and a girlfirend) 
are jailed in England for connections 
with possible match fixing. The owner 
of French club Marseilles Bernard 
Tapie, begins a court case against 
charges of bribery. In Italy, 
newspapers claim that no't only did 
the mafia have the Prime Minister of 
the country in their pay, but that they 
also control much of Italian football. 

In Malaysia over 80 players are 
suspended for apparent involvement 
in bribery scandals. And the 
Malaysian league is suspended. In 
Singapore football players have been 
jailed along with businessmen 
thought to have connections with 
Nick LcMon't financial miadoings pala in 
comparison to tha avil influancas wa now son 
in sport 
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betting syndicates. 

One Czech player named Vana is a 
felon in Singapore where he played in 
the league and was a national hero. 
When caught for fixing matches, he 
escaped from Singapore, taking a 
flight to Indonesia. The Singaporean 
authorities are livid more so because 
Vana had the audacity to take a flight 
from Indonesia and transited in 
disguise through Singapore ontiis 
way back to Prague. 

Cricket's credibility too has taken a 
beating with Salim Malik and 
Intikabh Alam being suspended by 
Pakistan because of Australian 
allegations involving them in bribery. 
The Australians too have their share 
of bribery scandals now in their own 
domestic league with players reported 
to have bet on their teams and on 
themselves.-But that's not new, since 
that first recorded incident of 
cricketers betting involved two 
Australian cricketers—^Rod Marsh 
and Dennis Lillee—who in the 70's 
wagered that England would beat 
them. 

At a 100 to 1 odds they made a 
pocket full of money when the 
outcome of the Test was precisely as 
they had betted. In those days, of 
course, the money was mere pocket 
change. Lillee and Marsh bought the 
team a round of drinks with their 
winnings. Today talk is in hundreds of 
thousands of dollars. And the love of 
money says the bible is "root of all 
evil." 

To end, here's an incident which 
happened to a colleague while 
covering a four-nation cricket 
tournament abroad. He was 
interviewing a Pakistani cricketer in 
the player's hotel room when a bookie 
made an appeamace and openly 
discussed bets amounting to lakhs of 
rupees (pet/in betting slang) with 
the interviewee and his room mate. 
The Interview over, when the 
journalist closed the door behind him, 
he heard the senior Pakistani cricketer 
chastising the bookie and the other 
cricketer for talking about bets in front 
of a journalist. 

Tell me what credibility does sport 
have left? 

Andy O' Brien 
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MUQABLA! 

Why cricketiiuj confrontations between India and Pakistan are| 
r> 1 r P tlutn a mere battle between bat and hall 
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Contrary to popular conception^ 
fielding not only needs good practice. 


Just think about it How often do our players throw caution to the wind And 
themselves, on the ground ? To be fair, however, the fault dtjes not lie with them 

It lies with our ground conditions 

And It’s not limited to cricket but extends to other playing fields as well. 

rhey’re devoid of grass, they’re hard and, what’s more, they’re hard on the players 

Therefore, we present our range of sprinkler systems Such as large area sprinklers, 
that have satisfied many well known cricket fields including the much talked about 
Mohali Cricket Stadium Other systems like pop-ups, automatic and semi-automatic 
have also been used on prestigious sports fields like Nehru Ftxitball Stadium-Madras, 
Royal Calcutta Golf Course, Bangalore Racecourse and National Stadium- Delhi. 

All of which were made-to-order and backed by our thirty years experience 
in the field. 

St) to know more about what we can do for you, simply call 

And then, let the players have, well, a field day. 
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L ast year, the world 
celebrated the 50th 
anniversary of the Normandy 
landings which half a century 
ago,eventually led to the fall of Hitler's 
Third Reich. Yet ask any half-decent 
history student to name the turning 
point of Hitler's campaign (and for 
that matter even that of the other 
great diaator-general Napolean), and 
they must pomt to the Russian' 
campaigns of the two great 
conquerors. Why? Simply because the 
harsh Russian winters took a great 
physical and emotional toll on the 
conquenng armies. 

Now you must be wondenng what 
connection these Russian winters 
from historic wars have with 
cricketing encounters between India 
and Pakistan. Simply thisl That we can 
draw a fai fetched (but equally 
relevant) parallel between history and 
the cncketing wars between the two 
sub-continental nvals. Just as the 
Russian winters changed the course of 
European (and world history), one 
particular incident seems to have 
altered the course of the history of 
one-day cncket between India and 
Pakistan. 

The reference is to Pakistan's 
one wicket win in the final of the 
Austral-Asia Cup at Shanah in the 
April of 1986. That famous (or 
infamous) last ball six of Javed 
Miandad off the hapless Chetan 
Sharma. That blow from Miandad's 
bat seemingly did more than merely 

Dogs of wan tlw imaiitity of an 
ladia-Pakitlan criekot baltio at Shariak 
haa to bo toon to bo bollovofi 


gg FOUR SQUARE 

Batting.for §n(0^: 



































C O VER STORY 


MUQAB 



Why cricketing encounters between India and Pakistan 
are more than a mere battle between bat and ball 


win the match and tournament for 
Pakistan It seems to have hit Indian 
cncketing morale (vis*a-vis Pakistan) 
for a SIX 

Consider these facts Between their 
first onenlay encounter played in 
October 1978 and that dreaded (from 
the Indian point of view) Austral-Asia 
Cup final India and Pakistan had 
faced each other in 16 limited overs 
games all over the world Of these, 
India had won a majority (eight) with 
Pakistan victorious in 7 and one game 
being abandoned 

Since Miandad's histone stroke in 
April 1986, till the start of the present 
Asia Cup in Shaijah, the two countne< 
met 24 times worldwide, with a 
tremendous reversals in fonunes 
India has won a mere four of these 24, 
with Pakistan taking 19 and one game 
being abandoned 

Of the grand total of 40 onodayers 
played between the two traditional 
rivals, Pakistan has won 26 times, as 
many as 12 of these wins commg in 
Shaijah itself In contrast, out of 
India's share of 12 wins, only three 
have come in Shaijah 

In faa, since that last ball six off 

Moin Khan probably aavar avaa droaaic af 
baoomiag Pakialaa eaptala ana day 
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c hcian Sliarnta, till this Asia C up, 
Pakistan have beaten India 11 times in 
Shariah India beaiins Pakistan jiisi 
once in Sharjah ihe round robin 
gamco! the 1*^91 Wills Trophy in 
which we lost to Pakistan in a 
controversial linal five days latei The 
oiher two wins at Sharjah had been on 
the first two occasions they met there 
Which means that India has beaten 
Pakistan in Sharjah only once in the 
decade since March 1985 And the Iasi 
time an Indian cajrtain was presented 
the mam silverware by Abdul 
Rehman Hukhatir was m the Sharjah 
( up exactly seven years ago, a 
tournaineni m which sans Pakistan 
India overcame opposition Iroin Sri 
I anka and New Zealand 
Funnily Pakistan s desert 
domination is not only limited to 
India Of the last eight tournaments m 
Sharjah dating back from March '89 
oui neighbours have annexed seven 
trophies, finishing runners-up to the 
West Indies on the other occasion Of 
the sixteen tournaments held m 
Sharjah till this Asia C up, Pakistan 
either won or finished runners-up in 
13 ot them (eight wins and live second 
place finishes) Now with those tacts 
before you, it is understandable that it 
lakes a brave and tremendously 
patriotic Indian expat to turn up at 
the Sharjah cm kei ground to openly 
wave the tricolour m support of his 
learn More often than not, he risks 
being ridiculed and abused by that 
majority of spectators who wave the 
green flag which bears a white 
crescent and star 

Yet, strangely enough even though 
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India's hope talks to Sri Lanka's hope 
Sachin Tondulknr and Aravinda D'Silva in 
convorsation 

Pakistan are the current world 
champions they have never been 
Asian champions failing to win any o( 
the four Asia Cups held so far Lven in 
the only previous Asia Cup held in 
Sharjah in 1984 they succumbed to 
India and Sri Lanka to finish third 
Even Sn Lanka have held the honour 
of being Asian champions beating 
Pakistan and Bangladesh in the 1986 
tournament held in Sn I anka itself 

UT then this present tournament 

in Sharjah was not about winning 
the Asia Cup was U'^lt was more about 
who came out winners in the 
India-Pakistan game (or games, as the 
case may be) Cricket followers from 
both sides would probably not mind if 
Sn Lanka ended up playing 
Bangladesh in the final jut as long as 
their team was guaranteed to win that 
clash of the titans on April 7 
Nevertheless right from the very 
start It seemed that this was indeed 
one ol the best opportunities India 
had of toppling the tables on their 
Sharjah nemesis mainly because the 
Pakistan team (nay Pakistan cricket 
as a whole) is presently as disjointed as 
an unsolved jigsaw puzzle riddled by 
scandal and uncertainty One sure 
sign of this chaos was that they named 
their captain only a few days before 
they left for Dubai 
Not only did there seem to be a 
shortage of people who could take 
over Pakistan s troubled capnaincy 
there are reports that they struggled to 
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find quality players to make their 
team. 

In contrast, India had a host of 
players vying for places in their squad. 
Which brings us to the point about the 
''system" of team selection in India. 
Why is it that we are hung up about 
having three spinners who have to be 
of different "types"? Why is it that it 
has become absolutely mandatory 
that we take a leg spinner, an off 
spinner, and an orthodox left armer in 

This present tournament 
in Sharjah was not about 
winning the Asia Cup, was 
it? It was more about who 
came out winners in the 
India-Pakistan game. 
Cricket followers from 
both sides would probably 
not mind if Sri Lanka 
ended up playing 
Bangladesh in the final 

the squad? Instead, why can t we take 
the three best spinners in the country 
(those likely to make an impact), no 
matter what trade they ply. The fact 
that Sri Lanka and Pakistan have a 
host of left hand batsmen does not 
necessarily justify taking an off 
spinner Just for the sake of having one. 
This is not to belittle the Aashish 
Kapoors or any of the other off 
spinners in India. The point is simply 
that we ought not to restrict ourselves 



lU^MAL JUIKA 
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Bangladesh 

Zimbabwe 

Emirates Cricket Board 


Counby 

Pakistan 

West Indies 

India 

Australia 

England 

New Zealand 

Sri Lanka 

Bangladesh 

Zimbabwe 

Emirates Cricket Board 


All the statistics updated till April 4,1995 

Compiled by Hariprasad Chattopadhyay 



SUCCESS IN TOURNAMENTS AT SHARJAH 

Cmmiiy 
Pakistan 
West Indies 
India 
England 
Sri Lanka 
Australia 
New Zealand 


15 

6 

12 

2 

10 

5 

4 

1 

1 

1 


S 

4 

3 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


5 

0 

4 

0 

4 

2 

1 

0 

0 

0 


70.00 

06.66 

41.66 

50.00 

20.00 

20.00 

12.50 


Pakistan won all three Austral-Asla Cup tournaments held In 1986,1990 and 
1994 


PERFORMANCES AT SHARJAH 


Metchee 

Won Loot 

Abandoned 

SecGoeePerceiilaoe 

47 

35 

12 


74.46 

22 

13 

9 


59.09 

36 

19 

17 


52.77 

13 

6 

7 


46.15 

5 

2 

3 


40.00 

12 

4 

8 


33.33 

25 

4 

21 


16.00 

2 


2 


0.00 

2 

0 

2 


0.00 

2 

0 

2 


0.00 


by set "systems" of selection, but 
rather keep an open mind. Why 
would it be considered blasphemous 
to selea two leg spinners (who 
happen to be different kinds of leg 
spinners) in place of a leggie and an off 

While the pressure wes on Indie end 
Pekisten. the Sri Lankans could afford to 
relax a bit and take It easy 


spinner? 

The West Indies in their heydays 
didn't incorporate a spinner just 
because tradition dictated that a team 
normally had a slow bowler in the 
eleven. Even the Australians used two 
leg spinners in an Ashes Test recently 
going against all tradition. It's lime 
India too got rid of the idea of having 
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INDIA l/s. PAKISTAN AT SH, 


ri^id toimiilat* foi selection and 
hecariie nioie recejilive to 
experiineniaiion Aflerall, hasn't the 
talk hcen all ahoiil hiiildin^ a team lor 
next year s World Ciip^ But in the 
niulsi ol our anxious shoii term 
amhitionstoheal Pakistan at Sharjah 
we seemed to ha\e failed to look 
beyond oui noses to the moie 
important lon^ teim plans Hut then 
the intensity ol an India-Pakistan 
ciicket battle is so j’leai that such 
lapses can easily be excusc’d 
I specially since they pale in 
compaiison to tlic spoils that a victory 
aj»ainsi Pakistan can piov ide 

Bui let us noi j^el carried away No 
mallei what ihe outcome at Sharjah 
this v\eek a loss to Pakistan isn t the 
end ol all India s ciu keliiiy' hopes 
Similarly avicioiy won i mem that 
we are the best team in the world 
I cl s look at It lealisiicdlly Yes oui 
baiting; line-up is apparently very 
strong well at least, on paper But 
who can deny that the ovei- reliance 
on SachiiiTendiilkar isa very basically 
unheahhv si^ii Are we prepared to 
face Ihe time when, CjocI forbid the 
y oimyi genius expericnces a bad 
patch’ More importantly, can a team 
so dependent on sporadic indiv idual 
perloimances rally to become a 
competent iiiut^ 

Oiii bowling no longer seems to 
have It in ihem to bowl out the 
opposition in SO overs Yet it is 
supposedly superior to the Indian 
attacks ol the early 80 s, a time when 
India bowled out the opposition with 
surprising regulaiity 


MARCH 22,19BS (INDIA 12S IN 42.4; PAKISTAN 87 IN 32.S 
IMRAN 8 FOR 141 

India beat Pakistan in an astonishing match. Imran Khan took six wickets 
for 14 runs when India were put in, yet still ended up on the losing side. 
The batsmen were undone by an overdamp pitch in the morning which 
turned sharply as soon as spin was applied. Quite easily the most talented 
innings was the 47 by Mohd. Azharuddin. Gavaskar held four brilliant 
catches, three of them diving efforts at slip. 

APRIL 18.1986 (INDIA 245-4 IN 46; PAKISTAN 246-9 IN 56) 

The first Austral-Asia Cup final was won by Pakistan off the very last ball 
against India. With 4 runs needed to win, JavedMiandad struck Chetan 
Sharma's final delivery for his third six. 

India, put in to bau were given an excellent start by Gavaskar, Srikkanth 
and Vengsarkar who put on 200 for only one wicket. However they 
slumped from 216 for 2 to 245 for 7 when Imran and Wasim returned to 
attack. Pakistan's requirement of just under 5 an over drifted to 9 with 10 

Vouaisaiia Mamie oaealhabaciiboiw of PaUilHarielnl * 



Am odd wni hcic <)\er Pakistan or 
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JAH: CLASSIC ENCOUNTERS 


oven remeining. But Miandad and Qadir picked up the rate m their fifth 
wtdcet stand of 71 and Mundad kept the impetus going With India's field 
set to prevent a four, he won the match in the most dramatic manner by 
hitting hk third six (In an unbeaten knock of 116) 

OCTOBER 15k 1989 (INDIA 273-4 IN 45: PAKISTAN 274-4 IN 44.4) 

Pakistan outwitted India in a high scoring match in which the match 
aggregate of 547 runs was the best ever between these two teams. India 
reached its highest score at Sharjah due to splendid efforts of Snkkanth 
(51). Sidhu's maiden hundred (108)andMohindcr Amarnath'sSS (off 78 
balls). All of Pakistan's batsmen made useful contributions and Imran's 
captuncy made the difference 

OCTOBER 18.1991 (INDIA 238-4 IN 50; PAKISTAN 178 IN 44.4) 

India defeated Pakistan at Sharjah after eight consecutive losses Sanjay 
Manjrekar's (72) and Tendulkar's unbeaten 52 were instrumental in India 
putting a reasonable score and then Prabhakar and Raju struck vital blows 
in crucial stages to enable India to win 

OCT. 23.1991 (PAKISTAN 257/7 IN 50; INDIA 253-7 IN 50) 

Only 4 runs separated the two teams in a match m which excitement 
was lively up to the last ball bowled in extremely dim light This was the 
match which opened a Pandora's bolt of controvcisies 
India's deasion to agree to play a 50 over match after a delayed start (of 
30 minutes), some unawareness of the tournament rules while chasing 
and its lethargic approach in the middle overs cost them the match 
While Aamir Sohail's 91 was the backbone of Pakistan's total, in India's 
run chase Ravi Shastn (77) and later Sanjay Manjrekar and Sachin 
Tendulkar (both 49) were instrumental in keeping its hopes alive till the 
futile end. 

APRIL 15.1994 (INDIA 219 IN 46.3; PAKISTAN 223-4 IN 44.3) 

Tendulkar (73 in 64 balls) and Sidhu (47) were the mam scorers for India 
From 156 for 2 in the 31st over India were all out for 219. losing their last 7 
widtets for 64 m under 17 overs Saeed Anwar (72) and Sohail put on 77 
for the first wicket in 12.4 overs. Basil Ali top scored with 75 not out 

Compilad by Ravi Kant Snvastava 
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JawagalSrinath Spaarhaadinotha Indian ehallanga 

then over Aijsualia iliakcMitoo 
stnoiish will give iislalsc hope In 
ordc r iobe«i ihrtcil in ihe World Cup 
next vtar India has lohe far more 
Lonsisit nl with success More 
impoiianlly the^ havelopnnc that 
they art one of ihe best one-day teams 
in the world and not merely lucky to 
possess one cxiiaordmarily lalenicd 
genius who happens to be the finest 
cricketer m the world 

From A Special C orievjpondent 
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VARIETY 


CARTOON CORNER 

ARTHUR CARDOZO looks at the recent goings-on in Pakistan 
cricket, with his tongue somewhere near his cheek 
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PREVIEW 


COME SEP 


And the chess world 
will witness an epic clash 
between Vishwanathan 
Anand and Garri 
Kasparov. The winner 


match was "I am tired of discussing 
Sanghinagar. I know what happened 
I here and I want to forget it." Anand 
knew, of course that he would never 
be allowed to forget it if he lost again to 
the same adversary in the balmy 
islands oft the Iberian coast. Just as 
Vijay Amritraj never could live down 


match-point against Jan Kodes in 
Wimbledon 1973. Anand had to win, 
and win convincingly to erase the evil 
memory and force the ultimate ^ 
showdown. 

Well, it is history how he did it at Las 
Palmas after starting in a nightmarish 
fashion. Game one, the fastest player 


will then become the 
PCA world champion 
and has a chance of 
going on to become the 
unified world chess 
champion in '96 

BYDEVANGSHUDATTA 

T S showtime in September for 
Visliwanathan Anand when he 
becomes the first Indian to play 
lor a $ million plus slake. Not that 
the money matters quite as much to 
the unassuming 25-year-old as the 
chance to face-olf against Garri 
Kasparov in a world championship 
match. For that chance he turned 
professional at 19. 

In 1991—a week before he met 
Anatoly Karpov in a quarter-final he 
narrowly lost—^Anand had remarked 
"There is no way anyone can be world 
champion without beating both the 
two Super Ks (Karpov & Kasparov)." 
By Las Palmas 1995, most people 
would have amended that to beating 
the three Super Ks, Gata Kamsky 
being the third. 

Post Sanghinagar, there were 
lingering questions about the Indian 
star's temperament—many people 
thought he was too nice, too placid a 
guy to win at the highest levels against 
determined opposition. The only 
public comment Anand was prepared 
to make on the eve of the PCA final 
If anyoni :an baal Kasparov, it's Anandl 


the overhead he missed at in the world defaulted on time—that 
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TEMBER... 

too from an advantageous position. Kamsky who collapsed under Anand had set up a strategic 

From there to win inside the distance continuous pressure. While Anand gameplan after the Sanghinagar 

was a astounding display of nerves. It played near flawlessly to win games match—one that he hopes will carry 

was also a tremendous display of sheer three and nine, he butchered Kamsky him successfully through the 'big 
skill as the Indian played with iron after an early error in the eleventh. By one'. He would cut down on his 

logic to exploit his own advantages move 13, the match was effeaively risk-taking and work on sharpening 

while denying winning chances to the over and Kasparov's " Vishy Anand his opening repertoire and technical 

young Siberian-turned American. will win" prediction was definitely skills to bring home the points. It was a 

Finally it was the apparently steely coming true. radical transformation for a classical 

high-risk tactician to switch to playing 
like Anatoly Karpov. To that end. he 
hired Artur "The Wall' Yusupov. the 
rock-solid Russo-German world title 
semi-finalist, and set out to discipline 
his style. This stylistic change is 
possibly the best way to really hassle 
Kasparov. If the 32-ycar-old PCA 
champion has a weakness, it is a 
tendency to overreach against sound 
positions going for a knockout punch. 
It requires the solidity ot a Karpov as 
well as really sharp opening play to 
exploit this psychological quirk. 
Anand believes he has the positional 
sense, opening prep and the sharp 
tactical eye to provoke Kasparov. 

After his last two matches against 
Adams and Kamsky there is a general 
consensus of opinion in the chess 
world that if anyone can beat Garri 
Kasparov it is Anand. Eminently 
qualified analysts like Nigel Short and 
Anur Yusupov rate the Indian's 
chances at around 40 per cent in the 
20’game match. Anand isn't talking, 
but he probably rates his chances 
rather higher. First off, in his last 18 
games in the Candidates against 
Kamsky (11) and Adams (7) the 
Madras based GM's change of style 
has obviously borne fruit. He has won 
seven games and defaulted one on 
time—the rest were drawn. More to 
the point, he conceded no serious 
losing chances, defending the 
occasionally inferior positions with 
consummate ease. And, from the 
rating point of view Anand showed a 
higher success ratio than Kasparov 
himself would be expeaed to rack up 
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PREVIEW 


Kasparov of late, a fPW chinks aro visible in 
his armour, and ho will have to delve deep into 
his reservoir of experience to defeet Anand 
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against ihc saint? oppoMiion Thus he 
has developed the solidity he desired 
before going into a world 
championship match As Kamsky 
ruefully admitted Anand is a 
completely transformed player 
Second Anand can rely on \^is 
ability to beat the Sicilian Defence 
which is Kasparov s staple diet against 
the Kings Pawn Opening This is a 
critical technical aic'a where Karpov 
and Short tried and failed repeatedly 
Anand has a world wide icpuiation as 
a Siciliankilkranda very high first 
strike capacity against that most 
violent of defensn c systems This may 
even the odds on the opening front 
With the black pieces the Indian s 
ability to get good positions 
apparently at will may seriously 
provoke Kasparov Three the Indian 
has a respectable 3 5 minus score in 
decisive games played at normal time 
controls against Kasparov 

Unlike Shoii who went into the last 
Challenge match with a minus score 
of ? 11 Thus Anand is unlikely to 
enter the match overawed Anyway 
he has never worshipped at any altars 
or doubted his own ability to win 
when the chips are down Four the 20 
game length ensures that even an 
early lead will not automatically end 
the match 

All said and done though Kasparov 
still has U) be the lavourite—even the 
overwhelming lavourite On ratings 
the 32-year-old should retain his title 
by a three or lour game margin After 
10 years of invincibility there is an 
aura surrounding the great 
Jewish-Armcnian polyglot from 
Moscow However, a few cracks have 
shown up in his game m the recent 
past Possibly he has peaked and may 
now be plateauing And the relentless 
passage of time must inevitably have 
Its say on the skills of even the 
greatest If anyone can beat Kasparov 
at the moment It would be Anand He 
IS the only player combining the 
requisite skills, self-confidence and 
sheer guts to have a realistic chance 
Come September, and we shall know. 
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QUESTIONS 


^ Whom did bowler 
John Bracewell call 
'flat-track butcher'"? 

Who described the 
^ , decathlon as "nine 
Mickey Mouse events and 
the 1500m> 

Who IS regarded as 
the first badminton 
millionaire'? 

CAMTOONS ARTHUR CARDOZO 


.4 Bertie Wooster, 

•T- V created by P G 
Wodehouse, is an 
University Blue, in which 
sport? 

' Lillee was the first 
^ person to use an 
aluminium bat Who was 
the first person to use an 
aluminium tennis racket*? 

• In the famous, 

^ "Battle of the Sexes" 
match—^what gift did Billie 
Jean King give to Bobby 
Riggs before the match*? 

” Which Indian actor 
said, 'I would have 
become an athlete if I had 
not become an aaor"*? 

Answer to (LNo 10 


^ What reason did 
O » Merv Hughes give for 




Marv HugbM. a lazy grawlh af 
wbiakara 


growing his moustache^ 

^ ^ Who was the first 
^ V American President 
to watch a Test cricket 
match'? 


^ In athletics, what 
fc ** does the term 

"split to the ears' mean? 

i * What reason did 
* ■> the Royal Society 

of London give for suing 
Alan Sheppard after he had 
"played golf' on the moon'? 

,, ^ In fencing, what is 

» A > "Aids'? 


ANSWERS 


1. John Snow. 

2. Steve Oven. 



3. Rashid Sldek. 

4. Squash. 

5. Rene Laeoste. 

4. Ap^t. 

7. Dhaimendra. 

5. Sheer laomess 

9. PtesRtent Dwight Elsenhower, In 1978*79 
in Pakistan. The match was between 
Rngland and Pakistan. 

10. It Iti a description of hurdlers with 
dispnq;K>ttionateIy long iegs. 

11. LUtertng the moon. 

12. Ihelgst three fingers of the sword hand. 
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FOCUS 



Thirtysix of India's frontline cricketers came together at the 
Eden Gardens to contest for the India No, 1 Chaltenger Trophy. An 
unprecedented event, it was, all said and done, a noble idea 

BY ANDY O'BRIEN 

I F you had by any chance 

forgotten the algebra you studied 
at school then the recently held 
triangular contest between three 
Indian teams at Calcutta ought to 
have provided a refresher course on 
the subject 

B < 1 > A > B - India No 1 Challenger 
That was the equation In cricketing 
terms it meant that the Indian B team 
lost to the country s first team who 
beat the India A team who in turn beat 
the B team If you still haven t 
figured that one out then let s put it 
simply The India senior team 
comprising the big guns of Indian 
cricket overpowered all lesser" 
opposition to win the inaugural India 
No I Challenger Trophy 
It was a concept unprecedented in 
this country bringing together 36 of 
India s frontline cricketers to 
exhibit their skills under all the 
paraphernalia that prevails in any 
contemporary one-day cricket circus 
Nevertheless all said and done it was a 
noble idea 

Though ostensibly the aim was to 
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world, 
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do 
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provide the selectors a sort of selection 
trial prior to the Asia Cup in Sharjah, 
It was more a massive marketing coup 
that the BCCI pulled off together with 
the sponsors (the House of Kedia) and 
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crawvdt canw only on tho final day but still, 
H wot an innovativo ond intorotting idoa to 
hold 0 toumomont liko this. (Insot): Azhor with 
tho Indio No. 1 Challongor Trophy 

other vanous organisations (and 
there were quite a few) who benefited 
from the endeavour But that should 
not take away from the positive 
aspects of the concept 
It obviously did provide the so- 
called fnnge players an opportunity to 
graduate from the humdrum standard 
of Ranji Trophy to a more glittering 
stage. Bengal's Utpal Chatteijee 
booked a seat on the flight to Dubai by 
proving in the three matches he 
played that on form he was as good a 
spinner as the experienced 
Venkatapathy Raju and a shade better 
with the bat. Opemng batsman 
Vikram Rathore convinced all comers 
that he was India material for the 
future Saurav Ganguly showed a new 
found maturity in his game and leg 
spinner Sairaj Bahutule proved that on 
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Sairaj Bahutula: tha lag tpinnar with tha 
faaraoma turn could ona day bacoma India's 
antwar to Shano Warna 

his day he can spin ihe ball more 
convincingly than anyone else in the 
country. Sanjay Manjrekar 
resurrected his flagging career and 
re earned his old nickname of 
'solidity' once again. 

But more than all this, the event 
showed that our cricketers can at 
times be as competitive against each 
other as they are against any other 
team In the world, though sometimes 
a greater dose of killer instinct could 

22 


do. However in spite of the obvious 
success of the experiment one could 
still suggest a few modifications to the 
present concept which granted is still 
in a process of evolution. 

Recently, the 'A' team concept was 
experimented within Australia when 
the Aussie second string was the 
fourth team in the WSC competition. 
While it was a success both as a 
marketing concept and as a talent 
finder, it did come in for one big 
criticism. That it unnecessarily placed 
Ihe first team under unfair pressure to 
win. The same could be said of Azhar 
and his band of men too, even though 


the tournament at the Eden Gardens 
did provide the national team some 
vital match practice prior to the Asia 
Cup. Too olten, India has left these 
shores without proper preparation 
and the four-day tournameni was an 
ideal start to the build-up to Shariah. 

But on the flip side, take the 
hypothetical situation in which the 
senior team could have, for soi'ge 
unconceivable reason lost to both the A 
and B teams. In a one off limited overs 
encounter, nothing is impossible. In 
that case, the senior team's ego and 
confidence would have taken a severe 

Sachin Tendulkar was undoubtedly the star of 
this tournament But tha question is: should 
such a top level batsman play in a tournament 
like this? 
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beatingjusi before the Sharjah 

tournament That wouldn't have ^ s , * 

been a very positive way to prepare for ' ^ ^ 

a tournament in which the need for '' ' ^ 

psychological warfare far outweighs 

mere talent ^ ^ ^ ^ y 

The ideal concept would in future ^ 

be to break up the teams Well at least ^ ^ * 

divide the first 22 players between the ^ * 

first team and the A team Not only 
would this remove all dangers of the 
national learn receiving an ego 
bashing it would also contribute to 
balanced competition Ideally the 
Indian batting line should team up 

with if not all then a majority of the ^ > 

second string bowlers and the 

niajoiity of the front line bowlers * ^ I ^ ^ ' 

combine with the second line of 



batsmen This would allow for a 
balanced battle and a fair trial foi ta 
potential and form 

With the current arrangement, 
there is a danger of the first team (and 
some of Its members) becoming 
unnecessarily over-complacent about 
their form and abilities pnor to an 
international tournament Which 
brings us to the example of one Sachin 
Tendulkar, whose mesmerising form 
was surely the highlight of this 
tournament But perhaps lessons 
ought to be learnt from this That 
people with the superior genius of 
Sachin shouldn't really be playing in 
events like this Granted his innings 
were what folks turn out to see 
Granted he is an immensely 
marketable commodity Granted that 
without Sachin, any sort of cricket in 
India IS not complete 

But ask yourself.is it fair*^ Is it fair to 
have the world's best batsman come 
along and temporarily shelve the 
careers of so many aspiring bowlers Is 
It fair to have a one man demolition 
squad ride roughshod over precisely 
those for who the tournament is 
supposedly a vehicle for greater 
recognition 

Wouldn't It have been better if 
Sachin were told, "You're too good, 
just have a holiday," so that the 
aspirations of budding bowlers were 
not taken by the scruff of the neck and 
hung out to dry, so that his teammates 
learnt how to handle a situation sans 
Tendulkar So that—much as they 
love to watch him bat—spectators 
didn't have to endure the no-contests 
he left behind in his trial 

Maybe the next time the BCCl 
organises an event of this 
nature—apparently before next 
year's World Cup—some of these 
problems ought to be pondered over 
Somebody even suggested we take 
the Indian Masters team in as a fourth 
team Though a worthwhile 
suggestion the Masters tournament 
has proved that it is a separate 
marketing coup in itself Well one 
thing's for sure, at last some folks are 
able and willing to launch fresh 
initiatives to market the game in this 
country the proper way • 
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Raju Ban Gaya 
Gentleman 

The Hyderabadi off-spinner is teaming from 
his trials and tribulations. He may have lost his 
place in the Indian team but it is a setback that 
will help him mature as a cricketer and a 
human being 


H e may be described as part 
puritan and part joker, but 
Sagi Laxmi Venkatpathy 
Raju had for the past five 
years anchored his place in the 
national cricket team. As the left arm 
spinner from Hyderabad feels. "My 
performance helped me secure my 
position in the side." 

Since the last two years. Raju had 
almost became a regular in the Indian 
team and he testifies to it by saying. 


"Initially I was not very consistent, but 
after the South Africa series I found a 
permanent place in the squad." 
Unfortunately enough for Raju. he 
has been rested from the side to play 
the Asia Cup at Shaijah this month. 
Though the talented off-spinner still 
refused to come to terms with it he 
tried to rationalise the blow by saying, 
"My exclusion has come at the time 
when it seemed I was improving as a 
spinner. I don't know what the reason 
was." Raju believed initially, that with 


the number of talented off-spinners 
hogging the limeligl^t in domestic 
cricket, his position could not be 
under threat yet. Yet the decision 
when it was made, was sudden and 
extremely unexpeaed. And a crest¬ 
fallen Raju admitted it philosophically 
saying. "These are all in the game, you 
have a lot to learn from these bad 
patches too." 

The experience of five years and the 
highest exposure at international 
level has made Raju a confident 
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/it has abo given him the 
length to accept the 
tcxd in life. Yet, Raju feels that 
A alone has not made him the 
i^e b today. He is more like the 
ynon he was ten years ago. *My I 
yaucation at a public school in 
/Hyderabad taught me all the 
/ important principles of life. I learnt 
/ thevalueofdiscipline, ethics, morals 
' qualities needed to shape up an 

individual character.’ Raju has come a 
long way since the days when he 
made his debut at the age of 17 for 
Hyderabad. There is a saying that 
spinners mature with age and like 
every other in this trade. Raju is richer 
with age and experience. *1 realise the 
responsibility entrusted everytime 
the ball is in my hand I have always 
tried to justify the faith of my 
captain, * he explained It is true that 
much of the opportunities that have 
come his way is because of captain 
Azharuddin's belief in the 
off-spinner *Azhar knows how to 
utilise me at the right time to take 
wickets.' But he also brushes aside 
the opinion about having Azhar's 
regular vote of confidence by saying, 
"whenever I've been in the side my 
commitment has been total I've 
never given less than 100%, yet if 
people feel that way, I simply have 
nothing to say.' 

With the wheel of fortune turning 
for India since the '93 home series 
against England, Raju also had a 
significant contribution to make 
towards India's victory.'Kumble, 
Chauhan and myself had taken the 
most number of wickets in that series 
and those which followed. It's 
strange, however, that most of our 
match winning efforts have been 
greeted with post-mortems rather 
than praise,' he said continuing, 

'After the England tour, life was not 
the same for me. 1 gained in 
confidence and I was breaking away 
from the tag of being a restriaive 
bowler. I had realised my potential 
and needed to work hard.' 

Truly, life has changed for Raju both 
on and off the field. Off the field he has 
become a man, much more 
responsible and he endorsed this by 


saying, 'I've enjoyed life for the past mass-communications has little 
26 years and now I feel that, it's time knowledge about the game but as 

to settle down and get married.* This Raju says, "She can hardly uke time 

decision was noted by his family and off from her studies to watch cricket 

what followed was his engagement to matches." 

a certain lady called Umamaheshwari, It is difficult for Raju to assess Uma's 

last year. Uma, a student of contribution towards his cricketing 








success but this is because at this stage 
he hasn't known her for too long. He. 
however, confirmed that, "I'll surely 
come to know more of her after 17th 
May, when we tie the knot". 

The general acceptance that Raju is 
a very friendly and genial human 


being is widely accepted in 
international cricket arcles among 
the likes of David Boon, Merv Hughes, 
Allan Donald and many others. "I feel 
that's because of my natural abihty to 
make friends. I like meeting people 
and treading into the mysteries of the 


A SPINNER'S STORY 

BengaVs Utpal Chatteryee fought tooth and nail to 
get into the Indian team. But is he going to get that 
much awaited break? 

T he long wait for Utpal Chatteijee has finally ended as the left arm 
off-spinner from Bengal replaces Venkatapathy Raju from the 
squad to tour Shaijah for the Asia Cup, this April. The selection 
meeting, chaired by Gundappa Vishwanath was stormy and marked by 
arguments between selmors in which Utpal's name was not backed up 
by captain Mohammed Azharuddin and m<uiager Ajit Wadekar. Yet 
with his fighting spirit and consistent performances he found a place 
for himself in the final XL 

Over the years, life had put Utpal under a plethora of ups and downs 
but he faced it with a stoic resistance, never wilting, to fall victim to the 
agony of frustration. It was in 1984-85 that Utpal stepped into the 
Bengal Ranji team as a medium pacer and within a short time proved 
his potential. The Cricket Assoaatlon of Bengal (CAB) supported him 
as the most promising pacer of the year and Utpal was sent to England 
for further training. But after two years of promising performances, he 
suffered a nagging back injury which practically snatched three 
precious cricket seasons from his early career. Still, Utpal's 
never-say-die spirit helped him make an authentic comeback to the 
Bengal team in the season of 1989-90, the year which marked Bengal's 
Ranji triumph after more than half a century. 

And with this victory a new left arm spinner was bom. Last year, 
after the Raitjl Trophy finals, he was perhaps the only cricketer who 
returned home with Ms reputation intact. Veterans Uke Dilip Sardesai 
were genuine in their praise for the quiet left arm spinner. Baiwmder 
Singh Sandhu was of the similar opinion saying, "When you produce a 
few more cricketers like Chatteijee you'll win the Raitjl Trophy." 

During the India No. 1 Challenge Trophy when Sachin Tendulkar 
was making mincemeat of the bowlers, Utpal didn't appear to be 
intimidated or overawed by Tendulkar's savage attack. He maintained 
his angular run-up, the slow bringing up of the arm and a deHvery that 
came straight out of ithe-copy|iodc. 

Utpal's first coach, Fulak Biswas had dreams about his ward. He was 
one of the most attentive and obedient of pupils and was named 'David' 
after the left arm Australian medium pacer, Allan Davidson. Now that 
Utpal has realised bis dream of playing fmr his country he has to woiic 
haitl to be in the side. But the way he has fought tooth and nail to get 
into the team is enou^ evidence that he has the will and tenacity to 
fight 
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human mind and character," said 
Raju offering the best possible 
explanation In fact, he is one of the 
few cricketers in India who tries 
his best to keep his teammates in high 
spints, even during pressure-cooker 
situations 

The irony of the situation today bes 
in the fact that today Raju is himself 
struggling to be in the side and things 
haven't worked out just the way it 
should have been. Anil Kumble puts 
this issue in its proper 
perspective by saying that, "We've 
made our best efforts to comfort him 
but he's suffenng from the fact that he 
was dropped without fair 
explanation." And all that Raju has to 
say in his defence is, "The tour 
seleaors had their reasons for not 
picking me and they were probably 
very good ones. I can't pretend it isn't 
a major blow to me, but 1 have the 
desperate desire to get back to the side 
and I believe I'll make it very soon." 
Till then, all that the young 
Hyderabad! off-^inner needs to do is 
keep bowling and... smiling. # 
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The Man Be 


Paul Fein interviews 
BRAD GILBERT the 
motivating force behind 
Andre Agassi 


Question: What happens when an 
ovcrachievcr known for "winning 
ugly" starts coaching an 
underachiever most famous for his 
long hair, garish attire and "Image is 
everything" commercials? 

Answer: The super-talented player 
starts fulfilling his vast potential by 
capturing back-to-back grand slam 
tournaments and closes in on the No.l 
ranking. 

Andre Agassi had been "horn 
again " before—remember his 
improbable 1992 Wimbledon 
triumph, but now he has finally 
exorcised the angst that had plagued 
him. "I feel I've gotten over all those 
ghosts in the closet that I refused to 
open the door to," Agassi confided 
before the '95 Australian Open. "It's 
all about enjoying what I do and 
maintaining that love for the game." 

For nearly a year Brad Gilbert, a 
temperamental player who rose to 
No. 4 in the world despite lacking a big 
shot, has imparted his strategical 
shrewdness and infused Agassi with 
newfound confidence. Before the 
1994 U. S. Open, Gilbert told the then 
No. 20 ranked Agassi that he was 
going to win it. "I know it, I fust know 
it," he said. Afterwards the victorious 
Agassi called his coach "The Believer." 

In this encounter Gilbert shares his 
insights about tennis'most 
charismatic star and tells why he 
firmly believes Agassi's greatest days 
lie Just ahead. 


Since last August Agassi has been 
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ind Andre 



playing sensational tennis, 
particularly where it counted 
most, at the United States and 
Australian Opens. Would you 
explain why? 

At the (U.S.) Open Andre just got on a 
good roll and he only worried about 
the match he was playing. He just 
converted. After the Open we spent a 
couple V)f Iweeks and worked on his 
game, and then he played really well 
in the fall. Wc worked on his game for 
a couple of weeks again before the 
Australian. Then he went down to 
Australia and he went on another roll. 
He felt really confident, and he was 
striking the ball well. He really 
believed that he was the best player in 
the world. 

Is he playing the big points better 
than he used to? 

He's playing whole matches in general 
better. What he's really done well is to 
cut down his unforced errors. He's not 
giving away a lot of points, and he's 
making guys beat him. 

Before the Australian Open, TV 
tennis analyst Mary Carillo said 
Andre ^^is ready to Jump to No. 1.1 
think Gilbert has really changed 
him around. No one has ever 
gotten to him the way Brad has.'' 
How have you gotten to Andre to 
bring out the best in him? 

When we staned. I think he had 
already changed his mind and 
concluded that he wanted to do things 
differently. The whole time we've 
been together, it's been really easy. It's 
not like (I have to say) "We've got to 
do this, we've got to do that." We've 
talked about a lot of things, but it's 
been easy to do. He's really eager to 
improve. 



You seem to have an excellent 

Agassi's lalast coach Gilbert has haan 
raspoasiblafbr motivatina himto win 
hack-to-back grand slams* 
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relationship and lately you and 
Andre have really been hanging 
around a lot together. 

Yeah. I have to not do it as much 
because Til start wearing him out it I 
talk to him all day long. But. yeah, we 
get along really well and have a really 
good rapport. That's the key to our 
coaching. We have fun being around 
each other. 

I heard you didn't even have a 
written contract with Andre. 

We have something now. Originally it 
wasn't the basis of everything. But 


we've got something written down. 
So we'll be together for the next 
couple of years. 

My implication was that you have 
a lot of trust In each other. 

Yeah. 1 mean, if he can find someone 
better (to coach him), or if I was 
holding him back. I wouldn't want to 
be in the way. 

You've said Andre is not anything 
like the image they (the media) 
convey of him. What exactly do 
you mean? 


He's a most polite, nice guy. I have 
to be on my toes all the time. If I don't 
say "Thank you" to somebody, or if 
I'm not nice to somebody in the 
tournament office, he gives me a hard 
time. He's really nice to everybody. 
He's a good, kind person. I'm a better 
person for just being around him. 

You've also remarked that he's 
always conscientious about 
Brooke Shields. 

She's a very nice person. But I don't 
get into that (their relationship). 
That's his gig. I mean. I have enough 






PERSONALITY 


trouble worrying about my wife 

How big a role has Brooke played 
in creating the new, more mature 
Andre? 

1 told you I don't really get into that 
part But I know that she s stabilized 
his life and she s been a great 
influence 

And how vital has Andre's 
longtime friend and current 


Tha Believer'. Gilbert embraces Agassi after 
the letter won the '94 US Open Agassi's 
brother Phil (extreme right) looks on 



business advisor Perry Rogers 
been? 

Andre has some good people behind 
him Gil (Reyes his physical trainer) 
and Perry all the people that are 
working for him, are great people 
They've got his best interests at heart 
That s why things are rolling really 
good for him That makes it easy tor 
him to just go out there and play 
tennis 

Does Andre risk losing his teen 
hearthrob image and following by 
replacing his long frosted, blond 
mane of hair with his new short 
haircut? 

I don't think he s worried about It I 
think he's only concerned about going 
out and playing good tennis 1 asked 
him how It was going to affect hitting 
his forehand Hcsaid it wasn t Sol 
said No big deal 

In your prime you were superb at 
making your opponents, 
especially Becker and McEnroe, 
play badly. Is Andre learning to do 
that really well now? 

Definitely He s applying his strengths 
toward the other guy s weakness And 
he's trying to make that happen under 
pressure He used to be an aimless 
slugger Now he slugs the ball with a 
purjiose If he were a baseball player 
he'd be hitting 450 right now 

You've played Jimmy Connors 
and Agassi. The consensus among 
experts is that Connors had the 
best return of serve in tennis 
history. How does Agassi's terrific 
service return compare with 
Connors'? 

No comparison Andre's is way 
better—on both sides Connors was 
great at getting the ball in play Andre 
whacks the hell out of the ball Andre | 
takes the offense on everybody's j 
second serve And, even the guys with 
the big first serve, if they don't hit in 
the corner, Andre whacks it too 
Andre has the best serve return, bar 
none, • m the history of the sport 

Eating the wrong foods and not 
practising sufficiently used to be 
problems for Andre. Going into 


the Australian, he looked beefy 
around the midsection and a bit 
overweight. Am I right? 

No His ideal playing weight is 165, 
I671bs He was thin, really thin, in 
good shape in Australia That's what 
he is now a fit 167lbs 

When you first saw Andre play on 
the pro tour in 1986 at Stratton 
Mountain, you wrote down that 
"his groundstrokes were brutal. 
He radiates confidence...His 
volleys didn't look too strong, but 
that the rest of his game was so 
good it didn't matter.” Have his 
volleys improved significantly? 
Does he need a really good volley 
to get him to No 1? 

When I first saw him play in 86,1 
couldn't believe how little he was and 
how hard he was cracking the ball So 
he had great timing His volleys have 
improved a lot and he s getting to net 
a lot more He thinks he can become a 
really good volleyer He probably 
doesn t need an excellent volley to 
become No 1 but he needs it to 
improve And that s what he wants to 
do—improve 

Andre has an outstanding 20-4 
career Davis Cup singles record, 
but he showed up missing when 
the U.S. beat France 4-1 in the first 
round in February. Is Andre still 
pumped up about Davis Cup? 
And does he plan to help the U.S. 
regain the Davis Cup this year? 
Andre is still pumped up about Davis 
Cup, yeah Look forward to Andre 
playinglater in the year Definitely, I 
think all our top guys will be showing 
up this year And I like our chances 
against any country 

Even against Germany which has 
Becker and Stich together now? 

If we've got Agassi and Sampras and 
Chang and Courier, 1 like our chances 

The French Open is the only 
Grand Slam event Andre Imn't 
won, although he was twice 
runnerup there. What are Andre's 
chances at Paris this year, 
considering clay court specialist 
Sergi Bruguera has performed 
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brilliantly in winning the last two 
French titles? 

If Andre is playing then the way he's 
playing now, he's got a great shot, 
Bruguera is not nearly the player 
Andre is If Andre is on his game and 
Sergi IS on his game on clay, Andre 
will whack him 

At the end of 1994, you predicted 
Andre would win three of the 
next eight Grand Slam 
tournaments. Since he captured 
the Australian so convincingly, 
would you like to revise that 
prediction? 

Yeah I'm saying he's going to win five 
{during 1995-96] After the 
Australian I said five He's one for one 
[so far], so he has to win four of the 
next seven We changed the original 
prediaion, mani We^set the standards 
higher 

In your book. Winning Ugly^ 
which you wrote in 1993, you said: 
"I think that one of the great 
rivalries of the '90s is going to be 
Agassi and Courier. ” Do you now 
think it will be Agassi and 
Sampras? 

Definitely Andre and Pete are by far 
the two best players in the world The 
next one is Courier and the next one is 
Chang The four best players m the 
world are all Amencans 

Andre's revival was Just what the* 
doctor ordered for our sport after 
a lackluster 1994 that included 
Sports Wustrated's "Is Tennis 
Dying?” cover story. How 
important is a winning and 
colorful Agassi for tennis? 

Probably the most important thmg 
He adds flair He puts people In the 
stands who would never go to watch 
tennis 

You promised Andre that you'd 

shave your body hair if he won the 
U.S. Open. He did and you did it. 
What will you promise him you'll 
do if he wins his first French title 
in June? 

My wife says anything goes, but no 
tattoosi • 
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JE oilt^.(5j;^rtsivDi2(t lit 

an<i inost leyMUog.' 

I am <3}^rn^ about the great 
game of crldcet being dragged 
into the mud with a ptetiuxra of 
scandals. 

IVim pertinent questionsarise 
immediately: a) why is Pakistan 
always In the eye of the storm? 

b) 1^ there something more 
behind the defeat of India by 
Pakistan time and time agKdn? 
PRABHAMITRA, 

Hyderabad. 

for taking up the 
J. issue in time. Betting., 
gambling, bribeiy, 
ball'tampeting, j^tch doaorlng, 
pahlsancroi^andwhathave . 
you -<**Pakistan leads the tace aH^ 
the way with Salto Malik at the ^ 
helm. 

The'hypocrisy is that these 
counties Oke Paklstim. 
apparendy follow stria iriamlc. 
laws which prevent gambling 
and yet that has not prayented 
them from indulging in It. 
ARTAMiSHRA, 

..CuttacH- . ■ 




Deplorable 

A s the FIFA faa finding team 
departed from India, we 
were engulfed with a feelingof 
hope and expectation. OjfJythne 
will tell whether these are mere 
formalities or true eadeavouis. 

the role of theAIFPin this 
regard is highly deplorable. Fora 
decadeanda hall, they have been 
contemplating introducing 
changes. But ttoe and again; 
despite technical committees 
instituted by the AIpF, npriilhg 
hashappetied. ‘ 

CHINMOYflOY, . ^ . 

Calcutn. 
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champion NIGEL BENN sends challenger 
Gerald McClellan to hospital with an 
uppercut. Result: McClellan may not box 
ever again and calls for boxing to be 


Gerald McCtollmm dote up doctors say that h/infted h/lVP. hp.P.tt mixpd aonifl 
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brilliantly in winning the last two 
French titles? 

If Andre is playing then the way he's 
playing now, he's got a great shot^ 
Bruguera is not nearly the player 
Andre is. If Andre is on his game and 
Sergi is on his game on clay, Andre 
will whack him. 

At the end of 1994, you predicted 
Andre would win three Of the 
next eight Grand Slam 
tournaments. Since he captured 
the Australian so convhuingly, 
'would you like to revise that 
prediction? 

Yeah. I'm saying he's going to win five 
{during 1995-96]. After the 
Australian I said five. He's one for one 
[so far], so he has to win four of the 
next seven. We changed the original 
prediction, man! We set the standards 
higher. 

In your book. Winning Ugiy, 
which you virrote in 1993, you said: 
”I think that one of the great 
rivalries of the '90s Is going to be 
Agassi and Courier.” Do you now 
think It will be Agassi and 
Sampras? 

Definitely. Andre and Pete are by far 
the two best players in the world. The 
next one is Courier and the next one is 
Chang. The four best players in the 
world are all Americans. 

Andre's revival was Just what the' 
doctor ordered for our sport after 
a lackluster 1994 that included 
Sports lUustrated's *Is Tennis 
Dying?” cover story. How 
Important Is a winning and 
colorful Agassi for tennis? 

Probably the most important thing. 

' He adds flair. He puts people in the 
stands who would never go to watch 
tennis. 

You promised Andre that you'd 
shave your body hair if he won the 
U.S. Open. He did and you did It. 
What will you promise him you'll 
do If he wins his first French title 
In June? 

My wife says anything goes, but no 
tattoos! • 
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Champion NIGEL BENN sends challenger 
Gerald McClellan to hospital with an 
uppercut. Result: McClellan may not box 
ever again and calls for boxing to be 
banned have been raised again 









S HOULD boxing be banned'^ 
That question again reared 
Its head after what happened 
recently in London 
British champion Nigel Benn took 
on the challenger Gerald McClellan m 
a World Boxing Council 
super-middleweight fight 
And one mmute 46 seconds into the 
10th round, Nigel Benn hit an 
uppercut to the chin that connected 
perfealy and immediately brought 
McClellan to his knees He fell to the 
canvas and the referee counted him 
out Immediately after he was rushed 
to hospital to have surgery done, to 
remove a blood clot from his brain 
McClellan will probably survive but as 
neurosurgeon, John Sutcliffe gravely 
said, 'Hii boxing career is now over " 


So once again, calls have resounded 
in Britain for boxing to be banned As 
Labour M P Sam Galbraith rightly 
said, "How many more people have to 
die or be maimed before we can call a 
halt?" 

It IS, of course, a matter of debate 
Despite Its ferocity, boxing is an art 
and a science, as has been evident by 


Nigal Bann'i head it inapiitd back by a blew 
fraai cballangar Qarald McClallan. Sacaadt 
lalar, Bann'a upparcut kaackad McClallan to 
thacanvai 


Tha chanwlon axvila aflar a temaiia (ar it It 
iirfamoiitf) victory 

the skills displayed by the champions 
of yore, like Rocky Maraano and 
Muhammad All 
Sure, more safety measures are 
needed, but to ban this sport 
completely—even though our hearts 
go out to Gerald McClellan—would 
be a little too harsh • 
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A|«m«w M StirlVifwoiifto VJ, Riihf 
Mnlto iliww a iolw ipMiiiai Mlar Jiiiaf 

H aaa r al <!■» am t I m air Aan w llaa arldwt caplala, 
IBaiMai>aa. tela ili a iwlwtoH al wtliaaBaii m eT 


Taka a bmr. laaiallha Mhm laaM ahaw iMr appneMlaa (a ilw eimvi tor ttak 
aaaltaaaaa a apya rt a l lariialhalaltoaWaiWMa ator aaiaatfar ikaaaaalia 
iNinm i ia t lhalhalMiaaMkaaiaplayaf l«l.iiarwata < laBapa to ia < .BBtiialiat 
ttahackir 










TheBSIWorid 
Masters Cup 
proved that the 
oldies are Stitt 
worth their 
weight in gold 



PHOTOGRAPHS: 

SUOHARAKOLWE 
























PMlfomrari 'SiiMreM'witb'MutorBlatlw' N»,tt 
it iNM a comic Strip Rather, the picture thowt two d 
CtpHim am Uoyd 
(Mt) Vhr Mchardt diicuwiBg a pomt 






‘Cool Car w^'SwMrcaf Nopo,iraMiHiiotaaaime 


MradT wan ha a grown a ponytail, waan a 
diamond aar amd and bat poifaelad htt golf awiM 
And wbat alaor Wall, ho bowiad a coupia of 
oiiltwingofa at tbo Maalara and bo'a ghon yoo 17 
yaaraofnoiMtopaelion Sogivabimamomaiira 
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Glove Storyl Syed 'Koiak* Kimwai wat hit utiial 
affarvoMam hut affactiva taH. With two man altha 
match awanfa in hit 0 ratp, Kinnaiii pravad that form 
la tamporary blit data It panaanant 


















P O T L I G H T 


MY LEFT 


FOOT 


Turbo powered shots from Jo Paul 
Anchery's famous left foot have 
shattered the opposition and goal 
keepers alike. Now that he's reached 
the crossroads of his career, where 
does he go from here? 










BY K.O. JACOB 


ALENT they say cannot be 


lodged inside the confines of 


the receiver's physical or 
mental framework for too 
long. It eventually has to break free 
and the talent has to see the light of 


day for once. Some recipients of such 


prodigious talent recognise the initial 
sparks and stoke them to a fire that 
engulfs themselves and the people 
around. Some recipients sadly 


mistake the glimmer of talent for 


something much less profound, and 


important, and let it be. The talent in 


them remains just that. Like one Jo 


Paul Anchery discovered his talent for 


football only when he was 18-years of 


age, and when he was studying in the 


10th standard. 


Anchery, arguably one of India's 


finest strikers at the moment readily 


Ancliary's lallial laftfootar has time and again 
mada lha mast axparlanoad af dafandan and 
gaaNcaapart laak Ilka navicaa 

agrees that he recognised the inherent 
talent in him very late, and then 
initially used the talent, not just for 
the love of spon, but for purely selfish 
reasons. Though in school Anchery 
played football with a rubber ball, it 
was not football perse. The young lad 
who hailed from the small town of 
Thiroor (8 kms from Trichur) saw the 
chance of him getting an admission 
into the Kerala Varma College in the 
sports quota, jumped at the 
opportunity and started practising 
football diligently. The tiring practice 
sessions paid off and Anchery 
eventually joined the Varma College 
in the Arts faculty. Joseph Raice was 
his first coach and to him goes the 
credit of making Anchery genuinely 
interested in football. 

And once the interest for football, 
transformed into total love for the 
sport, the fifth son of an accountant in 
a vegetable market in Thiroor found 
himself hogging the headlines all over 
the country. Once the talent had been 
identified, Anchery set about honing 
it to a fine skill, and in the process he 
started climbing the rungs of football. 
First he represented his University, 
and then in '91 he represented Kerala 
for the first time in the U-19 Nationals. 
Though he scored three goals, his 
team nevertheless lost in the quarter • 
final stage, but Anchery had got his 
first taste of real competitive football. 

In the same year, he also represented 
Kerala in the U-21 Nationals and 
again proved his class when he scored 
three goals in the tournament, in 
which his state came third. The next 
year saw him being made the captain 
of Kerala's U-21 team and though he 
scored five goals personally, his team 
was out of the reckoning in the 
quarter-finals. 

Then came his induaion into the 
national team when he played in the 
India U-19 for the Asian qualifiers in 
'92, in Cannanore. Though he did not 
play in any game in Cannanore he was, 
nevertheless, on the Indian squad that 
went to Dubai. His initiation into 'big 
time' football came here and Anchery 
played two games against the U.A.E. 
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AncNry (exlrtine left No.11) in action diirino 
Bonaal't match against Punjab in this year's 
Santosh Trophy which Bengal won 2-1 

and Iran. "Though it was my first 
international exposure, I was all fired 
up and frankly speaking, the pressure 
actually hit me after the tournament," 
recalled Anchery of his first 
international exposure. 

By now his exploits had got people 
talking in Kerala and in '93 he was 
offered a job with the State Bank of 
Travancore and got posted to 
Trivandrum. But the attention of the 
national football fraternity actually 
focussed on him during the '93-94 
Santosh Trophy in Cuttack and people 
were suddenly talking about him 
being the hottest property in Indian 
football. Anchery still considers the 
Bengal-Kerala match as the turning 
point of his career. "It was the match 
which saw me get a lot of prominence 
Bengal were 2-0 up and then wc 
equalised but eventually lost in the 
tie*breaker. It was only after this 


performance that people, specially the 
people of Bengal, came to know about 
me," said Anchery. 

Iliyas Pasha who was given the 
unenviable job of marking Anchery, 
found that in spite of his experience 
containing Anchery was a tough job. 
"Anchery's long strides and sudden 
speed is deceptive. He seems slow, but 
then suddenly he is in full flow and it 
makes him difficult to contain. And he 
is probably the most difficult Indian 
forward to curb at present," opines 
Pasha. 

It was particularly this match and 
Anchery's overall performance at the 
Santosh Trophy that caught the eye of 
former coach Shankar Banerjee of 
Mohun Bagan who insisted on 
Mohun Bagan getting Anchery for the 
'94 season. A high-voltage drama 
then ensued because Anchery's 
request for an inter-Staie transfer 
received stiff opposition in Kerala but 
eventually the matter was decided in 
Mohun Bagan's favour. 


Finally, the unassuming village lad 
set out on his journey to the Mecca of 
Indian football. For any Indian 
footballer playing in Calcutta for one 
of the 'Big Three' clubs is the ultimate 
in their soccer career and Anchery 
was no different. "I always wanted to 
play in Calcutta. I had heard so much 
about the crowds and the standard of 
football here, that 1 was impressed," 
confessed Anchery, "and onc^ 1 
started playing here, I was not 
disappointed." 

Though initially he did feel a little 
overawed by the whole situation—it 
was his first foray into city life, he had 
fellow Keralite, Vijayan in the same 
team to impart to him the finer points 
of urban living. In fact, the two of 
them even stayed together in 
Calcutta, and got to know each other 
better. This understanding that 
existed between thetwo, set the field 
on fire any time they played together, 
and soon they became a two-man 
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demolition squad that defenders and 
goalkeepers feared most. Anchery's 
lethal left-foot soon became the talk of 
Indian footballing circles but he 
readily acknowledges the part that his 
compatriot Vijayan had to play in his 
career. "The understanding that exists 
between us is sort of uncanny. I really 
cannot explain how our combination 
works but he is always feeding the ball 
to me and makes my job that much 
easier/' agreed Anchery. 

It was in Calcutta also that Anchery 
learnt about the pitfalls that came 
with fame, the intrusions into his 
private life that he would now have to 
live with. He realised that the 
spectators in Calcutta, specially the 
supporters of the 'Big Three' were 
more demanding than spectators 
elsewhere. In Calcutta, the royalty to 
one's club almost bordered on 

Now that ho hat movad ovor to JCT for tha naxt 
taason, Anchory will no longor tail on smooth 
watars 


lanatidsm. "The aowds in Calcutta 
are by and large very educated about 
the different aspects of football, but 
they always want you to win at all 
costs. It is indeed a big thrill to be 
playing in front of a Calcutta crowd, 
you tend to put in your best, but the 
undue demands of winning at all costs 
takes its toll on a player," observes 
Anchery. 

He continues,'The crowds are not 
even satisfied if we manage a draw 
against a better team. For them the 
only thing that matters is winning." In 
fact, Anchery and Vijayan got abused 
by a section of their own supporters 
after Mohun Bagan drew a match 
against the Railway FC on their home 
ground. But the crowds, even though 
irrational at times, drove him to 
increase his level of performance in 
every match. The supporters 
demands for goals and tournament 
titles, became a catalyst for Anchery's 



personal strive for excellence. In the 
'94 Super Division League, Anchery 
scored 10 goals in 10 matches for 
Mohun Bagan, including a hattrick. 
Interestingly, after making his debut 
for Mohun Bagan on April 4,1994 
against Peerless, he has scored 32 
goals in 48 matches till January this 
year. 

In the one year that he spent in 
Calcutta, Anchery transcended level 
after level. When he arrived in 
Calcutta he was just another 'new kid 
on the block'. A fter one year Anchery 
was Calcutta's most sought after 
footballer. His dedication, and 
perseverence won him the trust and 
faith of his former coach Shanker 
Baneijee. "Anchery is disciplined in 
practice and has the desire to improve. 
His speed, sharp turns and shielding 
are his assets. However, he needs to 
improve his first touch of the ball and 
heading ability,''said Banerjee. 

Armed with the experience gained 
from the Maidan, Anchery went to 
Doha to represent India in the 
Independence Cup. It was the first 
time that he was playing for the Indian 
senior team and the onus was on him 
to show that he could withstand the 
pressures of international football. 
Anchery looks back on the 
tournament as his best so far,"I scored 
two goals in four matches and was 
adjudged the Best Player of the 
Tournament. "Anchery had survived 
the crucial test and in the bargain 
came home richer by $5,000, and 
with an offer for a free stay in any Gulf 
country for two weeks." In fact, I am 
yet to take up the offer because 1 
haven't had the time so far. There has 
been so many tournaments that I 
could do nothing in my personal life," 
said Anchery. 

It is this overdose of football that 
Anchery feels is a reason why so many 
footballers in India just fade away 
after a superb start." We hardly get 
time to relax after a tournament 
before we are playing in another one, 
and because of your club's or state's 
commitments there is no way you can 
stay away from a tournament," 
retorted Ancheri. 

Playing without a break from early 
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TtMi^ ypufumwi 


MitcliM Ooab Sedriii(|NNMoii 


1994 Airlines Gold Cup 
Federation Cup 
IFA League 

Jalpaiguri Football Tournament 

Asian Club Cup 
(Fteliminary group) 

Governor s Gold Cup 

Durand Cup 

Scissors Cup 

Rovers Cup 

IFA Shield 

D.C.M. Trophy 

1995 PJM.B.Caitenary Tournament 


1994 National Games 
Santosh Trophy 


PERFORMANCIRM BENGAL 

1995 Santosh Trophy 

rammNANCE FOR INDIA 

1994 R^yiv Gandhi Gold Cup 
Independence Cup 


2 

7 

10 

2 

2 
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3 
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4 
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5 

3 
48 

5 

4 
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1 — 

3 Joint Top Scorer 

10 Second Highest 
Scorer 
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3 

5 
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0 

1 
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2 

32 
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3 
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2 

6 
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Goals soorod in motchos involving tho ‘Big Hum' 
Voar Tosmsmont 
1994 IFALeague 

1994 Jalpaiguri 
Tournament 

1994 Durand Cup 
1994 IFA Shield 


Tasm 

Mohun Bagan East Bengal 
Mohun Bagan Mohd. 

Sponing 

Mohun Bagan East Bengal 
Mohun Bagan East Bengal 


Second Highest 
Scorer 

Top Scorer 


1 1st League 
1 SemiRnal 

1 Final 
1 Group 
league 


'94 has also taken its toll on Anchery. 
He has lost a little of that edge that 
made him a player held in awe by 
opponents and supporters alike. 
During the Santosh Trophy this year, 
India's new coach Rustom Akramov 
had gone on record saying that 
though Anchery possessed the best 
physique for a striker in the Indian 
team he did not work hard enough. 
When told about this, Anchery 
countered, "it's not that I have lost my 
motivation, neither have I started 
taking things easy, but I feel I have had 
too much ot match play in recent 
times. The body has not got enough 
time to recover thoroughly." 

Probably Akramov had also realised 
this, because he rested Anchery 
throughout the Nehru Cup 
tournament that followed 
immediately after the Santosh 
Trophy This rest could probably 
result in a remoiivated and 
rejuvenated Anchery putting on his 
football boots once again 
In a short span, since leaving 


The ever effeble Anchery mekee i 
friende. At e foothaller he ie e good role model 
for todey'e youngetere 


Compiled By Han Prasad Chattopadhysay 





n of a ifMr Ancbtry hot roalisod that 




Kerala, Anchery has reached the 
crossroads. He has seen it all—the 
professionalism, the fame, the 
tribulations and the lure of big 
money—he has moved to JCT for the 
'95 season for "better incentives." 

Anchery has proved that he has the 
talent to write his name in India's 
footballing annals. But, he also has to 
realise that he still has a long way to go. 

In '94 no one had thought of a 
strategy to counter his play because he 
was a newcomer then. In '95 the 
opposition will certainly have booby 
traps specially designed for him. 
Whether he falls into the opposition's 
snares or whether he will have the last 
laugh will decide whether we can 
eventually elea Anchery into Indian 
football's Hall of Fame. Till then ,!he has 
to help the critics in their cause by 
scoring one goal after another. 0 
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ANA L y S I S 


E It trom a person who is an 
^ offiaal of "another" 

footballing centre or a 
A media person, there are 

always harsh criticisms levelled when 
It comes to malignng Bengal football 
The malice obviously stems from the 
fact that Bengal can still officially 
boast of being the country's football 
Mecca The detractors, of course, 
would prefer to keep on harping on 
the old cliche that' borrowed feathers 
never shine", a reference to the 
'outsiders' who play crucial roles in 
Bengal's attainments at the national 
and club levels While there is an 
element of truth in these claims, there 
may also be an amount of jealousy 
involved all directed towards Bengal 
During the recent Bharat 
Petroleum sponsored nationals at 
Madras, when Sikkim's East Bengal 
goal machine Baichung Bhutia 
back volleyed the 'golden goal" 
against Punjab to enable Bengal win 
the 51 St edition of the Santosh Trophy 
( a record 25 times) a journalist in the 
press box quipped with sarcasm 
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Tin Iraqi tMm 4oiiM iha vieloiv lap ■fltr 
kwMiiig loiir-tliiiM Nahrii Cup ebmipioiit 
Rmaiai .(IhmI): TIm fliMi In pregrau 

“How many 'Bengal' players are there 
m this Bengal first eleven"? You have 
seven players from other states This is 
how Bengal keep winning the trophy 
most of the times. And like so often in 
the past this time too the 
match-tvinner comes off the boots of a 
non-Bengali." 

There is no denying that this tirade 
(representation of the feeling of so 
many others) stemmed from shades of 
envy and regionalism. However, It 
would be more pertinent and 
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benefiaal to study this problem (of 
Bengal's domination through 
"'outside" help) at a more macro level 
i.e. vis-a-vis Indian football. 

The fact remains that Bengal clubs 
have been providing sustenance to 
the talented players whose greatest 
desire is to show their artistry and skill 
on the Calcutta maidan and earn a 
reputation for themselves. Bengal 
have always been pioneers in 
induaing talent from other states 
with open arms and "guiding" them 
to fame and prominence This has 
always been the story of the past, 
present—and will—be for the 
future. In a way Bengal mainly 
through the Big Three clubs—has 
nurtured India's football talent no 
matter where it came from Obviously 
that investment is entitled to some 
returns. If the others cannot provide 
lucrative incentives in the form of 
money and status to India's 
footballing talents then what is the 
harm if Bengal takes up the cudgels'^ 

It IS a logical chain that keeps this 
"foreign hand" functioning in Bengal 
and Indian football. And it all revolves 
around money—which they say 
makes the world go round. The 
organisers of any tournament worth 
its reputation know too well that the 
presence of the glamorous Calcutta 
outfits are a necessity to attract the 
crowd. The teams on their part are on 
the lookout for good players to win 
more tournaments to fill up their 
coffers. To do this they are prepared to 
"buy" outstation talent, a deal now 
many players can't resist. It suits 


Divided, We 
Continue To Fall 


Plagued by regional bickerings and Jealousies^ Indian football continues its 
bungee Jump to the bottom 
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everybody since everyone gains down 
the line. Added to this financial 
attraction further impetus is provided 
by the scope of fame and recognition, 
the kind of which only the Calcutta 
maidan can provide. Why one may 
ask is the Italian league considered to 
be the best in the world. Simply 
because the money attracts top 
foreign players to Italy and there's 
nothing wrong with that. 

Could a talented Baichung Bhutia 
have survived if he remained in 
Sikkim? He would have been 
incognito. Now that he plays for East 
Bengal he has earned a reputation and 
status. And this is what counts. 
Becoming the top-scorer in last 
season's Super Division League in 
Calcutta, his image received a boost. 

Banaal playeri rast during thair Santosh 
Trophy final againat Punjab in Madras. 

'Bangal playars'; whara ara thay from Bangui? 


Playing this year's nationals for 
Bengal, his brilliance won him a place 
in the Indian team and he scored the 
winning goal against Uzbekistan (the 
Hiroshima Asiad football champions) 
in the Nehru Cup at the Salt Lake 
Statium and flew to Colombo for the 
Saarc tournament. Had this Sikkimese 
lad remained in the hills his talent 
would probably have died 
prematurely, almost unnoticed. And 
this is just one example. 

Take the case of Jo Paul Ancheri. 
Mohun Bagan gave the Kerala striker 
name and fame and good money 
within a short spell. Because he was in 
Calcutta, he was conspicuous and 
people began to recognise him. It was 
a meteoric rise that earned him the 
Indian Player-Of-The-Yearin 1994. 
And Just to prove that it's all a 
question of money Ancheri has signed 
for Punjab's JCT for a hefty packet. So 






ANALYSIS 



why unnecessarily malign Bengal 
when outstation players themselves 
want to prosper and play wherever 
they so desire. 

At the recent Madras nationals, 
some in football circles strongly felt 
that while "outsiders" may earn their 
livelihood by playing for the club of 
his choice, they should be made 
available to represent their respective 
states in the national championship. 
They cite examples of the Romarios 
and Stoichkovs who play professional 
football at club level but are available 
for national duty. But obviously there 
is a difference between national duty 
and duty for the state. And obviously 
this idea is a direct hit at Bengal 
because if this ploy works, Bengal will 
be deprived of its outside stars. 

Another section feel that under no 
circumstances should these 
outstation players be permitted to 
represent their home state as this will 
deprive those genuine players who 
slog it out to get a place in the state 
team. Furthermore, the sudden 
presence of the inter-state transfer 
players will in faa not work in the 
interest of the state team's progress as 
it will spoil their rhythm of play. 

Of course, it has to be recognised 
that the "alien wave" on the maidait 
made local Bengal talent suffer. But 


the scenario is bound to change—and 
soon—because many of the maidan 
stars have sought transfers for greener 
pastures in Goa and Punjab. (Ancheri, 
Vijayan and Carlton Chapman have 
signed for JCT, Phagwara, and Aqueel 
Ansari for Churchill Brothers). So can 
it be granted that the 'mini exodus' 
will be a blessing in disguise for local 
talent to prove their mettle ? In a way, 
it is a sign of good times ahead 
provided, of course, the premier clubs 
fervently want a revamp in favour of 
local talent. Then again, those who 
have registered with the IFA from 
outside Bengal for the coming season 
are mostly mediocre. 

T he hiring of outside stars has also 
had one other negative effect on 
football in Bengal. This 
overdependence on these outsiders 
against huge payments had literally 
landed the big clubs in huge bank 
debts and at the same time crippled 
local football. It has also affected the 
image of Bengal. Even in the very 
recent past there were several names 
from Bengal in the India squads. Yet 
today it is shocking but true that in the 
Nehru Cup—ironically held in 
Calcutta—the Uzbek coach Rustam 
Akramov found only Aloke Das 'good 
enough' to represent India I And 


TIm tliiniaiis attack tlii Mian dafniee. 
flattar to dacaiva. Attar wf aninQ againal 
IMakialanlMia'a third viet^ in 11 Nakm 

gaalkaapar Yuanf Antarl that gaad # 

Aloke Das was actually a 'lucky' entry 
into the squad because Kerala's Jiju 
Jacob was indisposed. Is it to be 
believed that hiring outside help has 
led to a dearth of talent in Bengal? Or 
is that there are forces at work that are 
out to destroy the game in the state? 

This is not to belittle Akramov for 
the choice of players as he wis given 
insufficient time to propup the team. 
But at the expense of sounding 
regional the selealon was rather 
clumsy and a little partial. While the 
return of Goa's Savio Mediera and 
Bruno Coutinho was a welcome 
move, Kuljit Singh's entry was a sour 
point. Just because Kuljii scored twice 
against Kerala in the Madras nationals 
semi-finals, he didn't merit seleaion 
for there were better players than 
him. How could Akramov see so 
much potential in the ageing Kuljit 
who even during his prime was never 
one of India's best strikers ? That was 
amply proved when he failed to cash 
in on Tajinder's through in the 
penalty area against the Thais who 
clobbered India 0-5 in the Nehru Cup. 

And moreover it is said that Kerala's 
two wingbacks Dhanesh and Jabeer 
were the main culprits for India's 
drubbing. Furthermore, Sathyan 
(who was in hibernation) got selected 
merely on the basis of his performance 
against lowly Orissa in the Santosh 
Trophy in the quarterfinal league. 

That game in Madras was Akramov's 
first experience of Indian football and 
certainly the question remains how 
the three (Dhanesh, Jabeer and 
Sathyan) got selected from a match 
which was literally one-sided. 
Certainly the best talent cannot be 
gauged in a match against fragile 
Orissa. And to top it Sathyan who led 
the team in the Nehru Cup played 
shabbily and Akramov was forced to 
withdraw him. The choice of Yusuf 
Ansari as India's number one 
goalkeeper was also a surprise to say 
the least. 

Which brings us to the Indian 
national team's performance (sans 
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Bengal players). Funnily their 
campaign was seen as a success in 
spite of the 0-5 thrashing by Thailand 
in the opening game. In faa, it wasn't 
a full-fledged national team as most of 
the Thai stars were away doing duty in 
an invitational tournament in 
Singapore. However, the Thais played 
a tactical game to embarrass the hosts. 
And mind you, it was against Thailand 
that Krishanu Dey notched up a 
hat-trick in the Merdeka last decade. 
Now we see that Thai football has 
worked its way up to join the 
mainstream of Asian soccer while we 
still ponder on. 

Exhaustion was an excuse for that 
loss. Yet,how come in the next few 
days India drew with a new-look Iraq 
and beat a second rated Uzbekistan? 
India was in form for those two 
matches but this is one team which 
flatters to deceive. With spirits soaring 
in the Indian camp the players were 
thinking of a draw if not a win 


Uzbek coach Ructam Akramov giviag a few 
^ to tho ladiaat boforo thoir match agaiaot 
Tboilaad 

against four-time Nehru Cup 
champions Russia. The match was 
billed as a battle of the two coaches. 
Akramov, the coach of a viaorious 
Uzbek team at Hiroshima and Pavel 
Sadyrin, Russia's World Cup coach 
who was the only 'world' personality 
in the 11th edition. In the end, 
Sadyrin's boys just toyed with India 
like they've done previously on so 
many occasions. 

In fact, it is a sad commentary that 
the Nehru Cup, apparently one of 
Fifa's pride among eleven major 
internationals, is fast receding to the 
background. In the earlier meets, the 
organisers boasted of bringing World 
Cuppers and good teams which 
entertained the Indian public. There 
was much fanfare in the inaugural 
Nehru Cup at the Eden Gardens in 
which late Mrs Indira Gandhi graced 


Russian supportsis watching tbsir team play 
against Iraq 

the occasion in front of the capacity 
crowd. And what a contrast now. No 
sponsors. No crowd. No VIP worth 
mentioning for the opening 
ceremony. The public are finally 
suspeaing that the Nehru Cup has 
turned out to be a hoax. It is a matter 
of time when it will breathe its last. 

This year, Kam Sports International 
I of England were supposed to sponsor 
the Nehru Cup but in the midst of 
great controversy and many 
allegations they pulled out. The 
foreign promoters then hired a lawyer 
in Calcutta to represent them and 
speak to the press to clarify their stand. 

This year's tournament drew 
mediocre teams that failed to draw the 
crowd. It was a financial disaster. Gate 
receipts garnered nearly Rs 80,000—a 
frightfully low amount. It now 
seems that this tournament has 
become a "warm-up" international 
for the fledgling neighbours whom we 
don't have to pay in dollars any longer. 

However, it was a great show by 
debutants Iraq. The under-23 Iraqi 
team converged at the Salt Lake 
Stadium to gain experience,for they 
knew nothing about the invincibility of 
the oppiosition and that included 
India. The Iraqis had a lot of respect for 
the Russians for they thought Pavel 
Sadyrin had come with a formidable 
side and would surely go back viaors. 
But then Iraq's Naji F. Husam had the 
last laugh when he scored the winner 
against Russia in the final. The 
Russians were a disappointment. 
Uzbekistan proved to be 'rabbits', 
lhailand were quite inconsistent. 

Well, India as usual were also-rans 
though for academic interest we 
finished fourth. 

But it won't teach us a lesson that 
instead of haggling over regional 
issues we ought to be coming together 
for the sake of the game at large. Of 
course, unity may be asking for too 
much, for, not too mai^y football 
administrators may have heard of the 
saying, "united we stand, divided we 
fair. No wonder Indian football is in 
the midst of a bungee jump all the way 
down to the bottom. 
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Howto Beat The 
West Indies? 

Can the West Indies roll of unbeaten Test series be stopped? And if so, how? 



Remember that Calypso song that was 
all the buzz a few years ago "Don't 
worry, be happy" It said Obviously 
the lyricist had never played cricket 
against the West Indies It is the 
toughest thmg to do m the cricketing 
world and only the mentally, 
physically and emotionally strong 
survive, let alone prosper This is more 
applicable if you are unfortunate 
enough to play them in the Canbbean 
Itself 


It has been 15 years since the West 
Indies last lost a Test series and 22 
since they were last defeated at home 
They have not lost a Test series 
anywhere since going down by one 
wicket to New Zealand at Dunedin in 
1979-80 If you include their recent 
senes win in New Zealand, they have 
amassed 29 unbeaten senes in a row, 
17 of them away from their favourite 
home wickets 

It IS a wonderful record built around 
pnde, professionalism and a stunning 
array of highly-skilled champions. 


As csiMsiii Vhr Richards kspt Wsat Indies 
crickst whsrs Lloyd had put It. on top of ths 
world 

many of whom rate among the finest 
in post- War cncket 
In recent times, the Windics may 
have shown a cenain vulnerability in 
Its array of fast bowling talent and 
among its top order batsmen In faa, 
until the final 48 hours of their last 
tour of India, the world champions 
looked down and out For eight 
unhappy weeks the tounsts had 
lurched from one disaster to another. 
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the absence of the leading trio of refusal to discount their chances, no 

Richie Richardson, Desmond Haynes matter what the situation, 
and Curtly Ambrose costing the team since 1976 when Clive Lloyd’s 

experience, skill and inspiration. They touring team to A ustralia suffered a 
were clearly wobbling, yet with a humiliating defeat, they have been 

comeback as spirited as any m world the colossus ol the cricketing world, 

cricket circles in the last decade. That tour hardened the West Indian 

against all odds, they somehow attitude and convinced Caribbean 

managed to win the final Test at insiders that the on-going 

Chandigarh to square the series and development and dominance of top 

retain their en viable record. class, fast howlers was the way to 

Their domination ol cricket is an win Tests. It is a philosophy that has 

epic effort, highlighting the team's worked brilliantly, especially in the 
sheer pride and professionalism and Caribbean where their record is 

Havina a lanky giant of a Watt Indian bowlar ^ wesome. The A ustralians who are 

firing in at yon eaa ba an awfully scary tight now touring there went with high 




A ll things considered, I 
reckon I have a better 
chance of climbipg Mount 
Everest without oxygen than 
Australia beating the West Indies 
without the combined talent of 
Damien Fleming and Craig 
McDermott. Their injury and 
subsequent flight home have left 
the tourists more naked than a 
pack of sunbathers on a nudist 
beach. 

How would you feel if you went 
into a Test series against the best 
cricketing $ide>in the world 
without your two strike bowlers? If 
you can picture that, then you can 
j understand why Australian cricket 
) fans are getting worked up about 
1 the fortunes of last bowlers 
E Damien Fleming and Craig 
, McDermott. Fleming returned 
j home from the West Indies long 
t before the first Test with a shoulder 

injury and was replaced by West 
Australia's Brendon Julian. No one 
was more surprised by the move 
than Julian himself, who did not 
even know tha t Fleming had been 
injured. Picture his surprise, 

, therefore, when he got the phone 
call telling him to pack his bags and 
I get on the next flight. 

The replacement of McDermott 
was another kettle ol fish 
altogether. The man who has led 
j Australia’s attack with such 

hopes of dislodging the West Indies 
from their place at the top of world 
cricket. But, as talented and as 
determined as the present Aussie 
team is, they are finding out the hard 
way that they have talorce 
themselves to make more demands of 
their mind, body and spirit than ever 
before in their careers. 

There is certainly something special 
about the way the Windies can 






distinction at every conceivable 
point of the cricketing globe is back 
on Australian soil, even before the 
first ball has been botvied in the 
opening Test. McDermott seriously 
damaged his left ankle and the 
injury lyorsened overnight to such 
an extent that team management 
realised he had no chance of 
recovering before the four-Test 
tour has elapsed in six weeks. 

The 29-year-old Queenslander, 
who has been the pivot of the 
Australian fast bowling attack, tore 
ligaments in a freak training 
mishap. He was pannering captain 
Mark Taylor during a training run 
on the first day of a three-day 
match against Guyana when he fell 
heavily and tore ligaments 
from his ankle. 

Team manager Jack Edwards 
broke the news the next day to the 
press that the injured bowler 
would be flown home. "We 
consulted with Craig once it 
became apparent his ankle had got 
a lot worse during the night. It's 
extremely bad luck for him after all 
the work he's put in over the 
summer." 

Strangely enough, for a bowler 
regarded so highly by his 
teammates and opponents alike, 
McDermott, with 270 Test scalps 
under his belt, has had far more 
than his fair share of injuries. He 
fiew home during the 1993 tour of 
New Zealand for abdominal 
surgery. Later the same year, 
during the Ashes tour of England, 
he suffered a bowel problem that 
ruled him out of the rest of the 

produce that little bit extra when 
needed. It is a quaiity that othes 
cricketing countries envy. But what is 
it that gives them that edge? What's it 
like to play against the mighty 
Windies? And more importantly, how 
can the West Indies be beaten?During 
my tours abroad over the last few 
months, I picked up a few tips from 
some experts. Here are a few. 


tour. Merv Hughes then bore the 
brunt of the attack and though 
Australia went on to wrap up the 
series with the greatest of ease, 
McDermott had a crisis of his own 
when at one stage it seemed as 
though his life was threatened by 
the bowel problem. 

Then, last year, during the tour 
of South Africa, his participation 
was cut short by knee problems, 
while the tour of Pakistan at the 
close of 1994 was interrupted by a 
toe injury. He was still an 
automatic selection for the home 
series against Mike Atherton's 
England side and though he 
suffered knee and back problems 
during that series, he nonetheless 
finished as the leading wicket 
taker with 34 victims. 

By the time you read this in 
print, you will know who has been 
called upon to replace McDermott 
in the Australian side, but at this 
stage, the Australian selectors are 
playing their cards close to their 
chest. One school of thought 
considered West Australian Jo 
Angel an automatic replacement 
for the Queenslander, but since the 
Sheffield Shield final is about to 
begin even as this anicle is being 
written, the selectors have decided 
to delay announcing the 
replacement until after this, the 
most important domestic game of 
the season. 

Angel, however, was baffled by 
it all because he was this season's 
leading wicket-taker in the Shield 
competition, taking 42 wickets at 
20 apiece. He can see the logic 
behind the delay though, for the 

GREG CHAPPEU: 'Talent, 
commitment, patience and a positive 
attitude " —these are four of the 
ingredients the former Australian 
skipper believes are needed to beat the 
Windies. " You've got to be prepared 
to take them on mentally as much as 
anything else. You've got to get in 
there and say 'Righto, whenever I go 
to the wicket. I'm going to be under 
assault.' If you're a frontline batsman. 


seleaors obviously want to see 
how Queensland's Carl 
Rackemann and South Australia's 
Shane George fare in the Shield 
final. Angel, who bore the 
disappointment of teammate t 

Brendon Julian being chosen ' 

ahead of him to replace the injured 
Damien Fleming, was made to wait 
and watch his other two rivals. 

In the meantime, Julian, who 
started by taking five wickets 
against Guyana, says he is spurred 
on by what he calls a "backs to the 
wall" situation. The 24-year-old 
played two Tests on the successiul 
1993 England tour but fell victim 
to injuries and a lack of confidence 
last season. He puts his resurgence 
down to the help of fellow West 
Australian Dennis Lillee. "A bit ol 
hard work in the nets with Dennis 
has turned it around. I've always 
been in a situation where I've had 
my back to the wall, whether it's in 
a particular game or selections." 

Even before the tour panv was 
chosen for the West Indies series, it 
seemed Julian was a front-runner, 
but when the selectors opted Uir 
eight batsmen and four quickie 
instead of seven and five, Julian 
was the unlucky bowler to be left 
behind. Now that he is finally a part 
of the tour party, he will no doubt 
be calling on his previous West 
Indies experience when he. 

Fleming and Shane Warne were 
members of an Australian youth 
team that beat their West Indies 
counterparts 2-0 in the Caribbean 
five years ago. But that's another 
story. 

David McMahon 

you're going to be attacked and 
you've got to find a method as much 
mentally as physically to combat that. 
Once you've handled the initial 
assault, then you've got to make sure 
you go on and build a big score. From a 
batting point of view it can be a war of 
attrition. From a bowling point of 
view It's much the same son of thing. 
But the key is consistent performance, 
three sessions a day for five days." 
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MARK TAYLOR' One o! the key 

rtcisons the Windies have been sue h a 
liood sid^ lor so long is lhat thc> never 
givein Theveemu hackvtiy wtll 
You don l beeome a i hainpion side 
beirnja Ironi runner all ilie lime 
VVhi n things are going againsi iht lu 
thtst guysaa going to come out 
lighting Most ti^amsare not ipiiti 
jiad> lor that but you have to 
eapiialis( on vourgood starts and keep 
aiiae king and applying key pitssuie 
There will be tinu s when then 
Hautboyanee and talent will show up 
and you have to hick oil and sav to 
youisell Okay these guysare 
playing we II it s tune to dry ihemuj) 

ROD MARSH The re s no sueh thing as 
the eoinloil zone when playing the 
West Indies Forget it Thevaiealyou 
iht whole time with all then 
unreleruingpiessure You have to 
take them on and baek your own 
ability as It s impossible to just survive 
against them Forexample while 

The spirit of the team is openly displeyed by 
their beheviour offer they have claimed 
another unfortunate victim | 



Australia has done reasonably well 
against them we haven t been able to 
roll them over when it eounis No 
wonder they ve been encket s 
powcrside of the last two deeades The 
most important aspeel when going in 
against them is once one player gets 
in he must go on with it and make a 
big seorc 1 he West Indians 
tiaditionally do not allow batsmen to 
dieiate Very few pairs bat through a 
session against them 

I don i think their batting now has 
the same strength as betore Now the 
key to beating them is to consisit nily 
seore upwards ol 250 300 runs per 
innings Whereas previously you 
needed probably 400 to be safe 

VIV RICHARDS: All teams are equal 
until they gel on to the park and then 
It s who needs it the most The West 
Indies play with passion that sthe 
winning edge it s the passion and 
the talent of the West Indies and a 
sense of pride Any team of 11 that 
takes the field lor the West Indies play 
with heart and that s the most 
important thing 

Riehards who now woiks for the 
Antiguan Tourist Board an 
internaiional hotel chain and is also 
on the payroll of the Sultan of Brunei 
(the richest man in the world) Iccis 
lhat the present West Indies team is 
still a force to reckon with) 

Curtly (Ambrose) and Courtney 
(Walsh) are still doing their bit with 
the ball, but they do need quality back 
up he says Our hatting can still 
hold Us own against any bowling m 
ihc world I m not a great cricket 
watcher but certainly when Brian 
Lara is on show 111 watch 

MARK WAUGH, f gel the impression 
that playing aggressively against the 
West Indies stirs the image in many 
people s minds of batsman playing a 
million shots and hooking everything 
insight Tharsthesuresiwaytoa 
quick total of ISOallout being beaten 
and going nowhere Playing 
aggressively against the Windies 
doesri i mean batsmen playing shots 
they don t normally play It s about 
backing your own ability and your 



own game If that s me making a bit of 
room for myself and culling over slips 
in a certain match I m backing my 
judgement It s not the go for 
everyone 

The general idea is to be iiosilive 
with the bat and make the Windies 
pay if you do happen to get set In my 
opinion what you can i do is just hang 
in there and bat out lime because 
eventually theyTl just knock you 
over It s during the initial periods that 
they go at you really hard It's 
the same after a break such as lunch 
Thai's when they came out firing with 
the short stuff, the real pace and their 
jumping around If you get through 
lhat, they seem to settle into more line 
and length and a son of tying 
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down penod when they sweat on you 
making a mistake " 

6US LOGIE: The West Indian who 
played in 52 Tests is now a resident of 
Melbourne where he plays club 
cricket in the Australian summer His 
career which began in 1981 ended in 
1993 stretched from the final years ol 
Clive Lloyd's captaincy, througl’i Viv 
Richards' era into the start of Ritchie 
Richardson's reign He feels that 
cricket is the only thing that binds the 
West Indies together, 

"Most certainly the West Indies 
have had very talented teams who 
play with a certain amount of flair and 
panache They develop a never say die 
attitude Every Test involved a lot of 


thought and planning, but in certain 
situations individual ability and 
determination would come out and 
inspire us all New players then came 
into a side which already has the 
winning habit and are a part of that 
scene straightaway 

Logie compares the three captains 
he played under and who have led the 
cnampion West Indies sides through 
their unbeaten record 

"Lloyd was a father figure who 
installed great discipline in us He 
made us realise that we were all 
individual talents playing a team 
game, Clive was a great captain and 
we would have done anything lor 
him Viv had a different approach 
although in us own way it was almosi 


The heydays of Windiet fast bowimo may have 
gene, hut they still manage to dominate Here 
Brian Rose is caught by Derrick Murray to give 
Michael Holding his 100th Test wicket 

as successful I'm not sure we wei e as 
disciplined under Viv or thai he 
engendered as much team spirit hut 
he inspired us with his own personal 
brilliant performances Ritchie is a 
different son of captain again He 
seems to try and combine both si\ Jes 
He has had some success but hasn i 
yet achieved the same levels as his 
predecessors It was important that in 
each case the transition from one 
captain to the next was smooth 
"Today the fast bowling talent 
doesn't seems to be coming through 
quickly like they used to The qualiiv 
batsmen still are, but not the fast 
bowlers That is why the West Indies 
are perhaps more vulnerable now 


BOBBY SIMPSON: (Australian 
manager and coach and former 
captain) You must play at vour best 
at all limes to beat the West Indies 
otherwise they gain the advantage 
very easily But I'm convinced that 
they are no longer unbeatable In the 
80's there was a time when they v\c ro 
so good that it appeared there was no 
way you could defeat the m They aie 
more v ulnerable now 7 hey has c 
shown in recent limes that then 
batting can be fragile And then 
•bowling is not as good as it was 10 
years ago either I don i think crickci is 
such a dominant part of their culture 
as It once was And this slmws 
Interest in the game seems to have 
diminished in the ( anbbean There 
are more distractions I suppt)sc AIm» 
among the different islands i ac h 
appear to be doing then own thing 
now 

All said and done there is no doubt 
about the West Indies The\ arc not 
only one ot thc^rcat cm ket teams of 
all time, hut theirpsvi hologtcal 
approach constantly puts the 
opposition oft balance Toiheir 
opponents it s 'the c urse of the 
Caribbean When playing igainst the 
West Indies happiness is hard to come 
by • 
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Mike Tyson's all fired up to try and 
become the world heavyweight 
boxing champion again. The days 
in prison have reformed Tyson 
into a more mature and 
level-headed person. But can he 
repeat his success story once again? 

FROM PRADEEP PAUL, SINGAPORE 


O anger. No sense of 
^ humiliation. Just a man in 

jeans and a white T-shirt 
3 ‘ ■*, with his prison number, 

922335, hand-lettered over his heart. 

Mike Tyson is ready to face the 
world again. 

This is according to American 
magazine Esquire, which sent a 
reporter to visit Tyson in prison. 

Tyson told the reporter: "Yeah, I'm 
in good shape. But not boxing shape." 

He works out in the Indiana prison 
gym everyday, a self-imposed 
regimen of calisthenics, weights, 
running. 

But he doesn't box. 

"No boxing," he said, the familiar 
whispery voice darkened by a hint of 
regret. "They don't allow boxing in 
prison in Indiana. That's the rules. Ya 
gotta obey the rules." 

Instead, he has gone about 
improving himself. "You have good 
days, and you have bad days. But you 
just think to yourself: 'This isn't the 
end/ " said Tyson who now wants to 

discoverand shape the man who HEAVYWEIGHT BOXING'S ALPHABET SOUP 

exists beneath the fame and notonety. 

Self-education IFB (International Boxino Federation) cham^on: George Foreman 

TYSONsp.m.l«o(l.i.dme 

bd>iiidb.tsrcadlng.Molhet •mC(W«MBwi.aCMMll)clia.l,ira:0llw McCall (MM. tM. 

prisoner drove home the wisdom of champion Urry Holmos on April S) 

reading to him very early in his stay at 

the Indiana Youth Centre. Tyson VVBA (Wortd Boxing AsMciatioB) champion: Tony Tuckor fights Brueo 

explained: "Sometime In the first Shoidon for Ibo tMo on Aprii 8 (spot vacant since Foroman was stripped 

month here, I met an old con. He oltitto for roftising to fight Tucker) 

pointed at all the guys playing bail or 
CARTOON BY ARTHUR CAROOZO 


exercising, and said: 'You see them 
guys? If that's all they do when they 
are in here, they'll go out and mess up 
and come right back'." 

"He said to me: 'You want to make 
this worth something? Go to the 
library. Read books. Work your mind. 
Start with the Constitution'. And I 
knew he was light." 

So Tyson embarked on an 
astonishing campaign of 
self-education. The process did not 
begin smoothly. In his first week in 
jail, Tyson enrolled in a school 
programme, then quickly dropped 
out. He said: "You know. I'm out on 
the streets. I'm out there, or I'm 
training, or I'm in the bars. I'm 
chasing these women. Then, I came to 
this place after not going to school 
since I was what? Sixteen? 
Seventeen? They hit me with this 
thirig", 

"They said: 'Bang! Do this, do this 
work'. It was like putting a 


preliminary fighter in with a world 
champion." 

Dispirited, angry at the teachers and 
himself, he dropped out for a while. 

He said: "Then I staned very 
gradually studying on my own; 
preparing for these things. Then I took 
that literacy test—and blew it out of 
the water." 

He went back to classes, studying to 
take a high school equivalency 
examination. 

That's when he met a visiting 
teacher from Indianapolis named 
Muhammad Siddeeq. 

One thing Tyson learned quickly 
was the use of percentages and 
decimals. Still excited, he said: "I 
never learned that before. It's a small 
thing, maybe something I should 
have learned in grammer school". 

"But you come from a scrambled 
family, you're running between the 
streets and school, missing days, and 
you end up with these holes. 


FIRE 

AND 

ICE 
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SPOTLIGHT 


"One thing never connects to 
another, and you don't know why. 
You don't know what you didn't 
learn." 

Favourite books 

TYSON hasn't simply filled those 
gaping holes in education, holes that 
should have been bricked up in 
grammar school He has read 



A reformed and converted Tyson mekes his 
way past supporters. 

Incidentally Don King was retained by Tyson 
as his promoter once again 

constantly, hungrily, voraciously. 

One day it tould be a book on 
pigeons. (Tyson had raised pigeons 
with great affection in the Victorian 
house where he lived with his first 


trainer Cus D'Amato and D'Amato's 
long-time companion, Camille 
Ewald.) 

On other days, he would be reading 
into the history of organised crime. He 
said: "I want to find out how things 
really work. Not everything is in the 
history books, you know." 

Tyson has pored over Niccolo 
Machiavelli. 

He said: "He wrote about the world 
we live in. The way it really is, without 
all the bull. Not just in The Prince, but 
in The Art of War, Discourses. 

He has been reading Voltaire as well. 

Tyson added: "I love Candide. That 
was also about the world and how you 
start out one thing and end up 
another, "cause the world don't let 
you do the right thing most of the 
time." 

He has recently read The Count of 
Monte Cnsto by Alexandre Dumas, 
aware that the grandmother of the 
French writer was a black woman 
from Haiti. He said: "I identify with 
that book". 

Along with literature, Tyson has 
been reading biographies: Mao, Karl 
Marx, Genghis Khan, Hernan Cortes. 

Haunting memory 

SOME things still haunt Tyson. One 
of them is that fatal trip to Indianapolis. 

He said: "I didn't even want to go to 
Indianapolis. But I went. I'm in town 
with the best girl (rapper B. Angie B) 
that everybody wants. And I had to 
get this (jail sentence). " 

Why'd I have to do that, huh, man? 

Why'd I have to do that? I had a girl 
with me. Why'd I have to make that 
call? Why'd I have to let her (the girl 
he raped) come to my room? 

He has his regrets. Now he is trying 
hard to acquire some measure of 
humility. 

"If you could quote me, say that 
anything I ever said to any fighters 
that they remember—like making 
Tyrell Biggs cry like a girl, like putting 
a guy's nose into his brain, like making 
Razor Ruddock my girlfriend—I'm 
deeply sorry. I will appreciate their 
forgiveness," said Tyson 
remembering the times when he was 
at his menacing best. 


Fora woman's touch 

TYSON said: "I miss the very simple 
things. 

"I miss a woman sexually. But more 
important, I miss the pleasure of being 
in a woman's presence. To speak lo a 
woman in private and discuss things. 

"I just want to be able to have 
privacy where no one can say: 'Time, 
Tyson, let's go!' ^ 

"You miss being with people. I miss 
flying my birds. They're not gonna 
know me. I'm not gonna know them, 
because there's so many new ones 
cause of the babies. 

"I miss being able to hang out. 1 miss 
long drives. Sometimes 1 used to just 
gel in the car and drive to 
Washington, I miss that a lot." 

Born fighter 

WILL Tyson fight again.^ Yes, he 
says. Tyson will be 28 when he 
returns, the same age as Ali when he 
made his comeback and certainly 
younger than George Foreman when 
he made his 

He asks repeatedly about active 
fighters and how they looked in their 
latest bouts because he only saw brief 
clips on CNN. 

He said- "I'm a fighter. Thai's what I 
do. I was born to do that." And that's 
what he will do. For Mike Tyson is 
back in demand. 

GEORGE FOREMAN wants him. 
Evander Holyfield wants him. James 
"Buster" Douglas wants him. 

Poor Mike Tyson. He's just about 
walked out of that Indiana prison, 
where he served lime lor raping a 
Desiree Washington, beauty 
contestant. 

But, already, there is a queue of 
heavyweight boxers who want to 
jump into the ring with him. 

Foreman says it'll be his last waltz. 
Holyfield thinks it's his ticket back 
into the spotlight. And Douglas is 
seeking to prove that he wasn't a 
one-shot wonder. 

But why Tyson? Why an cx-ronvict 
who hasn't seen a pair of gloves for 
three years? 

Can't these guys get what they want 





'Iron Miko* Tyson 'ilMo Im throof oftor 
ffloorinfl Micliool Spinks. Con Tyson oot bock to 
his monacinp soif ones asnin? 

from other boxers'^ Or from each 
other'> 

No way They know—like the rest 
of the world — that Iron Mike is the 
man to beat 

No boxer of this generation can 
hold up his head with pride and claim 
to be the true heavyweight champion 
of the world if he hasn t beaten 
Tyson 

Besides there is also the small 
matter of finances 

All three of them know only too 
well that Tyson s comeback bout is 
paved with gold 

Hey It s pure matinee script 
A rags-to-riches to prison story of a 
boy beating the ghetto to become a 
world champion only to succumb to 
his fame and fortune 
Tyson s march to the top of boxing 
was fuelled by the hunger of poverty 
But at one stage of his career he 
was rich enough to drive his own 
Ferrari Or even buy another of those 
Italian dream machines just 
because he couldn i get a cab home 
after sending his first Ferrari in for 
servicing* 

Then arrogance set in 
He thought he was mdestruaible 
He lost his title Worse he lost his head 
and raped Desiree Washington Then 
he lost his freedom 

Now after spending the last three 
years of his life lifting weights and 
hard-cover books. Tyson is free 
And everyone wants to play the 
supporting role in what promises to be 
an epic 

But has anyone bothered to check 
with Tyson 

Is he Itching to slip on his gloves 
again'^ If so place your bets on a 
second-round knockout 
Or IS he a mellowed man now^ If so 
maybe his opponents might go the 
distance 

Or does he want to fight at alP After 
dosing himself on Machiavelli and 
Voltaire the man might prefer to let 
his brain think instead of being 
whipped into omelette constantly 
We'll find out soon • 
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M AUTIN AMXS«. on tennis 
'"persoiMitities" In The New 
Viorirermagaziiie: 'There is a 
'tteniand' Ipr 'personalities/ 
because that's the kind of age 
we're Uvlng in. Laver, 
Rosewall, Ashe: these were 
dynamic and exemplary 
filptres; they didn't need 
'personality' because they 
had character.... How about 
Fete Sampras, then—so often 


found waptfn^iinil^j 
'personaUty'dcparoiMIs; , 

Vjihatforntwoti^ti^t, > , 

'personafity'take?$hniit^ll%/ ' 
flst'dendiing, *• ‘»" ',1'^ ‘ 
ioin-thrusdi^A}t|lr^'' 
tennhplaye>»sH;ieyiyht,ir , ' 
great tennis is wtiat have, or to eoni^J^'f 

interested ht(rafh«^th4^. > peisonaUt]f‘><-<an^^^ 
something mom|atvd]f% anassholf.** ^ ^ 
l^eialiired)* The Wd*^ed 
Medvedev. the anafee‘4P^ed 




K»iH. 



The so«d sM tfays. John Me Emm. Tmr OwniMi, PM* SaMpras awl AismI 
Mas Satyferaw USA in a Davb Cap aialeh 

JOHN McENROE, telling who snub the Davis Cup: "I 

The Atlanta Journal he's could be ready tomorrow. Is 

angry about Aiuerican stars that soon enough? My 


brother [Patrick] and I could 
step out on the court now and 
beat anyone, including those 
two people who just won the 
Australian Open. How could 
someone not w^t to 
represent their country? I 
don't understand it... but yet 
we have [Andre] Agassi who 
is [listed as] 'unavailable.' 
[Michael] Chang is 
'unavailable' because they're 
playing it in Florida instead of 
California. [Pete] Sampras 
says no because he doesn't 
want to get too tired. This 
should be something that 
should be an obligation 
without being an obligation. I 
think the fact that people 
have to be begged to play 
[Davis Cup] shows you 
something is seriously 
wrong." 


NICK BOLLETITERI, telling 
the tJaUy Telegraph's Robert 
Philip a^ut leadership: "To 
be a coach, to bea leader, to be 
a president, you first of all 
have to risk Ug diings. Most 
people risk sn:^ things. 

That's why mostpeop^ can fit 
into everyday lift. You mdst 
also have the aUhty to get 




undemmt^ thf 
whatmal^] 
you 

tiehabhlaid^l^W 

ri?ks> Wea, 

family ^ 

going on 
awayhi^fl^ 

















AKBAR EBRAHIM 


CHASING 
A DREAM 


He has the credit of becoming India's first test driver in 
the Formula One circuit. Can he go on 
to become India's answer to the best FI drivers in the world? 


BY GEORGE FRANCIS, MADRAS 



A fter 90 years of racing, 
India is finally being 
recognised in the Formula 
One circuit. And the man 
responsible for this is a balding 
youngster from Madras who goes by 
the name of Akbar Ebrahim. 

Two British international teams, 
Weylock Race Preparation and 
Mansell Madgewick have offered 
Akbar a berth in their F2 
Championship teams, while Team 
Pacific Grand Prix also of Britain has 
offered him a FI Test Driving 
Contract, in addition to a berth in their 
F2 team. And to top it all La Rousse of 
France has offered him a F3 driver 
status in the French Championships 
in additipn to a F1 Test driver 
contract. 

The demand the Indian driver now 
has in the international racing circles, 
did not come easily though. Hard 
work on the Indian tracks and in the 
'94 Formula Asia Championship has 
sky-rocketed the Indian daredevil 
into the top spot. 

Akbar, who has won the Formula 3 
Championship in India for two years, 
and the single-seater Maruti class for 
three successive years finished among 
the first five (in points gained from six 
rounds of racing) in the new Formula 
Asia 2000 class as an entry from Team 
JK-McDowell, and was co-sponsored 
by Brakes India Limited. Surprisingly, 
'Akku' (as he is known to friends) 
started off as a cricketer and then 
switched over to motor sports, when 
politics within the selection 
committee deprived him of a Ranji 
berth. In his 15 years of racing, he has 
raced quite a few times in the UK, to 
gain knowledge and experience. 

The contract with any team for the 
Formula 1 season would cost a 
whooping 260,000 Sterling. If Akbar 
ventures into the F 3000 or Foimula 2 
series simultaneously, and then 
balances this with the Formula One 
testing arrangement, he could gain 
vital experience and also put his 
driving talents on show to the world of 
FI racing. To race in the F3000 or 
Formula 2 category, Ebrahim would 
have to invest another £200,000, and' 
the total expenditure incurred would 





BbrahliQ '^eniault has given us ;he 

. hcq^’^ fflthi u t^ uie the car hi ttidia; They'virtli'beWclcing us up by . 
gettfa^^eapproi^ from HA <the Worid Rac^body^ ftethe Indian 
.ChiutiipiltKndd^.'Itte three party agreeinent..WeybKik'Race Preparations 
(WRPI of UIC has sigiied tip with R^Uk who ht.tum wUl supjdy us with 
all the tedmf^l qwdikationt for the cars to be,bbRt here." 

'^RallaUh Is rapidyihga cxHx^letepacki^'deaiM a dteaper pride to 
; pronfote Ujw ^afempfoitfhfo in hHlia. Tl« etig)he> jpar tiox, steering rad(, 
tMrake'pa^<etc.n»aiilngtoabaut 60 to!^percemofthecarwilibe - 
M^plied hyi and ARRF. wUl jointly own ^ design and 


'yQdd)l|ag.te)!mMnM%MrvlforlvaTdhan'<ahothet‘.radiiig.seiisation) of 
./ColfobatQre. 'Mil inanufaaute the car. ARRF wiU.take tare of 

foaiketlng the sotibj^ie to potential drivers arid.teariiahcreartd abroad, for 

.'tb.tl^'wtlce 1 ^ thiaHevidoptneht, ARRP proposes to form a sub*di^on 
tcir^'^jfozmularhbtiauit Champibnihip in India. "Weare plaimhig to 
. g^jhmjp^Ofoirn^v^id^^ 1995.lfthisdpesnotworkout 


earhonutiogat^by’^. 
diubs otfodlab.the supreme body'ot <. 
a spqrtscg fobadc the Chatoptonship 

I' FoKmuhiRetuiult', and he is wdl 

pwntihl of t^ 


'i,>,;^^^||^ph^^.dl^tely.adhereWcoii|pi^dt^.andlhtirrechi|f'.'stid 

mgfoea bi-tifo- ' 
o^g^aer^'hi^-^dfi^^ fots/ 
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be lo the tune ol £500 000 (Rs 2 5 
crores) 

Akbar s major worry at the moment 
IS to find sponsors who can fund him 
with that kind of money The Pacific 
Grand Pnx has offered advertisement 
space on their Formula cars 
proportionate to the contract fee for 

Shear herd work is responsible for Ebrahim s 
success story so far but now in tbs big league 
be has to hone his skills to an art 


his sponsors that would remain on for 
the full season 

A Testing Contract allows a driver 
to test the Formula One cars 
belonging to the team concerned, 
(which would help him gain 
experience and expertise) and he 
would also be a stand- in at a Grand' j 
Pnx in the event of the team needing a 
replacement dnver due to any 
unforeseen incident Of course Akbar 


pf 


Im/ ''¥r ' 
















beating Michael Schumacher m the 
1994 Formula One Championship, 
was never invited to join any team It 
was his test driving for Williams 
Renault that impressed the team to pit 
him as their leadmg driver '"Onecan 







enter the FI series only If he wins the 
F3000 or Formula 2 Championship. 
The 'Test Driver' option is the best 
way, for me to prove my worth", said 
Akter. 

To drive in the Formula One circuit, 
one has to necessarily have a 'Super A 
License' and without that Akbar can 
only drive in the Formula 2 or F 3000 ' 
Championship. "Weylock Race 


Preparation of UK, FI Racing 
Sensation and Nigel Mansell's 
Mansell Madgewick have already 
offered me a berth for F2 in 1995. 

Only the budget needs to be finalised." 
said Akbar. 

Ebrahim, who is well known in the 
circuit for his hard work has climbed 
the ladder using only his talent, is the 
first Indian to be offered a Test driver' 


Akbar Ebrablm ia aelioa dwiag tbt Foimula 
Asia Cbanpioaaliipa ia “M 

contract by any Formula One Team 
and couid well go on to become the 
first Indian Formula I driver. 

The big bucks that he has to dish out 
initiaiiy remains a major probiem. 

This is a maiady that exists in Indian 
sport but let's hope that Akbar 
Ebrahim does not become another 
victim of this syndrome. • 
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Padangis to Singapore what i 

I the Maidan is to Calcutta. 

JL Situated bang in the middle of 
the island nation, this patch of green is 
the centre of Singapore's sporting 
activity. At opposite ends of the 
padangarc the two leading 
socio-sporting clubs of 
Singapore—The Singapore 
Recreation Club and the Singapore 
Cricket Club. 

The latter, as the name would 
suggest, is reserved more for the expat 
Brits, though cricket is not the only 
game it propagates. While in transit 
last month, one was lucky to spend a 
Sunday at the club, watching 
Singapore's version of the now 
famous Hongkong Seven's Rugby. 

The beer and the rugby apart, high on 
the list of topics was Nick Leeson, that 
yuppie \guilo (Singaporean for 'white 
man') who singlehandedly duped the 
Singapore Stock Exchange and 
hoodwinked his now bankrupt 
employers. 

Leeson, apparently, was a regular at 
the see, where, it is said, his 
cricketing skills were mediocre, 
though his beer-drinking talent was 
much above average. Needless to add, 
Leeson, through his recent deeds (or 
misdeeds) has obviously lost his 
membership of the exclusive club. But 
this wasn't the first time that his 
membership has been cancelled 


A few months ago, the club 
suspended him for 'ungentlemanly 
conduct', after one of his guests 
became involved in an incident in the 
billiards room. Fortunately, that 
skirmish didn't coincide with the 
rugby tournament, otherwise Leeson 
and his mates could well have had 
their fight with a few rugger boys. 
That would probably have saved 
Barings from bankruptcy because, 
judging by the size of the guys who 
participated in the rugby tournament, 
Leeson and company would have 
been in hospital with little scope to 
speculate in the future's market. 

Talking about hospitals, it was sad 
to read the news item in the papers 
recently about a ten-year-old girl 
named Zeenat who died after being 
hit on the head by a cricket ball while 
she was passing a cricket ground in 
her hometown of Jamshedpur, in 
Bihar. 

Cricket, as they say, is truly a game 
of uncertainties but in this case, it 
wasn't 'glorious' by any stretch of the 
imagination. One other recent 
cricketing uncertainty was the news 
that Sri Lankan batsman Hashan 
Tillekeratne has decided to divorce his 
wife. Now the only reason this 
particular divorce made news, is that 
it is a divorce with a difference. So 
often you hear of cricketing wives 

CARTOON BY ARTHUR CARDOZO 


complain of a lack of family life 
because of the hectic travels and 
commitments of their cricketing 
husbands. 

But in Tillekeratne'scase, the 
proverbial boot is on the other foot: he 
has petitioned the court on the 
grounds that wife Nadeesha is "too 
busy attending social events to look 
after the household chores". He 
complains that she "does not^ven" 
prepare his meals when he returns 
home alter a hard day's cricket. In the 
West, of course, Tillekeratne would 
have been labelled an MCP, but in the 
subcontinental context, he is 
apparently merely demanding what is 
his 'right' as a married man. 

And while on the topic of marriage, 
one cannot resist mentioning the 
recently released autobiography of 
former Australian wicketkeeer Tim 
Zoehrer. Aptly named. Now the gloves 
are off, the keeper from Western 
Australia has in the book, hit out at 
the cricketing establishment in both 
the country and his stale, with a good 
number of blows below the belt. Of all 
the punches that he has thrown at the 
establishment, the most laughable 
one is that he was eased out of the 
Australian team because he fell out 
with cricket manager Bobby Simpson, 
all because he was dating Simpson's 
daughter, but was not prepared to 
marry her. 

Talk about sacrificing your career at 
the altar of bachelorhood! 

Among the other revelations 
Zoehrer has made, the one most 
relevant to us in India is the incident 
during the Tied Test at Madras when 
Zoehrer bent over and presented his 
posterior to Chetan Sharma, who was 
batting at the time. If like me, you 
wondered what was happening, we 
now have the answer. Zoehrer had 
been mumbling away at Sharma, who 
complained to the umpiie. 

When Zoehrer persisted, Sharma 
threatened to hit him over the head 
with his bat. Zoehrer, unimpressed, 
bent over and asked Sharma if that 
would be more suited to his style. 

Legal experts tell us there was no 
further, ahem, action. 

Andy O'Brien 
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ASIA CUP 

NO BIG 
DEAL! 

With Sri Lanka eliminating 
India's nemesis Pakistan, how 
should we rate our win at 
Sharjah? 
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with Sri Lanka eliminating India's nemesis, Pakistan, how 
should we view our triumph at Sharjah? 


A O we won in Sharjah 

'' at last SowhaP 

Why fool ourselves’^ 
All we really achieved was 
that we beat Lanka and 
Bangladesh No reason 
really to go over the moon 
or to talk in terms of a new 
era in Indian cricket Of 
course winning does 
count But It s winning the 
'big one' that should count 
Big, as in games against 
Pakistan Big, as in 
something more than a 
three or four nation 


tournament Big as in 
margins of victory 
Oh yes, we did spank Sri 
Lanka and Bangladesh Oh 
yes they were big viaories 
But what happened against 
Pakistan*^ Isn t it obvious 
that our players lose the 
game in their heads even 
before they walk on to the 
ground to take on their 
traditional rivals 
And then we are told by 
our captain not to get upset 
about our loss because 'it's 
only a game ' Sorry 


skipper, for you and your 
players, it's more than a 
game, it's a profession 
And, like any other 
profession, cncketers too 
have to be accountable For 
the other 900 million of us 
who spend so much 
emotional energy 
supporting the team, 'it's 
only a game' 

Cncket has given our 
players their bread, and the 
other luxunes that go with 
fame and wealth And we 
ought not to grudge them 


that, because them talents 
thoroughly deserved that 
reward But if they tell us 
that 'it's only a game,' then 
they ought to take this 
piece of criticism, with a 
pinch of salt, because as 
professional journalists we 
too can turn around and 
say that wriung for us 'is 
only a game' 

And maybe the 
temperamental lapses that 
the team sometimes shows 
has to do with this, 'only a 
game'attitude Catch a 
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PHOTOGRAPHS BY KAMAL JULKA 


Azhar holds the cup aloft 

Pakistani cricketer saying 
that a loss to India 'doesn't 
matter'. One colleague 
recalls one Pakistani 
captain telling him, "We 
have faith in Allah and 
ourselves and so we believe 
that we can win any game 
in any situation. We never 
give up anything as a lost 
cause." While that may be 
somewhat of an 
exaggeration, at least, it's a 
healthy attitude to have. 


O F course, this time 
at Shaijah the 
'focus on India' 
boomeranged oh Pakistan 
with their stand-in captain 
Saaed Anwar openly 
admitting that his team 
was looking to the final 

Tlio Irtooloof stOHds jwoodty oftof 
Indio'owlii 


against India, while they 
played Sri Lanka. All these 
years the Pakistan team has 
(with a fair share of luck, 
we may add), flourished in 
spite of problems and 
scandals in the cricketing 


structure. Maybe their luck 
is running out and the 
problems of Pakistan 
cricket may finally be 
reflecting on the 
performance of the team. 
And this was apparently 








0 ^ 




considered to be the best 
chance that India had to 
beat Pakistan. Our 
manager told us that India 
would win because of 'the 
law of averages'. Why can't 
we win because we play 
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better cricket. Why depend 
on the law of averages to 
win games? 

Then our manager 
(whose retirement, mind 
you»is a big blow for Indian 
cricket) goes on television 
during the India-Pakistan 
game and says, that 
Pakistan's tactics of 
packing the off side and 
then bowling on the off 
stump, 'would have 
boomeranged' had 
Pakistan not got such a 
massive score to defend. 

If that statement defied 
logic, it must 
also be said that it often 
seems that the Indian team 
had no tactics at all. To the 
Indian tCam, homework it 
seems, is what school 
children are forced to do m 
the evenings after school. It 
apparently has no place in 
international cricket. Yet 
we had a situation where a 
rival captain (Arjuna 
Ranatunga) openly says, 
that the final match will 
depend on how well "our 
'homework' could curtail 
Sachin Tendulkar." 

The statement is also a 
sad reflection of the 
opposition's regard for the 
Indian team and the latter's 
over-dependence on one 
batsman's innings. In that 
context, it was heartening 
that Navjot Sidhu and 
Azharuddin did the bulk of 
the scoring in the final. 
Sidhu is at last being 
recognised for his worth 
with the captain very 
rightly calling him "one of 
the pillars of the Indian 
team." 


B eforefthe Indian 
team gets delirious 
with the euphoria 
that follows each of its 
tournament wins, it would 
TaaduNuMT is wailid vpoa k|f 
KssiMi asd Uigal ChattMlss 
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be in their best interests to 
actually sit up and take 
stock of their own 
situation. To begin with, 
they should look within 
themselves as a team and 
start asking relevant 
questions. Like, why is it 
that they are unable, and 
this has become a regular 
feature, to bowl out the 
opposition in a match. And 
when we talk of 
opposition, Bangladesh 
should not be ignored. For 
too long we have been 
relying on traditional 
methods of operation; 
waiting for things to 
happen. It would be more 
along the lines of a 
professional approach if 
bowlers are utilised 
according to merit rather 
than reputation. The fact 
that Azharuddin did not let 
Kumble (8-0-29-2), 

Sachin (7-0-27-0) and 
Utpai (8-0-35-2) complete 
their quotas in the match 
against Pakistan is a case in 
point. And those bits of 
bowling stats that 
accompanies these three 
bowlers, becomes all that 
more relevant when you 
consider that India gave 
away nearly 90 runs in 
their last ten overs. And it 
were those 10 overs that 
made the difference 
considering we lost the 
match by 97 runs. 


The Indian loam 
aftarthafallofa 
Sri Lankan 
wickat in tha final 


At last tho Indian 
supporters in 
Sharjah had 
somatbing to 
shout about 


Ranatunga is 
congratulated 
aflor Sri Lanka's 
sensational wictory 
over Pakistan 


With the World Cup 
round the corner, the 
Indian team's 'brains trust' 
has some serious thinking 
to do. We must accept the 
faa that we got exposed on 
the pitches abroad. 

Without taking anything 
away from Azhar's 
impeccable track record as 
a captain, one must 
ho|yever, add that his 
api^roach on the field has to 
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look a little more 'cerebral'. 

Perhaps, the time has 
come to start giving 
talented bowlers like Sairaj 
Bahutule and yes, maybe 
even Utpal Chatteijee an 
extended run. Utpal did 
manage to make an 
impression in the game 
against Pakistan. But 
whether his performance 
was good enough for him 
to secure a berth in the 
squad in the future is 
something that remains to 
be seen. One sincerely 
hopes that Utpal's services 
will not be forgotten. So 
often fringe players 
suddenly become 
'also-rans' when the time to 
pick the team for the next 
tourqament that comes 
along. 


Pnbbakar gata ooa past dw Sri 
Laakaa wiekadiaapar 

The move to induct Ajay 
Jadeja in the team, midway 
through the tournament 
was a wise one (even 
though it was necessitated 
sadly by Vinod Kambli's 
lack of form). 

One has to realise that 
Ajay Jadeja has a lot to 
offer to the team. And if 
some pundits do not 
exactly think so, then 
maybe they ought to 
consider the level of 
commitment that he 
exhibits on the field. The 
difference in the standard 
of fielding was 
immediately visible after 
Jad!(^'s induaion. And 
eveh though he did not get 
to bat in any of the games 


that he played m, one must 
not forget the 
contributions that he has 
made in the past. His 
energy is exactly what the 
team needs to get rid of the 
lethargy that sometimes 
creeps in. 

I T would seem odd that 
one has managed to 
spew out so much of 
criticism, in spite of the fact 
that India has won the Asia 
Cup. But the Indian players 
would do well to take this 
in the prc^r perspective. 
For even fi we dismiss the 
match against Pakistan as 
'just a game', the record 
books will testify that out 
of 19 matches played 
against India at Shaijah, 
Pakistan have a 16-3 lead. 


And whether we like it or 
not, that's what is going to 
stay in the record books: 
and that's what is relevant. 

Many may find it strange 
that we continue to 
condemn our team even 
after they have won. But 
let all this not be seen as 
criticising for the sake of it. 
It IS merely stating the facts, 
as they are, for the good of 
Indian cricket. There is no 
malice involved: only good 
intentions, so that our 
team gives a good account 
of themselves when the 
cricketing world gathers in 
our backyard in February 
1996. For then, the Indian 
public will nor accept the 
excuse that, 'It's only a 
game.' # 

By A Special Correspondent 
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CARTOON BY ARTHUR CARDOZO 


A Delight 

S HANE WARNE's interview 
(Sportsworld, March 29th) 
was a delight. Wame varies 
the trajectory of his bowling from 
ball to ball and he always 
mystifies the world class 
batsmen, as to which way the ball 
would turn. He is definitely a 
mystery bowler. 

Srikkanth was perhaps the 
only batsman to master Warne 
and that was because the 
Australian was playing his debut 
series. But today, there is no 
batsman who can read his 
bowling. After all. what can you 
do when in the course of one 
over, you have to face leg 
spinners, top spinners, flippers 
and. of course, googlies. 

Shane Warne is one of the 
brightest stars in the cricketing 
firmament. 

C.K. SUBRAMANIAM, 

Coimbatore. 

Clap, Clap! 

Y OU deserve genuine 

applause for proving in your 
Canoon Corner by Gopal Sarkar 
{SportsworH 15th March), that 
a few good visuals are much more 
enlightening than reams of 
newsprint. 

Keep up the good work, Mr. 
Sarkarl 
SHANTAMITRA. 

Hyderabad. 

Amazing Andre 

A ndre AGASSI's Australian 
Open win and his recent 
Tour wins, show that if he plays 
flawless tennis and remains 
focussed as well, he is going to be 
a great rival to Pete Sampras, 
which is what tennis needs, a 
rivalry on the likes of McEnroe 
and Borg and Connors and Lendl. 
ARSHAD. 

Jorhat 




First Class Rip-Off 




Iw.ls 


Y es, Prime Minister 

{Sportsw&cid, I5thMjg^(cti)ts 
a first class r^-o£f on AdoiUjt-; 

of cricket. Imran's yoke face . . lm ' 

surely a step towards die'-,- ■ 

ridiculous from tlie stibl^^- ,f: ^ if 
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READERS' 

UIZ 


QUESTIONS 


I K.D. Walters of 
I ^ Australia was the 
first batsman in the history 
of cricket to score a century 
and a double century in the 
same Test when he played 
against the West Indies at 
Sydney in the 1968-69 
scries. Who is the second 
player to perform this feat? 

Which bowling 
innovation was 
established in cricket in 
1900? 


3 Who took the first 

« hat-trick in Test 
cricket? 

4 When and against 
« whom did Richard 
Hadlee make his Test 
debut? 

5 Who was Kapil 
Dev's 300th Test 
viaim? 

( Who was the first 
y player to score a 
century on debut in 
one-day internationals? 

What was so 
/ * unusual about the 
Pakistan innings in their 
low scoring one-day 
international against 
England at Edgbaston in 
1977? 

AntM^rtoQNo.1 


CARTOONS ARTHUR CARDOZO 












Answer to dNo. 7 


Q Which two 
O . countries played 
the first match in the 
inaugural Prudential 
World Cup in 1975? 




(who was the first 
. - Indian to score a 

century in Test cricket? 

I ^ \ What record did 
^ ^Gary Gilmourof 
Australia create in the '75 
World Cup? 


ANSWERS 


1. Sunil Gavaskar. In his fourth Test against 
the West Indies at Pon-of-Spain, in 1971. 
He scored a century (124) in the first 
innings and a double century (220) in the 
second innings. 

2. The six ball over. 

3. F.R. Spofforth, Australia Vs. England, 
1978-79. 

4. Hadlee made his Test debut against 
Pakistan at Wellington in '72-73. 

5. Rumesh Ratnayake of Sri Lanka. 

6. D.L Amiss, against Australia at 
Manchester in 1972. 

7. Six Pakistani batsman had 'ducks' against 
their names—a record in one-day cricket. 

8 . England and India at Lord's. 

9. Lala Amarnath. 

10. He was the first bowler to take six wickets 
in a one-day game. It was against England 
at Leeds in the semi final. 
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Gossip, innuendos, rumours, suspicions... 

BUT. WHAT'S 
THE TRUTH? 

New revelations on cricket's betting scandals 

BY ANDY O BRIEN thejournalist understood their local dialect, openly 

spoke about betting Occasionally, they would turn 

HL Indian journalist huiried through the around and direct their conversation about pens, 

lobby of hotel I anka Oberoi in Colombo He sub-continental betting slang for a hundred thousand 

was late for his appointment to interview rupees to Malik, who ignored them 

Pakistan captain Salim Malik whose team was The interview over, when thejournalist closed the 

struggling foi form in the four nation Singer World door behind him, he overheard Malik severely 

Series last October Malik was courteous enough to chastising his two visitors for talkmg so openly in front 

allow the interview u. proceed in the jinvacy ol his of thejournalist 

room, despite the delay and the presence of teammate Pakistan, surprisingly, lost all the matches they 

Akram Raza and another gentleman While the played in that tournament, after having wiped the floor 

intdjjnew continued, ihe iwo guests', unaware that with Sri Lanka in the senes that preceded it. There were 
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many who confidently predicted that Pakistan would 
lose their game against Australia even when they were 
sailing at 77 for one while chasing Australia's meagre 
total of 179. Ironically, both Malik and Raza are out of 
the Pakistan team for the ongoing Asia Cup and no 
official cricketing reason has been given for their 
omission. 

In fad, while the leading Asian cricketing nations are 
presently vying for supremacy in the Asia Cup in the 
cricketing oasis of Sharjah, talk is not so much of who 
will win that traditional battle between arch rivals India 
and Pakistan, but more about what the latest gossip is 
on the bribery front. In the midst of the glitz, glamour 
and extravagance of Sharjah, where a cricket 
tournament often resembles a high society party in 
which the creme de la creme of Indian, Pakistani and 
Arab sodety gather to exhibit their wealth and power, 
the previously taboo topic of betting in cricket has 
infiltrated even into the exclusive Grand Stand of the 
Sharjah Cricket Ground. 

With Sharjah at the receiving end of allegations of 
match-fixing, even before the latest bribery scandals 
broke in February, the Cricketers Benefit Fund Series 
(CBFS), which conducts tournaments in the Emirates, 
had, at their last tournament in April, prominently 
displayed a police warning that, "betting in any 
manner" at the stadium would be punishable by law. 
This time though the 'warnings' were missing when 


What other logical reason could there be 
for Pakistan authorities to first suspend 
Malik, then revoke that suspension, only 
to eventually omit him from the team, 
while claiming in the same breath that "he 
is innocent until proven guilty" 


the tournament began, as if it were a deliberate attempt 
to eliminate any talk of the controversies that have 
plagued world cricket over the last few months. 

"Gosh, it's a pure oversight," CBFS spokesman Asif 
Noorani told The Telegraph. "'Actually the notices got 
pulled down during our cleaning operations, but we'll 
put them up again. This shouldn't be misunderstood." 

MALIK'S PREVIOUS FINANCIAL DEALINGS 

V /C / HILE many may give the organisers the benefit 
V of the doubt, the same cannot be said of the 
former Pakistan captain Salim Malik who stands 
accused of attempting to bribe Shane Warne and Tim 
May during Australia's tour of Pakistan in Oaober 
1994. The fact that Malik has been left out of the team 
has led to speculation that he is paying the price for his 
alleged conneaions with the betting scandals. What 
other logical reason could there be for the Pakistan 













RIDING THE MORAL HIGH-HORSE! 


T he most amazing 
pan of the 
shambles 

surrounding cricket 
betting claims and 
counter claims is that so 
many people claimed 
not to know anything 
about it. 

Any one player, 
administrator or 
Journalist involved at 
the international level 
for any length of time 
would have found it 
very difficult not to hear 
the stories which 
regularly filter out of the 
subcontinent. 

One prominent 
journalist from the 
subcontinent, who 
seems to have 
benefitted from his 
close association with 
some high-profile 
cricket people in the 
past, treated the whole 
matter as an open 
secret. He once told how 
a former Pakistani 
captain made a killing in 
one of those inevitably 


drawn Tests between 
India and Pakistan. 
There was clearly going 
to be no result and 
Pakistan were well 
placed to pass India's 
first innings score. The 
Pakistani captain, 
enticed by the good 
odds that Pakistan 
would trail on the first 
innings, wagered 
heavily and then 
declared behind India's 
first innings total. 

Accusations of 
gambling and fixed 
matches have been 
particularly strong in 
Sharjah, which is run by 
expatriate Pakistanis. 
Indian authorities 
became so incensed 
during one tournament 
that they threatened 
not to return. 

But before anyone in 
the Australian cricket 
community climbs too 
far up the high moral 
ground, it must be 
remembered that one of 


the most famous bets in 
cricket history was laid 
by two of Australia's 
most respected players. 

It is now part of this 
country's cricket lore 
that Rod Marsh and 
Dennis Lillee backed 
England at 500-1 
during the 1981 tour 
because the odds were 
"too good to refuse". 
Lillee and Marsh 
collected but no one has 
ever questioned their 
propriety or 
conunitment to their 
country. 

However, what if the 
same set of 
circumstances had 
surrounded such an 
extraordinary Pakistani 
loss, with two 
high-profile players 
betting against their 
own side? What would 
be the automatic 
conclusion of most in 
the Anglo-Saxon 
cricket world? 

Would many of us be 
guilty of believing that 


while Lillee and Marsh 
were beyond reproach, 
other players from 
different parts of the 
world should 
automatically be ^ 
thought of difi^erently. 
Nevertheless, betting is 
so big in the 
subcontinent, that 
Bombay bookmakers 
can be the bane of 
touring journalists' life, 

No sooner had the 
phones been installed at 
the SSC ground In 1992 
during Australia's flrst 
Test in Sri Lanka for a 
decade^that they 
started ringing. The 
phone system in the 
subcontinent can be a 
different servant 
particularly in India,but 
the bookmakers never 
seemed to have any 
trouble finding the press 
box members and 
making contact. 

Questions ranged 
from the toss, 12th man, 
fitness of players and 


authorities to first suspend him, then revoke that 
suspension, only to eventually omit him from the 
team, while claiming in the same breath that "he is 
innocent until proven guilty"? 

Malik's previous reputation in financial matters are 
now being discussed openly, and they have apparently 
been found to be 'suspect'. Anisuddin Khan, in an 
article in the latest issue of The Cricketer, Pakistan, has 
discussed Malik's apparent dubious financial past. He 
says that around 1987-88, Malik "publicly faced 
allegations of embezzlement and cheating and after 
great difficulty saved himself from the clutches of the 
law." 

The story is that Malik apparently joined a few of his 
rich friends to launch a co-operative financial 
company, which promised prospective clients huge 
returns on investments. Apart from his own 
invQiBnent, Malik's name and fame were used to 


provide the company its goodwill. Unfortunately, 
Malik lost a large part of his life's savings when the 
company collapsed and the law moved in to arrest the 
culprits who had duped hundreds of investors. Even 
though his parmers were caught, Malik evidently came 
out of the scandal with his name intact, if a trifle 
scarred, not only because there was not enough proof 
against him, but moreso because the Board of Control 
For Cricket in Pakistan (BCCP) supposedly pulled 
strings to get him off the hook. 

At around the same time Malik's cricketing fortunes 
also took a nosedive, with him being repeatedly 
ignored by the national selectors. This meant a further 
loss of income; Rs. 50,000 per Test and Rs. 25,000 per 
one-day international to be exact. 

The article in The Cricketer, Pakistan,goes on to 
deduce: "When Salim Malik was experiencing the 
trauma of a collapsed financial society, the illegal 
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scoi:eup<|^uistoirti>H8^ 
demand Dt "Who «i^ 
WW'*sOp«#ttdl 
iMOlanaker pastocd a 
€(^ka^e so mudi 
during the Aitelakle 
Test against West Indies 
two summers ago that, 
as it headed towards a 
gripping conclusion, he 
repUed “Australia, put 
your house on It." West 
Indies subsequently 
won by one run and the 
bookmaker did not call 
at all during the fifth 
Test m Perth, His fate 
remains unknown. 

But the subcontinent 
is not the only place 
tiriiere betting is high on 
cricket. In dear Did 
England all maimers of 
wagers are p<»sible 
from simple victories to 
margins, runs a session, 
averages and 
aggregates. So boring 
did the county games 
become during 
Australia's 1993 tour 
that a couple Of |>iay«RS 


negulariy qpvnt more 
driie in rite betting t^t 
than thedresriag rooiii 
punting on the racei 
the cricket and 
whatever else wasgtdng. 

While this was simply 
a pastime for a couple of 
the touring party's 
more seasoned punters, 
it occurred tome that it 
would not be dUficuh 
for the team to 
ordtestrate a killing or 
two. 

So poor were some of 
the county attacks that 
It would have been easy 
to back a modest or 
even low session target 
iaammesothe 
batsmen know exactly 
how many they neAied 
to achieve the win, and 
bat accordingly. 

To my knowledge, 
this never 
happened-~they 
slogged most county 
bowlers everywhere, 
but rile possilMlIty is 
always there. 


betting mafia operating from the shores of Bombay, 
had already successfully brought undei its influence a 
number of Test stars and businessmen How could the 
mislortunes that befell Malik miss the attention of the 
mafia carteP There could not be a belter picy for the 
mafia than a reputed cricketer m a dire financial state '' 
Furthermore, it is now rumoured in Sharjah that some 
of Malik's colleagues have privately disclosed that their 
former captain had behaved in mysterious ways before 
and durmg different Test series 
There are reports that Basil Ah and Rashid Latif, who 
suddenly, prematurely and in mid-tour, announced 
their retirements from the game when the latest 
accusations were made against the Pakistan team, are 
in possession of some “damaging evidence" This has 
not only upset Pakistan's cricketing fraternity (who 
many say have reacted by dropping Malik) but have 
also made a few Bombay bookies "more than a bit 
nervous" Apparently these bookies have been 
alarmed enough to threaten Ah and Laiif over the 
phone A Karachi based source, familiar with the 
cricketers, told an Indian journalist that more than one 
call has been made and on each occasion the caller 
identified himself as a bookmaker from Bombay 
Some of the supposed evidence available has to do 
with the rumours of heavy betting allegedly by Malik in 
the finals of the Mandela Trophy in South Africa last 

Malik and latikbab Alam wara aacaramoniowly droppad 
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) car whu li Pakistan lost forcing bookmakers to 
di dare all the belling null and void 

GUILTY UNTIL PROVEN INNOCENT ^ 

ET It IS Mill being said that eventually ihe inquiry 

that IS looking into the allegations against Malik 
(like all other inquiries in this part of the world) is just 
an eyewash It will never come up with any concrete 
prool Ihe insinuation being that though the Pakistanis 
may convince themselves that some ol their players 
were involved thev will never admit to it publicly 
I housing instead to indirectly dish out punishment to 
those involved by dropping them from the national 
team 

Anf All Khan Abassi the spokesman lor the 
three man ad hoc committee that now runs Pakistan 
cnckel is harshly critical of the way the ICC and the 
ACB have allowed the bribery c harges to fester and 
then develop into a major issue He is equally candid 
when asked about the possibility of Pakistani players 
being involved in belting and match fixing There may 
well be there is reason to believe he says We have 
an inlormation system and we are constantly 


Malik's previous reputation in financial 
matters are now being discussed openly, 
and they have apparently been found to be 
suspect' 


monitoring it but there is no proof available till now 
Some foreign journalists asked me why the Pakistan 
Board has shied away from going to court over the 
allegations made by Australia Abassi adds I asked 
him to explain just how one goes to court on 
innuendos 

In the end iiseemsthatihislackof proof will mall 
probability help sweep this scandal under the 
proverbial carpel If that happens then cricket will 
definitely be the loser for judging from the reports 
emitting from Sharjah the betting pioblem in the 
sub-continent is lar more deep rooted than we ever 
thought It to be 

BOOKIES, BOOKIES EVERYWHERE 

T IS open knowledge among Pakistani cricket officials 
‘ that bookies are always around in Pakistan even 
during club tournaments Lvtn the loutnaments held 
during the holy period ol Ramadan which leaiure only 
local teams are not spared Recently the Karachi 
Gymkhana aiithoniics imposed a ban on the display of 
currency notes in one stand which is unoiticially 
reserved for cricket bookmakers It is also a known fact 
that bo ikies far outnumber casual spectators m the 
matchc i for Pakistan s national one-day competition 
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byewiinesses talk about bookies roaming freely 
around the dressing rooms during national and 
international games 'One always wondered how the 
bookies had such access to the dressing rooms writes 
Pakistani journalist Shahid Mahmood This only gives 
weight to the suggestion that some of the cricketers, as 
well as the organisers have a certain role behind the 
deals" 

It IS common knowledge that the Karachi Stock 
Exchange like the Bombay Slock Exchange openly 
turns into a gambling den whenever Pakistan is 
involved in a big sporting event Last December when 
Pakistan played Holland in the World Cup Ihockey final 
in Sydney trading in the KSF had to be suspended for 
an hour because the agents were more concerned with 
the match This intense involvement is not for the sake 
of the game but because ol the high stakes involved 

There is big money involved in any thing that 
happens at the KSF but cricket provides the biggest 
thrills says one broker who doubles as a bookie 
Whenever the Pakistan cricket team is out on the field 
to play a cricket match there are two to three hundred 
people standing outside the stock exchange even 
during the night Stock exchange officials admit that 
trading on the floor slows dc^wn considerably during 
the hours of play because speculators are busy betting 
on the cricket Sometime back, police arrested dozens 


FIRST WORLD ELITISM ? 


alleged that Shane 
Warne and Tim May 
were offeredf vast sums 
of money to perform 
poorly in Australia's 
Test series with Pakistan 
Iasi year 

Is there a correlation 
between this heavy 
betting and the bribery 
allegations'’ Obviously 
this IS the hub of the 
matter and must be 
explored by the 
International Cricket 
Council which under 
chief executive David 
Richards and Chairman 
Clyde Walcott has 
developed some 
credibility and clout 

Certainly there is 
much that intrigues 


T he cricket bribery 
claims may be 
shocking but 
given the 
establishment s 
unspoken awareness of 
the extent of gambling 
on the game it is hard to 
be convinced they were 
unexpected 
Betting on cricket is 
commonplacejust 
about everywhere the 
game is played and 
consequently there 
exists the possibility of 
corruptions, the whiff 
of scandal 
Certainly illegal 
betting on the game is a 
million dollar industry 
on the Indian 
subcontinent where it is 



about this latest furore 
to beset the 
international cricket 
community, not the 
least being the timing of 
the revelations 
Why did these 
allegations explode 
into headlines so many 
months after Australia's 
losing tour of Pakistan'’ 
Indeed, it even 
smacks of first world 
elitism that the bribery 
claims suddenly take on 
a whole new meaning 
simply because 
prominent Australian 
players are said to have 
been involved 
No longer, it seems, 
will the establishment 
turn a blind eye or a deaf 


ear to the persistent 
atones which have done 
the rounds of the Indian 
subcontinent and across 
the Arabian Sea at 
Sharjah in the United 
Arab Emirates m recent 
years 

There have been 
periodical betting 
scandals in cricket on 
the subcontinent over 
the past 10 years or so 
and, one suspeas, the 
establishment has been 
aware of them all But 
only now has there 
been a concerted call for 
an investigation 

It 1 $ worth 

remembering that there 
was a betting scandal in 
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[_ Pakistan cricket the 

captain Salim Malik 

very time Warne and 

called a press 

May are said to have 

conference after the 

been approached before 

third day's play in the 

the first Test match at 

first Test with Australia 

the National Stadium in 

and declared that 

Karachi where. 

conspirators were 

incidentally, Pakistan 

trying to destabilise his 

have never lost a Test. 

team. 

Fonner Test opening 

Both the English and 

bowler Sarfraz Nawaz, 

Urdu Press carried 

in his capacity as sports 

major stories claiming 

advisor to Prime 

members of the 

Minister Benazir 

Pakistan team had bet 

Bhutto, loudly called for 

bn games they 

a government inquiry 

contested in the Singer 

into gambling in cricket. 

Series of limited over 

Consequently, Mark 

matches in Sri Lanka 

Taylor and his men will 

only weeks before the 

not be surprised by any 

Test series with 

of the reports that 

Australia. 

appear about the 

Outraged Pakistan 

betting. 


uSiiwiiirSof^iitff Airtjii^U^i 

of gamblers outside the exchange, but things were back 
to normal a few days later. 

WATCHDOGS! 

E ven the bress box isn't free of the betting 
phenomenon in the sub-continent with some 
Journalists working as informers to betting syndicates 
in Bombay. There is now talk that some journalists may 
even have aaed as go-betweens for the betting 
syndicates and approached players on their behalf. 

Reputed Pakistani journalist Qamar Ahmed, who 
claims to have known an Indian bookmaker who 
committed suicide after South Africa surprisingly won 
a match against India in their inaugural series after they 
rejoined world cricket in 1992, also claims how last year 
in New Zealand he received a call from Bombay. The 
caller, who refused to give his name but said he was a 
bookmaker, apparently asked Ahmed to deliver the 
following message to one of the Indian cricketers: 
"Ignore whatever was decided in the morning." 

It has now been revealed that in February this year. 


Recently the Karachi Gymkhana 
authorities imposed a ban on the display of 
currency notes in one stand which is 
unofficially reserved for bookmakers 


during the four-nation Centenary Series in New 
Zealand (where India lost all their matches, except to 
eventual winners Australia), one of the Indian team 
managers actually accused some players of being 
involved in fixing matches. So far the Indian players 
and the establishment have opted to ignore the 
accusation, but the BCCI has verbally instructed the 
Indian team management to "keep its eyes and ears 
open" during the Asia Cup at Sharjah. To facilitate this, 
they have appointed a very senior former police officer 
(Director General of Police A.N. Singh) as the 
administrative manager accompanying the team to the 
Gulf. 

In spite of all this rumour, innuendo and suspicion, 
there are still those who believe that the allegations 
against the sub-continent are nothing but a conspiracy 
by the "white world" to jeopardise the 1996 World Cup 
which the sub-continent won the right to host after a 
bitter struggle at Lord's. 

Asif Iqbal, the brain behind cricket in Sharjah, thinks 
that the accusation is absurd and that the scandal 
should be seen from a broader perspective. "I'm 
disappointed that the media is projecting the bribery 
affair as a Pakistan versus Australia battle," he says. "It 
is not. It's an international issue." 

Indeed it is. Just as it is a critical issue. One which the 
cricketing establishment ought to address and solve 
urgently, n 
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Lika in tanais. coaHMfCialiMtion md 
lalavialon ratinga iicMa tfia happaningt in tba 
WNKid nf crickat Bat bara avan tfm TV craw 
aaanw barad wHkthair jab 

(rigM) 

BrMl ligMa. calaniad clMbaa, gackad atanda, 
aad^giiaraniaad raanlla. Ona d^ erickat baa 
cangafaga 


■it Inaspanof 118yearsfromMarch l877toMatdi 3d, 199S,a Totatof 
1293 Test matches have been playediM for. Asasainstthis/ititlesstlMai . 
25 years (from January 5.1971 to.th^cpnq>letlpn.9{flieiM^Cpp,in ^ 
Shaijah) almost IfKlOonedayinteiiiaTlonalmaichPS^'i^lMll^p]^^ 

* The first one day Internationalmaf^ was pUyini ’v 

and England at Melbourne on January 5,197t,anthblbiiddby;<tftha’ 
rain-aborted Test match to compensate the disqqMintejtpUblicf^the . 
loss of ciidcet. The match attiaacda .crowdof 4d,0()0.spe^cois. K 
only one day match, played'in'197'li. - :.!V V ■ 



dr In the fhst tea years fcegn 'iP^ii.nr 
matches tvere played asagalnsj 2 JTJ'tist 
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^ Is cricket kitting the hen that lays the golden egg? At the end of the Asia 

Cup in Sharjah, a total of998 one dayers would have been played in 24 
years. A statistical look at the growth in the glut of the one day game in 
comparison to Test Cricket 


Mxt teq from 1981 to 1990.«total 5M Mtoday ioatdies were 
^layiK) ^aa^i^at 2^7 Test inatdies. 


# 1991 to Match 

mtwitaiat4ies. 

{C<lisa^shan9»^th8salV9gltht;fi{0iij^^tniet^ 


bom mi 
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STATISTICS 


TEST MATCHES (March 15,1877 to March 30.1995) 

Matches played Won-Lost Drawn Had 


1293 788 503 2 

ONE DAY INTERNATONALS (January 5,1971 to March 
25,1995) 

Matches played Won-Lost Ahandonad Tied 


991 

951 

30 

9 

TEST MATCHES BREAK UP 




Matches played 

Won-Lost 

Drawn Tied 

From 1877 lo 1970 (93 years) 
From 1971 to 1995 <25 vears) 

675 

433 

241 1 

(Up to 30 March) 

618 

355 

262 1 


1293 

788 

503 2 



TEST AND ONE DAY INTERNATIONALS: 

In last 25 years 


The new generation of cricket epectators. 
Having grown up on an overdoae of one-day 
cricket I eel cricket holds no charm for them 




Aihar iMtn tht brunt d m om tnlliiitia^ 

•MMMiHMg Cmui IIm MMCmillfl IMHIlf MMIlt n 

91i|P|PVU IWi* fcWli MfV 9 Ifirwv Vw9iU» w 

piactofllwMlIoii 
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SPOTLIGHT 





















season. And so he is losing weight. 

















































endorsed. ''I have had my moments 
only thanks mainly to opportunities. 
But I don't blame anybody for that 
because the rest of the guys out there 
are doing very well. I'm still young 
and I guess that my chance might still 
come." 

Frustration. It can eat into your 
psyche like some malignant tumour. 
And a young man like Jadeja, who has 
tallied a 1,000-plus runs in one-day 
cricket (see box) docs not want to 
invite this form of ailment. Yet, for all 


his cheerful disposition, the man who 
spreads hope and 
happiness—^whatever the 
situation—among his teammates on 
the cricket field, cannot help but draw 
out abstract sketches of his future. He 
has stayed awake through the long 
nights and the hot afternoons, 
chalking the road map of his career 
and fiddling with the latitude. But he 
has never quite been able to master it. 

"It's not as though I sit down 
and question my level of motivation. 


But there are times when you do sit 
down and try to find out what's 
missing in you. It's not that anybody 
has been unfair to me. In fact, I've 
always been lucky". 

It is not as though Ajay Jadeja is the 
most talented cricketer going. But in 
terms of making a contribution to the 
fortune of his team, Jadeja, perhaps, 
has the most to offer. And ov^r and 
above all that, he has his own distinct 
personality. It is a trait that is not only 
positive for Indian cricket but also for 






SPOTLIGHT 


Jadeja, as far as marketing his skills is 
concerned. The fact that he is one of 
the most sought after cricketers, (after 
Tendulkar) in terms of image, in spite 
of not being a regular in the Indian 
squad, is proof enough. 

Jadeja's talents, if requisitioned 
wisely, could only be a bonus to 
India's cricketing fortunes. The fact is 
that he almost always has something 
to offer whether it be shouting words 
of encouragement to his teammates 
after he himself swoops down on the 



AJAY JADEJA: FACT FILE 

IN TEST CRICKET 


T 

INNS 

NO 

RUNS 

AVGE 

H.S. 

100 

SO 

Cl 

3 

5 

1 

99 

24.75 

43 

~ 

0 

1 



mONE DAY INtliUllATtONAUI 



M 

INNS 

NO 

RUNS 

AV0£ 

HSL 

m 

90 


» 

' s' 

1 

SS 

SLS 

"tti" 

1 

0 

« 

BALLS 

RUNS 

WICKETS AVGE 

B.B. 


4W 


523 434 8 54.25 2/16 0 


IN 1ST 25 MATCHES 


M 

INNS 

NO 

RUNS 

AVGE 

H.S. 

100 

50 

25 

24 

1 

648 

28^ 

07 

T" 

4 




IN LAST 10 MATCHES 



M 

INNS 

NO 

RUNS 

AVGE 

H.S 

100 

so 

10 

9 

0 

387 

4100 

104 

T' 

2 

35 

33 

1 

1036 

JLSt 

104 

1 

0 


Highest Innings: 104 vs. W.l, Cunack, on 9.11.1994 
[126 balls. 4X4,3X6] 

A. Jadeja (bom on February 1, 1971) made his Test debut vs. South Africa 
at Durban in November, 1992 and played three Test matches in that series. 
For the last two years though he has not played in any Test matches, but 
has regularly played for India in one day internationals. 

Compiled by Hanprasad Chattopadhyay 


ball to execute a run-out, bowling an 
economical spell in the final of the 
Hero Cup, or fighting exhaustion and 
scoring a gritty century against the 
West Indies at Cuttack. And he'll even 
bring out the drinks and towels for his 
teammates with a perpetual smile on 
his face. 

In this day and age when individual 
brilliance and ambition seems to be 
the order of the day, Ajay Jadeja is the 
quintessential team-man, and 
nobody in the Indian team can refute 
that. And he proceeds to put his 

SufMili rvllfxat anil • high lavtl off 
fHiMu ara tht hallmark of Jadoja'a 
ffWdiiig 


refreshing temperament into 
perspective by saying that. "It's not 
conscious. It's just the way I am. I'm 
also aware that people are different. I 
mean Manmohan Singh, our Finance 
Minister may crack a joke while 
delivering his budget speech but on 
the other hand our Prime Minister is 
someone who refuses to smile. What 
is important, however, is that their 
level of commitment cannot be 
questioned. Similarly as long as the 
guys in the team feel that I'm putting 
in 100 per cent, it's all right with me. 1 
mean, if you play or do badly in a 
game, the crowds are there to criticise 
you. But what they don't know, or 
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Jadsja's boy-next-door chann has mada 
sura that ho is a top draw among Indian 
crickotfans 

appreciate, is the fact that I have tried 
my best. I have not shirked in practice. 
The crowds judge you by what they 
see only during those six hours. But 
that's life." 

In order to prepare a case for Jadeja, 
one has to dwell briefly on his 
cricketing talents. It is not as if he is an 
inexperienced newcomer to the 
scene. In fact, at the age of 24, .Jadeja is 
already seven seasons old in the 
domestic cricket circuit. It would not 
be wise to perceive him as a specialist 
in any department what with most 
specialists having already staked a 
claim in the side. But it would be 
prudent to remember that though he 
is primarily an opening batsman his 
services edn be utilised anywhere in 
the baiting order. Jadeja's hallmark is 
that he has some sort of pedigree as a 
batsman and that is evident from his 
temperament, fluent style, and his 
sense of balance and timing. 

Apart from his credentials as a 
batsman, Jadeja is a supremely gifted 
athlete and fielder with a safe pair of 
hands. His runs to cut off the ball 
anywhere between point and cover 
could result in the team saving 
valuable runs in a crunch situation. 
Added to that, is the fact that he can 
make some sort of contribution as a 
bowler. So imagine a situation where 
you have a cricketer who scores 20 
rims, saves 20 runs and takes 2 
wickets in a game. How would you 
label this performance? 

Useful is the operative word here. 
And if someone is capable of putting in 
such a performance then he should be 
in the team. For too long has the 
Indian team been winning matches 
on the strength of individual brilliance 
alone. It's time to dwell on overall 
effort. And Jadeja is a prime 
contender in these situations. 

There are, however, still a couple of 
minor obstacles as he suggests, "Look, 

I think I'm good enough. But it also 
boils down to the availability of a slot. 
Take the case of Srinath. He went 
thro\|^( h that insecure phase. Kapil 
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paaji and Manoj were regulars in the 
side. So he could not have got in as a 
regular. But with Paaji's retirement 
Srinath is a regular today and is 
performing like a man possessed. I'm 
in Srinath's former situation at this 
moment." 

What is also a definite plus for 


Jadeja is the sort of image that he 
possesses: a clean, refreshing, the 
boy-next-door billing. In this day and 
age when most sportsmen are driven 
by some sort of manic^arketing force, 
Jadeja prefers to lead a life without 
shackles. However, this priority couM 
be misinterpreted by most critics. As 





Jadeja confirms, "People won't say 
that they have seen me play squash 
and exerase for three hours at a 
stretch But they have a lot to say if 
they see me at a disco Maybe it's 
because It's unusual Not the accej^ed 
thing But surely you're not expected 
to play cricket at 10 or 11 m the night. 


are you? It's not as though I'm missing 
out on my hard work We are human 
beings too " 

And a very realisuc human being at 
that It's not as though Jadeja is to be 
the greatest cncketer ever, and 
neither are we going to name a street 
after him But in the future when the 


time comes to discuss credibility, 
character and potential or jot down 
the names of those who played for the 
sheer thrill of it Jadeja s name might 
just be up there 

In the meanwhile, he's going to do 
what he does best Play his cncket 
smiling • 

PHOTOGRAfHiS BINOUARORA 
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Yes Bombay is all the 
rage now. Welt in 
Indian cricket, that is. 
Led by the 

unputdownable Sachin 
Tendulkar, they won 
the Ranji Trophy for the 
32nd time, beating 
Punjab at Bombay 
recently 





Clockwise from rKjht 


Tb 0 Bomtaffifit innings watt 
mammoth that the and was vnri 
pradictahla. No wondar tha 



A drinks braak. You wiil notieo 
that tharo ara numarous young 


f 17 ]f lT7riTrTT'[4(i|i ]»'i 


hoal^ sign for Indian orickat 

Bambay's two horoas Kambli and 
Tandulkar with tha most prizad 
possession of India's domastic 
crickat 


Tandulkar at 21. broka Sudhir 
Naik's twanty-fiva-yaar old 
racord. to bocomo tha younyast 
skipnar avar to win tha Ranfi 
Tropny. Ha also bocamo tha first 
Bombay skippar to scora 
succassiva canturias in tha 
championship finals. 

A young but tromandously 
tafantad sida. but wa should not 
forgot tha ramarkablo 
achiovamants of tha Punjab taam 
who mada it to tha final against 
all odds. 


1HK^10CjflAFHS:Vi$HAt0LW^ 






MICHAEL JORDAN, one of the greats ofbaskethatl, Yarned to - 


his premature retirement. An analysis of ms life and career 


BYT. S. VENKATARAMAN 

M ICHAELJORDAN. 

gone from the game for 
21 months, returned to 
the National Basketball 
Association on Sunday 19th March 
'95, wheii he started for the Chicago 
Bulls against the Indianapolis Pacers. 

' Jordan, wearing No. 45 in the Bulls 
red uniforms instead of his retired No. 
23, received a long noisy ovation from 
the sellout crowd of more than 16,000 
every time he stepped on the court in 
the minutes leading up to the tipoff. 
the reaction In an opposing'aiena was 
perfappsthe most eloquent statement 
of how much the fans and the league 
W8iited.the return of one of the most 
exdtingplayehin any qiort.^,. 

{oidan.touched the ball for the first 
time'juist seconds into the game when 
the Encets turned it over under their 
own basltM. He dribbled the ban 
briefly/ th^n passed tpa teammate, > 
the Bulh set up and got the ban ID 
Jordan wlw mfe^ a jqdipshot in 
pralfie frdinhewdie Hgl^^ 
hee throw 

ieboond; gotthobj^b^toiordan. 
and he ^ot andibis^ aig^v S^eral 
mihtttes.lntothei^mb^^3i^ .* 
.thnebufc'Nfldwi jdrdinsih^ 
scoretes^ but .' 

aiuUeniHW wiW hlshtfhew , ’' 

'.,hiyi(had'iidpjhnf'H 

';Amet:kwad^>^^ 

'■ i it- 



heroes—that is, they received more 
commercial endorsement deals from 
the predominantly white, 
middle-class purveyors of public taste 
than do white athletes (the other 
African - American athlete is pre-HIV, 
Magic Johnson). But unlike Johnson, 
Jordan has created a kind of fame that 
exceeds sports: he is both athlete and 
entertainer. He plays in the age of the 
satellite to an audience vastly larger . 
than was possible in ^e past and is' 
thus the first great athlete of the wired 
world. 

His good looks-^ndeed his beauty,' 
for that is tlie right word—area . , . 
surprise to older white AmeHcahi«:..'. 


{A t.'Oiy 

, i, ;;r,: ''i?. ii'. /iij 

Vi: 

Cr'o:;.‘ii*Vx'; - ?hs? 

ia., ihfiy fecieivea more 
cominerci&l 

dsals koirt 
thi; prefionisnamiy 
vjhite, middle class 
purveyoHi taste than 
do white athletes 


who by cultural Instinct grew up 
thinking that Gary Cooper and ;; 
Gr^Ory Peck and Robert Bedford and 
Paul Newman weie handsome but did 
nbt see beauty in a young 
African- American athlete with a 
shaved hud. Jordan has given us;, ’. 

dien, apong other things, anew ., 
deOtUtilpnof American male boiuty, 

Not sqrpd^ngly. p many hous^^ds 
It has been the children whohav^^ 
taught the parents about hithahd'I: 
a^t his tame, artistry, attdbeauit jjiy 
"Jordan, biQnitely disdti^lp^;- .j,:' 
■pBoduct'erfayttry strong, ^ 

and>itibus{smtty/imQwamhafiriy . .' 
hoW to faandte thisifa^igc^ipnde^ 
deiid'wi^.the 
say a^^Mt nothf 

hide,«d4 

smfle always. He is the flrtt 
athkett, And hd 15 the righiphietbik|^^ 

fbritspuiiKtseis-’ea^'’ 
domii^h^hieb!)^ 
SrheriebailatbaHl-''- 
ioduiikein’iiidlist; 


i'?,. 


’heeotnettipanssditv'. 










after fte has seemingly cotnmitted it. 

Em since the conrtng of the 
commtinications ^tellite, there has 
bi»aah]]ii^ti^ty:to.aU this--^ 
there woufai iiie iihathlete of Jordan's 
surpassing intematihnaj fame, that he 
would moitt nk{i^ ixynie from football 
ochadi^^l^ because they are the 
most reMfty understandable of ' 
Intematima^ games,: the garties that. 
essentially explain tli^mseives. 

Jordui la a reflection <rf what the 
woridhasbeconveandof the invisible. 
vri^-thatnowlrindlt CflN, the 


satellite network, has been in 
operation for little more than a 
decade. The international rise oltite..' 
NBA has taken place largdy in.the 
past she years. Some 75 natitm 
received some combination of 
regular—season and pbty gamcafti. 

1990-91, and that fi^re weift upto: 
88 in 1991-92. The 
InteraationalisattQn the 
course, has dovetai^alittost'V-J 
perfectly with Jortfan^ pip caf^-i^^ 
had been half*htd4^fn 
controlled, team«diiiaaiieltli^^ 

' ' ^ ' ■ i '■’'v ^ 1 \ ■ ; ‘'i-’iM 


' i«ar;'lijli(i^iUA'len^ 

\5imdd.ifewdj4R>^^ 

’ ‘t^tbwease fal$’abilfttjE».|t 
Angelesdlympict^ white the'wod^ 
watdied.Fromflien oh, thetegend.! 
'built. ■ 

when Nike bid to represeflt Jor^n,:. 
his agent, David Falk, Insisted that Ite • 
.idiouldnot.sigii on as j ust another,' 
basketball playdr mdoislnga sheaker,'’!^r 
but that he have his own linci hi tijne:vl 
Nike agreed, and Air. Jordan was.. 
created. Nike which had comelupon -; 
stagnant times in the sneaker wars, - 
thought the Air Jordan line might do 
about $ 10 million in business the first.. , 
year. Instead, Nike sold $ 130 million f 
worth of Air Jordans. 

•V 

Thus, began the legend (and the 
dilemma) of the young man whois 
the most talented athlete in basketball' 
but whose fame and income 
uanscend the game, making him ah ' ■ 
entertainer as wdl as a player. For . 
everything in a media age must 
entertain: that Jordan can do so is his-l 
great value. Michael Jordan is not just/:,, 
the ultimate player, he is the uhtniate V: 
show. 

Jordan earns an estimated $?0. '.'! tv 

mfllion yearly from endorsemehts; /. V. 
^mpared ^ thie $10;00Q^ttanc^liei:;t4.v; 

liiitiseaS^i^dviterfln^is'^^ 
‘infllionbaritetbafl-satery'vWSii^^ii^^ 
Bulls r^rtedly continue thpiay 
tof his retirement jonhui's .decisipn' vV. 
yms a wetepme.one for thecomiteokwfy; J 
wtaPie pjroduets he en.done»rnN^?^ 

amontthem.v'; ■; ••■■ ■ 
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^ , *', • I'' ‘‘I* ^'1 .'■'f '' j; '"■' ■ '■’V'j 

IJmofheh^dsdithrdeMtiwf;-'.. . .;'v 

/- 

^'ul^ate Ug^gataie '. 

*ti^e|it{sier^e game, th« b^ter '. 

and tha tiMer aniiinui^drhe- ^ 
^yaiitii^ the'dnal^nirteri aid even;'’.'' 
; iboie; in {to bst four minutest Wlnm'' 

.. ,cvi>ryohe else was exhausted. AU of ; \ 
■.:^Skffiscjune together in ’. 

|;.AaM3i ^vfng hin| thedianii^nstjiip ^;,' 
;; jdtne said he would never attain,.. 
..(And just to prove it was no Quke, he ; 
dd. tite BuHs to a second national 
;}.idbii^kihshipin 19^2). 
i''; Idle !l2-year‘Old star left the Bulk at 
; i^;Ck>se of the 1992-93 season to 
' igurisuea baseball career with the 
; OiicagQ-White Sox.: He dispped out of 
f basebaB earlier this monthafter a year 
/,<]d the Sox miiuw jebgueSrMybig Ae' 
^.f^yeiistiike f whf|d) he IbKHiou^) 
ilaadeitlinposd^.fofhimtbpipogiess- 
^’f)t that sport. Jordan, whoK hf^seball ~ 
‘ivpiiylndicatedaUmit perhs^-fati^ ' 
^.roadiCbe.everhcn^di^yintibe. .. 
.'.ad^hu^es. wasthe|fat|<xibl ^ 
ihBketb)^ Assodatton^inos 
ptaydr and ibhlggjiist drawing catd \ 
rbef^lMs'ebrpHtei^rement.A^ 

, |r;*gardhlin;a$,|he.best ever to have.. 
^.'-I^j(^'the.^p4^.bnringhis^n'- 
;'W|th.t^'^allS;'Jbrdan was also Myp^,^ . 
;'‘dfthoNBA;diie]xqiionth^>'w ' 

kaguelh ai^ng 
\eav«h.<waa!^d’^seaMBs'a^^ 
^hen^.jqfiUbe U. JS. CAyd 

s^bu;^ teaihsM'lBSdhnd 

';i4oK.^th.ti|ai» .. 

L|iitil^:^.h^.^;woiidd]Ucewp^ 

His’ 

i^tthitdetfsdhddic^.ik)ri^ . 






V;i=-,-;, .-I.- A.'-f' •. 







D 


W O" R L 


O F T E N N I__S 


A MOUNT of money that Andre 
J ^.Agassi's new 10-year contract 
with Nike is worth: A projected $ 100 
million. 


I EY figure in the OJ. Simpson 
a\ double murder trial who is a 
tennis nut: Johnnie Cochran, head of 
the defense team. 

A A / HAT John McEnroe called 
VV media tycoon Rupert 
Murdoch: "A lowlife," 

I" > EASON why Ciigi Fernandez 
il\ received a $2,000 fine in 1994: 
She "mooned" her opponent, Mary 
Pierce, at a tournament in Filderstadt, 
Germany. 

\ /i OST pleasant experience Nick 
» \ \ Bolleitieri says he's had in his 
entire teaching career: "Working with 
[Boris] Becker." 

S PEED of two consecutive second 
serves that Canadian Greg 
Rusedski hit against Andre Agassi at 
the 1995 Australian Open: 127 and 
131 miles per hour. 

I >ROFESSION of Henri Leconte's 
I wife: Matador. 


j lER CENT of world No. 65 Fang Li's 
i prize money that goes to the 
Chinese government: 50. 


UMBER of the first seven 
^ tiebreakers Pete Sampras played 
in 1995 that he won; 0. 


] UMBER of sets all-time great 
i H Maureen Connolly lost when she 
won the first women's Grand Slam in 
1953; 1. 

\ GE at which whiz kid Andre 
Agassi signed his first autograph; 

6 . 


Ml 


ESS AGE on a larj^ banner 
Ihangii^infromo^s^yorat - 
young men in the cibwd at the ' 

AustraltonOpen; ‘MARY ate 

tonight? PiMsephoni; (054) . 




TENNIS 
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NDEX 


UMBER of towels that players 
took and never returned at the 
1994 Wimbledon Championships: 
More than 2,000. 

| )ERSON whom former world 
. L heavyweight boxing champion 
Michael Moorer says is "the most 
beautiful woman in the world": 
Jeanne Moutoussamy-Ashe, Arthur 
Ashe's widow. 

W HAT goes first when 

world-class tennis players 
decline, according to Jimmy Connors 
and Pancho Gonzales: The legs. 

j HAT Judy Nelson, Martina 
f Navratilova's live-in lover for 
seven years, now does: She lectures 
on marriage and law and does TV 
commentary on a gay cable channel. 












R etired superstars who say they 
want to compete in the 1996 
Olympic Games: John McEnroe and 
Martina Navratilova. 


'“T’HE reason that Ti/ne magazine 
I pulled the celebrated "Battle of the 
Sexes" match between Billie Jean 
King and Bobby Riggs off its cover in 
1973, accordingtoKing: "Because 
they thought I'd choke." 

j OMBINED market share 
v. .. percentage of the two leading 
tennis racket companies in the United 
States: 79.1 (Wilson, 44.9, and Prince, 


34.2). 








W HAT Jim Schmidt, a Texan who 
excelled in doubles during the 
1950s, used to do during every 
changeover: Drink a beer. 

N umber of years that Chris Evert 
predicts 25-year-old Steffi Graf 
will play the pro tour before she 


retires: 2 


Compiled by Paul Fein 













PROFILE 



Pet forming for so many years under the shadow of Usha, Shiny and 
Vaisamma, K. SARAMMA inherited the mantle left behind by the golden 
girls of Kerala. Her pending retirement will mean an end of an era in 

women's athletics 


BY SUBHASH SARCAR, MADRAS 


A FRAIL tiny girl walked 

daily to her alma mater in 
the village Thevalakra, 
about 25 km from Quilon 
with a black slate in her hand, to take 
up her career in academies. Certainly, 
her physique then didn't indicate any 
signs of athleticism. Nor could the 
simple folks at home afford the luxury 
of allowing their youngest daughter 
(among four children) to take up 
athletics at such a tender age, wanting 
her instead to solely pursue her 
education. No one who saw that girl 
walk to school had any inkling that 
this most unlikely heroine would 
someday become a star in her own 
right. 

If Payoli boasted a goldmine called 
P.T. Usha, Thevalakra too can today 
proudly mention K. Saramma's 
abilities in athletics. Although it 
would be unfair to compare Saramma 
to the 'Payoli Express' it can be said 
that they had one thing common, 
excellence in the 400m. 

Saramma's athletics story began to 
unfold when she was barely a 
teenager."Actually I had no idea as to 
what athletics was all about. At that 
point of time I was interested in 
studies only then. And where was the 
time for me to indulge in any sort of 
hobby for, before and after school, I 
had to attend tuitions. Physical 
training was rather casual, like doing a 
bit of warm-up, for about seven to ten 


Th«'attmal* relay runner wants to quit 
atMiitics with a bang after the Madras SAF 
Gerties 
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minutes " (I^aughs). 

Her first contact with a physical 
education teacher came in the form of 
Achamma It was Achamma who 
forced her to take some interest in 
sports: '"She actually made me 
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Shiny Wilton tnkot n look ot Sorommo't SAF 
gold modal at tho Dhaka ttodium 

practise for the two shorter sprints. I 
was of no standard then, to say the 
least/' said Saramma in fluent 
English. "And when you don't have 
class, you can forget achieving any 
result immediately. My baptism in 
athletics was in the district meet, 
where my performance in the 100 and 
200m was exceptionally poor. 

Nothing changed for the better in the 
mini-state meet where again I 
performed poorly." 

But Saramma gradually began to 
take a greater interest in athletics. For 
she had realised that although she was 
nowhere in the two competitions, at 
least she had the honour of 
representing her distria for the 
mini-state meet. "My first taste of a 
big meet was in the 1986 Kerala State 
Championships, when I was studying 
in the 10th Standard. I was really 
ignorant that there was a bigger meet 
(Nationals) beyond the periphery of 
Kerala. It was so silly of me. However, 

I won the 200m In 27.1 sec. At that 
time, I heard about Usha, Shiny 
Wilson and M.D. Valsamma, but 
unfortunately never got to see them," 
Saramma recalls. 

Studies were of utmost imponance 
to her and she proved it by coming out 
with flying colours in the SSLC 
examination, followed by her 
pre-degree in 1987. 

Kerala has always been on the 
lookout for athletic talent and 
Saramma was slowly working her 
way up. So when she had to join a 
college in 1986, she had to go through 
a process of selection to one of the 




sports hostels I participated in the 
trials tor joining the college sports 
hostel G V Raja Sports School well 
known for producing sports persons 
had good runners whom I heat to 
qualify for admission 1 thought of 
joining Quilon s Sri Narayana College 
but as luck would have It Iwas 
selected for the Mercy Collegc at 
Palghat (Usha Mercy Kuttan and 
Valsamma were some of the proteges 
ot this institution) 

' 1987 was some sort of hallmark in 
my atheticscaieer It was in fact an 
unique incident I represented Merc> 
College foi the Palghat Railway 
Division competition m which 
Valsamma thinking that there was no 
opposition coming her way was 
rudely shocked when 1 beat her in the 
100m I was o\er)oyed at my triumph 
I had beaten a senior star hut 1 knew 

From the file Soramma (loft) with Ashwini 
Nachappa and Rachita Panda (right) 

Towards tho end of Nachappa i career 
Saramma repeatedly beat her in the sprints 


what was in store for me in the 200m 
Sure enough Valsamma shrugging off 
her casualness beat me hands down I 
had no regrets Valsamma was far 
superior anyway recalled a smiling 
Saramma 

Saramma can hardly be considered 
the archetype athlete as she lacked 
the physical qualities of a sprinter But 
she was obviously immensely 
talented and dedicated Beating 
Valsamma was an impetus for her as 
that very year ( 87), she cieated a nc w 
state lunior record in the 100m (12 1 
sec) and won the 200 (25 2 sec) There 
was no stopping her from then 
onwards 

At the age of 17 Saramma s 
1987 88 season saw her coming to the 
limelight in a big way' She won thiee 
gold medals (100 200 and 4x400m) 
and a silver (100x4) in the All India 
Inter-Varsity championship at Patiala 
I was soon selected for the Bangalore 
junior national camp (for the junior 
ATF meet in Singapore), by which 


time I had completed my PSU course 
It was at this camp that a S AT coach 
from Andhra, Shobanachelam saw in 
me a potential 400m runner I didn't 
know then whether 1 would be good 
enough for this event But it turned 
out to be a blessing in disguise for I 
won my first international medal 
(400m 55 4 sec) at the Singapore 
Junior ATP meet recalled Saramma 
Her achievement in Singapore got 
hei a )ob in the Southern Railways at 
Trivandrum Elated by her 
performance she thought she could 
serve the Railways in the Open 
National at Kanpur m 1988 But little 
did she realise that there were a host of 
stars in the senior ranks In fact it was 
a disastrous beginning to her career in 
the senior ranks although she was still 
a junior Fortunately she made it to 
the 400ni final 

I was pitted against stalwarts like 
Usha Shiny VandanaRao Vandana 
Shanbag Mercy Kuttan and Ashwini 
Nachappa And surely you can i 




P R O F I L E 


expect me to defeat the top stars. I 
finished last and yet I was quite 
satisfied as the opposition was terrific 
which helped me to push my 
performance further/' said Saramma 
nonchalantly. 

The contest continued at the 
Madras Open Nationals in 1989, in 
which the 400m saw Usha and Shiny 
fighting for the gold and ''poor me had 
to be content with the bronze. After 
this debacle I again finished third after 
Usha and Ashwini in the 100m." 


K ept out by the 'big stars' that 
then dominated Indian women's 
athletics, Saramma's place in any 
Indian squad was in the relay events, 
supporting the likes of Usha, Shiny 
and the others where she often played 
the anchor role. She was even 
christened the 'relay runner'. 

Judging by her 400m performance 
it looked as though Saramma had 
taken up the mantle Usha had left ’ 
behind. This event has over the years 
evidently seen India build a 
respectable reputation. "The 400m is 
my favourite event and, therefore, 1 
keep on concentrating on it since 
India still stands a good chance. 1 don't 
know how much 1 can contribute but I 
will not stop at anything to keep my 
country's reputation in this event 
intact," vouched Saramma. 

Every sportsperson has the burning 
ambition to make it big. For Saramma 
this was the insatiable desire to 
participate in the Olympics. She 
wanted to take part in the Barcelona 
Games, for the Olympics only come 
once in a lifetime for athletes of Indian 
standard. " During the Barcelona 
preparatory camp at Bangalore, I had 
typhoid and automatically my 
performance deteriorated. And when 
I finally proved myself,! couldn't make 
it because the government didn't 
want to burden the Exchequer. It is 
sad that we've not been able to make 
any stride in the bigger international 
events. And whenever we have 
participated, we have performed 
poorly." 

Those were the best of times when 
Usha and Shiny Wilson had been 
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Saramma with her husband Josay Mathews, 
who IS the current SOOm lnter-$tate record 
holder 

India s j>t)ldiniiir ai ATt mccls with 
pcopU like Saramma providing the 
back up Bill these days wiih the 
loriiiidable ( hinese spiinging regulai 
sLirpiises It IS becoming exrrcniely 
dilliculi lo wm even m Asia And it is 
Sdiamma who has now turned out to 
be India s flagbearei having to take 
pai t m many t v t nts She leels the 
pressure ol having to take on Ihe 
mantle ()1 Usha and the others Then 
again the expeetalioiis ol the national 
lederation areal nines beyond the 
eapaeiiy ol an athlete Knemgan 
athlete to take pan in mai^y e*venis 
eerlamly lakes its toll In the 199 3 
Manila ATF meet I had to paitieipalc 
in lour t vents besides the relays 
Although I won thre'e medals the 
pressure was too much This does 
have a adverse impaei ind 1 m no 
exee'plion II India wants medals then 
this IS not the way 

But at time’s the laurels come in 
the form ot promotion My Manila 
fe*ais fetched me a promoiion to 
Welfare Inspe’cioi which 1 must say 
helpe’d me to boiwi my confidence ' 
With each passing Asian Oames 
India's medals tally has conspicuously 
dwindled Hovvcvei statistically the 
women have bc’cn doing 
e(to[»aratively belter than their male 
ccSiniei parts The Hiroshima Asiad m 


1994 saw the end of an era m Indian 
women's athletics At that juncture. 
Usha wanted to come out oi 
hibernation and wanted to join the 
Asiad bandwagon Howevci her 
campaign ran into rough weather 
wlien Saramma beat her thrice on the 
domestic circuit But then Usha may 
not hav e be’en in form in the 100m/ a 
humble Saramma said, adding 
Hiioshima was my last Asian Games 
And It wasn i bad at all, having won 
two medals Although we didn t win 
the short relay il was satisfying that 
we bettered the national record " 
Saramma s biggest hindrance was 
not having a proper coach to help her 
smoothen the rough edges over the 
years 1 he only lime she had 
somebody coaching her was during 
the preparatory camps which take 
place only before the major 
championships Saramma's coach at 
present is Cuttack's Mahadas Pairo 
(who IS also Rachita Panda's coach), 
for the last couple ol years ' I had 
trained under O M Nambiar for the 
Beijing Asiad I have no fascination to 
tram under one particular 
coacli—and train singly I like to train 
in a group so that you can get to know 
your drawbacks and how to hone 
them The present coach Patro is good 
for me and I hope to do well in the 
ensuing Madras SAP Games under 
him ' said Saramma firmly 
Regarding UshaS comebacks which 


may jeopardise her place in the 
women's athletics team. Saramma 
reacted sharply, "I don't care if Usha is 
there I'll run my race I do better 
under pressure In fact, I have done 
better in international meets Like I 
improved my 400rn Hiroshima liming 
(52 4 sec) and I hope to improve on it 
at the Madras games It is certainly a 
crucial year for me as I also want to 
improve the 200m timing "'(See box) 

The 'cteinal' relay runner since 
1988 has built an identity of her own, 
repeatedly defeating Ashwini 
Nachappa towaids the end of the 
latter's career and she said with a 
sense of derermination/'l want to 
hang up iny spikes after December, 
but I want to go out with a bang 
Perhaps I have served the country 
I long enough How many times Usha 
and Shiny represented India doesn't 
really bother me 1 ct the records go to 
them I just want to retire alter the 
SAT Games and get down to family 
life 

Saramma was married last year to 
the current 800m Inter-State record 
holder fosey Mathew, who is a 
Preventive Officer with the Customs 
Their s is a story ol a love affair which 
began in 1991 ' We met each other tn 
the C alcutta Nationals Of course, we 
didn i meet loo frequently, as both of 
us were busy with our professions and 
training We got to see each other at 
diffeient meets and we finally tied the 
knot, after taking our parents' 
consent Now we plan to have a 
family," contributed Saramma with a 
blush 

With both Shiny V/ilson and 
Saramma planning to quit, after the 
Madras SAP Games, the Indian 
women's athletics scene will look 
frightfully empty There will be a 
terrible void and a drastic fall in India's 
medal tallies The era of great Indian 
runners seems to be at an end There 
are some talented teenagers like 
Solaimathi who are capable of 
reviving that 'golden decade' of 
women's athletics in the country. 
Whether the talent will actually 
blossom and fill the vacuum left 
behind, only Time will 
tell. • 


FOCUS 


T hey say cricket is a funny 

game, and d'you know what? 
They're bloody right! If you 
were a betting man, you 
would have got greater odds on 
Australia winning the first Test of the 
series against the West Indies than 
you would on the Bishop of 
Canterbury danong a jig at the gay 
Mardi Gras. Not only was the Test 
won. It was won by 10 wickets, with 
the West Indies humbled in only three 
days. 

Australia had a miserable time 
leading up to the Test. Before Mark 
Taylor and his team had even left 
home shores, most observers of the 
game (this writer included) were of 
the opinion that no matter how well 
his team performed, they would not 
be able to beat the West Indies. 

Then things started to fall apart at 
the seams Fast bowler Damien 
Fleming returned home with a 
shoulder injury West Australian 
Brendon Julian, who has never 


"Everyone has been 
calling it the Lara versus 
Warne series. It's not. 

It's Australia versus the 
West Indies. We can't 
win a series with one 
guy. " Mark Taylor 


national side was flown out as his 
replacement. As if that were not bad 
enough, strike bowler Craig 
McDermott injured an ankle and, like 
Fleming before him, had to fly 
home, ruled out of the Test series. 
Australia lost the one-day series. 

The selectors delayed the 
announcement regarding a 
replacement for McDermott until the 
Sheffield Shield final was over and 
much-maligned Queensland, the butt 
of every cricketing Joke in this 


BATTLE 

ROYAL 

No matter what the final outcome of the Australia- 
West Indies series, it is proving to be one of the most 
competitive series of modem times 


MOINUDOINHAMEED 














country, had won the Shield for the 
first time. The man the selectors 
picked for the job in the West Indies 
was big Carl Rackemann, as close to a 
gc npne fast bowler as anyone, but a 
m3i|.who had probably long since 
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discarded any hopes of playing 
another Test match. 

Rackemann made the long flight to 
Bridgetown while his Queensland 
team*mates were busy soaking up the 
lifetime supply of beer their sponsor 


Lara's 88 at Aatioua: mamoriat af hit 375 
tharalattyaar 

had pledged. Yet he was not picked in 
the XI to play the opening Test. And 
then, against all expectations, things 
started to look good for the tourists. 
And it was left to Mark Taylor to 
analyse a truly remarkable victory. He 
was not at all taken aback by the 
improbable success of the 
virtually-unknown pace trio of 
Reiffel, McGrath and Julian. 
'Talent-wise, no I'm not surprised," 
said Taylor. "Test match-wise, yes. 
None of them has bowled that well in 
Test cricket. 

"Sometimes when a guy like Craig 
McDermott goes home, or a Damien 

Flemingy it's what blokes need. You 
need to say to them, 'You're the man'. 
Glenn McGrath jumped at the 
opportunity. That's as good as he's 
ever bowled. If he can keep bowling 
like that, he'll have a long career in 
Test cricket. 

"We did all the things we talked 
about—bowling the right line, 
buzzing in the field, lifting our game, 
being tough, playing the game the 
right way. It was the best Test match 
I've played in. The only thing we did 
wrong was that no one made a 
hundred. 

"I'm not saying anything about the 
West Indies. They can be beaten by 10 
wickets here and bounce back real 
tough in Antigua. They were one-nil 
down in Australia and fought back 
2 -1. They will bounce back tough. 
We've got to be ready for it. 

"Everyone has been calling it the 
Lara versus Warne series. It's not. It's 
Australia versus the West Indies, We 
can't win a series with one guy. Shane 
took some good wickets but he just 
played his part. Glenn McGrath was 
the star." 

Indeed, McGrath was named Man 
of the Match and said afterwards, "I 
figured I would be bounced when 1 
batted, so I couldn't see why I 
shouldn't give it back. Other guys in 
the team were telling me to stick it 
right up them first ball. I'm not afraid 
to bowl bouncers at guys like that and 
it did the trick." 





WaM must rata at the most damorous and 
lothal fast bowlar iii4io sama today 


Richie Richardson was well aware 


of the peril that awaits his side if this 



series is lost. "1 was really 
frusiraied/'he said after the first Test, 
'"because the guys were not getting 
geared up for the Test. It was really 
getting to me. I was really pressuring 
them. I believe when you are playing 
the first Test match, you should be 
very enthusiastic. For some reason we 
just could not get it right". 

"We believe we can come good. 
We're not perfect. We realise we're 
human beings and are going to make 
mistakes. The important thing is for us 
to bounce back and win the series." 

And bounce back they did in the 
second Test at Antigua where they put 
on an improved performance, even 
taking a first innings lead off the 
Australians. But the Australian 
batsmen led by Boon and the two 
Waughs showed excellent 
temperament (and a fair share of 
guts), we may add, to prolong the 
Aussie second innings in the fifth and 
final day. 

This was in the midst of some very 
hostile bowling especially from 
Courtney Walsh, who suddenly 
doesn't seem to have a partner from 
the other end who can dish out the 
same medicine. The Antigua Test 
proved that this series is truly the 
world championship of Test cricket. 
Not only are these two the finest 
teams in the world but the standard of 
cricket being meted out is of the 
highest order. That, together with the 
competitive zeal showed by both 
sides, makes this, one of the most 
contested series in modern times, no 
matter what the final outcome may 
be. Hats off to the Aussies for handling 
with great confidence what is surely 
the toughest assignment in 
contemporary cricket. 

Oh and by the way; It cannot be said 
that Australia won everything at 
Bridgetown. Michael Slater was 
walking off the pitch with three 
stumps in his hand after the victory 
had been sealed, when he was tackled 
by locals who stole the stumps off him. 
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REVIEW 


BY AMITAVA DAS GUPTA, 
NEW DELHI 


DAVIS CUP REVIEW 


T HF youriK Sikh, wh(i 
constituted a one-man 
iheering squad ft)r the 
visiting side, was conspicuous 
by his absence on the final dav of the 
India-Phihppines Davis Cup tie at the 
capital's National Spot is Club of India 
(NSCI) 

He had been discouraged, not as 
much by the fact that India had 
already ensured a tie-clinchmg ^-0 
lead as bv the Eilipinos' royal 
betrayal Nilo Naiividad's men had 
deliveied next to nothing after 
promising (literaPy) so much in the 
run-in to the Asia-Oceania group I 
second-round duel 

Very rarely have the underdogs 
indulged in so much big talk and 
self-promotion, as the Filipinos did at | 


HAMMER 

TIME! 

Judging by their annihilation of the 
Philippines and their positive chances of 
beating Croatia at home, India have more than 
a realistic chance of qualifying for the Davis 
Cup World Group competition 
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AIom wMi hit riffkiiia, P 
an ilbrt to fina tuna hit raparlaira af strakat 


New Delhi. "We will spring a few 
surprises"; "we have a 50-50 
chance"; "we can definitely take both 
singles from Mahesh Bhupathi". 
Those were some of the Filipinos' bold 
match-eve utterances which made a 
few headlines for sure, but ultimately 
fell flat on their face. The Indians 
showed remarkable poise and 
restraint by not reaaing to such verbal 
provocation, and instead choosing to 
retaliate on court. 

Jaidip Mukeijea and his young 
team were, after all, aware of the 
Filipinos' credentials. Their No. 1, 
Robert Angelo (world No. 832) was 
ranked 70 slots lower than Indian No. 
4 Asif Ismaill Their grasscourt 
expertise was such that they had to 
hire an American consultant to brush 
up their serve-and-volley skills. And 
who was that grasscourt American 
consultant? Well, none other than a 
certain Mr David Petersan—the man 
who coached David Wheaton's coach 
for six monthsl 

Given a time frame of four to five 
weeks, Petersan was asked to convert 
rugged baseliners into grasscourt 
specialists. In the event, Petersan 
went home picking up a few 
grasscourt tips from Leander Paes! 
Maybe, that would help him in his 
next assignment. If he gets one, that is. 

Joseph Lizardo, the man who 
masterminded the Philippines' upset 
3-2 win over Japan at home in 
February, 'escaped' the humiliation 
his teammates Angelo and Sofronio 
Palahang suffered. Drawn to play 
Bhupathi in the second rubber of the 
tie, Lizardo was rendered hors de 


>.v; 


combathy an attack of gastro-enteritis 
on the morning of the match. That 
gave his captain something to talk 
about at the post-match press 
conference. "Lizardo's absence was a 
Mg loss...something we didn't even 
dream of/' Natlvidad muttered. If he 
was suggesting that the 5-0 verdict 
would have been different had 
Lizardo played, there were no takersf,- 
Sudi was the gulf in standards 
between the two teams. 







beautifully everytime he has been 
called for Davis Cup duty More 
importantly he has shown himself to 
be a quick learner 
In his first match against Angelo, 
Bhupathi came in on his serve 
occasionally, and grew increasingly 
tentative At one stage in the third set, 
Bhupathi trailed 1 -4 as his dipping 
confidence drove him to tqjce 
defensive measures It took a series of 
unforced errors from Angelo himself 
to help Bhupathi break back reel off 
five games on the trot and pocket the 
match in straight sets 
On the third day Bhupathi was 
doubly aggressive even in the 'dead 
rubber situation against Palahang 
Serving with a venom so 


Natakar did a good job. playing not only for 
hia placa in tha toam but also covoring up for 
a lothargic Paoa 





Sofronio Palabang hia limitations on grass 
wore amply ovidont 


Leander s Davis Cup Heroics is 
ahead) part of tennis folklore And 
now wc have somebody else who 
compels as much attention if not 
more A 20-year old six-footer who 
answers to the name of Mahesh 
Bhupathi 

If the tie versus Hong Kong last 


February had seen Bhupathi emerge 
as the hottest new talent in Indian 
tennis the Philippines match aaed as 
a confirmation Armed with a 
powerful serve Bhupathi also has in 
his armoury an exciting range of 
groundstrokes—the pick of which is a 
low-swing double-fisted backhander 
Having grown up in the Gulf and 
gone to university in the USA grass is 
not his familiar surface Yet, Bhupathi 
has adapted to the fast surface quite , 
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uncharacteristic of an Indian, 
Bhupathi charged the net at every 
opportune moment and finished off 
the points with crisp volleys. It took 
him exactly an hour to wrap up the 
reverse singles in emphatic fashion. 
He had tj^ius buried the ghost of 
Calcutta, where he had played the 
dead reverse singles lackadaisically 
and lost to a man he should have 
beaten ten times out of ten. 

Even asBhupathi flaunted his 
timetuned all-court game, Paes went 
about the business of piling Davis Cup 
wins in a professional manner. Secure 
in the knowledge that he wouldn't 
lose either of his singles rubbers unless 
he did something foolish, Paes 
concentrated on improving his 
backcourt game once he had 
established his ascendancy. The most 
noticeable feature in his tennis 


Tlw RliDinof trifd to outpsifelit tho Indians. 
Bnt thair tactics did not pay dividends 


throughout the tie was the superb 
rhythm with which he served on all 
three days. The first-serve bug, which 
afflicted Leander's game till last year, 
is a thing of the past. The world No. 

12 5 holds serve with refreshing 
consistency and ease these days. 

Paes did, however, have the 
'focussing' problem on Day II. 
Resembling a reluctant kid forced into 
the classroom, a listless Leander let his 
partner Gaurav Natakar hog the 
limelight for a change. The wire-thin 
Natekar, already under pressure to 
retain his doubles berth, rose to the 
occasion commendably on that 
Saturday afternoon against Angelo 
and Palahang. This matchwinning 
performance almost certainly ensured 
another match for Natekar. But with 
Bhupathi breathing down his neck 
heavily, it will take Natekar 
considerable consistency to cling on to 
Leander's coat-tail for long. 

Having disdainfully brushed aside 
Hong Kong and the Philippines, India 
once again find themselves a step 
away from the summit. It certainly 
won't be an easy hurdle to surmount, 
what with Goran Ivanisevic (alias 
Croatia) coming in the way. Still, 
there is this unmistakable optimism in 
the air. After all, it will be another 
home tie. And, unlike Croatia, India 
won't be a one man team... 

AH of a sudden, a World Group 
qualification appears to be a reality, 
doesn't it?® 

PHOTOGRAPHS RAJESH KUMAR 
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An encounter with Tike Myson changes the course of his life 


News Item: A wnnhin who is 
reportedly Tyson's girlfriend, Monica 
Turner, is someone cIsc'sgirlfriend. 

51 - year-old Eugcnc Bird, who is in d 
Pennsylvania jail for drugs offenses, 
said, "Monica belongs to me. I ordered 
her to wait for me. Tell this boxer, that 
if he helps himself to Monica, he's a 
dead man." 

C utthroat Chakravarty got a 
call in the middle of the 
night- He lifted the receiver 
and harked into it, "Who's 

that?" 

"Is that Cutthroat Chakravarty 
speaking?", a thick voice with an 
American accent asked. 

"It could be. What's your 
business?" Cutthroat Chakravarty 
said, in his tough no-nonsense voice. 

"Well, my name is Edward 
Sparrow. I am speaking from the 
warden's office in a jail in 
Pennsylvania in the USA. I want you 
to do a contract killing. What are your 
charges.’' 

The assassin immediately came 
fully awake. Business was, after all, 
business. 

"My charges are.one lakh 

rupees. Plus a ruby and a Bhatia and a 
two-week stay in Monaco, all 
expenses paid. Apart from that, airfare 
from USB (United State of Bengal) to 
the USA and back." 

"It's an USP (Unique Selling 
Proposition)," Edward Sparrow 
exeijiimed. as he calculated the 


amount in dollars on his pocket 
calculator, "I'll send the ticket and a 
50% advance payment by courier. 

And the man to kill.Tike Myson, 

who stole my girlfriend Maggie from 
me. Myson is a former world 

heavyweight boxing champion.he 

sings like a hedgehog and grunts like a 
rhino." 

"Oh yes, I have heard of Myson, the 
All-American tyke. It's a deal." 
Cutthroat replied. 

Five days later. Cutthroat 
Chakravarty walked down the road 
that led to Myson's mansion in Ohio. 
He rang the doorbell. Myson, 
barebodied and wearing black boxing 
shorts, opened the door. 

"Hi, I am Cutthroat Chakravarty. 
Lay off Maggie. She belongs to a friend 
of mine." 

Tike Myson, who had failed his 
class four exams, after his eighteenth- 
attempt, just stared at Cutthroat 
without any comprehension. Finally, 
he said, "I ain't know whai you are 
talking about, maan. But if it's about 
Indian noodles, I have no desire for it. 
Try my ex-friend Desiree 
Washington. You might have better 
luck with her. Although, if you insist y 
too much, then she will live up to her 
name and scream, 'Rape!'" 

A blonde, wearing a teeny weeny 
red bikini came up and draped herself 
around Myson. In his excitement, ^ 
Tyson letouta l. i that 
sounded like a bomb blast and heard 


CARTOON BY ARTHUR CARDOZO 









the disapproving roar of his pet Tiger 
(Memon) 

"'Is your name Maggie"^" Cutthroat 
asked, as he put two fingers up his 
nostrils, to defend himself against the 
Ohio gas tragedy 

"My name is Jodie," the blonde said 
in a cold voice More and more 
women came out ol the other rooms, 
all dressed in micro mini bikinis and 
they said, one by one "and my name 
IS Dolly and I am Raquel and 1 am 
Meryl and 1 am Melanie and I am 
Sharon 

'As in Stone"?' asked Cutthroat, 
"what's going on Myson"? Romancing 
the Stone ^ ' 

"Who s he to ask these questions'?" 
the women said together 

' Yes indeed, ' My son said, with a 


nod of his head and then he quickly 
added, "Oh, I just remembered 
Maggie just lasted two minutes with 
me " 

Cutthroat Chakravarty took out his 
razor, to fulfill his contractual 
obligations, of slitting Myson s throat 
But barely had he started swinging his 
hand, that Myson slammed a 
full-blooded right punch at the bridge 
of Cutthroat snose 

Instantaneously, C utthroat was 
airborne He began to fly backwards 
his arms and legs outstretched 
moving across the skies of the 
United States of America Television 
cameras immediately focussed on the 
would-be assassin The CNN 
newscaster Ri/Khan said Ihisisihe 
third most famous flight in history 


First, it was Holy Moses and his gang 
of long-robed Jews who moved across 
the Sinai desert and created the 
world s first 'Desert Storm Then 
there was The Juice, O J Simpson's 
flight from home, which was 
immortalised in the song laati Hoon 
Main And now, here we have 
famous Indian assassin Cutthroat 
Chakravarty Hying across the 
American skies " 

The viewers stayed glued to their 
armchairs and stared m open- 
mouthed wonder as the newscaster 
continued Hollywood s ace director, 
Steven Iceberg wants the film rights 
desperate ly He wants to make 
Chakravarty s Chan now 

Meanwhile C utthroat flew over 
New Yoik where the people had put 
up huge banners New York loves 
Indian Juice Cutthroat Chakravarty' 

Cuiihroat C hakravarty never felt 
more pioud in his hie This was the 
first time that he was receiving so 
much ol adulation People tended to 
look down on would be assassins 
these days 

He floated at ross the otean and 
landed in the middle of the Sahara 
Desert Moments later a Hollywood 
agent landed on the desert floor on a 
black chartered Lear jet He walked up 
to Cutthroat and caressing his long 
mane of a beard said Hi my name is 
King 

Con King"?' said Cutthroat 
conlidently 

No I am The I ion King I had been 
an actor before but 1 just managed to 
gel a single role only So I became an 
agent 

The Lion King prof erred plum 
contracts to Cutthroat and the latter 
igned away merrily A happy King 
presented Cutthroat with a yacht 
And the last that was heard of 
Cutthroat was that he was sailing m 
he Channel V islands off the coast of 
Hongkong with cx-Sparrow/Myson 
squeeze, Maggie 

When Eugene Sparrow read about 
his in the Pennsylvania jail, he placed 
an ISTD call to USTD (United State of 
Tamil Nadu) and said, "Is that Top 
un Murugan ? well, I have a job 
or you!" 

>hevlin Sebastian 
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A lberto berasategui surprised 
himself as much as the tennis 
world when, unseeded and 
unheralded, he reached the 1994 
French Open final. 

The speedy Spaniard whacked forehands 
and backhands with the same side of the 
racket, an extreme Western style not seen 
since '^Little Bill'' Johnston in the 1920s. 
Confounding opponents, he didn't lose a set 
until fellow countryman Sergi Bruguera beat 
him for the title. 

In this interview, Berasategui talks about 
his long, uncertain road to No. 7 in the world, 
his unorthodox playing style and his 
unassuming, good-natured philosophy. 

After you reached the French Open flnaL 
you said: 'Hi don't really believe it. 
Someone has to come and wake me up." 

What surprised 
you the most about 
your spectacular 
French Open? 
Getting to the final 
without losing a set. 
Ihada Uttlebitof 
luck in the draw 
because Ferreira 
pulled out [retired] 
on me and also Frana 
pulled out on me. 

But I never thought 1 
could get to the 
French Open final 
without losing a set. 


wMi kM. AmI wfcm fcs 


(liMMt) ha dM tl wHh slifla 


R V I E 


Now that you have risen to No. 7 in the 
world# are you taking your success more 
in stride? 

I never thought rd be ranked so high. The 
media in Spain tell me, or they ask me if Tm 
just going to be a one-year player I know it's 
going to be difficult to defend all the [ranking] 
points I won last year. But I think I can finish 
this year around this position 

So the media in Spain are somewhat 
skeptical. 

Like today, they asked me if I can maintain my 
level of play only on clay courts. They tell me I 
have to learn how to play on hard courts and 
go more to the net. But I tell them that I have 
to improve a lot of things. And if I got to No 7 
without yet improving all these things, then, 
if 1 do improve my volley and hard court 
results, maybe 1 go mto the top five. But you 
never know. 

1 heard that at 13 you were considered 
one of the worst players at Hopman's. Is 
that true? 

(Laughter) Maybe I was in the middle level. At 
that age you can't tell if you are eventually 
going to become a good player or a bad player. 
But if you are 13, you are probably going to 
improve if you are in the United States or 
Australia or Spain if you train for five hours a 
day. But when you have to take the reaUy big 
step is when you are 16 or 17 years old. 

When 1960s Spanish star Manolo 
Santana saw coaches at Hopman's trying 
to persuade you to change your highly 
unorthodox grip# he strongiy objected 
and said# "Can't you see what he does 
with the ball? Leave it alone." Please tell 
me about that. 

Well, they tried to change ii.then when my 
shoulder staned to hurt, they thought it was 
because of my grip. For a week or so I changed 
my grip, but I saw it was impossible to change, 
and they also realized that. The only thing 1 
changed was my racket, and I also stopped 
playing for a month. After that it never hurt 
anymore. I was glad Santana said what he 
said. If I had changed my grip, I probably 
never would have done anything in tennis. 

Your unusual playing style seems to 
bewilder opponents. After you upset 
Jim Courier 6*4# 6-2 in the 1994 Nice final# 
he commented: "1 didn't know what was 
going on out there." Why are you so 
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Poss0ssing a 
powerful but 
unorthodox 
forehand 


difficult to play and to beat? 

To beat me I don t think is that difficult 
(I aughter) But maybe it s difficult to play 
against me because I hit my forehand really 
strongly and can hit sharp angles Other 
players try to hit to my backhand because it 
seems to be my weakest point It s not really a 
weak point but they try so hard to direct the 
ball to my backhand that they miss a lot 


How do you rate your chances to win the 
French Open this year? 

Bruguera will again be one of ihe players who 
could win But he got injured and he s going 
to take a lew weeks olf and I think that will 
hurt him Agassi is playing really well, and if 
he wants to be No 1 he has to go for the 
French Open I hope to do well again and 


make the final Now I don't see a clear favonte 
to win it 

Why has Spain become so powerful in 
tennis? 

The main reason, m my opinion, is because of 
the Olympic Games Before the Olympics 
Spam put a lot of money into all the sports, 
including tennis The federation created 
junior teams When I went back to Spain on 
my junior team was Alex Corretja and other 
good players After the [1992J Olympics 
those teams kept improving A lot more 
players moved into the [world] lop 100 I 
think 111 think it was because of the money 
they spent for the Olympic Games 

Now that you have established yourself 
as a top clay court player, how important 
Is It to you to succeed on other surfaces? 

It s very important for me if I want to maintain 
a high ranking But I have to base my year on 
clay court results I have to win as much as I 
can on clay But I would like to piove myself 
on hard courts because 1 think I can play well 
on them I beat Wheaton and Delaitre last 
month on indoor carpet so I m improving 

Some people ridiculed your poor 
performance at the ATP World 
Championship last November. Yet your 
winning 23 of 24 matches to qualify for 
Frankfurt was a terrific 
accomplishment Please tell me about 
that. 

At the end of the year I mentally prepared to 
compete for the World Championships I 
knew if I wanted to be there, I had to win 
nearly all of my matches That s actually what 
I did 1 won three of four tournaments in a 
row Stich lost his last tournament in the 
second round, and I beat him out for the 
eighth spot I didn't do well there though 

What do you like most about the pro 
tour? 

Probably the important people you get to 
know I make good contacts with business 
people That s very imponant after you quit 
tennis Another thing I like is to travel I also 
like what every one likes Money! (Laughter) 

What off-court things do you like to do 
most? 

I like to go to discos, but smee 1 have a 
girlfriend, I don't go much to discos anymore 
1 go to the cinemas or stay at home 
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what is your girlfriend's name? 

Arantxa Camora. 

Are you in love with her? 

I think so. I try to spend as much time as I can 
with her. I know it's difficult for me and for 
everyone who plays [professional] tennis. But 
I just tell her that she has to wail until I return. 
So far she has said she can wait. But I don't 
know what will happen. 

Now that you are a famous athlete, do 
more and more pretty young women 
want to get to know you? 

Actually, no. (Laughter) That's what 
everyone asks me. But 1 don't think a girl has 
come up to me yet because I'm famous. 
(Laughter) 

1 heard Becker and Wilander had all 
these girls chasing them. 

That's probably because they are handsome 
(Laughter) I don't think I'm so handsome. 


Do you have a fan club? 

Yeah. 1 have a fan club in my hometown, 
Bilbao. It started after Roland Garros [in 
19941, and now it has 170 people. It's pretty 
big. They make sweaters with my name on it. I 
gave $ 10,000 to them because they want to 
build some tennis courts. 1 live in a small 
town. And they want to have children play 
there. They are buying the land and making 
the courts. Whenever 1 play near my 
hometown, they are going to come with 
passes I get them. 

While some pro athletes are criticized for 
being spoiled and arrogant, you are 
unassuming, modest, friendly and 
generous. After you became wealthy and 
famous, was it difficult to stay that way? 
It's not really difficult. Everyone has to 
remain the way they were before they 
became known. Because some day their 
tennis career will be finished. But there are 
also people who came up to me and told me 
that I have changed. I don't really think so. 
You know, there is always jealousy. Maybe 
some people don't like the faa that you did 
well in your career. But I don't think I have to 
change because I did well in my tennis career. 

When we talked in 1991 you said: '^Ife Is 
hard. Oneday It treats you good, one day 



It treats you bad." Do you still feel that 
way? 

Yeah. I feel that way because life last year 
treated me too good, and maybe this year it 
won't treat me good. What I said in 1991 was 
right. Life is hard. That is what is beautiful 
about life you never know what will happen. I 
know that if I play badly this year, the media 
in Spain is going to criticize me. What can I 
do? At least I had a good year in 1994. There 
are tennis players who never accomplish 
anything. 


— ■nd backhand, 
them aratimas 
avan Barasatagui 
cannot quite axplaia 
how ha hits his shots 


In general though, do you think life has 
treated you weli? 

For me, unbelievably well. Just to be born in 
Spain or in the U.S. A. That is good enough. 
Imagine if you were born in Somalia? H 
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OTHER EVENTS 

APR 26 AAA 12-513^^ 
road relays, Suiion Park 
World Race Walkiii); 
Cup Beijing, World 
motorcycling champ 
pool A, Stockholm fr 
Gavie, Commonwealth 
TT champ Singapore 
APR 27 World Race 
Walking Cup, Heijing 
County cricket stalls Par 
IS golf toiirri. Saint C loud 
(Pans), World motorcyc I 
mg champ pool A Stock 
holm fa- Gavie I iiropean 
team squash champ Hoi 
land, Commonwealth PI 
champ, Singapore 
APR 28 Pans golf touin 
Saint Cloud (Pans) World 
motorcycling champ 
pool A, Stockholm tr 
Gavie, Furopean team 
squash champ, Holland, 
Commonwealth IT 
champ, Singapore 
APR 2^ Pans golf tourn. 
Saint Cloud (Pans), 
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PRIME SPORTS THIS 



Foffliula Om action movat to San Marino tar tbo third Grand 
PrixofthoMaaon 


holm tr Gavie, European 
team squash champ. Hol¬ 
land Commonwealth TT 
champ, Singapore, Euro¬ 
pean U-21 Cup hockey 
(ualifier), Genoa 

APR 30 Pans golf tourn, 
Samt Cloud (Pans), 
Women FA Cup final, 
London, European team 
squash champ, Holland, 
Furopean U-21 Cup 
Hockey (qualifier), 
Genoa, World motorcycl¬ 
ing champ Pool A, Stock¬ 
holm tr Gavie, San Mari¬ 
no Grand Prix motor¬ 
racing Italy 

MAY 1 European U-21 
Cup hockey (qualifier), 
Genoa, World motorcycl¬ 
ing champ pool A. Stock¬ 
holm 6- Gavie, World TT 
champ, China 
MAY 2 European U-21 
Cup hockey (qualifier), 
Genoa World motorcycl¬ 
ing champ Pijol A, Stock¬ 
holm fr Gavie, World TT 
champ, China 

MAY ) UEFA Cup final 
(first leg), European 
U-21 Cup hockey (quali¬ 
fier), Genoa, World 
motorcycling champ 
pool A, Stockholm & 
Gavie, World TT champ, 
China 

Tha Worid table tannia 
championships will aaa tha 
bast players in action in 
China 


MAY 4 World sr boxing 
champ, Berlin, Italian 
Open golf, European 
U-21 Gup hockey (quali¬ 
fier) (}enoa. World 
motorcycling champ 
Pool A, Slockholin fa- 
Gavie, World TT champ, 
China, Women s world 
weightlifting Japan 
MAY 5 World sr boxing 
champ, Berlin, Italian 
Open golf, Furopean 
U 21 Cup hockey (quali¬ 
fier), Genoa, World 
motorcycling champ 
Pool A, Stockholm fa- 
Gavie, World TT cjiamp, 
China, Women's world 
'lifting Japan 
MAY 6 GrSlam badmin¬ 
ton, Lancaster, World sr 
boxing champ, Berlin, 
Italian Open golf, Furo¬ 
pean U-21 Cup hockey 
(qualifier), Genoa, 


World TT champ, China, 
Women s world lifting, 
lapan. World motorcycl¬ 
ing clijiinp PoolA, Stock¬ 
holm ft-Gavie 
MAV 7 Grand Slam bad 
niinton, Lancaster. 
World sr boxing champ, 
Berlin, Italian Open golf, 
European U-21 c:up 
hockey (qualifier), 

Genoa World TT 
champ China, World 
motorcycling champ 
Pool A, Siockholm ft 
Gavie, Women's World 
'lifting, Japan 
MAY 8 World sr boxing 
champ, Berlin, European 
U-21 Cup hockey (quali¬ 
fier), Genoa, World TT 
champ, China, Women's 
world 'lifting, Japan 
MAY 9. World sr boxing 
champ, Berlin, World TT 
champ, China 














































FORTNIGHT 

- EVENTS ON PRIME SPORTS 

AUSTRAIIA TOUR Of- WEST INDItS Tune into Pnmt 
Sports for the fourth and final Test between the West Indies 
and Australia currently the two best sides in the world in 
Kingston Both teams have just scored resounding lest 
victones West Indies against New Zealand and Australia 
beating England to retain the Ashes so the winner of the series 
can arguably call themselves the best team in the world Richie 
Richardson is looking to rekindle his career as he returns to 
captain the West Indies for the lirst time after taking a rest from 
top class cricket due to acute fatigue Prime Sports will 
broadcast all five days of the Test 

THE SPANISH MOTORC\ Cl r GRAND PRIX Prime 
Sports is bringing Asia another complete season of FIM World 
Motorcycle Championships including the 250cc and the 
powcrtul 500cc bikes This will be the fourth consecutive year 
Prime Sports will broadcast the entire circuit live and with 
indepth analysis by Prime Sports presenters Jonathan Green 
and Clive James McNeil The 1995 season has seen Lons 
( apirossi move up from 250ccto soOcc hoping to make the 
competition even stiffer Last year s 250cc champion was 
Italian Max Biaggi and Michael Doohan from Australia took 
the 500cc title Watch our for the action liom lercz 

CRK KFI 

Wednesday 26 West Indies vs Australia (3rd Ttst/5th day) at 

7 30prn 

Friday 28 India Cricket Scene at 9 30 pm fa-12 30 pm 
Saturday 29 Wcstlndies vs Austtalia (4th lest/lstday) at 8 30 
pm 

Sunday 30 West Indies vs Australia (4th rest/2nd day) at 8 30 
pm 

Monday 1 West Indies vs Australia (4th Te5t/3id day) at 8 30 
pm 

Wednesday 3 West Indies vs Australia (4lh Test/4th day) at 

8 30 pm 

Thursday 4 West Indies vs Australia (4th Test/5th day) at 8 30 
pm 

SOCCER 

Wednesday 26 Futbol Mundial at 6 am and Asian Football 
Show at 10 30 am 

Thursday 27 Futbol Mundial at 4 30 am 
Fnday 28 Asian Football Show at 1 30 pm 
Saturday 29 Asian Football Show at 10 30 pm 6- European 



Courtney Walsh Australia's bogeyman 


Soccer Show at 5 30 pm 

Sunday 30 Asian Football Show at 3 30 am fa 11 30 am and 

European Soccer Show at 5 30 am 

Tuesday 2 Futbol Mundial at 8 am fa 4 pm 

Wednesday 3 Futbol Mundial at 3 30 am 6 10 am and 

Chinese soccer highlights at 5 pni 

Thursday 4 Chinese soccer highlights at 4 30 am fa 9 am 

Friday 5 Asian Football Show at 3 30 pm 

Saturday 6 Asian Football Show at 9 30 pm fa 3 30 am 

Sunday 7 European Soccer Show at 9 30 pm 

Tuesday 9 Futbol Mundial at 4 pm 

RACING 

Wednesday 26 Japanese motorcycle Grand Pnx highlights at 
5 pm 

Thursday 27 Japanese motorcycle Grand Pnx highlights at 6 
am 

Friday 28 Japanese motorcycle Grand Pnx highlights at 10 30 
pm fa 4 30 pm 

Sunday 30 FI World Championships San Marino Grand Pnx 
at 5 30 pm 

Monday 1 Japanese motorcycleGP at 4 30 am fa 10 30 am FI 
San Marino Grand Pnx at 11 arn 
Friday 5 Motorcycle Grand Pnx highlights at 4 30 pm 
Saturday 6 Motorcycle Grand Pnx highlights at 1 am fa 6 30 
am FI San Marino Grand Pnx at 6 30 am The history of the 
Indy 500 at 7 30 pm 

Sunday7 FI San Marino GP highlights at 2 am fa 7 am History 
of the Indy 500 at 3 am fa 8 am Spanish motorcycle GP at 5 pm 
Tuesday 9 Spanish motorcycle GP highlights at 5 30 pm 

































S INCE cricket in Sharjah is such a 
hot topic presently, let's start by 
releasing the tension with a 
cricket joke related to the desert. It's 
pretty sick actually. But what the heck! 

There's this man whose car breaks 
down in the midst of this great, big 
stretch of desert. He decides that he 
should start walking, hoping to find 
civilisation. After hours of trekking 
through the sand, he collapses in 
exhaustion. His thioat parched, he 
begins to crawl along the sand, the sun 
blinding his vision. Suddenly an 
unidentified object collides against his 
face. He picks it up and sees that it's a 
'cricket ball.' 

"I must be close to an oasis or 
maybe the Sharjah cricket stadium," 
he thinks to himself That possibility 
spurs him on to continue his crawl. 
Further up the sand dunes again, out 
of nowhere, another object crashes 
against his face. He picks it 
up....another 'cricket ball.' 

'Ah, I must be getting closer to 
civilisation', he thinks and continues 
his trek on all-fours. The sun lashes 
down on his aching body and 


intensifies his thirst, but he keeps on 
going. Again, suddenly something 
hits him in the face. He picks it 
up...(and now the punch line) 

A castrated cricket. 

On a more serious note though, 
there are not too many folks living 
outside the sub continent who are 
aware of the kind of tensions and 
rivalries there are when India plays 
Pakistan at Sharjah. One Australian 
journalist who spoke to me on the 
phone during the recent Asia Cup 
asked why there was so much of relief 
in India after Sri Lanka and not 
Pakistan had qualified for the final. 
"Down here we await the 
opportunity of taking on our rivals 
New Zealand, so that we can teach 
them a lesson." 

I couldn't possibly tell him that 
unfortunately the Indian cricket team 
ain't very good when it comes to 
teaching their Pakistani counterparts 
a lesson—especially in Sharjah. I 

People outiide the subcontineiit don't realise 
the level of emotional energy and passion 
prevalent during an India-Pakistan cricket 
match 


merely told him about the kind of 
bitterness and unnecessary emotional 
energy ;that is wasted whenever India 
meets Pakistan. But I guess he won't 
understand the magnitude of that...as 
not many people in that part of the 
world would. 

And you can't expect them to. 
Afterall, all white folks refer to anyone 
coming from the sub-continent as a 
'Paki'. It's funny, that whereas we in 
this part of the developing world go 
out of our way to learn the geography 
and culture of the 'white man,' they 
are so ignorant about us. 

When the story about Salim Malik's 
alleged bribery offers to Tim May and 
Shane Wame broke in Australia, I 
recall one local tabloid carrying a 
banner headline which screamed: 
"Indians fail to buy Warne and May". 
Yet nowhere in tlje copy did the word 
'India' crop up. Naturally I called in 
and complained to the newspaper but 
was merely brushed off becouse they 
didn't see any real difference. 
Obviously, my written objeaion 
never saw the light of day in the letters 
page either. 

During the same time, one talk 
show host in the "Whacky headlines" 
section of his programme anounced: 

" and it seems that along with bribery, 
the Pakistan team have also being 
using steroids." The accompanying 
footage showed the Indian team 
during a drinks break at the 
four-nation Centenary Series in New 
Zealand. The drinks trolley happened 
to be in the shape of a double-decker 
bus. But since in reality, it was only a 
few feet off the ground, Azhar and his 
boys were seen towering over the bus. 
This time my objeaion was turned 
down on the grounds that it was all in 
good humour. At that point of time, I 
was livid over the incident, but I guess 
we have to live with the ignorance of 
the so called 'First World'. 

And more recently there was a 
news item about the US Foreign 
Affairs Committee Chairman Jesse 
Helms referring to Benazir Bhutto as 
the distinguished Prime Minister of 
India. 

I rest my case. 

Andy O'Brien 
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"Whoever beats 
his record will be' 
one tired man" 

Nawab of Pataudi on Kapil Dev's 
landmark 
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The strength and perseverance that has gone into every single run up 
of Kapil's 7illion deliveries will continue to inspire players for years to 
come At 87 Km to a litre the 4S Champion is another record holder A 
gpod reason for Kapil to choose it, when be is qff the pitch. 
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M.A.K. Pataudi 
writes on Sachin 
Tendulkar 
and how India's 
cricketing fortunes 
revolve around 
his genius 
— 

Lara, but he hai yet to develop the 
latter's temperament and so often 
pleases only to tease 
Nevertheless, he has become 
totally invaluable because the 
team has been force-fed to bebeve 
that if he fails, all is lost 
And yet they are prepared to 
make him open, a position where 
a batsman is usually most 
vulnerable There is some logic m 
this, but it IS by no means 
convincmg enough, for no matter 
how wide the held is spread 
Tendulkar needs to bat only 30 
overs to leave an indelible mark 
on the game 

And naturally he is more likely 
to get an unplayable ball in the 
iniual overs than after the ball is 
15 overs old, espeaally now that 
the Pakistanis seem to have 
forgotten all about reverse swmg 
(whatever that actually meant) 

I suppose It would really be best 
if he batted wherever he preferred 
as long as we do not have him 

Twrfiilkar aN Lm tlwn a noMi 
■Aar iha Watt hiMat tsar la latfa 
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^ soon as 

Pakistan was out of the way 

m this Asia Cup, it was 

always going to be a good Friday 

for India unless they 

laid an egg Fortunately they did 

not, and with Tendulkar showing 

the way the middle order made 

short work of the total, made 

easier by some moderate bowling 

Tendulkar, in case you had not 

noticed, is a highly gifted player I 

reckon even more talented than 


Tendulkar,I reckon is 
even more talented than 
Lara, but he has yet to 
.develop the letter's 
temperament and so 
often pleases only to 
tease 
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opening against weak attacks and 
pushing himseif down against the 
stronger ones. That wiH make him 
feel like a yo-yo, alotlikeLala 
Amamath must have felt under 
Vizzy's captaincy, 

U this competition was meant to 
be a rehearsal for the World Cup, 
it is doubtful if the selectors are 
any wiser. Prasad bowled well, but 
India sorely misses Kapil Dev at 
seven and while the captaincy 
issue is reburied for another few 
months, Azharuddin and his 
advisers have little idea which 
spinner is going to play the next 
match. 

To top it all, the quality of 
cricket, apart from odd inspired 
moments, was well below par. 

This is not to belittle the Indian 
performance, only to try and put it 
in some perspective, if that is at all 
possible in Shaijah. 

But it was a joyous occasion for 
the Indians who, like a lost Hock of 
migratory birds, found their way 
back to the stadium as soon as Sri 
Lanka had beaten Pakistan. They 
returned in their thousands to 
laugh and cheer mostly, it must be 
admitted, in relief. Nevermind 
that India was by far the best side 
and for opposition it had Pakistan 
truncated by scandal and injury, 
and further hampered by 
infighting- that Sri Lanka no 
matter how hard it tried was no 
better than a good Ranji Trophy 
side, and Bangladesh came only 
for the experience, the slaughter 
and the $75,000, 

As far as the pubhc was 
concerned, India had won at last, 
and for once it was the Pakistani 
taxi-driver who went around with 

Ntinrliiwil l i KTM fcl l Mrlincllwilif 
Ywli i lil w h tat, h c i fciittl i if.iwwiitlfct lint 


a surly face. I am told he even 
refused to take Indian passengers 
till better economic sense 
prevailed. 

For those who went for good 
cricket, the week was 
disappointing as indeed it was for 
those who like a serious flutter. 
The g-ound authorities smartly 
escorted two bookies off the 
premises, and off the ground 
betting was negligible (Don't 
believe a word about the 


ASHOKE CHMCIMMNnV 



TwrihiltaritliitfMerickM'tiiiMtimrInMIt 
eonnodity and Ms praMim OR iftoM It mra 
to draw tbo crowds 

Pakistan-Sri Lanka match being 
fixed). 

Since it was not a 
Pakistan-India final, the CBFS lost 
out on substantial gate money, 
butA.R. Bukhatir is already 
planning for October when South 
Africa, West Indies and Pakistan 
have been invited. I hope that 
India will also make it, for that 
tournament will give a 
dearer picture of what lies ahead 
as the World Cup approaches 
doser. • 


(Tendulkaf's detailed career statistics overleaf) 
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BREAK UP AGAINST EACH COUNTRY IN TESTS 


Pakistan 

4 

6 


215 

35.g3 

59 


2 

1 

30 

0 

23 

0 

New Zealand 

4 

6 

1 

171 

)4>20 

88 


I 

I 


— 



England 

6 

9 

2 

547 

70 |4 

165 

2 

3 

7 

24 

2 

9 

0 

Sn Lanka 

7 

7 

1 

458 

70.35 

142 

2 

2 

S 

42 

1 

11 

0 

Aystraha 

5 


1 

368 

4000 

US* 

2 

-— 
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216 

10 

94 

3 31 33 

Smbahwe 

Z 
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62 

51.00 

62 


1 

— 

54 

4 

19 

0 

South Africa 

4 

6 
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55.06 
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4 

1 

4 

42 

2 

14 

1 14<00 

West Indies 

y 

6 


402 

6700 

179 

1 

2 

5 

24 

0 

19 
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WORLD RECORDS 


it Sachin Tendulkar (326 not out), at the age of 14 m 1987-88 while playing for his school Sharadashram against St Xaviers in 
Bombay, shared third wicket pannership of 664 runs with Vinod Kambli (349 not out) —a world record in any class of cricket 

Hr Youngcst-evcrcricketcrtoscorel000runslnTcstcricketatthcagcofl9ycars217days (In Johannesburg 1992-93 in his 19thTest) 

k Youngest player to score 5 Test hundreds at the age of 19 years and 294 days West Indian George Headley had scored his 4th Test 
hundred at tne age of 20 years and 315 days 

Hr Youngest player to reach the milestones of 1000,2000 3000,4000, 5000 6000 & 7000 runs in first-class cncket 
it Yoyngest-everto score a Test hundred in Australia at the age of 18 years 256 days (148 not out at Sydney, 1991-92) 












An inquiry into why Arantxa 
Sanchez- Vicario is so wrongly 
portrayed as the perennial 
underdog in women's tennis 
in spite of her obvious skills 



HEN ren/iis magazine 
began conducting a survey 
for who they thought would qualify 
for the rare honour of being dubbed 
the 'Player Of The Year' for 1994, they 
were in for a surprise. 

They were dumbfounded, not by 
the choice of the winner, but because 
the decision to bestow this honour on 
Arantxa Sanchez-Vicario was met 
with a quiet and dignified acceptance 
by tennis fans. There were no 
processions, no bomb threats, no 
political lobbying and no protests 
from Arantxa's fellow pros. And that's 
about as deep as the social 
commentary went. Just a quiet tone 
of acceptance, coupled with 
admiration that only seemed to 
suggest that it was about time Arantxa 
got that award. 

However, we are not going to take 
up the space provided in these 
columns to dwell on the judiciousness 
of re/in ;5 magazine's decision. Rather, 
one might add, that if it boils down to 
sheer and uncompromising hard 
work and a rigorous work ethic, there 
are a few on the women's tour (make 
that almost no one), who is qualified 
to take Arantxa on. And if effort is the 
criteria, then the award is justified. 

And though her fellow pros do not 
exactly start overdosing on 
superlatives in Sanchez's favour, they 
however, all adhere to a single line of 
tt|JfUght: Sanchez-Vicario is safely 


The 







Much of Sanchez 
Vicario'a 
parionalitycan 
be oaugad from 
haratylaoftonnia 
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termed as the Spanish scamperer who 
gives the impression that her little feet 
operate on turbo as she chases down 
and captures the same balls that other 
women let pass by. And by doing so. 
Sanchez Vicario manages to 
successfully dilute the power game 
that is the current trademark of the 
many young girls who have laid siege 
to the WTA Tour. Sanchez-Vicario 
calls the key to her unflagging fitness 
"a secret. * but she did admit to honing 
up for this sport by practising another 
one: 'I play a lot of soccer.' she says. 
For all of Sanchez's credentials—and 
they did help her flirt with the No. 1 
ranking recently till Steffi Graf took it 
back—it is a widely accepted fact that 
fame has not come easily to her. 
Rather, she has had to slog and strain 
for every point that she won and 
every dollar that she earned. 

While it is true that she stunned the 
tennis world in 1989 by winning the 
French Open, in what the pundits 
dubbed as the greatest upset in the 
history of women's tennis, the critics 
on the flip side dismissed it as one-off 
thing. Sanchez, on her part, helped 
the critics by not winning a grand slam 
event for the next five years. 

It was during this period that one 
saw power tennis take on new 
dimensions. And this method of play 
was preached effectively by Monica 
Seles, Jennifer Capriati and soon after 
that, Mary Pierce. To make matters 
worse, there was only one law that 
diaated this theory; if you did not 
adopt to that form of play, you were 
doomed. And when the gurus 
conducted a search for an effective 
gameplan to counteract this violent 
form of tennis, they stumbled upon a 
remedy that was so basic that they 
wondered why they had ignored it 
earlier. 

The remedy—or so it would 
seen}—lay in the style of tennis that 
Sanchez Vicario portrayed. The 
answer lay in her dogged, unrelenting 
defense. And no one characterised 
this form of tennis more effectively 
than her. Part retriever, part spark 
plug, Sanchez-Vicario underlined the 
faa that to win a point against these 
powerful scuds, one had to run down 


and send back every ball that they hit, 
thus making the opponent face a 
greater margin of error. "Sometimes I 
don't think that they expect the ball to 
come back. But it comes back," 
Sanchez-Vicario says about her 
bragging nghts to being the most 
dogged opponent on the women's 
tour. 

She could also very well boast of 
being the most visible player on the 
tour too. thus underlying the fact that 
she is a tennis junkie of sorts. Her 


Sanchez Vicario it the most visibla player on 
the WTA Tour and has soldom taken a break 
friunit 

presence on court gives one the 
impression of a little rabbit, replete 
with the bobbing, omnipresent ball 
holder. And even though she didn't 
exactly scamper up the rankings after 
serving notice of her potential on that 
eventful afternoon in May 1989, 
Sanchez-Vicario has seldom gone 
AWOL from the tour. This is proved 
by a relevant piece of statistic: at seven 
of the eight 1994 tournaments where 
she captured the singles title, Arantxa 
also captured the doubles crown. And 
at grand slams, she even played mixed 

IS 
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doubles just for the fun of it. While 
doing so, she notched up 74 singles 
victories as against nine losses. She 
also won two grand slam titles and an 
enviable $2.9 million in prize money. 
Which only goes to show that 
Sanchez-Vicario may not have had a 
spectacular nine-year tennis career, 
but at least she has remained rock 
solid at all times. Which brings us to 
initiate a little debate. Motion: 
Arantxa Sanchez- Vicario has always 
remained the perpetual underdog. 

Few critics would argue otherwise. 
Sanchez-Vicario has, for a major pan 
of her career suffered from an acute 
form of what is known as the 
'bridesmaid' syndrome. The fact that 
she IS constantly fighting the 
insecurities that lie within her, could 
well be documented by her style of 
play: always laboured. 

Today, at the age of 23, Sanchez- 
Vicario has come to terms with the 
fact, that as "a commodity" she might 
perpetually be second best to Capriati, 
Sabatini, Graf, Pierce and even the 
in-exile Monica Seles. But all this boils 
down to the laws of economic and 
marketing. However, as a tennis 
player perse, she could well strive to 
hold the edge against them. For 
example, in a match against any one 
of these three superstars, Sanchez will 
have the least fan following, the 
ignominy of which will make her 
strive harder. She has beaten players 
in these types of situations and it is in 
times like this that her game is 
all-defense, guiding back every shot 
that is lasered at her and at the same 
time portraying her persona rather 
than a style preference. This style of 
play has now become an inherent part 
of Sanchez-Vicario's personality just 
as her personality has become an 
inherent part of her style of play. It 
demonstrates the fact that she is 
secure with whatever she has got and 
is not willing to change for her further 
growth not just as a human being but 
as the complete tennis player. 

She remains the quintessential 
counter-puncher, hugging the 
baseline as though going to play at the 
net would expose her as mortal. This 
trait of hers is also demonstrated by 
the fact that though Sanchez Vicario 






remains one of the more accessible 
pros on the women's tour vis*a-vis the 
media she in her effort to please 
manages to paint only a basic piaure 
of herself But this is not to discount 
the fact that Sanchez-Vicano has 
never tried to re-define her game 
which in turn could be linked to the 
fact that she is trying to grow and 
mature as a person And if she does 
manage to get over the phobia of the 
net then she could soon be envisaged 
as a complete player given the fact 
that she possesses the strength speed 
athletic ability and the hands and 
instincts to be an all court player 

Too many coaches have come and 
gone from Team Sanchez-Vicario 
dejected by her reluctance to adapt 
And when we say too many we are 
referring to blue chip coaches like 
Mike Estep Carlos Kirmayr and Sven 
Groeneveld These coaches when 
quitting cited the fact that Sanchez 
Vicario s decisions werq dominated by 
the opinions of her father Emilio Snr 
and her elder brother Emilio And 
Juan Nunez her coach when she won 
the 1989 French Open is willing to 
testify on that score It is a fact that 
Sanchez Vicario s maturity as a tennis 
pro IS in many ways indirectly linked 
to her off-court evolution She has 
started showing a refreshing 
acceptance to different styles of play 
and IS perhaps the only woman pro 
who IS always confident of beating 
Steffi Graf 

"You have to be patient with her 
because you won t get a lot of easy 
points " says Graf She gets to 
everything and you sometimes try too 
much Sanchez Vicario endorses her 
qualifications by stating that "1 
believe that I can beat the No 1 player 
in the world Ijust think that many 
players don t think that way " 

And she s right because if her 
performance on the Tour in recent 
times IS any indication, then Sanchez- 
Vicario does not have to fight with her 
inner self in order to be accepted She 
has been at the top of the mountain 
(though for a brief period) and she is 
convinced that if she could do it once 
then she can do it again 

She IS after all, the Woman of 
Constants • 
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“Ever since 

we fitted the MRF ZIGMAS. 

the handling is 
far far superior to that of 
a normal Maiuti 800 ....” 
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Even we couldn’t have described better - 
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The MRF Zlgmal 

Since when have you been. 

Ever since with MRF ZIGMA? 
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QUESTIONS 


I Who is the youngest 
•chess player to have 
become a Grandmaster? 

2 Who has scored the 
• fastest century in 
one-day cricket? 

3 Who has scored the 
•fastest half-century 
in one-day cricket? 

4 Name the batsman 
•who made 31 runs in 
one over in one-day 
cricket? 


•Mr 





5 In one-day cricket, 
« which cricketer 

Answer to Q.No.10 scored eight continuous 


READERS' 

uiz 


CARTOONS ARTHUR CAROOZO 


Answer to Q.No.7 


BAHE 

BEARr^dj 


.?4^ 






Sot* ... 


half-centuries to create a 
world record? 

6 An Olympic gold 
# medallist dedicated 
his 400 and 800m victory 
at Montreal to Fidel 
Castro? Who was he? 

7 Who was the first 
4 ^ person to win the 
Olympic marathon bare 
feet? 


8 Who is the only 
* cricketer to score a 
century in his first and last 
Test innings? 

9 There are two 

«instances of batsmen 
scoring centuries in their 
only Test appearance. Who 
are they? 

JL " * Indian captain to 
have won all five tosses in a 
series? 
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ANALYSIS 


How India Are World 
Cricket Champions! 


At the end of another cricket season, statistics reveal some unbelievable 
facts. But then, don^t statistics also lie? Our statistician proves how 
wrong we were about the Indian cricket team! 

COMPILED BY HARI PRASAD CHATTOPADHYAY 


Can you believe these facts? 

* The current West Indies - Australia series is NOT the unofficial world championships. In fact, India 
are the unofficial No. 1 team in Test cricket with a success percentage of 68.42 since '92. If India play 
the West Indies that would be the unofficial world championships. 


* India are the second most successful team in one day cricket and since West Indies take top spot 
there, we can deduce that India and the West Indies are the joint top teams in world cricket today 
(see P.S) 


PERFORMANCES IN ONE DAY INTERNATIONALS 

(After 1992 WORLD CUP) 

Comitry 

M 

Won 

Loot 

Abnd. 

Tiod 

Succoss Poreontago 

Rank 

WostMlot 

62 

39 

20 

2 

1 

65.32 

1 

Mia 

57 

34 

22 

— 

1 

60.52 

2 

Aaslratla 

65 

38 

26 

0 

1 

59.63 

3 

PakiMm 

76 

41 

31 

0 

4 

56.57 

4 

Cnglmd 

28 

14 

14 

. 0 

0 

50.00 

5 

Sri Lanka 

59 

24 

31 

4 

0 

44.06 

6 

SaatkMka 

6] 

25 

34 

2 

0 

42.62 

7 

NawZaalaaS 

53 

17 

32 

3 

1 

35.84 

8 

Zkakakwta 

26 

3 

20 

1 

2 

17.30 

9 


— , I „ I .. I ... . .. I 

PCRFORM^ES IN TESTCRIGltinr-|^' 

(After 1992 World Cup) 















INDIA: DCTAILED ONE-DAV STATISTICS 

Since 1992 World Cup [Held from February 22 to March 25,1992] 


SariM 

OppOMNt 

TmhummM 

M 

Won 

iMt 

Abnd. 

Ha 

1992 

Zlmbahwo 

_ 

1 

1 

0 



19(f2-93 

SombAIHca 

— 

7 

2 

5 

— 


1993 

England 

— 

6 

3 

3 



1993 

— ■ — ■ — 

AHnaaDwa 

— 

3 

3 

0 



1993 

Sri Lanka 

— 

3 

1 

2 

— 

ii.— 

1993 

MLaflka 

Hero Cup 

1 

1 

0 

— 

— 


Wastindios 

§9 

2 

1 

1 

— 

.— 


Zimkakim 


1 

0 

0 


1 


South Africa 

*• tt 

2 

2 

0 

— 


1994 

Sri Lanka 

— 

3 

2 

1 


_ 

1994 

Now Zealand 

— 

4 

2 

2 

— 

— 

1994 

Eaiiralas Crickot Board 

Austral-Asia Cup 

1 

1 

0 

— 

— 


Pakiaian 


2 

0 

2 

— 

— 


Australia 

99 99 

1 

1 

0 

— 

— 

1994 

SriUnka 

Singer Cup 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 


Australia 


1 

1 

0 

— 

— 

1994 

Wastindios 

— 

5 

4 

1 

— 

_ 

1994 

Wastindios 

Wills Trophy 

3 

2 

1 

— 

— 


NawZaaland 

9 9 

2 

2 

0 

— 

— 


Sarias 

Opponant 

Toumamant 

M 

Won 

Last 

Abnd. 

Tia 

1995 

NawZaaland 

N Z Centenary Cup 

1 

0 

1 

— 

_ 


South Africa 

99 99 99 

1 

0 

1 

— 

— 


Ammlia 

99 99 99 

1 

1 

0 

— 

— 

1995 

Bangladesh 

Asia Cup 

1 

1 

0 

— 

— 


Pakisian 


1 

0 

1 

— 

— 


Sri Lanka 

9 99 

2 

2 

0 

— 

— 


Total 


57 

34 

22 

— 

1 





SurpriM. lurpriMl India ranks 
as tha No. 1 Tost playing nation, 
in tba world with 
a succass rata of 68.72% 










analysis 




P.S.: How many of the Indian triumphs came at home? Well, that's a separate question that has 
not been dealt with, lest it spoil our fantasy 
22 
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as A team 

. fM t}» A$ia ^p a good ^ep, 

yM wh61e etcerdsetutiited out 
to be a colq^ turaste of .timeand 
efibn. After four days tdliodpla at 
the Eden Gardens, only Utpal 
Chatterjee got selected, replacing 
Venkatpathy Raju, Whmas 
' players like V&ramRathore,. SaUl 


ArdtplaahdSairaJ Eahutt^ were 
lowbred di^itethetrg^ 
'Peiibrnianee. 

Also Vikram Rattiore looked a 
solid bat and gave a good account 
of hin^if in all the matches he \ 
played. He seems to possess a 
good temperament and It will not 
be long before he flnds himself 
in the Indian team. Salil Ankola. 
was also-terribly unlucky not to 
have be(nt selected.' He bowled 



1 


Visliwanaihan Anaiid brought Anjnd 
If) Ills country when he defe«Ttocl Gala 
Kanisky in the PCA semi finals Come 
September, will that ciown rtmiain 
permanent or nof^ 


'«:l 





with venoni and fire, {think he'; 
should have been in the team ' 
because only he looked the mmt' 

. menaidng, alter'^t^th.' with tpe 
ttewbatt, nHbiist bow VndcaMsn ^ 
Prasad and Prashimt Vaidya ' 
;iOoked ^Ulfe ordinary s^ment. - 
. However, this is a good concept 
and f^uld.be ctmtiniied in 
future alsp; As this will not only 
give aqtirhig players a chance to 
di^iay their talents, but also put 
the senior playei^s on their toes. 

BHAMTSHAim . 

New.D^., 





IP 
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Worth Reading 

\ ,j"OUR encounter with the 
lion, Jeff Thomson 
{Sportsworld, 15th March) was 
worth reading. We Indians need 
such lions to coach the 
youngsters here to build a good 
team for the future. 

R. HARi KUMAR. 

Thiruvanthapuram. 








PERSPECTIVE 


A NATIONAL 
INFERIORITY 
COMPLEX! 


Is tluif why \rt’ 
alwuvs crack 
Hfiilcr pressure 
in intenuiiional 
coifipeiitions? 



" T was 


an astonishing moment It 
happened during the lunch break of 
the India Pakistan match at the Asia 
Cup in Sharjah As soon as people 
heard that Pakistan had scored 266 
and now India needed to score 267 to 
win there were cries of We can t do 
It "How IS it possible^ 267 and that 
too against a motivated Pakistan 
team " No chance Might as well 
give up and come home " "The 
Indians they II never be able to do it 

On and on the comments came out 
as people gave vent to their 
frustrations their despair their 
deep rooted fatalism And yet the 
match was not yet over It was just the 
lunch break — India siill had to bat 
But SO deep is our inferiority complex 
so deep our lack of fighting spirit that 
the nation seemed to have giv en up 
even before India had started batting 
And did the Indian players in the 
dressing room also mentally give up*^ 

It might seem so Because when they 
went in to bat they caved in 
abysmally 

So why are we so defeatist ^ Has 800 
years of foreign rule crushed our 
fighting spirit and our self esteem"^ 

This defeatism seems to be so 
pervasive that sportsmen born long 
after Independence who have had no 



experience of foreign rule also tend to our genes and our history*^ 
throw n the towel when the chips are If that was so, then how come the 

down Has it got something to do with Pakistanis, who come from the same 
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gene pool and share the same history, 
thrive under pressure? How come, 
even when they are staring defeat in 
the face, as they did in '86 in Sharjah, 
when Miandad had to score a six of 
the last ball off Chetan Sharma, they 
managed to turn the tables on us? It is 
a puzzRng thought, although there is 

Whan India wins, thara it a ^rtm batwaan 
tha tpaetatart and tba crickatan. But a 
lata laadt tn avarnlnlit angar and daapair 
an tha part af tha public 


atmosphere destroys the chance to 
put up spirited performances in all 
spheres of life? 

We have a national atmosphere of 
intrigues«politics, backstabbing and 
scandal mongering. Then there is the 
presence of a deeply entrenched 
hierarchy system, where power is 
'centralised'. Also, hard work and 
merit does not matter at all. What 
matters is the connections that you 
have—it is difficult to have a good 



no doubt that Islam is an unifyingjind career without godfathers and 
powerfully motivating force. political backing. We have a system 

Or is it that our national where talent, to survive, has to be 


subservient to hierarchy; where good 
performance is no guarantee for just 
rewards and continued selection, 
(Note:Utpal Chatterjee's exit from the 
Indian team despite a good 
performance against Pakistan). The 
presence of a pervasive 'quota' 
system.. does all this vitiate the 
national environment and causes 
spirits to droop As a result, people do 
not have the incentive to give off their 
best. There's no point, since factors 
other than brilliant performance 
always comes into play. 

But now that we have won the Asia 
Cup, all shortcomings have been 
swept under the carpet This is a 
typically Indian attitude: a complete 
avoidance of self analysis. The 
newspaper reports are glowing and 
upbeat—all their previous abuse after 
the loss to Pakistan: Azhar's 
supposedly unimaginative captaincy, 
the apparent lack of penetration by 
the frontline bowlers, the growing 
psychological over-dependence on 
Sachin Tendulkar—is now 
conveniently forgotten 

'After all,' those still finding fault 
with our performance at Sharjah are 
told, 'we have won the Asia Cup, 
haven't we? So why this bhashan? 
Take it easy. Go see Bombay. Great 
film. After that, go to sleep It we had 
shortcomings, then how come we 
won the Cup, right?' 

So what can one say in the face of all 
these statements? 

And things will remain like this, in 
the typically Indian attitude of benign 
passivity, till once again in an 
India-Pakistan match, we have to 
score 267 to win. And then the abuses 
will start again, it's a sad story indeed. 

Here's Roland Joffe, maker of the 
film, "City of Joy with the last word on 
our national character: "The national 
character exhibits intense pride 
laminated to a deeply conflicted core, 
an avoidance of self analysis, a drive to 
transfer internal anxieties to some 
suitably external cause. If a nation is 
said to have a collective personality, 
then the passive-aggressive is a 
binding strand in the peisonality of 
the subcontinent."# 

Sheviin Sebastian 
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Formula 

One cars have started roaring again, 
the tarmacs are full of burnt 
rubber marks, the drivers 
have donned their racing gear and this 
season like the ones before promises 
its own share of thrills and spills. 
Formula One enthusiasts the world 
over, were waiting eagerly to see how 
the rivalry that existed between 
Michael Schumacher and Damon Hill 
and between their respective teams, 
Benetton Renault and Rothmans 
Williams Renault, would progress. 

Thp faa that both the cars were fitted 
with Renault engines this year made 
the competition all the more fierce, 
both the drivers pitted more or less on 
equal terms against each other. 

1995 is also the season where the 
battles on 16 race courses would be 
decided more by the skill of the drivers 
ensconsed in those dream machines, 
than by the machines themselves. 
Starting last year, FIA, the governing 
body of F1 racing, sought to bring 
about a parity in the cars, something 
that never existed before and many 


rule changes later the campaign is 
more or less successful. The 
pre-season testing showed that the 
new technical regulations would 
certainly bring about a season that 
would provide closer, exciting races. 

Moreover, FI lovers also awaited 
the return of Nigel Mansell who 
joined the Finnish driver Mika 
Hakkinen at team McLaren. The 
41 -year-old Mansell who last year 
drove for Rothmans Williams Renault 
made it clear that in 1995 he was not 
to be overlooked. By winning the last 
Grand Prix of '94 in Australia he had 
already served notice to Schumacher, 
Hill and Co. However, the new 
McLaren MP4/10 designed by team 
McLaren Marlboro Mercedes did not 
meet with Mansell's approval who 
complained of seating problems and 
bruised elbows after test-riding in the 
cramped cockpit (In actual faa 
Mansell's hips were too big). Indeed, 
re-designing the cockpit saw Mansell 
sitting out for the first two races, the 
Brazilian Grand Prix and the 
Argentinian Grand Prix. 

The season got off to a controversial 
start with the very first race in the 
calendar, the Brazilian Grand Prix. In 
fact, the controversy started even 
before the drivers got off from the 
starting grid. Both the Benetton and 
Williams teams were fined $30,000 
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CONTROVERSY 
TAKES 
POLE 
POSITION 


No sooner had the Formula One ^ 

season begun that it was 
plagued by controversies yet 
again...,but the show goes on 





before the start of the race because the repetition of the first offence. Rmyla |yj^^**>** 

PIA Stewards discovered iir^larities Surprisingly, that was exactly how ^ e tlaf-a wait 

in the fuel samples taken from the things turned out to be. itlaawadaallitwlaiitiaiidnii w ariipanlw 

cars. The excitement had just begun. Damon Hill, who started the race in Bi*dllta OP. Btigtr (righi) eaaw ihiitf 

When Schumacher and Coulthard pole position, was soon involved in a Schumacher and continued to extend 

began the race that Sunday, they were tremendous fight for the leading his advantage till the beginning of the 

aware that having already been fined, position with arch rival Schumacher 31 st, when he spun off the track. "I 

their cars would automatically be who led into the first bend. Hill stalked was actually on the radio at the time. I 

subject to a thorough chedc if they Schumacher and took the lead on lap was telling the team that I had lost 

finished in the top three. And, if their 17 when Schumacher went in for his second gear, when all of a sudden the 

petrol was found to be the same tb^t first pit stop. By the 23rd lap Hill was whole transmission seized. I don’t 

was used in practice it wopld be a comfortably coasting ahead of know what the cause of the problem 
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FOCUS 


Frank Willlwnt (Itll) head of taam Williama 
RanauH and Flavio Briatora. tha chiaf of taam 
Banotton Ranault diacuta tho fiaaco ovar fuol 
imoouliHtiaa 

was, but It was a great shame/' Hill 
said after the race 
It was a dejected and morose Hill 
who sat in the pits and watched 
Schumacher win the race with 
teammate Coulthard coming second, 
a mere eight seconds separating them 
After Schumacher and Coulthard had 
celebrated with the traditional 
champagne on the victory podium the 
stewards dropped the bombshell 
Both Schumacher and Coulthard 
were disqualified and stopped oft their 
titles and Gerhard Berger, of Ferran, 
who came third, was awarded the title 
A hush descended over the 
Benetton-Renault and Rothmans 
Williams Renault teams after the 
verdict was heard They insisted that 
they had not tampered with the fuel 
and argued that Elf the French 
supplier of the suspect fuel has been 
supplying grand prix racing since 
1968 without a break, longer than any 
other fuel company " 

This modem brought to the fore 
what has been a controversial subject 
in grand pnx racing for more than a 
decade—the secret mixtures used by 
oil companies in collaboration with 
engine companies to increase the 
combustion and therefore the power 
of the engines Again it was to increase 
parity between the teams that the FIA 
insisted that regular pump petrol be 
used, but even within those narrow 
parameters, small variations could 
bring about significant gains Though 
both teams immediately appealed 
against the ruling the seeds of doubt 
have been sown and from now on any 
win by these teams would not be 
bereft of suspicion 

As Gerhard Berger who won by 
default said, 'T am very happy about 
this decision I don't feel sorry for 
Michael or David because cheating is 
cheating But Tm sorry it is Renault 
involved because 1 didn't think they 
would do this I noticed relatively 
early m the race that something 
wasn't right All the cars are about the 
same le\ el of performance except 
those with Renault engines They are 
28 
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in a world of their owm I don't know if 
that's down to the fuel but 
violation of the rules on fuel is no 
smaU matter " Though both dnvers 
insist that they were unaware of the 
possibility of using illegitimate fuel it 
IS hard to believe that their respective 
teams did not know about it 

But What was even more intriguing 
was that in spite of the irregularities 
coming into the open before the race, 
the drivers were allowed to compete 
FIA was surely aware that 
there was no question of drainmg the 
fuel from the cars and the refuellmg 
ngs m time for the start, and 
moreover, that was the only batch of 
fuel both the teams had 

There are a few who talk of a PR 
exerase arguing that the FIA allowed 
the dnvers to compete only because 
they knew a cancellation of results 
would snowball into a major 
controversy and only then would 
they get the maximum mileage out of 
the whole episode 

The date for hearing the appeals of 
all the parties involved was set for the 
13ihof ApnlbytheFIA What 
followed was even more intriguing 
than the controversy itself The FIA 
Appeals Committee based in Pans 
passed a ruling that reinstated the 
onginal race results—Schumacher 
10 pts, Coulthard 6 pts and Berger 4 
pts The FIA however did not let the 
Benetton Renault and the Rothmans 
Williams Renault team off the hook 
easily though they were fined 
$200 000 each and neither team had 
their points reinstated into the 
Constructors Championship table 

Though the Benetton and the 
Williams teams were only too happy 
to get Schumacher and Coulthard 
back m the points tally, the Ferrari 
team were downright disappointed 
Their driver Gerhard Berger who had 
won by proxy and who then was 
relegated to the third position said, "I 
respect the deasion of the FIA but to 
admit that the car specification was 
non*homologated and punish the 
team, yet accept xjit drivers' results 
shows that we at Ferran are stupid if 
we have new things and do not use 
them in a race simply because they are 
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non approved." 

Veteran, Niki Lauda, a consultant 
with the Ferrari team who went a step 
further in criticising the 
powers-that-be at the FIA, said, "It's 
the biggest Joke ever in Formula One. 
The richest team can run a car that 
breaks the rules, pays a fine, and then 
has its driver declared world 
champion." 

There was another controversy at 
the same venue, though it was not 
highlighted much and once again it 
was a certain Michael Schumacher 
who was involved. He was accused of 
manipulating his weight under the 
new regulations to an unfair 
advantage. Under rules brought in 
this season, the weight of each driver 
and car was not to exceed 595 kgs and 
if a driver were to lose a considerable 
amount of weight between the 
weigh-in and the race, his car would 
be below the legal limit and he would 
gain an advanuge by being lighter. 

Many eyebrows were raised when 
Schumacher weighed in at 169 
pounds (77 kgs), an increase of 17 
pounds (8 kgs) over his weight at the 
beginning of last season, but weighed 
in at 157 pounds (71.5 kgs) after the 
race. Engineers from two separate 
teams estimated that a difference of 12 
pounds (51/2 kgs) would translate 
into a 14-second advantage over the 
course of a race. 

Schumacher, however, discounted 
the theory saying, "1 did put on weight 
over the winter because 1 trained to 
changed fat into muscle and everyone 
knows that muscle is heavier than fat. 
There is nothing wrong in all this. It is 
absolutely normal." Interestingly, the 
FIA let the matter pass and absolved 
Schumacher of any discrepancy. 

At the Argentinian GP there were 
fireworks again, but of another kind. 
The Buenos Aires circuit which 
witnessed FI racing after 14 years, 
saw the original race being stopped 
after one lap following two separate 
collisions involving five cars. At the 
end of 72 laps when Damon Hill took 
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the black and white chequered flag, it 
was a confirmation of the driver's 
skills which had already been put on 
show at the race in Brazil. Hill who 
seems to have fine-tuned his driving 
prowess considerably since last year, 
y^ made it clear that this year he was 
going all out to get Williams-Renault 
the Dnvers' Championship, but his 
teammate Coulthard would also 
provide him with stiff competition 
and support at the same time. 
Together these two drivers will strive 
to get Williams-Renault the 
Consiruaors' Championship too. 

There remains a minor problem for 
Hill, Coulthard and team Williams 
Renault though. Michael 
Schumacher. By finishing first in the 
Brazilian GP (to be disqualified and 
then eventually reinstated) and third 
in the Argentinian—GP, he has made 
his intentions dangerously and 
ominously clear—that he would try 
to end this season the same way he 
ended the last season—right at the 
top. However, after the fiasco at the 
Brazilian GP, Schumacher was a little 
disillusioned with the whole business 
of Formula One raang. He has gone 
on record in The Tunes, London 
saying, ''I am very sad that nobody 
writes about what a good job I did in 
Brazil. Everybody concentrated on 
saying I was cheatmg. I am at the point 
where I am finding all these 
accusations too much to take, lhave 
thought about leaving and going to 
Indy Cars." The ruling of the FIA 
which went in his favour must have 
surely done wonders to his confidence 
and his appetite to win, and it would 
probably make sure that Schumacher 
would remain in FI racing as one of its 
best and most feared drivers. 

. ^ The supercharged FI scenario is 
hotting up. Before the season is 
over we shall witness a lot more of 
^ Uiv drama, action, controversies et ai Just 
goes on to prove that the only 
, certainty that exists in Formula One 
are the uncertainties themselves. 

Stay tuned • 
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Parallel Worlds 


A sporting tribute to the centenary of the cinema, highlighting 
sport and cinema 





celebrating one hundred years of the cinema. Through- 
out this century, sport has been a source of inspiration 
for cinema producers: there are more than 2500 films 
on the subject. The great directors like John Huston, 
Alfred Hitchcock or John Ford and 
intemationally-renowned writers like Mark Twain, 
Ernest Hemingway, 

Norman Mailer and 
. Samuel Beckett have 
extrolled the glories of 
sport. From former US 
President Ronald Reagan, 
who began his career as a 
sports columnist before 
becoming an actor, to 
Sylvester Stallone, the 
greatest stars have 
appeared in films with 
scenarios involving sport. 

We shall begin with 
Tarzan. Not because he was 
the greatest actor of his 
day, but because he was 
the unique Olympic 
swimming champion, gold 
medallist at the 1924 and 
] 928 Games,became a 
legend all over the world 
among the young people 
that we were. Who, as a 
boy, has not played the role 
of Tarzan or been called 
Tarzan by his friends? I 
must confess that not until 
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much later did I learn that Tarzan was an Olympic 
champion. But chance dictated that I should meet him 
in the Olympic village in Munich during the 1972 
Games. Other Olympic champions followed the 
example of Johnny Weissmuller in playing the role of 
Tarzan on screen. 

Those of my generation will certainly remember 
Primo Camera and Somebody Up there likes Me in 
which Paul Newman plays Rocky Graziano. And Burt 
Lancaster, who played the role of Jim Thorpe, the 
Olympic champion whose gold medal the IOC 
withdrew for receiving money despite saying that he 
was an amateur. It needed President Samaranch to take 
an interest in Jim Thorpe's case for the medal to be 
restored to his family in 1983 in Los Angeles, at a 
ceremony which 1 was fortunate enough to attend. 
More recently there was Marathon Man, in which we 
saw the Ethiopian gold medallist in Rome (1960) and 
Tokyo (1964), Abebe Bikila, and whose principal actor, 

Dustin Hoffman, was 
himself at the final of the 
football World Cup 
on 17th July 
last in Los Angeles. 

There have also been 
several films recounting 
the story of real-life 
champions, like 
heavy-weight champion 
Joe Louis, Sugar Ray 
Robinson and Muhammad 
Ali, alias Cassius Clay, 
Olympic champion at the 
1960 Games in Rome. The 
most famous film has to be 
Chariots of Fire, based on 
the story of Harold 
Abrahams, Olympic 
champion at the 1924 
Games in Paris, who was 
later to be seen at lAAF 
congresses as the 
representative of the 
British Athletics 
Association. Boxing is 
naturally the main sport to 
feature on the screen, but 



during the time of Bruce Lee. king-fu made a speaacular 
break-through. 

Sports films often fall into the category of an apologia 
or an indictment, initiation or social comment, 
glorification or comedy, sentimentality or brutality. 
Although cinema has often magnified the beauty of the 
champion's gesture, and some documentary films have 
served the cause of sport admirably, the fact remains 
that top competition and its milieu have been 
mishandled (or mistreated) by many works of fiction. 

Although there are few films that deal with a 
specifically sporting theme, some directors have been 
able perfectly to recreate the atmosphere of a boxing 
ring, a motor race or a baseball match, even if the sport 
is often just a pretext for a sentimental or psychological 
story. 

Boxing has had a genuine love affair with the 
cinema, providing sports film history with some of its 
finest moments and greatest successes. Some of the best 
directors in the business have become involved: Alfred 
Hitchcock. King Vidor. Rouben Mamoulian, Robert 
Wise. Mark Robson, Luchino Visconti, John Huston 
(an amateur boxer in his lime) and Martin Scorsese. 

The great Irish author George Bernard Shaw said: "The 
ring, like all romantic institutions, has a natural 
attraction for hysterical people..." and boxing quickly 
became a pole of attraction for directors. Constructed 
like a play, it is the conduit for a simple story, involving 

all the "made in Hollywood" ingredients such as the 
wish to get out of the ghetto, the ring as a means of 
success, gangsters, vamps, the fall of the hero and the 
hero's return. The first fight to be filmed was in 1897, 
between James Corbett and Bob Fitzsimmons. From 
Primo Camera to George Carpentier. Joe Louis, Rocky 
Graziano. Marcel Cerdan, Sugar Ray Robinson and 
Muhammad All. all the century's great boxers have at 
one time or another left the real-life ring for its 
cinematic counterpart, either as a subject or as an actor. 
The Harder They Fall (1956). inspired by the career of 
Primo Camera, will remain famous for its indiament of 
racketeering, and also for Humphrey Bogart's last 
screen appearance in the role of a timekeeper. Rocky 
Graziano was reincarnated with the blue eyes of Paul 
Newman in Somebody Up There Likes Me (1956). Jack 
Dempsey, who arrived in Hollywood in the '20s. 
became the Protagonist of a series produced by Pathe 
called DaredevilJack (1920), and went on to star in The 
Prize-fighter and the Lady (1933) and Win, Lose or 
Draw (1932). Joe Louis appeared in six films including 
The Spirit of Youth (1938) and The Square Jungle 
(1955). Still popular after being defeated by Dempsey, 
Georges Carpentier played in Hold Everything (1930) 
and Toboggan (1934). The love affair between singer 
Edith Piaf and the world champion Marcel Cerdan is 
depiaed in the film Edith and Marcel (1982), in which 
the part of Cerdan is played by hia own son. 

Muhammed All. Olympic middle-weight champion 



in Rome in 1960. played himself in The Greatest (1977) 
and appeared in a further eleven films and 
documentaries from 1962 to 1981. Some great actors 
have played the part of boxers: Douglas Fairbanks Jr in 
The Life of Jimmy Dolan (19'^’^), Kirk Douglas in 
Champion (1949) Micky Rooney in Boys' Town 
(1938). Clark Gable, aka Rhett Butler in Gone with the 
Wind, played a boxer some years earlier in Cain and 
Mabel (1936). And how could we forget Sylvester 
Stallone in Rocky (Oscar for best film in 1977) or Robert 
De Niro (Oscar for best actor in 1981) in Martin 
Scorsese's Raging bull (1980). which gives a 
no-holds-barred account of the life of Jake La Motta. 
from the height of his success to the tragic decline. 

Athletics, a school of courage, fairplay. honour and 
community spirit, has perhaps given the sports film its 
elegance and grace. The spectator will find all these 
values in Chariots of Fire, Oscar for best film in 1981 by 
Hugh Hudson, who declared that "no one has ever won 
because of superior strength, speed or coordination... 
the only explanationfor athletic triumph is character... 
It's only in films that the outsider beats the favourite. 
The sport has also severed as a pretext for social 
comment, as in Loneliness of the long distance runner 
(1972) or Jericho Mile (1979), with its striking image of 
the main character running indefatigably around the 
prison yard. But there are also comedies, such as 
Million Dollar Legs (1932) by Joseph Mankiewicz. in 
which W.C. Fields portrays the president of a smaii. 
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imaginary country Klopstokia who is also Olympic 
weightlifting champion In r/ie Games (1970) Michael 
Winner shows us the commercial and political 
exploitation of four athletes an Englishman (Michael 
Crawford) an American (Ryan O Neil) a Czech 
(Charles Aznav our) and an Australian aborigine (Athol 
Compton) who are preparing for the Olvmpic 
marathon in Rome in 1960 There is also Marathon 
Man with Dustin Hoffman (1976) and Running w\ih 
Michael Douglas (1979) who his fans may have 
spotted at the 1992 Olympic Games in Barcelona and 
the World C up Final in Los Angeles in 1994 

In 1909 His Last Game was the first silent film about 
baseball the most popular sport and leisure activity in 
the United States 

Many films have been made about baseball players 
such as Lou Gehrig Babe Ruth and Monty Stratton 
The best of them is undoubtedly Pnde of the Yankees 
(1942), in which Gary Cooper plays the legendary 
American baseball player Lou Gehrig nicknamed the 
Iron Man 

I INEMA could not turn its back on golf which was 
* ^alsobornat the turn of the century Some of 
Amenca's greatest comedians—WC Fields Charlie 
Chaplin the Marx Brothers MackSennett Harold 
Lloyd and Buster Keaton—have made it the butt of 
their jokes In The Idle Class (1921) Charlie Chaplin 
was the first to place golf in its social context Even 
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Donald Duck played a golfer in Donald's Golf Gamehy 
Walt Disney 

The greatest film about skung, construaed in a 
pseudo-documentary style, is probably Downhill Racer 
(1969) with Robert Redford in the leading role 
Jean-Ciaude Killy tnple Olympic champion, put his 
talents to work in three films Ski on the Wild Side ' 

(1967) Last ot the Ski Bums (1969) and Snow Job 
(1972) In his last film Killy disturbedby an unhappy 
love affair joins a gang of bank robbers who ar^ 
pursued by a deteaive played by Vittorio de Sica In The 
Other Side of the Mountain (1975), Larry Peerce 
depicts the tragic destiny of a young skier, Jill Kinmont, 
an Olympic hopeful who is paralysed after an accident 
in 1955attheWorldCup And we must not forget James 
Bond Ian Fleming s hero whose superb skiing 
demonstrations prove him to be as fast on skis as he is 
with women 

Ice hockey although a popular sport has rarely been 
made the subject of a film However in 1937 John 
Wayne the famous Western actor starred as a coach in 
Idol of the Crowds Slap Shot {1977) with Paul 
Newman in the role of player-coach poses the 
problem of escalating violence—a common problem in 
ice hockey and a popular cinematic device 

Other sports have been courted by the cinema In 
1926 Open All Night with Maurice Flynn was one of 
the first films about cycling In Jour de Fete (1949) the 
French director Jacques Tati who created a new 
comedy genre present an unforgettable cycling 
sequence when the postman played by Tati himself 
overtakes the racing cyclists during his delivery round 
Jack Nicholson an ardent follower of the Olympic 
Games in Barcelona and of the Los Angeles Lakers 
basketball team made his directing debut with Drive, 

He Said (1971) which is about basketball More 
recently in White Men Can t Jump (1992) basketball 
provides the setting for a story of friendship between a 
white and a black American Monsieur Hulot sHoliday 
(LesvatancesdeM Hulot (1953)byJacquesTatiisone 
of the funniest films about tennis 

And Alfred Hitchcock the master of suspense on 
two occasions made his mam characters professional 
tennis players Farley Granger in Strangers on a Tram 
(1951) and Ray Milland in Dial M for Murder (1954) 
Grand Pnx (1966) by John Frankenheimer is the most 
successful motor racing film And who could have 
forgotten the tune Chabadabada from the Palme d'Or 
of the 1966 Cannes Festival, A Man and a Woman, m 
which Claude Lelouch recounts a love story between 
the widow of a stuntman and a racing dnver who has 
lost his wife The films that include a car chase through 
the streets of New York, Los Angeles, Pans or Rome are 
too many to count But the longest ohc of all, through 
the steep streets of San Francisco, is from Bullitt (1968), 
with Steve McQueen at the wheel and Peter Yates 
behind the camera 
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Fencing, Coubenin's favourite sport, has been 
depiaed with more or less success in innumerable 
swashbucklers: Fanfan la Tulipe (1952) with Gerard 
Philippe; Scaramouche (1952) with Mel Ferrer and 
Stewart Granger, which features the longest duel in the 
history of the cinema: Le Bossu (1959) with Jean 
Marais, alias Lagardcre; or Cyrano in 1990 with Gerard 
Depardieu. D'Artagnan, the hero of Alexandre Dumas' 
The Three Musketeers has been played by several stars: 
Douglas Robin Hood Fairbanks in 1921, Gene Kelly in 
1948 and George Marchal in 1953. And from the 
imagination of Johnston McCalley, Zorro, the masked 
horseman who rides out of the night, has been played 
by several people including Douglas Fairbanks in 1921 
Tyrone Power in 1940 and Alain Delon in 1974. 

American football, which according to Bergan 
symbolizes perfectly the combative spirit of America. 


has been tackled in The Longest Yard (1974) and 
Semi-Tough (1977). Football (Coupdefefeby the 
French direaor Jean-Jacques Annad in 1979, or Escape 
to Viaory where Brazil's Black Pearl, Pele, made his 
first cinema appearance alongside Sylvester 'Rocky' 
Stallone) and cricket, wrestling, horse racing, water 
sports, all of them have at some time or another, for 
better or for worse, made an excursion to the other side 
of the magic lantern. And finally, we must not forget to 
mention Rasta Rocket (1992) whose director John 
Turteltaub recounts the marvellous story of the 
Jamaican bobsleigh team who dreamt of going to the 
Olympic Winter Games in Calgary, and made it, both in 
the film and in reality. 

Sports history and cinema history are both peopled 
with these public idols torn between two passions, two 
similar modes of expression, although very few stars of 


'From Olympic Gold To Hollywood Glitters' 


A thletes^ like aaors, all play roles at 
some time in their career. Many 
athletes have hec^jnelmerested in 
aaing. been seduced by the profession, and let 
themselves be lured towards the bright lights. 
As we have already pointed out, since the 
beginning of the movie industiy directors and 
producers have under$tood the box-office 
potential of athletes. Former champions have 
made sotne remarkable debuts, met with putrfic 
approval, and coittinue to be successful in the 
cinema. 

Several successes have marked the hundred 
yeais'cd-eidatenceot.chijnnili^ ' 

mojnlamohs^aihlebr-attm.is w^idioiit a doubt 
Johnny W^smuher, winner of 5 gold niedals . 
at tl^. 1924 Olympic Games hi Paris and . 
Amsterdam hi 192$, 52 natimt^l Udesand 
ay.^ifnies'wqidd record-holder. He {dayed |!dgar 
. Rice Burioaghs’ hero Tarzan In around ten 
>:flilmj| hdm 19$2 fol d48, jhidudhig Tuha^-tite: 

ntmari and the Aiaaeohe, fn the 50s, Taihan 












Barker, an Antbricah footballer, starred in 
Thnan's Peril (1951) and Tarzan's Savage Fury 
(1952); Don Bragg, Olympic pole vault ' 

champion in 1960, played the lead in Tanan 
and the Jewels of Opar (unauthorized version); 
Rafer Johnson, decathlon gold medallist in. 

1952 in Helsinki and silver medallist in 1956 in 
Melbourne, and final relayer of the Olympic 
torch at the 1984 Games in Los Angeles, was 
featured in eleven films from 1961.to 1970, . 

including Wild in the Counay (1962), Tarzan 
and the Great River ( 1967) and Tarzan and the 
Jungle Boy (1968). 

Larry "Buster" Grabbe, gold medallist in the 
400m freestyle at the 1932 Games in Los . 
Angeles was considered Weissmuller's aUm > 
ego. He played Tarzan in Tarzan ^e Fearless 
and Jcmg of the Jm^e, both in 1933. He then . 
became the hero of the series ’"Flash Gorddn'V 
from 19361019^,'graduadngtootHer., .i 
historical and'mytUcalsyperhetoes such as 
Buck Rogers, Bitty die Kid, l$ed Bariy apd 
Mighty Thunder. In total he rhade oVer iop 
films and series.over his flfty-yearcareer {fdm 
1930 to'1980. The NOrWeghun lce*skaterS(tm}a 
Henle, 6lyiiq>ic (dxampioti at the 1928,1932 '. 
and 1936 Olympic WinterGam^ was.bls^by 
the tei^dary chief pf 20th Getitury Fox, paiir^* 
HZontibk. She became one of Hbttm 
money-hudccnand iiuide filnttdurji^. 

iwr sta^y m flk>llYwood, in^iidtng'f^fiia 
A«ttthm<l936), Itimjcr (19137):; A^udeysmr 
{^^■inin.Vi^y»i90adeii^^ 










the big screen have become athletes. An exception is 
Vincent Van Patten, son of the great actor Dick Van 
Patten, who began his acting career at the age of 9 and 
became a professional tennis player before he reached 
20. In 1979, he made Yesterday and in the same year 
reached the semi-finals of the indoor championships in 
Paris. Harry Peanuts Lowrey began his acting career in 
1926 before joining the Chicago Cubs baseball team in 
1942. Trivia question; which American actor, who was 
later to dance with "the finest legs in the cinema", took 
part in the rowing events at the 1912 Games in 
Stockholm? Answer: Gene Kelly. According to Warren 
Robertson, "playing the role of an athlete can 
sometimes awaken an old desire." Stars of the big 
screen have always had sporting inclinations, and some 
of the greatest aaors have played athletes. The great 
Charlie Chaplin was one of the first to present the 
universe of sport from the angle of comedy and poetry, 
in The Knockout (1913) (in which he plays a boxing 
referee). The Champion (1915), The Rink (1916) and 
City Lights (1931). The whimsical actor Buster Keaton 
is persuaded by the love of beautiful woman to become 
an athlete in College , and he also played a boxer in 
Battling Butler, both in 1927. 

In Gentleman Jim (1942) Errol Flynn plays the boxer 
James J. Corbett, who was the first sports champion to 
work in the cinema. Douglas Fairbanks Jr is a racing 
driver in Dead Man's Curve (1928) and a footballer in 
The Forward Pass ( 1929). Jerry Lewis went several 
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rounds in the ring in Sailor, Beware (1951), under the 
watchful eye of a coach who was none other than his 
long-standing partner in crime. Dean Martin. Burt 
Lancaster, a former athlete, played Jim Thorpe, the 
1912 Olympic pentathlon and decathlon champion, in 
Man of Bronze (1952). In the 50s and 60s Elvis Presley, 
the king of rock and roll, Marlon Brando, Paul 
Newman, Tony Curtis and Anthony Quinn made 
several classic films about boxing: Kid Galahad (1962), 
On the Waterfront (1955), Somebody Up There Likes 
Me (1956), The Square Jungle (1955) and Requiem 
for a Heavyweight" (1962). Steve McQueen and Paul 
Newman, who recently declared in an interview that 
"my real vocation was not to be an actor, but a racing 
driver ;danger, speed, the thrill of crossing a finish line 
have brought me more excitement than all my acting 
career", had leading roles in Le Mans (1971) and 
Winning (1962). In GrandPrix (1966) Yves Montand, 
James Garner, Toshiro Mifune and Antonio Sabato 
play racing drivers who meet each other from circuit to 
circuit. 

Very few films have been made about women 
athletes, their sports and their lives. One of these rare 
films. Million Dollar Mermaid (1952) recounts the life 
of the Australian swimming and diving champion 
Annette Kellerman, who herself acted in several films 
that did the rounds of American movie theatres 
between 1909 and 1924. Women often appear in sports 
films as the wife, companion or girlfriend of athletes, or 
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as a vamp. Another popular screen stereotype is the 
cheerleader, caught between the coach and the athlete. 
As far as emotions are concerned, she either resists or 
falls into the arms of the champion. However, some 
films provide perceptive and accurate portrayals of 
women athletes. The Sidewalks of New York (1923) by 
Lester Park is the story of a woman who refuses to 
marry the man chosen for her by her father, and is 
rejected by her family. She subsequently wins the 
women's world boxing championship and saves her 
father from bankruptcy. 

There is also Pat and Mike (1952) by George Cukor, 
in which Katharine Hepburn breezes to viaory in golf 
and tennis tournaments, surpassing all her rivals, 
including manager Spencer Tracy. In National Velvet 
(1944) Elizabeth Taylor, who was about ten years old at 
the time, wins a major horse*riding competition and is 
disqualified for being too young. In Main Event (1979), 
Barbra Streisand plays a business woman in difficulties 
who decides to hire a boxer (Ryan O'Neal); if he wins, 
he will enable her to repay her debts. Among films that 
were to change the image of women athletes are 
Dawnland Golden Girl, Dawn! (1979) by Ken Annam 
tells the story of the Australian 100m freestyle 
swimming champion (1956, 1960, 1964), Dawn 
Fraser, who was suspended for 10 years by the 
Australian swimming federation for having taken a flag 
from the Imperial Palace in Tokyo in 1964 as a 
souvenir. Golden Girl (1979) is the only fiaional 
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memory of the Americans' participation in the 1980 
Olympic Games in Moscow; Joseph Sargent deals with 
the psychological and physiological tensions 
experienced by athletes. The 1994 film Dernier Stade, 
directed by Christian Zerbib, tells the story of an athlete 
who is a "viaim" of doping. The film is inspired by the 
true story of Birgit Dressel, the champion heptathlete 
who died in 1987 at the age of 25 as a result of an 
intensive doping regime. Women in Sport (1982), 
produced by Dan Klugherz, traces the history of 
women in sport from ancient Greece, using films and 
news clippings, publicity photos and posters. But let us 
not forget the divine Greta Garbo, who in George 
Cukor's Two-faced Woman 11941) gave us her last 
screen appearance before becoming a living legend, in 
the role of a ski instruaor. 

So the cinema has used sport both as a subjea and as 
a springboard. Sport creatcTs its own myths and heroes, 
something that Hollywood, the Mecca of the cinema, 
has always thrived on, and the public has always 
clamoured for. Many films have been made about 
sport. The Oscars awarded to Rocky, Raging Bull and 
Chanots of Fire are a testimony to the faa that sports 
films can provide more than recreation; they can give 
the viewer a better understanding of the increasingly 
preponderant role of spon in modern society. Film, like 
sport, is a world where dreams, laughter and fear are all 
permitted. • 

COURTESY OLYMPIC REVIEW 

37 





s o c c 


E R 


SCENE 


MARCO VAN BASTEN AND PAUL GASCOIGNE 

7W0TALENTH) 

T his is not a tale about two of the world's most celebrated footballers. The eulogies that testify to their talent 
have already been written at the height of their fame. 

But this lime it's different. This lime it is a tale of two of the world's most celebrated and high-profil^ 
'substitutes' in the Italian League's Ser/e A, who have now parted ways to lead contrasting lifestyles. 

This is the story of Paul Gascoigne and Marco van Basten. 

... Remember them? 

Gascoigne made his club comeback for the umpteenth time in international football last month and as usual he had 
a statement to make: a shaven head and a leaner, more fitter torso which was a far cry from the days when he gorged 
on bars called Mars and burped arrogantly after drowning himself on gallons of Tetley's. 

Gascoigne also had one more notice to serve and that was proof of his talent. He managed to last a full 90-minute 
session of highly competitive, first-class Italian league football, when his team Lazio pitted their skills against 
Reggiana. Gascoigne never fails to shock. But this time his response drew positive criticism from all those present and 
that includes Terry Venables, the England coach. 

As Gascoigne revelled in the thrill of competition, his commitment was conversely proportionate to his high level of 
new found confidence. His creative (but maverick) energies began to unravel itself on the football field, the only place 
in the world where Ga/za can sometimes show signs of maturity. 

And at that precise moment, if one's imagination could be permitted a little elasticity, then a quick trip to 
Am.sterdam would be in order. Amsterdam is the home of Marco van Basten, a guru among potential strikers in 
football. The guru, however, in all probability is now hobbling about in his home, coming to terms with the fact that, at 
the age of 30, he had no more 'goals' left in him. 

Van Basten has decided to retire from international and first-class football and AC Milan, a club which is indebted to 
the combined talents of Van Basten. Ruud Gullit and Frank Rijkaard, have released him, having paid his wages in full 
at $200,000 a month, throughout the last two and a half years. And with his right leg having been scarred by repeated 
ankle operations. Van Basten has given up the game and started negotiations for the biggest insurance claim in the 
history of football. 

To compare the talents of Gascoigne and Van Basten would be odious. Gascoigne has played a sum total of 40 games 
for Lazio. These games, however, were sporadic, thanks to Gazza's injuries, which were sometimes of his own making. 

Van Basten on the other hand, has scored twice as many goals—90 in 145 games for Milan. This of course, 
followed his 128 league goals in 143 games for Ajax. These statistics make a blunt statement: Van Basten had few 
competitors as a striker during the time he played the sport. Small wonder they called him 'Marco Gaslo'. 

"Marco would have given up a year ago," opined a close friend adding, "He found that he was becoming a guinea 
pig, the doctors were in some sort of competition to restore him." 

Van Basten suffered the ignominy and pain of these operations simply because he was a professional. But his 
confidence dipped when his personal physician told him that he would never, ever be free of pain during a game. 

This is not to say that Van Basten did not make an attempt to recover. He even submitted to an experiment where a 
doaor rotated a metal bar through the ankle. But in the end, all of his and the doaors' efforts failed. 

Unlike Gascoigne, however. Van Basten's professional commitments have more or less been fulfilled. The former is* 
now driven by a manic desire to prove a point not only to his fans but also to those people who help select the England 
football team. It is a freshly motivated Gascoigne that one will get to see soon in the international arena, if his one on 
one sessions with an Italian trainer are any indication. But in all fairness, the footballing fortunes of England depend 
on Gazza the athlete and not the clown. The retirement of Van Basten should also serve as a pointer to Paul Gascoigne 
and the rest of the talented ball players ... 

... Thai a professional footballer's tenure can be very brittle. Thanks to the job profile of over ambitious defenders, 
who seek to maim and destroy a striker's reputation. Therefore, Gazza would be well advised to apply caution and 
restraint to his natural flow of talent, if and when it is exhibited. 

Wilflpm Rhodes 
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International cricket has 
focused on the exploits 
of Brian Lara and 
Sachin Tendulkar. But 
in the last year, three 
new talents have made 
an impact. They are 
Heath Streak of 
Zimbabwe, Darren 
Gough of England and 
Chaminda Vaas of 
Sri Lanka. An analysis of 
their talent and potential 


BY iNDRA V/IKRAM SiNGH 




T'S been an exciting 
season of Test cricket. 

There were several stunning 
upsets, commendable turnarounds, 
stirring fightbacks and sterling 
performances, the likes of which have 
kept spellbound many generations of 
cricket lovers the world over. That 
scandals and controversies hogged the 
headlines is perhaps only a sign of our 
times in which sensation, the 
propensity to chase the quick buck 
and hedonistic pursuits, seem to have 
gained precedence over old-fashioned 
virtues such as credibility and the will 
to strive for excellence. 

One of the heartening features was 
the emergence of three young 
cricketers who promise to be stars of 
the next decade and more. What 
makes their performances 
particularly noteworthy is the fact 
that they represent countries which 
currently hover near the bottom of 
the table in international cricket. It is 
fairly simple to display one's potential 
in favourable conditions or against 
feeble opposition. To excel in adverse 
situations or to turn matches—and 
series—with the brilliance of one's 
performances is what marks out a 
player with a glittering future. Each of 
our protagonists has done enough 
over the last few months for the 
knowledgeable to sit up and take 
notice. 

Even before they secured full 
membership of the International 
Cricket Council (ICC), the 
Zimbabweans had been fighting hard 
to take on the giants on level terms. 
Often their bowling, with a few 
exceptions did not measure up to the 
task. They would, therefore, be 
delighted by the bursting upon the 
scene of their young paceman Heath 
Streak. He made his presence felt in 
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each of the Tests he played this season. 

In a lacklustre series at home, 
played on flat wickets and marred by 
the weather. Streak was the one 
bowler who unsettled the Sri 
Lankans. He took 13 wickets at 23.38 
each in the three Tests. That must 
have instilled enough self-belief for 
him to rock the powerful Pakistanis 
when they came visiting. 

Rock he did in devastating fashion 
in the first Test at Harare. After the 
Flower brothers had put on their 
record partnership to help Zimbabwe 
to a big total. Streak displayed a stout 
heart to capture six wickets for 90 
runs—his second five-wicket haul in 
his fourth Test—to inflict upon 
Pakistan the ignominy of a follow-on. 
He returned to wrap up the tourists' 


Heath Streak's role in 
Pakistan's humiliating 
innings defeat and 
Zimbabwe's first Test 
win after eleven 
matches at tbe highest 
level is sure to go into 
cricketing folklore 


second innings with three for 13. 
Streak's role in Pakistan's humiliating 
innings defeat and Zimbabwe's first 
Test win after eleven matches at the 
highest level is sure to go into 
cricketing folklore. 

The reverse was bound to bring 
forth a telling reaction from the 
Pakistanis. It did in the second Test at 
Bulawayo, but not before they 
received some more rude shocks at 
the hands of Streak. He had Pakistan 
reeling at 63 for four, and then 133 for 
five, before they broke loose to level 
the series. In the final Test at Harare 
too. Streak gave the Pakistanis several 
anxious moments, capturing four 
wickets in each innings, and only then 
did the fight go out of the 
Zimbabweans. The series was lost 1 -2 
but Heath Streak had given his 
countrymen enough reason to hold 
their heads up with pride. 
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His 22 wickets in the series at 13.54 
apiece made him 'Player of the Series' 
jointly with the prolific 
Inzamam-ul-Haq. In six Tests dunng 
the season. Streak took 35 wickets at 
17.20 each, and has a career tally of 43 
wickets (average 20.60) in nine Tests. 
The next time he steps into the Test 
arena, all eyes are certain to be on him. 

I F English cricket, for the most part, 
is dour and clinical^Darren Gough is 
certainly an anachronism. The 
Yorkshireman brings cheer and a 
robust game to provide one of the few 
rays of hope in the depressing scenario 
around Lord's of late. Like the man he 
is expeaed to emulate, Ian Botham, 
this perky allrounder made an 


If English cricket, for the 
most part, is dour and 
clinical, Darren Gough 
is certainly an 
anachronism. The 
Yorkshireman brings 
cheer and a robust game 
to provide one of the few 
rays of hope in the 
depressing scenario 
around Lord's of late 


Damn Qoimh (laM as Uacia Sam at a 
Christmas fancy drass party. The bright 
naw hops for England and tna naxt Ian 
Batham? 



immediate impression on the 
international scene. 

His first over in his one-day debut 
fetched him two wickets, one of 
which was that of the Kiwi maestro, 
Martin Crowe. In his first Test at Old 
Trafford, the last of the series against 
New Zealand, Gough shared a 
splendid partnership of 140 runs for 
the eighth wicket with Phil Defreitas 
while scoring a hard-hit 65. He did not 
take long to display his bowling 
abilities either, having Mark 
Greatbatch caught off his fifth 
delivery. He went on to take four for 
47 in the innings. 

Gough took four wickets in each 
innings in his country's heavy defeat 
by 356 runs at the hands of the South 
Africans in the first Test at Lord's. In 
that series,he had little else to show 
apart from his unbeaten 42 in the 
third Test at The Oval in which Devon 
Malcolm ripped apart the South 
African second innings to finish the 
senes on level terms. But the 
irrepressible young hero had already 
shown enough spark 

The spirit was very much in 
evidence as Gough took 13 wickets in 
the first two Ashes Tests,Down Under 
while his team took a heavy battering. 
To fight back from the brink, you 
require a player with the fervour and 
the ability of a Darren Gough. In the 
Sydney Test, he scored a swash 
buckling half century even as Craig 
McDermott threatened to blast out 
the English batting. Then Gough 
himself ran through the Aussie 
line-up to capture six wickets for 49 
runs. It was only some resolute 
batting by the Australians which 
saved the Test. 

Gough's feat saw him being named 
England's'cricketer of the year'for the 
season gone by. 

A quirk of fate in the form of injury 
forced Gough to return home after his 
superb performance. He had, 
however, shown the way to his 
team-mates who upset Australia in 
the fourth Test at Adelaide, only to 
surrender the series at Perth. Millions 
of enthusiasts would now look 
forward to the summer if only to see 
how Darren Gough takes on the 



inimitable West Indians. Gough now 
has 244 runs (average 34.85) and 37 
wickets (average 26.78) in 7 Tests. 
Shades of Beefy, certainly! 

7 1HOSE who followed the New 
Zealand-Sri Lanka Test match at 
Napier in March, would have little 
doubt about the identity of our third 
starlet, the 21 -year-old left arm 
seamer from Colombo, Chaminda 
Vaas. Even before Napier, the 
hard-working Vaas had a good series 
against Zimbabwe at the beginning of 
the season. He picked up ten wickets 
as the opponents batted only once in 
each of the three drawn Tests. 

Napier, of course, was to propel him 
into the big league! Searching for 13 
years for their first Test win overseas, 
Sri Lanka were tottering at 88 for six as 
Vaas walked in. He scored a plucky 
unbeaten 33 as his team recovered 
somewhat. Then he took the ball with 
a vengeance. He returned with a b^ 
of five for 47 as New 21ealand crashlni 


to 109 all out. In the second innings, 
Vaas played another useful little 
knock of 36. Finally, in tandem with 
the off-spmner Muthiah 
Muralitharan, he picked up another 
five-wicket haul to finish with a 
match analysis of ten for 90, as Sri 
Lanka recorded a Test win abroad at 
last. Of such cameo performances are 
legends made. 


Not yet a Wasim Akram, 
by far, but Chaminda 
Vaas has shown that he 
has enough talent to 
develop into an 
all-rounder of class. He 
might be the one to 
propel his team towards 
the upper half of the 
cricketing hierarchy 


V^as reserved the second and final 
Test at Dunedin to record his Test best 
in batting as well as bowling. He top 
scored in the Sri Lankan first innings 
with 51 and then grabbed six wickets 
for 87 to complete a fine double. The 
Lankans batted out the final day to 
draw the Test and register their 
maiden series win away from home. 
But an even bigger gain from the tour 
was Chaminda Vaas. In six Tests, Vaas 
has scored 160 runs at 22.8S per 
innings and bagged 26 wickets at 
15.07 each. Not yet a Wasim Akram, 
by far, but Vaas has shown that he has 
enough talent to develop into an 
allrounder of class. He might be the 
one to propel his team towards the 
upper half of the cricketing hierarchy. 

Complacency has been the undoing 
of many a brilliant talent. Should 
these youngsters maintain peak 
fitness and display an abundance of 
determination, they shall have the 
world at their feet. It will certainly be a 
treat watching them. • 




^taOLFER'S S 

^ Like a sherpa is to a mountaineer, a caddie is to 
sometimes decisive tips, a golfer is rather helpless 
task to carry a bag that weighs up to 25 kgs 



high-altitude Himalayan climber, a 
caddy (also spelt caddie) is 
to a golfer The sherpa serves 
as a &ner as well as a guide, the caddy 


carries the player's golf bag and gives 
golfing advice 

Mountaineering and golfing being 
essentially lonesome activities, there 
often springs a camaraderie, a sort of 
bond, between the employer and the 
employee, even when the two are 


poles apart socially, educationally and 
hnancially 

The mountaineer-sherpa 
partnership may extend over several 
days, the usual golfer-caddy 
partnership lasts 4*5 hours, the time 
taken to play a round of 18 holes. 
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Tlw ubiquHout cirt(Ht,4iJilwiyt om stop 
Miml im goNtr giving tips nnd advicv. 
Pietnrn shows Nick Faldo boinp followad 
bv eaddia Fanny Sunasson. Incidantaly, 
ana is tha first caddis millionaira, thanks to 
Faldo's brilliant caraar 

In other sports a player has, at the 
most, a stick or racquet In golf he 
carries along up to 14 clubs At one 
time when there was no upper limit to 
clubs, some players carried as many as 
30; a backbreaking job for their 
caddies. 

The game is played with a 
minuscule ball—having a diameter of 
1.62 inches or 1 68 inches. And the 
player has to keep track of his ball, 
that's the only one he plays with. And, 
unlike other games, this ball is always 
hit stationary, and necessarily from 
the same spot where it came to rest, 
unless declared unplayable. 







jolfer. Without his help and 
\n the golf course. And it's no easy 


And the golfer-caddy partnership 
has a peculiar feature: the senior 
paying partner performs the physical 
part of the game, the junior paid 
partner doles out advice—which club 
to use for a particular shot or what's 
the line of the putt. "In making a 


stroke, a player 
shall not seek or 
accept physical 
assistance," says 
the rule book. 

The partnership 
is unique in 
another respect: the sins of the caddy 
are visited on the player " For any 
breach of a rule or local rule bya caddy, 
the player incurs the relative penalty." 
Caddies have been a conspicuous 
presence in the game of golf. And 
there are good reasons for it. 


Nick Faldo with tho British Open trophy in 
19IZ. On tho right is his caddis Fanny 
Sunosson who has bocomo as famous as 
thogoNor 

A caddy thus proves an asset in 
carrying the bag, which could weigh 
as much as 25 kilos, and keeping a 
lookout for the ball which has been 
hit. He repairs the grass divots on 
fairways and sand marks in bunkers 
made by his player's strokes. He cleans 
a club after a shot and so also the ball 
when It can be picked up. He attends 
to the flag on a green 
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But what IS more obvious a 
competent caddy can save a weekend 
golfer several shots over a round by 
tendering sound advice—more in 
tune with the player's capability than 
the player's own overesiimaiion of it 
Caddies think of the partnership as 
"we" asm ’We hit a drive down the 
centre and a five-iron to the pin, but 
then ^he' missed the pull* Putting is 
considered too personal to share 
responsibility 

Yet caddies are graduall> going out 
in many places what with ihe rising 
wages and labour shortages In the 
developed world, most everyday golf 
IS now being played without caddies, 
players shoulder iheir own bags or 
pull them on trolleys—unless they 
themselves ride motorized carls along 


A caddie keeps a 
lookout for the ball 
which has been hit. He 
repairs the grass divots 
on fairways and sand 
marks in bunkers made 
by his player's strokes. 
He cleans a club after a 
shot and so also the ball 
when it can be picked up 



With their bags Caddies are pressed 
into service m tournaments and 
matches or hired by the rich In some 
East Asian countries schoolgirls have 
taken to caddying in spare time Jack 
Nicklaus has his son caddying for him, 
while the caddy of the Indian 
professional, Amandeep lohl, is his 
wife 

In India, quite a few players hire 
two caddies—an additional boy m 
front to keep track of the expensive 
ball At the DGC (the Ddlhi Golf Club), 
you see some players even hiring 
three their regular caddy carrying the 
bag, an aage-wallah, and another 
aage~wallah to watch over the 
opponents' caddies not 

BemliBiil Untitr with caddie. The bag 
waf^ about 25 kgt. Thaeaddiagolsa 
fixoaporcontaga of tha goHar'i aarninga 
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surreptitiously improving the lie of 
their player's ball Four such players 
moving on the course with all their 
entourage resemble a large 
reconnaissance party doing a 
cross-country. The 300-400 caddies of 
Delhi Golf Club are a tribe by 
themselves. Indeed each golf club 
develops a distinctive style of 
caddying. 

Caddies know that a player pleased 
with his game can be generous with 
tips. To that extent they have a vested 
interest in the success of their player's 
game. When a player plays badly, his 
caddy curses his luck, and curses the 
player too. Golf magazines often 
regale you with caddies'jokes over 
players' mistakes An exasperated 
golfer shouts at his caddy, "if you 
laugh again, I'll knock off your block." 

"Sir, you wouldn't exactly know 
which club to use." 

Some caddies are so sold on the 
partnership, they even venture to 
improve the lie of their player's ball, 
with all the attendant risks of inviting 
the opponents' wrath. Of course, no 
player directly instructs his caddy to 
do that sort ol a thing but caddies are 
generally good mind readers. And 
quite a few in DGC have grown 
notoriously adept in executing this 
manoeuvre 

But then there are others for whom 
the partnership virtually 
disintegrates, at least in spfrTf, when 
they espy their player sending a new 
ball into thick bushes—theyjust can't 
resist the temptation of pinching a 
new ball. And to their benefit, the 
Delhi Golf Course has no dearth of 
prickly bushes— many with thorns 
that can do well as paper pins. A few 
rogues are even known to raise a false 
alarm of seeing a snake, to scare away 
a newcomer from approaching the 
spot where his ball went. TheJDGC 
authorities do operate a ban on selling 
used balls, yet there continues a 
flourishing trade in these. The 
"found" balls in DGC possibly feed a 
chunk of the requirements of 
upcountry clubs. 

The aage-walluhsi, mostly keeping a 
hundred yards ahead, arm themsd^es 
with short sticks. These urchins—ibe 



future caddies—are unbelievably 
playful. Perhaps the nice expanse of 
greenery and the dancing peacocks 
help. Some of them are excellent 
mimics—the way they mimic their 


The peculiar 
golfer-caddy 
partnership dissolves 
rather abruptly on return 
to the clubhouse. The 
golfer goes for his 
shower and the 
post-game-snacks-cum 
chat followed by a drive 
to a comfortable home. 
The caddy buys himself 
a glass of tea in the 
caddies' canteen and 
wends his way 
homeward to his shack 


Golftr Corty Pravin gtts soma Mplul tipa 
framhitcaddia 

master's play or his talk or walk. They 
take particular delight in mimicking 
those middle-aged lady golfers who 
behave fussily and are over-senous, 
and are also reputed to be poor tippers. 

Bui boys engaged at the practice 
ground—and this work is mostly done 
by aage-wa/fa/is—can have a rough 
time. Picking practice balls is nobody's 
idea of a golfer-caddy partnership. 
And the pickers stand out in a field 
while a dozen players are hitting balls 
their way. Particularly if the sun is in 
one's eye, it isn't easy to dodge an 
oncoming ball. And being hit by a golf 
ball can be an excruciating experience. 

The peculiar golfer-caddy 
partnership dissolves rather abruptly 
on return to the clubhouse. The golfer 
goes for his shower and the post-game 
snacks-cum-chat, followed by a drive 
to a comfortable home. The caddy 
buys himself a glass of tea at the 
caddies' canteen and wends his way 
homeward to his shack. • 
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NOTES & QUOTES 


Instances of life on the A TP Tour 


NDREI MEDVEDEV made 
V 1 . an appearance at the ATP 
Tour Fan Headquarters at The 
Lipton Championships, deftly 
answering questions from fans 
and displaying his sense of 
humour. When asked why he 
didn't smile on the court more, 
he answered, "I will start 
laughing out loud if I beat Pete 
Sampras. I'm just not good 
enough to be smiling and joking 
on the court. If I start beating all 
those guys then-I'll start smiling 
all the lime out there." In 
addition to answering questions, 
Medvedev 'signed autographs 
and chatted with fans. 

j' , URING his successful. 

• defence of the Newsweek 
Champions Cup in Indian Wells, 
Pete Sampras found time to tape 
a segment for the Golf Channel, 
a new cable network in the U.S. 
Sampras, who is an avid golfer 
and golf fan, was interviewed by 
Ann Liguori for her show, 
"Conversations with Ann 
Liguori," during which Sampras 
demonstrated his style off the tee 
and on the putting green. "If I 
weren't a professional tennis 
player, golf is the sport I'd play," 
Sampras told Liguori on the 
show that will air in the U.S. 
Sampras also revealed his most 
embarrassing moment on a golf 
course. "I was playing with Jerry 
West (former star with the Los 
Angeles Lakers of the National 
Basketball Association and now 
their general manager). I had 
asked Jerry about his clubs. He 
ilad some old-looking drivers. I 
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asked if I could hit one of them. 
He'd been hitting this driver for 
25 years and loves it. I took a big 
whack at it because I always do 
and it broke the club. The head 
flew 100 yards into the fairway. 
He took it pretty well but I could 
tell he was upset." 

A NDREI MEDVEDEV and 
t \ Pete Sampras may have 
been involved in a three-set 
battle in The Lipton 
Championships quarterfinals, 
but when the smoke cleared the 
two conducted a most 
memorable joint press 
conference. Medvedev fell 6-1, 
6-7,7-5 to the No.l seed, started 
his press conference, then 
welcomed the idea of Sampras 
joining him. Sampras stepped 
into the room with a bag of 
sweaty clothing and quipped, "I 
brought my dirty laundry for 
him to do." Responded 
Medvedev, "I think you should 
do mine as a present." When told 
that Sampras' girlfriend was 
spotted watching one of 
Medvedev's earlier matches, 
Sampras took a quick glance at 
his opponent and said, "She likes 
tall, good looking guys. Andrei is 
a pretty good looking guy, don't 
you think?" When a reporter 
suggested to Sampras that 
Medvedev was not at the top of 
his game, Medvedev came to the 
rescue. Sort of. "I disagree," 
Medvedev said. "1 did the best 1 
could. There is no way that I 
would say. 'Okay Pete take it, 
you're such a nice guy'." 

Sampras: "We should get 
together in these press 
conferences more often." 

Medvedev:"! 'tried my best, 
obviously...! wanted to beat him 
so badly because he has such a 
big mouth." 

Sampras: "You have got a big 
nose." 


Medvedev: "It is better than a 
big mouth. I haven't beaten him 
anywhere yet. We haven't 
played golf, maybe that's the 
only game I can win. Maybe 
backgammon." 

T he ATP Tour's practice of 
having fans interview 
winning Stadium Court players 
reached a new level at The 
Lipton Championships when 
three young girls sang Pete 
Sampras a personalized song 
after his semifinal win over 
Jonas Bjorkman. Sisters Jessica 



and Lauren Gift of Alliance, Ohio 
and Jennifer Atala of Miami— 
dubbed the "Samprettes"— 
sang: "Captain Sampras, you're 
my hero, gonna beat anyone 
6- love, you're our powers 
magnified and you're fighting on 
the Lipton side." Sampras 
enjoyed the serenade so much 
that he gave lyricist Jennifer a 
match shirt, Jessica a pair of his 
shorts, Lauren a game ball, and 
each a personalized autograph 


on a Sampras ATP Tour Player 
Card. It was no surprise that 
earlier Sampras was named the 
IBM/ATP Tour Charities 
Sportsman of the Week. 

A ndre AGASSI and Pete 
Sampras may have looked 
in an all-out three-set battle in 
the final of 'The Lipton 
Championships, but their 
friendship was apparent 
afterward when No. 1 and No.2 
on the IBM/ATP Tour Rankings 
drove away together after the 
match in a tournament Lexus, 
with Agassi driving and Sampras 
in the passengers' seat. They 
were headed to the airport, 
where they both boarded 
Agassi's private jet to New York 
en route to a Concorde flight to 
Italy for this week's Davis Cup 
competition. In his post-match 
press conference, Agassi said he 
was trying to get on his plane 
with Sampras as soon as possible, 
allowing him to take Sampras to 
the Sunday evening 
performance of 'GreaseV, 
starring Agassi's girlfriend, 

Brooke Shields, in the role of 
'Rizzo'. 

A fter an IS-month absence 
from the ATP Tour, 

American Derrick Rostagno 
returned at The Lipton 
Championships, reaching the 
third round with a win over 
Mark Petchey before coming up 
short against Pete Sampras. It 
was his first Tour-level match 
since the 1993 U.S. Open, and the 
first win since Indianapolis in 
August 1993. Forced out of 
action with an injured elbow he 
returned to school, enrolling at 
the University of CaUfomia-Los 
Angeles (UCLA) to continue 
work on his economics degree, 
which he started at Stanford in 
the mid-1980s. "I did all sorts of 
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things, physics, design class, 
spent all the weekends painting 
pictures, making little 
architectural things It was 
pretty fun," Rostagno said. “I felt 
like 1 was in kindergarten, in a 
sense, took some creative 
writing courses which were a lot 
of fun, not to mention the 
economics, all the numbers, 
graphs and things ” While at 
UCLA he also completed an 
internship in the mayor's office 
in Los Angeles "When I was at 
college last time, 1 was playing on 
the (tennis) team and practising, 
that kind of thing, travel, so I 
couldn't give enough time really 
to the academics which I always 
wanted to give time to This time 
It was purely academics and I 
spent an hour a day rehabbing 
and I could sleep less because I 
didn't have to be physically fit It 
was really a lot of fun, a different 
life altogether " While he has 
been practising full-time for the 
last three months, Rostagno also 
took a few months getting in 
physical shape before he picked 
up a racquet Combined with 
rehabilitation on the arm, he is 
ready for another shot at pro 
tennis " "(The arm) feels really 
good, really strong While I am 
young I will play some tennis 
Eventually I can do other 
things " Rostagno plans on 
playing Tokyo, the French Open, 
the U S Ojien, Wimbledon, and 
"any wildcards I might get 
so—wildcards' Wildcards' 

{ 3;ORMER ATPToui trainer 
Todd Snyder thanked all 
those who presented him with a 
Martin guitar at the Hard Rock 
Cafe party during The Lipton 
Championships Snyder, who 
has been playing guitar as a 
hobby for more years than many 
current players are old, said, 
"phiyingaMartinD41 is fantasy. 


owning one is normally a dream 
come true for most hack 
musiaans " Snyder added, 
"Health care providers 
specializing in sports medicine 
fantasize about working with 
world class athletes Travelling 
around the world to all the major 
tennis events on the ATP Tour 
with the best players was a 
dream life for me I wish (the 
players) good luck, good health 
and continued success, and 
when you remember a good 
story or music you once heard in 
the training room, I hope you 
will remember the lighter side of 
life on the ATP Tour " 

j HE organizers of The Lipton 
Championships were so 
successful in creating a 


festival-like atmosphere on the 
grounds with a vanety of 
affordable food options, the ATP 
Tour Fan Fest and Fan 
Headquarters, exhibits, picnic 
areas, a beach bar complete with 
sand and umbrellas and activities 
for kids of all ages that even 
Andre Agassi was enticed by the 
attractions. After a practice 
session on-site, he got in line at 
the RADO Fast-Serve booth, 
waited his turn ^nd then 
attempted to fire a serve as fast as 
he could. His three attempts 
resulted in only all 7-m.p.h. top 
effort, prompting Agassi to 
good-naturedly claim that it was 
a "slow gun." Agassi's fastest 
serve on the IBM Radar Gun in 
1995 ATP Tour play has been 
128m.p.h. • 
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SOOm World duintpioth MARIA MUTOLA. 
Mozonthiquc's most jamons pcrsoir is oimifuj 
her siijhis for ijolil ot A thin to next veor 


^ ARIAMUTOLA 

is a star athlete. She was an Olympian 
at Seoul'SS, not yet 16 years old. 

She IS the reigmng 800-metreWorld 
Champion, remains 

unbeaten in the distance since August 1992 
and is considered (^ne of the few athletes in 
the world who can compete on the same level 
with the indestructible Chinese 
middle>distance women runners. She is very 
proud of this. But above all, she is proud 
because she is the best ambassador her 
country Mozambique has. 

Born in the neighbourhood of 
Chamanculo, in Maputo, the young athlete 
first began in football, playing with the 
Golden Eagles men's team, in Aguia Ouro 
She was so fast and skilful that she won the 
respect of her team-mates and the admiration 
of the fans who were astonished to see her run 
together with the boys. And so it was until one 
day she scored the winning goal and the 
complaints of the opposing team forced her to 
give up football. 

That day track and field was in luck. The 
Mozambiquen poet, Jose Craverinhas, 


brother of a well-known middle-distance 
coach, convinced her to start training. In six 
months, Maria was the flag-bearer for 
Mozambique at the Games in Seoul, where 
she was eliminated in the first round of her 
speciality, the 800 metres. 

In 1990, she won the African championship 
and a scholarship that would make all the 
difference in her career. Destiny would take 
her to Oregon, where she enjoys the 
conditions of athletes subsidised by Olympic 
Solidarity. 

When Margo Fund and her husband, Jeff, 
saw her finish her first training session, 
completely exhausted, they asked themselves 
if her reference time of 2:04 in the 800 metres 
was right or whether she had ran it on a 
shorter track. Their doubts disappeared in a 
few shon weeks. Maria immediately 
demonstrated her potential and ran an 
astonishing time (2:00.22). 

She had been at Springfield High School for 
only one month. It was the spring of 1991. 
Three months later at the World Athletic 
Championships in Tokyo, she came in fourth 
and broke the junior world record with 
1:57.63. 
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She did not make it to the podium in 
Barcelona (fourth in the 800 metres and ninth 
in the 1,500), but in 1993 she won the 
absolute world title in Stuttgart Mana had 
reached maturity and she demonstrated it 
even in her statements in which she was 
benevolent with the Chinese women "I don t 
know if they take anything prohibited Maybe 
they do and maybe they don't They must 
know what they re doing " 

Following this win, she was received with 
honours by her country s President She was 
given the keys to Maputo and a diplomatic 
passport that allows her to park her splendid 
Mercedes Benz 220-C won in Stuttgart her 
first car, wherever she wants 

The objective in 1994 was to break the 
world record of Kratochilova (1 53 28) Mana 


IMaria ia,a fbrtuaata parson 
who saamt to hava boon tiom 
undor a lucky star, tt miplil 
look iika atormy woathar, hut 
whan ifs timo to train, H stops 
raining,"—Coach Margo l^d 


Mutola had personally announced that this 
year "was the best one to try it since there was 
no world championship " But things don't 
always come out as planned The 20 year-old 
athlete from Mozambique once again ranks 
number one in the world but the famous 
Czech runner still holds the world record at 
the age of 32 

She IS now pointed towards Atlanta 96 
Mana wants to win the gold medal that got 
away from her in '92 but she still sees herself 
in her dreams with her loved ones in Maputo 

"1 want to work outside the United States 
because all my friends, my family and most of 
the things I like are far away from that 
country," she explained in Zurich after 
obtaining her best win in 1994 

She's sure to get whatever she proposes As 
her coach, Margo Fund, says, "Mana is a 
fortunate person who seems to have been 
bom under a lucky star It might look like 
stormy weather, but when it's time to train, it 
stops raining She's magic "• 
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INTERVIEW 


"IT'S LIKE 
A MID-LIFE 
CRISIS" 


Says EDWIN MOSES, about his transition from being 
an athlete to not being an athlete. He also talks 
about the issues that concern him now: drug-testing, 
eligibility and promotion 



the current representation of 
athletes In the Olympic 
Movement is sufficient or should 
it be larger? 

Athletes have not been sufficiently 
represented with the proper voice at 
the national Olympic committee and 
international federation levels. 
Athletes are one of the three pillars in 
the Olympic Movement and we 
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should participate in virtually every 
decision that is made concerning what 
goes on in sports. It is very important 
to keep abreast of new developments 
and new philosophies concerning 
sports athletes may have, as well as 
major issues like drug testing, 
eligibility, etc. 

What is your opinion of 
President Juan Antonio 
Samaranch's proposal that 
democratic elections be held in 
the Olympic Village in Atlanta 
for athletes to elect their IOC 
representatives? Are athletes 
interested? 

From past experience it's been 
difficult to get good attendance at the 
meetings the athletes commission has 


sponsored. Most athletes are 
generally distracted by the activities 
surrounding the Olympic Games. The 
International Olympic Committee is 
such that one of the benefits would be 
to have athletes who are politically 
mature and intellectually capable of 
handling the type of business that 
needs to be handled at the athletes 
commission level. One of our fears is 
that the eleaion would turn into a 
popularity contest or that athletes 
selected would not be sufficiently 
interested in the political process. 

Do you think the idea of 
constituting an Association of 
Athletes who have participated 
in the Olympic Games is positive? 
Why? 

It's positive in one sense. Its main 







Ed Moms takiiio part in ttet '81 Stoul Olympict. 
Hn won tho bronio nwdal in tba dOOm hurdlaa. 
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purpose should not be just an 
association for having parties and 
get-togethers. Retired athletes or 
alunmi athletes have a lot to offer the 
Olympic Movement. These are the 
people who will be leaders in business, 
industry, science and politics and they 
need a mechanism through which to 
offer inputs into the Olympic 
Movement, and not just be invited to 
Olympic Games and other festive 
events. 

Do you think sanctions against 
doping should be toughened? 

Sanctions should be stiffened in the 
sense that there should be more 
research on different types of new 
compounds that are definitively 
available. We have a problem with 
compounds like the human growth 
hormone. 1 have a big problem with 
the current ruling on testosterone and 
other natural hormones. We've lost 
some ground in this area. As far as 
sanaions are concerned, one of the 
big problems, and we've talked about 
this at the Athletes Commission for 
years, is that there is no 
standardization of the colleaion 
procedures. Sanctions for positive 
doping offenses, how cases are 
adjudicated, the legal aspects, are not 
uniform. The general rules all 
international federations should 
abide by need to be standardized. 

There should be one set of rules for 
everyone and if the international 
federation does not agree to follow the 
internationally accepted IOC 
approved set of rules, it should come 
under sanaions as well. In addition, 
some agency should oversee 
operations of the doping control 
programmes run by international 
federations and national governing 
bodies. 



In your opinion, what are the 
greatest risks for the Olympic 
Movement and why? 

Certainly doping is a big risk. That's 
always generated the kind of publicity 
that is fiot really needed in the world 
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of sports, even though I think the 
International Olympic Committee 
sometimes takes more heat than any 
of the professional sports. The 
international amateur sporting 
community has been more open 
about doping. That's one of the 
reasons you hear about it more than 
in professional sports. 

As many sports mature into areas 
where there is more marketing, more 
publicity and more promotions for 
athletes, 1 sense that athletes are 
getting a little uncomfortable. 
Typically, the IOC has the first shot at 
all the sponsors. Next come the 
national Olympic committees, along 
with a possible Olympic organizing 
committee, and then the national 
governing bodies or the individual 
sports within the countries. After that 
come the international federations, 
and the athlete is the last person on 
the pole. There need to be rules that 
allow athletes to do promotions and 
marketing because ultimately 
consumers are only going to 
remember the athletes they see. Foi 
example, if you look at NBA 
basketball, you may have twenty 
athletes who are doing shoe ads, but 
they've developed a lot of 
personalities and people are 
accustomed to seeing these 
individuals. That's why the sport is 
growing. In amateur sports, typically 
the governing bodies get the first shot 
but athletes are not included 
sufficiently to develop personalities 
and make the sport more viable or 
marketable. 


crusade of any kind. I think those 
issues that most affect athletes are the 
ones that are going to get my 
attention. These include both 
domestic and international 
competition, drug-testing, marketing 
and promotions, and eligibility. 

It has been said that the elite 
athlete goes through a personal 
crisis when the moment comes to 
stop competing. Is it easy to 

ii 

I think I got more out 
of athletics than I 
ever could have 
imagined. I'm very, 
very fortunate. I 
learned a lot about 
what goes on in the 
world, a lot about 
politics, about 
sports, 

communications, 
marketing, business. 
I'm a completely 
different person than 
i was before I started 
my international 
career 


You have Just been elected 
member of the Executive 
Committee of the the United 
States Olympic Committee. What 
are your feelings about this new 
position of responsibility, and 
what objectives have you set 
yourself as a new member? 

rm here to represent the athletd|$. 1 
was elected by the athletes, based qn 
my national and international,,^ 
experience within the Ob 
Movement. My goal jy|i 
whatever the athl< 
represent, rm 





return to '^normgl 
Itvyasvetydi|£l<^ 
tweii^ty-^yc ycirs AifM had 

i>een^<ay!|tfej 

and 

ySelf. At the end of my - ; 
lonunate than the} 
finished my 
physics and 
LI wasn't 


working in that field, 1 still had that 
basis to fall back on. 1 started attending 
graduate school at Pepperdine 
University for my MBA even before I 
went to the Olympics in 1988.1 was 
preparing myself for the inevitable, 
and that was probably three or four 
years after I really seriously began 
thinking about it. The physical 
transition of going from being an 
athlete to not being an athlete is 
traumatic. It's like a mid-life crisis. I 
feel I'm very fortunate to have had the 
insight to continue my education and 
not wait around doing nothing for a 
couple of years. 

Was the effort invested in your 
sports career worth it? Do you 
know of any athletes who regret 
^^ha ving wasted their time?'' 

1 think I got more out of athletics 
than I ever could have imagined. I'm 
very, very fonunate. I learned a lot 
about what goes on in the world, a lot 
about politics, about sports, 
communications, marketing, 
business. I learned so much. I'm a 
completely different person than I was 
before I started my international 
career 

What has sports taught you? 
How has it enriched your 
personality? 

Being on international committees 
like the athletes commission, 
•becoming a member of the U.S.O.C. 
Board of Directors, Athletes 
Committee, and Executive 
Committee. Developing many of 
these out-of-competition drug testing 
programmes, marketing, commercial 
endorsem<mts^ giving speeches and 
leaures to people. When 1 first started 
in 19?6l|ievfr would have imagined 
aD theie things y^ould have happened 
tdkne« the Track and Field 

df on a President's 
« ComthTsSfon on White House 
^ ^llowships, the National Academy of 
' Sdences, areas 1 woi^ld have had no 
gocess not Just bdtause 1 was a good 

aOlktaf but because I chose to be 
K Avant-garde and do other things with 
my career. • 

Interviewed by James C Townsend 
COURTESY OLYMPIC MAGAZINE 
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TENNIS 
INDEX 


T ennis player that Fitness 

Magazine called one of the top 25 
fittest people in the world. Pete 
Sampras. 

P LAYER that Steffi Graf considers 
the greatest female player of all 
time: Martina Navratilova. 















































R E V I E W 


DOWN TO 
THE WIRE 

It was left to the final Test to decide the outcome of the 
unofficial world championships of Test cricket between 
Australia and the West Indies 


THE STORY SO FAR: Australia against 
all odds, wins the first Test of the 
series. There are suggestions in the 
international press, after the easy 
victory, that the West Indies are 
perhaps no longer a force to reckon 
with. The second Test is drawn. The 
third Test, a low scoring affair, is won 
by the home side after Australia is 
dismissed in its first innings for 128 , 



a bit difficult following a series in the 
West Indies. Because of the time 


difference, it's hard to catch much of 
the proceedings on television.. You get 
your fix from the news bulletins on 
radio or television. Or, if you are lucky 
enough to work for the media, you 
have a steady stream of material on 
your computer at work. 

For me, though, there will be one 
image etched in my memory for a fair 
while. The image of Curtly Ambrose, 
head and shoulders taller than Steve 


Waugh and spoiling for a fight, 
eyeballing the Australian all-rounder 
and being pulled away by the only 
part of his arm that his captain, the 
little Richie Richardson, can reach. 

It all started when Waugh, leading 
an almost singlehanded resistance, 
received yet another bouncer from 
Ambrose that whistled past his 
helmeted head. The New South 
Welshman, as tough a 
competitor as any in the game, used 
a word that one would 
generally not find in the 
Oxford dictionary. Ambrose strode 
menacingly down the pitch to within 
arm's reach (and here one must point 
out that Ambrose's arm's reach is 
probably the equal of yours and mine 
put together) and glared fire at him. 

It all reeked eerily of the Javed 
Miandad—Dennis Lillee incident in 
1981, when the Pakistani almost put 
his bat through the fast bowler's head. 
In this case, however, Ambrose was 
the aggressor and his captain realised 
it immediately, intervening to pull his 
fastest bowler away. At the end of his 
career, Richardson will probably be 
able to say, slightly tongue-in-cheek, 
that stopping what looked like being a 
nasty incident was his greatest 
contribution to the well-being of Test 
cricket. 

And what of Waugh? He is a man 
with a steely glint in his eye, a 
determined thrust to his Jaw. He is a 


competitor who wears his baggy 
green cap with pride. All he would say 
of the incident was, "It's Test match 
cricket. It's tough. If you think you're 
going out there for a friendly match, 
you are mistaken." 

Curiously enough, though there 
have been several gutsy performances 
by the batsmen on both sides of this 
series, not one has scored a hundred 
yet. I caution that this is being written 
befoie the fourth and final Test, and I 
sincerely hope that Australia win at 
Jamaica to seal the series. Should this 
contest be drawn, most people will 
forget that the tourists looked so good 
despite the crippling loss of their two 
main fast bowlers. A big innings is 
needed, and opening batsman 
Michael Slater reckons he will be the 
man to provide it, allowing Australia 
to reclaim the Sir Frank Worrell 
Trophy after 19 years. 

"Going into this last Test match, 
someone's got to go out there and get 
a big score," said Slater. "We have to 
convert the starts we are making and 1 
feel very confident that there's every 
chance it could be me because of the 
way I've been hitting the ball. I've 
been picking the ball up well in all my 
Test innings and it's a case of a few 
things maybe having gone my way. 
But no excuses. I've got starts in most 
of the digs and that's the bottom line 
and I've felt good doing that." 

Slater, an aggressive opener, had a 
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wonderful series at home against 
England in the last Ashes series, 
scoring 623 runs at an average of 
62 30 but has found runs considerably 
harder to come by against the 
unrelenting pace of the Wesi Indies 
scoring to this stage only 112 runs in 
three Tests at an average of 22 40 
But Slater is not looking for excuses 
"As soon as you start looking for 
excuses and say 'Gee I m unlucky 
then I think you ve lost the battle 
You VC got to keep your chin up and 
realise that if you know deep down 
you re hitting the ball well you re 







Whan a taain pli^ in the West Indiaa, tliay 
have to play not inst againat tho alavon playora 
but also against thousands of boistorous 
spactators 

going to come off eventually In 
Barbados we scored 346 and won by 
ten wickets so if you can post that big 
first innings total we've proven we 
can bowl these guys out," Slater said 
Coach Bob Simpson certainly 
believes that a victory in the fourth 
lest IS possible, even though the West 
Indies have not lost a senes in 15 
years "I m still very confident we 11 
beat them on a flat track, 1 ve got no 


Iv; ‘Jt, _ 
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doubt I believe we're better equipped 
to handle the bowling and the batting 
on those son of wickets—^we've 
proved that already in this scries I 
don t think our dream of beating them 
has been eroded away If we'd been 
beaten on an absolute flat track then 
rd be a lot more worried than I am " 
"The emphasis will be on the 
batsmen not getting enough runs and 
we have to remind them of their 
responsibilities The bowling has been 
very, very good but we've had too 
many starts from the batsmen and not 

Curtiv ihiibrost ciiM iRip big own M 
wrooKod havoc on ibo Angtroliani 







enough finishes. It comes down to 
concentration, pure and simple, too 
many have got 15 onwards and then 
been dismissed." 

It is interesting to note, too, at this 
cruddl end of the series, that the West 
Indies have gone in against Australia 
without their most seasoned 
campaigner Desmond Haynes. 

Haynes was not chosen for this series 
and in the last week of April received a 
further blow when he was left out of 
the West Indies squad to tour England. 

Haynes has taken High Court acti^i 
in Baihados against the West Indies ' 


board over his exclusion in the series 
against Australia, but was widely 
expected to be named in the side to 
tour England. Instead, the two 
openers who will fly to England are 
Stuart Williams and Sherwin 
Campbell, neither of whom have 
impressed in Tests or one-day games. 

Haynes, veteran of IT 6 Test and 239 
one-day internationals, was omitted 
from the current series because he did 
not return from playing provincial 
cricket in South Africa to complete a 
full domestic season in the West 
Indies. When he did return, however. 


form was not the issue because he 
played four Red Shield games in top 
gear, finishing at the head of the 
batting averages with 67.14, including 
a double century. 

A Board spokesman insisted that 
Haynes' omission had nothing to do 
with the court aaion, explaining that 
Haynes was definitely considered for 
the England tour. Apparently, so the 
official line goes, the decision was 
taken to blood two young openers 
because it was the perfect opportunity 
to groom younger players. 

Hmmmmmmm, familiar line, that. 
And a distinctly fishy one, too. • 
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OTHER EVENTS 

MAY 10: World Sr. 
boxing, Berlin; European 
Cup Winners Cup final; 


PRIME SPORTS THIS 


World TT Champ., China. 
MAY 11: World Sr. 
boxing, Berlin; Interna¬ 
tional Open golf, 
Plymouth; World TT 
Champ, China. 

MAY 12* World Sr. 
boxing, Berlin; Interna¬ 
tional Open golf, 
Plymouth; World TT 
Champ, China. 

MAY 11. World Sr. 
boxing, Berlin; Interna¬ 
tional Open golf. 
Plymouth; FA Vase final. 


Wembley; World TT 
Champ, China; Duchess 
of Norfolk XI vs West 
Indies, Arundel. 

MAY 14: Sao Paulo 
Grand Prix athletics; 
World Sr. boxing, Berlin; 
Grand Prix cycling, Lin¬ 
coln; FA Trophy final. 
Wembley; International 

View# rt hm bean graatly 
tntortained by Prime 
Sports'prime event the 
Eoropeen Soccer Show 



Open golf, Plymouth; 
Spanish FI Grand Prix, 
Barcelona; World TT 
Champ, China; Hampshi¬ 
re vs West Indies, 
Southampton. 

MAY IS: World Sr. 
boxing, Berlin; Italian 
Open tennis, Rome. 

MAY 16: Worcestershire 
vs West Indies, 

Worcester. 

MAY 17: World badmin¬ 
ton, Lausanne; Uefa Cup 
final (2nd leg); Wor¬ 
cestershire vs West 
Indies, Worcester. 

MAY 18: World badmin¬ 
ton; Lausanne; Spanish 
Open golf, Madrid; 

Men's European 

powerlifting, Moscow; 
Worcestershire vs West 
Indies, Worcester. 

MAY 19: World badmin¬ 
ton, Lausanne; Spanish 
Open golf, Madrid; 

Men's European 

powerlifting, Moscow; 
Somerset vs West Indies, 
Taunton. 

MAY 20: World badmin¬ 
ton, Lausanne; FA Cup 
final, Wembley; Spanish 
Open golf, Madrid; 

Men's European 

powerlifting, Moscow; 
Somerset vs West Indies, 
Taunton. 

MAY 21: New York 
Grand Prix athletics; 

World badminton, Lau- 
saime; Spanish Open 
golf, Madrid, German 



Championships at Lsussnns 


Grand Prix cycling, Nur- 
burgring; Men's Euro¬ 
pean powerlifting, 
Moscow; Somerset vs 
West Indies, Taunton. 
MAY 22: Five tours 
qualifier golf, Madrid. 
MAY 23; Five tours 
qualifier golf, Madrid. 









































FORTNIGHT 

PMM B EVENTS ON PRIME SPORTS 

FORMULA I WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS: Many FI fans 
and driven will look back at the 1994 season as a year in 
turmoil with two deaths and one driver sent into a lengthy 
coma. Ayrton Senna and Roland Ratzenberger both die 
behind the wheel and Karl Wendlinger's life was put in 
Jeopardy. The world championship came down to the last race 
in which Michael Schumacher collided with Damon Hill 
knocking both driven out of the race and which enabled 
Schumacher to win the championship on points. Prime 
Spons' Jonathan Green and Mathew Manh will take us 
through another season giving indepth analysis and insight to 
the year in Formula One. So get tuned in for the big event on 
May 14 at 5 pm. 

BENSON fr HEDGES IN TERN ATIONAL OPEN GOLF: 
Tune in to Prime Sports for live coverage of the Benson & 
Hedges International Open from St Mellion Golf and Country 
Club in Plymouth. Seve Ballesteros of Spain won the crown 
last year after a 26-month dry spell. Ballesteros will be all set 
to retain it taking home the title and his share of the £ 650,000 
in prize money. 

RACING- 

Wednesday 10: Spanish motorcycling Grand Prix highlights at 

11.30 pm 6-10.30 am. 

Friday 12: Motorcycle Grand Prix highlights at 4.30 pm 
Saturday 13: Motorcycle Grand Prix highlights at 12.30 am & 5 
am. 

Sunday 14: Live FI Spanish Grand Prix at 5 pm. 

Monday 15: PI Spanish Grand Prix at 11 am. 

Tuesday 16: FI Spanish Grand Prix 
at 9.30 pm. 

Friday 19: Motorcycle Grand Prix highlights at 4.30 pm. 
Saturday 20: Motorcycle Grand Prix highli^ts at 12.30 am & 

8.30 am and FI Spanish Grand Prix highlignts at 8 pm. 

Sunday 21: FI Spanish G-P highlights at 11.30 pm 6- 9 am. 
German Motorcycle Grand Prix at 2 pm. 

Sr>CCER: 

Wednesday 10: Futbol Mondial at 2.30 am & 10 am and 
Chinese soccer highlights at 4 pm. 

Thursday 11: Chinese soccer highlights at 10.30 am. 

Friday 12: Aslan Football Show at 3.30 pm. 

Saturday 13: Asian Football Show at 9.30 pm & 4 am and 
European Soccer Show at 4.30 pm. 

Sunday 14: European Soccer Show at 11.30 pm 6- 6.30 am. 
Tuesday 16: Futbol Mondial at 6 pm. 

Wednesday 17: Futbol Mondial at 10.30 pm & 10 am Chinese 



Will BallMlarot ba able ta ratala tha Banaaa & Nadgaa 
Imarnatiaiial goN titia? 


Soccer highlights at 5 pm. 

Thursday 18: Chinese Soccer highlights at 4.30 am & 9 am. 
Friday 19: Asian Football Show at 3.30 pm. 

Saturday 20: Asian Football show at 9.30 pm, 3.30 am & 11.30 
am and European Soccer Show at 1.30 pm. 

Sunday 21: European Soccer Show at 9.30 pm and 6- 6.30 am. 
Tuesday 23: Futbol Mundial at 4 pm. 

WWI: 

Friday 12: Wrestling Spotlight at 2.30 pm. 

Saturday 13: Wrestling Spotlight at 10.30 pm & 5 30 am and 
Mania at 5.30 pm. 

Sunday 14: Wrestling Mania at 10.30 pm & 5.30 am 
Friday 19: Wrestling Spotlight at 2.30 pm. 

Saturday 20: Wrestung Spotlight at 10.30 pm & 5.30 am and 
Mania at 2.30 pm. 

Sunday 21: Wrestling Mania at 10.30 pm & 5.30 am. 

GOLF: 

Saturday 13: Benson & Hedges International (day 3) at 7.30 pm 
Sunday 14: Benson & Hedges International at 9.30 am 6- 7.30 
pm (final day). 

Monday 15: Benson & Hedges International at 8 am. 

Tuesday 16: Byron Nelson Golf Classic (final day) at 5.30 am. 
Thursday 18: Benson & Hedges International highlights at 

10.30 pm & 3.30 am. 
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ANGING upside down, 10m 
high in the air, bound ankles 
connected to a rubber cord 
dangling from the top of a crane isn't 
exactly the best place to do serious 
thinking. Ytt, it was in that precarious 
position that revelation hit me. We 
humans are victims of our own 
imagination. 

Ever since I decided to try bungy 
jumping, my imagination had been 
making a packet on overtime. 

One image had the bungy (that's 
the rubber cord) recoiling into the 


misty heights as yours truly hurtled 
towards the water at terminal 
velocity. Another involved getting 
entangled in the bungy and gasping 
for breath by the time they lowered 
me to the ground. 

Worst of all, I pictured myself 
freezing on the take-off board. The 
embarrassment of such a predicament 
made the pain of the earlier two 
nightmares pale in comparison. Yet, 
and I know you're asking this, why 
did I go ahead? 

Maybe because there's a very thin 

ILLUSTRATION BV OFBASHISH OFB 



line between bravery and stupidity. 
Most people I spoke to before doing 
the jump thought I had wandered 
onto the wrong side of that line. Most 
people 1 speak to now, after doing the 
jump, still feel the same way. 

First they look at me like I've 
sprouted horns. Then they pop the 
question: So, what was it like? 

ril be honest. It's a sensation that 
defeats total description. But if you're 
willing to experiment, here's a small 
beginner's guide. 

Get to a 15th-storey balcony. Stand 
at the edge (inside the railing, please) 
and look down. 

Feel the wind tugging at your shirt. 
Peer down at the spots below that are 
faces upturned in anticipation. 

Now, close your eyes and imagine 
you're standing there with nothing 
but a rubber cord attached to your 
ankles. 

Think you're game enough to step 
off the edge. Obviously quite a few 
people are, judging from the growing 
popularity of the snort (if you can call 
it that). 

Gypsy Orth, who runs the closest 
bungy jump—in Batam's Waterfront 
City, prefers to call it a challenge. He 
says it just wouldn't be the same 
without the fear factor. 

That was what hit me as I dangled 
face down after the bungy had stopped 
bouncing me around like a crazy ball. 

It wasn't stupidity that made me take 
the plunge. You don't have to be a 
rocket scientist to realise the danger 
this entails. It wasn't even 
machismo—although there is plenty 
of that going around. 

Check with the gentleman who 
stood undecided at the jump site. 
Goaded on by friends, the final straw 
was my female colleague bragging 
that she had done it. 

He was airborne in five minutes. 

No, it was my need to conquer my 
fear. Sure, 1 was scared (funny how 
that admission seems okay after 
you've jumped). But 1 wanted to 
Jump. It isn't about proving anything 
to anybody. 

It's about being able to face theman 
in the mirror. 

Pradeep Paul, Singapore 
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Astroturf TTic ground that stages some of the most dramatic thrillers oi i eartli (pun 
intended) And in turn, poses a severe prt>blem with regard to maintenance 

Firstly, the accumulating dust makes the acrylic turf hard and therelore hurting 
Moreover, the speedy games generate a lot of heat and stai ic electricity due to friction. 
'I’hereby increasing the chances of injury to the players. 

As a result, regular watering becomes a mu.st to clean and cool the grounds That 
t(x>, with hi-tech equipment and expert guidance 

Something we’ve excelled in. For over thirty years, we’ve supplied high quality, 
made to-order sprinkler systems for Astroturf all over the country As will be proved 
by National Stadium-New' r:)elhi, Chandigarh Hockey Stadium, Bombay Hockey 
As.sociation and Salt liike Stadium-Calcutta, to name a tew 

So next time your ground needs watering, call And if you still haven’t got the 
message as to whom, don’t worry. Just read this copy again But this time, read between 
the lines. 
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Tel Calcutta-4795155/7455/9530 • 

New Delhi-6852058 • Bangalore-601670 • Pune 647156 
• Bhopal-557068 • Hyderabad-8447756 
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Tbaf s Biy^i RTZ's i^endary stability at high 
speeds A unique combination of power and 
control that inspires confidence* 
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; The tennis world geors up for what 

I STEFFI GRAF promises to be an eventful summer 

herjmnmy with the French Open 










if you'd like to know more ahoiit Axhtm/i J)emms, do wiite to our Marketing Department: Ashima Denims^ near Anupam 
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3l3 MEN, 7 5 0 million WORTH Op MACHINERY 

And 16 Working days make a denim jacket, 
CASUAL wear, is |T ? 
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'MARRIAGE IS JUST A 
NORMAL PART OF LIFE' 

Says Sachin Tendulkar in a 
pre-marital interview 
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TOP GEAR / 

As the tennis summer gets 
underway, it will provide plenty 
of action and thrills and upsets 
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THE CAL YPSO FELL SILENT 

A special section on the 
Australia-West Indies series 
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INTERVIEW 


INTERVIEW WITH SACHIN TENDULKAR 


"Marriage is just a 
normal part of life" 


On the threshold of a 
new life—he marries on 
Mayl^SACHIN 
TENDULKAR talks 
about his image, his 
fame and his life to 
Gautam Bhattacharya 



SPWD: How much has life 
changed for you in the last two 
years? 

SACHIN TENDULKAR Oh, il has 



certainly changed Tm leading a very 
hectK life now I know that 
expectations are sky high If you talk 
about '93, expectations were also high, 
but not so much as today A lot of 
additional responsibilities rest on my 
shoulders I have to fulfil them 

What are the advantages of being 
Sachin Tendulkar? 

I have never really given it a thought 
Being Sachin Tendulkar, I would like 
to be humble, be polite to everybody 
and would like to give respect to my 
elders I'm not really expecting 
anything from the people for the little 
(fame) I have earned 

But you don't have to ask for 
anything. A lot of doors 
automatically open up to you. 
Doesi tit? 

Let me *xplainit I am totally against 
breaking the rules of society I believe 
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rules are there to be observed. 
Irrespective of whoever you are. 

But surely the temptations are 
too many. Celebrities like Diego 
Maradona have often fallen for it... 

May be, I wouldn't All I can tell you is 
that I don't wish to break the rules of 
society. 

To give you a small example, 
breaking the traffic signals I, for one, 
would never do that. It can cost 
someone's life. You have to sec all 
these minor things. Being Sachin 



Though ho is ciirrenlly liidion crickri's uiost 
rnflrkefnblo comniodity, Tcndulkor is very 
pariiciileir about the pfoducls he endorses 



Tendulkar you've got to be extra 
careful (laughs). 

But is it possible to lead the life of 
a superstar and yet remain a 
proverbial good guy. People come 
to you almost every minute^ for 
favours 

I always look up to my father and 
follow his attitude. He is an ideal role 
model. The man is so down-to-earth 
and humble. Father never gets angry. 

Do you reckon him to be a more 
successful person? 

Of course. I'm nowhere near his 
achievements. 

Your decision to go ahead with 
your marriage plans has surprised 
a few. They apparently feet you 
could have delayed it further, 
thereby ensuring cent-per-cent 
concentration on cricket? 

I won't accept that argument. Getting 
married doesn't necessarily mean loss 
of concentration. Come on, marriage 
is Just a normal pan of my life. 


You need money to survive. 
It gives you security, so that 
you can concentrate on your 
game without worrying 
about how to run your 
family. Money also offers 
you incentives. My idea is, 
the more you ignore money, 
the more it comes after you 


You people also get married too. Tell 
me, do you lose Interest in writing 
after that? It is the same here. 
Gavaskar, Vengsarkar, Srikkanth, 
Kapil Dev.... they all got married. It 
never hampered their cricket. 

Everybody has to go through it. So 
rm also going through it. 1 don't think 
marriage is going to affea my game at 
aU. 

b ^Mrs Anjali Tendulkar' nee 
Mehta Ititereited In cricket? 


Previously she wasn't, but now she 
keeps track. 

1 guess, if a cricketer's wife is 
relatively disinterested in cricket 
it's actually a blessing in disguise. 
Many cricketers don't actually 
want to discuss the game after 
having spent the whole day on the 
field... 

I don't have any such problems. I can 
relax through cricketing discussions. 
Cricket can never irritate me. 

Sportsworld readers would be 
interested in knowing how 

Sachin Tendulkar spends an 
average day? 

It IS always very hectic Most of the 
lime I'm out Either with my friends, 
my family or my would be wife and 
then I've got my practice schedule, 
which vanes from three to four 
hours a day 

You're a very hot marketable 
proposition these days. There are 
stories that sponsors line up 
outside your gate and that you 
reject one or two endorsement 
proposals everyday? 

No, no (laughs) that's an 
exaggeration. Not every day. But yes, 
people do come. I talk to them but I'm 
very selective. I really think over it 
properly before getting into it. 

It is said that you charge a lot. 
Supposing tomorrow 1 come to 
you with a proposal, how much 
will you charge? 

{Laughs) Carry on. 

Supposing 1 request you to 
endorse a fan. Will you do it 
readily if the offer Is Okay? 

{laughs again). I'll have to think over 
It. If It's worthwhile I'll do it. 

Otherwise I shall say, no, thank you! 

What is your definition of 
^worthwhile'? How much money? 
Money is not the only thing, Basically, 
1 like to associate myself with big and 
clean companies. 1 look for the 
company's goodwill. Now if you take 
all that into account how can you 




TMidvIkar wHh Sunil Gavaskar. Tha farmar 
agraat that ha still has a lang way ta raach tha 
lattar'sstatura 


make a decision in just five minutes? It 
requires solid thinking. 




Tomorrow If a big cigarette or 
beer manufacturing company 
comes to you to endorse their 
products, will you accept? 

I don't think so. I can't endorse such 
products. 

Why? Some of them have 
tremendous goodwill in the 
market? 

Look, I'm a sportsman. And also don't 
forget the fact that the young 
generation looks up to me. My 
responsibility is to keep them away 
from all these. 

You mean a role model for the 
younger generation? 

Yes, that is the kind of image I've set 
for myself. I'll have to try and 
maintain that. So that the younger 
generation can continue to.... 

You seem to be very conscious 
about your image. Tomorrow if 
you find in a newspaper article 
critising you very harshly, will 
you be very upset or Just take it in 
your stride? 

It all depends on the situation. If I 
haven't got runs and immediately 
some arrogant guy confronts me or 
someone tries to act too smart, I'm 
bound to get irritated, like any other 
human being I need time to settle 
down. You can't expect me to smile all 
the time. 

Let me put it this way. How has 
the press treated you so far? 
They've treated me very well. The 
writers, commentators, 
photographers...rm extremely 
thankful to them. They all wrote good 
things about me. 


What about the bad things they 
wrote? 

Occasionally even if they have written 
bad thiiigs, it's only keeping in mind 






INTERVIEW 


One* ha is in full How, it is diHicuItto curb 
Tsudulkar. Ask any bawlar who has racaivad 
tha Tandulkar Traatmanfl 

my interests All of them want me to 
succeed That s for sure 1 can't have 
any complaints against them 

Do you at times feel sad that you 
had to be playing in an era where 
everything is taken with a pinch 
of salt. One bad shot against 
Pakistan at Sharjah may lead to 
all kinds of gossip, including 
money given by a bookie 
Yes I do feel sad at times It s a terrible 
thing I don t seem to understand why 
illegal money should be invested in 
cncket^ let that go elsewhere I only 
urge these people please keep cricket 
free from all this 

Have you ever received a call from 
a bookie? 

No (laughs) Once I did receive a call at 
Bam But that was for a 
complimentary ticket 

But honestly let me tell you. this 
business of putting illegal money in 
cricket is a very filthy thing to do and 
the less said the better about the 
cricketers who indulge in this You've 
better ways to earn money 

C an money from a bookie give you 
the same amount of satisfaction a 
hundred for your country gives > No 
no amount of money can ever buy 
that satisfaction As for myself, my 
achievements are easily higher than 
the little amount of money I've earned 

How important is money to you? 
Today's cricketers appear to be 
money crazy... 

You need money to survive It gives 
you security, so that you can 
concentrate on your game without 
worrying much about how to run 
your family 

Money also offers you incentives, 
that if you do well, you're bound to 
earn money You can't think of 
money and cricket at the same lime 
You have to think of cricket and only 
cricket My idea Is, the more you 

As the daputif to caiHaIn Aiharnddin. 

Tsadulkar aiwayi sugeestloiit and 

straiagf an to nfiaf 
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INTERVIEW 



Amre and Tendulkar tign autographa on thair 
arrival in South Africa. Tendulkar is as popuiar 
abroad, as ha is in india 

ignore money, the more it comes after 
you. 

You still put up that ^do not 
disturb' sign outside your room 
and the hotel operators are 
routinely instructed not to put 
any calls through to your room. 

Are you wanting us to believe 
that your fan following has 
become so much that you've to 
resort to this on a regular basis? 

It has got into my system now. I like to 
be on my own. I like to think of the 
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■ game Think of what has happened in 
the past and what should be done in 
the future. Only if you postmortem 
yourself are you going to learn. If you 
remain happy with what you've 
achieved, you'll be dead and gone. 

Tell me what postmortem did you 
do after the Sharjah loss against 
Pakistan and after the West Indies 
beat us in Chandigarh to save the 
series? 

There was no excuse. No postmortem 
to be done: We just played badly. Both 
losses had nothing to do with 
technical incompetence. 

Talking about technique, Vlnod 


Kambli, currently is going 
through a mini crisis. As his best 
friend and state captain what 
would you advice him to do at this 
stage? 

Nothing. He should continue to have 
faith in his abilities, keep his cool. His 
lime will come. 

Do you have any cricketing 
ambitions as such? 

I want to win each and every series 
wherever we go. I also would like to 
earn the respect of my co-players, and 
opponents. 

Today your position is in 
complete contrast to that of 
Kambli. You seem to have 
reached a ^high'... 

It's a great feeling really. Everything is 
going my way. But I shouldn't be too 
complacent. This Is the most vital 
stage of my life. Normally when things 
go your way, you tend to relax a bit. 
This attitude can lead to loss of 
concentration and dedication. 

My new resolution is to work extra 
hard at my game, see to it that I don't 
relax. And also stay close to my family. 

Why do you talk of ^sticking to 
your family'? 

Because that's basically the area from 
where you get all your strength. Your 
family members are the ones who 
stand by you through all ups and 
downs. 


You people get married too. 
Tell me, do you lose interest 
in writing after that? It's the 
same here. Gavaskar, 
Vengsarkar, Srikkanth, 

Kapil Dev. they all got 
married. It never hampered 
their cricket 


Someone as Important as Shan* 
Wame has described you at the 
world's Number One batsnum. 
Others have also acknowledged 




KAMAL JUl KA 


that at this stage^ it's Tendulkar 
and not Lara^ who wears the 
crown. Tell me honestly, how 
pleasing is to wear the mantle of 
the world's greatest batsman? 
Well, I do appreciate what people like 
Warne are saying. But 1 also realise 
how fickle this mantle could be. I 
mean, you can't hold on to this 
permanently. This year it could be 
Brian Lara, next year it could be me. 
And like that it would rotate. 

Who do you rate as your Number 
One competitor? 

I hate comparisons and this 
competitor business...! presume, it 
vari<^$ from series to series. Whoever is 


playing against us, their entire team 
becomes my competitor. My job is to 
see that they don't do well against us. 
Opponents are my biggest 
competitors. 

You seem to talk about collective 
goals, not an individual one? 

Obviously, cricket is a team game. 
Don't forget it's not only my personal 
endeavour. It's not a personal battle 
between myself and Lara or Srinath 
versus Ambrose. There are ten others. 

My point is we have to be there on 
the vlaorlous side irrespective of 
whether I get a hundred or not. 

What are the areas In which you 


Tsndulkar with Jonty lUiodos: Sochiii says ha 
is constantly striving to win tha raapaet d hit 
opponanis 

are still looking to improve? 

Nothing in particular. I've played all 
over the world except the West Indies. 
I, of course have played the Windies in 
Australia where the wickets are 
livelier than in any other country. 1 
just need to have more patience. 

How does one develop patience? 

I guess the lime factor plays a key role. 
You learn, you could be on top today 
and tomorrow you could be down. If 
you practice hard, time will always be 
on your side. So my aim is to practice 
hard, be humble and be a good human 
being. 

All this counts because cricket is not 
just what you do on the field. There 
are few aspects off the field as well. 
Where you have to control yourself, I 
told you, you can't be an indisciplined 
chap and yet strive for consistency. 

Ravi Shastri has created a small 
controversy of sorts by naming 
you as the best ever Indian 
batsman, he saw. While making 
the observation he has even taken 
into account names as weighty as 
that of a Sunil Gavaskar and 
Viswanath • 

Does this observation make you 
feel embarassed? 

Yeah, I feel embarassed. Because 
Viswanaib, Gavaskar, 

Vengsarkar...all these guys played for 
a good twelve to fifteen years in 
international cricket. 

That's a pretty long journey. 
Whereas, I've not yet completed six 
years. I'm just halfway down. 

I feel terribly embarassed when I 
hear people praising me that much. 
But let me also tell you that I shall give 
off my best in future 

To prove yourself worthy of such 
praise...? 

Well (Laughs) I will have to try and 
Improve my game further, so that 
people can compare me with any of 
the senior cricketers I mentioned. I 
have to achieve a lot more than what I 
already have. • 
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The tennis world gears 
up for what wilt be an 
eventful summer 
beginning with the 
French Open 

BY ROBIN CHATTERJEE 


T ennis on cldy'^ Man you 

cannot be serious' Playing on 
clay just doesn t feel right It s 
like wearing a pair of jeans 
that are too stiff Or like a rock song 
being played on slow speed 
Analogies of playing tennis on clay 
come cheap But how can you explain 
the times when you're undecided on 
coming to the net, or when you lose 
your footing on the volleys'^ Even 
your first serve can lose its sung You 


The French Open is in this case the 
mother of all clay court tournaments 
and It also marks the beginning of the 
Strawberry Circuit (which explains 
the ready availability of strawberries) 
which starts at Roland Garros and 
ends at Wimbledon 

The tennis complex at Roland 
Garros has undergone a new look as a 
result of Its upgradation last year The 
then mayor and now current 
President, Jacques Chirac initiated the 
construction of a 10 200 seat stadium 
court, practise areas and a multi-gym 
The 6 5 acre extension was completed 
in a record 14 months, despite delays 
caused by local residents who opposed 
the project Its most speaacular 
feature is a booth for TV and radio 
journalists that is suspended over part 
of the grandstand 

But enough of architectural 
ramblings Tennis anyone"? 

Tennis etiquette demands that we 
initiate our process of sifting through 
the vanous candidates who are 
favoured to win the French Open, by 





bringing up Pete Sampras for a little 
cruicism 

Sampras' talent as a player is 
beyond doubt What has come under 
a scanner however is his appetite to 
win in Pans While it is true that 
Sampras is one of the few pros on the 
Tour, who can be at home on all 
courts his allergy to clay is slowly 
becoming evident The fact that he has 
not been able to master his opponents 
(the one s he so easily slays on 
surfaces with true bounce ) over the 
last two seasons at Roland Garros is a 
case in point 

Not being able to win the French 
Open should not serve to damage 
Sampras credibility as a player Form 
IS temporary the critics argue and no 
one has illustrated this better than 
Andre Agassi 

Sampras chances in Pans is linked 
directly to which particular clay court 
player is having an off-day The 
Eiiiopc*an circuit is flooded with clpy 
couriers each of them programmed 
to play on the slow red surface To 
Sampras misfortune out of the Top 
15 pros in the world there are at least 
seven who are experts on clay and at 
any point of time he could be fated to 
meet one of them Sure Sampras can 
win a couple of encounters but he 
cannot maintain a streak 

I asi year on the eve of the French 
Open Andre Agassi sat in a quiet and 
darkened movie theatre watching a 
film The movie was titled 'House of 
the Spirits and Agassi at that point of 
lime wasjust his usual never was 
-has been self, in spite of 
possessing an innate genius for the 
sport 

Shouldn't he with a grand slam 
beckoning the next morning, have 
been sweating it out on the courts 
instead of sitting in a cinema halP But 
then you don't ask these questions of 
Agassi Having journeyed there twice 
akeady, he knows the route to the 
French Open final like the back of his 
hand 

And to think that this was the guy 
the tennis establishment scoffed a 

Stan till: ato’ttamireri* at 
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month ago Agassi compared himself 
with an A WOL library when the issue 
of grand slam titles—^he had only won 
Wimbledon at that lime—^was raised 

Today, Agassi owns three grand 
slam titles, with two of them coming 
last year Having taken over the 
seemingly invincible Sampras in the 
ATP rankings. Agassi has testified that 
his tennis has finally come of age And 
if doubts still exist then coiyernplate 
on this one 

Agassi who prefaced his 
campaign for the 1992 Wimbledon 
title with a visit to the grass-court 
warm up circuit, is living proof that 
there are different ways of preparing 
to becoming a grand slam champion 

The courts of Roland Garros do not 
always prefer those with form or class 
But It does tend to tilt a little towards 
the brave People who demonstrate a 
little bit of patience courage and 
character And if courage is a criteria 
for respect then no one is more 
deserving than Thomas Muster 

Muster s resume on clay is an 
impressive one And so is Muster the 
tennis player The fact that no player 
wants to see him on the other side of 
the nei is a testimony to Muster s skills 
on a clay court The Austrian is a 
workhorse and can pulverise his 
opponents with his hyperactive style 
of play No player who has survived 
Thomas Muster can claim to have 
played a good match till he has won 
the last point 

Muster goes to Pans this year with 
the most impressive credentials on 
clay He has tied with Courier, Chang 
and Agassi for the most number of 
titles won so far—^three Apart from 
this. Muster s record against Spanish 
players, who are born and reared up 
on clay courts this year is 11 -0 To 
make his claims a little strong is the 
fact that Muster has been unbeaten in 
19 consecutive finals on clay since 
1990 If Thomas Muster does have a 
chink in his armour, it is his tendency 
to 'choke' in grand slams But we're 
talking of prospects here and Muster is 
definitely one of them 

ConehHa MMtlMi; fiady to imm t piHM M 







Stroi Brugutra it tiowly working bit way 
back into contantion 

To call him a prospect is to cast a slur 
on Jim Courier s capabilities While it 
IS true that Courier lost his vision 
sometime at the end oi 1993, he seems 
to have started 1995 on a steady 
footing Even though he rests at a 
humble 13 on the ATP list it certainly 
IS not a concrete summation of 
Courier s capabilities Courier has 
already collected three titles this year 
but his ranking does not climb as he 
has a lot of points to defend 
Tenniswise, however he seems to be 
moving in the right direction as his 
26-4 win/loss record in 1995 suggests 

What IS in Courier s favour is liis 
familiarity with grand slam finals 
specially the French Open The 
two-time winner at Roland Garros has 
It in him to remain standing even after 
all the dust has settled Possibly the 
fittest player on the Tour Couriei 
might be honing up on his French in 
order to make that all important 
victory speech at Pans or else he 
might just want to join with a visiting 
rot k group Are the odds strong on 
Courier winning the tilled 

Oui 

Stim-o-Siain That is going to be the 
secret of Michael Chang s success at 
the French Open this year Incase 
you're wondering whether that is the 
medical codeword for c hinese 
chopsuey then be advised it is not 
Stirn-o-Siam is a powdered phosphate 
that prevents cramping and Chang 
will be overdosing on it just to make 
sure that he does not give the public a 
re-run of 1989 Chang is one of the 
more committed pros on the Tour and 
his life IS fuelled by an almost 
manic work ethic 

It IS Chang's unparallcd dedication 
that has made him a constant in the 
Top 10 Though his appearances at 
grand slam finals have been zero since 
1989 his will to win and his endless 
reserves of stamina can never be 
questioned The fact that he goes into 
Paris as a serious contender for the 
title bears testimony to that 

If Andre Agassi is the radical dude 
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Mary Pierce is ready 
to lift the title she 
missed out last year 
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Thomas Muster goes to Paris with 
imprassiva cradantials 



on clay then Seigi Bruj^uera is his 
more classical counterpart 'Feats of 
Cla/ would be an apt summation if 
we endeavour to put Bruguera s two 
successive French Open titles into 
perspective 

No tennis player on the Tour has 
ever promised so little but delivered so 
much as Bruguera has The 1995 clay 
court sireuit has not been too kind to 
Bruguera The Spaniard has fallen 
short ot his own standards and his loss 
of form is further compounded by a 
back injury from which he is slowly 
recoN ering The fact that he was 
ousted in the opening round ol the 
IBM/ATP Tour stop in Barcelona last 
month IS proof of this 

This IS not good for iny 
confidence mourned a < hastened 
Bruguera I think I m not physically 
ready yet Still in spite of c uriem 
problems ii would be unwise to 
discount the defending champion s 
chances at the Open 

If you were told that a certain 
Yevgeny Kafelnikov and Alberto 
Berasiegui were ranked ninth and 
seventh in the world respectively you 
would scoff But then that sjust the 
point You can laugh at them but you 
cannot ignore them The Best 14 rule 
in tennis applies to everybody and 
these two guys have benefited 
immensely from it But then they are 
performers too 

Kafelnikov, known by fellow pros 
and NATO experts as Kalashnikov 
has been blasting his way up the 
rankings ever since he scared the wits 
out of Sampras at the 1994 Australian 
Open Berasategui, who still can't tell 
you how he hits his forehancf 
cross-courts has already reached the 
final of the French Open once Be 
sure that he is waiting to 
justify his lofty ranking this year 

And a last bit of advice When you 
start scanning the draw, please don't 
ignore the 'journeymen' 


W OMEN s tennis players 
are difficult to ignore 
many case And thank 
God for them For just 
when the women s Tour was getting 
as predictable as going to work 
everyday the competition started 
getting hot 

And for those who piedicted that 
the tour just would not be the same 
without the Seles-Graf rivalry it is 
lime they stood corrected Grafts 
having her hands full at the moment 
what with Sanchez Vicano, Mary 
Pierce and Conchira Martinez proving 
a serious threat to her throne To 
make matters worse for Graf the 
years of toil on the tour have started 
taking their toll on her It even shows 
on her face (as our cover photograph 
depicts) She IS beset by injuries and 
her game by all accounts has become 
predictable But the fact remains how 
can you discount someone who has 


won 15 grand slam titles'^ 

You can t Case closed 
But wait* Surely we can diagnose 
Graf s malady"^ Tests have just 
revealed that the problem has been 
diagnosed as thus Arantxa 
Sanchcz-Vicano 

She reigns in Spam And Graf will 
testily that she s a major pain what 
with all the pressure she s putting on 
her with regard to the No I ranking 
Sanchez Vicano has got one major 
advantage and that is she just does 
not slow down No wonder her fellow 
players compare her to the fcnergi/er 
Bunny Vicano is as strong on the last 
point of the match as she is on the first 
Her incredible fitness 
notwithstanding Vicano is currenilv 
enjoying the fruits of her labour alter 
seven years on the tour The rewards 
came in the form of a second French 
Open title last year followed by her 
major U S Open triumph And as a 
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Michael Chang* ha's more than |ust a 
threat he could ba a winner 

bonus for hci, she even enjoyed a brief 
spell as the No 1 women s player of 
the world after this year's Australian 
Open 

Sanchez Vicario is quicker than 
most of her tellow pros and the slow, 
clay courts of Roland Garros 
complement her game perfectly To 
make matters worse, she teeefs oft hei 
opponents b> using their power to her 
advantage Add to this a ban age of 
inoonballs and lobs and you realise 
why her opponents cannot maintain 
their consistency 

The answei to Sanchc/ Vicario's 
game is to adopt a tactic which 
comprises sustained power And if 
you re talking power then you're 
talking about Mary Pierce A ferocious 
forehand explains only partly why 
Pierce threw Grat out ol the 1994 
French Open in a memorable seini 
final The other hall is her new found 
confidence and that explains why she 
bamhoo/led Sanchez Vitano at the 
Australian Open last year and she 
knows ihai hti Ians will be 
rooting— and ogling And if Pierce 
does manage to lift the trophy, you 
can be sure she is going lo be tennis' 
new queen 

If Sanchez Vicario is a trailbla/cr of 
soitsioi Spanish tennis then 
Conchita Martinez is only planning 
on keeping the flame burning 
Martiniv is discovering herself as a 
player with hei crowning moment 
coming at Wimbledon last year Since 
hci maiden grand slam win Martinez 
has moved tiom strength to strength 
on her favouiite surface—clay 

It IS difficult to quantify the surplus 
of talent that is currently available in 
women's tennis but herc'is a pointer 
Ignore Gabnela Sabatini as a 
contender and start concentrating on 
Kimiko Date, Martina Hingis and even 
Venus Williams 

Did wc hear someone say that 
'Tennis Is Dying'? On the other hand 
there are whispers that it might just be 
resurreaed. The summer of '95 is 
going to put all such speculations to 
rest • 
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Q 


READERS' 





QUESTIONS 


I Who was the first 
• 'mother' to win 
Wimbledon? 


2 What is writer Sir 
» Arthur Conan 
Doyle's connection with 
sport? 

3 Who was the 
• cricketer to score 
the fastest 1000 runs in 
Tests? 

CARTOONS ARTHUR CARDOZO 


4 Who was the 
« wicketkeeper to 
dismiss the fastest 50 
victims in Tests? 

3 Garfield Sobers of 
• the West Indies 
made only one appearance 
in an one day international. 
What was his score then? 

6 What is common to 
• M/s. Hemadri 
Cements Limited, 
Hyderabad. M/s. Shri 
Shakti L.P. Gas Limited, 
Hyderabad and M/s. 
Starchem Industries Ltd., 
Secunderabad? 

7 Which Indian 

• bowler created Test 
history by running out a 
non-striker for backing-up? 

AiimwrtofLNa.2 


H3W!«ZMT/ 

SHERLOCK DOfiSN T 



8 What do Lala 

% Amamath, Nari 
Contractor and Ajit 
Wadekar have in common. 


AMwarloQ.No.S 

apan from the fact that 
they all have captained 
India? 
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HEAT AND DUST 

T he clay court sdMM is almost ahwtyt 

associatod whii tba hoat of saaaaar aad tka 
lad dost of tka ccaris. It atiatchas a playai's 
iimitatiaoslotkafallast Sai|i Bniiaara 
(wkMMraf tka last two Franck Opaos) caa aalytani Ms 
kaek an a sammor storm daring play. Baris Bsckar 
tarns Ms kack in disgast kaviag failod to win a siagla 
May eoarttMa la a 43-tilla caraar. Ha dM coma class 


Carloa Costa af Spain (in pietara) is a clay eaart 
spaeialist wka kas tka aMHty to stratck asaiy sinaw 
of nmaela la ratriawa tka kail; a I 
eaartplsy 
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SUPREME COURT 

T here is nothing as pictnresqus as a wnli 
kept clay caait And thara is nothing as 
dHfienlt as maintaining a ciay court, as tho 
groond staff of Monto Cario, ^ro Haiico and 
Roland Gams know too woii. Rogular watoring. 
s w oo p ing, manicuring and iino*brHsbing can kaop 
thoao workan as husy as thosa who tend to tho 
hallowod turf of Wimbiodon 
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TENNIS TALK 


LUKE AND MURPHY JENSEN 





■ 


TWINS! 

Jensenism is when you show up at a 
tournament see that you've got a bad draw, 
and say, "Let's party," It's living your life like a 
French foreign film, being like huge with 
security people and ballboys, and calling some 
kid 'champ' because maybe his dad isn't, Evian 
spelled backward is naive. There's a lot more 
nonsense available. Meet the Jensens 


BY ROBIN CHATTERJEE 


HIS one is for all those 
^ androgynous, loud and 
f directionless kids, who grow 
^ iheir hair, their sideburns, 

wear jeans with huge flares 
accompanied by thick, huge hiking 
boots and who think that no matter 
what they do, they manage to make a 
soaal statement 

Question time for these kids 
(nothing to do with their IQ) So 
what's your favourite television 
programme"^ 

Chorus MTV (Music Television for 
those who only watch Channel V) 
Naturally 

So take a bit of MTV guys add on 
dollops of some wacky humour spice 
it up with some really loco ads (that 
somehow seem to make a lot of sense) 
and try to string it along with crisp, 
zippy, zany lines 
You still get MTV 
Boring Predictable 
So now go forth and hire two guys 
as anchor Brothers aaually Nope, 
make that twins who nod to the 
names of Luke and Murphy (they also 
answer to Beavis and Butthead) wear 
their hair long shorts and T-shirts 


Tkeyjm^cowtertabla with guitars as thay 


ill fitting and shaggy, complete with 
bandanas and make a total grunge 
statement Hand them a couple of 
electric guitars, or actually a couple of 
Prince graphites (jive talk for tennis 
racket) and then watch them go 
through a personality change The 
chances are you re looking at two 
prime candidates for the 
Head Bangers Ball' and when the 
show IS over, you ve lost your 
direction but had a blast The 
experience was spiritual and you've 
been totally canoni/ed oops, sorry, 
the operative word is Jensenizcd 

Look Ma It's the Jensens* 

Ciiiys you ve been privileged to 
watch a sneak preview of the •‘ock 
n'roll future of tennis Now go watch 
the Jensens playing at a stadium near 
you 

You get many kinds of tennis 
players the good ones, the mediocre 
ones and the bad ones who cover up 
their short-comings by claiming that 
they are the good ones Then of 
course, you get two players who fit 
into a totally different category The 
Jensens And ever since the two 
brothers made their professional 
doubles debut in 1991, they have 
managed to uplift the men's doubles 
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Luke attempting to Jensenise a fan 



game from a medux re side-show lo a 
son of main event They've made it 
front page news And lo this, they 
have added a kind of infectious hype 
that has had a 'double-barrel' effect on 
men's tennis Not only is their attitude 
a positive direction towards the future 
of lennis but it is also ciamnimg iheir 
pockets with the dollars as well 
Marketing men may choose to label 
this as' Jensons theory', the premise 
of which IS based on Peaceful 
Lconomic Co-existence 
The Jensen's saga actually began to 
take a concrete shape in 1990, when 
two ciitical changes went on to form 
the future of professional tennis on 
the Tour The men who ran the game 
adopted the much debated Best-14 
rule, under which playcis could play 
as often as they liked m older to 
achieve a ranking based only on their 
best-14 tournaments 
The ATP Tour also added a little 
more substance to the doubles game 
by raising the amount of prize money 
along with extra privileges such as free 
lodging Up until this time Luke 
Jensen had just been a journeyman 
on the circuit winning a couple ol low 
profile challengeis and noicning up a 
career high singles ranking of 192 
As I ukc Jensen reminisces "I 
would have helped my singles most by 
returning to tlie small circuit Hut the 
security and opportunity offered by 
doubles was irresistible The new rule 
changes was perfect for Luke Jensen 
"Tl was the Play Everywhere, Go 
Nowhere' tour J decided to go foi it " 
Luke Jensen opted for the doubles 
circuit and over the next three years 
evolved into some sort of a doubles 
specialist By the end of 1992, Luke 
Jenson and his partner Laurie 
Warder were richer by two titles and 
that's when his twin, Murphy entered 
the Tour, forcing Luke to consider 
setting up a team with him The rest is 
history 

Or the making of it, as Luke 
Jensen testified "Everybody from 
Ludington to Los Angeles said I was 
nuts. They said I was flushing my 
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career down the toilet But to me, it 
was like/Hey he's my brother' And I 
also saw a lot more than my brother I 
saw a guy with a huge serve, and huge 
shot making ability I saw a guy eager 
to play in the big show, a guy who 
could win us matches if 1 was steady 
enough Sure, it was a big nsk But our 
careers were a big risk to begin with " 
What Luke did not mention was that 
his brother was the only 
ambidextrous player on the 
Tour—capable of serving with both 
left and right hands—thus giving the 
duo an advantage of sorts 

The Jensens launched themselves 
as a team in 1993, reaching the final at 
Sydney But after seven consecutive 
first round losses they came to the 
Italian Open feeling for the first time, 
in their psychedelic lives, a lot of 
pressure And forcing Murphy Jensen 
to reflect 

There 1 am feeling like I m ruining 
this guy s career—taking my own 
brother down into the gutter Then 
Luke gave me this little speech iii 
Rome He said I don t care if our 
rankings go so far South that we get 
kicked off the Tour You re my 
brother and you re my doubles 
partner Fven if I have to go down and 
just play for trophies, I don t care 
We re playing together and 1 promise 
you that we'll be back here someday, 
and we'll win here, someday ' The 
motivational lecture worked And 
even though the Jensens did not 
know which direction they were 
headed in, they strode forth anyway 

To the semi final in Rome, the 
finals at Bologna and then they 
triumphed at the French Open The 
Jensen's brand of tennis was no 
longer dour They were hot! 

Their off-beat antics on court, 
however, were not to everybody's 
liking It was just not tennis, the 
punsts argued They backed up their 
accusations by stating that the Jensens 
were essentially a pair of clowns in 
tennis togs. But life on the Tour had 
become so enjoyable that it could well 
have been chronicled as 'Luke and 
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CoRMsteiit. MCiting if a litHe vagua that's 
tha Janaens 


Murphy s Excellent Adventures 
And the Jensens on their part did not 
let their fans down they were a 
novelty crew armed with different 
ideas and concepts as they went into a 
different match Needless to say the 
marketing men loved it 

The 1994 U S Open was as they 
put It ' Jensenised their first match 
being exclusively telecast in prime 
time by USA Network The Jensens 
twin (*) sisters Rachel and Rebecca 
also appeared as commentators as did 
their mother Patricia (known 
reverentially as PM J) 

That wasn l all They even managed 
to entertain in defeat As a TV crew 
testified after the third round of the 
Open A wide-eyed Murphy 
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thoroughly beaten but still grinning 
put their loss into perspective saying. 
Wow, we got smoked, man ' 

A few days later Murphy took the 
game to new levels by agreeing to 
wear a live microphone while playing 
in court dunng a mixed doubles 
match with Mary Pierce 
The move worked Speaators 
deserted a singles match and gathered 
in droves to fill the Grandstand 
Needless to say the expenence was a 
memorable one 

Proof Murphy, when returning to 
the net after a bnef exchange with 
Pierce whispered five little words 
into the mike "I think she likes me " 
The crowds loved it The cntics 
(even among the players) did not 
They hit out at the twins saying that 
they were getting too much of an 
unfair marketing advantage But on 
the flip side they were the same 


players who did not have it in them to 
reach out to the crowds 

As Luke confirmed, "A lot of guys 
want to put in their five hours a day 
practice time, play their matches and 
pick up the cheques That's so short - 
sighted, so negative " And all this 
coming from a guy who hails from 
Ludington, Mich Population 8,500, 
tennis literacy, zero 

It is true tennis a la Jensenns not for 
the punsts Rather, it is for those 
people who are out to be accepted by 
being unusual So why else would the 
Jensens go out to welcome them into 
their fold*^ 

As they did in Idaho, when they 
bought potatoes, autographed them 
and threw them into the crowd In 
Mexico, thereafter, they baptised 
(sorry, Jensenized) kids by applying 
stick-on tattoos to their arms, 
instructing them in the senptures or 
Jensenism and ordering them to go 
forth and "let no court stand empty 
throughout the land " 

In Colombia, the doubles pair 
entertained the crowd by playing 
some exating licks from their guitar 
before a singles match Murphy sums 
up this 'decadent' attitude thus, 

"Luke made me do it, and you know 
what*^ The crowd loved it The key to 
Luke IS, he doesn't mind feeling like a 
jerk because he's not a jerk What is 
being a jerk, anyway■>" 

Being a Jensen, perhaps‘> Not so, as 
Murphy points out "We didn't come 
out of nowhere, like some marketing 
gimmick We faced all kinds of 
obstacles by having four kids, playmg 
tennis all over the world, most of the 
time without ever knowing where we 
were going to find the money to keep 
it going The people who really 
understand us are the Wheatons, or 
the Agassis Famihes who know what 
It's like to dnve 37 hours with five 
people in the car to get to some junior 
event" 

That's the Jensens for you. Don't 
follow them because they are lost 
themselves But on the other hand, 
you might like to go along for the ride. 
As someone said, "Insanity is the only 
way to deal with reality." 

And hedefinitely wasn't Jensenized. 


















PERSONALITY 


OF THE TABLE 


NE Mr Hendry, a grocer in 
Dunfermline, Scotland led 
a contented, though 
meagre, life. He was not 
too ambitious, and was satisfied with 
whatever income his small shop 
fetched him. It was enough to tun his 
family, and that was what mattered. 
However, once in a fit of extravagance 
he bought his 12-year-old son 
Stephen a halt-si/e wooker table. The 
basic intention ol Hendry Sr was to 
provide his son with a 'sale' source of 
recreation. 

What followed must go down in the 
annals of sporting history as one ol the 
wisest decisions made by a father. In 
only a matter of weeks alter he got the 
table, Hendry Jr. was making breaks 
of over 50. People were soon 
impressed by this nov ice whose talent 
was of such a high calibre, that 
everyone realised that he was indeed 
championship material. 

Our young protagonist was the lirst 
to recognise the inherent talent that 
existed within him and this talent saw 
fiim gain in conlidence. The world 
championship was where his sights 
were zeroed in right from the start. 
Barely a few months after he had 
taken up playing snooker, Hendry 
commented, "It was a whole new 
feeling for me and at last I found out 
what 1 wanted to do with my 
life...become the world champion." 

He did become the world champion 
in 1990, after having turned pro in 
1984 at the age of 16. At 22 when he 
won his first world title, he was the' 
most talked about player on the 
snooker circuit and one of the richest 
players in the history of the game. 

In fact, he created history of sorts in 
1990 when he became the first 
Scotsman to become world champion 
in nearly 40 years after Walter ' 

Donaldson (who won his second | 
world title in 1950). But the irony lies I 


BY KO. JACOB 


in the fact that Donaldson, after 
winning his second title, was so 
disillusioned by the spot t and the lack 
ol money that he gave up the game 
entirely. 

Compare this to the life of Hendry 
who,belore he won his first world title 
owned a Mercedes limousine with a 
proper English chantfeui and had 
invested in teal estate to the tune of 
owning a seaside aparimeni, two 
country houses and also a chateau in 
Andaiasia, Spain. It was a story of 
fame and fortune that the simple 
grocer had never in his dreams 
envisaged foi his son. 

Now that he had finally tasted the 
sweet icing ol success there was no 
stopping him. Hendry realised that 
the only way he would remain 
successful, rich and famous was if he 
retained his winning ways. And that is 
precisely what he set out to do, toiling 
for hours, fine tuning his game to an 
extent that it would not fail him when 
it counted. 

Hendry kept on winning and earlier 
this month when he won the world 
snooker title for a fourth successive 
time, it was only a repeat performance 


from the maestro. What was unusual 
though, was the money that Hendry 
pocketed this year from his 18-9 win 
in the final over the No. 11 Nigel 
Bond. Hendry received a winner's 
eheque lor £190,000, another 
£147,000 lor scoring a 147 break, and 
a further £16,000 for scoring the 
highest break. In fact, his prize purse 
was the richest ever in professional 
snooker and to lop it all he received a 
Ferrari worth £200,000 from his 
sponsors 

Yet the nuich of this edition of the 
world championship was the 
semifinal between Hendry and his 
archrival Jimmy White. It was the 
toughest match of this betting 
scandal-marred c hampionship, a 
match That saw Hendry diained of all 
adrenalin after he scored the 147 
break, which many pundits rate as the 
best ever maximum in the history of 
the game. 

After the semifinal, Hendry was the 
first to acknowledge White's flair, 
"He's got so much of talent that he 
should have won the title 50 times," 
he said ol his rival's ability. Coming 
from his nemesis it was a compliment 
to White who came sot lose to being 
world champion on many 
occasions but never won it. 

The match against While drained 
him so much that he was down ^-4 in 
the first session of the final against 
Bond. But, HcMidry as always was at 
his dangerous best when the chips 
were down. "I just have it in me that 
when danger threatens. I have a lot of 
reserve," remarked Hendry alter 
winning the final. 

For five years now .Stephen Hendry 
has continuously proven his 
dominance on,the snooker circuit, and 
there seems to be no one to take up the 
gauntlet against him. 

And all because of a half size 
snooker table, 27 years ago. • 
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VARIETY 


BYT S VENKATARAMAN 

K riTS have been used for 
many interesting 
purposes—^for espionage 
delivering messages, and 
calling for arms and troops In 1752, 
Benjamin Franklin flew a silk kite in a 
thunderstorm to prove that lightning 
and electricity were one and the same 
thing Alexander Wilson used a kite to 
measure the temperature at different 
atmospheric levels Kites have also 
been used for signalling telegraphy 
meteorology and jihoiography Long, 
long before the airplane was invented 
men flew kites and began to 
understand the science of 
aerodynamics Indeed kite flying is 
the oldest form of aerodynamic 
studies 

The history of kites is as colourful as 
the kites themselves Some believe 
kites were first flown in China around 
the second century BC Kite flying is 
an old tradition in China, and Marco 
Polo, the thirteenth'Ccntury Venetian 
traveller documented the C hinese 



art. fsk-j 'u i\ • 
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HIGH 

FLYING! 

KITE FLYING is a popular national pastime. 
To be a good flyer is an art and it takes years 
of practice, to become skilful. An analysis of 
this much neglected sport which is growing 
by leaps and bounds 

technique of kite flying, along with 
gunpowder, in 1282 AD In fact the 
advent of kities in India is mainly 
attributed to Chinese traders but 
some claim that it was the Moghals 
who introduced India to flying kites 
Others argue that there are references 
to kites m ancient books like the 
Rjin^yana so where else could kite 
flying have originate, but in India* 

We practise a really unique style of 
flying kites—^we fly what are known 
as "'Indian Fighter Kites ' and the 
string we use is coated with glass, 
known as manja We have kite fights, 
known as peek, and cut other kites in 
the sky with our manja The best 
fighter kites and manja are made in 
Bareilly, Lucknow, Jaipur and Agra, 

Manja is always wrapped around 
what IS known as a phnki or Charkhi 
and US quality and ability to cut can be 
judged by the thickness of thread and 
the feel of its glass coating The best 
manja for a pcch is the bank manja 
the thread, thin, and the glass coating 
very fine The colour of the manja has 
nothing to do with its cutting ability 
The making and flying of kites is a 
craft, and cutting another kite by 
having a pcch, an art Both kite flying 
and kite cutting are sports wherein the 
skills of a flyer arc honed over many 
years Placing the thread and tying the 
knot, or kanni, m the kite is an 
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intricate and precise craft. The way 
the kanni is lied decides the 
behaviour of the kite in the air—it can 
make the kite more responsive, stable, 
or even neutral in handling. Expert 
flyers tie the kanni to match the 
velocity of the wind and the type of 
kite and ma/iya used. 

The two most popular ways off 
cutting a kite in a pech are either by 
pulling on the manja — ghaseting ^— 
or by letting the manja go — dhil. The 
way one pulls— ghasets — orlet'sgo 
—dhils —in coordination with the 
conditions of the moment—wind 
speed and direaion, and the weight of 
the kite—are all important to the 
final outcome. 

Handling the manja deftly, the 
expert can make a kite stop exactly 
where he wants, or make it dance 


and weave to their music across the 
sky. The expert flyer usually displays, 
and develops, good co-ordination 
between his arms, strong, sensitive 
fingers, and excellent judgement of 
distance and wind direaions. He also 
knows the difference between good 
and bad manja and kites, and is able to 
choose what is best suited to his style 
of fighting. 

Shahnban Mohammed Ali is one 
such expert—a true kite enthusiast. 
He was even invited to the Swiss Kite 
Festival, August 9-19, 1991. He went 
along with his son, Ahsan, and 
demonstrated the craft of making 
Indian kites, and flying and cutting 
kites Indian style. Getting off with 
flying colours, he and his Indian 
Fighter Kites were a major attraction 
at the festival, and received many 
certificates and accolades. 



Many enthusiasts make it a point to 
fly kites on the Fourteenth of 
January— Makar Sankranti, the kite 
flying festival—and that is what keeps 
this ancient art alive. The sport is 
thriving in Gujarat and Uttar Pradesh, 
as it is a form of celebrating Makar 
Sankranth and that, itself, is 
honoured as a state holiday. 

Makar Sankranti is a truly 
important festival for Gujaratis. Kite 
Flying Day is a unique occasion in 
Gujarat, and is celebrated with great 
enthusiasm and splendour ail over. 
The entire population, young and old 
alike, surrender to the joys of kite 
flying from dawn to dusk. The blue 
January sky is enlivened by myriad 
kites in all sorts of shapes and colours. 
Kites soar into the sky, their lines 
moving as if alive, and every rooftop is 
crowded to capacity as each kite flyer 
endeavours to outdo his neighbour. 

In Bombay, it is essentially 
celebrated by the Gujarati community 
and kite flying enthusiasts, but 
members of other communities in this 
cosmopolitan city also participate 
with enthusiasm. The sky over certain 
Gujarati-populated localities—like 
Zaveri Bazar, Bhuleshwar, Kaibadevi, 
Prathna Samaj and Wakeshwar—is 
full of kites battling each other for 
domination. The air is charged with 
excitement and joy, and many an 
elder, and others not so old, can be 
seen tugging away happily. 

Obviously, kite fighting is not a 
street sport. Akbar fought kites, and so 
did the Maharajah of Porbander. 

Man vinder Singh of Bharwani, 

Indore, for one, is an avid kite flyer; 90 
per cent of the diamond community 
in Bombay is engagged in it. Kite 
flying clubs and associations abound, 
with members like Ajit Wadekar, 

Kiran More, navy officers and 
nawabs, hosting frequent 
tournaments. 

The international kite festival is 
gaining popularity and attraaing 
foreign tourists. In faa. New Delhi 
hosted the international kite festival 
on January 14. And in the long run, 
these festivals attraas more of us to 
look at the beauty of kites and put 
them up, where they belong • 
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INTERVIEW 


SPWD: This wasnT the most 
memorable season for you. 
especially Sharjah? 

VINODKAMBII Yeah You can say 
that I have to settle down once again 
1 m still in and out of the side I he 
Pakistan match experience was 
terrible I got dropped after that 
Now I need to do a bit of repairing 
work 

You must be looking forward to 
the coming season in a big way? 

Oh yes I m looking forward to the 
New /ealand team s Indian toui 
They 11 be playing three Test matches 
and 1 VC got about five months for 
preparation Man I tell you, 1 m going 
to concentrate more and more I have 
to do well It s just a matter of time 

If reports are to be believed you 
went to the veteran coach Vasant 
Amladi toYectify certain technical 


INTERVIEW WITH VINOD KAMBLI 

DOWN.... 
BUTSURELY 
NOTOUT! 

The out-of-form batsman spoke to Gautam 
Bhattacharya about his problems and how he 
intends to solve them. 



weaknesses? 

It was before the Ranji Trophy final. I 
was praaising when he came and met 
me at the ground. I needed to know 
the finer art of hooking and pulling. 
.He showed me that. If you remember, 
in the final I remained hundred not 
out. And incidentally more than forty 
per cent of the runs came from hooks 
and pull. 

Your erstwhile coach Achrekar 
and Amladi represent two, 
completely different schools of 
thought as far as cricket coaching 
is concerned. Don't they? I 
thought. It was close to sacrilege 
for an Achrekar student to walk 
up to Amladi and ask for a revised 
opinion? 

(Hesitates. No, no the point is 
whenever I'm in any difficulty I ask 
whoever in around. I mean, whoever 
is knowledgable. I take the good 
points from everybody. If we are on 




tour and 1 can't solve a certain 
problem 1 seek an opinion from 
Gavaskar. Sunnybhai has always been 
very supportive. 

If you talk about Sir Achrekar I'll only 
say that what I am today is because of 
him. He has really made me a compaa 
batsman. Earlier, I used to throw my 
bat around whenever I crossed the 
thirties. It was Sir who made me 
run-hungry. 

That's precisely the point I'm 
trying to make. How come almost 
di-spensing with your earlier 
coach you went over to another? 
Apart from learning the finer 
points of hooking and pulling, 
you've also changed your stance 


I His racenl lack of fbrai has aiada Kambli 
oirannMira kuniinf for siiccms 

wwwis ssiVi w oiiNa^ga g sws wwiawwv 

and there also I presume, the 
Amladi influence has worked. 

Yes, now I'm no longer keeping my 
bat high up. I've decided to follow 
Amladi's advice. I've gone back to my 
original stance of keeping my bat on 
the ground. 

But you always maintained this 
stance (of keeping the bat 
waist-high) gave you a lot of 
freedom? More importantly, it 
fetched you two Test double 
hundreds... 

True, I was very comfonable with 
that. But I found out later, against 
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genuine quick bowling it was working 
to my disadvantage. I was bringing my 
bat down a fraaion of a second late. 

You have always been eager to 
learn and hardly make the same 
mistake twice. Yet both in the 
flnal Test against the West Indies 
and at Sharjah^ the leg stump was 
left exposed. It looked as bad as a 
school boyish dismissals.... 

At Shaijah what happened was I 
couldn't sec my guard Whenever you 
take guard, you mark it with your 


spikes clearly. But that day the mark 
somehow disappeared. So in effect, I 
was standing on the middle stump 
which I didn't realise. And then 1 
shuffled further keeping the leg stump 
wide open. 

You normally take a leg stump 
guard, don't you? 

I normally take middle and leg. But 
now I'm standing outside the leg 
stump. That is as per Gavaskar's 
advice. He told me to stand slightly 
outside the leg stump. Now even if I 
shuffle a bit... 

You're actually on the leg stump? 

Yes, that's the ideal position. You 
don't have to shuffle any more. 


Fine, the Shaijah debacle has 
been explained. What about 
Mohali against the Windies? 

Mohali was different The pressure 
possibly had got to me. And then the 
ball had also kept very low. 1 tried 
flicking it missed the line. 

How disappointed were you for 
failing to come good against the 
West Indies? , 

Very disappointed. I had a fairly good 
senes against them in the one-dayers 
mcluding a useful knock in the Wills 
fmal at Calcutta. In the Bombay Test 
match also, I had started off well. Got 
fony-odd runs before playing a stupid 
shot. Subsequently, however, I fell on 
the defensive; didn't attack their 
bowlers for the remainmg pan of the 
senes. Taaically, that has been a 
mistake which Sachin never made. He 
played aggressively throughout. 
Sachin can pull and hook and he 
played those shots intelligently. 

Do you realise that just after one 
bad season people have begun to 
doubt your class? 

Well everybody goes through this 
phase and I must as well accept it. 

That's a very good attitude, but 
deep down in your heart don't 
you get angry when you see even a 
man on the street talking about 
your so-called technical flaws? 

You have to take this kind of criticism 
very coolly. You shouldn't let it upset 
you. You know, I have to keep quiet, 
concentrate harder and perform. The 
public will always remain public. They 
will only praise the rising sun. They 
always forget that it is the sun that 
goes down in the evening which 
comes up the next day. 

If I recall correctly, years back in 
an interview to our magazine you 
had said, while Sachin has taken 
an elevator on his way to the top 
you have to nake do with the 
staircase. Then, two years later 
you modified your statement by 
saying the staircase ride has 
almost matched the journey of 
Sachin's elevator. 








INTERVIEW 


This was after scoring the second 
double hundred at Kotla against 
Zlmbahwe. Now post-Mohalt 
post-Shaijah where does the 




elevator-staircase equation 
stand? 

(Smiles) Normally, I don't compare 
myself to Sachin. He is a tremendous 
batsman. 

But remember what 1 told you. People 
only praise the rising sun. They don't 
realise that every sunset is followed by 


a sunrise. The very next day. 

You look like a wounded soldier? 

I just pray and pray to God that I'll be 
working very hard. 'But please God, 
let your blessings be with me.' Mark 
my words. I'm just waiting for my 
time. 



You have always maintained that 
Sachin was In the highest 
category of cricketers. But don^t 
you feel that at times people go 
overboard with the praise. Some 
experts has even remarked that 
he Is a greater bat than Gavaskar. 
Now Isn^t that a bit too much? 

I've told you in the past that 
companson between players of that 
calibre should never 1^ encouraged. I 
mean, Sachin and Gavaskar, they 
being to two different schools of 
batting. How can you compare'’ And 
so does Lara. 

Okay, if you were to pick one who 
would you choose for your team? 

I'll take all three (laughs) 

Finally, tell us about your 
encounter with Amitabh 
Bachchan. First hand reports 
suggest that you entertained him 
a lot at Kapil Dev's book release 
dinner, I believe, you recited 
famous dialogues from his films 
In typical Bachchan-accent? 

Oh, yes, it was a dream come true for 
me. I bumped into Amitabh at the Taj 
Palace lobby and couldn't take my 
eyes off him. Worse, I was even left 
speechless. There he was, my hero, 
standing about six yards away from 
me and I was completely awestruck. 
Would you believe it? Finally, 
Amitabh came over and shook hands. 
He said. I've been following your 
career with great interest. Carry on 
like this. Meanwhile, 1 had collected 
myself a bit and told him, 'Sir, I've 
been your biggest fan. I've seen all the 
films of yours. I'm crazy about you. 
Amitabh just smiled, and then at the 
party while 1 recited lines from 
Agneepath he seemed highly amused. 




1 II West Indian cricketers travel 
/ \ the same path as their predecessors 
* ^ have done weighed down almost 

unbearably by the hopes of the 
people of the Caribbean, who would be 
extravagant in their praise, and if the team 
fails to live up to what is expected of it brutal 
and unforgiving in their condemnation To 
doubt that is to ignore another essential 
characteristic of West Indian cricket devotion 
To make the point, I need only say this 


When Garry Sobers, then without question 
the greatest cncketer in the world, made an 
all-too-sporting declaration against Cohn 
Cowdrey's England team at the Queen's Park 
Oval in Port'Of-Spam in 1968 and lost the Test 
match, he had to be given police protection to 
leave the ground 

To make sure he understood preasely what 
Trinidadians thought of his reckless 
squandering of their collective honour, 
effigies of the great man were ceremonially 
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burnt in several pans ot the capital 
throughout the course of a warm, unsettled 
night 

In 1995 nothing about the sense of that 
incident nearly 30 years ago has changed 
West Indian cncket supporters demand 
success, repeatedly and continually Nothing 
less IS acceptable In Barbados in January, I 
listened with incredulity to a local radio 
phone-in programme on the subject Why is it 
that since his record-breaking Test score 


against England in Antigua, Brian Lara has 
failed to fulfil his potential as a West Indies 
batsman*^ 

West Indies were at ihai time on one of 
those seemingly interminable round robin 
tours in the Far East, from which they would 
end up in Australia and New Zealand, before 
returning home to play a proper Test series 
against the Australians The discussion about 
Lara's 'failure' went on for more than an 
hour Listeners' comments on this 'tragedy' 


The West Indiens are no 
longer the unteuchables, 
as Mark Taylor and hia men 
proved recently 
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SANTOSHG 


Now the ronaistaiice of 
Wool Mian cricket will 
roH on the rather doliceto 
ahouldors of one Mr. Brian 
Chariot Lara 
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FOCUS 


were eagerly solicited and a-prize of some sort 
was offered to the person who came up with 
the best explanation for Lara's disappointing 
run. 

I thought the offer of the 'prize' was a neat 
touch, the inviting loving-cup laced with 
poison. The good radio listeners of Barbados 
fell for it and duly obliged. Egged on by the 
host of the radio phone-in, they devised all 
sorts of ingenious explanations about why 
Lara wasn't serving his team well—although 
if I remember correaly he hadn't batted 
particularly badly. He simply hadn't made a 
rash of centuries and double Ihundreds and he 
hadn't made over 300 in any one innings. 

That was close to treason. 

It's easy to dismiss this whole silly episode 
with a shrug. The fact that even on refleaion 1 
still believe it has a certain relevance brings 
me to my other point about the state of West 
Indies cricket. The best way of introducing it is 
this. The programme was being done by a 
radio station in Barbados. Lara is Trinidadian. 
No Trinidadian radio presenter would have 
attempted to get a similar discussion started. 

He would have been told after five minutes 
flat by a succession of callers that the premise 
was absurd and that the whole thing was 
blatant nonsense. The Barbados programme 
was another illustration of the fact that West 
Indian cricket, and more specifically the West 
Indies cricket team, is still one of the more 
popular receptacles for the surging passions of 
inter-island rivalry. 

On the last England tour of the Caribbean, 
one Barbadian commentator was heanily 
jeered by fans in Trinidad because it was felt 
that the only basis for his criticism of the 
Trinidadian opening batsman Phil Simmons 
was that he was Trinidadian. 

When the West Indies Federation died of 
V factionalism not very long after its birth in 
/ 1958, the great boast of the time was that in 

. ^ the wake of a political disaster at least an^unified 

West Indies cncket team had been salvaged. 

I There are people in the region today who 
would argue that any perceived unity is 
proving increasingly to be skin-deep. 

Once upon a time inter-island rivalry was 
regarded by visiting commentators as a 
charming idiosyncrasy. There are those like 
the great Trevor Bailey who are firmly of the 
view that it's not as bad as it used to be. I am 
not too sure. It is strongly argued in some 
quarters that the rivalry between the islands is 
now in grave danger of becoming the 
dominant criterion about the way West Indies 


teams are seieaed The point is surely this: if it 
happens at all, after all this time, when the 
islands should have become accustomed to 
demonstrating much more maturity, then it 
falls far short of the highest standards of 
professionalism demanded in today's sport. 

Some of the smaller islands in the 
Caribbean chain believe that they were 
neglected in former years. They may well 
have a point, given that it is understandable 
that they should be anxious to see a change in 
the perception that they were once 
second-class citizens. It must also be true that 
West Indian seleaion committees will always 
have the delicate task of striking a careful 
balance between inter-island diplomacy, 
which can never be totally discounted of 
course, and choosing the party for England on 
a professional assessment of cricket ability. 

It's to be hoped that the problem has not 
already eaten too far into the body corporate 
of West Indies cricket. I must confess I'm not 

The rivalry between the 
islands is now in grave 
danger of becoming tho 
dominant criterion about 
the way West Indies 
teams are selected 

sure. Some of the empirical evidence leads 
one to the suspicion that perhaps it already 
has. 

Let me provide one example of what 1 
mean. I never cease to be amazed by the fact 
that West Indies cricket has sedulously 
avoided finding a place in its management 
set-up for one of its most successful captains 
ever, Clive Lloyd. Lloyd succeeded in bringing 
the West Indies team to levels of 
professionalism which the late Frank Worrell 
never had the time to achieve and which 
Garry Sobers seemed disinclined to do for a 
variety of reasons 

Lloyd's record as a great motivator seems 
obvious to everyone outside West Indies. The 
Australians tried at one stage to recruit him for 
their splendid cricket academy. Here in 
Britain, he has been approached to serve on 
the Sports Council. He is—unless I've totally 
misunderstood what I hear—in demand in 
other pans of the world too, notably in the 
Near East and in South Africa. But it has 
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FOCUS 


APARTHilD, WESTINDIAN STYU? 

Tk0fifU0wiHi^^mHin0ktteri4mimhNske4as thek^d 
Utter in WIsSeie^MtetMiont^f^sMay 1995 isme^ 


Q Oirra AJWCA MomM tom liUtinuttlMial okket for uiii|ne«n ycArs because 

3 o( the tadst po&des limits gDyemmem* fiut wity is the Nelsonian eye ado|>ted where 
tto pdicir of tto West Indies Ctidcct Bowd httt beim'hiackS'Only'for the past 15> 17 
years? 

It started years ago when CBve lioyd'was selected to displace Rohan Kanhai as 
captain of die West Indies team to tour India. KanhaL as is well-known, is of East Indies 
background. This tstheman wha because he played lor a country dub <d mixed races 
against other dubs ofblacks and hidians in South Africa, was exiled tom Guyana by its 
government headed by Forbes Burnham. 

AfterUoydcame Vlv Richards, who was very proud to lead the 'African'team. 
Ridiaidson is perpetuaUng the tradition. During these years, with Clyde Walcott of 
Barbados as West Indies Board president, cricketers of East Indian background from 
Trinidad and Guyana were ignored. 

Is Guyarui being nullified as a cricket country, its players being made obsolete at Test 
level? Roy Fredericks, a Guyanese, was a Test setector for a very short time. 

Barbatfians have bear monopoUsing almost every position (around 95%) in the 
West Indies Ctkket Board, Rohan Kanhal probaUy eruoyed his poridon as West hufies 
coach, but the man surely deserved mote than that. To crown bis career he should 
have been appointed as manager for the tour of England this summer. Ihis is the 
unkindest cut. 

Wes Hall, after his playing days, never served West Indies cricket He served 
Barbados as sports (andtourimi) minister, yet he has been amwinted manager of this 
tour. 

When an the black players, including Clive Uoyd, opted for the Packer drcus in 
Australia in 1977—for the money, thus betraying their loyalty to West Indies 
crkket—Alvin KalUchanan was aiqrointed attain of the Test team, which was cmly 
second-rate. Whathappened whcm Uoyd and ccmmany returned? A oonq>roinise was 
reached, no penalty, more pay, and Kallicharran was uncwemoniously dunked, He is 
not a Mack. 

Are there no more Kanhida, Kallicbaitana, Solomons add Madrays in Guyana? Ihere 
ls,ofc(Hirse, ShivtuuineChanderpaul,Uttle does he know how prec^rioushlsposldcm 
tn the West hufies dde is. Let time prove me wrong. 

V 

WhatcrfTttoidadyitoinoreRaiiMwfliins. AsgaiuHSi touTWU»*UdSkdhnqyeitf to 
Goddards, no AtUnsons. imRoy MarriialhofBaihgdosf^totanfuA^ ' „ 

Janudca? - ^ ' 

hutlm strong opinton of unmfonurribeiscdtion^iiacteandcertatoii^ai^fiiatslnatl v 

ChveiJtoydwasmtapultedh>mtitatuqMwyiuid^t(^tht^Ito«j^<ill^^ ’■'^e 

selectedfortheGeq^townTcstagatosiBnitotdfotPRA 11^^ JVi 

thhpericHinui^toMnttltlfiedanaddetedfmmaltihfii^iQ^ ^ ^ 

nfonttbUMsai 
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proved impossible for the West Indians to 
graft him into their system. 

Perhaps the sponsorship the West Indies 
Board recently succeeded in negotiating with 
a Caribbean resort company might change 
things. With England's fortunes now being 
masterminded by the canny Ray Illingworth 
and with Australia's under the guidance of 
Bobby Simpson, the time has come for West 
India to take a more professional approach to 
the supervision of the team. The appointment 
of a manager on a long-term contraa would 
be infinitely preferable to the current 
'Buggins' turn' syndrome. 

This long-term view is important because of 
the necessity of finding and nurturing new 
West Indian cricket talent. The evidence of the 
domestic Red Stripe competition is that the 
young Talent is there. It needs the assistance 
and the care of a better system. The problem of 
too little or no money at all has always been 
the bane of the lives of dedicated West Indian 
cricket administrators. The recent 
sponsorship deal should help alleviate this 
nagging difficulty. 

It should be possible now to begin thinking 
about the creation of a West Indian cricket 
academy. And even economically strapped 
West Indian governments must be made to 
realise that to invest in West Indian cricket is 
to exploit a resource which is common to all 
the islands, in which they all share justifiable 
pride, and one which continues to reflect well 
on the region abroad. They have all basked in 
the glory when the cricket team has 
triumphed on the playing fields of Trent 
Bridge and Melbourne. Now the time has 
come to pay up. 

I have no idea whether it is strictly accurate 
to suggest that young West Indians are 
gradually losing their great passion for cricket. 
But over the last two years or so I've heard the 


I never cease to ba 
amazed by the feet that 
West Indies crieket has 
sednieasly avoided 
finding a place in Hs 
menegement setHip for 
one eff its meet snccessliil 
ceptiins ever« Clive Uoyd 



case put many times. It is based on the premise 
that with the greater penetration of American 
sport in West Indian life mainly through 
TV—^jaseball and basketball especially—rhe 
high point of enthusiasm for cricket may have 
passed. If it were true it would be another 
reason surely to invest more in the promotion 
of the game now. 

This drift away from cricket may not be 
happening. Wes Hall, former West Indies fast 
bowler and former Barbadian Minister of 
Sport, and the man who manages the West 
IndiansTin England this summer, has been 
openly speculating recently about the 
possibility of West Indian professional 
cricketers forsaking league cricket in England 
to allow their talents to be used at home in 
West Indies. Thai would be something. Far 
from a drift away from cricket, it might be a 
positive way of encouraging the youth. We 
shall see. # 


Dccmoiid HiyMS! bis 
turpricccmittioii 
from fimtemn ID tour 


Engimid conM prove 
coolly to Iho Woft 

Indloo 


VMSOEN CRICKET MONTHLY 
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A iVm TUB AI Vli 
/\lvU IHEw/%lBTiT 


The Australians accounted far a WestlHdian 
defeat for the first time in 22 years and 
proved conclusively that they are the 
unofficial world champions in cricket 


bMn nice u»hav« 
arou^Mt." 

lilie Austnltao t«am cnae hm 
crldcet aAd itAaMPed in their 
aiqpr^di to the gaii^'lUAcil^ 8 




J tM WILSON, a q)om reporter 
for Melbourne's Channel 
Seven news team, is 
accustomed to delivering his 
pieces to camera in an orderly fashion, 
but things were very dlfferem the day 
Australia clinched the series against 
the West Indies at Sabina Park Wilson 
delivered his report while standing 
among a throngof Australian 
suniorteis. One had to struggle to pkk 
him out among the revellers and his 
cnsp prose was all but drowned out by 
the cheenng around him 
Even Wilson's appearance changed 
substantially in the couple of minutes 
that It took him to deliver his report. 
One moment he was bare-headed, the 
next someone had draped an absurd 
hat on his head and only seconds later, 
the green and white spotted hat was 
replaced by an Akubra, the dassic 
stockman's hat that is synonymous 
with the tough Aussie spint Then 
someone waved an Australian flag 
across Wilson's frame as he signed off. 

It was sheer high-spinted revelry 
and the news editors at Channel 
Seven had the good sense to retam 
every frame of the film to be shown on 
pnme-time news that mght It was 
dasdc live television reporting and it 
captured perfectly the spirit of the 
celebrations at Sabina Park 
The end had come, httmgly 
enough, with Mark Taylor takmg the 
final catcli to dismiss Kenneth 
Bei^min off Shane Watne, giving 
Australia victory in the fourth Test 
ttid a2*1 series victory with more 
l|ni|^y to spare. It was Australia's 
viaory against the West 



mdiessinoBthe 5>I victory^ 

1975-76, butBKHefiiqicMtantly, 
Australia's first series trtoiuirih on 
Caribbean soil sliice fim Chappell lead 
hissidetoa2-0viic:t(ttyitt 1972-73. 

Richardson lacked the grace to 
publldy give credit to the victois. 

'This is the weakest AustraBan team I 
have ever played againri,* Richardson 
said at thepresottations, in a 
statement that WiB go down fit htstoiy 
to equate with Tony Chelg's liifamotis 
"We'll make them grovel’ commeot. 

Rkhardstm, whotookoverthe 
captaincy fiomVIv Richards in 1991, 
said, ‘We lost the series rather than 
Australia won it. We allowed them to 
beat us and for some teasem dnottgh 
the series we Just couldn't bat. We 
never batted for more than aday and 
didn't do ourselves justioe. Defeat 
hurts real real bad. We Just tilowed 
them to outplay us. If we had idayed 
them to our potendal we would have 
beaten them convincing^. We 
allowed ourselves to become 
complacent.* 

But depending cm who you listened 
to, things were notthat great within 
me West Indtes team. According to 
team <xMd) Andy IfobettK the former 4 
great fost bowIer« his bovrieistSd not 
pay any heed to his advtoe. They « 
won't listen to me. Ihey aie getti^ 
dder and ongtmdbaPEhigtri^^f^ 
are getiliqi slower. They havegot id" 
listen to me.* IhahatttQi^KmbMiSl ‘ 
R(dieits,leftmiidimlwdei^ttmtaiM 
some membenof theteimi *dhf 
apply Uiemsalv^kM eaglet > 

tlMmsdvasdowii^' 
wemtsoforastnaitii.] 



ooititam wbmiiis pw ftofikMn 
Utile idttctentiMid j^eeoedlp 


■\ 








goMit Thcint^isaiill^tt^^ it overnight/ 

ta«SS22r.2I2!^2f““ II»twap«Hewtoma4efl>l. 

<*WP»ll*w«eolaluneaie 

lOAlitigttO 531. 

M«i|( levloif. Who Idsted t!he {>ninl; 
Wenmtt Tr^hy v<4)«ii H wittheiH^ 
|o him, he WM the hafqitew man 

ih wmkl etldtet,'*it's defhiitdy |]^ 
Jtilldlight IdkiiYt 
^ 81 ^ better than this over my 
o^ndncyoaieer The first year (in 
o^taincy) )um Just been lantmtic. 1 
oinddn't have adeed for any more. I 
started out with a pair and a one*run 
toss and ended up by winning die Sir 
lYanfc WotkU Trophy, rd take exactly 
the same next year.' 

C^vtoudy rm going tosay it's an 
tnyoyiMc tour because we wop,' said 
faylw.'fiutwhenttwas l>l,|saidlt 
was an outstanduig tour because both 
sides played the right sort of cricket. 
It’s as gooda quality cricket as Pve 
everidayed. You couldn't afford to 
nudto a mhtake. There were very few 
inddenis. Both sides got on withit 
Wehad afew beers with the West 
fikUaiiir and they bade few beets with 

m* Ihamjntirepleasttitiles 
eidhangitoaB ti^way thttoughitaiid 
io B|ethsa*5howTest Cdthet should 
jito tdayed. Bof^ sides played it tough 
h) the field aiidT think everyone who 
plhyed in die series enloyedit. 

^«oiy jebto make the sideplayas 
ihgtfm «k m piayandithink rve 
' ilHdtfiid^ttfi».tnthe 

yei5 we werefiat. Ihttoed arid f 
fuyit were waiting for the Test; 
46ii£d|^ tot^anmtwi and that 
wasd^mds ihkttotttday^h^ 
andwe^Ntjeatlyph^ . 















uiun Years 


Season 

Opp. 

P 

W 

la 

D 

(WI) 

Ceptabu (Oppotl* 


(Vcniie- 

> 

Aus (H) 







ttan) 

1972-73 

5 


2 

3 

Kanhai 


Ian 








Chappell 

1973 

Eng (A) 

3 

2 

_ 

1 

Kanhai 

— 

Illingwor¬ 









th 

1973-74 

Bng(H) 

5 

1 

1 

3 

Kanhai 


Mike 

Denness 

1974-75 

ind <A) 

5 

3 

2 

— 

Lloyd 

— 

Pataudi* 

1974-75 

Pak <A) 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Iloyd 

— 

Intikhab 

1975-76 

Aus (A> 

6 

1 

5 

— 

Uoyd 

— 

Greg 









ChappeU 

1975-76 

Ind <H) 

4 

2 

1 

1 

Lloyd 

— 

Bedl 

1976 

Eng (A) 

5 

3 

— 

2 

Lloyd 

— 

Greig 

1976-77 

Pak <H) 

5 

2 

1 

2 

Lloyd 

— 

Mushtaq 

1977-78 

Aus <H) 

5 

3 

1 

1 

Lloyd/Kalhchar— 

Simpson 







ran 



1978-79 

Ind (A) 

6 

— 

1 

5 

Kallicharran 

— 

Gavaskar 

1979-80 

Aus (A) 

3 

2 

— 

1 

Lloyd* 

— 

Greg 









Chappell 

1979-80 

NZ(A) 

3 

— 

1 

2 

Lloyd 

_ 

Howaith 

1980 

Eng (A) 

5 

1 

_ 

4 

Lloyd* 

.... 

Botham 

1980 81 

Pak (A) 

4 

1 

— 

3 

IJoyd 

— 

Miandad 

1980-81 

Eng(H) 

4 

2 

— 

2 

Lloyd 

_ 

Botham 

1981-82 

Aus (A) 

3 

1 

1 

1 

Lloyd 


Greg 

Chappell 

1982-83 

Ind(H) 

5 

2 

— 

3 

Lloyd 

— 

Kapil 

1983-84 

Ind (A) 

6 

3 

— 

3 

Lloyd 

— 

Kapil 

1983-84 

Aus <H) 

5 

3 

— 

2 

Lloyd 

— 

Hughes 

1984 

Eng (A) 

5 

5 

— 

— 

Lloyd 

— 

Gower 

1984-85 

Aus (A) 

5 

3 

1 

1 

Lloyd 

— 

Hughes/ 









Border 

1984-83 

NZ(H) 

4 

2 

— 

2 

Richards 

— 

Howarth 

1985-86 

Eng(H) 

5 

5 

— 

— 

Richards 

— 

Gower 

1986-87 

Pak (A) 

3 

1 

1 

I 

Richards 

— 

Imran 

1986-87 

NZ(A) 

3 

1 

1 

1 

Richards 

— 

Coney 

1987-88 

Ind (A) 

4 

1 

1 

2 

Richards 


Vcngsark 

adShastn 

1987-88 

Pak (H) 

3 

1 

1 

1 

Richards 

.... 

Imran 

1988 

Eng (A) 

5 

4 

— 

1 

Richards 

— 

Gatting* 

1988-89 

Aus (A) 

5 

3 

1 

1 

Richards 

— 

Border 

1988-89 

Ind(H) 

4 

3 

— 

1 

Richards 

— 

Vengsark 

1989-90 

Eng (HI 

4 

2 

1 

1 

Richards* 

... 

ar 

Gooch** 

1990-91 

Pak (A) 

3 

1 

1 

1 

Haynes 


Imran 

1990-91 

Aus (H) 

5 

2 

1 

2 

Ric^rds 

— 

Border 

1991 

Eng (A) 

5 

2 

2 

1 

Richards 

— 

Gooch 

1991-92 

SA(H) 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Richardson 

— 

Wessels 

1992-93 

Aus (A| 

5 

2 

1 

2 

Richardson 

— 

Border 

1992-93 

Pak(H) 

3 

2 

— 

1 

Richardson 

— 

Akram 

1993-94 

SL(A) 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Richardson 

— 

Ranatun- 









88 

1993-94 

Eng(H) 

5 

3 

1 

1 

Richardson* 

■— 

Atherton 

1994-95 

bid (A) 

3 

1 

1 

1 

Walsh 


Azharud- 









dm 

1994-95 

NZ(A) 

2 

1 

— 

1 

Walsh 

— 

Rutherfo¬ 









rd 

1994-95 

Aus(H) 

4 

1 

2 

1 

Richardson 

— 

Taylor 


176 

79 

32 

65* 





Note: H stands for home, A for away senes 
•Indkates that another player deputes ui one or more Tests 
1974*7S-Venkataraghavan, 1979-80 Dertylc Murray, 1980 KMiaids, 1989-90 
Haynes and Lamb, 1993-94-Walsh 

• In 1988, Ganing was removed after the farst Test, Bmbiuey after two Tests. Cowdl- 
ley and Gooch captained En^nd m the other four Tests 

Note: The line indicates when West Indies lost their last Test series 
^ywheie. The chait In its entirety depicts the West mdiss WbUffOg motk 
athomeover the last 22 years. 

CompHadbyRavilCamSmnstava ^ 


they've p^yed superbly. We didn't 
quite have the pace of the West Indies, 
didn't quite have at rimes the flair 
the West Indies, but we had a retfy 
good piofesrional cncket team and 
they pulled out all the sttqis.* 

’The team has been outstanding. 
We had a couple of guys leave the tour 
in Craig McDermon and Damlm 
Fleming—our two fronthne bowlers. 
We needed guys to come forward and 
put their hand up and we foimd three 
guys—'Brandon Julian, Paul Relflel 
and Glenn McGrath who've done it 
superbly Badt in Australia a lot of 
people would have thought our 
chance of winning had gone, but the 
guys didn't think that and they used it 
as an opportunity to show how good 
they were. 

’Everyone has backed them up 
We’ve held all our catches apart from 
today but that's the way it goes— 
everyone has rallied arotmd each 




o&tet. We've had rightanniqvick 
bowlm, we've had teftann<iuid( 
bowlers, Shane Wame who can bowl 
great legspin, Mark Waugh bowlir^ a 
few offies, Steve Waugh bovtdlhg 
some mlxed-up medium pace, slower 
balls what have you. We've made the 
most of our potential. * 

*11ie West indies didn't know how 
we were going to bowl. They knew 
Waraey was going to turn the 
legspinners but they didn't know a lot 
about Glenn McGrath, Paul RelffeL 
Brendon Julian and they didn't know 
a lot about Steve Waugh bowlinga 
few mixups. We knew how they were 
going to bowl and that's the 
advantage we had over them this 
series. The West Indies have been 
better players of fast, short-pitched 


la Maat ha saWthattMa was 


I nt: a I 


The West Siidleslfnthi^ji sertm et hcmie; 22yearsa|k)! hf'iW3>it^f^^ 
Austit^ (0>2).Slncethen. the West Indies Were uiidefeafedat hdiMbv^ 
idseiies. ’ 

The last time the west hrdies lost a Test series was 15 years ago, toNeW-' 
Zealand when they lost the Dunedfii Test by one wicket hr June, 1980. 
Since then, they remained undefeated in 29 Test series <16 at home and 13 
abroad) which induded llSTests, outof which they won 59andlostoidy 
16. Of the 29 series they remained undefeated, they Wj^n 20 and drew 9. ‘ 

Hgures indudes the latest West Indie$>Australia series and pertain to the 
West Indies performance since they lost a Test series, i.e. in 1980irjNew . 
Zealand. 


At home: 
Abroad: 

Tests 

52 

67 

119 

Won 

29 

31 

60 

Drawn 

17 

25 

42 

Lost 

6 

11 

17 



Series 

Won 

Drawn 

lost 


At home: 

13 

11 

1 

1 


Abroad: 

17 

9 

8 

0 



30 

20 

9 

1 



COMPNn>WHAnm*SM>CHATTOMtlHYAY 



bowling than the rest of the wortd. 
This series we handled it a lot better, 
we weren't intimidated by it, we 
knew it was going to come and we all 
wore a few at times. We didn't bowl 
anywhere near as many short-pitched 
balls as they did but we had other 
ways of getting them out. * 

*I wouldn't call it easy. We won by 
10 wickets and by an innings but we 
also lost by nine widcets in Trinidad. 
That's the sort of cricket it was— 
really high quality stuff all series—if 
you had a bad day you fell a long way 
behind and that's what happened to 
us the third day in Trinidad It 
happened to the West Indies on a 
couple of days and we got the 
ascendancy and went. We've always 
had a good cricket side but vw've 
tended to foil away at times. This time 
we were strong. We lost in Trinidad 
and everyone thought it was going to 
happen again but we wanted it that 
batOy, 

*If you can beat the world 
cbam]dons which the West hufies 
were and have been for 15 years, on 
their home soil and on dteirwkk^ 
you are obviously abetter erkket 
team than they are.* And Insaybif 
he oermlnly chose 1^ wosdfiinoic 
canfutty thatsiihk! id(^ 


4 » 




'Desert 

Wars' 

T HB ardde, 'Desert Wars', 
{SportswoiU. 29th March) 
was worth reading. It isreaUysad 
to see that in spite of the presence 
of so many talented layers, India 
has been ^aten so frequently at 
Sharjah. In the last 11 encounters 
(including the recent one), India 
has managed to beat Pakistan 
only once. 

It proves that the players are 
aaually capable but they ate 
cowed down at Sha^ah by a 
strange 'Pakistan' complex. It 
actually started in 1986 when 
NOandad pulled off a sensational 
victory by hitting a last-ball six. 
But itine years have passed since 
that eyent. Also, Pakistan cricket 
is being tipped apart by internal 
dissensions. But still, we were not 
able to defeat them when we met 
once again at Sluajah. 
SOMSHANKERRAY. 

Cakutia. 


MuilAnandl 

* 

TTBAIBBBLT oongratulaAms 
Xltflimir V|shwanathan Anarid 
for potting up an htctedible 
pafdmuince against Gata 
iiUuuiky and Acttirig tip the world 
. dress tide dash with Gatrty 
Kasparov. Ilie way things ate 
qde would favour Anand 
ffitr tise oown arid if he does win 
thaiheimdoobtedlywoiildbe. 
eaikid'the greatest Indian 
^itsmen ever.' We aU have oof 
on the Sepiembet 



TheWarofth« 

Booklaa 

jrpHB War of the Wau^', 

X'The Word Wats', *1116 ; 

Desert Wats'—I wtmder wdiy 
youglveussomanyqieculationa' 
on the outonne of these'wars' 
when all of them are decided by .. 
thebooUes. 

Don't you think ycM sbotilUI. 
give us the latest pddsoinlltiijMi:£^<'T^ 


■A Daydream 





'ls'soDi^.htnjg; very :';. 

•: I '. wetting- 

. ' I:' sieve Waugh bi-the i^<$e'.' -. 
\ ' iJL. 'The way that he look;, eyn' 
hilfof ctgoi^ssanddeteriialiiurtlhiv ' 
the intensecuucefUrattoAattd - 
abaoii>hQin in/evAybaU. thie.qulck 
reflexes and the aeetoii^y ' . 
impervious attitude to the hairage of 
short-pitched bouncers that were 
hurled at him, The result: hi the final 
Test at Kingston of the recent West 
Indiea—Australla series, it was he 
who made the difference between 
victory and defeat, 

A courageous'200 in the face of very 
hosti^ bowUi^. Oyer and^trixrv^ ttiah-s 
hescM^Shaifcciantfib^toofeM - 
catdies.and ftW wickecs, an ofWfaldt 


r cMit dbuted to Austrafia whining the 
; t^es and the West Indies losing a 
hi^ 

V^rs. Steve Waugh was named the 
Kian ofTheMatdiand also bagged . 
the Man Of The Series awatd. His 
- se^Wtlm aggregate: 429 runs at a 
'^eik^c^l 1<^.2S; 

Said Steve, who had at one time 
been dropped; from the team and had ' 
been replae^ by his brother Mark, 
"Mentally, rye got abit tougher,, 
probably frmnr all the setbacks and 
being dioppedle^ having a hxde from 
die outdde'for I's months, 1 really 
wah«edto.gjBitiackiuthere.ldidn't -'. 
want <0 watt^ a^ m^Testoiefcet, i 
wanted to he|<artp^lt; i knqfw-what 



'^i (n''fhe'Ajudrlg|«a^n^.#^1t^ 
aitotherthing'^hikj^iij^nffi!^ <'> 

’,yOu are In thc'teaj^ji^^iM^ 
'guaranteedaspiE^h^^U'^^ - 

ke^ wmiking W 

grow older, you^gii^lnjtehdnfVohi:., 
gauM “ r ■ 

weakhes^";:j>:'.\;’''.’'’ ■ ’ 

Suffertti^tdgL^ijilindv'' 

determination apd^tenat^ylhS^i^ 

; Waugh, The pain of 
.'the pain of watching the;planelnye;';' >. 
-Ajiii^afia Without hirmMt led to 
- thtr(M|kecti(iMi and then to.renewM 
deif^tihhiat^^ ' 

hls <^y in crisis and <^hia<g» thM ■ 

^a|ow the red.character dfdman^At^" 

^js^fiy^fpr .Steve Wangh>''-.An<i 






’ibki^6|SWuh«ttet 

•vi^snhBiy^rtiot '> • r ■’ 

Ihi^ew'i cc^ - ■% .-il. 








■■ 












V •'\:' Avx.-^:V',V^5:^ 
■ ■,; ' ft-I- y ^ 


.\ i <v.‘’v‘'=''‘':.;^ 


■J"'. 

■’ 'r' ,--■' V v: ■ 


FOR GjBpRI 

One of the greatest chess players M the history of the gahfe^ 


in SeptemlHr. But this Uhte^ms^ 
challenger with a fe^lp^cchafU^ 




t'\> ' / -H 

; x £;')■?/«: 




, wr DS ViWlOSHU BUTTA 


>■:/ 


"'- I Inthe 199l-93i:yde,Wgd,Shoit,fou|^tiUi^'’/ 
‘ - '• ■ waythtoughtoachaHehgeriMttdliwIilcii , .!', 
H,,-;'','''.'* •'^' ';_jy"r - spaikdioftan’oiganisiitidifalsplitth^has'; ;■?;, 
IRSOR, Mrrbc, op the been discussed threadbare. HoW^en.^e;^ >' 

' : .. . BnglishnMnlost<x»nprehendv^y!ft ^P<^Ac.;,V 

!' theii^aU'.T’ ;.«^lleh|e<nai(ch4nul ^^Sbon's rM^ipreved v- 

»'1^.<liei^'Ciejdade'.',';'' ;'>iwa^iiMtlCarip^h<dbeamieialbbre>-T^tHi^^^ 
less.wnuldhayehiiiy.. hwsstliltbebwtlnt^ '■*,"^ 


the mirror world of chess, wipuld hayehniy. '. [ sras stliithe besthi thelnM 
oneanswertothat<iuesdQn>-(janiKaq>aroy. I .'; hi 1994, the edge staged going otf' 


Is the anstyer subjed t^el^tngei^lh.'the. 
challenge otVlmaiupiht^'l'^naii^tfi^;)^^ '■ 




. |tespajnw'sg|uhe,jPeddcaluid;ieav^.i^^ 
and in the chess world seemed to occtijpy die 


aumhmy the^ ' . j man more than the iesttictedaieiia of tito'M: 


tli1S9«,llM 

Bd||0 8UlltOd in 1987 wherihe wtmdhelasti^tn^^dftbc . 

going off SevUIa matcha^inst Katpi^, to tte scores at 

KaSOarov's 12eachandretalnbts.tlt)e. ; 

aaniL DaIMmI TIU 1990, AnatoIylUdpby.tyaetlmetemal 

ganiO. rOiniCal challenger. The super K^ot^tesied .14101144 
UphOOVai in gamesSpread over Ste years.and Aveinatches 

Russia and in and card retained a.neehml^diiiO-yidaa.N 


, appearstobea'TealMid'tcha*»,'V ;■ 
Even the baie.honeli of ^ias^^s n^rd is 
awesome. Oi 1 d85, he ecaated hiht^ by 
beccmdngtheyotu9«esfy)r0rid<l^n^aat. . 


aqinuj^.ind-ji'^I^eces, ' . .■• •,•■■•.■’*■•“';• 

' /.Putihmillpnof'a oon^ehess.adtdbii^^ 
CbUiioiCbaage ,amuchpobilds<^ab^a^^l; 
bis threatened ArmenUmconqsati^f^^ 


22. After that, ^.idoiR.^ere;<wi^^ { thed<«>Sti(eebof j3aicu, and ayd^^ 


disci^ the future of 

at interviews were symptoms. Thehi^ j&iat 
was placed se»nd ttyl'ee at meeis.aiidt ' ^ ? 

kno<^ed-out.of'seyende^ playwittsa^?;':^^ 


17 tosses, in.tetvveen Wihh!hg,jsit4'j^fel^^ enerj^ flhdui0^U^g<^ 

the title, he not^ed’uj^ afidn4oti|Sv. .V.^^ .'''. 




uphoaval in 
Russia and in 
the chess 
world saemad 
to occupy the 


woriu swumua , !ouniamemr^Wr»»fonBMf.bml^ ■"■•■'7.■^ihtebciwbSieinaeBMrltoadfe'c tti^^ 

to occupy the bating first ida'ce iheyr^wunieih^^ > 

.man more than • 

elkA _..-8-.L-j By 1989; fusparoviivmadtnome^^ ds 

arail^^B4^** having overtaken bodhfaR(|^\|«^ 

sipiaros and S2 j had^ din^ to^ 


area of 64 

sifuaresandSZ 

piPeaa 






44 


ideas and check for reliabliUy as well. Ljwt • ’ | 
yeah the creative well appeared t.o be dryfittg;. 

*The only real weakness Kasparov has ever ,• 
exhibited arises from the psychological guirk 
of overconfidence that he shares with that 
enigmatic genius Bobby Fischer. Kasparov . 
has a tendency to overpress against sound, yet 
fearless, counter-punching defence. Many of 
Kasparov's losses have come when he has 


insisted on tt^g.to, 
equal positions and paiUtad 
comer. •’' *•; V.' "'1 iv' 

In 1995,' follovyi^ U»« raivtt><^»®beiM:wKy 

Fide, Kasparov appears tube fpc^SstajgWdw .' 

strongly. He has had tiK^ cqindst^TfC^t^;!.' 
this year and he has been. r^fate<|1^ 
of the ratiitg list. Some of his rec^t gahii^ ^ 
at Riga, for instance-show that ^ Is back ^ 

dose to his best. The extra ihotiyatlota ' 


The combined 
experience of 
Senghineger 
end U$ Palmes 
shows that 
Anand also has 
the 

iemperament 
ahdAghtlng 
spliil required 
lol^Mbeck 
eftir4 
tfe^hetatiitg 




TO.E TIMES WORl.?S Cii 







Kinlfef i^vatilse hJm Intiwi 
-rhuli^^ih^ Anand.'' 

' $i$ll.' ^re appears to be ho^ i0r Anand,. 
fwnnpst, a peripd of ind^ 
\r^V}^jl)^ihdWidiat Kasparov - 

fa^ialM^SMitathing many had bagun to ' 

I. dpttjM.' i^'dUui ac« has an extremely 

]li :reH>ae|iitftit retord against Kasparov, a tnhius 



.attii%>w,:ii4th theadditiori.<!d;l^tiir r, 

-m!i^'j^ii»^e,baapirirttyh^q^ , '.' 
backt^> .ilus of ope^njl vvill pot. 

be oi)a.#8^'iiat,ihe'ma|ch«~|^ 


'Aeco^Ipniplari^tie^bf^nghhT^ 
arid {«a$ I^aip^ shows ttpit Apw^ ^50 has tho' 
temperament and fighting spirit tequh’ed to 
fight back ahiera devastatlngkPlsMn a 20 gamp : 
diampionship match he t^hiaye the time ' . ;' 
and space to redwer even If he starts poorly - 
and concedes an eatly lead,. ' 


' ' ‘ \ \ . .v''* ’i" *■* > ' 

The Indian ^nenger has P^ ^cceitsfh^ji; 
disciplined his style to .(msumt^t ha ,ta|peS 

fewer risks than previously. Hb.techht^ue^s.^ 
impiovedtotheppiiutPhem.‘hi!e;(^n ''* •' 

confidemiy cohvenan initialadyahtagP 
without giving couhteiplay or hblda ^ 

marginally Inferior position vvithout slippl^. 
downhilL 


He has another potent weapoh; dp hj|a '' vv 
sleeve. Anand likes playing against ihjfi.. ' . 
Sidlian Defence which is Kasparov's mftn :: 
option with black. He has a vary tUi^ .winning 
ratio against the Sicilian and if he cmt bust fr 
early and force the champion to'^tdh-^ ; 
defence, that would be a strongb^oW^^ . , 

Incidentally, two o( Ahand's ytoS;7 A 

against Kasparov have conoe ypipu»t)^7:; 
SlctUan and he has .never lost n^h' rim WtikO \' 

pieces against the diamirioin; 7 ;’ : . ' ' . 

.Puivtyfromtlmraring.an^4$p!iand.' 
■appeiistohayeaJ5percehi4^ri<e,m,i;hp.>.i;7ji 
matdh. Most analysts reckon his t^nge'of; ■" 
style, opening CreatIvity,.impro^Cd.ii^V^i[.v <7. 
streitgth and fighting ^irtt ki enougj^td p^^ 
h up to forty per cent-ph}Sr<‘Hi^iaii^ " 
ifCasparoyte dose^to his.best 

: fnpractic»,ifAnanddSng<S|aii!<§^.i«ad;' 
amd {day soliij^y themaft«p;:^fj^)ri^ 
pcmmriy c&nb oy^r thpffo ppfos»t m«t|ir 7 

ail ptMsjblescgQAi^'ti!^^ 
phiyerKHisimyyriifboyery..^^ 
,ppf-d«stre<rt','^v‘7.V'.'' ''■ 77,''-'-> 1 ,, v'"7;’'' 



S I L L y P O I N T 



It's not easy to be a witch doctor these days 


Ntfws Quote: “We arc jf^oodside. But 
we lost control ol our tempers and our 
heads. We don 7 have much 
experumee of big tournaments ," 
defender Luis Lagos of Honduras, 
after si\ players were sent off, during a 
match against The Metherlands, at the 
World Youth soc cer championships at 
Doha. 

Q ADDULOSBANDOOK 
knew I hat he was in 
trouble. The witch 
doctor—l>arebodied and 
wearing a grass skin — was silling 
cross-legged on a mat of banana leaves 
at ihe side of the football field. And, in 
' front of his amazed eyes, he saw the 
tempers ol ihe six Honduran players 
slip out of their ears and go sailing out 
of the stadium. 

"Free at last, free at last," an 
Over-excited Temper sang, "Thank 
God almighty, weTe free at last!" 

As the tempers left the heads, the 
players went crazy. They kicked the 
shins of the Dutch players, they lore 
the grass off the field, they ripped the 
football apart and finally, they 
wrenched off the g()alposis and threw 
it to one side. The referee had no 
option but to call off the match. 

Qaddulos Bandook was puzzled by 
what had happened. So he took out his 
wireless cum fax machine, which was 
a while skull, with a plug attached to 
the eye socket. He pressed on the 
switch and immediately got in touch 
with the players. 

"So why this show of temper/" 
Qaddulos Bandook said. 

"The magic potion was not magical 
at all\Hot Temper said, "instead of 
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putting in caterpillars' eggs and bat 
saliva, you put in frogs' legs and ants' 
whiskers. You know that we hate 
whiskers. Why couldn't you put in 
ostrich kidneys? You just wanted to 
cut down on expenses, isn't it?" 

Qaddulos Bandook said in a 
whining voice, "I am sorry. Please 
come back. Because of this temper 
tantrum by you, my career as a witch 
doctor could be finished. You know 
what Grand Vizier Baba Bhendre will 
do to me. Please come back!" 

"We are sorry," Good Temper 
gently replied, "but it feels great to be 
free. Although we know that the 
heads will be disappointed that they 
have lost their tempers." 

Meanwhile, in Outer Mongolia, 
Grand Vizier Baba Bhendre was 
watching the match on TV, while 
sippMiig a bowl of tiger soup. And he 
became incensed as he watched the 
tempers leave the players. 

"That stupid fool, Qaddulos 
Bandook," he shouted, his eyes 
Jutting out from behind his black 
rimmed spectacles, "I should not have 
sent him on special deputation to the 
Honduras. Does the fool know that, as 
doctors, we come under the purview 
of the Consumer Protection Act? Does 
he know that we can be sued for 
millions of dollars or (devalued) 
rupees, for providing cheap quality 
magic pollutions...! mean, potions. 
Bring the fool in front of my eyes." 

An aide sent a fax message to 
Bandook. It came out of the mouth of 
the skull, lying next to Qaddulos 
Bandook. When he read the message, 
asking him to report back 
immediately to Outer Mongolia, 


Qaddulos Bandook began to shiver 
and shake. In sheer desperation, he 
sent a fax message to famous lawyer, 
Anjali Kapoor, to represent him. 

The lawyer replied, "It has always 
been my Fantasy lo represent a witch 
doctor and that too, someone as 
Debonair as you are. 1 am a Playgiri 
Mr. Qaddulos Bandook and Chastity, I 
assure you, is not my middle name at 
all." 

So Bandook and Kapoor appeared 
before Baba Bendre's face. The lawyer 
was dressed in a light brown brithday 
suit with a black bowtie. 

Baba Bhendre adjusted his while 
silk shawl around his shoulders, looked 
at the bowtie and said dryly, "Why are 
you overdressed my dear? This is not 
Bombay and you are not Mani 
Ratnam...so you have nothing to fear." 

An emboldened Kapoor ripped off 
the bowtie and Baba Bhendre said, 
"Okay Qaddulos Bandook, what is 
your defence?" 

"Baba," Anjali Kapoor said, in a 
husky voice, "the stuff that he had 
bought, to make the magic potion, 
was spurious. That's why the tempers 
couldn't handle it." 

"No, I don't believe that. He's a 
witch doctor with enormous 
experience. He can detect spurious 
stuff from half a mile away...Bandook, 

1 feel like deporting you now. After ail, 
you are a Bong from Hong Kong and 
even though your President King 
Kong is a friend of mine and you 
belong to his Cong party...I don't care 
about all that. Let me remind you that 
this is not the time of former Grand 
Vizier Baba Bawar, that bawarchi 
from Bandra, who roams around in a 



CARTOON BY ARTHUR LAROOZO 


Daewoo car presented by Dawood 
Baba " Qaddulos Bandooksaid as 
the two flower garlands hanging from 
his earlobe s shook with fear ”1 know I 
have let down the Honduran team 
and the repiiiaiion of witch doctors 
Please spare me this lime It will not 
happen again " 

Baba Bhendre bit into a piece of 
pig s snout and then he drank the 
golden drink made famous by a 
former PM of India 

The Hondurans will never employ 
us again," Baba Bhendre said but 
teekhai I might pardon you 
provided you get rid of the lawyer 1 
want the law to take its own course 
Also you need a spin doctor my dear 
witch doctor Why don t you hire 
Bundini Brown the black bee and 
butterfly keeper of Mohammad Ah 
and PR man extraordinary >" 

Qaddulos Bandook nodded and 
then he took Anjali Kapoor outside 
and told her she was dismissed 
Bandook/ a frustrated Kapoor 
said "you are just a frightened son of a 
gun " 


The witch doctor did not say 
anything Instead, he went back and 
stood in front of the Grand Vizier his 
hands joined together in supplication 
Kiss my feet " Baba Bhendre said 
The witch doctor threw himself to the 
ground and kissed and licked the 
grand Vizier's feet Then Baba 
Bhendre stood up rolled down his 
white dhoti turned around and said 
"Now kiss my a 

As Bandook was about to do that 
Baba Bhendre s stomach, full of pig s 
snout and tiger soup and the golden 
drink had a combustible reaaion and 
without any advance warning he let 
out a bottom explosion of such 
magnitude, that instead of the 
tempers fleeing Qaddulos Bandook 
the whole brain fled 

So now in the zoo of Outer 
Mongolia in a specially constructed 
cage there lives a witch doctor with 
his hair reaching to his waist 

"Now here's a witch doaor who has 
let down his hair," Baba Bhendre said, 
with a wry smile, as he took out a new 
batch of young aspiring witch donors 


on their Babies Day Out Qaddulos 
Bandook wanted to be The Last 
Action Hero Instead he ended up as 
Bandook The Barbarian 

Baba Bhendre smiled again as 
ArnieSwazzic a pygmy wearing a 
brown loincloth stood nearby taking 
notes Swazzie because of his size 
had been a Kindergarten Lop but 
now he had been appointed as the 
Baba s official biographer 

Arnie " shouted Baba Bhendre 
"are you noting down all the True Lies 
that lam saying'>" 

Yes Baba, you are my Papa and I 
am gaga " the biographer said humbly 
Good " said Baba Bhendre as he 
looked at the young people in front of 
him "to get along with me there is 
only one policy " 

Baba what is it*>" asked a soft, 
musical voice which belonged to the 
only female m the group, Urvashi 
" Take it easy policy ," came the ensp 
reply 

Shevlin Sebastian 
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That 15 what Damon 
Hill put on show to win 
his second consecutive 
Formula One race of the 
season. It also took him 
to the top of the Drivers' 
Championship for the 
first time in his career 


K 0 JAC:Ul..i 


^ N eerie hush pervaded the 
\ circuit when the cars and 
i ^ drivers lined up for the 
H ^ Start of the San Marino GP 
All the drivers present were reminded 
of their mortality and how they 
constantly flirted with death, by the 
photograph of one Mr Ayrton Senna 
which adorned the wall at the circuit's 
Tamburello Corner During the 
minute's silence they observed as a 
mark of respect to their departed 
colleagues Senna and Roland 
Ratzenberger, each relived the 
anguish and fear the two deaths had 
wrought on them After paying their 
homage and as each dnver broke off 
from the semi circle, it dawned on 
them that it was back to another day at 
the office 

The San Marino GP, provided one 
of the best races of the year so far, but 
Damon Hill proved conclusively once 
again that his new-found confidence 
has made him one of the best and most 
competent drivers on the arcuit Hill, 
whf) has won 11 Grand Pnx races in 
bat^ly 18 months with a wm-to-races 





rano of almost 30%, now leads the Throughout the season he has looked 
Drivcrs'Championship tally for the first strangely vulnerable, compared to the 
time m his short career and there is a confident, aggressive driver that we 

good chance that at the end of the '95 saw last year. Schumacher who got 

season, his name will still top the list his first pole posinon of the season. 
The challenge that was supposed to crashed out on the 11th lap, when he 

come from Michael Schumacher, the spun into a concrete wall while 

winner of last year's Dnvers' coming up the brow of a hill at 150 

Chamoionships, somehow has not yet mph. The crash npped off the tyres of 

matenalised so far this season his car, and the impact saw man and 









nuchlne hurtling badcwards Into a 
tyre barrier All present, looked on in 
disbellei recalling Senna’s fatal crash 
last year but Schumacher came out 
unscathed. 

After the retirement of Schumacher 
the pace really picked up and the race 
develtqted into a tremendous battle 
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between Rothmans-William Renault 
and Ferrari, with all four drivers of 
both the teams battling it out. Initially 
it was Gerhard Berger who took the 
lead, but then some calculated driving 
by Hill saw him take the lead when 
Berger went in for a prolonged pit 
stop. 

With Hill well on his way to victory, 
the fight for the second place between 
Alesi and Coulthard. increased in 
intensity and which resulted in Alesi 
accusing Schumacher of dangerous 
driving. Coulthard who had spun out 


I on lap 29. retained second place but 
I dropped to fourth position when he 
was penalised 10 seconds in the 
stop-and-go pit box after speeding in 
the pit lane. Incidentally. Nigel 
Mansell who raced for the first time 
this season, finished lOih. 2 laps 
behind Hill. 

There was no stopping Mr 
Consistent, Damon Hill though. 
Notching up another 10 points after 
his second consecutive victory— 
leading Jean Alesi by a clear 18.5 
seconds—Hill dedicated the win to his 


HHI ctlabrates hit win at the San Marino GP. 
Flanking him on the victory podium am Jaan 
Aioti (loft) and Garliard Bargor. who cama 
aacond and third, raapoctivoly 

former team-mate Ayrton Senna. Hill 
said after the race. "I was very 
emotional in the car at the end of the 
race, because soon after you cross the 
finish line you go past the place where 
Ayrton had his accident. You 
remember all the things that# 
happened last year and how things 
have changed in this sport. It is like 
mountains and valleys. The highs and 
the lows are very very distinct. I think 
it was a good race and Ayrton would 
have approved." 

Most certainly Senna would have 
approved Hill's cool, calculated racing 
throughout the race. Another person 
who really appreciated Hill's skills was 
his wife Georgie who celebrated her 
birthday after Hill's victory. 

Incidentally, the victory was the 
best birthday present he could give his 
wife, whose birthday fell on the day 
prior to the race. • 


Formula 1 


World Champions. 
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OUT 

Byron Black exposed the fact that Leander Paes still has 
miles to go before he can break the top 100 barrier 


C HALLENGER-LFVEl ATP 
Tour meets are not meant 
Jor upwardly mobile 
top-100 pros like Byron 
Black If the boy-laced Zimbabwean 
still entered the $50,000 Cjiilf Oil 
Indian Open at Bombay he had a 
mission A two-fold mission to be 
more precise winsome cheap 
matches during a week in which he 
had no ATP computer points to 
defend and to team up with brother 
Wayne to help his doubles ranking 
move closer to double-digits 
It wasn t going to be a cakewalk, for 
sure Though Black was the lone 
top-100 player in the field of 32, there 
was a clutch of dreamy-eyed, 
determined journeymen who were 
striving to pile on the points and inch 
their way closer to the magical figure 
of '100' on the ATP computer list 
Leading that pack of stubborn 
challengers was none other than 
home favourite and defending 
champion Leander Paes 
Then, there was the heat faaor Not 
only was the mercury touching the 
37-38 Celsius mark regularly, the 
humidity was almost always above 
95%. Playing two sessions scarcely 
helped the players' cause 
But Black handled such 
adversities quite adeptly. In winning 
nine matches during the week^to 
sweep both the titles on offci, Black 
demonstrated what tunneNvisioned 
focussing is all about. En route to the 
final, three of his four opponents took 


Zbababwaaii Byron Blaek wlm IwihIM hit 
•dvfffoliioa quHo Mlo|rtly. holds aloft Bio 
Bfinnor^s Bophy 
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nun to a deciding set Yet not once did 
Black panic Ne\cr did he give the 
inipresMon that he was losing hold ot a 
inau h Not even in the semis against 
the towering Dick Norman who 
breezed through the first set in 25 
minutes with two breaks 

The Belgian southpaw who at 
SIX foot nine is possibly the world s 
tallest tennis plavei let go 
thiindeibolt serves which would have 
done even a Goran Ivanisevic ptoiid 
Having crossed ihe Norman hurdle 
Black was at his fluent best in the 
title deciding clash with Paes 
Returning consistently well and 
passing Paes at will Black showed 

Defending chempion Leander Paes had to be 
content with the runner-up trophy after losing 
to a far superior rival in the final 


what It takes to be in the top-80 for a 
prolonged period of time 
Paes had everything going for him 
in a tournament where he had to 
perform The conditions were 
familiar the crowd backed him to the 
hilt and the draw couldn't have been 
kinder He started off with two 
businesslike victories over Swiss 
Loren/o Manta and an aggressive Asif 
Ismail His quarterfinal opponent 
Sandeep Kirtane, who pulled a groin 
muscle dining the closing stages of his 
heroic three set win over Israeli Eyal 
Ran was not fit enough to play And 
in the semis his mtimidalmg 
charge-the-nei-come-whai-may 
tactic threw Laurence Tielcman s 
rugged baseline game completely off 
rhythm The22-year-oId 
Belgium-born Italian who had 


combined with Paes to topple 
Sampras-Ivanisevic and 
Reneberg-Wheaton in the 1993 
Queen's Club meet, was a pathetic 
sight as tunc without number he was 
caught stranded embarrassingly at the 
backtouri by a Paes chip or drop 
volley Even the presence of his 
girlfriend was not inspiration enough 
for Tieleman to lift his game 
Three siraight-set verdicts ejn route 
to the final augured well for Paes This 
was as good a chance as any Paes 
would get to master a man who was 
50 slots higher on the ATP computer 
He failed and quite miserably 
Conscious of Black s exalted status, 
Paes was edgy from the very first 
point And as the match progressed, 
the Indian's brittle backcourt game 
got thoroughly exposed by the 

VISHALOLWE 
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Zimbabwean who missed very few 
balls. As against Tieleman, Paes 
started off by rushing to the net but 
soon found out that Black's quality of 
returns and passes was far superior. 
And when Paes tried sparring from 
the baseline, he discovered that he 
didn't have enough ammunition in 
his armoury to overcome Black's 
solidity. His first serves rarely 
landed—an old malady he had soned 
out in the last six months. His 
volleying was pathetic--he missed as 
many as he doesn't usually miss in a 
year. In short. Paes' game was in ruins. 
And all because he was up against a 
rival who had above*average 
gfoundstrokes. 

That is the key. really. His overall 
maturity notwithstanding. Paes has 
got to realise that the only way he can 
break the top-100 or progress even i 
further is to develop better skills from 
the badecourt. Nine out of 10 


Tba humiditif In Bombay was quita unbaarabla 
forcing the Black brotkofa to taka tholtar 

serve-and-volley specialists have the 
ability to win rallies slaying back, if the 
need arises. Not Paes. 

He did manage to protect all but 10 
points he made at the Bombay 
Challenger last year. But the 
disappointment of having failed to 
beat a higher-ranked player yet again, 
stuck out like a sore thumb. If we 
ignore his famous Davis Cup exploits. 
Paes has had very limited success 
against top-100 men. And that, in 
itself, is a worrying piece of statistic. 

The unexpected presence of Jim 
Pugh, winner of three Grand Slam 
doubles crowns, the 
efficiently-managed (by Procam 
Sports) and well-supported 
(title-sponsors Gulf Oil shelled out Rs 
33 lakh and co-sponsors IDBI Rs 16 
lakh) event an added glamour. 


A review of the Indian Open would 
be grossly incomplete without the 
mention of Sandeep Kiriane. Once a 
wonderboy of the Indian team who lost 
his way after significant 
breakthroughs as a junior four-five 
years ago. Kirianc took this 
opportunity to announce his second 
coming. Refused a wild card by the 
AITA, the determined Puncite 
worked his way through the 
qualifying rounds and toppled two 
foreigners who were a good 600 slots 
superior on the rankings list. By 
beating Neil Borwick and Eyal Ran. 
Kirtane proved to himself and his 
fellow-Indians that it's not all that 
difficult breaking into the top-200 or 
250. A strong will and sincere effort 
can push the Ismails. Kirtanes. Narlas 
to the 'realistic zone'. 

That will be a great day for Indian 
tennis. 

Amitava Das Gupta. Bombay 
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OTHER EVENTS 

MAY 24 San Jose athle¬ 
tics Grand Prix, Euro¬ 
pean men's basketball 
qlfy rd, Birmingham, 
European Cup football 
final European rhyth¬ 
mic gym final Telford 

MAY 25 European 
men's basketball qlfy rd 
Birmingham European 
rhythmic gym final 
Telford 

MAY 26 European 
men's basketball qlfy rd, 
Birmingham, European 
rhythmic gym final Tel¬ 
ford, PGA Champion 
ship Wentworth 


PRIME SPORTS THIS 


MAY 27 European 
men's basketball qlfy rd, 
Birmingham PGA 

Championship 
Wentworth 

MAY 28 European 
men's basketball qlfy rd, 
Birmingham PGA 

Championship, Went¬ 
worth, Monaco Formula 
1 Grand Pnx, Monte Car 
lo, Indianapolis Indycar 
World Series) Indiana 
Nigerian Open TT Lagos 



MAY 29 Football Lea¬ 
gue play-off final Wem¬ 
bley, PGA Champion¬ 
ship, Wentworth, Nigen- 
an Open TT, Lagos, 
French Open tennis, 
Roland Garros 

MAY 30 Bratislava ath¬ 
letics Grand Pnx II Ben¬ 
son & Hedges Cup cricket 
quarterfinal Nigerian 
Open TT, Lagos Euro¬ 
pean men's weight- 
lifting, Poland, French 
Open tennis Roland 
Garros 

MAY 31 Nigerian Open 
TT I agos European 
men s lifting, Poland 
French Open tennis 
Roland Garros 

JUNE I St Denis athle¬ 
tics Grand Pnx II Nigeri¬ 
an Open TT, Lagos, Euro 
pean men's lifting 
Poland, French Open ten 
nis Roland Garros 
JUNF 2 European 
men s lifting Poland 
French Open tennis 
Roland Garros 
JUNE 3 Seville athletics 
Grand Pnx II French 
Open tennis Roland 
Garros 

lUNP 4 Multi-nations 
boxing champ, Liver- 

The Grand Prix alhlatics 
sarnon ia In full awing and 
tha baat atara can ba aaan 
in action 




Sargi Bniguara: Will ha ba 
abla to main tha French 
Open crown? 

pool Milwaukee (Indy 
car World Senes) 
Wisconsin French Open 
tennis, Roland Garros 
JUNE 5Hengelo athle 
tics Grand Prix II, 
Moscow athletics Grand 
Pnx II Multi-nations 
boxing champ Liver¬ 
pool, French Open ten¬ 
nis, Roland Garros 

JUNE 6, Multi-nations 
boxing champ Liver¬ 
pool, French Open ten¬ 
nis, Roland Garros 








































FORTNIGHT 

EVENTS ON PRIME SPORTS 


FORMULA 1 WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS: Many FI fans 
and drivers will look back at the 1994 season as a year in 
turmoil with two deaths and one driver sent into a lengthy 
coma Ayrton Senna and Roland Rat/enberger both died 
behind the wheel and Karl Weiidlinger's life was put in 
jeopardy The World Championship came down to the last 
race in which Michael Schumacher collided with Damon Hill, 
knocking both diivcrs out ol the race but at the end of it all it 
was Schumacher who won the championship on points And 
this season after the San Marino race it was Damon Hill who has 
the lead Will he be able to maintain the lead'> Watch him in 
action in the Monaco Grand Prix live on May 28 at 6 30 pm 



Formula Ono World Championships. Will Damon Hill bo ablo to win 
tha Monaco Grand Prix? 


Sunday 4 Formula Asia from Indonesia at 5 pm 


THE 79TH INDIANAPOLIS 500* Autoraang fans are in for 
a surprise when Piime Sports brings you one of the most 
prestigious racing events in the world live the Indianapolis 
500 from the famous speedway in Indianapolis, Indiana This 
500-mile race around the 2 5 mile oval circuit sees crowds in 
excess of 450 000 A1 Unser Jr of the Penske Mercedes-Benz 
team with an average speed of 160 872 mph won last year's 
race with a margin of victory ol 8 6 seconds Emerson Fittipaldi 
led the race 145 out of the 200 laps before crashing into the 
wall due to handling problems 

RAC ING 

Wednesday 24 German motorcycle Grand Prix highlights at 
11 30 pm and 10 30 

Thursday 25 Official film of the 1994 Indy 500 at 8 30 pm 
Friday 26 Official film of the 1994 Indy 500 at 5 30 am and 
11 30am 

Saturday 27 Motorcycle GP highlights at 2 30 pm 
Sunday 28 Motorcycle GP highlights at 4 am, official film of 
the 1994 Indy 500 Live FI Monte Carlo Grand Pnx at 6 30 pm 
and I ive 1995 Indy 500 at 9 pm 

Monday 29 Motorcycle GP highlights at 9 am, 1995 Indy 500 
at 9 30, FI Monte Carlo Grand P/ix at 1 pm. Superbikes from 
Donnington at 7 30 pm 

Tuesday 30| FI Monte Carlo at 10 pm, 1995 Indy 500 at 2 am, 
Superbikes from Donington at 12 30 am, 7.30 am and 12 noon 
Saturday 3 FI Monte Carlo Grand Pnx highlights at 4 pm 


SOCCER 

Wednesday 24 Fuibol Mundial at 10 pm and Chinese soccer 
highlights at 8 pm 

Thursday 25 Chinese soccer highlights at 10 am 

Friday 26 Asian football show at 3 30 pm 

Saturday 27 Asian football show at 11 30 pm and 4 30 am 

and European soccer show at 3 30 pm 

Sunday 28 European soccer show at 1 30 am and 6 30 am 

Tuesday 30 Futbol Mundial at 4 pm 

Wednesday 31 Futbol Mundial at 4 am and 12 noon 

Thursday 1 Chinese soccer highlights at 5 30 pm 

Friday 2 Asian football show at 3 30 pm 

Saturday 3 Asian football show at 9 30 pm 

Sunday 4 European soccer show at 4 am 

Monday 5 Eurofiean soccer show at 1 30 am 

Tuesday 6 Futbol Mundial at 4 pm and European soccer show 

at 8 30 pm 

WWF: 

Friday 26 Wrestling spotlight at 2 30 pm 

Saturday 27 Wrestling spotlight at 12 30 am and 5 30 am, and 

Mania at 4 30 pm 

Sunday 28 Wrestling Mania at 2 30 am and 5 30 am 
Friday 2 Wrestling spotlight at 2 30 pm 
Saturday 3 Wrestling spotlight at 9 30 pm and 5 30 am. Mama 
at 5 pm 

Sunday 4 Wrestling Mania at 2 30 am 
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"Let the others of my sex, tie the knots 
tiround their necks...Professor 
Higgins in 'My Fair Lady' 

^ IX years ago, when he first landed 
on the international cricket scene, 
Sachin Tendulkar had claimed that his 
two best friends were his hat and his 
Walkman. While there may have 
been some truth in that, the actual fact 
was that the young batsman didn't 
want to hurl any individual by 
naming names. So he played it safe. 

After the 25th of May, Sachin won't 
be able to afford that luxury, for on 
that day, he ties the knot with Anjali 
Mehta who will then officially 
become the person closest to his heart. 

He may be only 21, but Sachin is 
mature m mailers of life and I daresay, 
matters of the heart as well, f recall 
once asking him to nominate his 


favourite song at an official party. 
Everybody had expected him to come 
up with some rap or funk number, but 
he opted for Eric Clapton's liking love 
ballad Wonderful Tonight. 

Surprisingly, when as the Master of 
Ceremonies for that evening, I asked 
Vinod Kambli what his request was, 
he jokingly accused Sachin of stealing 
his favourite song. Kambli then went 
on to say how he liad sung Clapton's 
song in public to his wife, Noella at 
their wedding reception. 

Sachin won't be doing anything of 
that sort on the 25th, because heplans 
to have a low profile weddingjf that is 
possible—but he has once and for all 
put an end to all speculation about his 
love life. There was a lime when some 
publications had paired him off with 
Shilpa Shirodkar, even though the 
Sachin: 'Another one bites the dust' 



two had barely exchanged hothing 
more than courteous 'hellos'. But 
then that's the kind of rumour and 
ridiculous gossip some folks thrive on. 
Just like the absurd reports that 
Mohammad Azharuddin has plans of 
marrying former model and curently 
a never-was-has-been movie star 
Sangeeta Bijlani. 

Obviously this kind of irresponsible 
journalism would anger anybody 
who is at the receiving end and Azhar 
has every right to be livid, especially 
since he is a happily married man with 
a beautiful wife and two children he 
absolutely dotes over. 

Coming back to Sachin.his 

marriage will surely break a few 
hearts all around the country. But 
there is still good news for the girls,for 
there are still a few guys in the Indian 
team who are "single and free to 
mingle". 

The bachelor's list includes 
Srinath, Anil Kumble, Nayan Mongia, 
Venkatesh Prasad and Ajay Jadeja. 
Venkatpathy Raju is another one who 
is shortly scheduled to follow in 
Sachin's footsteps and 'bite the dust'. 

Since we are on the subject of 
cricketers and marriage. I'm reminded 
of a very subtle joke concerning the 
two topics. When one first heard the 
joke, one couldn't really catch the 
subtlety of the punch line. But if you 
recall the technical aspects of Test 
cricket, then it could make for a laugh. 
Here goes: 

A cricketer on a visit to Saudi Arabia 
was invited to a Sheikh's house. He 
was Introduced to the host's harem, a 
line up of six beautiful lasses. 

"Six!" exclaimed the cricketer, 

"That's impressive". 

"Oh that's nothing, I know of one 
friend who has 25/' claimed the 
Sheikh. 

The cricketer was flabbergasted. 
"Twentyfive, how docs he managel" 
he sighed. 

"Why I believe," said the Sheikh. 
"There is one man in this country who 
has 90 wives." 

"Ninety, wow," exclaimed the 
cricketer. "After ninety, I would need a 
new ball." 

Andy O'Brien 





PREMIUM CHEWING TOBACCO 
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The siicngth and perseverance that has gcjne into every single run up 
of Kapil s /illion deliveries will continue to inspire players for years to 
come At 8’’ Km to a litre the 4S( hampion is another record holder A 
good reason for Kapil to choose it, when be is off the pitch. 
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COVER S T 0 R Y 


BOWLED 



O KAY, Sachin Tendulkar. 

We concede you've won 
the bailie. Thai too 
decisively. 

A casual observer might not realise 
how difficult was his task. Agreed 
Imran Khan and his beloved Haiqa 
had to pass through a much sterner 
test. The Indian press, for all its 
reputation is still in kindergarten 
when compared to their counieri)arts 
on the other side of the Suez. 

Almost two decades ago, 
Tendulkar's favourite cricketer had 
got married. He was easily much more 
controversial than this little fellow 
and slightly more colourful. Almost 
every time he saw a journalist, he 
made news. And yet he never had the 
entire press clinging onto him for a 
few photographs of the marriage 
reception or for an interview with his 
bride. 

But then that was 1974. The pre 
meida exploitation era which allowed 
Sunil Manohar Gavaskar's marriage 
logo almost unnoticed. Here on the 
25ih of May '95 and next day, Sachin 
Tendulkar had to do a lot of home 
work to ensure that the hopes and 
aspirations of the entire Indian media 
remained unfulfilled, at the risk of 
seriously offending them. These days, 
where the print media fail, at least the 
electronic (read TV networks) media 
somehow still manage. Here they 
suffered the same fate. The BBC TV 
crew's demand for an entry at the 
reception was turned down politely. 
Pranay Roy's Tonight also had to pack 
up even before they began to shoot. 

Incidentally, two weeks before, a 
foreign TV network reportedly had 
offered one crore for the live coverage 
of the marriage. And they were also 
not granted permission. 

Now one crore, is after all a big 
amount of money. It takes some kind 

Sachin and Anjali pose for photographers just 
illor the wedding ceremony 
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In somewhat low key fashion, India's cricketing hero 
SACHIN TENDULKAR married ANJALIMEHTA in 
Bombay recently. Gautam Bhattacharya was there and 
Gautam Patole provides the camera-coverage 



of a commiimeni and convinciion 
somewhere to turn it down At 22 
Sachin Tendulkar has made it amply 
clear what he can do with a cricket bat 
on the field This time he showed 
character of integrity He also proved 
that he can go to any lengths to 
dismiss the notion that a public figure 
has got no right over his private life 
Henceforth predictably that will be 
his agenda which is not exactly 
encouraging for the national press lor 
they might inereasingly find 
themselves in similar situations like 
this 

Even the venue of the honeymoon 
remained a wellguarded secret 
"Where do they propose to go? This 
correspondent had asked Apt 
Tendulkar in the well- attended roof 
terrace party Ajit Sachin s brother 
friend philosopher and guide 
broke into a smile. Even 1 wouldn t 
know Then possibly he realised that 
It was a bit too much and deserted the 
topic by saying Enjoy Ln|oy 
yourself 

Reporters from all over the countiy 
tried their best but no one could get a 
quote from Mrs Anjali Tendulkar 
photographers performed marginally 
better in that two of them did manage 
to get past the security One Calcutta 
based photographer had even (licked 
the real ceremony the exchange of 
garlands and the whole ceremony 
Yet his efforts went down the drain 
because as soon the security realised 
what he was there for. His reel was 
confiscated 

And seriously, what one saw 
outside the Jewel of India Hall on May 
2 5th would be diffit ult to forget in a 
hurry At least 60-70 persons armed 
with cameras were jumping up and 
down, like errant schoolkids being 
punished by the headmaster Many of 
them despite prior hints from the 
media, couldn't actually believe they 
would be treated as intruders The 







sultiy Bombay heal did little to 
improve their discomfort Someone 
(juite sensibly had soft drinks and 
snacks sent from inside the hall The 
physical thirst was temporarily 
quenched but where was the 
bridegioom and the elusive bndc^ 
The reporters were worse off What 
do you gel to know standing outside a 
hall turned forte^ss where you cannot 
even see shadows A veteran sports 
journalist working in a big national 
daily lor years observed ruelully You 
can t argue with the management 
Sachin Tendulkar sells His marriage 
sells even more So you ve to be here 
standing out in the scorching sun 
doing almost nothing 

The lack of adequate information 
was reflet led the next day m 
Bombay s highest selling midday 
pajK r 1 he y covered the story of a boy 
m detail who came down to Bombay 
with his parents for a holiday While 
c niermg tlie Nehru Planetarium 
about "JOO yards from the venue of the 
marriage this boy from Uttar Pradesh 
realisc'd his lavounte hero was )ust 
round the corner And lhat a very 
■rnportani drama of his life was being 
enacted there The boy did his best to 
have a glimpse of his God but failed 
expccitdly He then noted down the 

The Chief Minister of Mahersshtre makes his 
way to wish the newly-married couple 







The couple amve for tho recoptfon 

number of Tendulkar's car and was 
pleased that at least he had the car 
number so that when he went back he 
would have something to tell his 
friends 

On an average day this report 
would have either gone straight into 
the dustbin or maybe would have 
merited just two lines But this was no 
average day This was an occasion 
where the participants all shunned 
the press And thus our boy from Uttar 
Pradesh got a whole separate item 
Now when he goes back he'll surely 
have more than the car number to 
boast to his friends 

Normally, when the media fails to 
catch the 'king pin' it sets off for the 
side characters to procure vital 
information. Here even the sidies 
showed little inclination to talk like 






Sunil Gavaskar (in the background) arrivaa 
with wife Martbnail who la flankad Ravi 
andRitu Shastrl 

the likes of Atul Bedade and Vinod 
Kambli. Meanwhile i,wo priests had 
come out after having performed the 
ceremony. 

They were mobbed immediately, as if 
they were Tendulkar and Lara coming 
out to address a Joint press conference. 
No one had clicked it, but 
more than anything else it was 
the picture of the day! It would have 
proved the media's frustration. 

Sachin and Anjali walked out half 
an hour later and the bride in her 
maiden public appearance displayed 





he could've carried it out successfully. 

The reception card carried a 
message, "please bring this card with 
you." Whether this had bordered on 
arrogance or not was a matter of 
opinion. There were a few who 
thought that in trying to keep the 
press off and the unwanted lot away, 
Sachin had gone to the extreme. But 
his manager, and his present and past 
colleagues sided with him. Ajit 
Wadekar, who specially flew 
down from Madras for this marriage 
said, "The more I see him the more I 
realise how mature he has become. He 
does everything so sensibly." Ravi 
Shastri echoed the same opinon, 
"Marriage is indeed a very personal 
thing. You could be a superstar,bui so 
what? You're a human being first. 

Ajit Wadekar and actor Nana Patakar arrive at 
the recaption 


Kapil looka at if ha has just f inishod tucking 
into the food 

remarkable poise. It was clear, that 
beyond the lovely smile and innocent 
face was an individual who has got a 
mind of her own. While 
photographers almost grappled with 
one another to get the best shot, 
someone asked Sachin the most 
intelligent question in this world, "are 
you feeling the pressure? " He got the 
most impressive reply, "No." 

That Sachin agreed to pose for a 
joint photo session both on the day of 
the marriage and at the reception was 
a remarkable change in attitude. He, 
at one point, had thought of a toial 
press boycott. Looking back one feels, 









why would you let anybody and 
everybody peep into your personal 
life?" 

Someone asked the ailing Sir 
Achrekar (who made it a point to 
come for the reception) whether it 
was not a little too early for Sachin to 
marry. He dismissed the notion 
saying, "Absolutely right decision. 
Mind you, his mental age is not 22." 

Over the last lew months there has 
been considc*rable sfieculation in the 
press over the invitees list. One 
particular paper had even included 
the PM in the list. The others who 
were not so ambitious, kept 
themselves within the lour walls of 
the Bombay film industry. Starting 
from Amitabh Bachchan to Juhi 
Chawla, all were supposedly coming 
to wish the new couple. One scribe 
even had Salman Khan adjusting his 
dates well in advance to make the 
occasion. 

The welMit roof top Jade Garden at 
Worli eventually saw only two 
filmstars turning up; Nana Patekar 
who happens to be a diehard 
Tendulkar fan and the ex-sex symbol 
Kimi Katkar. The latter, one suspects, 
got the invitation largely due to her 


A host of pross photographers and reporters 
waited outside fo^the hride and groom to show 

famous 

fashiori-photographer-husband 
Shantanu Sheorey (Shantariu has shot 
many cricketers including Sachin and 
is quite acquainted with them). The 
rest, it seemed were only invited in the 
media. 

This was a rare lunciion in which 
both Bal Thackery and his arch rival in 
the press. Nikhil Wagle were invited. 
However, both were absent. Though 
the Maharashtra CM made it a point 
to attend. 

The Sheriff of Bombay was there, 
expectedly and with him the entire 
Bombay cricketing fraternity. Kapil 
Dev showed a wonderful gesture by 
ccMning down all the way from Delhi. 

The bride's family shied away from 
the press. And for a change no one 
chased Sachin's father-in-law Anand 
Mehta, an ex-bridge international for 
his comments, Anand's close friend 
and batchmate in London School of 
Economics, Kishore Bhimani, 
however, reveals that Anand's first 
love was cricket and not bridge. 
Kishore says. "Sachin has truly 
married into a cricketing family. In the 
good old London days, while we were 


busy party hopping and seeking 
attention from members of the fairer 
sex, Anand sat in his room all alone 
and remained glued to the 
black-and-white television set. For 
him, Lawry and Simpson were any 
day more exciting." 

Ramesh Tendulkar, Sachin's father 
sat in one corner sporting a smile you 
normally associate with people who at 
some stage of their life attain absolute 
mental peace. His eldest son Nitin, a 
poet remained in the background as 
usual, though it was clear that he had 
tried to put in his best to make the 
show a super success. AJit Tendulkar 
was manning the gate. 

Anybody and everybody who 
attended the reception, felt the same: 
that beneath the high-profile image, 
deep down the Tendulkars are 
basically very down-to-earth people. 
And that they don't run after glamour 
and publicity. 

Finally, when the bride and 
bridegroom came dowq from the dais 
to pose for a photographer along with 
other members of the family it truly 
looked a well-knit unit. 

"Happy family" —and as you know, 
that has always been the essence of 
the Tendulkar success story. ^ 
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YOU HAVE THE DRIVE. 
HOW GET THE POWER. 





SERVff SUPERIOR XEE-SH 

EXTRA ENERGY EFFICIENT MULTIGRADE ENGINE OIL 


High speed and power that is what tod^ s new generation cars are all about These hi tech automobiles demand 
a superior engine oil tike indianoil's SERVO SUPERIOR XEE SH that can perform even under some of the most 
demanding conditions And it s perfected at Indianoll s Research and Development centre One of Asia s most 
advanced 

SERVO SUPERIOR XEE SH is a high grade engine oil that meets the stringent reouirements of 
API SH/CO, ILSAC GF I and the EC II level energy conservation standards Apex international bodies tike the 
American Petroleum Institute (API) and International Lubricant Standardisation andApproval Committee (ILSAC) 
have attested the quality of SERVO SUPERIOR XEE SH It exceeds the requirements of American European, 
Japanese and Indian gasoline cars Including those equipped with catalytic converters and operating on unleaded 
petrol 

What s more, SERVO SUPERIOR XEE SH is the only mineral oil based engine oil in India to have the double seal 
of approval the API Donut and Starburst symbols 

SERVO SUPERIOR XEE-SH ensures a minimum 2 7% fuel conservation under ideal test conditions It increases 
engine life and reduces maintenance costs An extended oil change period of 10 000 km ensures better economy 
Now at last you have the power to drive your engine to the limits Switch to SERVO SUPERIOR XEE SH and feel 
the <|tfference 


Available at Indianoil petrol stations in your city 


smro AODs life . 
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/ yearn the 
\ epotiing world 
.^ctdaudonthe 
marriage of the 
mave Imran Khan, 
fet when he did 
decide to take the 
plunge recently, the 
, iyorld was shocked 
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iK HERE was something almost 

^ apologetic about e\ erything 

‘'f that Imran Khan said about 

his marriage to Jemima 
Goldsmith daughter of one of the 
richest mt n in the world This was 
perplexing 

In fact there were a few other 
confusing aspects to the whole afiair 
too firstly why on caith should 
people call a man a hypocrite and heap 
all sorts of vitriol on him simply 
because he is marrying someone he 
lovcs> And why on the other hand 
should his marriage just marriage be 
looked upon by others as a victory for 
Islain'^What s love got to do with all 
this'> 

Well I am saying lam baffled but 
deep down I knew why Deep down I 
knew all this was his own doing But 
more about that later The news about 
Imran Khan s marriage 
announcement came like this The 
former cricketer turned social worker 
Pakistan s Imran Khan surprised and 
shocked his friends and countrymen 
by announcing his marriage to 
Jemima Goldsmith the 21 
year old-daughter ol the tycoon Sir 
James Goldsmith Announcing his 
marriage in Pans Imran Khan said that 
the marnage ceremony was held 
according to strict but brief Islamic 
rites and the bride Jemima had been 
convt rted to Islam before the 
wedding vows were exchanged 
It was also said that Jemima had 
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chosen to embrace Islam of her own 
accord, she had studied Islam 
extensively before making up her 
mind, and would love to live in Lahore 
after the wedding. Neither did he 
forget to add that his father-in-law Sir 
James Goldsmith was delighted about 
the marriage and of course about her 
conversion to Islam. 

Was all this explanation necessary? 
Did Imran Khan really need to 
reassure everyone that the entire 
affair was entirely Islamic? 

Well, given the kind of image Imran 
had been trying to build for himself 
over the last one year, one could argue 
he was indeed giving people 
reassurances about the Islamic nature 
of his marriage. 

I remember when I interviewed 
him in London some months ago, 
Islam seemed to be central to 
everything he did, said and planned to 
do in the future. And of course, there 
was the denouncement of the West, 
its culture, its values and, what he 
thought, was its waywardness. 

He said, "Let Islam, the spirit of 
Jihad (holy war) be the leading light of 
my own life, and my people, 
especially the Pathans," and in the 
same breath he denounced not only 
the western way of life but also all 
non-westerners who live a 
westernised life. "lam proud of those 
Pathans who live far away in the tribal 
areas, where they lead a simple, proud 
and Islamic way of life. Not those 
Pathans in the cities, who no longer 
believe in those values, who have a 
decadent culture, who are 
westernised through and through. 1 
want the world to know about those 
real Pathans, not these decadent, 
self-seeking, money-minded city¬ 
dwelling Pathans. These people have 
gone astray. They have no roots," he 
said launching his book on the tribal 
Pathans. 

And ironic though it may now 
seem, the recurring theme of his 
thoughts was denouncement of the 
materialistic way of life of his own 
community and their 'gurus' in the 
West. The problem is now Imran 
Khan has married the daughter of a 
man who is best known for his 
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unimaginable material wealth Imran 
Khan obviously has a lot of answenng 
to do in words and in deeds 
And so Imran Khan did Ostensibly 
at least He tried to prove he did not 
veer from what he said even though 
he married a nch non-Muslim 
westerner He displayed remarkable 
austenty dunng the wedding 
ceremony Imran Khan former 
playboy captain of Pakistan, known 
as much for his stunning good looks 
Armani suits as for his cricket wore 
traditional loose trousers and a white 
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collarless shirt under a blue blazer As 
for his wife Jemima, it was a far cry 
from her usual revealing designer 
clothes She wore a traditional 
Pakistam outfit of wide-legged 
trousers under a cover-all dress of 
flowing mustard coloured silk 
And understandably the media did 
notice the stark contrast the occasion 
had to the soaety bashes enjoyed by 
Jemima on the London party arcuit It 
also noticed that the couple strictly 
followed Muslim tradition after the 
wedding by showing no physical sign 
of affeaion, something Imran's 'hated 
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News item: Imran would not have been displeased with Sir James Goldsmith's position in the list of Britain's 500 
nc host people He ranks seventh with £790million. With a little effort, Imran could easily learn to love his father-in-law 


westerners' do all the time, in all 
places on the tram, on the road, in 
restaurants, just about everywhere 
Jemima and Imran stood together 
without even holding hands When 
Jemima tried to hold Imran's hand he 
shrugged her off saying, "That's not 
what we do in Islam.” And then Imran 
talked about Islam* never leaving 
anyon' In any doubt that the whole 
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affair was hundred per cent Islamic. 
Jemima's conversion, her study of 
Islam, and her willingness to live in an 
Islamic society in Pakistan. 

Ironically, in spite of all this, reports 
started conung in from Pakistan, the 
public reaction to Imran's choice of 
bride has been largely hostile. 
Journalists said that most people 
think his decision exposed the true 


Imran that had been hiding behind a 
mask. One journalist wrote that there 
had been a lot of criticism that Imran is 
a hypocrite and had turned around 
and done what he had been doing all 
his playing days, instead of what he 
had been preaching of late. It is said 
that eventually Imran has gone back 
to the life he had once enjoyed in the 
West. 







"You Khan nm bill you can*! 
hida* 

(Lafih Imran Khan it 
clicfcad at London's 
Haathrow airport on his 
way to Paris whara ha tiad 
Iha knot ilnsati: Minutos 
latar. Jamima arrivas at 
Naathraw to catch a flight 
and is swarmad hy 
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CONQUERS 


' 13,406 kms across Australia in 32 days 

% S Our hats oft to MRF TYRES 
(which) once again performed excellently 

THROUGHOUT OUR JOURNEY 

Without A Single Puncture 

THOUGH, WE HAD TREMENDOUS AMOUNT OF LUGGAGE, 

SPARE PARTS AND TOOLS AND ALSO FACED 



From L co R: Satish Ganapathy, Arun Khadse, Stanley Rose 


AUSTRALIAN TERRAIN! 

without a single puncture'- so say the threesome 



THE LATEST TYRE FOR THE LAT^ BIKES I 








ASAFFAT RFs 

Numerous girls had been linked 
with him mostly tnglish but for that 
matter from c\ ery nation especially 
whcrevtr his cricketing prowess had 
bet n on display He even had a steady 
relationship with a girl Emma 
Sergeant who according to Ivo 
Tennant his biographer was the one 
gill Imran truly loved Bui they split 
up ten years ago appan nily because 
th( y both realised the dilficullies she 
would ha\ c in living in I ahore Her 
western habits and lifestyle were too 
fully engrained to be changed 

But then what about Haiqa Khan 
Imran s newly chiistc necl wife ^ Do 
we suppose her western habits arc not 
so deeply engrained > That she will be 
able to do a somersault with her lile 
and beliefs 

Well at least one man seems to be 
already ijuite worried Reports say 
that Sir James Goldsmith was deeply 
concerned" when his daughter told 
him of her intention to marry the 
cncketing superstar Sir James 
however did give his blessing to the 
marriage only when he realised that 
It was inevitable although he was 
deeply troubled by the prospect of his 


daughter having to live in Imran s 
home city of Lahore 

Other reports suggest he was 
actually shocked by the news But 
then Sir James belongs to that 
stiff upper lip British aristocracy 
who seldom express their feelings 
though other people rich and famous 
too did not mince their words 
Imran s friends from pop singer Mick 
Jagger to politiaan and novelist 
Jeffrey Arche r said they were taken 
aback by the news And the 
glamorous German TV presenter 
Knstiane Backer who Imran had 
recently been going out with said she 
was "shocked and shaken She 
claimed that only till a short time ago 
they were talking about their 
marnage for which she had converted 
to Islam She said that the last time 
Imran was in London be was with her 
and then suddenly this bolt from the 
blue 

Islamic fundamentalists in Pakistan 
are stirred reports say And there 
seems to be solid logic behind it One 
journalist from Lahore said "There 
has be'*n very strong support for 
Imran from fundamentalist groups 


who have all along been backing him 
They have said that the girl become a 
Muslim It doc s not matter that she is 
part Jewish or rich or whatever As 
long as she has become a Muslim it s a 
victory because Imran has converted a 
western girl to Islam and that should 
be seen as a victory for Islam 

And this victory has been seen by 
many observers in Imran s hated West 
as the mercurial cncketer s passport to 
politics if he is interested that is 

Imran had once denied that he was 
keen on politics saying that for politics 
you need money and he didn t have 
that Now there shouldn t be any 
worries on that front since his 
father-in-law has personal wealth 
that IS more than that of the Queen of 
England 

And just when the world was all but 
coming to terms with Imran's marriage 
came the reports that he had a three- 
year old love child in Amenca from 
Sita White Under strict Islamic law 
that would entitle Imrin to 100 lashes 
and exile or imprisonment for one 
year 

Question is Can the Khan live all 
this down and prove that he praaises 
what he preaches? • 
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"y He was an 

« Armenian bom in 
Iran, represented his 
country in boxing in the 
1948 and 1952 Olympics, 
emigrated to the U S in the 
mid 1950's and worked as a 
waiter in a casino His son is 
now a world famous 
sportsman Who is he 

America's Cup IS a 
y * premier 
championship in yatching 
What was its original 
name*^ 

I Who IS the only 
« basketball player to 
score more than 100 points 
in a single game*^ 

CARTOONS ARTHUR CARDOZO 
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AnswartodNo 5 


w A popular sport in 

• India today was 

once called 'Rathera' 
because it was originally 
played on Raths or 
chariots What sport is that'> 


In the 1960's, 

- Dynamo Kiev a 
football club achieved a 
unique distinction What 
was it*^ 


ANSWERS 


1. Martina Navratilova 

2. Immanuel Aggasi (tennis star Aggasi's 
father) 

3. Hundred Guineas Cup 
4t. Wilt Chamberlain 

5. Kho-kho 

6. The enure Soviet National soccer team 
was supplied by it 

7. LalaAmarnath 
S. NaivalElMout 

9. Vergeny Kafelnikov, because of his 
Russian descent and his bullet-like 
forehand 

10. Hugo Weaving (of 'Tnscilla Queen of the 
Desert" fame) 

11. Magdalena Maleeva 

12. EvanderHolyfield 



Only once was Don 
/ Bradman out hit 
wicket in Test cricket Who 
was the bowler then*^ 

Following the 
^ ^ ^ victory in the 
Olympics of one of that 
country's ladies the king of 
that country decreed that 
all female children born in 
the following month 
should be named by the 
athlete s name Who was 
the athlete ^ 


^ . Who, in the present 
I men's pro tennis 
circuit is known as 
Kalashnikov'"^ 


m. 


Who acted as 
Douglas Jardine 
in the television serial The 
Bodyhne Senes 


1 1 Who was 
1 « Monica Seles 
playing against when she 
was stabbed"^ 


t 'y In the 1984 Los 
^ • Angeles 
Olympics, who won the 
bronze in boxing in the 
cruiser weight category*^ 
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E X C L U S 

PAWKCA IS A Tr- 


Thes 0 4re exclusive 
extracts from the world 
record breaking 
batsman BRIAN 
LARA'S autobiography 


HFf^ I was voted Tiinidad's 
Sportsman o! the Year in 
January 19941 made a short 
speech m which 1 said '1 
would like to be a little more ci)nsistent and 
maybe score a tew double hundreds and even 
a triple ' 

Within ihrt‘e months 1 achieved that 
improbable traget with 206 against Barbados 
and 375 against England The 375 was 
(werwhelming, unbelievable It changed my 
life 1 became the standard-bearer for ci ic kei 
the cricketer that bo^ s around the 
cricket-playing world look up to and aspire to 
Many years pieviously I had faniasi/ed as a 
small boy about beating the records of the 
great players and non it had happened Since 
then my life has been like a whirl but I know I 
can cope witti it My iiini now is to make big 
scores regularly so lean confirm inyselt as a 
great player over a period ol some yc*ars, not 
just a tew inemths 1 am conlideni I can do it 
The Recreation Ground at St John's is one 
of my lavoiinte baiting pitches and I felt 
conditions were right lor me lo get my second 
hundred oi the senes 1 was not looking 
beyond that 1 was at the clease earlier than I 
had expected Smart Williams went early, 
caught by C addick ofl 1 rasei lor ^ and it was 
12-1 when I walked out toa carnival-Iike 
reception The Antigua Recreation (iroiind 
has one of the most animated crowds and 
some of the Caribbean s best-known 
characters, including Chickie, whose 
instruments blast out nonstop and the 
acrobatic Giavy and Mayfield who 
entertained all day with their antics and 
comments. There is never a dull moment in 
the West Indies Oil Stand during a Test match 
And on the other side of the ground, the All 
Saints Iron Band was beating out its message 
I was wearing a helmet at the start of my 
innings but the pitch was benign, and with the 
bowling not express pace I soon discaided it 
For most of my lime in the middle I wore t he 
maroon West Indies cap. I did not intend to 
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I sat in the 
dressing room 
fighting to hold 
back the tears. 
There was one 
person 

missing, and if I 
could have 
emptied the 
entire Antigua 
Recreation 
Ground just to 
have my father 
back watching 
me break the 
world record, I 
would have 
been the 
happiest 
person in the 
world 
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EXCLUSIVE 


Like Viv 
Richards used 
to, I want to 
dominate the 
bowler from 
the first ball. It 
is a mental 
thing. You have 
to show him 
who is in 
charge. It was 
said of the late 
George Hedley, 
one of the first 
of the great 
West Indian 
batsmen, that 
he always 
wanted to hit 
the first ball he 
faced for a 
boundary 



take any risks that morning. I wanted to settle 
in and build the foundation for a long innings. 
I struggled early on and it took me 31 
deliveries before I reached double figures and 
my fifty look 121 balls. The second fifty was 
twice as quick, 39 balls, taking me to my 
century in 232 minutes. I was overjoyed to get 
my second century in the series, but 1 wanted 
to be still there at the close, and as long as 
possible after. 

That night I went to bed earlier than usual. I 
was sharing a room at the Royal Ramada 
Hotel with Junior Murray, and Junior is the 
sort of quiet person who fits in with anything 
you want to do. I was grateful to him for not 
keeping me awake. Our pockets were quire 
empty after the Test match in Barbados where 
we were fined a huge amount for slow 
over-rate. So the guys were looking forward 
to the £50,000 available for the first batsman 
to record a 200 in the series. Just the thought 
of scoring my second double century was 
enough inspiration for me. 

1 woke up around 3.30 a.m. and 
immediately headed out to the golf course. I 
felt a lot of tension and I thought I needed to 
relax. For me there is no belter way of clearing 
my mind and focusing on the day ahead. 

When 1 got to the Recreation Ground 
everyone urged me on and wished me luck. I 
got a distinct feeling that to them this was not 
just another innings, something special was 
going to happen. 

On 286, between two interruptions for 
rain, I played my first false stroke. A delivery 
from Caddick bounced more than 1 expected, 
and trying to steer it to third man I edged the 
ball close to Jack Russell's left glove. It was not 
a chance, Russell did not touch it, but Caddick 
let out a roar of frustration for which he could 
be forgiven. Chanderpaul was constantly 
speaking to me, urging me to keep my 
concentration and not give it away. For a 
nineteen-year-old he showed amazing 
maturity, and I shall always be grateful to him 
for the part he played in my success. 

A total of 23 overs were lost due to rain 
interruptions. I cannot say if those overs 
hadn't been lost whether I would have 
broken the record by the end of the second 
day. Looking back on it, 1 would have liked the 
opportunity to do so Just to forgo the amount 
of pressure and nervousness I encountered on 
the third morning. I ended the day on 320, 
and the minute the umpire removed the bails 
at the end of play one thing was flashing in my I 
mind—the figure 363.1 spent an hour after | 


the day's play in the dressing-room, trying to 
come to terms with the events that had taken 
place and those that were hopefully still to 
come. 

Cricket-watchers in Antigua do not 
necessarily need events such as this to 
maintain that carnival spirit, but somehow 
this time it seemed like the party would go on 
all night, through to morning and until the 
record was broken. Back at the hotel faxed 
messages were already piling up. Some urging 
me on to the record, some already 
congratulating me. I tried reading as many as 1 
could, using them as a means of motivation. 
My room-mate Junior Murray and I entered 
our room together; he immediately rushed 
and took my bedspread off and asked me what 
I wanted for dinner. He was acting like his life 
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depended on my well-being. He answered all 
the phone calls, saying 'Sorry, he's asleep'. 1 
thought that was very nice of him. 

I was wide awake at four the following 
morning and couldn't get back to sleep. I was 
thinking about all the people who had told me 
I could do it, some of them years before, and 1 
felt I owed it to them to set a new mark in the 
cricket books. 1 ruled out nipping out to play 
golf again. 1 thought of the targets in front of 
me—Graham Gooch's 333, Don Bradman's 
334, Wally Hammond's 336, Hanif 
Mohammand's 337, Len Hutton's 364, and 
the big one. Sir Gary Sobers' 365.1 played a 
few shots in my mind. My palms were sweaty. 
I had not been this nervous before. 

Despite being awake for so long I almost 
missed the team bus. When I arrived at the 


Lara with Azhaniddin 
during tha Jaipur ona-day 
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Raiaithani haadgaar 



ground, people slapped me on the back and 
wished me well- The gates had been open 
since eight and the ground was full. I 
wondered if these people had spent the entire 
night there. Sir Gary was there. So was 
Desmond Haynes, who flew in from Barbados 
especially. And so was Mrs Jean Pierre, the 
Trinidad and Tobago Minister of Sport who 
was a sporting great as a netballer. 

1 sat in the dressing-room fighting to hold 
back the tears. There was one person missing, 
and if 1 could have emptied the entire Antigua 
Recreation Ground just to have my father 
back watching me break the world record, I 
would have been the happiest person in the 
world. My mind went back to all the many 
sacrifices he made for me, not for me to go on 
to break world records, but to see me happy 
and also to see his favourite son make full use 
of his life. By now I was anxious to get out 
there, and I know he was willing me on to this 
historic landmark. 

Inevitably the tension got to me, and when 
play got going my strokeplay suffered. When I 
played and missed at Fraser, the bowler 
smiled ruefully and said: 'I don't suppose I can 
call you a lucky bugger when you are 340.' I 
like him. He's a nice guy. An extra cover drive 
off Fraser soon afterwards took me past 
Hammond and Hanif. In the West Indies Oil 
Stand, Gravy, dressed up as Santa Claus, was 
whipping up the crowd. The noise was very 
loud and incessant. 

An extra cover drive off Caddick took me 
past Sir Len Hutton and level with Sir Gary 
Sobers. The crowd was on their feet, hundreds 
of them seemed to be massing on the 
boundary line. Lewis was bowling from the 
factory end. Atherton had the field set to stop 
a single. It was 11.46 and of course I would 
never forget that time. Lewis prepared to bowl 
his third ball of that over. I knew from the way 
he was running up that it would be short and I 
found myself moving into the hook shot 
before the ball was bowled. Yes, the ball was 
short, and I pulled it away through mid wicket 
in the direction of the Cathedral for four. I 
punched the air in celebration. The moment 
for me, the way 1 felt, was indescribable, a 
moment in my lifetime maybe never to be 
repealed—elation, wonderment, pure 
joy—the ultimate pinnacle of my career. 
Everything that was happening was like a 
dream. My bat held high, cap in hand, and in 
the distance hundreds of speaators racing in 
my direction. Suddenly I felt a hug. It was 
Chanderpaul. and before I knew it we were 
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"Records have 
never meant a 
great deal to 
me. But as I 
stood on the 
edge of the 
boundary at the 
Recreation 
Ground 

waiting to hand 
over the 
mantle, so to 
speak, I was 
glad that it was 
Brian Lara who 
was to become 
the new holder. 
Tome, he is the 
only batsman 
today who 
plays the game 
the way it 
should be 
played"—Gary 
Sobers 
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surrounded by numerous police trying ihcir of 365, the highest score in Test cricket, was 

best to keep the spectators away A path was offenng me his congratulations for eclipsing 

cleared tor Sir Gary to come to the middle and his record When he left the playing area the 
congratulate me He clasped me and said how police eventually cleared a space and quite 

very proud he was I ni very happy for you I instinctively I bent down and kissed the pitch 

knew you could do it son You were always 
the one ' Now I don i know how to desciibe 501 

this moment The man considered the best HE way I stalled my innings gave no 

ever all rounder to grace the (ticket field and indication that I was going to make 

now the pievioiis holder ot ihe woild record history Anderson Cummins, my West Indian 

THE MOST EXOTiNG BATSMAN ON THE INTERNA 

Says GARY SOBERS iff the Foreword 

HE first time I saw Brian Lara bat was eight yean ago when he came to Barbados 
v^ch his school, Fatima College, for the annual mtemattonal schools tournament 
which I help organize for the Barbados Board of Tourism, and which they have been 
kind enough to name in my honour. 1 got a call from a friend of mine, former Trinidad 
and West Indies batsman Charlie Davis, asking me to come and have« look at a boy he 
said was something special. 

Now that Brian has overtaken my worid record Test score and developed into the 
most exdting batsman on the international stage, I do not think there are many who 
saw him from his early days who are surpnsed. I am certainly not. I really felt he should 
have been in the West Indies team a lot earlier. We had a middle order with some 
players failing miserably, but perhaps because the side was winning, kept their places 
in the team. But once Lara got there, he wasted no time in showing his worth. 

What I like most about him is hts approach. He is always looking to take advantage of 
the loose ball, and even the halMoose one. Once he gets in, he can get rid of eveh the 
good bail, which is the real sign of a great player. He will get to the stage where the 
bowlers cannot bowl to him because he is despatching the good, the bad and the 
indifferent with certainty. 

He can dominate any bowling and has all the shots. He scores at a high rate of runs 
per balL faster than any other contemporary player, and he doesn't need to hit the ball 
in the air. That is another sure sign of an extra H>eclal batsman. 

Of course there have been one or two weaknesses in his technique. Before the last 
tour of Australia I thou^t he was vulnerable outside the off stump because of die 
positioning of his top hand. I told him I thought his top hand was too far in hont dn thb 
gnp, so that when he played the bail leaving him it was too weak to hdid the batin >, 
place. It meant he had to open the face to get Into a stronger poshfoAf ndiich Is tyhere 
the bottom hand took over, 1 suggested he should try and get his top hand touhd the 
handle a bit more. He said be would work on It but->-4nteiI{genUy, t tbou^ht-die dido^ < 
want to work on it right away. That was fair enough because you can't go making' * , 
dramatic changes in the mid^e of a season. ^ 

1 beheve he worked on ft later and he looks a lot tnore solid in difeikxt oofmle t 

stump. The bali is going a tot stral^ter, msteadof Qyihgdowntiuout^gfidiyot 
backward pcdnt, which is good to see. I also noticed some time kgo Utn he sURciejil to 
move too far over to the off stomp so that he committed himself toplay at 
would be better leaving alone. U he looked at his videos, he wouldcaye t^ H 

played at balk outside his off stump and you could see aUthmesttVhpsMkiilKl ^ 

Getting behind the ball is a& wdl and good but only whtnthe.bidlbon theStdOgflif v 
ndien it is'Wide of off. I think he worked on that to put it tight. , " *' 

1 particularly like the shot be Aides through nd<b>wickei bompifiMcikc 




EXCLUSIVE 


team-mate from Barbados, was the bowler 1 
faced when I went m midway through the 
afternoon, and I knew from previous 
meetings with him that he would bowl the 
first ball short I also knew that it would be a 
quick one I was preparing to move on to the 
back foot as he delivered and played the shot a 
little too early The bail went past his 
outstretched hand and he may well have got a 
finger on it It did not worry me that I could 


have been out first bail 
Like Viv Richards used to 1 want lo 
dominate the bowler from the first ball It is a 
mental thing You have to show him who is in 
charge It was said of the late George Headley 
one of the first of the great West Indian 
batsmen, that he always wanted to hit the first 
ball he faced for a boundary I have never tried 
to follow that course but il there is a chance of 
sconng a boundary at the start of the innings I 


TIONAL STAGE' 


proving he ts the type of player who has the ahflity to uiq>rovise. 

I have heard it said that the responsibility of captdincy would detract from his battmg 
and I believe that is why he was replaced as 'Mnidad's captain and the |ob given to 
others before he was handed it ba<^ again. That is a load of rfibbish. Did the captamey 
affect the battmg of Bradman or Hutton or Gavaskar or Uoyd or a number of the other 
great batsmen who have led their countries? I hope it is not an argument that will l^eep 
Brian Lara from his rightful position. 

Of course it ts not onty his cricketing ability that will determine whether he will 
become the truly great player he otpdou^ tim the potentiat to become in the next few 
years. There are plenty of pitfalB along the way and Bilan will have to be careful of 
them all One is heroworship, pe«^Ie will get earned away and start compaitog him 
vnth the greats of the past, those with long and proven records. Once he ai^redates 
that greatness does not come overnight, and 1 am sure he does, he will be all right Then 
there will be tihose looking to pull him down for whatever reason, m knocking lUs 
life-style saying that when he fails it Is because he Is doing this or that. I had plenty of 
that kind of sniping m my time. Once he undkrstands that there are gomg to be the ups 
with the downs and learns to accept both in slmtlar fashion, he has nothing to wotry 
about 

When I wrote my aytobiogtaphy Twenty Years at the Tqp in 19881 said I believed 
my ^65 would never be beaten, l based that on die theory that mie-day cridwi was 
producing a type of batsman who b less capable of pla^g a long innings. There were 
few batsmen around, 1 stdd, with the necessary concedtration to stay at the crease for 
ten hours or more and aim fur a scom of 300 plus. WatdUng Brian in Sydney made me 
diange my mind. It was obvious that here was a vety rpedal player with all the 
qualities needed topile upretdlybfg spores. 

Reconb have nevertneanta groat tlaid tome. But as I stood cm the edge of die 
boundary at the Rectcadpa Ground iwdtinB to hand over the mantle, so to speak, i was 
hap^y that it was Brian Um who was to become the new holder. To me, he b the cme 
bgtsman today ndio {days game way if sbouUi be l^ed, 

>' yei$u^whathehastbwobyah^iiidH;t^owhnm803mn^ 

that Wm take one of itsebt bwabandhow N ti^ibdowiiivhbtroinendous 

succem and tmw he deab with rntdti^imehdonthasWhemi heaped on him, He has 

heconro ImernatkmaOy IneoiUf Scr did 1 droimxird but Idid not have to 

dealwiihr^nmeommercialhenedWtlMMowihiith^afefd^dibdayanda^ igotmy 

glkpmatdlfteaqd^nmSbotdhitNowfidahhidplioqiisideraUtheofii^ 

emitnifemjmhi^d^peefantQeamtdin^^ 

tidijdmuilroi towt intattblient enoujfd^ baiidie 


My emotions 
before and 
after April 18 
wifi always 
remain with 
me. I suppose it 
is one record 
that every 
batsman will 
be looking to 
break in his 
cricket career. 
It has brought 
great joy. good 
financial 
benefits and 
yet it has 
placed a lot of 
strain in my life 
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I was not in the 
best shape for 
what proved to 
be a very 
arduous tour 
(of India). I was 
still pretty tired 
after my 
season in 
England and I 
put myself 
under a lot of 
pressure both 
on a id off the 
field 


L U S I V E 


^ Will try to take it It is a pan of the West Indian 
* way of playing Lricket 

\ My Warwu kshire colleagues formed a 

' guard of honour bats held high in the air as I 
^ came oil pursued by photographers and fans 
I I had no idea at the lime I had broken so many 
records I thought it had only been two or 
i three It was some time before it all sank in Thi 
j playeis engulfed me m the dressing-room and 
) a bottle of champagne which was presented to 
me for being Warwickshire s player of the 
month in May was emptied over rny head I 
only drink champagne on special occasions 
and this was one 

Mushtaq Mohammad Hand s brother who 
lives m the Birmingham area had been 
present and he arranged for Hand to ring me 
I am not sad at losing the record said Hand 
Records are there to be broken and 1 
congratulate you It is great for cricket 

1 1 his many interviews the next day Hand 
made the point that I was short in stature like 
most of the leading batsmen — himself 
Bradman Gavaskar and Rohan Kanhai I 
think he is right to suggest that short players 
handle fast bowling better than tall players 
I hey are also lighter on their feet 
The Trc ss were waiting in the players 
dming-room a few yards away to interview 
me 1 tiic’d to be calm and rational and 
emphasi/e the point that breaking records 
dotsn i make you invincible ora grc*ai player 
That comes only alter a player has been at the 
lop in Test cricket over a long period of lime I 
hope I can do that 

There will be limes when I fail 1 know there 
are bad patches to come My main ami is to be 
more consistent lam only twenty-live there 
are many years ahead of me 
It was some time before I managed to get 
my soaking clothes off and have a shower The 
telephone kept ringing There was no time to 
dwell on my success Next day Warwickshire 
were due to take on Surrey in the semi final of 
the Bemson and Hedges Cup I had to go home 
and pack First there were the autograph 
hunters to oblige literally hundreds of them 
They all wanted the ir scorecard signing 

THE INDIAN EXPERIENCE 

1 [ "Hfc tour to India between October and 
1 December 1994 was not a particularly 
enjoyable one for me First of all it was 
postponed for more than a week after a 
much-publicized outbreak of plague in Surat 
Then there was a misunderstanding when I 



turned up at Piarco Airport to catch a flight to 
London to jom up with the rest of the team, 
only to discover that the ticket I was expecting 
was not there It meant I had to wait until the 
next day s flight and I arrived late The West 
Indies Board of Control decided to fine me 
1,000 US dollars 

I was not in the best shape for what proved 
to be a very arduous tour I was still pretty 
tired after my season in England and 1 put 
myself under a lot of pressure both on and off 
the field I felt that everyone wanted to see 
how well I performed after my achievements 
earlier in the year, and I thought I had to prove 
that I could still score a lot of runs at the 
highest level Unfortunately the pitches were 
slow and not conducive to stroke-play, and I 
felt they were not proper Test pitches They 
were prepared to suit the Indian spin bowlers 
and blunt our fast bowlers We were already 
weakened by the absence of Curtly Ambrose, 
who had been advised to rest his shoulder 
after years of non-stop cricket around the 
world 

We knew it would be lough in the 
three-match Test senes because wc had some 
inexperienced players and our bowling was 
not as formidable as it had been on previous 
visits The conditions were weighted against 
us In the first Test in Delhi, we were well 
beaten on a poor pitch and might well have 
lost the second in Bombay but for the decision 
of the Indian captain Mohammad 
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MY NEW LIFE 

M y emotions 
will always 


M y emotions before and aftei 18 April 
will always remain with me I suppose it 
IS one record that every batsman will be 
looking to break in his cricket career It has 
brought great joy, good finanaal benefits, and 
yet It has placed a lot of strain on uiy life As 
expected, endorsements quickly followed the 


Azharuddin to delay his declaration One-nil 
down going in to the last Test in Chandigarh 
we knew we had to be at our strongest to 
avoid becoming the first West Indian side to 
lose a series since 1980 when a side captained 
by Clive 1 loyd lost 1 -0 in New Zealand 
mainly as a result of a number of questionable 
umpiring decisions 

We were in determined mood when we 
assembled fora team meeting the night before 
the match started Courtney told us, I have 
never played in a losing Test series and T d 
rather lose 2-0 than go home 1 -0 losers It s a 
proud record and whaievei else has gone on 
we don i want to be the team to surrender it' 
To our surprise, the pitch was a good batting 
surface and we made the most of it 

We won by 243 runs It was hailed as an 
astonishing comeback and a triumph for the 
kind of cricket which has made the West 
Indies side the best in the world foi such a long 
period David Holford, the team manager said 
It was the worst tour he had gone on and I 
agreed with him I was glad when it was over 


After the ttuninnQ defeat 
againet the Australians. 
Lara (extreme left) hes to 
start the rebuilding of a 
new West Indien side, with 
him as the fulcrum 


high level of success that I achieved during 
that unbelievable period when I broke the 
two world records 

1 arrived in England expecting the spotlight 
to be mainly on my c ncket but the Press 
seemed to be hungry foi a lot more If it was 
not my private life it was the commercial side 
of Brian Lara Sometimes I sit back and read 
sensational stones a lot of which are untrue 
about the new cricket wonder hoy One of the 
more inventive ones came during my signing 
up with Mercury Asset Management one oi 
Britain's leading investment houses My 
signing and press conleicnce look place at the 
Tower Hotel next to ihe Tov\ er of London 
When I arrived I was surprised at the numbci 
of lournalists and photographers presc ni 
There must have been more than loriy and 
the photographers weie lined up like a firing 
squad 

MAM wanted me dressed as a City gent and 
1 wore a grey, pin-siripe suit and was luted up 
with a bowler hat a briefcase and despite the 
fact that It was a very hot sunny dav an 
umbrella The resulting pic lures were carried 
in most ol ihe newspapers the iit xi day some 
on the front pages If one of the objectives of 
MAM was to improve their market awareness 
It had to rank as a conspicuous siu cess 1 was 
asked how much the deal was worth and I 
replied I am ver> happy with the ic rms but 
cannot say wliat ihev are exactly Richaid 
Royds of MAM was also evasive But 
somehow some of the journalists lieard a 
figure of LSOO 000 mentioned and most of 
ihcir stories the next day said that was the 
sum I was making and together with my 
othei endorsements I had become a 
millionaire 

Unfortunately this was nor the case This 
opened my eyes to how much of a big news 
story I was foi the Piess and how they can 
distort facts and figures All this success on the 
cricket field and the publicity off it meant that 
I became a very easily-recogni/ed pierson At 
the beginning it was nice to know y ou could 
walk through London and people recognized 
you but later on I became very self-const loiis 
Sometimes I thought it was not the greatest 
thing to be a celebrity One day I sat and askc d 
myself what I was going to do with my new 
life and one thing that stuck with me was that 
no matte*- whatever else happened I did not 
want to lose sight of my goal of becoming a 
great cricketer 

These are extracts from Beat ng The F etd M n sto y by Bi an 
Lara with Brian Scovell Pjbl *;hed by Patr dg<> Pres and pr ced at 
£14 99 Reprinted by perm ss on ot the pub shet 
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... And 

partying 


DAVID 
McMAHON 
describes 
Australian 
celebrations 
after their 
historic series 
win over the 
West Indies 











then the 
began! 


PATRICK tAGAR 


m 



O N a recent 

Melbourne radio 
poll listeners 

were asked to vote for iheir 
favourite songs from four 
decades, the Sixties, 
Seventies, Eighties and 
Nineties. 

No, no, this is a cricket 
story, not a music revlew^ 
just be patient. 

The song that got the 
most votes was a Seventies 
anthem called 'Khe Sanh' 
by the legendary group 
called Cold Chisel, whose 
lead singer was a 
gravelly-voiced 
Scotsman-turned- 
Australian, Jimmy Barnes. 
The result was no great 
surprise, for the song is 
about as recognisable 
across all age groups in this 
country as the national 
anthem. 

It was fitting, therefore, 
that the stirring notes of 
'Khe Sanh' provided the 
theme music for the 
Australian tour of the West 

Stm Waugh teond a doubla 
eantury and than prnvidad the 
muaie for thn ca lahrations 
thoroaflor 


Indies. And when the final 
wicket had fallen in the 
fourth Test, fittingly a slips 
catch to captain Mark 
Taylor off the bowling of 
Shane Warne, it was the 
lyrics of 'Khe Sanh' and not 

That night a 
party at the hotel 
grew and grew 
and grew... 
When it finally 
broke up and the 
players had 
enjoyed a few 
hours'sleep, it 
was back to 
serious 
business— 
more partying 

some calypso beat that 
rocked Sabina Park, 
courtesy Steve Waugh's 
ghetto blaster. 

As the Australian players 
sang along to the lyrics and 
Australian supporters 
milled outside the dressing 
room, there were lots of 
gravelly voices to mingle 
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with that of Jimmy Barnes 
Steve Waugh, whose 
double century (along wuh 
his twin brother's 
hundred) was the lynchpin 
of the Australian victory, 
was reported to have a sore 


would pronounce the men 
who beat him as 'the 
weakest Australian side" 
he had played against But 
for now. It was Taylor, only 
one year into the job as 
Australia's captain, who 


was a special invitee A 
certain Allan Border, who 
had come within one run 
ol defeating the West 
Indies in a scries, was in the 
West Indies as a 
commentator tor Channel 


celebrated Border bumped 
into coach Bobby Simpson 
and asked if he could join 
the men he had led until 
only a year previously He 
need not have asked He 
would have been invited 


forearm, shoulder wrist 
and finger The bruises on 
his foreaim, shoulder and 
wrist weie caused by 
battering deliveries from 

711916 IhhI bien 
8 large 
aontingentof 
Australian fans 
ataneryTast 
vennaandiftbay 
weranetas 
invantlve in their 
Hfriesas 
England's 
Barmy Army, 
they provided a 
aolid core of 
support 

the fast bovslers who had 
done all within iheir power 
to unsettle him during his 
marathon innings And the 
sorefingePAh ihaiwas 
from hitting the lewind 
button on theglielto 
blaster to keep repla> ing 
the rousing KheSanh 
As Taylor and his men 
celebrated the champagne 
started to flow It would be 
a couple of hours yet before 
Richie Richardson, on the 
losing side for the first tune 
in his entire lest caieer. 

The Aussie 'srickstsrs play 
hard...aiid thaB parly hard 


uncorked the first bottle ol Ten television, which anyway 

champagne and sprayed replaced Kerry Packer's As Shane Warne wrote 

the television news camera Channel Nine as the Test in his column in The 

crew in sheer joy channel this year As Sunday Age\ "As soon as I 

In the dressing room too Taylor and his men saw AB, I ran ov er and gave 





FOCUS 


him a big hug, as did 
everyone else liwas 
fantastic )ust to see him 
there, celebrating as hard 
as all ol us " Border had 
helped blood these men 
and had seen them carry 
their country to a peak he 
had only )iist failed to 
achieve It was fitting that 
he the man who lead 
Australia out of the 


doldrums of the 
mid-Eighties, should have 
been present in the 
dressing room when the 
most sigmlicani moment 
was reached 
The spirit of the series 
had got to everyone There 
had been a large 
contingent of Australian 
fans at every Test venue 
and if they were not as 
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inventive in iheir lyrics as 
England's Barmy Army 
they piovided a solid core 
of support that helped lift 
the players Midway 
through the historic fourth 
Test, as the Waugh twins 
ground the bowlers to the 
dust, it became apparent 
that if the partnership 
flourished, it could lay the 
foundation of victory in 


fooiAtoowata 

sMfaljmfiKie*... 

f _I,_ 
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the Test as well as the 
senes And long after Mark 
Waugh had departed, 
when Steve Waugh 
continued to pound the 
bowlers, the fans grew 
more and more expectant 
Finally, when Waugh 
reached his double 
hundred, it was too much 
for some of them, who ran 
onto the ground and 
congratulated the weary 
batsman When it became 
apparent that ground staff 
were making no effort to 
get rid of them, which is the 
norm m every other 


cricketing country, the fans 
decided they would stay 
Some I am told b> reliable 
sources, took souvenir 
pictures out in the middle 
pictures that will one dav 
be worth a fair bit of money 
if ihe> included Steve 
Waugh in the viewfinder 

Significantly among 
those who ran out to the 
middle to pump Waugh's 
hand was a Greg Ritchie, 
former Test cricketer 
himself in the Eighties 
Riichie even in his pi 1 me, 
was generous of jowl and 
girth and answered 
universally to the name of 
Fat Cal Let us just say that 
midway through the 
Nineties, it is unlikely that 
his generously-waisied 
trousers of his playing days 
would fit him 
Yet Ritchie, caught up with 
the wave of excitement 
jumped from the stands 
onto the ground before 
following the other 
revellers out into the 
middle 

If you were watching 
television at the moment 
and saw Steve Waugh get 
his double hundred in a 
pristine white shirt and 
then saw him resume in 
the same shirt, now lightly 
smudged with mud you 
would have wondered 
how that happened Let me 
explain Fat Cat, being 
slightly larger than most of 
us, hit the mud when he 
jumped from the stands, 
and when he embraced 
Waugh, the mud stained 
Waugh's shirt 


COLORSPORT 


31 


After Waugh was finally 
out and after the series had 
been won and lost, the 
celebrations began in 
earnest. The Australians 
stayed at Sabina Park until 
7 pm, then drove back to 
the hotel in the team bus, 
where the ghetto blaster 
still churned out Cold 
Chisel's greatest hit. That 
night, a party at the hotel 
grew and grew and grew as 
more and more supporters 
filed through the doors. 
When it finally broke up 
and the players had 
enjoyed a few hours' sleep, 

it was back to the serious 
business—more partying, 
as the Australian 
journalists covering the 
series laid on another rum 
party to celebrate! 

If there was one thing 


Border spent a law 
sentifflental moments with 
'hit' team 

Mark Taylor singled after 
the victory as being crucial 
to Australia's success, it 
was the spirit of the team. 
And how would Taylor 
define that? His 
explanation is simple but 
straight to the point. He 
defines spirit by quoting an 
anecdote about fast 
bowler Glenn McGrath, 
who rejoices in the 
nickname "Pigeon". 

Young Pigeon, who seems 
destined to bat as a 
tailender all his life, is 
determined to improve his 
batting to such an extent 
that he eventually bats 
higher in the order than his 
captain Mark Taylor, who 
incidentally opens the 
batting! • 
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Giving The 
Opposition 
"Stick" 
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Following aro tho tolovlsion highlights of tho 
final of tho Ago Khan Hockoy Toumamoni, ono 
of India's promior moots, 'playod' rocsntly 
hotwoon two loading Indian teams, Punjsh 
Police (in rad) and Indian Airlinos. Tho final 
camo to an ahrapt halt when tho polico took tho 
law into their own hands with Jagdoop Singh 
going wild using his hockoy stick to literally 
taka on opponents. Tho resulting froe-for-all 
saw four Airlinos players hoing taken to 
hospital, it was a dark day for Indian hockoy 
which already has its fair share of prohioms. 


PHOTOGHAPHS ROHITSAHU 
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WILLS 


WORLD CUP 

1996 



THE CURTAIN 
RISES! 

The countdown to the 1996 World Cup of Cricket began 
r^entiy with the offUial retease of the logo in New Delhi 
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CLOCKWISE FROM l£FT: 


Tlw olficiti 1000 for lh§ 19M 
World Clip. Tho twolvo fomdi 
foprooonciho ooloon oUbo 12 
paiticipotiiia foanif iotbo 


Tbt Big Rpyo (from loft): BCCI and 
PILCOM tacrotary Jagmolian 
Dalmiya. Arif AbbasI of tho 
Pakiflan Criekoi Board and 
praaidanii of India and Pakistan 
Boards, I. S. Bindra and Z. A. Shah 
Bukhari, havo dona tbair hit to 
bring tho World Cup bora. now 
can thoy guida It to a auecassfol 
and in spfta of tho political 
probioms botwoan tho two 
countrios? 

ITC senior Vico Prosidont Mr 
Kamal Ramnath proudly displays 
tho logo wbllo mambors of 
PILCOM (tho ioint organising 
committoo of tho tbroo host 
nations) look on. Apart from tho 
nominclaturo of tho toumamonL 
WiUs will havo tho bonofit of 
logoa on clothes, name on the 
stumps and priios. soma ground 
advortising and other bonofits 

A host of Indian criekoting 
porsonalHios worn prosont; 
among thorn. Afit Wadokar. Amrit 
Mathur. Tlgor' Pataudi and 
Bishon Singh Bodi. However one 
common criticism against tha 
logo coromony was that the 
sub*eontinontal flavour was tost 
by unnocossarily bringing in 
British commantalor Homy 
Blofold all the way to compora 
tho show 

Jogmoban Dalmiya tokos bis turn 
to bold up tho logo. Without 
Oabniyo'a administrativo fitnoss. 
this World Cup could not bovo 
comolothlsportof tho world and 
muohof tho aucoosa of tho 
foumamanl doponds on his 
organlootional skills 







PERSONALITY 


FRANCO BARESI 

STANDING 
THE TEST OF 


TIME 

At 35, Baresi might be 
slowing down,but he 
reigns as the aging 
emperor of defense 

I t IS often said that a small dose of 
scorn and contempt would 
sometimes spur a man to great 
heights It would make him 
strive for excellence, the pursuit 
culminating only when the man 
reaches the peak of success in his field 
As a youth one Franco Baresi was 
subject to such contempt—his 
passion playing football 
Orphaned early in adolescence, and 
his elder brother had gone to 
Internatiozale in Milan but while the 
older Baresi was accepted. Franco was 
advised by the coach to only consider 
football as a hobby and to never think 
of it as a career 

It was this result that played a major 
role in sculpting the character of 
Franco Baresi, who at 35 is the aging 
emperor in the ranks of AC Milan, the 
club where he made his debut in April 
'7S 

The Italian League is certainly one 



Bartsi in action in tha “U WorM Cup Final 
againat Brazii. Haro, ha wmta tha inMativa 
from Cafu, who couid oniy watch hapiassly 
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of the toughest in the world, and 
Baresi's longevity at this very high 
standard of football is testimony of his 
footballing genius. Since coach Nils 
Liedholm awarded him his first league 
match for Milan in '78, Baresi has 
played more than 600 senior games 
for the club-—an almost unrivalled 
feat in Italy, the country that has 
produced so many footballing greats. 

Baresi is a footballer who knows his 
utility and his weaknesses. He is 
probably not pin-up quality, but one 


cannot discount his utility for the 
team he plays in. Any of his colleagues 
in the Italian national side (he's 
played 81 games for the Azzuri) will 
vouch for this 5 ' 9 ' dynamo's solidity 
in defense, and how easily he leads the 
defense into an attack against the 
opposition goal. Argio Sacchi, who 
coached Baresi with Milan between 
'87 and '91, and with the Italian 
national side for three years said, "He 
was the most committed player in the 
team thenunder my direction." 


Commitment is one trait of 
charaaer that Baresi has in 
abundance. Having made his debut 
for the national side in '82, he retired 
from it in October '92. But the World 
Cup saw Baresi come out of 
retirement. He realised that Italy 
would benefit immensely from his 
experience and capabilities. "1 took a 
vacation from the national team. 1 
return with enthusiasm. I hope the 
teammates will welcome me. I was 
oppressed with a sense of guilt, and I 
must say the national team is the top 
achievement for a player," he said 
after he rejoined the team. 

Even after twisting his right knee in 
the match against Norway at the 
World Cup in the USA, he insisted that 
he would be there on the substitute 
bench to provide inspiration and 
valuable strategy to his teammates for 
their match against Mexico. Incidents 
like these endear Baresi to Italians 
who forgave him for missing that 
penalty against Brazil in the final, 
dismissing it as just a bad day in office 
for one of their favourite sons. 

His very important role in Italy's 
changing football fortunes has a lot to 
do with the way he perceives the 
game. Though he is much slower 
these days, he is one of the few players 
to realise the exact nature of 
aging—the body slows down, but the 
brain speeds up. It is the realisation of 
this secret, and his cerebral maturity, 
that has made him play for the 18th 
year in one of the most gruelling 
football leagues anywhere. 

This footballer who was born in 
Travagliato, near Brescia, never had 
any inclination that he would climb to 
such dizzying heights in pursuing his 
passion. Voted runner-up in '86 to 
Marco Van Basten as the Footballer of 
the Year, it was the highest honour a 
defender has received in recent times, 
since Beckenbaeur won the Award in 
1976. In faa, Baresi is nicknamed 
'Franz' because he is the most 
successful attacking libero since 
Beckenbaeur, who invented the 
concept of 'attacking defence'. 

Baresi's has been a life of stability 
and success through the constantly 
changing, and often constrasting. 




Ttammatat Apolloni and Maldini halp Barati 
racovar from cramps during tha Final, as 
Ramario of Braiil watchas on 

environments both in the social and 
footballing arenas in his country He 
has weathered different coaches 
different coaching strategics 
countless opposition forwards and 
even changing political regimes but 
for the football loving Italians he has 
been a constant 

Earlier this year there were reports 
of ils retirement from international 
football and how he was joining the 
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Japanese J-league playing lor 
Yokohama Flugcls He stuck on with 
AC Milan though signed on the 
dotted line for a cool $5 OO 00 as a basic 
salary and lead his team to the final of 
the Italian League 

When will Baresi eventually hang 
up his boots and concenirate full tune 
on his business—selling fine 
shoes—set up with the help of his 
wife ask people WhenisBarcsi 
finally going to retire^ 

Finally as a tribute to his excellence 


one can quote respected footballing 
critic Rob Hughes who wrote in his 
column, ''He (Baresi) has won 
everything there is, afforded 
everything, built with his wife, a 
company selling fine shoes and used 
his own redoubtable boot either to 
stop the world s most fitted forwards 
or to pass them by as he, more than 
any player in the modern era, turns 
defense into attack ' 

We rest our case 

K 0 Jacob 



“I'd bat till thy 
kingdom come 

says JIMMY ADAMS, the West Indian, who has proved to 
be his team's saviour with the bat on numerous occasions 


^ % T Indies 

I? ^ ^ team landed in India 
S last Oc tober lor a 

^ ^ heaic tour which 

included a three Test senes t veryone 
was looking forwaid to sec a young 
man by the name of Brian Lara scoring 
runs aplenty 

But by the time the West Indies 
ended then tour on a winning note in 
Chandigarh a new batting hero had 
emerged after Lara had lost hi s gOiden 
touch at least for the mcmient 
JimmyAdams the26^}eat-oldleft 
hander from lamaica established 
himscll in the West Indies middle 
order with a string of big score s which 
gave him an aggregate oi5l2 runs for 
the Test sc nes at an a\ trage of 170 66 
runs not a bad feat fora y oung man 
who has neither the flair ot a Brian 
Lara nor the experience of a Desmond 
Haynes 

Adams came to the rescue of his 
team in fiieol the six innings they 
played getting scores of ^9 and 81 at 
Bombay 125 not out and 23 in the 
second Test at Nagpur and finally 
unbeaten knocks of 174 and 70 in the 
leveller for the West Indies at 
Chandigarh 

Though he did nor do exceptionally 
well against the Australians—a senes 
of low scoring—he was consistent, 
notching up an average of 32 00, from 
four Tests in which he scored 160 runs 
in seven innings, with a highest 
score of 42 

Jimmy Ailamt: wick«llc 0 «|wr, balmiMi and 
bowl^, bt kas now aaraad a niclia for bimaalf 
in flio Wait Indias taam 




^ [ L E 


Jimmy Adorns can bat with pluck, 
bowl left arm spinners and can keep 
wickets too. This highly focussed 
cricketer has certainly come a long 
way. 

How did you get interested in 
the game? 

My father (who is a medical doctor) 
used to play with a few of his friends 
and, on lop of that, I went to a primary 
school. Port Maria Primary on 
Jamaica's north coast, where cricket 
was played half of the year and soccer 
the other half. 

Being an active youngster, you 
ended up doing one if not both of 
them. I played both and was fairly 
successful. 

What sort of formal coaching 
would you have had up to that 
period, taking in your primary 
school days? 

At primary school, no formal 
coaching. We just had a Mr Brown 
who made himself available to us by 
organising the competitions and 
basically, being there, organising gear, 
organising matches but for formal 
coaching, no that wasn't there at all. 


When did you begin to take your 
cricket seriously? 

I didn't start taking cricket seriously 
until I was about 14 or 15. The first 
two years in high school, you're just 
mucking about really, enjoying 
yourself and doing what you have to 
do, having fun which is all it was at 
that time. 

Was it then that you decided to 
concentrate on your cricket more? 

I went to cricket trials for the Jamaica 
youth team when I was 14, back in 
1982, and even though I didn't make 
it that year, it was a wonderful 
experience at that time. The following 
year, in 1983, we played three or four 
practice games and I did fairly well and 
that led to selection to the team itself 
for the 1983 tournament which was 
in Jamaica. 

Let's look at your promotion into 
the Jamaica senior team, at the 
age of 17. You took some time to 
establish yourself. 

A lot happened in the early years. 
Whereas I was playing in the youth 
team as a batsman who bowled, 1 


initially made the Jamaica team as an 
all-rounder, batting at No 6 or 7 and 
bowling some slow left-arm stuff. It 
look a long time to break the 
all-rounder stereotype. In the end, no 
one wanted to bat at No. 3 for a few 
years and it was basically thrown out 
to people and I accepted it a few years 
after I'd started playing and made 
something of it. 

Being selected as an all-rounder, 
did you make an effort to work on 
your bowling? 

If you're going to make a comparison 
with the time and effort I've put into 
my batting, there is no comparison. 
For better or for worse, I have no 
regrets about it. I've even got close 
friends with whom I've had 
differences of opinion (on it) but, at 
the end of the day, it is what you love 
doing and, if you don't like doing it, 
it's very hard so say you're going to 
put in the hours. I have a love for 
batting and I'd bat to thy kingdom 
come. I can't say the same for either 
bowling or wicketkeeping. 

But you now seem to have got the 


1 JIMMY ADAMS'FACT FILE 



Bom: Port Maria, Jamaica, January 9, 1968 

Teams: Kingston C.C. Jamaica, Nottinghamshire, West Indies 

Role: Left-handed batsman, left-arm spin bowler, wicketkeeper 




lOITs 

SO’s 

18 28 8 1,456 72.80 174 (no.) 

(P.S: He has never scored a duck in Test cricket) 

BOWLING: 831 balls; 449 runs; 9 wickets; Avg: 49.88; Best figures: 4—43 

ONE-DAYERS 

4 

6 

MATCHES INNGS NO RUNS AVG HIGHEST 

100’s 

50’s 

44 31 12 628 33.05 81 (no.) 

Catches: 23 Stumped: 4 

BOWLING: 78 balls; 59 runs; 2 wickets; 29.50 Avg; Best Figures: 1 —2 

Compiled by Han Prasad Chattopadhyay 
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Adams' passion is batting and on a number off 
occasions has boon West Indies saving grace 

job as keeper in one day 
internationals. It's a fact of life. 

It s mn something I run Irom if I m 
going to be very honest 

Initially I was tempted to say why 
bother'^ But when I reflected on it, if 
the powers that be believe I rn good 
enough to serve the team in that 
capacity, then 1 m more than happy to 
doit 

Having seen a lew times that it s 
benefited the team 1 m prepared to 
give It 100 per cent at all times 

You mentioned the youth tour to 
Australia. That was for the youth 
World Cup in 1988. How did that 
help your game? 

We went there with a very good team, 
the likes of Brian Lara, Ronald Holder 
Sam Skeetc, Robert Samuels, among 
others As under-19 players we didn't 
have much one-day experience m the 
West Indies and I think in view of that 
fact, the team did fairly well 
And we didn't go with either Ian 


Bishop or Dale Ellcock who were both 
young enough to go With them we 
might have won instead ol just getting 
to the semi final We played good 
cricket along the way and we all 
learned a tremendous amount not 
only about one day cricket but about 
Australian conditions 

You had Rohan Kanhai as the 
coach on that tour^ you had him as 
coach for the Jamaica team and 
now as coach of the West Indies 
team. What sort of influence 
might he have had on you? 

It's not a question of might He s like a 
cricketing father to me He started 
with me when I was 15 and he s been 
with me to this day He probably 
knows me better crickei-wise, than 
anybody else in the world at the 
moment There's a tremendous 
amount of love and respect between 
us and I think I speak lor a lot of young 
players in Jamaica, who came up 
through him 

You got into the West Indies team 
in that first Test against South 


Africa through a little bit of luck 
and proceeded to have a 
tremendous match. 

Carl Hooper had chipped a bone the 
day before and overnight I knew he 
had gone for an X-ray and I knew the 
finger was broken So I basically slept 
on the fact that I was going to play 
even though he didn t fail the fitness 
test until the morning of the game For 
me It was the culmination of a really 
satisfying season I'd scored quite a 
few runs in the Red Stripe Cup and 
things happened Gus (Logie) came 
back from Australia with a bad arm 
and then Hooper pulled up so 

1 m templed to say there was a bit of 
divine intervention 
The rest is in the history books 

What are your main forms of 
relaxation? 

I read a lot anything I find it very 
relaxing and enjoyable, you name it 
I'll read it You may also see me 
working on crosswords when we re 
wailing in airports but nothing too 
difficult 

COURTESY CARIBBEAN CRICKET QUARTERLY 
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Don Bradman and Sunil 
Gavaakar matt in Adalaida: 
grants of diffarant aras. 
Thair impact on tho gamo of 
crickat is incalcuiabia 


scored, say 2000 runs or more. How 
many batsmen have managed that, 
and who are they? Are they the true 
greats? 

The first such batsman was Jack 
Hobbs, rated by many as a complete 
batsman, a real master of the willow. 
He made a splendid Test debut in 
Australia in 1907-08, the beginning of 
a long career interrupted by the First 
World War, In 61 Tests up to 1^30, 
Hobbs scored 5,410 runs at an average 
of 56.94. 

He was joined in 1924 by Herbert 
Sutcliffe. Hobbs and Sutcliffe became 
a legendary pair of opening batsmen, 
featuring in 15 century stands in the 


ABOVE 
AVERAGE! 


OW often have we heard 
that statistics conceal more 
. than they reveal? Be it the 
form of a maiden or the 
piowess of a cricketer, we are told that 
there is much more—or less—behind 
mere figures. 

Let us take batting, lor instance. 
Sure, runs and averages provide no 
commentary on the elegance and 
artistry, courage and reliability, 
belligerence and innovation oJ 
top-call batsmanship. Yet, in the 
ultimate analysis, does it not really 
matter how many runs you score 
every time you go out to bat? Take 
two of the best batsmen in the world 
today. There can be a debate only as 
regaids which of the top two positions 
r.ara and Tendulkar occupy, not 
whether they are worthy of being up 
there, well above the crowd. 

Former England allrounder and 
long-standing expert on Test Match 
Special Trevor Bailey might have 
been expressing a widely-held belief 
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Only 18 cricketers 
have had a Test 
average of 50 and 
above. And recently, 
Tendulkar and 
Lara have achieved 
this same awesome 
statistic. So are 
they already among 
the greats or do 
statistics 

conceal more than 
they reveal? 


BY INDRA VIKF-IAM SINGH 


when he said, "'A Test average of 50 
separates the great batsmen from the 
very good." That would be a 
benchmark if you have played a 
reasonable number of innings and 


SIX years that they batted together for 
England. Sutcliffe distinguished 
himself by becoming one of the few 
batsmen to average over 60 in Tests, 
ending up with 4,555 runs at 60.75 
per innings in 54 Tests. 

Another great English batsman had 
made his appearance in 1927. That 
was Walter Hammond, a majestic 
driver of the ball, off the front foot and 
the back, and particularly powerful on 
the off-side. In 85 Tests Hammond 
notched up the then record tally of 
7,249 runs, averaging 58.45. 

They were all put in the shade by a 
little Australian called Bradman. Not a 
batsman before his arrival in 1928, 
nor one after, possessed his 
phenomenal ability to score runs, and 
it is unlikely that anyone ever will. 
Supremely fit and witlvsuperb 
footwork, Bradman had a penchant 
for the pull. This led the naive, the 
jealous and the ignorant to label the 
Don as a cross-batted slogger. That 
showed poor appreciation of this 



ioose-limbed craftsman who 
possessed all the strokes in the book 
Some critics pointed out that he never 
mastered the turning wickets But you 
cannot argue against his record With 
a mere boundary in his last Test 
innings, he would have ended a 
glonous Test career with an 
unthinkable average of 100 His 
dismissal with the second ball for a 
duck was perhaps the Lord s way of 
reminding every succeeding 
generation that Don Bradman was 
after all mortal He piled up 6 996 runs 
in only 52 Tests at an average of 99 94 
which has leit him towering over 
every other batsman who ever made 


his way to the crease 

The Second World War intervened 
when Hammond and Bradman were 
in their prime How many more runs 
they would have scored, had there 
been no Hitler, is best left to one s 
imagination The same fate befell 
George Headley He played a mere 19 
Tests in 10 years but still managed to 
score 2135 runs at an average of 
66 71 He was dubbed as the Black 
Bradman 

From South Africa Dudley Nourse 
averaged 53 81 in 34 Tests And from 
England there was the talented duo 
of Len Hutton and Denis Compton 
Hutton technically accomplished and 


of a cool temperament, broke 
Hammond s Test record, by scoring 
364 in 1938 In 79 Tests, he aggregated 
6 971 runs at 56 57 per innings 
Compton on the other hand, 
averaged 50 06 in 78 Tests 

"T HE beginning of the rise of the 
1 West Indies can be traced to the 
early years after the war with the 
advent in 1947 of three Barbadians 
the famed Ws Worrell Weekesand 
Walcott Frank Worrell the stylist 
was to become the first great West 
Indies captain though he just failed to 
end up with a Test average of 50 

Everton Weekes was a brilliant 
strokeplayer and very consistent He 
scored 4 455 runs in 48 Tests at an 
average of 58 61 The powerfully built 
Clyde Walcott was a savage hitter He 
hammered 3 798 runs in 44 Tests at 
56 68 

They were succeeded by the 
left handed Gary Sobers often rated 
as the ultimate cricketer Perhaps the 
greatest allrounder ever for Sobers 
the ball was meant to be belted as hard 
as pos'^ible Not only did he knock up 
the then highest score of 365 in Test 
cricket he also went on to record the 
highest aggregate of runs By the end 
of his career Sobers had scored 8 032 
runs at an average of 57 78 in 93 Tests 

Another from the decades of the 
fifties and sixties Ken Barrington was 
a dour unattractive batsman but very 
reliable His style did not please the 
spectators but whenever England 
needed him he was always there 
Barrington put together 6 806 runs in 
82 Tests at 58 67 

But one of the greatest 
disappointments endured by more 
than half of the cricketing world was 
to never have seen Graeme Pollock 
Worse still the ban on South Afnca in 
1970 cut shon his Test career when he 
was at his peak Very strong on the 
olf-side, he was a powerful driver He 
also favoured the cut and could hook 
very well, a virtual nemesis of fast 
bowlers In the 23 Tests that he was 
allowed, the left-handed Pollock hit 

Gaiy Sobare* one of the mot all aroundars af 
tba Waal Indian taam who till raeantly, bald Iha 
racord for tba higliait Individaal acora. 365 not 
oat 









up 2 2S6 uin«>at an average of 60 97 
No batsman has finished with an 
average of 60 ever since 
This paved iht way forihe great 
batsmen of the Seventies and Eighiies 
Hailing from a famous Australian 
cnckeiing family Greg C happe II was 
an upright batsman with one of the 
best on drives in the game A veiy 
tonsisieni score r he put together 
7 110 runs in 87 Te sts at 5 ^ 86 
The man who removed the 
mfcrioiiiy eoinple\ that had stunted 
Indian eriekei was Siiml Gavaskar His 
t xpioits ill his maiden Test st rie s in 
1971 in the West Indies made the 


An improviser and a fighter to the 
eore laved Miandad was not one to 
gift his wieket away An anachronism 
in a Pakistani te^m lull of brilliant and 
edegant strokemakers he was the 
most prolific Though dogged by 
injury in re*eenl years in his eiwn mind 
Miandad has still not finished with 
lest eriekei having already played 

KAMAL bLKA 


124 matches and gathered 8 832 runs 
at *52 57 

There could not have been many 
left handers as inelegant as Allan 
Border and hardly any as 
determined The ungainly sweep was 
one of the hallmarks of his baiting but 
he could also drive and pull with equal 
ease He lifted Australian cricket frcim 


world sit up suddc nly and take notice 
A little man but (d immense couragt 
and patience Ciavaskar possessed a 
masterly t( t hmquc V ery ni at oil his 
legs he was a powerful drivi r and 
cutit r ffe IS the only opt rung batsman 
III over 40 vears since the rtiirtnient 
of Len Hutton to have Imishtd with a 
Ti St average of 50 and that during the 
days ol the pace revolution lie 
became the first batsman to score 
10 000 Test runs Gavaskar called it a 
day aftet plaving 125 It sis having 
accumulated 10 122 runs at an 
average of 51 12 

Tht imperious Vivian Richards was 
a desiro>erof bowling Not averse to 
hitting across the line he could smash 
the ball all round the wicket To most 
he was simply the king Richards 



scored 8 5 40 runs in 121 Tests at 50 23 
per innings 


Tendulkar and 
Lara, in fact, 
are the only 
contemporary 
batsmen to 
have scored 
over 2000 Test 
runs and 
averaged over 
50 








rated high enough by the 
knowledgeable. Tendulkar, solid in 
defence but attacking by nature, has 
all the strokes in the book. His driving 
and cutting are breathtaking, and 
pulling of deliveries of various lengths 
simply delightful. He has handled 
pace and spin alike, but where he is 
lacking sometimes is in his selection of 
balls to hit, resulting in the surrender 
of his wicket. He has also to develop 
the patience to play a long innings. In 
other words, the impetuosity of youth 
has still not left him. 

Lara, of the flashing blade and 
twinkling toes, puts his wrists to good 
use on both sides of the wicket. But 
that may have been his undoing too 
on the slower Indian wickets where 
he was often reaching for the ball. His 
driving, however, is superb, and 
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PERSPECTIVE 


Javed Miandad his 
clownino in public bailed a 
shrewd cricketing brain 
and immense talent He is. 
of course, the highest 
run-getter for Pakistan 


ONE-DAY stahshcal comparison of 
TENDUIXAR AND LARA 



M 

1 

N.O. 

RUNS 

AV. 

HS 

C 

FIFTIES 

CATCHES 

TENDULKAR 

(1989-95) 

84 

83 

7 

3313 

43.59 

153 

5 

25 

45 

LARA 

1991-95 

96 

93 

10 

3060 

36.86 

115 

4 

21 

28 

# 


Compiled by Ravi Kant Snvastava 
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temperament his greatest ally Thai 
has helped him break the records for 
the individual scores in Tests as well as 
first-class cricket in quick succession, 
and that too so early in his career 
When one wonders what else he is 
capable of, one gets the feeling that he 
may well be responsible for the 
re-writing of Wisden 

Tendulkar and Lara, in fact, arc the 
only contemporary batsmen to have 
scored over 2,000 Test runs and 
averaged over 50 Sachin Tendulkar 
has 2 425 runs at 52 71 per innings in 
35 Tests, while Brian Lara has logged 
2 28^ runs, averaging 55 68 m 25 
Tests 

Michael Slater had joined the list 
after a good Ashes senes but the hot 
pace of the West Indies caused his 
average to drop Jimmy Adams and 
Vmod Kambli are averaging above 50 
but are currently around the 1500 
Test runs mark Another batsman of 
great potential, In/amam-uI-Haq has 
a similar aggregate but averages 
48 15 They would have to prove 
themselves further Steve Waugh had 
a dream Test senes in the West Indies 
He took his tally to 4,440 runs in 76 
Tests and boosted his average to 
47 23 But It IS doubtful that he will be 
able to cross the magical figure of 50 
during the rest of his career. 

Even in terms of statistics, 

Tendulkar and Lara are perched on a 
higher plane than the rest of the 
current batsmen They already find 
themselves in the pantheon of the 
greats in the art of batsmanship. 

So, do figures tell the truth 
ultimately? 

You tell me.0 
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Great Scandal 

T BB bribery revelations have 
ncm created the biggest 
scandal in crldteting history, AR 
Mid and done, the Pakistanis 
have faited to play the game In 
the proper perspective. No doubt 
the game of cricket is highly 
competitive and the stakes are 
very high. But that does not 
mean all ethics should be thrown 
out of the window. It is time that 
there is a code of conduct for 
players off the field. 

C-K. SUSRAMANIAM, 

Coimbatora. 



A Fair Deal 

A JAYJADEJAisagood 

batsman, bowler and fielder. 
As an opener, with Prabhakar 
and Sidhu, he has shown top class 
calibre. 

Though It is up to the selectors 
to select him in the forthcoming 
cricket matches, I feel that Jadeja, 
with his skill, spirit and 
determination, will be an asset to 
the Indian team. 

It is time that he got a fair deal. 

BHUPENBOSE, 

Calcutta. 


Thunderous 

Applause 

I would Uke to congratulate 
Arthur Cardozo for his 
q>landld 'Cartoon Comer' 
{Sportsworld, 12th April). SUs 
satirical view of the bribery 
scandal in Pakistan was simply 
supeib. 

It seefm^one cartoon is worth a 
thousand wbrdsi ' . 
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The Editor, 

Sportsworld, 
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TENNIS 


People are talking 
on the tennis 
circuit. Here 
PAUL FEIN 



provides the 
readers a few 
insights 


EVE ELLIS, a columnist, 
on the Women's Tennis 
Association's decision to 
reject Tampax as the tour's 


new title sponsor: "As 

Marjorie Snyder, associate 
executive director of the 
Women's Sports Foundation, 
stated, 'Society has difficulty 
talking about or dealing with 
sex and reproduction, 
especially as it relates to 
women. When a female starts 
menstruating, it reminds us 
that she is a sexual being 
capable of giving birth.' The 
WTA apparently wants to 
spare businessmen the 
embarrassment and even 


queasiness they would have 
felt at the mere mention of the 
T-word. And it doesn't w^nt 
its male fans to feel left out... 
Timidity surrounding the 
T-word inches American girls 
back to the days when they 
missed gym for a few days 
every month and provides 
justification, even today, for 
countries like Japan which 
enforces women's 
second-class status by legally 
imposing monthly menstrual 
leave." 


PROF ESSIONAL hPOn T 



PETE SAMPRAS, tettlng 
the Times' 

^ulle Cart how the serious 
Illness his eoadh and 
close fklendUtlm 
Gulliksbn, has saddened 
hhni 'Tve gone throng a lot 
widi 'Tlin; He's helped me out; 
. with my ^nie, but he's ajjSb a; 

dose l^eh^,^a]lv,al^.u^^ 

him hoqiitaii;!^,'ihat was : 
tough/rhimii^tioverte4' .. . 
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ANDRE AGASSI, on the 
importance of personality 
in big-time tennis: “It's a 
two-way street when I'm out 
there. I give to the people, 
sure, but they are giving a lot 
to me, too. So it kind of feeds 
off each other. And as far as 
the other players; Maybe 
others aren't as charismatic or 
don't have a tendency to get 
extreme out there, but I'm a 
believer that everybody adds 
something to the game. 
Sometimes I can remind 
people of McEnroe's temper, 
and other times I can remind 
people of Connors having 
fun. To compare one style to 
another isn't really fair to do. 
What the game needs, first 
and foremost, is rivalries. I 
think sports thrive on that. 
And secondly. It needs 
personalities." 


JENNIFER CAPRIATI, 
telling The New York 
Times Robin Finn that she 
cried incessantly after her 
1993 U.S. Open first round 
loss and descended into an 
emotional abyss: "I started 
out O.K., but at the end of the 
match I couldn't wait to get off 
the court. Totally, mentally, I 
just lost it, and obviously it 
goes deeper than that one 


match 1 really was not happy 
with myself, my tennis, my 
life, my parents, my coaches, 
my friends... I spent a week in 
bed in darkness after that, just 
hating everything. When I 
looked in my mirror, I 
actually saw this distorted 
image: I was so ugly and so fat, 
I just wanted to kill myself, 
really." 
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THE Princess of Wales, 
Lady Di, attended the 
Salem Open Hong Kong 
final, adding excitement, 
glamour and a fleet of 
extra photographers to 
the event. As she alighted 
from her dark green 
Jaguar and took her place 
in the stadium, all eyes 
were on the Princess. "It 
was a little strange," Jonas 
Bjorkman said. “When we 
walked on to the court I 
noticed all these 
photographers, but all their 
cameras were pointing up to 
her.” After watching the final. 
Princess Di assisted in the 
trophy presentation and had a 
chat with Michael Chang and 
Bjorkman. "She asked if I was 
going to Wimbledon, and I 
love to play on the grass so I 

THE ATP Tour Fan 
Headquarters has been a big 
hit at several tournaments 
over the last few months. 

SO 


told her I'd be there. I hope to 
meet her again if I can get on 
to Centre Court," said 
Bjorkman, who initially joked 
with the press that their 
conversation was a secret. 

"It's exciting," Chang said. 
"It's not every day that you 
get the chance to play in front 
of royalty. Actually, she's very 
down to earth, a lovely 
person, and easy to talk to. I 
met her once before when I 
did a charity event for her at 
the French Open in 1989." 
Princess Di also received a 
special gift on court from the 
Hong Kong Red Cross -a 
handmade book from the 
children who are assisted by 
the Red Cross in Hong Kong. 
Her comment about Chang: "I 
love his American accent." 


Unveiled at the U.S. Open in 
1994, the Fan Headquarters is 
a kiosk at every tournament 
with ATP Tour and player 


information, along with an 
IBM ThinkPad computer and 
pen that allows fans to 
hand-write letters to their 
favourite players. Here's a 
sample of some of the letters 
that have been written: "Hi 
Boris, I'm giving you one of 
my freckles for good 
luck.''-Nanci Stark, ' 
Cathedral City, California 

To Pete Sampras: "When 
you break up with your 
girlfriend, give me a call...call 
collect if you want."-Jaclyn 
Murasky, Bridgeton, N.I. 

To Andre Agassi: "I just 
wanted to tell you to move 
out of my way because 
Andrew is coming hard .1 love 
tennis. Peace, good 
luck.''-Andrew Wellisch, 
Miami, Florida 


BRAD GILBERT, recalling 
how sitting in a locker 
room several years ago 
with Connors, McEnroe, 
Lendl and Becker sharply 
contrasted with today's 
stars: "Those four guys 
wouldn't have looked at each 
other for nothing. If you put a 
hundred-dollar bill on their 
^ forehead... you know maybe. 
^ The electricity in that room... 
I could not believe. These four 
guys wouldn't even look at 
each other... and wouldn't 
talk to each other. Sometimes 
guys really believe, for the 
rivalry to be intense, you've 
got to think the other guy is an 
ass. Then you want to go out 
and kick his ass. The game is 
different now. All these guys 
get along. Andre can pick up 
the phone and talk to Jim or 
Pete. All these guys get along. 
They have a little more 
respect." • 
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SPOTLIGHT 


INTERVIEWED BY PAUL FEIN 


No tennis player today epitomizes the 'No guts, no 
glory" credo more than Thomas Muster, leading 
contender for this fortnight's French Open. 

Who else could collapse from exhaustion and 
dehydration after a gruelling Monte Carlo semifinal 
recently, be hospitalized for several hours and bounce 
back the next day to survive two match points and 
outlast Boris Becker 6-0 in the fifth set ? 

While a disbelieving Becker insinuated that foul play 
caused Muster's resurrection and his 20th straight 
victory in clay court linals, others attributed it to his 
tireless legs, solidgroundstrokes and never-say-die 
spirit. As 1950s star and current TV tennis broadcaster 
Tony Traberi says, "Nobody wants to play Thomas 
Muster on clay. He's terrific. "A fierce gladiator on 
court, no wonder he has not lost a match on clay 
this year til! the French Open . winning 28 matches and 
five consecutive titles. 

A fierce gladiator on court. No. 7 ranked Muster h.as 
remained rather unknown off it because he admits he 
"doesn 't really like to give interviews much or tell his 
secrets." 

The 27-year-old Austrian removes that cloak of 
secrecy in this wide-ranging conversation. He candidly 
discusses his courageous comeback from a serious car 
accident, his greatest triumphs, his views about the ATP 
Tour, his controversies and his lady love. 

You recently said that, you play on the 

professional circuit, you have to learn to take 
pain/' What did you mean? 

That playing tennis is not always fun. Playing 
professional tennis means you have to travel most of 
the time, you have to deal with your opponent, the 
weather, court conditions, whatever. And also the way 
you feel because if you play tennis every day, you can't 
feel well every day. So that means you have to take a lot 
of pain. And once you have figured out how that works 
and how to get over those things, it's a big step forward. 

Was your gruelling semifinal victory over 
Andrea Gaudenzi at Monte Carlo a classic 
example of that pain? 

Yeah. 

After that match you had to go to the hospital. 
And Boris Becker, who you then beat in a five-set 
final, commented that you were ^'either a very 
good actor or a miracle happened last night." 

What really happened? 

Becker said it was strange that you feel badly like that 
and you're almost dying. Either you're a good actor or 
something happened overnight. But he didn't believe 
in miracles. So that means—even if he didn't say it— 
he means that 1 was doped [taking drugs]. So I asked the 


A*!? to send a doping specialist right away. And I look 
[and passed] a drug test just to protect myself. 1 think 
it's in the hands of the ATP to do something about 
Becker's comments because it is the second time that 
Becker made these kinds of comments. The first time he 
said it he didn't actually mention any names, but in this 
case it was very obvious who he meant. Now the ATP 
should handle this to protect their doping program and 
their credibility for the sport. That's why I took the 
doping test. 

9 

Were you actually hospitalized for dehydration 
and hypothermia? 

I had low sugar and dehydration. 

You are one of tennis' more colourful 
characters. In 90-degree heat in the fifth set of 

Thomas Mutton hat won 28 matchot on a trot and notchod up 
f iva contacutiva toumamant victorias. Can ho continuo this 
stroak through tha Franch Opon 7 
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What 

Makes 

uster 

Run? 

He hasn't tost a clay court match 
this year and that's why THOMAS 
MUSTER is the favourite to triumph 
at Roland Garros this week 


exhausting matches, you like to Jump over the 
net during changeovers. Why do you do that? 

It's not to show the crowd or the opponent that I am 
fit. I just feel like doing it. And I do it because I like to 
enjoy myselt and I do whatever I feel is right to do at 
that moment. 

At the Hopman Cup In Perth, Australia, you 
trained by running up stairs In the empty part of 
the stadium while others were playing and 
practising. Were you showing off your love of 
rigorous training and revelling In your physical 
strength for others to see? 

It's not to show off. There are certain exercises I have 
to do. Most are jumping and running, and in the 
stadium you find a lot of stairs so that is the best place to 
do it. I don't care if anyone is practising or not. 

Do you consider yourself the most physically 
fit player on the pro tour? 

Maybe I'm one of the fittest. There are good 
examples like Chang, Courier, Sampras. There are great 
athletes on the tour. I wouldn't consider myself the 
fittest. 


Two of your most memorable career matches 
have come against Andre Agassi. At the 1988 U.S. 
Pro Championships In Boston, you were ranked 
No. 50 and you upset No. 6 Agassi in straight sets. 
When you phoned your father Heinz, he didn't 
believe you and thought you were joking. Please 
tell me about that big match. 

It might have been one of the biggest breakthrough 
matches ever on the ATP Tour—then it wasn't the ATP 
Tour—but in men's tennis. I was travelling for a while 
and was in the Top 50, but I never really had a 
breakthrough. Beating Andre and winning that 
tournament gave me a lot of confidence and showed 
me that I really can do it. I was down match point 
against [Jimmy] Arias in the first round, and I wasn't 
playing well in the weeks before. So when I called 
home, there weren't any expectations. They thought I 
was joking. It is nice when I look back now at seven 
years ago. 

Then at the 1994 French Open you played 
terrlflc tennis, especially In the fifth set to defeat 
Agassi 6>3,6-7,7-5,2-6,7-5. What do you 
remember most about that big victory? 

Playing against Andre then, even though he wasn't 
in the Top 10 and all the way back (from wrist surgery], 
it was a big match for the second round. It could have 
been a quarterfinal or semifinal there. It was a very 
exciting match with many ups and down—he came 
back from 5-1 down in the fifth set—and both of us 
deserved to win. Anytime I play Andre, we have fun 
out there, and we really try to give our best, and most of 
the time we have really good matches. 

Your comeback after your serious 1989 car 
accident at the Lipton Championships and knee 
surgery was remarkable. Although specialists 
predicted you'd be sidelined for at least a year, 
you returned to the pro tour after only six 
months, and you won a tournament In Australia 
after only nlne-and-a-half months. You admitted 
that "Many times [during your rehabilitation] I 
thought I was finished." How did you overcome 
all the pain and frustration to come back? 

When you are in that situation, you fight back and I 
really wanted to come back soon. It was frustrating 
because I was doing rehabilitation and praaising every 
day for about eight hours, and I didn't feel much of an 
Improvement in the first weeks, and 1 was impatient. 
Most of the time I didn't know if I could ever make it 
back again. Maybe I would never be flexible again or 
have the speed again. Basically it is a mind game you 
play. It is a question of breaking through again and 
believing you can do it. Then I won the tournament in 
Adelaide in 1990, and I had a very successful season 
after that. But all together, it was a great experience for 
me. 
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Only 13 months after your accident, when you 
were ranked No. 30, you confidently said, 
^^veryone has to be afraid of me/' Do you still 
feel that way? And, if so, why? 

Because I think tennis is a pressure game, and if 
you're confident, you play well. In a psychological way, 
people stopped giving me respect. At that time it wa^ 
very important for me to get back that respect on the 
tour and show that 1 was 100 per cent. And I know that 
on the tour, wherever I play and whoever I play 
against, players respea me and they know it's not going 
to be an easy match. That's a good thing. 

You soon backed up those words by winning 
the 1990 Italian Open and gaining the French 
Open semifinals. What did those two major 
successes prove to you? 

That was another step in my career—to win one of 
these major titles in traditional tournaments like Rome, 

After losing a match to a physically daplatad Muster, Bockar 
accHSOd him of drug taking. Muster want in for a dopo tost and 
tested nogativa 



or even Monte Carlo. At that time I felt I could really do 
it and win a major slam tournament after winning 
Rome. And, after the French I was ranked sixth in the 
world. Then I said to myself: You could win a major 
title. But at that time I have to admit I was burned out. I 
had endured a tough two or three years—the accident, 
the rehabilitation, the good season. I basically played 
three years without any break. I had a tough time 
mentally. It took me another six or seven months to get 
back. 

0 

You confided: After the accident I found out 
there are more important things in life than 
winning and losing.'^ What are these things? 

After the French I had a burnout and I didn't have 
fun playing tennis because I just overdid it, and I forced 
myself too much, my body and my brain, and there was 
no joy there anymore. It was just overcoming pain in 
1990 and 1991.1 actually dropped out of the Top 100. 

Then I started doing many things I had never done 
before because I stopped playiing tennis for a while just 
to do other things. I went out with friends, hanging out 
in bars, smoking cigarettes, whatever. After a while you 
figure out this cannot be your life. You come back to 
reality and you start missing tennis. I realized that I 
really like tennis and that's what I have to do. Then I 
started practising again and regaining the joy of tennis. 

You also said at the time: ^'The accident was 
very good for me as a person. It changed my life, 
my spirit.'' What did you mean? 

The accident was important in this respect: 1 had to 
find out that there arc other things in life, that health is 
very important, that life is not always up and happy. 
There are times when you have to lose and you are 
frustrated. 1 gained greater insights. When you are a 
kid, all you think about is tennis. And as a tennis player 
you have to be very selfish. But you learn to respect 
other things. You also have to do other things, you have 
to communicate with people. That's very important. 

So now you don't "live for tennis," as you once 
said? 

I still live for tennis. I don't know if I ever said that. It 
says that in the [ATP] Player Guide. Everybody does in 
a certain way. Living for tennis just means I'm 
concentrating on tennis, I'm focused, I have discipline, 
and I can control myself. Of course, tennis is not 
everything in my life. You have to understand that 
tennis is just a game, even if there is a lot of money 
involved. But if you are sick and have only two more 
years to live, you realize that tennis is not the most 
imponant thing. But it still means that everything I 
have has come from tennis. 

You have won 20 straight tournament finals 
that were played on clay. How do you explain 
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Are you highly patriotic? 

I wouldn't say that. I just feel that when I play for the 
team, that I'm responsible for the others, too, and 
maybe I even try harder in some matches than I 
probably would do in a normal tournament. In a 
normal tournament I play for myself. If I lose, I lose and 
the country doesn't lose. If I play for Austria—all the 
people living in Austria—they lose also. I'm 
responsible for everybody. That means there's a lot 
more pressure, but it's OK. I can take it. 

Austria's Judith Wiesner^ now ranked No. 22, 
has said that she was never sure she could make it 
as a pro tennis player because no one from 
Austria had done it before. Then you came along 
and cracked the Top 10 which, she said, boosted 
the confidence of every Austrian player. Are you 
now considered a role model by young Austrian 
players? 

I hope so. I hope they can gain confidence from that. I 
hope they don't react the opposite, adverse way and 
say, ""Well, I never can reach what Muster reached 
because he's too good." I hope when they go to Monte 
Carlo and see my name there on the trophy and see that 
I won it two times or that I won Rome, that young kids 
from Austria will get more confidence. I could be a role 
model, and I hope they see it that way. I would love to 
sec five Austrians in the Top 20, or somebody becoming 
better than me. That would be the biggest thing for me 
that could happen. I would be very happy. Look at what 
happened in Sweden because of one star, Borg. 

Are you recognized wherever you go in Austria? 

Oh, basically yeah. Right now, maybe I'm the most 
popular sportsman in Austria. In the winter we have all 
the skiers and ski jumpers, but maybe in the summer 
sports [we have] Gerhard Berger and Niki Lauda, who 
used to be world champion in Formula One [auto 
racing]. 




Andrei Medvedev disclosed that what he likes 
most about the pro tour is press conferences. Do 
you agree with Andrei? 

He's a very different type of guy. When he talks to the 
press, he likes to joke a lot. I'm somebody who doesn't 
really like to give interviews much or tell his secrets. 
Most of the time when you have a press conference, it's 
always the same questions. I can predict them 
before hand most of the time. It gets boring. I wonder 
why nobody comes up with some more interesting 
questions 

You are sometimes a controversial guy. In a 
1989 Davis Cup win over Australia you smashed a 
ball intentionally into Mark Woodforde's chest. 
Afterwards you said: ^^Such a hit intimidates the 
'^^ponent. It shows my strength and that I do not 


have the slightest consideration for him." Do you 

Oh sure! Because if this is the easiest shotl could hit 
to win the point, I would do it again. There is no reason 
not to do it. If he cannot take it, then he is in the wrong 
sport. If you play football or soccer and you are fouled a 
few times, and you cannot take it, then you are in the 
wrong sport, too. The same thing happens in tennis. 


still feel that way? 
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Off the court Tve heard that you play the 
drums and paint with acrylic. Please tell me 
about this side of you. 

I like to play drums because I always wanted to play 
an instrument, and I felt drums was the easiest to start 
with. 1 kept practising and got more into it, and I like it 
more and more. I also like to paint and put my feelings, 
my ups and downs, in colours and express myself that 
way. It's a very good relaxation for me. 

What are your other favourite hobbies? 

1 like playing golf because 1 like to be around nature. I 
like fishing because it's very quiet. I love fish because 
they don't talk much. (Laughter) I don't ski any more 
because it's too dangerous. But I like to drive fast cars. 

Isn't that dangerous? 

It depends on how you drive them. If you drive them 

well, 1 don't think they're really dangerous. You just 
have to watch that you drive the car and the car doesn't 
drive you. 

Do you drive over 100 miles per hour? 

Oh, that's easy. I've driven over 200 kilometers (124 
miles] an hour. 





Whan Agassi and Mustar play, thay always maka music, and tha 
fans lava it 

Sometimes you just hit it through the middle and the 
guy just stands there and doesn't move and you hit 
him. Or he picks one direction [to lunge for the ball] 
and you hit him. That happens. If I played doubles and I 
had the slightest chance to hit my opponent, 1 would do it. 


Early in your career you improved your mental 
conditioning by reading various books on the 
subject and working with a specialist. What 
exactly did you learn? 

I always try to improve my mental game because 
even when I was young, it was one of my weaknesses. I 
just kept practising it I read books about psychology 
training, breathing techniques, visualization, 
relaxation and dealing with people. The specialist I 
worked with in Austria was Willy Dungl. It helped me a 
lot to become what I am now and to have fun while I'm 
playing tennis. Tennis is a very technical game, but 
much of it is also a psychological game. I learned so 
much that I could probably write a book about it. 

Skiing and soccer are the two most popular 
sports in Austria. How much has your success 
increased tennis' popularity? 

Ronnie and I really increased interest in tennis. We 
helped show Austrians what a great sport tennis is. 
Nobody knew what the Davis Cup is before we had it in 
Austria. When we played against the U.S. in 1990 
[Muster beat Agassi and Chang in singles], every day 
we had almost 18,000 spectators. This was fantastic. 
And this was the result of a lot of our work. 1 don't want 
to be overconfident about this, but it's really something 
big we did in Austria. 

Would you please tell me about your girlfriend 
Marietta. 

We met two years ago in Gstaad, Switzerland. She's 
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pretty young, she's 20.1 don't think we're talking about 
marriage. She is a student, studying law. She likes 
sports which is very important for me. She loves to play 
tennis and loves to work out in the gym. 

In 1991 you were one of the first people who 
courageously protested the '^Best 14'' ranking 
rule. You then asserted: "I don't think the '14 
rule^ is a good idea. All It does is produce upsets in 
the first round because they don't care. Before 
you had pressure all the time. If you gained a 
one-pointer [for losing in the first round], it used 
to matter. Now who cares?" You have blasted the 
"Best 14" rule as the worst rule in sports. What 
would you advise the ATP to do? 

That's what 1 actually said, but 1 don't want the ATP 
to get angry with me. I still have that opinion. 1 would 
say that they can correa it by returning to the average 
system [they used before 1990] and have every 
[tournament] result count. It would be fairer. And it 
would protect the older players who play less 
tournaments than the younger players. But with the 
average system some smaller tournaments may die, 
maybe not in Europe because they are so traditional, 
but in the [United] States where they don't have quite 
as much interest as basketball or some other sports. 
Sometimes now the stars fly around the world after 


Davis Cup, for example, to a smaller tournament the 
next week. And if they had an average system, they 
probably wouldn't play some of those tournaments. No 
ranking system is perfect. But all the results must count 
and when you lose a match in the first round, it must 
penalise the loser. 

For its 1995 French Open predictions, an 
American tennis magazine wrote about you: 
"The toughest fighter, but lacks the big weapon 
to break through." What do you think of that^ 
prediction, and what are your chances to win 
Roland Garros? 

Even though I've won five tournaments already this 
year, I don't consider myself as one of the top favourites 
for the tournament. I would consider Jim Courier, 

Sergi Bruguera, Andre Agassi or Pete Sampras the 
favourites there. Because I'm not somebody when I go 
to Paris that people would say this is the man who is for 
sure going to win the tournament. I'm somebody who 
— if I have a good draw and everything goes well for 
two weeks—possibly could win it. Possible means 
anything can happen. 

Like when Gomez won the French Open in 
1990? 

Exaaly. # 



heavenly sound that dobs not cost the BARTH: DOUBLEDBCK WITH UNIOUB HEADS 
THAT DELIVER LIFE-LIKE SONIC PERFORMANCE; 500 WATTS PMPO POWER AMPLIFIER. WITH LEAST 

DISTORTION. 5 Band Graphic Equalizer; FM, 8W, MW Tuner; 

AND Speakers that reproduce crisp high frequency response, 
sumptuous midrange, distortion-free low bass and PRECISE Ste¬ 
reo Imaging. Plus, Karaoke. 

The URANUS FM 2000. PERFECTION RUNS IN THE FAMILY. 

^ Sonodyne International Ltd. 


SONODYNE 


FM2000 

MlMi COMPOMBNT STKIIBO MuBIC SVSTBMB 
THC SOUL OP SONIC PCRPBCTION. 













PRESENTING THE IRONMAN FROM TIMEX. 
THE ONLY WATCH THAT CAN SWIM 3.8 KMS, CYCLE 
180 KMS AND RUN 40.3 KMS ALL AT ONE 00 


Or in other words the only watch that can compete in the Ironman Triathlon and still keep ticking Voted as one 
of the most gruelling tests in stamina, this event is held every year in Hawaii where each contestant has to cover 
3 8 kms of swimming, 180 kms of cycling and 40 2 kms of running Little wonder that the Timex Ironman was 
chosen as the official time keeper As one of the most futuristic watches of the decade, its wide spectrum of Features 
include functions such os 5 individual alarms, a 30 page 240 multicharacter memo, a chronograph with a 100 
lap and split time memory, a countdown timer, 2 time zones and an indiglo function So rush to your nearest watch 
store and witness a test run Better still take one home and en|oy the whole process of discovery yourself • with 
our free instruction manual as your guide One thing is certain, you'll never settle for a vyatch that |ust 

tells you the time, ever ogairr The Ironman Triathlon from TIMBX, 

PMCOVW Tm WHOU UNM OF TMMX OWiTAU INOUMNO THI 100 LAP IRONMAN TRUTHLON AT ALL TITAN SHOWROOMS, 
tlTANMIOM AND HAOma WATCH STORn ACROSS TNI COUNTRY. THI WATCH AROVI It PRICIOATRS. ISOS (INCLUSIVi OP ALL UVIIS). 
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REVIEW 


ACTION TIME! 

The action on the Formula One circuit hots up, with both Damon 
Hill and Michael Schumacher trying to assert their supremacy for 

the Drivers' Championship 


BYKO JACOB 


T hey said that the pressure 

was getting to him They said 
that Michael Schumacher's 
psyche had lost the edge it 
had last year when he won the Drivers 
Championship There was talk that 
Damon Hill and David Coulthard of 
Rothmans Williams and their Renault 
FW17 machines were too good for 
Schumacher's Benetton Renault B 
195 Schumacher did nothing to quell 
these cntiasms, he had crashed out of 
races on a couple of occasions this 
season and his performances were not 
enough to give him credence 
After 65 laps at Barcelona for the 
Spanish GP the critics stood silenced 
Schumacher proved conclusively that 
he was still championship material by 
winning the race with such elan—he 
led from pole position and never once 
relinquished his position till he took 
the black and white chequered flag in 
1 hr 34 mms 20 secs, doing an average 
speed of 195 32 kmph This win saw 
him at the top of the Drivers' 
Championships once again, ahead of 
Damon Hill by one point 
"It was the perfect race for me and 
the team and I think, this was the best 
answer to people who say I cannot 
handle pressure We still have more to 
come from the car and we are all 
delighted with the result," said a 
delighted Schumacher after postmg 
his first win this year 
However, the talk of the day 
centred around Damon Hill finishing 
fourth Hill was in the second place, 
behind Schumacher nght till the last 

Mlcbatl Schuiiiaeliar won tho Spanish 8P in 
stria. IsMiini from pals pssitisn right till ths 
and. Phslog^ shows him landing at ths start 














REVIEW 



David CouMiard saan hara driving through tha 
straala of Barcalona. would hava finiahad third 
ifhadidnothavatoratira in tha 55th lap 
following gaar box problams 


lap, when his car suffered a loss of 
hydraulic pressure and he could not 
do anything but watch Schumacher s 
teammate Johnny Herbert come 
second and Gerhard Berger come 
third A disappointed Hill said after the 
race,' On the last lap, I went to pull for 
sixth gear but it didn't happen and 
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something was wrong with the 
hydraulic system that runs the gear 
box Unfonunately, the throttle 
system works off the hydraulic pump 
and eventually the car stopped It was 
a tough race but second place would 
have kept my lead in the 
Championship which would have 
been good enough for me " 

Another inadent that took 
centrestage at the Spanish GP was 
former world champion Nigel Mansell 
retinnginlap 19 The Englishman 


who doves for McLaren Mercedes has 
had an awful season so far and there 
were rumours doing the rounds that 
he might even be contemplating 
retirement, this time for final, even 
before the season is halfway through. 

Mansell was apparently not satisfied 
with the way his car is handling, and 
at 42 years of age it was doubtful 
whether he had the stamina and the 
inclination to go through the 
strenuous process of test driving 
askmg for alternations to be made. 






Nigel Mamell wet replaced by teat driver 
Mark Blundell for the reel ef eeeeoii. Is it the 
end ef the reed for Mameirs FI career? 

and then finally honing his machine 
to the entity he wanted it to be 

However, team McLaren Mercedes 
and team boss Ron Dennis deeded to 
end the misery for Mansell They 
dropped Mansell from the team for 
the rest of the season and instead 
signed on their test dnver Mark 
Blundell for the rest of 
the season starting with the Monaco 
Grand Pnx For Mansell this foray mto 
FI ranng remained an unrealised 
dream 

By the time you read this the action 
at Monaco would also be over, but the 
onus will be on Damon Hill to get back 
to the lop of the charts Schumacher, 
confident of his abilities once more, 
will not give Hill much leeway in any 
race leave alone on a very demanding 
street arcuit that leaves little room 
for ovenakmg or error People had 
reminded Hill that there was a family 



legacy to be maintained in Monaco But there is one Mr Michael 

the late Graham Hill, father of Damon Schumacher who mtends starting a 
Hill, had won the race five times in the personal legacy of his own, having won 
Sixties the Monaco GP last year • 


Formula 1 World Champions 




OTHER EVENTS 

JUNE 7; Rome Grand 
Prix athletics; Multi- 
nations boxlnp, Liver¬ 
pool; TT Races, Isle Of 
Man. 

JUNl: 8: Multi-nations 
boxing, Liverpool; Eng¬ 
land vs West Indies first 
Test, Headingley; Open 
lourn. players golf 
champ, Hamburg; TI' 
Races, Isle Of Man, Japan 
(Jpen table leiinis, Oki¬ 
nawa; IITP world iirciiit 
events (Asia h America); 
Worhl Cup rugby, South 
Africa 

Jl’NL' Multi nations 
boxing, Liverpool; Eng¬ 
land vs West Indies first 
Test, Headingley; Open 
lourn. players golf 
champ. Hamburg; TT 
Races, Isle Of Man; Japan 
Open table tennis, Oki¬ 
nawa. IITF world circuit 
events (Asia h America); 
World (Jup rugby. South 
Africa. 


PRIME SPORTS THISi 


JUNE 10. Multi-nations 
boxing, Liverpool; Eng¬ 
land vs West Indies first 
Test, Headingley; Open 
lourn. players golf 
champ, Hamburg; Japan 
Open table tennis, Oki¬ 
nawa; ITTF world circuit 
events (Asia ft- America); 
World Cup rugby. South 
Africa. 

JUNl' II. Multi-nations 
boxing, Liverpool; Eng¬ 
land vs West Indies first 
Test, Headingley; Open 
lourn. players golf 
champ, Hamburg; Italian 
motorcycle Grand Frix, 
Miigello; Indycar (world 
series) Detroit, Michi¬ 
gan; Japan Open table 
tennis, Okinawa; ITTF 
world circuit events 
(Asia It America); World 



Cup rugby. South Africa. 
JUNE 12: England vs 
West Indies first Test, 
Headingley; ITTF world 
circuit events (Asia 6- 
America); Queen's Club 
tennis champ., World 
Cup rugby. South Africa. 
JUNE I): ITTF world cir¬ 
cuit events (Asia & Ame¬ 
rica); Queen's Club ten¬ 
nis champ, T,ondon; 
World Cup rugby. South 
Africa. 

)UNE 14: ITTF world cir¬ 
cuit events (Asia & Ame¬ 
rica); Queen's Club ten¬ 
nis champ, London; 
World Cup rugby. South 
Africa. 

.lUM* 15: Scotland vs ^ 

Wes! Indies, Edinburgh; ’ 

Jersey Open golf. La •, 
Moye; US Open golf. 
New York; ITTF world cir- 
cuit events (Asia 6- Ame¬ 
rica); Queen's Club ten- 
nis champ, London; ' 

World Cup rugby. South 
Africa. 

JUNE 16: US open golf, \ 
New York; Jersey Open ; 
golf. La Moye; ITTF ,! 
world circuit events 
(Asia & America); 
Queen's Club tennis 
champ. London; World ;v 
Cup rugby. South Africa. 
JUNE 17: International | 
invitation athletics, Lille: ■' 
Durham vs West Indies, i*; 
Chester-le-Sireet, Jersey / 
Open golf. La Moye; US p 
Open golf. New York; | 

Can the West Indies f 

salvage their reputation on 
English soil? 



Vorld Cup rugby in South Africa 

ITTF world circuit events 
(Asia fr America); 

Queen's,. Club tennis 
champ, London; World 
Cup rugby. South Africa. 
JUNE 18; Durham vs 
West Indies, Chesier- 
le-Street, Jersey Open 
golf. La Moye; US Open 
golf, New York; ITTF 
world circuit events 

(Asia 6- America); 

Queen's Club tennis 
champ, London; World 

Cup rugby. South Africa. 
JUNE 19: Durham vs 
West Indies, Chesier- 
le-Street, ITTF world cir¬ 
cuit events (Asia & Ame¬ 
rica); World Cup rugby. 
South Africa. 

JUNE 20: ITTF world cir¬ 
cuit events (Asia & Ame¬ 
rica); International invi¬ 
tation athletics, Madrid; 
World Cup rugby. South 
Africa. 
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FORTNIGHT 

PRIME 

EVENTS ON PRIME SPORTS 

ASIA CUP BADMINTON: Tune in to Prime Sports for live 
coverage of the semi-final and final of this premier 
championships from Qingdao Gymnasium, China. This 
invitational event is similar to the World Cup Badminton 
Championships with twelve players competing in the men's 
singles, eight in the ladies singles; men's doubles and six pairs 
in both ladies doubles and mixed doubles competitions. The 
best Asian players are allowed to participate because of the 
restricted invitational nature of the event and a large prize 
money of US $ 13,000 offered. Don't forget to switch on 

your TV on June 17 at 3.30 pm and on June 18 at 12 noon. 

ITAl TAN MOTORCYCLE GRAND PRIX: This will be the 
fourth consentive year Prime Sports will broadcast the entire 
circuit live and with indepth analysis. The 1995 session will see 
Lons Capiossi move up from 250cc to 500cc hoping to make 
the competition even stiffer On Sunday, June 11 tune in at 2 
pm for all the action from Mugello. 

SOCCER: 

Wednesday 7: Chinese soccer highlights at *> pm 

Friday 9 Asian Football Show at 3 30 pm 

Saturday 10* Asian Football Show at 9.30 pm 

Sunday 11: European Soccer Show at 2 pm 

Monday 12: European Soccer Show at 1.30am& 12.30 pm 

Tuesday 13* Futbol Mundial at 4 pm 

Wednesday 14* Chinese soccer highlights at 5 pm 

Friday 16. Asian Football Show at 3.30 pm 

Saturday 17* Asian Football Show at 9.30 pm 

Sunday 18: European Soccer Show at 5 pm 

Monday 19: European Soccer Show at 9 30 pm & 12 JO pm 

Tuesday 20; Futbol Mundial at 4 pm 

WWF* 

Friday 9: Wrestling Spotlight at 2.30 pm 

Saturday 10 Wrestling Spotlight at 11 30 pm & 5.30 am and 

Mania at 2 pm 

Sunday 11: Wrestling Mania at 11.30 pm 

Friday 16: Wrestling Spotlight at 2.30 pm 

Saturday 17: Wrestling Spotlight at 10.30 pm 6* 5.30 am and 

Mania at 2.30 pm 

Sunday 18: Wrestling Mania at 1.30 am 



Wrtttling Spotlight A very popular programme for kids 
on Prime Sporti 

GOLF: 

Sunday 11 Kemper Open golf (day 3) at 12 noon 
Monday 12- Kemper Open golf (final day) ji 7 pni 
Tuesday 13 Deutshe Bank Open highlights at 6 30 pm and 
BellSouth Sr. Classic at 4 30 pm 
Tuesday 20. Jersey Open (day 3) at 30 pm 

RACING: 

Sunday 11: Italian Motorcycling Grand Prix live at 2 pm 
Monday 12: Italian Motor^clmg Grand Prix at 11 pm 
Tuesday 13: FI Canadian Grand Prix at 7 30 pm 






































rSlunny that last fortnight's 
column dealt with cricketers and 
marriage. It was written before 
Imran Khan's surprise "matrimonial 
alliance" with the daughter of British 
billionaire, Sir James Goldsmith. 

We know you have had a rather 
large dose of cricket marriages of late, 
but this column must also 
inadvertently deal with our two main 
stories in this issue: the marriages of 
Sachin Tendulkar and Imran Khan. 

And what a contrast! Sachin and his 
family went out of their way to make 
the marriage a lowkey affair with as 
little publicity as possible. The guest 
list was carefully prepared, so much 
so, that the local post office received 
bags full of mail mainly requesting for 
invitations to the ceremony or even 
the reception. Many may call me 
foolish for not attending the 


reception, in spite of being invited, but 
what amused me when I received the 
invitation was the P. S. at the bottom, 
of the rather simple card: "Please 
bring this along for entry." 

So averse was Sachin to publicity 
that he didn't want any press 
photographers to be at the 
ceremonies. The media, represented 
by a senior Bombay-based cricket 
writer, had to enter into 'negotiations' 
with Sachin to come to a compromise 
about coverage of the 'event'. 

On the other hand, publicity 
seemed to follow Imran and Jemima 
with every step they took. Our Indian 
press wasn't far behind the British 
tabloids, and I daresay, many readers 
have written in to newspaper editors 
complaining about the excessive 
coverage of the "affair". (If one can 


Imran Khan and Sachin Tandulkar two marriages of interosting contrasts 



use the word). 

The debate, speculation and 
rumour was as overdone as the 
coverage. Everybody who was 
anybody was quoted, from a college 
girl in Karachi to Tasleema Nasreen, 
whose previous knowledge of aicket 
would match my knowledge of the 
plight of women in Islamic society. 

One theory about the marriage was 
that this was the British secret 
service's way of infiltrating Pakistani 
politics at the very top. Imran's 
father-in-law. Lord James, being an 
influential gentleman in Britain, apart 
from being richer than the queen, will 
apparently see to it that his son-in-law 
eventually becomes the Prime 
Minister of Pakistan, which will 
ensure the MI5's total control of 
things in that country. Why, that's as 
ridiculous as Maradona's recent claim 
that his World Cup expulsion was the 
result of a CIA plot, because of his 
friendship with Cuban leader Fidel 
Castro, one of America's greatest 
enemies. 

Let's just give Imran the benefit of 
the doubt and see how things shape 
up. Of course how the new Haiqa 
Khan takes to Lahore society is a 
different issue. But let's not get too 
worried about that either. Anyone 
who was had the pleasure of being a 
guest at a rich Pakistani's house in 
Lahore or Karachi will tell you that all 
the talk of rigidity and 
non-consumption of alcohol is a load 
of rubbish. 1 have personally been to 
parties in Lahore and Karachi, the 
likes of which will make a "hip" 
Bombay bash seem like a kid's 
binhday party. 

Jemima will do just fine, take my 
word. After all, one of her close 
friends, Charlotte Esdellia has 
described her as being "a bit of a 
hell-raiser. We had some wild parties 
but she was no worse than others." 

Imran and she may work things 
out, to being "happily married", after 
all. As long as we don'j overhear The 
Khan repeating what one friend of 
mine once confided in me: "Yes, Tm 
happily married; Tm married and my 
wife is happy." 

Andy O'Brien 
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RIDE THE BIG-SCREEN 



THE NEW POWERVISION FROM PHILIPS 

sound Big putuic Now i nrc rn it ion i i home cineini entertainment is hen I lorn iMiilips who iloru i in hnng 


you so mu( h tiihnoiogv foi so little So c itt h tlu hig ixeiteiiunt locliv HfCJiise U Philips inNtnl lor you 
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Value for money, for yvars 
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RTSWORLD (FORTNIOfflLY) 7 JUNE 1993 
REGO NO WB/CCGQr79TN/MS(C)175MH-BYS-7l9 


"Whoever beats 
his record will be 
one tired man" 

Natvab ofPataudi on Kapil Dev's 
landmark feat of 4$4 wickets. 
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I he strength and perseverance that has gone into every single* run up 
of Kapil s /illion deliveries will continue to inspire players for years to 
eomc At 8“^ Km to a litre the hampion is another record holder A 
good reason for Kapii io choose it, when he is off the pitch. 
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YOU HAVE THE DRIVE. 
NOW GET THE POWER. 
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SERVO' SUPERIOR XE&SH 

EXTRA ENERGY EFFICIENT MULTIGRADE ENGINE OIL 


High speed ana power that is what tod^ s new aenerdtion cars are ail about These hi tech automobiles demand 
a superior engine oil like Indianoil s SERVO SUPERIOR XEE SH that can perform even under some of the most 
demanding conditions And it s peilected at Indianoil s Research and Development centre One of Asia s most 
advanced 

I SERVO SUPERIOR XEE SH is a high grade engine oil that meets the stringent requirements of 
API SH/CD ILSAC GF I and the EC 11 level energy conservation standards Apex international bodies like the 
American Petroleum Institute (API) and International Lubricant Standardisation andApproval Committee (ILSAC) 
have attested the quality of SERVO SUPERIOR XEE SM It exceeds the requirements of American European 
Japanese and Indian gasoline cars Including those equipped with catalytic converters and operating on unleaded 
petrol 

What s more SERVO SUPERIOR XbE SH is the only mineral oil based engine oil in India to have the double seal 
of approval the API Donut and Starburst symbols 

SERVO SUPERIOR XEE SH ensures a minimum 2 7% fuel conservation under ideal test conditions It increases 
engine life and reduces maintenance costs An extended oil change period of 10 000 km ensures better economy 
Now at last you have the power to drive your engine to the limits Switch to SERVO SUPERIOR XEE SH and feel 
the difference 



lOANOL 


SeRVD ADDS LIFE. 

Available at Indianoil petrol stations in your city 


IOC $39/f5 « 
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A 'FRANK'ASSESSMENT 

A profile of Frank Rijkaard who 
has bid adieu lo a glittennj; 
international career 


BOOM BOOM OR BUST 

This year's Wimbledon has got to 
produce something spectacular 
if It has lo retain its charm 


irSGOTTOBEJCT! 

In one of the premier football 
tournaments in the country, 
ICT, Phagwara emerged the 
winners in the Lifebuoy- 
Federation C up 
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the power Of 


castrol 




Power-packed, low-smoke, synthetic-based Castrol JETTX 
unleashes the power in your bike Getting you off to a flying 
start Be it on the race track or at the traffic signal 

Synthetic-based Castrol JETTX ensures a clean, smokeless 
burn and extra mileage 

Castrol JETTX meets the latest technical specification 9 
introduced by major Japanese bike manufacturers — 
M345^ ^— the highest for two-stroke bikes worldwide 
Siyitch to Castrol JETTX Get off to a flying start Break into 
freedom And zap the rest 

Cattrol JETTX la baat aultad for Japanaaa angina 
two-atroka bikaa and aeootara, viz. Yamaha, KawaaakI, 
Suzuki and KInatle Honda. 
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P E R S‘ 0 N A L I T y 


FRANKLIN EDMUNDO RIJKAARD 


A 'Frank' 
Assessment 


One of the world's most dazzling and complete playmakers took a bow from 

the game of soccer 


W HO would ever believe 
that an unknown by 
the name ot E ranklin 
Edmundo Ri)kaard 
would make history by becoming the 
first 'black antecedent from the 
Dutch colony of Surinam to brush 
shoulders with the all-whnc Dutch 
counterparts of Ajax Amsterdam in 
the beginning of the Eighties ^ That 
was some achievement* And soon 
after, Rijkaard s ascendency to the top 
began in right earnest 
When his family migrated 
permanently to Holland in the Fifties 
It was not exactly a proper country for 
the blacks to settle in The uneasiness 
prevailed although they were not 
exactly treated like outcasts But the 
Rijkaards gradually began to face the 
realities of Amsterdam life and finally 
adjusted to the surroundings 
Franklin Rijkaard was born in 
September 1962 and gradually 
adapted to the foreign environment 
around him He also channelised his 
energies by concentrating on the 
game of football at a tender age under 
the tutelage of his elder brother and 
father. Frank, as he was known, 
possessed a latent potential and Ajax, 
the club where the policy of schooling 
young Amsterdammers in football 
particularly from the streets, took him 

WMIdCupUS IMs miliMirtftteklM 
ZlRto is dw aaniiM M Oall^ 

flIiA flilfc 


into its fold when he was barely 12 
years old Frank s dedication and 
diligence was tremendously 
encouraging and the reward came in 
the form ot his making his 
international debut—at the age of 
19—seven years later against 
Switzerland 

Young Rijkaard was elated but the 
conservative team officials fumed 


Not at his skills but presumably at the 
colour of his skin since no black had 
ever donned Dutch colours in an 
international match For Rijkaard it 
was the acid test a test as much of his 
talent as for his survival in Dutch 
soccer But he came out with flying 
colours against Switzerland in 1981 
He had made history the first black to 
play for Holland—and a Dutch club 






PERSONALITY 


Ajax Amsterdam soon predictably 
recognised him to be a future star 
And wufiin SIX years (1980-85) Frank 
Rijkaard helped Ajax win the league 
four times—and scored nearly ten 
goals in eac h season Actually, 
Rijkaard's footballing career-—fame 
and fortune—^hovered around two of 
Europe s renowned clubs, Ajax and 
Milan In fact, Rijkaard was 'plucked' 
fiom the ranks of Ajax's schooling 
system and 'bought' by the 
high-profile Italian club for an 
astronomical sum 

The shy and unassuming Rijkaard 
had during these profitable years 
become a virtuoso in the midfield Or 
for that matter he was equally 
capable of matching the best in the 
defence too His all-round skills even 
prompted Argentine coach Carlos 
Bilardo and Jackie Charlton to opine 
that Rijkaard was the epitome of 
modern day's total football Rijkaard's 
skills proved to be so sought after that 
leading clubs tried to outmanoeuvre 
each other in order to have him in 
their line ups 

For an apt illustration of this we 
have to go back to 1987 It was the 
year when Dutch soccer once more 
sounded a warning to the rest of the 
world It also saw the binh of 
ultra-talented footballers like Ruud 
Gullit and Marco van Basten Gullit 
soon rose to great heights becoming 
the darling of world soccer But like all 
good players, he too succumbed to the 
lure of the lira, opting to move to the 
football circus in Italy by joining AC 
Milan Gullit's transfer to Italy was 
like a death blow to his club PSV 
Eindhoven PSV were facing a crisis of 
sorts and wanted to strengthen their 
ranks by requisitioning the services of 
the low-profile but highly dependable 
Rijkaard But Rijkaard's club Ajax had 
a lot of respect for his skill and sensing 
the threat of a purchase, Ajax boss and 
former Dutch captain Johan Cruyff, 
managed to retain Rijkaard by making 
him captain 

It was a promotion that managed to 

Frank Riikaard fouls West Gannan Rudi 
Voallar during tha Italia '90 at Milan. Tha 
rafaraa bookad tha Dutch playar and than sant 
him off tha Raid 
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excite Rijkaard's senses but only for 
a while AC Milan soon tempted him 
with an attractive offer, and he moved 
to Italy Rijkaard was overawed by the 
atmosphere that dominated Italian 
soccer but he managed to adapt and 
with the combined talents of Gullit 
and Van Basten, took Milan to the 
realms of great ness Rijkaard served 
Milan for three fruitful seasons during 
which he played in the European 
Champions Cup Final an equal 


number of times 

If Rijkaard did have a fault, it lay in 
his versatility And it was exactly this 
quality that saw him failing prey to the 
designs of overambitious managers 
Things came to a head when during 
Italia '90, he felt he was under-utilised 
and wasted as a defender RijJkaard's 
talent bloomed when he was given 
the order to operate freely and it was 
in times like this when the soccer 
world saw glimpses of him as the 'total 



footballer'. 

But in Italia '90, Rijkaard Just could 
not soar. To make matters worse he 
was sent off the held for a highly 
publicised wrangle with Rudi Voeller 
and thereafter unceremoniously 
discarded. A frustrated Rijkaard 
reacted by retiring at the young age of 
27. It was no doubt a hasty decision 
and one which the pundits described 
as premature. 

His rage was soon placated when 


Rinus Michel was reinstated as the 
Dutch manager. Michel took the 
initiative to try and get Rijkaard out of 
hibernation and within a short spell of 
time he performed brilliantly in a vital 
European Championship qualifier in 
1991. 

The years rolled on and with it, 
Rijkaard's skills and dependability 
grew. 'The competitive atmosphere 
that prevailed in Italian soccer slowed 
down the progress of Gullit and Van 



Basten. Over-ambitious defenders 
took turns to try and shorten the 
professional lives of these two players 
and finally succeeded. Their legs 
scarred by surgeons scalpels—thanks 
to numerous operations—^Van Basten 
could continue no longer while an 
injured Gullit was forced to spend most 
of his time on the substitutes bench. 
And through all this, Rijkaard 
survived, playing in 65 internationals 
and scoring seven goals over a span of 
15 years. 

It was in 1993, when the midfielder 
finally 'sated' with the Italian lira and 
the thrill of competition, requested for 
a transfer home provided his old club, 
Ajax were willing to requisition his 
services. Ajax coach, Louis van Gaal 
was only too willing to have Rijkaard 
back, knowing fully well that he was 
capable of inspiring the young players 
in the team. 

And so at the age of 32, Frank 
Rijkaard decided to have one last fling 
with greatness. And what better 
occasion to choose thana European 
Champions Cup Final between Ajax 
and AC Milan—two teams that were a 
part of Rijkaard's life. And when 
Patrick Kiuivert, another young star 
of Surinamese origin, sqj^red the 
winning goal for Ajax in the last 
seconds of the match, Frank 
Rijkaard's dream had been realised. 

But the party was not over yet. Ajax 
were on the threshold of winning the 
Dutch league and they crowned their 
record-breaking season with a 3-1 win 
over Twente Enschede. And when 
the final whistle blew, Rijkaard 
paused to stand motionless on the 
pitch while the fans roared a special 
verse of "You'll Never Walk Alone" 
and beseeched him to put his plans to 
start a fashionable clothing business 
on hold. 

Franklin Edmundo Rijkaard just 
stood and basked in their love with a 
glass of champagne in his hand. His 
face was a mixture of grief struggling 
to find control but his mind was as 
usual made up. It was time to go. Time 
for the others in the Ajax fold to follow 
in his footsteps. 

Subhash Sarcar 
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COVER STORY 


BY ROBIN CHATTERJEE 


!t IS venerable that court andii Ines— hca^ en knows 
why but It docs Perhaps the shades ot ittcen do it or 
the canvas awnings or the smell of the place I upland 
in cut grass 

(jordon Forbes a British ti niiis pla>er in ihc lySOs 


B y the time you read this the grass has 

probably been given a final brush cut and 
like a thtf checking tor the exact level oi 
firmness in an important souilk the forme*r 
champions (and maybe one champion waiting to be 
crowned) have all touche da sneaker on the dense 
Centre ( ouri lawn and pronouneeii the ir VC rdicl done 
lo pcrieclion 

Sure iht favourites ire all going U) be smiling at what 
they see Boris (Becker) will be ready with his 
ubit]uiiousceiebral quote the punchline coupled with 
a laser twinkle m fuse >es Steffi (Cjral) on her part will 
benioie eautious in evaluating her chances couftes> of 
a first round upset here last veai Pete (Sampras) who is 
going through withdiawal symptoms after having 
swiuhed hispe rsona from te rrninator to human being 
(his 1995 pertormaiucs atlestto tfial) will be smiling 


wiifi the usual eiirl on his lips knowing fully well that a 


BOOM 



BOOM 
OR BUST! B 

This year's Wimbledon has got to produce something spectacular if it has to 
retain its charm as the world's premier Grand Slam event 
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If th^ if onetoiiraafiwnttliattMtifies 
to eanying out a loff-hatf nlatkMitliip 
with tbo travolling pros on the cirouit it 
is Wimbiodon. The grass at the ooufts of 
tha All England Club is not kind. Nehhar 
is it willing to ho mastared. But yst year 
after year, it continues to amaze, 
confuse and bewitch players who stop 
onto it 

oui a love-hate relationship with the travelling pros on 
the circuit, it is Wimbledon. The grass at the courts of 
the All England Club is not kind. Neither is it willing to 
be mastered. But yet, year after year, it continues to 
amaze, confuse, and bewitch players who step onto it, 
only to fail in their efforts and come back and try again 
the following year. Wimbledon, for most of those who 
dare logo there, is like a love affair.... albeit unrequited. 

And so, if the enigmatic British weather forecast 
holds true, then the curtain should go up under a chilly 
sky that presents an impressionist's assortment of 
grays, making life uncomfortable for those short 
sleeved spectators hoping for a summery start. And 

Stswards at the All England Club entertain apectaton 

during a rain delay. A glimpaa of tha changing face of Wimbiodon 









Graf it used to tho protturot that po with winning Wimbiadon. 
Altar an ignominout axit laat yaar, aha wduld want to maka 

when ihe umpire says play', Wimbledon, this year, 
will get underway by presenting an assortment of 
former champions, all of whom will be hoping to 
escape the danger of a first-round upset On the flip 
side, however, one fact holds true given the changing 
face of tennis, the 1995 edition of what critics whisper 
to as the 'Big-W' will have lo provide something 
extraordinary if the world's purest' and most ^ 
conservative' tennis tournament is to retain its charm 
Wimbledon is the sort lo place that does not like 


Out of the Top 20 players in tho world, 
only two have a genuine chance of 
bagging thoChampionships namely: 

Sampras and Backer. And if at any point 
of time both these players are upset 
than the title is up for grabs. So much 
than for servo and volley in order to 
survive on grass 


surprises Yet, with unfailing regularity, it continues to 
deliver them year after year rendering its distinguished 
visitors as mortal 

Perhaps even vulnerable But then vulnerability is a 
funny thing, and tennis has a built-in seeding system to 
protect Its top stars from it particularly at the All 
England Club which takes the theory one step further 
and awards its seedings not only on the basis of rank but 
as bonuses for jobs well done on us lawns in the past 

For example tradition demands that the modern day 
'lawn tennis purist like, say, Edberg or Graf be treated 
well so that they may prosper 

Which brings us to dwell a bit on the merits of the 
current crop of players who have been infiltrating the 
final rounds of Wimbledon over the last three years 
Though It must be admitted that the last two 
Wimbledon titles have gone to Pete Sampras who is at 



home on grass, on the other side, however, it would 
be prudent to add that, out of the Top 20 players m the 
world, only two have a genuine chance of bagging the 
Championships namely Sampras and Becker And if at 
any point of time both these players are upset, then the 
title IS up for grabs So much then for serve and volley in 
order to survive on grass 

A statistical quirk For a tournament that is expected 
to favour only a serve and volley thoroughbred, this 



c O V E R S t O R Y 


year's defending champions are a disparate twosome. 
Sampras has displayed that rarely has a human hand 
been able to marry itself to a graphite racquet to 
produce such velocity and accuracy while Conchiia 
Martinez is a classic bascliner with a fearsome passing 
shot and a clay court pedigree. These are a breed of 
players that has been steadily infiltrating Wimbledon's 
final rounds of late. 

The 23-year-old Martinez was hardly tipped to 
collect her first Slam on a Center Court composed of 
lawn, especially by beating the event's own version of 
Moses, the 37-year-old Navratilova, a bonafide artiste 
on the grass surface. 






KanukuMl 


Umkaisi. a norii^taoholtci hedfH 
;l6nfcfuB ^yltai^na and 
exfractad from haits. AawWlatea 
»n the system rjatumlly.. 

It helps you; 

•Overcome fatigue eaeststs 
irtfection elncreases stamina 
•Improves mental perfotThanioe 
•Cures anaemia during, 
pregnancy. 

So, for you and your 
family’s year round 
good health and 
happineea, go for 


Cinkara. 





tafan Edberg will to hopiiM to rocovor his fonn while at tho 
tamt thm praying for a good draw 

Or better still, try and swallow the faa that none 
other than Steffi Graf, the defending champion was 
knocked out in the first round last year by unfancied 
Lori McNeil. And to think that all this started in 1992 
when a Las Vegas neon bulb who answered to the name 
of Andre Agassi, merrily baselined his way to the title. 
And since then, Agassi has enjoyed a healthy, albeit 
belated mutual admiration pact with this tournament 





Two spoonfuls. Twice daily. 


GET MORE OUT OF LIFE -WITH CINKARA 
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and those people responsible for staging it 
A very pertinent question thus raises its head here; 
What IS the ideal game plan that one should adopt in 
order to win Wimbledon^ The answer sadly cannot be a 
specific one But isn t serve and volley supposed to be 
the order of the day ^ Yes but so also is the brevity of 
point making which, in any circumstances makes for 

Aoaui England la in lava with him and ha in turn lavas what 
Wimbladan daaa ta his gama 


plenty of survival sense The accent is on doing away 
with the pyrotechnics and this is precisely why 
Sampras has not one title but two He plays his matches 
at a staccato pace, and in the 1994 final, played just 
three rallies consisting of five shots And then there are 
players who can serve but can they volley 
Sixteen aces were beamed in the first set of the 1994 
men's final, and yet Goran Ivanisevic could not win it 
That tells you something about the nightmare of the 
giants serving 150-mile-an-hour blurs that has 








supposedly become the future of men s tennis and, of 
Wimbledon in particular It also tells you that it is an 
exaggeration more than it is a legitimate fear 
Which also explains why Ivanisevic in spite of his 
lofty ranking will never be able to dominate tennis The 
gangly Croat may be a great server, a frightening 
presence on the fast coum, but he is not a great tennis 
player If one were to put the recent style of tennis in its 


proper perspecuve, then it would be unfair to blame 
Ivanisevic You can't look for Borg-McEnroe, 




f alnck RbIIm', wm wHh girllnaad Mm, it pwfwtiv at hom* on 
grata and it a tanoat ihraat 

Edberg-Becker contests at Wimbledon anymore 
Tennis today is for the video age Sound bite tennis 
The sounds you must look for are boom' and 'splat' 
coming a few seconds apart, in order to confirm that a 
point IS over And with such developments, seldom 
does a deserving player win a match Which is possibly 
why Boris Becker is feeling more relaxed than obsessed 
with winning Wimbledon "Today I'd rather listen to 
my brain, than to my gut," he confessed "There's no 
easy matches anymore You have to go out there and 
expect to lose, give 110 per cent and hope for the best " 
By saying this Becker puts the chances of the other 
contenders in perspective The odds are even in 
Wimbledon because when the serves dramatically 
reduce the number of balls m play, tennis still comes 
down to making shots And even though Sampras 
goofed when he labelled 1994's men's final as a match 
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of 'high-class tennis', the purists were not going to 
confuse it with a Borg-McEnroe classic. Botli were 
tennis icons, their encounters are part ot tennis liisiory 
and unless tennis is prepared to bring hack the w'ooden 
racket (which it isn't), there's really no point in arguing 
the merits of the power game. 

Just as it would be futile to expect a four stroke rally 
at Wimbledon. People would reatl to it as if it were a 
phenomenon. But then that is just what happens when 
serve and volley players meet on grass. Is it thrilling to 
watch 

Here's a belter question: which do you prefer, these 
rapid fire tests ol power, instinct and nerves, or tour and 
a half hours ol Thomas Muster moving to and fro like a 
windscreen wiper against the Spaniard ol your choice 


on clay? 

We shall leave the debate pending for another 
occasion. 

To dwell a bit on the merits of Wimbledon: it is for the 
purist, with a style that titillates those with 
conservative leanings, but may not exactly serve to 
attract those who want to get out of a time warp. 

Wimbledon is heavily laced with tradition. There is 
no question about that. Everything that is a part of 
Wimbledon has got a ruling attached to it. And over the 
years, in spite of the rapidly changing face of tennis, the 
tournament has managed to cling on to its stiff 
upper-lip roots. 

Players who use foul language are fined anything 
from $500 to 1, 500. A member of the All England Club 
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Lori McNeil: sho's a parioct axampla that Wimbledon is 'open* 
to anyone. Her first round defeat of Steffi Graf in 1994 is an apt 
illustration 

Club know that limes arc changing but they are 
nevertheless, willing to accept the terms and conditions 
at their own pace. 

While change takes place at a barely noticeable pace, 
the freshly clipped grass counts and the sense of history 
that envelopes each sombre building at the All England 
Club still continues to fill one with a sense of awe. The 
Wimbledon magic casts itself over a visitor slowly. It is 
woven from moments on court or off, whether it be 
players bowing to the Royal Box or spectators queueing 
up for strawberries and cream. Or whether it lies in the 
ominous image of court no. 2, the shady dell that earns 
its nickname as The Champion's Graveyard' after 
playing host to upsets of a Who's Who of former 
champions. 

Everybody, however, does not possess a crush on 
history. Which is why 1995's edition of Wimbledon 
will have to veer away a little from predictability and 
urprise us with a few acts of its own. Will this year's 
Wimbledon serve to excite the senses? 

The answer hovers around like a mist over the most 
famous patches of freshly cut lawn in the world. # 








AIL THE CHARACTERS IH THIS IHSTRUMEHT 
ARE TRAIHED TO COACH. AHY RESEMBLAHCE 
TO A WATCH IS PURELY COIHCIDEHTAL 

Its not the official timekeeper of the Ironman Triathlon competition for nothing It is the champion of champions The ideal 
wrist top trainer for your ngorous workouts and races Its chronograph, for example, lets you record upto 100 laps You even 
get to know your overage time and best laps Its countdown timer helps you program nine intervals of nine repetitions each 
You can take messages like JUST DO IT and GO FOR GOLD on its 30 page 240 multicharacter memo It keeps ticking 
100 meters below the surface while offering you dual time zones and 5 individual alarms And, for late night runners, it lets 
you see in the dark for it comes with the Indiglo function We could go on another 
100 laps telling you about the new Ironman Triathlon from Timex But its more exciting 
for you to pick one and discover it for yourself-with our free instruction manual as your 
guide One thing is certain you will never settle for a watch that |ust tells you the time 

DISCOVIR THf WHOLE RANGE OP TIMEX DIGITALS INCLUDING THE 100 LAP IRONMAN TRIATHiON AT ALL tITAM SNOWROOWO* 
TITAN SHOPS AND LEADING WATCH STORES ACROSS THE COUNTRY. THE WATCH ABOVE IS PRICED AT RS. 154S (DiaUSfVl OP AUIMU), 
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QUESTIONS 


When was the last 
Bntish viaory at 
Wimbledon > 

Boris Becker won 
the men's crown in 
1985 and 1986 but 
surprisingly crashed out in 
the third round m the 
following year Who 
caused that upset 

Who are the only 
brother-sister 
combmation to win the 
mixed doubles at 
Wimbledon'^ 

Which London tube 
station must you 
alight at if you are going to 
watch the tennis at the All 
England CIub'> 


Bjorn Borg won 5 
consecutive 
Wimbledon titles But 
who inthel880's won six 
straight singles titles in an 
individual total of eight‘s 

Apart from last 
year's champion 
Conchita Martinez only 
six women have won the 
ladies singles 

championship dating back 
to 1971 Evonne 
Goolangong Cawley, Billie 



" r Whom was the lady 
player who stnpped 
on Centre Court during a 
change-over'^ 

^ WhodidLeander 
Paes beat in the final 
to win the Junior boys title 
in 1990^ 


^ Who won two titles 
at last year's 
Championships'^ 


Answer to Q No 10 

Jean King Chris Even 
Martina Navratilova and 
Steffi GraP Name the sixth 
lady 


She was known 
as little Miss 

Moffitt and even won three 
women's doubles 
championships under that 
name She went on to 
become a part of 
Wimbledon legend under 
another name Whoisshe’^ 


ANSWERS 


1 , Jeremy Bates and Jo Durie won the 0 Slxcd 
doubles In 1982. 

2. MikeDoohaaofAustrafia. 

J(riui and lyaey Austin in 1980. 

4. Southttelds. 

5. W Renshawwontliatitlaeis^tttniciiln 
thatikcailr. 

8. Vlistnia WadefA 1997. 

7. Barbara Bottn^Sbe had a ssyeatgbndMhvr 

problem and bad to chaiwe. the bafl gfals 
and boys provided a sman around bet 
with the of towels. 

8 . MarcosOndiiniHiofSotnh Africa who 
now represents his cDumty In Oftfls OKp. 

9. IVidd Woodbridgei>^)« wontlhus'h^ 
doubles with Madr Vhiodlenie 
ndxed douhbt withHdlena S«|k0fV^ 

to. BiUie Jean king: 

name. - t 

J ^ 
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BANDOPADttYAY, 

FE 79 SAJ.T LAKE CITY, 
CALCUTTA* 700 091 
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Boris Becker has it in him to 
win Wimbltdon once anain 




"Pete has the most complete game of 
anyone Vve ever seen " say s all-time 
great Pam ho Gon/ales "Andre is on 
the same level as Pete It ^ going to 
make for some datum interesting 
matihes " 

"Damn interesting" because it's 
close—Sampras leads 8^ 7 overall hut 
Agassi IS ahead 2- / this year — 
because both die daz/ling shotmakers 
and because the flamboyant, 
groundstroking Agassi contrasts so 
much with the low-key, 
serve-and-volleving Sampras 




The women's field should provide 
plenty of suspense, too A healthy 
Steffi Graf No 1 again but holding no 
Grand Slam titles sime captunng the 
1994 Australian Open, tries to atone 
for her embarrassing first-round 
Wimbledon loss a year ago Even 
without missing superstar Monica 






WIMBLEDON? 


One-time Wimbledon champion TONY TRABERT and triple 
Wimbledon champion CHRIS EVERT evaluates the chances of the 
men and the women, for this year's Big W 







PHOTOGRAPHS PRO»-tSSIONAl SPORT 



Seles and teen star Jennifer Capnaii 
Graf should face stiff competition as 
she goes for her sixth Big W crown 

Check out how 1955 Wimbledon 
king TONY TRABERTand 1974, '76 
and '81 queen CHRIS EVERT, both TV 
tennis analysts now, predict how the 
leading contenders and your favourite 
players will fare 


THE MEN 


Pete Sampras^ who covets major 
titles and a lofty place in tennis 
history, dropped only one set in 
winning his second straight 
Wimbledon in 1994. Can he be 
beaten on fast grass at 
Wimbledon? Will he be beaten? 
TONY TRABERT — He can be beaten 
There are other excellent players with 
big serves You think of Becker and 
Stich and Ivanisevic You can't ignore 
Agassi because he s won it there onte 
The main thing for Sampras is to be 
healthy Assuming that he has to 
serve well If he doesn t, he can be 
beaten If he serves really well he s 
going to be very tough to beat 1 would 
pick Sampras 

Boris Becker ranks No. 3 and is 
still only 27, but he hasn't won 
Wimbledon since 1989 and hasn't 
been a finalist since 1991. Does the 
powerful German they once 
nicknamed "Boom Boom" have 
one more Wimbledon title in him? 
It's probably in there Whethei he 
can get it out or not is another 
question He seems to be more 
rededicated to the game now than 
he's been for a while It depends on 
how well he serves He has not been 
serving well the last few years I don t 
like the fact that he doesn't hit enough 
hard first serves on a grass court 
anymore He doesn't take advantage 
of that big weapon And he doesn't 
want to serve and volley all the time 
He has to do both if he's going to have 
a chance to win 

Goran Ivanisevic has reached two 
Wimbledon finals^ but the Split 
(Croatian) personality remains 
one of the tour's most 


Jim Courlsr a dark horse, H all the 
elamantB fall imo place, ha could spring a 
surprisi by winning the title 

unpredictable and inconsistent 
performers. Will he sizzle or fizzle 
this year? 

He's stnaly a server When he lost to 
Agassi in the 1992 final he served 36 
aces and still lost His groundstrokes 
are suspect, and his mentality and 
pierseverance are questionable I 


would be very surprised if he wins it 
He can get to the semis or possibly the 
final just on his serve as long as he can 
keep his emotions together 

Andre Agassi's sensational return 
of serve has helped him defy the 
odds and conventional wisdom 
that serve and volleyers should 
prevail on grass. The new Agassi is 
more mature and fit and now No. 







1 in the world Will he repeat his 
1992 Wimbledon triumph? 

It's going to be difficult for him |usi 
because he stays back all iht time 
Borg proved that he could do it pretty 
much from the baseline And Agassi 
has convinced us that he can do a 
from the baseline Bui ii sa very tough 
task on a grass court lo stay ba( k and 
just keep making passing sh«)ts 
However Agassi is a better server that 
he gets credit for particularly on a 
glass com i He doesn t serve a lot of 
aces, but his serve stays low and is 
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difficult to return well and he backs it 
up so well He 11 have a good 
tournament but I doubt he 11 win it If 
he meets Sampras in the final, they 11 
both be sky high [emotionally] On 
grass I like Sampras over Agassi every 
time but that doesn t mean Sampras 
will beat him 10 out of 10 times 

Michael Stich surprised everyone 
with the 1991 Wimbledon victory, 
but thereafter only made the 
quarters twice and lost in the first 
round last year. Will his classic 


strokes and power game offset his 
moody temperament and 
sometimes inconsistent results? 
No I don't think he'll win it again It is 
a mental thing, and you have to 
question his fortitude, his willingness 
to compete He does have good 
strokes He has a terrific serve But he 
has trouble keeping it all together A 
lot depends on how the draw falls but 
1 don t think he 11 win anothef 
Wimbledon in his career 

Stefan Edberg, twice a 
Wimbledon titlist but now 29, 
suffered a bad second-round 
upset loss to Kenneth Carlsen last 
year and has dropped to No. 17. Is 
he over the hill, or does he have a 
legitimate chance? 

1 don t know if he s over the hill but I 
don t like his chance’s of winning 
Wimbledon again That s because he 
doesn t have the smglemindedness he 
once had He s married and has a 
child, and other things have become 
very important in his life which is 
normal He's j ust not playing as well as 
he once played I don t give him much 
chance this year 


"Ivanisevic's ground 
strokes are suspect and 
his mentality and 
perseverance are 
questionable. I would 
be veiY surprised if he 
wins it,"—^Tony Trabert 


Todd Martin has steadily 
Improved, and he gained the 
Wimbledon quarters In '93 and 
the semis In '94. Does he have the 
athletic ability and speed to go 
further? 

He's big guy [6'6''J, and he's noi the 
most agile player And his strokes 
sometimes are a little cumbersome on 
a grass court He's done very well so 
far, but I don't think he can win 
Wimbledon 

Little Michael Chang, a 


I N T E R V I E ‘ V? 


MIcIimI Stich: aMioiioli ha wan 
Wlmbladan onca. fha ohancas af Mm 
winning it again aaam ta ba alim 

quarterflnallst in 1994, is playing 
the big game now, pounding 115 
miles per hour serves and 
volleying proficiently. He figures 
that if Agassi, a natural baseliner, 
can win Wimbledon, so can he. Is 
he right? 

No I don't think Michael Chang will 
ever win Wimbledon In the process of 
trying to hit more big first serves, he's 
going to hurt himself on grass because 
he s going to hit a low percentage of 
first serves in As a result, opponents 
will be able to attack his second serve 
[more] Also, on a grass court where 
the ball stays so low, he's going to 
have to make a lot of passing shots, 
and that s going to work against him 
On grass he's like a lower-level Agassi 

Who are the darkhorses? 

Courier [the 1993 finalist] would be 
the first guy that comes to mind Then 
comes Kafelnikov He s a big kid, a big 
server, and he sjust learning When 
you're No 5 in the world, and you 
have a big serve and can volley, your 
chances are pretty good Bjorkman is a 
fine player, especially in doubles, but 
he's not ready to win Wimbledon this 
year Jared Palmer is a good player, 
but he just doesn't have a big weapon 
to finish points Most champions have 
at least one big weapon, whether it's a 
great serve or a big forehand or a 
terrific backhand—a knockout 
punch 


THE WOMEN 


Steffi Graf has captured five 
Wimbledon titles and ranks 
among the greatest player In 
tennis history. Iqjury prone 
throughout her 12-year career, 
she was upset In the flrst round in 
1994and hasn't won any of the 
last four jrand slam 
tournaments. But now she's 
healthy, eager, playing well and 
No. 1 again. Can Graf be beaten 
this year? 

CHRIS EVERT—Nol The 

mere fact that she lost in the hrst 







Conchita Martmac Hit dafaadiag 
Wlmbladon champion has baan in great 
forminracantmontha But on grata, can 
the kaap up tha magic? 

round last year gives her more 
incentive than ever Whenever Steffi 
Graf loses a tournament, the next year 
she nearly always wins it I think that 
first- round loss crushed her and her 
whole being as a champion She has a 
purpose now The only way she'll lose 
IS if her back is huning her Her 
physical condition fpoteniially] will 
be her own worst enemy I hear that 
her back changes from day to day 
One day it s great the next day she 
can t get out of bed Fortunately the 
softness of the grass will help it 

You called 1994 Wimbledon 
champion Conchita Martinez "a 
great defensive player as well as a 
great offensive player/' But does 
she possess the burning desire, 
the attitude of a champion, to 
repeat'^ 

1 still think there were unusual 
circumstances last year Steffi s losing 
in the first round and Conchita played 
the match of her life against Martina 
in the final I still don t view Conchita 
as a grass court pla> er 1 doubt 
Conchita will win Wimbledon again I 
see her winning the French though 
because her game is that clay court 
baseline rallying mentality I m sure 
that winning Wimbledon has given 
her confidence to win on grass but 
none of the players she heat [in 1994) 
really exposed her frailties at the net 
Someone like Steffi Graf can still do 
everything a little bit better than 
Conchita 

About Gabriela Sabatini. 

ESPN-TV tennis analyst Betsy 
Nagelsen said: 'There has never 
been any question about all the 
talent Sabatini has. It's really Just 
a question of how [well] she puts 
It together and uses it." Is Gaby 
finally putting it all together 
under coach Juan Nunez to win 
Wimbledon? 

Gaby is even more dangerous than 
Conchita because she has so much 
talent If she can put it together for 



fva Mafoli according to Cbria Evart aha 
hac tha potantial to ba a Wimhladon 
champion in future 

two weeks, she certainly could win 
any major tournament She has so 
many shots Her problem has been 
that she's had match points in big 
matches and let them slip away What 
has that done to her confidence'^ It s 
really affected her play in the last 
couple of years Physically she s 
hitting the ball fine The struggle will 
be mentally If she really believes in 
herself and doesn t relax when she s 
ahead then she can finish off these 
matches That s what she really needs 
to relearn 

Power-hitter Mary Pierce, who 
owns two decisive wins over Graf, 
looked sensational reaching the 
1994 French Open final on clay 
and capturing the 1995 Australian 
Open on Rebound Ace rubberised 
hard courts. But does she have the 
game and experience to prevail 
on grass? 

Mary hasn t had the experience the 
other players have had on grass so 
she s not one of my favourite this 
year She could upset some of the top 
players But she hasn t learned the 
hexibility of playing on grass and the 
mobility She needs a year or two to 
learn how to play and to move on 
grass If her [last-minute] withdrawal 
from Wimbledon last year was a 
legitimate injury, then it couldn i be 
helped But rumor has it that she 
wasn t prepared and was intimidated 
by grass courts That [withdrawal] 
was a mistake You have to have a 
couple of years—especially if you re a 
baselirier—where you risk losing early, 
but you need to learn how to play on 
grass She needs to put in that time 
and not worry about results—weeks 
and weeks and weeks of playing 
matches 

Counter-punching Arantxa 
Sanchez Vicario has never 
advanced past the Wimbledon 
quarters, and she suffered a stress 
fracture of her right leg's outside 
bone this spring Does she have 
much of a chance? 


Yeah Arantxa has had real solid 
results for the past 12 months Unlike 
a Mary Pierce Arantxa has put in her 
time and practice on grass She 
swallowed her pnde and absorbed 
some losses on grass that she normally 
would not have had on other surfaces 
That experience will pay off and this 
year she'll get past the quarters More 
than any other player with the 
exception of Steffi Graf, she is a fighter 
and a scrambler And she's excellent 
at service returns and passing shots 
which IS vital on grass I have high 
hopes for Arantxa 

With Navratilova retired In 


singles, Jana Novotna is the 
premier female serve and 
volleyer. Unfortunately, her 
penchant for choking in big 
matches has marred her career. Is 
she too much of a head case to go 
all the way? 

That remains to be seen I never want 
to label players Because you always 
want to give them a chance You 
always feel they can learn to be really 
good pressure players There have 
been players in the past who have 
been known as chokers who have 
come through in the long run, like 
Ivan Lendl. 1 want to give her a chance 
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and say she has the best grass court 
game on the circuit now. Jana came 
close to upsetting Graf at the [ 1994) 
U.S. Open and fizzled a little bit. She's 
very much like Sabatini—both have 
enormous talent. But can they 
overcome their own obstacles and 
learn to play the pressure points 
better? 

Iva Majoll is only 17 years old and 
has steadily risen to No. 14. She 
boasts solid strokes^ a strong 
physique and a confidents hungry 
attitude. Could Wimbledon be 
her big breakthrough 
tournament? 


I don t know if Iva is consistent 
enough. Iva's game is hit or miss. She 
goes for the lines and when she's 
having an on day, she can beat 
anybody. If she's off, she makes more 
errors than the other players. She's a 
dangerous player. She also needs to 
play more matches on grass to get 
adjusted to the footwork. I could see 
her getting to the quarterfinals, but 
that's about it. Potentially, in the 
future she could be great. 

Who are your darkhorse picks? 
Venus Williams would have been my 
darkhorse pick if she were playing 
Wimbledon because she's got that 


Jam NavotM hat tfn problem ol choking 

m Big BIUIIIBIIU III nwwIIBB* #UIB hhr Boma 

eonlimio to bo hot Aehilloa Hool ol tbfo 
yoar'a WimbMon alao 

serve and volley. Natasha Zvereva has 
the ability to go far because she's 
beaten top players before, she's won 
tournaments, so she'd have to be 
given an outsider's chance. 

What are your thoughts about 
missing stars Monica Seles and 
Jennifer Capriati and the state of 
women's tennis? 

No player is bigger than the sport. The 
women's game has so much depth 
now with Martina Hingis, who I give 
unbelievably high marks for doing 
well at the French, Venus Williams, 
there's Conchita and Mary and Gaby, 
and you're getting a rivalry ivith Steffi 
and Arantxa. The women's game is 
looking very, very good, better than it 
was a year ago, more exciting. It's 
been two years that we havn't had 
Monica. The game has progressed a lot 
since then. I don't want to say people 
forget, but when Bjorn Borg retired, 
everyone thought the men's game 
would fall apart, and it didn't. It got 
stronger. What happens is that more 
players make a name for themselves. 
Also, the standard of play in women's 
tennis IS higher now. 

I stopped guessing whether Monica 
and Jennifer will ever return because 
everybody speculated for so long. It's 
like: Let's get on with it! If Monica 
never came back, it would be one of 
the biggest tragedies in sports history. 
The horrible stabbing. And this 
woman had the potential to dominate 
for 10 more years. You just can't keep 
crying over spilt milk. The reality is 
that women's tennis must go 
on—with or without Monica. When I 
see Kimiko Date getting to the Lipton 
final and 14-year-old Martina Hingis 
getting to the [Citizen Cup] final in 
Hamburg, you're seeing many more 
big names every week. Now we have 
the talent and depth and stars, and the 
next challenge is to get some good 
rivalries going. That's when women's 
tennis will really peak—tvhen you get 
the great rivalries. • 

Interviewed by Paul Fein 
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We know 

name- 

is 

manners. 

But what 

the heck! I 

Kilier Lee Cooper Moustache Park 
Avenue Sunnex Wrangler The big 

DADDIES OF THE DENIM WORID ARE 
ALREADY BUYING FROM US SOME OF 
THE MOST REPUTED JEANS ON THE SHELF 
ARL CRAFTED FROM OUR DENIM FVEN 

Levi Strauss India (Pvt) Ltd has 

TESTED the QUALITY OF OUR FABRIC 
AND FOUND IT SUITABLE FOR THEIR 
PRESTIGIOUS PRODUCTS TO BE LAUNCHED 

IN India 

There' Wc ve already dropped a lot 
OF namfs But just to prove that 

IN THF INCREDIBLY SHORT TIME OF 
ONE YEAR WE VE MANAGED TO IMPRESS 
SOME OF THF BIGGEST NAMFS IN THE 
FASHION BUSINESS 

How DID WE DO IT’ WE MEASURED UP 
TO THEIR STANDARDS In TECHNICAL 


COMPFTENCE 

By 

USING 

THE 

LATEST 

EQUIPMENT 

FROM 

ROUND 

THE 

WORLD 

And employing a 

TRULY 

WORLD CLASS 

TECHNICAL 

TEAM 




That s the oniy 

WAY 

TO 

build a 

NAME Just 

ASK K I LLER 

Lee 

Cooper, 


Sunnex 


dropping 

ad 
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1984—Th« *1111 of an ara. Tanaia' aaAaf 
luribh John McEnroa wbw Wioiblailoa 
for tha last tioia ifl hit caiaar, tiiua 
bringiaQ tha Bara, Connors, McEnrao 
raignto an and. Botwaanthothraa of 
tbam, thsy WNM tbo titio 10 timas in alavan 
yoars Pictura shows McEnroa walMno 
out with Chris lawis after lhair filial 
natch. Ineidantally, the aami-final 
botwaan Kevin Curran and Chris lawis 
was an ali-tima classic, but it koockad 
llte MoBinB out of Lawis who foil easy 
pray 

SO 



p We take a trip down memory lane at Wimbledon 

— —. ' ' ' ■' ——. 

' and encapsulate the various moods that 





4 tNS*1N6— Tlitba 9 hiiiitt|or« 

IMW •!«. Boris "Bowii Boom” 

- Boekor.thoiwNNlMMrffiiNn 
Botmoiqr dovooMod oil 
.o|i|ioottioii. ond oohorod lo tbo 
HOW eoflcopt of powor tooRis. 
Umoodod, ond olmott HHkBown, 
flt17hobocoiRollio 
yoongiot ployor ovor to win Iho 
moo's singloo 


f —Ths Bscksr oppiscoit 
I brought to B shocKing 


igg?- 
wssi 

holt by Potrick Doobon in 
whot is rotod os OHO of tbo 
biggostupsols in ths history 
of lbs toumomont. but Pot 
Cosh of Ausfroiio wont on to 
win tbo toumonwnt This wos 
ths only highlight in Cosh's 
corosr snd hs mods history of 
sorts whsn ho jumpod into tho 
gmndstond to most his tamily 
mombsrs. Altho Chsmpions 
BoH fliving Cosh eonmny 
I Mortino Nsvrstirovo 











1989—"Congratulations and waleome back", the Duchoaa 
soama to bo tolling Backer after he won the ChampionshiiM 
for tho third tinw oefoating Stefan Edbnrg in the final. This 
was Becker's last Wimbledon win till date. 

However.the Gennan {uggemaiit rolled on in the ladies* 
section, with Graf capturing the title yet again. Edberg who 
relinquished the title, went on to win it tho noxt year, while 
Navratilova won it for the last time in 1990 





1988—Stefan Edberg, the cool dude from Sweden, brought 
artistry back into the game and won the Championships ror 
the first time. This year also saw a new ladies chaimion, a 
teenager who answered to the name of Steffi Graf. Edberg 
came to be tho only stumbling block to total Gorman 
domination over these few years 
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1982— Ha't got h, h«'« got if not Antfro Agosti, tonnio' ptycbotfolie bippio. 
lurprlsinalv donnod on oil whHo otiiro, took EnjHond by storm ond provod that 
Imago Is MOT ovorytbing Noitbor Agassi, nor bis than girlfriond, Wondy Stowait 
could control tbo tsars, out tbo Contra Court spectators loved ovary bit of thoir 
now boro. Kooping Apassi company at the Champions Ball was StmK Graf 
wlnolng bar fourth Wimblodon tMo 






RIVALRY—The rivalry of the paat doeado—Chris Evart 
Lloyd vs Martina Navratilova. H Evart Lloyd ebarmod tho 
awiioncas with bar unassiimina rniilo and bar cats pojiytail. 
than Navratilova brought in a rooinw of supor fitnoss which 
saw bar winning a racord nins Wimbladon ainglas tMas. 
Though Chris Evart won tha Championships only Ririco, thaira 
was tho moat talked about rivalry in tbs tannia circuit In 
1994, whan Navratilova playing nor last Whnbladon. afisr 
losing tho final to Conchita Martinsz, plucked a tuft of tho 
Contra Court grass with a tour in horoyas,f6roidtifflOsaako, 
it wu ons of tho moat moving sconsa witnosaad at 
Wimbladon in rocont times 











lAOIES—WbMiStafliGraf burst into tfistoimittctiM, and wraa 
Wbublodofl at tin ago of 19. sho UMsmorisod ovotybody by 
bar innocant looks and iothalstrokaplay. Ska was so 
hoondod by tho tabloid prossovorhor private lifa— 
spaeially over an affair bar fotbar Pater bad—that sba 
disappaarad for soma tinw daring tha'91 tonmannntFtpni ■ 

1919 sba was daiaated only twice, onea by Navratilova HI *90, 
and tbon by Lori IWcNoil in tho first roand in *94. Sines 1995 it 
was tha first tbna that she had lost in tho first round of a 
toarnamant Whan ConchHo Martinoz of Spain won 
Wfanblodon in 1994, it was tha first tiino in 12 yaars that 
Navratilova or Graf did not eaptnro tbs tMa. 




in 1999. and Conchite Martinaz in 1M ,woro mo only piayors 
to bavo won tho wonnn's singios titio at Wimblodon, apart 
from Chris Evert Lloyd. Martina Navratilova and Steffi 












DOWN MEMOR Y L A N E 


THE CHAMPIONSHIPS 


MEN'S SINGLES 


1877 S.W. Gore 

1878 P.F. Hadow 

1879 J.T. Hartley 

1880 J.T. Hartley 

1881 W. Renshaw 

1882 W. Renshaw 

1883 W. Renshaw 

1884 W. Renshaw 
1883 W. Renshaw 

1886 W. Renshaw 

1887 H. Lawford 

1888 E. Renshaw 

1889 W. Renshaw 

1890 W. Hamilton 

1891 W. Baddeiey 

1892 W. Baddeiey 

1893 Joshua Pirn 

1894 Joshua Pirn 

1895 W. Baddeiey 

1896 H. Mahoney 

1897 R. Doherty 
1898R. Doherty 

1899 R. Doherty 

1900 R. Doherty 

1901 A.W. Gore 

1902 H. Doherty 

1903 H. Doherty 

1904 H. Doherty 

1905 H. Doherty 

1906 H. Doherty 

1907 N. Brookes 

1908 A.W. Gore 

1909 A.W. Gore 

1910 A.F. Wilding 

1911 A.F. Wilding 

1912 A.F Wilding 

1913 A F. Wilding 

1914 N. Brookes 


1915-18Not held 

1919 G. Patterson 

1920 Bill Tilden 

1921 Bill Tilden 

1922 G. Patterson 

1923 W. Johnston 

1924 J. Borotra 

1925 R. Lacoste 

1926 J, Borotra 
1927H.Cochet 

1928 R. Lacoste 

1929 H. Cochei 

1930 Bill Tilden 

1931 Sidney Wood 

1932 E. Vines 
1933J. Crawford 

1934 Fred Perry 

1935 Fred Perry 

1936 Fred Perry 

1937 Don Budge 

1938 Don Budge 

1939 Bobby Riggs 
1940-45 Not held 

1946 Yvon Petra 

1947 Jack Kramer 

1948 R. Falkenburg 
1949T. Schroeder 

1950 Budge Patty 

1951 Dick ^avitt 

1952 F. Sedgman 

1953 Vic Seixas 

1954 J. Drobny 

1955 Tony Trabert 

1956 Lew Hoad 

1957 Lew Hoad 

1958 A. Cooper 

1959 Alex Oimedo 


1960 N. Fraser 

1961 Rod Laver 

1962 Rod Laver 

1963 C. McKinley 
1964R. Emerson 

1965 R. Emerson 

1966 M. Santana 

1967 J. Ncwcombc 

OPEN ERA 

1968 Rod Laver 

1969 Rod Laver 

1970 J. Ncwcombe 

1971 J. Newcombe 

1972 Stan Smith 

1973 Jan Kodes 

1974 J. Connors 

1975 Arthur Ashe 

1976 Bjorn Borg 

1977 Bjorn Borg 

1978 Bjorn Borg 

1979 Bjorn Borg 

1980 Bjorn Borg 

1981 J. McEnroe 
1982J Connors 
1983 J. McEnroe 
1984J. McEnroe 

1985 Boris Becker 

1986 Boris Becker 

1987 Pat Cash 

1988 Stefan Edberg 

1989 Boris Becker 

1990 Stefan Edberg 

1991 Michael Stich 

1992 Andre Agassi 

1993 Pete Sampras 

1994 Pete Sampras 



AAJEiSH KUMAR 



Mark Woodforda and Todd Woodbridga: ona of tho most 
accomplishod doubles pair in the world today 


WOMEN'S SINGLES 


1884M. Watson 
1885M. Watson 
1886B.Binglcy 

1887 Lottie Dod 

1888 Lottie Dod 

1889 B. Bingley-Hillyard 
1890L. Rice 

1891 T.otlieDod 

1892 Lottie Dod 

1893 Lottie Dod 

1894 B. Bingicy-Hlllyard 
1895C Cooper 

1896 C. Cooper 

1897 B. Bingley-Hillyard 
1898C. Cooper 

1899 B. Bingley-Hillyard 

1900s 

1900 B. Bingley-Hillyard 

1901 C. Cooper-Sierry 

1902 M.E. Robb 

1903 D. Douglass 
1904D. Douglass 

1905 May Sutton 

1906 D. Douglass 

1907 May Sutton 
l908C.Sterry 
1909D.Boothby 

1910 D. Chambers 

1911 D. Chambers 

1912 E.Thomson- 
Larcombe 

1913 D. Chambers 

1914 D. Chambers 
19l5-18Notheld 
1919 S. Lenglen 


1920 S. Lenglen 

1921 S. Lenglen 

1922 S. Lenglen 

1923 S. Lenglen 
1924K. McKane 
1925 S. Lenglen 
1926K. Godfree 

1927 Helen Wills 

1928 Helen Wills 

1929 Helen Wills 

1930 H. Moody 

1931 C. Aussem 

1932 H. Moody 

1933 H. Moody 

1934 D. Round 
(935 H. Moody 

1936 H. Jacobs 

1937 D. Round 
19a8H. Moody 
1939 A. Marble 
1940-45 Not held 
1946P. Betz 

1947 M. Osborne 

1948 L. Brough 
1949L. Brough 

1950 L. Brough 

1951 Doris Hart 

1952 M. Connolly 

1953 M. Connolly 

1954 M. ConnoUy 

1955 L. Brough 

1956 Shirley Pry 

1957 A. Gibson 

1958 A. Gibson 

1959 M. Bueno 
1960M. Bueno 
1961 A. Mortimer 


1962 K. Susman 

1963 M. Smith 

1964 M. Bueno 

1965 M. Smith 

1966 D.J. King 

1967 B.J. King 

OPEN ERA 

1968 B.J. King 

1969 A. Jones 

1970 M. Court 

1971 E. Goolagong 

1972 B.J. King 
1973B.J. King 

1974 Chris Evert 

1975 B.J. King 

1976 Chris Evert 

1977 V. Wade 

1978 M. Navratilova 

1979 M. Navratilova 

1980 E. Goolagong 
Cawley 

1981 C. Evert Lloyd 

1982 M. Navratilova 

1983 M. NavratUova 

1984 M. Navratilova 

1985 M. Navratilova 

1986 M. Navratilova 

1987 M. Navratilova 

1988 Steffi Graf 

1989 Steffi Graf 

1990 M. Navratilova 

1991 Steffi Graf 

1992 Steffi Graf 

1993 Steffi Graf 

1994 Cnnchlta Martinez 








MEN'S DOUBLES WOMEN'S DOUBLES 


OKNBM OPENEM 

1968 J Ncwcombe-Tony Roche 1968 Rosemary C asaU B J King 

1969 J Newcombe-Tony Roche 1969 Margaret S Court Judy Tcgarl 

1970 J Newcombe-Tony Roche 1970 Rosemary < asals-B J King 

1971 Roy EmersoiyRod Laver 1971 Rosemary Casals B J King 

1972 Bod Hewii-Frcw McMillan 1972 B J King Belly Siiive 

1973 Jimmy Connors-llicNastase 1973 Rosemary Casals B J King 

1974 J Newtombe-Tony Roche 1974JbvonncCioolagong Peggy Michcl 

1975 Vitas Gerulaitis-Sandy Mayer 1975 Ann Kiyomura Ka/uko Sawamatsu 

1976 Bnan Gottfned-Raul Ramirez 1976 Chns Evert Martina Navratilova 

1977 Ross Case-Geoff Masters 1977 Helen Cawley JoAnne Russell 

1978 Bob Hewitt-Frew Me Millan 1978 Kerry Reid Wt ndy Turnbull 

1979 Peter Fleming-John McEnroe 1979 B J King Martina Navratilova 

1980 Peter McNamara-Paul McNamee 1980 Kathy Jordan Anne Smith 

1981 Peter Fleming-John McEnroe 1981 Martina Navratilova Pam Shrivor 

1982 Peter McNamara-Paul McNamee 1982 Manina Navratilova Pam Shriver 

1983 Peter Fleming-John McEnroe 1983 Manina Navratilova Pam Shriver 

1984 Peter Fleming-John McEnioc 1984 Martina Navratilova Pam Shn\er 

1985 Heinz Ounthardt-Bala/s Taroezy 1985 Kathy Jordan Liz Smylie 

1986 Joakim Nystrom-Mats Wilander 1986 Martina Navratilova Pam Shnver 

1987 Ken Flach-Roben Seguso 1987 C Kohde Kilsch H Sukova 

1988 Ken Plach Roben Seguso 1988 Steffi Graf Gabnela Sabaiini 

1989 John Fit/gerald-Anders Jarryd 1989 Jana Novotna Helena Sukova 

1990 Rick Leacn-Jim Pugh 1990 lana Novotna Hek iia Sukciva 

1991 John Fitzgerald-Anders Jarryd 1991 L Savchenko Nciland-Natalia Zvereva 

1992 John McFnroe-Mi( hael Siith 1992 Gigi Fernandez Natalia Z\ ereva 

1993 Todd Woodbndge-Mark Woodforde 1993 Gigi Fernandez Natalia Zvereva 

1994 Todd Woodbndgc Mark Woodforde 1994 Gigl Fernandez Natalia Zvereva 

Martina Navratilova and Pam Shrivar won tho Wimblodon doublos 
titio for four conaocutivo yaars, atarting 1 





~W O R L D o" F TENNIS 

Grass...That Heady 


Feeling 

If you're bored with tennis 
as it is in the 21st century 
and your heart is hungry 
for the game in it's purest 
form, do yourself a favour; 
goto Wimbledon 

BY DAVID McMahon MELBOURNE 


I F we lived in the Sixties and 
someone rneniioned the grass 
season was coming up you d 
simplv think they were referring 
to the stuff most people smoked in 
those lazy hazy days But these are 
the Nineties so when the opening of 
the grass season is referred to you 
don i light up a loini and put the Doors 
on the CD Nope you know 
immediately that the reference is to 
the opening of ihc British tennis 
season on grass the game s original 
surface that IS sadly enough retained 
in only oru grand slam tournament 
Yes It ^ Wimbleeion time again 
And in a funny son of a way it brings 
us to the point that Boris Becker 
young though he maybe is actually 
the link betwc en two tennis 
generations first there we re Bjorn 
Borg Jimmy Connors and John 
Mcfcnroe Then there was Ivan Lendl 
who was sort of in that gtncraiion but 
also linked it to the trio of Stefan 



Ldberg Mats Wilanderand Boris 
Beckir And now It IS Becktr who 
links that gene ration to the talents ol 


TIm grass is always graan at Wimbladon 
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Wimblmlon markt the and of tha *$trawrbarry 
Circuif 

Jim Courier, Pete Sampras and Andre 
Agassi. 

It's rather strange, isn't it, to think 
of Becker playing that sort of link. 
Then you jog your memory and 
realise, with something of a shock, 
that it is 10 years since Becker 
captured the first of those magical 
Wimbledon crowns. The summer of 
'85, when he became the first 
teenager (he was 17 at the time), the 
first German and the first iinseeded 
player to win the Wimbledon men's 
singles title. 

There had been a warning sign the 
year before, when Becker played well 
on grass and his Wimbledon campaign 
only came to an end when he broke an 
ankle in an early<round match against 
Bill Scanlon, who was the eleventh 
seed, if my memory is right. Then he 
came back in '85 and did the 
unthinkable by winning. 

And it was a tough year, let me tell 
you. Tough draw. Tough tournament. 




















Looking to brutb obouldori whb loyoliyT 
CbockoutWbnblodon 

McEnroe came to London the 
overwhelming favourite He had been 
in five consecutive Wimbledon singles 
finals, had won three times and now 
was favoured to win his fourth (and 
third consecutive title) In 1980, he 
had lost to Borg in that epic five-set 
final In 1981 he beat Borg m four to 
take the crown In 1982, against the 
odds, he was beaten in five sets by the 
dogged Connors, whose early 
Wimbledon title had come in 1974 at 
the expense of 40-year-old Ken 
Rosewall In 1983, McEnroe beat 
(come on, a tenner for you if you can 
name his victim) Chris Lewis of New 
Zealand is straight sets Then, in 1984, 
McEnroe had played a clinically 
perfect match in the final, 
demolishing Connors in straight sets 
(and, interestingly enough, allowing 
Connors one game LESS than Lewis 
had won the year before) 

So, yes, McEnroe was the man the 
punters were backing to win the 
hat-trick No man apart from Borg in 
the modern era of tennis, not even the 
great Rod Laver who won two grand 
slams, had won three consecutive 
Wimbledon singles title Could 
McEnroe do it'> More to the point 
could he emulate Borg and win five in 
a row*^ It certainly looked possible at 
the time 

And so It was that when McEnroe 
met Kevin Curren on Centre Court, 
not many bothered to turn up on time 
for what seemed like another routing 
win for the reigning champion But 
McEnroe was vanquished, bundled 
out in straight sets The McEnroe era 
was over, gone, history 

The betting shifted dramatically, 
Jimmy Connors was the favounte to 
take the title But, just to prove it was 
no fluke, Curren thrashed Connors, 
also in straight sets, in the next round 
And the final, fittinglf enough, was 
between the young German and the 
tall South African And that was the 
start of the Becker era. 

It's an era long gone. Becker has five 
grand slam titles nonetheless, and a 
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WORLD OF TENNIS 




As far as axisting rulas ara concamad, tbs 
All England Club daas nat aampramisa. Tba 
rafaraas ara saan bara at a masting 

bank balance that belies the fact that it 
IS a while since he was the world's 
top-ranked male player. And then 
you realise with a start that Pete 
Sampras has five grand slam titles as 
well. And Andre Agassi has three on 
three different surfaces (Wimbledon, 
US Open and Australian Open, in that 
order) and that Jim Courier, who so 


dominated the sport until two years 
ago, won his last French Open title in 
1992. Now that truly is the march of 
time. 

It matters little that Sampras was 
knocked out of this year's French 
Open. 1 watched him in last year's 
Wimbledon final and he certainly had 
his work cut out against Goran 
Ivanisevic, yet he won through in his 
cool, calm manner as though it were 
all just another day at the office. You 


braliitatWhiiblgdon andtbafgpgitof 
tradition 

have to admire Sampras and Agassi 
for the way they won their respective 
Wimbledon finals against Ivanisevic. 
Playing him on grass is the equivalent 
of trying to push a Sherman tank up 
Mount Everest, yet the tall young 
man has been in two Wimbledon 
finals and been done over each time, 
which probably tells us more about his 
temperament than he ever would. 

Traditionalist that I am, am I sorry 
that only one major tournament on 
the world calendar is played on the 
game's original surface, grass? No. Not 
a whit. Because I firmly believe that 
the game's strength and, in the 
finance-conscious Nineties its future, 
lie in its acquired diversity. I think 
Wimbledon is a great tournament, a 
great way to celebrate grass-court 
tennis. Remember that this is the 
game in its purest form, where a 
natural surface as opposed to a 
man-made surface, diaates terms. 

The bounce is different, the pace is 
different, the approach is different. He 
who serves hardest is not always the 
winner here (ring my good friend Mr 
G. Ivanisevic for confirmation of my 
theory, my friends) which is a good 
thing for a a game where brawn is not 
enough to win a fortmght-long grand 
slam title 

Wimbledon is about tradition. So 
you don't mind the queues. You don't 
mind the fact that the walkways are so 
narrow that they appoint officials to 
direct human traffic. You don't mind 
the fact that the stadium courts arc not 
as grand as you would expect. Who 
are we, after all, to carp at history? No, 
this place has too much that is sacred 
to the game and the tradition. We 
should not scoff at it, indeed we must 
not scoff at it, for it upholds all that the 
game was once about. 

That's the beauty of the tennis 
circuit: its diversity. You want 
tradition and pomp, go to 
Wimbledon. You want to see tennis as 
it will be in the 21st Century, come to 
Melbourne's Flinders Park, venue of 
the Australian Open. But remember 
that each is as valuable and as crucial 
to the tennis tradition as the other • 

PHOTOGRAPHS PROFESSIONAL SPORT 
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<' A ; HAT Pete Sampras says 
V ^ is the only thing that he 
likes about Andre Agassi's life: 
That "he's got a pnvate plane." 

P LAYER who reportedly 
refused to change into her 
tennis clothes m the same 
dressing room with avowed 
lesbian Martina Navratilova 
as a teenager: Gabnela 
Sabatinl 


TENNIS 
INDEX 
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^ A ^ BAT sedate Chi1sEv«rt 
\ ^ once declared in the 
1^70s: "No ptdnt is worth 
falling down over." 

] -lEASONwhy woridNo.8 
vMagdalena Maleeva 
hasn't bought a^car 'T just feel 
too guilty about polluting the 
environment." 

\ ^ ^HO defending Prench 
» Open winner Sergi 
Bruguera considers "the best 
athlete in the world": Spanish 
cyclist Miguel Induraln who 
has won four straight Tour de 
Prance races. 

H OW much better Andre 
Agassi says he is pigyihg 
in 199S eompaijedto t99^fa7 
percent. / 

7k^MBfiRofconseeadyit 
A^tiinesMdlnit^bhffer '''' 

(■**»»••*■ ‘ - -jj 
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T was while watching a recorded 

1 videotape of the World Figure 

i Skating Championships held at 
.Makuhari, Japan, last year, that 
one came across a concept that does 
not exist in Indian sport. The 
commentator, while describing a 
beautiful skater make a pirouette, 
mentioned that she had come eighth 
in the last World Championships, but 
this time, she had improved, to come 
sixth. "Definitely," the commentator 
concluded, "she is a skater with a 
bright future. A probable gold medal 
winner. " The comments were passed 
in graciousness, in appreciation and 
with respect. 

In contrast, if you were to listen to 
an Indian commentator talking about 
any of our sportsmen, coming sixth or 
eighth in an international event: there 
would be quick, deep, sharp, angry 
criticism. There would be talk about 
how 950 million Indians have been let 
down; there would be talk of how 
much foreign exchange had been 
wasted; there would be talk about 
throwing out the sportsman from the 
team....and so on and so forth. 

What it boils down to, is this; unlike 
the commentator at Makuhari, we 
Just cannot tolerate novice-like 
performances in public and especially 
at the international level. When a 
sportsman is seleaed to represent 
India, even if it is for the first time, we 
want him to perform brilliantly. But 
then that is not possible. After all, 
brilliance is not a comet flashing 
across the skies. Brilliance comes from 
persistent hard work, getting regular 
•international exposure, a slow but 
steady accretion of confidence and 
finally, a rising curve of performance. 
But for this to happen, there has to be 
a grace period—the time that an 
apprentice needs before he can 
become a master in his sport. But the 
grace period is rarely granted by all of 
us, highly emotional and 
over-expecting Indians. 

Take the case of Leander Paes. Time 
and time again, there is trenchant 
criticism that his ranking is not 
improving. But by constantly 
critic! (Ilg him, we are not helping his 
cause at all. Rather, he tends to 
become nervous and unsure about his 
48 


Uandar Paat: hat to maka soma sort of a 
caroor amidst the constant din of criticism 
by his countryman 

abilities. Because criticism tends to 
erode self confidence. When self 
confidence is shaky, there is an 
immediate drop in performance. So, 
instead of a steady progression up the 
rankings by Leander Paes on the 
international circuit, he performs in 
fits and starts. Sometimes, there are 
good, sharp, bright performances, as 
in the Davis Cup engagements, but 
this is followed immediately by 


' inexplicable first round defeats at 
tournaments held here and there in 
Asia. Paes' ranking goes up a little, 
then it goes down, then it goes up 
again, like a slow-motion yo-yo. And 
while all this is happening, there is the 
persistent din caused by the constant 
criticism of our countrymen. 

Really, it's quite hard to be a 
sportsman in India these days. And it's 
clear that the way we treat our 
sportsmen has been one of the 
primary reasons—apart from a lack of 
infrastructure, lack of world class 
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RSPECTIVE 

CRITICISM: 
THE BANE 
OF INDIAN 
SPORT 

We Indians, over-emotional and 
over-expecting, criticise our sportspersons 
far too much for their own good 


coaches and international 
exposure—^why we have produced so 
few champions at the international 
level. 

The West, on the other hand, 
produces the most number of 
champions in any sport. And the 
reason for this is simple: their attitude 
suggests that they want to get the best 
out of their sportsmen, especially 
those who have genuine God-given 
natural talent. So, if an athlete with 
real talent, does come last in his first 
international meet, it's not the end of 
his career. Instead, he receives 
encouragement and hope. The coach 
doesn't abuse him. (Not like what one 
Indian coach called Bahadur Prasad 
after a poor performance abroad: 'a 
sex maniac and a terrorist' ), 

Instead, the coach alters the 
amount of training that has to be 
done. The family backs him; his 
friends encourage him. And in this 
nurturing atmosphere, he trains 
harder and harder. Perhaps in his next 
major international meet, he might 
come seventh. Still, there is no vicious 
criticism, as is there in India. Instead, 
there is talk about how the 
improvement has been steady, 
though marginal, and things could 
only get better. 

When there is appreciation, it 
breeds in the athlete a will and desire 
to win for the country. (An aside: an 
analysis by Fifa, after the World Cup, 
showed that the Brazilian players, 
fiercely loved by their countrymen, 
had the most intense will to win for 
the country.) And slowly, as the 
athlete gains in experience and skill, 
he begins to move up the rankings. 

If you read about the lives of 
modern-day legends like Edwin 
Moses, Carl Lewis or Sebastian Coe, 
they have mentioned about the 
numerous years that they spent at the 
apprentice level, training assiduously, 
before they hit that streak of brilliance 
that has enabled them to etch their 
names on athletics' rock of 
immortality. In the West, they know 
how to have a long-term plan; they 
know how to nurture talent over a 
period of years, till they are able to 
produce a world champion. And it is 
this concept that we Indians have 


never adopted: if we want a world 
champion, then we have to give our 
sportsmen lime, lots of international 
exposure, quite a few years of so-so 
performance, before the sportsmen 
can reach a world class standard. We 
must learn to persist with our talented 
sportsmen and not throw them out 
amidst a volley of abuse and spite. 

And during the apprentice years, 
we must learn to temper our criticism. 
Tragically, criticism in India is never 
healthy. Rather, it is vindictive and 
harsh and aimed primarily at crushing 
the individual's spirit. Or as Nataraj, a 
character in James Cameron's 
memoir. An Indian Summer, said, 
"Indians get great satisfaction out of 
destroying one another. Intrigue is 
our mother's milk. We say, 'He is an 
excellent fellow but...' " But by doing 
that, we destroy a talent and the 
nation is poorer, as a result. 

In a globally competitive 
environment, the only way to make 
our presence felt is to let our brightest 
talents represent us. But if we 
over-criticise and then eliminate our 
brightest talents, just because they 
have not performed brilliantly 
initially, then we arc shooting 
ourselves in the foot. 

Shooting themselves in the foot is 
something which China docs not do. 


See how brilliantly they pul the 
Europeans to the sword in the recent 
World Table Tennis Ctiampionships. 
Because China made sure that their 
best and brightest represented the 
country. As a result, they were able to 
crush the normally smug, superior 
Europeans. So if China can do it, why 
can't we? 

And we mustl After all, the whole of 
As.a is rising—be it Malaysia, 
Singapore, Taiwan, Indonesia, 
Thailand, China and now, even 
Vietnam. Isn't it time that India, one 
of the largest countries in the region 
and with the most naturally talented 
people, arose from its cesspool of 
mediocrity and shoddy performance? 

Isn't it time that we stopped other 
countries from displaying on their 
faces what they always feel when they 
face dispirited, spineless Indians on 
the sporting field: a smirk? 

Isn't it time that we gained some 
respect and honour internationally? 

Well, to achieve that, we have to go 
easy on the criticism, select our most 
talented athletes, and then give them 
steady financial and emotional 
backing. It is only then that, way off in 
the future, there is a chance to stand 
on the world's stage, and without a 
trace of cynicism in our voices, say 
"Mera Bharat Mahaan!" 

Shevlin Sebastian 
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Hats Off 

H ats off to the Australian 
cricket team for their historic 
series win against the West 
Indies. Australia deserves all the 
accolades it is getting at the 
moment for becoming the first 
team to beat the West Indies in 22 
years, in the Caribbean. 

Though the West Indies played 
well below their potential it still 
required a team like Australia to 
beat the West Indies. In an 
enthralling series, Australia's 
inherent mental stiength helped 
them beard the ageing lion in its 
den. 

Mark Taylor's imaginative and 
aggressive leadership played a 
significant role towards this end. 
He used his limited resources 
shrewdly; his field placemenis 
were impeccable. He proved that 
he is the best captain in 
international cricket today. 

Finally, who would have 
thought that live TV coverage of 
Test cricket from the far-away 
Caribbean would be possible. My 
special thanks to Prime Sports for 
providing the live telecast. 

BHARA1 SHARMA. 

New Delhi 


Interchanged 

Captions 

W HILE going through the 
interesting Vinod Kambli 
interview {Sportsworld, 24th 
May), I was surprised to see that 
the captions on pages 38 and 39 
had been interchanged. 

While the caption says that 
Kambli is supposed to be in front 
of a hot dog stand, the piaure 
shows him playing a shot, and 
vice versa. 

NmVIK SINGH. 

Calcutta 

^ ^ error IS ragrettad—Editor 

SO 


Without Comment 

ourrooN tv Afimun CMiooto 



News Quote: "We aregoiag to ring ahead to the next hotel and see tt 
we can get harder beds. Curtly (Ambrose) can never get one to/Jt 
him in England, because /le's so tall"-^WestIndies coach Andy 
R(d>erts during the tmgoingErt^and tour. 


Correct 

Y our assessment about 
India's debacle against 
Pakistan at Shaijah (Sportsworld, 
26th April) is quite correct. 

Azhar should understand that 
mwe than the result of the 
match, it is our team's attitude, 
while playing against Pakistan in 
Sharjah, that is ntost 
disappointing. 

It would be better for 
Azharuddin to take the criticism 
in the right spirit as he is 
answerable to the entire 
cricket-mad public of the country. 

As for the retirement of our 
crtdcet manager, Ajlf Wadekar, it 
should be said that 
notwithstanding his 'home' 
achievements, he could not bring 
stability to the side's vulnerable 
batting line-op. Though he did 
try his level bm. 

BK.I*RAOeEI>, 

NslamaM^Taluic, 

Karobtua. , . .u V 



Worth Reading 

Y our article on K. Saramma 
(Sportsworld, 26th April) 
was worth reading. 

However, the sad thing is that 
she is the last of the popular 
champions produced by the state 
of Kerala. Kerala, once the leader 
in Indian athletics is now In the 
back row. It's reallyj) sad story. I 
think it is time for Sportsworldto 
investigate the reasons for this 
athletic drought from Kerala. 

R HARItaiMAR. 

Thiruvansoanpuram 






FOOTBALL FOCUS 


LIFEBUOY FEDERATION CUP 


rrSGOTTOBE 

JCT! 

By becoming the Champion 
Club of India for the first 
time, the team from 
Phagwara marked the end 
of an era of domination by 
Calcutta's super clubs 


BYNOVYKAPADIA 

H istory was made in more 
ways than one, at the 19ih 
Lifebuoy Federation Cup 
football tournament, held 
at Haldia, Siliguri and Calcutta. 

Jagatjit Colton and Textile (JCT) 
Mills, Phagwara became the 
iconoclasts of Indian football. They 
not only won, but in the process 
shattered many myths and trampled 
on many existing traditions. 

On slushy, slippery surfaces, the 
Calcutta teams always revelled. 
Ironically, JCT bearded the lion in his 
den, by beating both Mohammedan 
Sporting 2-1 in the semi-finals at 
Siliguri and East Bengal 7-6 in the 
final, via the sudden-death 
tie-breaker on a rain-drenched Salt 
Lake Stadium pitch, on which this 
time the Calcutta giants stumbled. 

The overall result and the trend of play 
marked the end of an era in Indian 
football. 

Twice before j^the Federation Cup 
was held in Calcutta—1980 and 
1992. On both occasions, the finalists 
were East Bengal and Mohun Bagan. 

Champions at lasti Tha JCT taam with the 
Fadorotion Cup aflar baatina East Bangal in tha 
finaiv itkisuddan-daathtro-braakar.dnsat) 
MrT.li SaahanwasthachiafoiMSt 
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That trend was also broken. JCT took 
on East Bengal in the final. In six 
previous meetings in the Federation 
Cup, JCT had never beaten East 
Bengal. They lost four and drew two 
matches. In previous Federation 
Cups, JCT's best was semi-finalists on 
five occasions, in 1978, 1979, 1987, 






1991 and '92. 

This time, they beat East Bengal for 
the first lime and annexed their 
first-ever Federation Cup. Previously 
in tie-breakers, Calcutta clubs 
prevailed over Punjab teams due to the 
greater agility of their goalkeepers and 
superior technique. This tradition also 
fell by the wayside. 

JCT converted six penalty kicks in a 
row, with supreme confidence which 
left international custodian Sumit 
Mukherjee astounded and East 
Bengal grounded. Rapidly 1995 is 
becoming the year of the 'sporting 
underdog'. JCT beating East Bengal in 
Calcutta, on a slippery turf and in the- 
tie-breaker, is like Australia beating 
West Indies on a fast wicket at Sabina 
Park, Jamaica. It was not just East 
Bengal which stumbled. Mohun 
Bagan lost twice to Air India in the 
cluster phase and quarter-final league 
stage at Haldia. Mohammedan SC 
were pipped by Salgaocar ih their 
cluster match. The Calcutta giants 
losing five matches to outstation 
clubs, in a tournament held in Bengal, 
was unthinkable even a few years ago 
and probably an indicator of changing 
times. 

In 1994, JCT did not enter the 
semi-final of any major tournament 
on the domestic calendar. JCT's 
Executive Direaor, Mr Samir Thapar 
used his money power and lured I.M. 
Vijayan^ Jo Paul Anchery and Carlton 


ASHOKE CHAKflABORTY 
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FEDERATION 


1977 1995 


Vair VwNia 


Bmskulam 

Coimbatore 

Guwahati 

Calcutta 

Madras 

Kozhikode 

Kannur 

Trichi 

Bangalore 

Srinagar 

Cuttack 

Delhi 

Coimbatore 

Thrissoor 

Kannur 

Calcutta 

Kozhikode 

Patorda 

Calcutta 


Champion' 


I.T.I 
Mohun Bagati 

B.S.F 

Mohun BagaO' 

Mohui^^mian' 
Mohun Biqjnn"-; 
Mohd.'Bpmtlng 
Mohd.Spon:^ 
BastBpoipri.r ' 
MohdnBifdia ' 
Motoh^agph; 
Satgfocae’ ■' 
St^ocar 
ICeraiaf^lw / 
KendaPwoo 
Mohtin^o^fiv 

Mt^itnltegaii ' 

j.c.r'.'N, 




MohtmBOgta 
tf . BintBangai.'" 
Qol&t-wlhneits] 
htidMal 

&. BaytkengiA- 

■'.-i^tiilnnl'Bi^n-'' 

' |B{iyii«ygal' 
K^uaBagoB 
■■ _$Kia'Bc6i^i ■■ ■ 

- 'Satgaopar ' 

'' B'S-**' - 

. ; Mohid. 5|vnting 

.Sd^ooear': 

' .MsAtindraa 

V..-!’--’ Ea«.8«twF' . 

-.t’-'.siag^otia;''' 

‘"'V■:^^Si«®enga^ ■ 


Total number of ampehes ptiitd 
Total number of 'goali seotw 
Average goal per maiejhi ' 


in pre-quarter final league 
In quarter final league 
In semifinals and final 


19 inati^ 20 goidy 
l2<ito.u^20gapla. 
Smatcbey-.gloats. 


IT.iBilcbes S4 goals' 


* ne-breaker goals are not indutled 
Top-Scorar 'V- 

Baichung Bhutia—6 goals in seyen matches, 
it Balchung scored goals in tdt tbe 
tournament. i '• 

Biggestmargin ' ■ 

3-0 Mohun Bagan va Punjab Polic6« ort-quaiiaritlM^ 

3-0 Mohd. Sporting vtXarataPolkaa|»ra:*quaiirt»it^^ 

3-0 Mohun Bagan vs Mobd.SpcNtinOt raiartar.Qhi^N^ . 




dr Asthe coach-cum-footbaHarof MQlKi.S|kMf^CSiidr«^M^p|ft 

apparanca in tha Fadaration Cup. Tlia Mitttim.al!i| p1awl0#lttl^^ «/bfrf« 


bailer to score goals In three cohseoiiciva 
Sporting) and 1985 (for East Bangal). 
dr I.M. vgoyanisiheonlyfbQtballarvidibplaYte^^^^^ 
ing teams. In 1990 and 1991a ha idayed ArKareli P^al 
trqm 1992 to t9M. And this yesr. he joined d.CX Add 
became the Champlone Club of Indis. 


Chapman to JCT. Mr Thapar irked by 
the constant poaching of the Calcutta 
clubs (East Bengal snatched Kuljit 
Singh in 1989 and Kiron Khongsai 
from JCT in 1993) opted for a 
tit-for-tat policy. He showed that,"It's 
a rich man's world". Unknown 


largesse (varies from Rs. 15-18 lakhs) 
was forked out for the services of this 
brilliant trio. This set a new trend in 
Indian football players being lured 
from Calcutta, by money power. The 
sensational coup, paid immediate 
dividends. In six weeks, from 


end-April to early June, JCT 
participated in four tournaments and 
won three—a consistency, once the 
hallmark of either Mohun Bagan or 
East Bengal. They played 18 matches 
and lost just once, to Salgaocar in the 
Bandaokar Trophy quarter-finals at 
Goa, the only title that eluded them. Is 
the hegemony of the Calcutta clubs 
fading? Will Calcutta football ever be 
the same again? For fooibalf 
historians, JCT's Federation Cup 
victory may well become a landmark. 
Certainly Calcutta's monopoly of 
talent and money power, a constant 
feature for many decades in Indian 
football, is severely threatened. 

Abdul Hamid, from 
Sandemoniums, Quetta to Kalighat in 
1934 was the first outstation player to 
seek glory and fortune in Calcutta. 
Then came the deluge. Since the days 
of Laxminarayan and Murugesh of 
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East Bengal in the Thirties to 
Baichung Bhutia Gunabir Singh and 
Sarvanan in the Nineties, Calcutta 
was always Indian football s El 
Dorado Players from various states 
came to Calcutta for a variety of 
reasons The initial migrations to 
Calcutta, were not only for monetary 
benefits In the 1930s players came as 
the Calcutta league was very 
competitive The best football was 
played here Monetary benefits 
appeared gradually Fast Bengal's 
brilliant quintet of forwards in the 
1950s, Venkaiesh Appa Rao, 

Dhanraj Saleh and Ahmed Khan 
played for a pittance Ahmed Khan 
gotjustRs 3 000 per season The 
patriarchs of the clubs J C Guha of 
East Bengal and Dhiren Dcy of 

East Bengal's saviour Baicbuna Bhutia heads 
in the team's first goal against Mohun Began in 
the sami-final 
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Mohun Bagan, helped players in 
getting jobs Jarnail Singh, when he 
moved from Rajasthan to Mohun 
Bagan, was paid Rs 6,000 for the 
season When Shyam Thapa left the 
Indian Army and his regiment, 
Gorkha Bngade to join East Bengal in 


1970, he received a mere Rs 20,000 
The pint-sized international 
Mohammed Habib, rated the ultimate 
professional, in his attitude to money 
and the game, played in Calcutta, 
from 1966-1984 PK Banerjee called 
him 'the player's player' or the King of 
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OTBA LL F O CUS 


Prize Catch In JCT's NET 


S UBTERFUGE, intrigue and cloak-and-dagger operations are now not 
confined to Calcutta football only. JCT resorted to similar tactics to 
woo I.M. Vijayan, Jo Paul Anchery and Carlton Chapman to Phagwara. 

At the 19th Lifebuoy Federation Cup, agents from Churchill Brothers, 
hovered around in Haldia and Siliguri, to lure stars from Dempo and 
Salgaocar. The Goan transfer season is currently on. 

The way JCT snatched Vijayan and Anchery exposed the complacency 
and sluggish team management by Calcutta's two premier clubs. In the 
Rovers Cup football tournament, in December 1994, the initial feelers 
were sent. In their quarter-final league matches at the Cooperage, JCT had 
drawn with both East Bengal and Salgaocar. Unfonunately they were 
beaten by Air India in their last league match and got eliminated. 

JCT's executive direaor Mr Samir Thapar watched this match and later 
questioned coach Sukhwinder Singh about the causes behind the team's 
dismal performances. Sukhwinder said that the need for better strikers 
were imperative. Last season, JCT had imported players, striker Chaukrat 
from Uzbekistan and medio Pedro Ricoy from 'Down Under'. However 
this duo did not adequately combine with the other players. The JCT 
management had spent a lot of money on them and were disappointed 
with the returns. 

After the Rovers Cup elimination, the plot of snatching Vijayan and 
Anchery from Mohun Bagan was hatched. When the Kerala duo were 
watching in the stands Sukhwinder approached Vijayan and enquired 
that if the price was right, would they be willing to come to Punjab? 

Vijayan, a professional to the core, replied that he had left home to earn 
money and would go wherever he got the best deal. 

Then came the IFA Shield, in which Mohun Bagan lost in the final 1 -2 to 
East Bengal. After the defeat, several Bagan officials mistreated Vijayan. In 
'anguish' the lanky striker did not accompany Bagan to the DCM football 
tournament in Delhi, claiming that his uncle was ailing in Kerala. A 
section of Bagan officials started saying that Vijayan was indisciplined. 

This irked Vijayan and strengthened his resolve to move. 

The deal was struck at the Centenary Punjab National Bank football 
tournament at Delhi. Vijayan and Anchery were so impressed with the 
offer that they immediately accepted it. The JCT's coach was urgently 
summoned from Phagwara, the day after the PNB final and on February 1, 
the Kerala duo signed for JCT and the inter-state transfer forms, whilst 
Bagan officials went shopping. 

At that junaure, Bagan's benefaaor and Santa Claus, Mr. Tutu Bose 
had resigned as secretary of the club. It was felt that Bagan would face a 
cash crunch. As the Kerala duo had the impression that East Bengal were 
not good paymasters, they opted for JCT's offer. During the Bharat 
Petroleum Santosh Trophy at Madras, Vijayan and partner asked I 

Sukhwinder to approach Chapman. This deal was also struck without the ‘ 

Calcutta club officials being aware of what occurred. Chapman did 
approach East Bengal officials, but they procrastinated, stating that 
payment for the season would be decided later. Chapman also left in 
disgust. 

Later, on Vijayan's recommendation they also tried to procure the ' 

services of Bagan's custodian Shanti Mazumdar, but the latter declined. ) 

After their Federation Cup success, JCT's lust for outstation players may | 
increase. Calcutta clubs must show greater professional management to ^ 
retain their star players. { 


Kings. Popularly known the Bade 
Mian of the Maidan, Habib at his peak 
got sums of Rs. 40,000 or 45,000 for 
the season. The Rs. 50,000 barrier was 
broken in 1977, when Shyam Thapa 
was transferred from East Bengal to 
Mohun Bagan. 

In 1981, tlieRs. 1 lakh transfer 
barrier was crossed, as East Bengal's fee 
for the season to the brilliant 1978 
Iranian World Cup player M^id 
Bhaskar. In 1987, East Bengal paid the 
robust Nigerian striker Chima Okerie, 
Rs. 3 lakhs to lure him from 
Mohammedan Sporting. The transfer 
fee was further escalated in 1991, 
when Bagan paid Chima Rs. 5 lakhs to 
switch from East Bengal. Now in 
1995, stars like Baichung Bhutia earn 
Rs. 5.5 lakhs per season. Such 
lucrative payments by either Mohun 
Bagan or Fast Bengal, always lured 
the best talent to Calcutta. 

It aroused jealousy in outstation 
teams, which remained insular and 
clung to the 'sons of the soil' policy. 

The frequently heard 'grapes arc sour' 
complaint was that the success rate of 
Calcutta clubs was because they 
bought the best talent in India. This 
may be partially true, but that is the 
way professionalism works. After all 
such carping critics should realise that 
A.C. Milan became the best team in 
the world, with lucrative contracts to 
foreigners, Gullit, Marco van Basten, 
Frank Rijkaard, Dejan Saviceviv, 

Marcel Dessaily, Boban and others. 
Why blame Calcutta clubs, for that is a 
worldwide trend in international 
football. 

Whai is often forgotten is that 
Calcutta clubs provide the 
competitive atmosphere, the fanatical 
crowd support and excellent coaching 
which has developed many a 
starry-eyed youngster who moved to 
the City of Joy in search of glory. The 
"Rock of Gibraltar" Jarnail Singh, 

Habib, Shyam Thapa, Baichung 
Bhutia, Pern Dorji, Abdul Majid, 

Abdul Khalique and several others 
came to Calcutta as prdhiising players 
and fulfilled their obvious potential 
here. 

Three determined football freaks 
are using money power to curb the 
monopoly of the Calcutta clubs. JCT's 







awaited Natio^ Lea^ in Indian footbaU is presumably set 
:' Jt tolt&k otf jthtoyear: Hie t^Tmcanber FIFA Study Group which visited 
ihi^ eaiiier this,ye«r, strops^y lecommoided the setting up of a National' 
Liaguetltiey felt h tvouldimproye, the temperament of players and help 
^ thetp 00 ^ v^th tjiepiesst^ of ^ay.matches, travel and a^ustmept to 

Diiringthe 1^ lifebuoy PederationCup, the AIFF president Mr Friya 
Ranjan Das Munshi, announced that the National League will stan in 
India, from November, 190S. R is slated from November to March 1996.. 
During this phase, no other nu^or domestic tournament will take place. 
Htere be a brief break, for the SAF Games in Madras in the last 

fortnight of December. The National League will be sponsored by ITC. It is 
. to be known as the Sd^rS'-NatlonalXeague. 

Prize money for this prestighKis event is very lucrative. Exact details are 
yet to be flnajlSed but ^ oveialtwlnher is scheduled to get Rs, 4S lakhs. 
Molmn Ba^an mid Bengal me Rd^g their Ups at such tempting 

booty, asit would et^um funds lorbuliding a squad for the next seascm. 
The runhers-up'win get Rs. 25 lakhs. The winners of each match will get 
Rs. 50,000. 

. According to details available, iri the first year, only eight teams will be 
^ieaed for the National league. The four certainties are East Bengal 
M^un Ba^n, Mohammedan spotting and JCT. Two teams from Goa 
(hrom ^Igaocar, Dem^ and Churchill Brothers), wUl be selected. The 
otlMUr two teams are likely tohe the champions of Kerala and 
^harashtia,. expectedly cldier Titanium or Kerala Police and Air India. 

. The qmnson-wtllbear t^ cost'pf air travel by the teamsand officlab. 

telecast Uve. Mr. Das Munshi 

. ‘h(salso.O|3«itac^Prime.Sports of Star TV, to telecan some of the 
l lmportarngam^of National League in their weekly Asian Soccer 

' ; mptdies would be on a homerand<away 

.! many dubs, especiatty those outside 

' to stage important n^tehes. Hence 

wiB be nag^ only in CaH^. Matches 
w CaUcu't, stay about a 

Teams 
so.that . 




leeviery 




Samir Thapar has shown the way. 
Churchill Alemao, erstwhile Chief 
Minister of Goa, is also determined to 
make his team Churchill Brothers a 
force to reckon with. In the transfer 
market, he has obtained Somatai 
Souza and Aqueel Ansari from 
Calcutta and Naushad Moosa from Air 
India. He is also set to make a splash in 
Goa's transfer season. 

Dempo and Salgaocar are also now 
paying lavishly. Top players in Goa, 
can make about Rs. 20-25,000 per 
month in the Goan league. The clubs 
in the Goan first division, spend about 
Rs. 5 crorcs on their players, in fees 
and other benefits. No wonder since 
Francis D'Souza in 1980 and Joseph 
Machado a couple of years later, no 
Goan p)layer has moved to Calcutta. 
Not only that, the Goan clubs are now 
luring promising players from other 
states by generous monetary offers. 
This year, players from Bombay, 
Kerala, Manipur and Haryana have 
opted for clubs in Goa rather than 
Calcutta. Naushad Moosa, the lanky, 
promising international opted for 
Churchill Brothers instead of Mohun 
Bagan this season. Previously, 
promising players always sought glory 
in Calcutta. Carlton Chapman aptly 
explains this change in attitude when 
he says, "in Calcuttta we play too 
many matches. Last year my team. 

East Bengal, played nine 
tournaments, plus exhibition 
matches and then there were office 
matches and games for India and 
Bengal, so we got utterly exhausted." 
So players prefer the less demanding 
atmosphere of Goa or Punjab. 

Mr Russi Mody, is also determined 
to make Air India a formidable unit. 

He is offering lucrative jobs. So Air 
India will be a threat in the near 
luture. So for Calcutta football, the 
writing is on the wall. Their teams 
must be more professionally 
managed. They will have to pay 
greater attention to development of 
home-grown talent and look after the 
welfare of their players. For now the 
players have a choice. They can opt for 
lucrative pastures outside Calcutta. 
Truly, the Lifebuoy Federation Cup 
could become an epoch making event 
of Indian lootball. # 
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EUROPEAN 

SUMMER 

A review of the European football season 

CHAMPIONS CUP 


THE three prestigious trophies, 
European Champions Cup, 

European Cup Winners Cup and 
UEFA Cup provide the grand finale of 
the continent s football season For 
years the Italian clubs with their 
megabucks have lured the best talent, 
from all over the world (even a 
Japanese player Kizuyoshi Miura 
plays for Genoa) Inevitably with 
such an array of talent the success 
rate of the Italian Clubs, in European 
trophies was phenomenal In 1990, 
AC Milan, Sampadoria, and Invent us 
made a clean sweep of the European 
titles In 1993, Juventus and Parma 
won the Cup Winner s Cup and ULFA 
Cup respectively Last season, A C 
Milan was triumphant in the 
Champions Cup and Internazionale 
Milan in the UEFA Cup whereas 
Parma lost narrowly to Arsenal in the 
Cup Winners Cup 
In the recently concluded European 
season, the Italian domination has 
been partially dented For the first 
time since 1991 an Italian Club has 
not won either the Champions' Cup 
or the Cup Winners Cup However, 
the UEFA Cup witnessed the third 
all-Italian final, in recent years The 
previous occasions were in 1990, 
Juventus beat Fiorentina 3-1, 0-0 and 
in 1991 when Inter Milan beat Roma 
2-0, 0-1 in the double-leg finals This 
year, Parma, runners-up in the Italian 
league, upset league winners 
Juventus, 1 -0 and 1 -1 However 
Italian pride took a severe beating 
when a spirited and youthful Ajax 
Amsterdam bi at mighty A C Milan 
who were seai ‘^bing fora record 13th 
major trophy in a memorable 
European Champions'final 


Final at the Ernest Happel Stadium 
Vienna,Austria Ajax Amsterdam vs 
A C Milan 

Result Ajax won 1 -0 Goal-scorer 
Patnek Kluivert (a second-half 
substitute) 


This was a clash of the titans Milan 
are the outstanding club team of the 
last decade, thrice European 
champions and twice World Club Cup 
champions Opponents Ajax are 
predictably the team of the future 
Only two players fielded against Milan 
were over 2 5 years old Frank 
Rijkaard and Danny Blind All the 
age-old cliches and aphonsms, age 
versus youth, expenence versus spint, 
organisation versus spontaneity 
applied to this clash 
Ajax had not won this prestigious 
trophy, since the glory days of Johan 
Cryuff Neeskens and Rudi Krol, in 
1973 It was to be seen if the speed and 
skills of their forwards, Marc 
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Overmars, George Finidi (a Nigerian 
international), 18 year-old sensation 
Patrick Kluivcrt and Kanu another 
teenaged prodidgy from Nigeria, 
could unlock the compact Italian 
defence, which included legends like 
Paolo Maldini, arguably the best 
defender in the world, the tenacious 
Costacurta and defensive midfielder, 
Marcel Dessaily, known as the 
destroyer from France. 

Ultimately youth and spontaneity 
prevailed. Kluivert, scored an 
instinctive match-winner, with a jab 
of his boot. He was put through by 
Ajax's oldest player Frank Rijkaard, 
who retired after the final, to attend to 
his designer clothes business. Rijkaard 
became the first player, since the 
brilliant Rumanian stopper Miodrag 
Belodedici, to win the European 
Champions trophy with two clubs. 
Miodrag won with Steau Bucharest in 
1986 and Red Star, Belgrade in 1991. 
Rijkaard was an indispensable part of 
the Milan team which won the 
European Champions' trophy in 1989 
and 1990 and now won the coveted 
prize with the club, which nurtured 
his talent, Ajax. 

Ajax's triumph was viewed as a 
victory for football. This Dutch club, 
has a football philosophy which they 
have successfully implemented. For 
the third decade in a row, Ajax has 
produced a team which sparkles with 
an abundance of talent. In the 
Seventies, it was Cry uft, Neeskens, 
Rensenbrinkand Krol. In the Eighties 
the players to shine were the 
magnificent three, Ruud Gullit, who 
speaks in several European languages, 
a musician, an admirer of Nelson 
Mandela and an environmentalist, 
Marco Van Basten, the supreme 
goals-scorer and the ultimate utility 
man, Frank Rijkaard. 

Ajax does not believe in buying 
success. All their stars are products of 
their efficient and excellent youth 
system. From a young age, the players 
are imbibed with the Ajax way of 
playing football. The youth coaches, 
never curb the spontaneity in a player 
but make them adjust to the playing 
formations of the senior team, so that 
transition becomes easy. 'The | 


emphasis whilst grooming a player is 
on speed, precision passing and 
impeccable technique. 

Of the team, that dominated 
Europe in the early 70s. winning the 
Champions' Cup, Irorn 1971-73, six 
were born within two miles of the 
club. Cryuff lived on the street 
opposite the club. Rinus Michels 
created the all conquering Ajax ol the 
70s. Inevitably the team did not last. 
The lure of niegabucks from the 
Italian and Spanish clubs was too 
tempting. Cryutf and Neeskens went 
to Barcelona and Krol to Napoli. 
Cryuff became the first 1 - 
million-pound transfer, when he 
joined Barcelona from Ajax in 1973. 
The current Ajax team also have 
home grown talent, midfielder 
Clarence Seerdorf and Edgar Davids, 
twins Ronald and Frank de Boer, Marc 
Overmars and Kluiven, all 
neighbourhood boys. Coach Louis 
Van Gaal feels history will repeal itself 
and the new sensations from Ajax will 
soon be lured by the rich Italian, 
Spanish and English clubs. 


Arsenal goalkeepar David Seaman was 
aghast when Nayim of Zaraqoza scored the 
'golden goal* to seal the English team's fate 

CUP WINNERS CUP: 

Final at Paris. Arsenal vs Real 
Zaragoza (Spain). 

Result: Real Zaragoza won 2-1, with a 
'golden goal' in the 29ih minute of 
extra-time. 

This was the first European final, to 
be decided by the 'Golden goal' rule. 
Befittingly, it was also the 'goal of the 
century.' The Moroccan-born 
winger Nayim of Real Zaragoza, from 
40 yards out on the right spotted 
Arsenal and England's international 
custodian David Seaman off his line. 
He let fly, a hopeful shot which dipped 
in past a stranded, rapidly retreating, 
aghast Seaman. This unique goal, 
foiled Arsenal's bid to become the first 
club to win the Cup Winners' Cup two 
years in a row. In 1994, Arsenal had 
beaten Parma of Italy 1 -0 in the final. 

It was Real Zaragoza's first 
European trophy, won with a 
dramatic and historic goal. Way back 
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in 1966 they had entered the UFFA 
(then known as the Fairs Cup) final to 
lose to Baicclona 3 4 on aggrej^ate in 
the double-leg linal 
/arago/a had stars like the Brazilian 
Cafii and the Argentine defender 
C areca in their ranks However their 
man of the match was ihe brilliant 
tempestuous Argentine striker Juan 
Lduardo Fsnaider Just 2 3 \ears of 
age he is so talented that he is rated as 
half Maradona half Kempes In the 
final against Arsenal he controlled 
dribbled and finished in flowing fluid 
movements combmtdwith 
such physical stature His opening 
goal from outside the birx was an apt 
example of perfect control and 
devastating finish 

Fsnaider hails from the Argentine 
resort of Mar del Plata His father a 
qualified engineer but a football 
fanatic was his first coach As a 
talented sirikci he joined Ferro Cars il 
Ocste when just 14-years-old He 
became a professional with them at a 
moderate fee of £25 per week In 
January 1991, he excelled in the 
South American junior 
championships, emerging as top 


scorer and best player Real Madrid 
scouts spotted and signed him for Cl 
million His salary rose to £4 000 per 
week However his volatile 
temperament let him down He 
frequently got red and yellow cards 
from Spanish referees who dislike 
players who gesticulate and 
demonstrate their feelings to the 
crowd His poor disciplinary record 
lt>‘d to him being dropped from the 
Argentine squad for the 1994 World 
C up 

In Real Madrid he became a misfit 
and was transferred to Real 
/aiagoza Here he clicked and helped 
his club reach the final with a goal or 
more in every round Fsnaider 
became the first player in the history 
of the C up Winners Cup to score in 
every round In the final, he 
tormented the rugged Arsenal 
defence which included 
international Tony Adams and 
Swedish midfielder Stefan Ian Wright, 
had also scored in every round till the 
final but could not do so on the big 
occasion Arsenal controlled Zaragoza 
but succumbed to the brilliance of 
Fsnaider and Nayim 


Argentina Careca has strengthened the 
Zaragoza defenco in a big way to win the 
Cup Winner's Cup 

UEFA CUP FINAL 

Double I eg Parma vs Jiiventus First 
leg Parma 1 Juventus O (Dino 
Baggio) Second leg Juventus 1 
Parma 1 (Gianluca Vialli) (Dino 
Baggio) 

This all Italian final was billed as the 
clash of the Baggios', Roberto for 
Juventus and Dino for Parma 
Ironically Dino whose athletic display 
and two opportunistic goals (one in 
each leg) helped Parma win, was a 
former Juventus player He joined 
Parma at the start of the 1994-95 
season and had the last laugh against 
his former club Parma won the 
European Cup Winners Cup in 1993 
and lost in the final of the same trophy 
the following year So this was their 
third successive Europearrfinal, 
making them one of the most 
consistent clubs in Europe Their rise 
to glory, IS remarkable, as they hail 
from a small town renowned for 
cheese (Parmesan) and wine. 


REVIEW 


EUROPEAN LEAGUES 


Nantes Creates 
Record 

Nantes clinched the French first 
division title when they were held 
toa2-2drawby Bastia At that 
stage, Nantes were 75 points, ten 
ahead of Lyon with three matches 
left Nantes led from start to finish, 
to establish a new French record 
with an unbeaten streak of 32 
matches 

They lost only once this season 
Their coach Jean Claude Suaudeau 
IS to be complimented for 
moulding a group of talented 
youngsters, into a formidable 
combination Nantes retained 
nearly the same squad, for two 
seasons and the players dcvelopedan 
instinctive combination and 
understanding The top-scorers lor 
Nantes were Loko and Oudec two 
promising front runners, who 
were capped this season 

Pans St Germain annexed a 
double crown lifting the Frenc h 
Cup and the French League Cup 
In the French League Cup final, 
they beat Bastia 2 0 The goals 
were scored by George Weah, the ^ 
talented international from I iberia 
and African footballer of the year, 
who IS bound for A C Milan and 
French international David Ginola ^ 

In the French Cup final. Pans St 
Germain ousted spirited 
Strasbourg 1 -0 with midfielder Le 
Gun scoring the match-winner It 
was their 4th French Cup title in 
their 2 5-year-old history 


ENGLAND 


Everton Win In 
Style 

For Blackburn Rovers the long 
wait is over. They annexed the 
Premier League title, after a 


dramatic finish with champions of 
the previous two seasons, 
f Manchester United Blackburn last 
" won ihe English Isi division title in 
' 1914 This unfashionable 

provincial club was revivc'd by ihe 
generosity of steel magnate and 
property develojier Jack Walkei 
He spent millions of pounds to 
revive a club he had suppoitcd as a 
boy Jack Walkei used his money 
to fulfil a childhood dream 

Kenny Daglish the manager of 
Blackburn Rovers, ranks alongside 
Herbert C hapinan and Brian 
Clough in winning the title with 


two different clubs ( hapinan won 
with Middlesborfiijgh and Arsenal 
in the 1920s and 30s, C lough with 
Derby County and Nottingham 
Forest in the 1970s and Daglish 
earlier with Liverpool 

On the last day of the league 
r Blackburn Rovers on 89 points 
i from 41 mate hes look on Liv erpool 
in an away match MaiKliesier 
United on 87 points from a similai 
number of games met West Ham 
United at Upton Park in an away 
tie If Blackburn lost and United 
won. Jack Walker's dreams would 
have been stifh^d 

For Daglish returning to his old 
club, for a high voltage match, was 
additional pressure Blackburn lost 


1 -2, with Jamie Redknapp scoring 
a last minute winner, with a 
curling free kick However iheir 
gloom soon turned to joy, as 
excited fans heard on the radio, 
tliai Manchester United drew 1 -1 
with West Ham Manchester 
United s expensive signing, 7 
million pounds sti iker Andy Cole 
from Newcastle United missed a 
siller which could have got them 
the vital goal and league title So 
Blackburn finished on 89 and 
Maiuhestei United with 88 
points 

Lverton won the world s oldest 
football tournament, the 
glamorous FAC up, after over a 
decade, their last win was in 1984 


Everton players with the FA Cup after 
beatina Manchester United in the 
Wembley final 

In the final, they upset Manchester 
United 1-0 with sinker Paul 
Rideout scoring the matchwinner 
at the halt hour Fverton, which 
did not win any of their opening 14 
league matches, were revived by 
new manager Joe Royle, a former 
player of the club Royle 
transformed the team, which 
earlier lacked passion and heart 
Due to their committed game, 
fcverton are termed as "Dogs of 
War" for the way they battle and 
chase seemingly lost causes 
Liverpool won the League Cup 
now known as the Coca Cola Cup, 



61 




REVIEW 


beating I si division Bolton 
Wanderers 2-1 in the iinal 
I iverpool, thus return to tiirope 
next season, in the Ui bA Cup II 
was their first success since 
winning the F A Cup in 1992 


Juventus Back From 
the Wilderness 

Juventus won their first Italian 
League title in nine years and 
overall 23rd title when they 
drubbed Parma 4 0 in a vital 
match Juventus thus won the 
league title with two rounds of 
matches still to be played Juventus 
won 22 drew 4 and lost 6 matches 
to notch up 70 points ten more 
than their nearest rivals AC Parma 
111 the 4 Owin the goals were by 
Pabri7io Ravanelli (2) French 
midfielder Deschamps and former 
Italian striker Gianluca Vialli 
(distinctive with his Yul Bryner 


Roborto Baggio loaves Juventus 



hair style) 

Juventus s 23 league titles are 
nine more than second best A C 
Milan who saw their string of 
' three st raight championships 
* come to an end The two teams face 
off again in the two-leg Italian Cup 
The only sad news for Juventus is 
that former Furopean player of the 
year Roberto Baggio, may leave the 
club owned by Fiat manufacturers 
the Agnelli family due to a pay-cut 
Club owner Giovanni Agnelli says 
due to a business slump, the club is 
following an austerity drive and 
hence the pay cut Baggio s new 
contraa is a I -billion lira 
($625 000) a year cut from his 
present deal Baggio has received 
offers from Inter Milan Barcelona 
(Spain) and some Japanese clubs 


PORTUGAL; 


Porto On Top 

Porto coached by former 
England manager Bobby Robson 
became the league champions 
seven points ahead of runners-up 
Sporting Union Porto finished 
their domestic programme with 62 
points Former champions 
Benefica were third with 47 points 
In their last match Porto beat 
Tirsense 4-0 at home Domingos of 
Porto was the league s top scorer 


BELGIUM; 


Anderlechfs 

Hat-trick 

Anderlecht clinched their third 
successive Belgian League title 
when they beat Ghent 2-0 in their 
final match For most of the season, 
Anderlecht trailed front runners 
Standard Liege, but a late burst of 
success enabled Anderlecht 
triumph Belgian international, 
Josef Weber, who is of Czech 
origin, was Ajiderlecht's top scorer 



Real Madrid's 
Record 26 tli Title 


Real Madrid annexed the 
Spanish League foi a record 26th 
time with a 2-1 win over ultimate 
runners-up Dcportiva La Coruna 
in their decisive last league mate h 
The match winner was scored by 
Chilean striker Ivan Zamorano, his 
28ih of the season whic h made 
him the top scorer of the League It 
was Real Madrid s first league title 
since 1990 

In the recent past, Real Madrid 
twice saw Barcelona overtake 
them on the final day of both the 
1992 and 1993 seasons, to win the 
title This season also Real Madrid's 
eight point lead was cut into half in 
the last month but they held on to 
win, to the relief of their Argentine 
manager and a former player of the 
club, Jorge Valdano 

Barcelona eliminated in the 
European Champions' Cup, in the 
quarterfinal stage, staned the 
season with three of the world's 
finest players, Romano, Hristo 
Stoichkov and Gheorge Hagi 
However, Romano has since 
returned to Italy, Hagi has 
remained mostly unfit and 
Stoichkov may leave due to a 
dispute with manager Johan 
Cryuff on team selection 
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SCOTLAND: 


Rangers'Too Good 
For the Rest 

Rangers won the Scottish League 
title for the seventh successive 
year, with five games remaining 
Motherwell came second Rangers 
now hope to emulate Celtic's feat 
of nine successive league titles 
Their team, for the next season, is 
further strengthened by the 
inclusion of fcngland's 
international Paul Gascoigne in a S 
million pound transfer, from Lazio 
of Rome Ranger's Dutch 
international Brian laudrup was 
chosen Scottish Player of the Year 
In England Tottenham Hotspur's 
stiiker the blonde German Jurgen 
Klinsmann became the Player of 
the Year So for the first time two 
foreigners got tfie coveted Player of 
the Year award in England and 
Scotland the two countries where 
football originated 
Celtic put an end to a six year 
trophy drought with a 1 -0 triumph 
over I division underdogs Airdrie 
in a closely contested Scottish Cup 

Paul Gascoigna; Comat home from Lazio 
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final Dutch striker Pierre Van 
Hooydink, headed in a Billy 
Mcinlay cross for the winning goal 
It was Celtic's 30th Scottish Cup 
Win and it concluded a remarkable 
coincidental sequence by the 
Glasgow giants They won the Cup, 
whenever the year ended in five, in 
1965, 1975, 1985 and 1995 This 
win brought relief to the Celtic fans 
and their coach Tommy Burns In 
the Coca Cola League Cup final, 
first division Raith Rovers had 
upset Celtic 1 -0 in November 1994 


GERMANY: 


Close Finish For 
Werder Bremen 

It was a close finish to decide the 
league winners With two games to 
go, only a point separates Werder 
Bremen champions two seasons 
ago from Borussia Dortmund 
Werder Bremen lost their decisive 
lead when they lost to Schalke 2-4, 
iheir first loss since mid March 
However Borussia Dortmund only 
drew with Borussia 
Munchengladbach and so could 
not capitalise on Werder's loss 



Heiko Herrlich, of Borussia 
Munchengladbach, the promising 
striker capped by German manager 
Bertie Vogts, is the league's top 
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Juurgun Klinsmann bacama tha Playar of 
the Year in England 


Ajax Remain 
Unbeaten 


Talented and attraaive to watch 
Ajax Amsterdam annexed the 
Dutch League and remained 
unbeaten, an unique 
achievement They created a 
brilliant Dutch double, the 
first-ever unbeaten domestic league 
programme with the coveted 
European Champions' Cup Only 
PSV Eindhoven (toured India in 
1990) and Romano's first club in 
Europe, were more successful, 
wmning the domestic league and 
Cup competitions as well as 
bringing home the European Cup 
in one season (1998) 

Unfancied Roda J C finished 
second in the Dutch League 
However, PSV did not have a good 
season, but their talented Brazilian 
Ronaldo was the top-scorer of the 
Dutch League 

The Dutch Cup was annexed by 
Feyenoord They beat VOlendam 
2-1 in the final Their Nigerian 
substitute Mike Obiku scored the 
winning goal 

Novy Kapadia g 







SPOTLIGHT 



Michael Schumacher's flawless driving, coupled with some excellent pit 
stop strategies from team Benetton Renault ensured that Schumacher 
won the Monaco Grand Prixfor the second consecutive time 



legacy (of sorts) to follow. Having won 
in Monaco last year, (in fact the only 
one to have won at Monaco amongst 
the present crop of drivers) and back 
to his winning ways after a short 
draught this year, Schumacher was 
out to prove that his win at Barcelona 
was no fluke. 

When Hill took pole position, for 
the sixth time in his career, at 
Monaco, people were of the opinion 
that he would come out tops as he had 
during the qualifying race. What 
many had forgotten was the integral 
part the pit crew and their strategies 
play in a particular driver winning a 
race. 

Though the original race had to be 
restarted following a nine car accident 
which was caused after a collision 
between the cars of David Coulthard, 
Jean Alesi and Gerhard Berger, Hill 
lead right from the start but was 
fourth when he went in for his first pit 
stop on lap 24. Schumacher then took 
the lead and only lost it once when he 
made his one and only pit stop on lap 
36. 

In fact, among the top drivers. Hill 
was the only driver scheduled to pit 
twice, during the race. It certainly was 
not the first time that the 
Williams-Renault tean¥mucked up on 

Tht race had to ba raatailad after this accident 
that involvad nine cart. David Ceuhhard 
(wheae car it heing hoialad hy the enna) had 
to race in the spare car huthadte retira in the 
17th lap after gear hex prohlema 









pit strategies and a livid Hill said after 
the race, ''We talked it through on 
Saturday night and chose to go for one 
stop, but we revised the plan on 
Sunday before the race, and we got it 


horribly wong, Tm atraid We got 
caught out again by our pit stop 
sf^ategy and 1 m cheesed off " 

After Schumacher finally won the 
race, giving Renault their first win at 


Damon Hill (riebt) can only watch wictfully as 
Schumachar proudly holds aloft tbs winnors 
trophy. Gerhard Barger who cams third is on 
the left 

Monaco, a tull 34 8 seconds ahead of 
Hill, the loser gallantly gave the victor 
full credit for his performance Said 
Hill, "I can't really explain why that 
should be, but Michael (Schumacher) 
drove a fantastic race Benetton did a 
better job with their strategy so we 
have to respect them for that " 
Coupled with genuine respect for 
his compatriot is also the recognition 
that after the Monaco GP, 

Schumacher leads Hill, in the 
Championship tally by five points Hill 
knows for a fact that the next three 
rac es are going to be very crucial for 
his and his team Rothmans Williams 
Renault He will have to spend hours 
with his team, specially the pit crew 
and formulate strategies that will take 
him back to his winning ways 
After all, sport is all about coming 
up with the winning formula, and 
Formula One racing is no different. # 


Formula 1 World Champions 
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HKN spec taiors arrive at 
Lord's for this month's Test 
against the West Indies ilu*y 
will see some extensive 
redevelopment—a new indoor 
school—^taking place at the famous 
old ground 

Something else will also cauh iheir 
eyes It would have been diilicult to 
imagine a few vcars ago, the sight of a 
huge television screen at I ord s but 
this year giant screen technology will 
make its debut at the Home ot ( ricket 
with the fust appearance there of the 


Citroen Big Streen 
These large screens have been a 
feature of many major sporting events 
for some years now The 198 3 World 
Cup saw this tt'chnology used for the 
first time at a cricket rnaich—at The 
Oval—shortly alter the debut of a 
giant scoreboaid/TV screen at the 
Melbourne Cricket Ground The 
Citroen-sponsored screen has been 
seen around the cemntry—but not at 
lord's—since the 1991 Test senes 
against the West Indies 

The pictuie quality has been 
enhanced this year with the 
introduction ot the new' lumbotron 
system, which offers much better 
resolution and brightness The 
difference will be particularly 
noticeable m strong sunlight—so let's 
hope the weather holds to give the 

66 


screen a real test on its Test debut 
The screen at Lord's will be 
positioned above the upper tier ot the 
Ldrich Stand at the Nursery end 
Using a combination of BBC pictures 
and C iiroen s own cameras, the 
screen can replay action footage from 
the game m progress while at other 
times It can be used as an additional 
scoreboard TCCB guidelines prevent 
the showing ot live' pictures from the 
morneiu the howlei starts his run-up 
until the ball is dead A wide range of 
information, messages and statistics 


English cricketers celebrate their win over the 
West Indies in the Texaco one-day series at 
Lord's 

can also be shown prc»viding an 
excellent allround service for 
spectatois 

Cricket has employed the tools of 
television in many ways and not just 
to enhance speciaior enjoyment For 
many years WCM's Fditor led the 
camjiaign for TV cameras to be used to 
help rule on line decisions, and now, 
with slowmoiion replays available to a 
pavilion-based-third official, the 'third 
umpire' is widely used in 
international cricket Many of the 
initial objections to the system—^'il 
will lake too long for decisions to be 
made', 'The game will be held up and 
spectators will become 


frustrated'—have proved to be 
unfounded In fact the opposite has 
usually been the case, with justice 
being done fand seen to be done) 
reasonably quickly 

An ever-increasing amount of 
cricket from all round the world is 
now being shown on terrestrial and 
satellite TV, and it has been with the 
armchair spectator in mind that some 
of the most innovative develdpments 
have taken place 'Stump vision', with 
pic tures transmitted from a 
mini-cameia inside a stump, provides 
a close-up sight of the ball which is 
something unnerving, while viewers 
to the recent West Indies-Australia 
series have been treated to 'Spin 
Vision' The special close-up camera 
captures the bowlers' action and the 
hall's trajectory in ultra-slow motion 
The armchair viewer now has a 
c hance to work out the mysteries of 
Shane Warne's Icgspin 
variations—^indeed the Australian 
tourists m the Caribbean concerned 
that the opposing batsmen would be 
able to study the Icgspinner closely, 
christened the new innovation 
Warnccam' 

SKY TV, who are transmitting a 
massive 600 hours' cricket coverage 
this summer, have some innovations 
of their own up their sleeves Apart 
from their own version of 'Spin 
Vision', they are to set up a radar-gun 
near the stumps to measure the 
bowlers' speed of delivery Plans to 
equip the umpires with mmi-cameras 
have, however, been shelved for the 
lime being 

Market research carried out by 
TCCB suggests that the 
c Ticket-watching public is 
overwhelmingly in favour of giant 
TV-replay screens, which might allay 
the misgivings which some MCC 
members will undoubtedly have on 
spotting Ciirc^en's big screen at HQ 
What might W G Grace have made of 
it all*^ It will be interesting to see what 
further technological tweaks are in 
store Who knows, perhaps there'll be 
a camera inside the ball 

Co'in Ackehurst 

Wi9d«n Cricket Monthly 
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YOU HAVE THE DRIVE. 
HOW GET THE POWER. 



SEK\fO‘ SUPERIOR XEE-SH 

EXTRA ENERGY EFFICIENT MULTIGRADE ENGINE OIL 


High speed and power that is what tod^ s new generation cars are all about These hi tech automobiles demand 
a superior engine oil like Indianoil s SEhVO SUPERIOR XEE SH that can perform even under some of the most 
demanding conditions And it s perfected at Indianoil s Research and Development centre One of Asia s most 
advanced 

SERVO SUPERIOR XEE SH is a high grade engine oil that meets the stringent requirements of 
API SH/CD ILSAC GF I and the EC II level energy conservation standards Apex international bodies like the 
American Petroleum Institute (API) and International Lubricant Standardisation andApproval Committee (ILSAC) 
have attested the quality of SERVO SUPERIOR XEE SH It exceeds the requirements of American European 
Japanese and Indian gasoline cars Including those equipped with catalytic converters and operating on unleaded 
petrol 

What s more SERVO SUPERIOR XEE SH is the only mineral oil based engine oil in India to have the double seal 
of approval the API Donut and Starburst symbols 

SERVO SUPERIOR XEE SH ensures a minimum 2 7% fuel conservation under ideal test conditions It increases 
engine life and reduces maintenance costs An extended oil change period of 10 000 km ensures better economy 
Now at last you have the power to drive your engine to the limits Switch to SERVO SUPERIOR XEE SH and feel 
the difference 

SERVO'ADDS LIFE. 

Available at Indianoil petrol stations in your city 
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WIMBLEDON'95 

A special section on the glamour, 
the glitz and the passion of this 
most important of all the Grand 
Slams. Robin Chatteijee reports 
from London 

m 

A FIERY ESCAPE 

Cuba's greatest female track star. 
Ana Quirot, had a near fatal 
burning accident. But now she is 
back on the track, looking for 
gold at Atlanta. 

58 

FRENCH FLASHBACK 

Photo-feature on the French 
Open championship 
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VARIETY 


Rottweiler; a highly temperamental 
and vicious member of the canine 
family. Given to biting harmless little 
infants, specially in Britain, to death. 
Uncontrollable when stressed out. 
Known collectively as the 'Rotters', 
the word is also a slur used mainly for 
identifying British tabloid journalists. 

'BEASTIE BOYS'; the sophisticated, 
hut carnivorous version of the 
rottweilers. They are also a former 
hea vy metal band, very ordinary but 
using cheap gimmickry and gizmos to 


The Beastie 
Boys Of 

Wimbledon 



attract undue attention. Not exactly 
revered for their contribution to the 
complex world of music. The word is 
also used as a profanity for (you 
guessed It!) tabloid journalists. 

IGHT, that's settled then. But 
just to take a little liberty with 
fiction, imagine that the 
'Rotters' are hot on the trail of one Mr 
Andre Agassi. Also remember that this 
scenario, there is a principal Rotter 
who more or less manages operations. 
4 


The principal Rotter in this case, is a 
seasoned, grey haired, ruddy faced 
dean of a clan of reporters, who could 
invite comparisons with a pack of 
wolves, but who prefer to be called the 
'Rotters' as they base their 
professional operations along the 
lines of the ferocious German dog, the 
Rottweiler. 

First question to the clan by 
principal Rotter; 'Who's going to ask 
him about Brooke Shields then?' 

Brief backdrop; Brooke Shields, in a 


Guarding tba aanelily of WimUodon 

ridiculous statement to a popular 
British magazine, confessed that 
Agassi was the first man that she had 
ever slept with. 

Hah! 

The above word is not the writer's 
opinion. Rather it is the collective 

thought of the entire population of 
Britain that is being summed up in 
one word. 

Hah! And who better to ask than 






I^wer-packed, low-smoke, synthetic-based Castrol JETTX 
unleashes the power in your bike Getting you off to a flying 
start Be it on the race track or at the traffic signal 

Synthetic-based Castrol JETTX ensures a clean, smokeless 
burn and extra mileage 

Castrol JETTX meets the latest technical specifications 
introduced by major Japanese bike manufacturers — 
C^SOM345FC]])— the highest for two-stroke bikes worldwide 
Switch to Castrol JETTX Get off to a flying start Break into 
freedom And zap the rest 

Caatrol JETTX Is baat aultad tor Japanaaa angina 
two-atroka bikaa and aeootara, vix. Yamaha, KawaaakI, 
SuxukI and KInatle Honda, 
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VARIETY 


Andre himself? 

And so Agassi by all accounts would 
come into the newsroom and start 
scanning for ail those tell-tale signs 
that are usually a dead giveaway for 
the tabloid journos. What's more, 
Agassi knows (for that matter, so do 
all the high profile tennis pros) that 
the indoor contest following the 
outdoor battle was about to begin. 

And the subjea in this case is almost 
always on matters more titillating 
than tennis 

The two weeks that encompass 
Wimbledon are, in a manner of 
speaking, the high points of the British 
social calendar. And it is precisely 
during this fortnight - when 
everybody is sold on tennis - the 
British start treating the tennis players 
like movie stars, ferreting and 
salivating over any zany, or sexy 
personal tidbits than can enliven the 
starchy proceedings at the AELTC. 

The entire operation is like a war of 
contrasts; aaually a sort of class 
Andre displays bis sbnvsn chase 


warfare. As the loyal servants of the 
All England Club try to keep the 
atmosphere a trifle crisp, with their 
own staid offerings, the tabloid 
journalists try to drag the proceedings 
down to a level of such muck that 
even a warthog would think twice 
before wallowing in it. And what 
exactly are the spoils of this war? Two 
words—^Higher circulation.... 

The modus operand! of the tabloid 
journalists is very elementary. For 
example, they already know that 
Steffi Graf is working on her serve and 
volley, therefore the accent on news 
gathering would be on asking her a 
couple of personal questions. 

In 1993, a Rotter got a scoop, when 
Martina Navratilova told him, in reply 
to his question about whether she had 
gained weight, that she had stopped 
hunting pheasants and had become a 
'vegetarian'. 

'No Fatalova', screamed out the 
headline the next day with the 
accompanying story adding that extra 
bit of juice. But then, even though 


these hatchetmen are the very 
antithesis of tradition, a quality that 
Wimbledon is trying desperately to 
hold on to, the hallowed portals of the 
AELTC are nevertheless, sniggering 
over the reports that are filed each day. 

Wimbledon has a yen for hierarchy 
and a distina elaborate 'class system' 
that the tabloids brand as 'wall to wall 
snobbery'. For instance, there is a 
code of rules which even distinguishes 
between a Rotter and a Beastie Roy. 
Reporters who ignore the tennis 
issues and focus on any other 
salacious news about the players, are 
branded as the Rotters. A Beastie Boy 
on the other hand, bases his case on 
matters pertaining to tennis. 

But the combined daily brief that 
both these groups of reporters adhere 
to are common; 'throw pebbles that 
will cause ripples and make sure that 
the players' tranquil way of life here is 
affected as much as possible'. And 
when you come across tall, thin, pale 
looking men and women, armed with 
cellular phones, gathering at the press 
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restaurant every day, be sure that the 
'death squad' of the fourth estate are 
conferring as to who is going to 'get 
the treatment'. 

They move about together, as a 
single intimidating unit, making daily 
rounds of the press box, the 
Wimbledon police, the practice 
courts, the Royal Box, the box 
reserved for players' families and 
friends and sometimes even to the 
apartments or houses where the 
players are staying. And if they so 
much as get a hint that Fergie and Di 
are putting in an appearance, then the 
players are promptly forgotten. 

To be fair to the tournament 
directors, they have a rather unfair 
battle on their hands, but they try 
their best to fight it. For example, a 
member of the All England Club 
accompanies each player to his/her 
press conference. And their brief is 
fairly simple; steer the questions back 
to tennis when things begin to go 
astray. But even their task becomes 
difficult when they have someone like 
Andre Agassi to handle. Agassi, never 
one to stop at a quip, literally plays 
into the hands of the ubioids. 
'England loves Andre' is the brand 
line and Andre in turn, loves 


Wimbledon. The tabloids just love 
Andre too. 

Let us present this remarkable post 
match Q and A session with Agassi, 
held in Wimbledon in 1993 as our 
conclusion. For those who had 
forgotten, remember that Agassi had 
shaved off the hair on his chest and 
legs. 

Q. 'Can you tell us why and how 
you had your hair removed?' 

A. "It makes me a little aerodynamic 
out there on the courts." 

Q. 'Wfiat method did you use 
Andre, to have it removed?' 

A. "Well, you know, there will be 
times where depending on what my 
options arc, I'll do it myself, but if 
there are other options. I'll have 
somebody else do it." 

Q. 'Is there anybody in particular?' 

A. "Let me pot it this way, 1 
wouldn't let you do it." 

Q. 'Did you use a razor or did you 
wax it?' 

A. "It's a revolutionary method. 

You see, the girls like me better with 
shorter hair and I don't want them to 
start liking other guys." 

And when these tabloids got wind 
of the faa that Barbra Streisand was 
coining in to watch Agassi play, they 


were so enraptured that they pushed 
the American bombing of Baghdad off 
the front page, preferring to harp on a 
possible love feud between Wendi 
Stewan and Streiund. The tabloids 
have not spared the likes of Andrei 
Medvedev either publicising his loss at 
Wimbledon once, and putting the 
cause down to a lovers' tiff between 
him and his girlfriend tennis pro, 

Anke Huber. The tabloid culture has 
even caught up with the Japanese 
press who have gone on to file a story, 
just before Wimbledon this year, 
about Kimiko Date and her coach 
being lovers. The report had affected 
Date so much that she had given up 
her chances of figuring anywhere in 
the Championships 

But then sometimes these guys are 
bang on target, like when they carried 
the story of the Chris Evert-Jimmy 
Connors romance that has become 
part of tennis folklore. And just in case 
you're wondering that all this is 
journalism of the cheapest kind, then 
you would be wise to ask a Rotter for 
his opinion, "Nonsense," he will tell 
you. Pontificating that, "We are the 
lifeblood of tennis." 

So be it. 

Robin Chatterjee, Wimbledon 
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COVERSTORY 


White a host of women players 
may be confronting their mirrors 
with that question, there is at 
present only one answer, Steffi 
Graf; in spite of att her personal 
and emotional problems. ROBIN 
CHATTBRJEE writes from 
Wimbledon 


f TEFFI GRAF She s the girl for whom playing 
tennis IS easier than having breakfast but for 
i ^ whom living life is a lot more difficult 
Fortune and boredom Boredom and fortune in 
equal measure, that s how life is for Steffi Graf Sure 
one also has to cope with the predictable win that is the 
obvious outcome of every match that she plays, and the 
vast sums of money that she has earned with her trade 
mark forehand and backhand slice provide only a 
temporary balm of solace 

Hers IS an absurd predicament for which the cause is 
more often than not, tennis For someone who is afraid 
of showing her emotions in public, Graf uses her tennis 
as a tool for self-examination in which the self is 
always found wanting It's painful enough to have 
shortconungs but to have to put it under public scrutiny 
every time you play a tennis match can at times be 
unendurable 

For someone who is a millionaire at least 40 times 
over even Graf has failed to do only one thing in tennis 
enjoy herself It is perhaps because of this that she does 
not reaa after winning an imponant singles The 
reason most matches have an obvious conclusion And 
even though the overall competition in the women's 
tour (espeaally Arantxa Sanchez Vicario) has become 
senous, and even with the No 1 ranking oscillating 
between her and Sanchez Vicario like a pendulum, 
Graf has always been perennially unfulfilled vis-a vis 
tennis While Sanchez Vicario strives for the No 1 
position, Graf has her own personal vision of perfection 
and this quest, to explore the realms of perfection 
through tennis, is her only goal Which makes her say 
something as ambitious as 'T'm playing myself out 
there The score is totally meaningless " 

Ah, but there is one problem with playing yourself 
you don't always win 'That's where the fortune comes 
in," she says 

Women's tennis badly needs a breath of fresh air 
Perhaps the return of Monica Seles to provide greater 
chansma and competition Perhaps a proud superstar, 
Steffi IS a reluctant one But then all she ever wanted 
was to play tennis She did not bargain for, nor was she 



prepared to sacrifice her individuality in the process As 
she once confirmed saying that, "More and more I 
realise that this (the tennis circuit) is not my kind of life ' 

v- tIMF was when she liked to play the game when 
I she was just a car salesman s daughter from the 
& village of Bruhl Intrusion into her privacy is one 
of the few problems that Graf has found hard to cope 
with in her private life She even disappeared for a few 
days during Wimbledon '90 to reappear again The 
basic malady that contnbutes to intrusion is stardom. 





The Omen is clear. One Indian brand is 
thirsting for global competition. 
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which means that wiien her door opens, she is 
cngulied. Feel pound. Shouts go up. Strobes flash. All 
this trickles down to her tennis, which explains why 
Graf has resorted to contemplating the game on a 
purely aesthetic plane. And she describes her idea of a 
perfect tennis match as a purists reverie; at Wimbledon, 
on the centre court of pure, green lawn, playing against 
the only worthy adversary, Martina Navratilova. The 
Stadium is empty. They are playing for fun, not even 
keeping score. "No one knows", explains Graf. "It is 
just us." (when told of Graf's idea, Navratilova had 
pondered and replied, "I'd do it in a second. We'd play 
the tennis of our lives"). 

Today, Navratilova plays only doubles (as she has 
done here) with Steffi and not against lier. The others 
can hardly play against her. And not everyone likes to 
be cut down in the basic way that Steffi adopts. Which 


Graf with her one-time doubles partner Gabriele Sabetini at 
Wimbleden. Graf readily admita that all her friends are ef the 
epposHa tax 

probably explains why she has no friends on the tour. 
Oh yes she's played doubles with the likes of Gabriela 
Sabatini at Wimbledon. But Steffi likes to play, she likes 
to win and she likes to leave. 

nd that is not possible. Which is why only two 
tour players—both non descript—have been 
/ 4 able to cultivate a friendship with Graf: Rennae 

Stubs of Australia and Patricia Tarabini of Argentina. 
And suprisingly the introvert in Graf was attracted to 
both these girls' outgoing personalities. 

But what about life off the tennis courts? Surely, one so 
rich, beautiful and young would naturally crave to be in 
the company of men and vice-versa. 
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Graf it as popular with the tannis fans and sha is with the who's who 
in tha showhii fratomity, who constantly try to woo hsr 

Steffi, by her own admission, is more comfortable 
with the opposite sex and at the age of 27, she has 
more than her share of 
significant others 

"Friends'^" she has confirmed ' I have no girlfriends 
I get along better with boys I have five or six Tm close to 
with whom I can talk easily with " 

' hich probably explains why she had her first 
fling with never-was-has been-German 
journeyman Alexander Mronz It was her 
first public romance and one that came agonisingly 
close to marriage before falling apart, thanks to Graf's 
sustained rise and Mronz's penodic fall 


Even with the No. 1 ranking 
oscillating between Graf and 
Sanchez Vicario like a pendulum, 
Graf has always been unfulfilled 
vis-a-vis tennis. While Sanchez 
strives for the No. 1 position, Graf has 
her own personal vision of 
perfection... 


Today, both Mronz and Graf have remained steadfast 
friends, despite the fact that Peter Graf, visualised him 
as a prospective son-in-law Fven Steffi was reported to 
have confessed - as her romance blossomed - that 







CEAT CRICKET RATING. 

AFTER HIM, IT'S THE CLOSEST ANYONE KEEPS WATCH. 
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Ceat Cricket Rating now ranks the world’s 
best cricketers. To decide the greatest. 

Point by point, Ceat Cricket Rating keeps a close track On the world s 
best cricketers Ranking them for their performances In all one day 
internationals and test matches The points gained by them each year 
on Ceat Ciicket Rating will decide the Ceat International Cricketer 
The only truly international award in cricket Instituted jointly by 
India s first sports promotion and marketing company the Professional 
Management Group and Ceat one of India s foremost tyre companies 
And overseen by Sunil Gavaskar Ian Chappel and Clive Lloyd 


Keep a close wale h on your superheroes every month With 


( eat Cricket Rating And join in to declare the new king of cricket 


BMrgme 

poam 

A fifty in an inning 

1 point 

Fvery 25 runs thereafter in that 
particular innings 

1 point each 

A century in an innings 

3 additional points as bonus 

A double centur> in an innings 

& additional points as bonus 

A century stand 

1 point for each batsman 

A double century stand 

2 points for each batsman 
and so on for a triple 
century stand etc 


. wwim 


Two wickets in an inning 

Each wicket thereafter in 
that particular innings 

Five wickets in an inning 

Ten wickets in a match 

1 point 

1 point each 

3 additional points as bonus 

6 additional points as bonus 

. 


Fvery catch or stumping 

l point 


Identical points will be given for the performances 
in test matches and one day internationals 
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COVERSTORY 


Mercedes Saloon for a couple of sold out concerts. The 
result of all that touring culminated in a passionate 
romance and as a token of her love, Graf gave him her 
highly confidential personal phone number. They were 
even spotted by London's tabloid photographers prior 
to Wimbledon that year. Sooner or later, however, 

Graf had to return to the Tour. And when she did, 
Hucknall started dating Brigeite Neilson, the former 
Mrs Sylvester Stallone. 

In spite of this parting of ways, however, Graf and 
Hucknall have remained triends. She going to see most 
of his concerts and he putting in an occasional 
appearance at her matches, especially at 
Wimbledon. What followed for Graf was a 'quick' 
romance with another fellow countryman and tennis 
pro. Herald Pittcrsbacker after which she moved on to 
date the 7' 2" Black American basket ball player, David 
Robinson who she met at a tennis match in Texas. The 
affair reportedly took off in Texas and culminated in 
Africa, where Robinson and Graf U)ok off for a desert 
Saiari. The romance, thereafter was short lived and 
soon came down to candle-lit dinners at swanky hotels 

hile it is true that Graf does have a very 

^ heavy emotional side to her personality, she 

nevertheless, does not believe in excess of 
any kind....even in romance. This is evident by her 
sudden affair with American motor cyclist, Kevin 
Schwantz. Schwantz, in his excitement, blew his 
chances when he reportedly flew low over her villa in 
Flonda with a banner hanging from the plane, 
screaming out the words, "Steffi, Iloveyou " 

Graf did not love it and the end came soon alter. By 
then, the maturity level in Graf's persona was showing 
positive signs. This was illustrated when she befriended 
comedian, Otto Waallees (though the grapevine 
insisted it was a romance) Waallees was a regular guest 
at Steffi's villa in Flonda, and his private plane is always 
at her disposal. In fact, he has become the Graf family's 
closest friend. After he helped out Peter Graf in the 
paternity case liled against him by German model 
Nicole Meissner, something which had tremendous 
effect on Steffi both mentally and physically. 

Another family friend who had struck up a 
romantic chord in Graf's heart is the by now 
much-married, Peter Korda. Korda was, till some time 
ago, Graf's playing partner and there were rumours of a 
'more than serious' romantic liaison. But, both of them, 
went on to deny it, thereby burying all rumours. 


W hat we thus see from all this is a series of 
illustrations that Graf has almost, always 
been struggling to look for a meaningful 
existence out of the tennis courts. Though personally 
she admits to being an introvert, it is more a 


characteristic born out of choice than by any other 
means. 

"Emotionally dark". That is Gral's favourite 
summation of herself. Her favourite colour is black. Her 
bedrooms at her homes in Bruhl and Boca Raton, are 
black—^walls, black furnishings, black fabric. She also 
has a habit of turning out the lights when she 
enters a room. 

And she was getting wed to the loneliness'and 
darkness when German Formula 4000 driver, Michael 
Banels entered her life. It was a period she decided to let 
her feelings cultivate slowly and this showed Graf has 
been emotionally involved with Bartels for more than 
a year now. The press got wind of the romance in 1993 
when Graf and Bartels were seen walking through the 
streets of Monte Carlo like star-crossed lovers. 



Gref wMi her present boyfriend Micheel Bartels, a German Formula 
4000 driver. Bartels has been her steady companion for the past 
couple of years 


Baitcls was present during the French Open this 
summer when Graf won the trophy yet again, 
following a difficult period of injuries. The signs are that 
Graf and Bartels are going to be for 'keeps' and the 
spirits that once caused her to be so emotionally 
restless, are now dormant. 

Today, Graf has grown up, if you consider the fact 
that she is a little Jess involved with her tennis She even 
loses a little more regularly. An occurance which gives 
her the opportunity to visit art galleries in Pans and flea 
markets in London where the vendors know her not as 
Steffi Graf only as a good customer. And though she 
perceives tennis as a job (where the office is almost 
always centre court) Graf is slowly but steadily getting 
the anonymity that she has always craved for. 

Soon hopefully, it will be more lasting. • 
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Which game uses 

V it 

the largest ball 

today 


What IS known as 

si . 

the "British 

disease" in sports? 


What IS common to 


Harrow Drive, 

Chinese Cut and Surrey 

Dnve'? 



Who said,' He is the 


greatest but I am 

the latest"’’ 

■IllNi 

X 

Rocky Marciano, 

* 

the heavyweight 

champion, had a winning 


percentage of 100, who is 
the second highest in 
winnmg per cenf^ 

Which IS the largest 
* sporting trophy 


ANSWERS 


1. Basketball. 

2. The hooliganism shown by English fans 
dunng a football match. 

). All terms for intended off'drives that get 
edged past the leg-stump. 

4. Leon Spinks. 

5. GeneTurmey(98.2%>ofUSA. 

6 . The Bangalore Limited Handicap Polo 
Tournament Trophy, standing 6 ft. tall. 

7. They wear craidi helmets, 

8. The Oval. 

9. Air Lauda. 

10. Pumas. 

11. Uruguay. 
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ABHIRUPROY, 

C/OSHRIR.K.ROY, 

NORTH PATEL NAGAR, 

ROAD NO. 4, 


NALAPAAR, 


PATNA- 800 023 (BIHAR) 



8 which Test venue 
* in England is 
traditionally the venue for 
the last match in any Test 
senes played in England? 


I If the New 

A Vf • Zealanders are 
called the All-Blacks what 
IS Argentina s rugby 
team called’’ 

I I Which IS the 
i • smallest 
country ever to win the 
World Cup football? 
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RACKET! 
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technohgy 
advances by 
leaps and 
bounds, 
there is now 
a constant 
change and 
development 
in the tennis 
racquet As 
a result, the 
gameis 
faster, more 
intense and 
points are 
finished in 
a flash. So, 
is racquet , 
development^ 
agoodord’^ 
? 
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T was in the early Seventies that one or 
two manufacturers had tried to make 
steel racquets Among them, the most 
notable was Wilson But the racquet 
they produced was not a great success 
because of the vibration of the guts Among 
the top professionals of the lime, it was only 
Jimmy Connors who took the racquet 
instantly And it was with the Wilson T 2000 
that he has won most of his major 
championship titles 

However, the experiment inspired others to 
search for a material that would offer a perfect 
combination of power lightness and 
durability and in the latter half of the 1970 s 
a strip of fibreglass was inserted between the 
wooden layers of certain racquets This was 
soon overtaken by a modicum of graphite 
which was gradually increased until in 1980 
the firm of Prime revolutionised the entire 
tennis industry with the Pro —^with its 
oversi/e, all-graphite head 

At 115 square-inches as compared with the 
80 square inches to which wooden racquet 
players were so accustomed, the Pro offered 
not only a bigger hitting area, but also much 
greater control and no vibration For the 
ageing player, it was as welcome as an oasis in 
a sandstorm Nowadays, the widest-bodied 
Prince racquet is slightly smaller at a mere 110 
sq ins but Prince still remains the world's No 
1 best seller 

Since those pioneering days the boffins at 
Prince have developed a brilliant theory that 
they believe offers the perfect combination of 
power and control Based on the American 
baseball bat, they call it the Constant Taper 
System, or CTS for short From a slim handle, 
the racquet tapers gradually outwards to a 
wide cross section at the tip, which is thereby 
stiffened, offenng extra power and a 50 per 
cent larger "sweet spot" Engineered with a 
revolutionary new fibre called Liquid Crystal 



PHOTOGRAPHS PROFESSIONAL jPOR I 

Polymer, their latest senes is called the CTS 
Synergy 

The wider the tip, the higher the series 
number All have a shock absorbing 
thermoplastic rubber handle and some enjoy 
the added attraction of a double bridge which 
further minimises vibration—a feature that 
has found favour with Jennifer Capnati 
Amongst current players, Pnnee is also the 
favourite of Gabnela Sabatini, Magdalena 
Maleeva, Mary Joe Fernandez and Lindsay 
Davenport, Arantxa Sanchez Vicano, Kimiko 
Date and Natasha Zvereva Prince's newest 
(and, at £300, most expensive) contribution 
to the game is the Vortex —"a breakthrough 
in racquet technology so dramatic", according 
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to the sales brochure, 'it will change the way 
the game is played Vortex aaually adjusts to 
improve every shot, bringing wide body 
power under control as never before" Not 
only is it made from the same matenal as the 
Stealth bomber, but with its staggered stnngs 
and aerospace design, it almost looks like one 
Who knows, for those lucky enough to be able 
to afford it, it may even perform like one, too 
That being so, Arantxa Sanchez Vicano's 
chances of winning the ladies' singles at 
Wimbledon should be considerably improved 
with a bag full of brand new Vortexes 
Although you cannot be sure of that, smce 
other champions have used other makes and 
have won tournaments. Like Steffi Graf. With 


Sitiff Graf bat, wHh bar 
Ponlop won aiora Grand 
Slam awama in tba last fhm 
vaaia thin any aibar playar 
AMioiioh that doesn't 
nacassarily moan that 
Dunlop is tba bast racquat 
in tba world 


Lindsay Dawanport wba is 
soon bora using a Wilson, 
has now mauad^ovar to 






Prlnet it tha most popular 
racquit among tha alar 
tonnia playora Sabatini. 
Kimiko Data, Mary Joa 
Famandoi art aomo of the 
playora who uao Pnnca 


her Dunlop, she has won more grand slam 
titles in the past five years than anybody else 
Other champions like Monica Seles Martina 
Navratilova Conchita Martinez and Mary 
Pierce have won with their Yonex RQ 380s 
and Chris Evert has won with her Wilsons 

Despite the success she had with today's 
modern racquets Martina Navratilova says 
she would like to see the pros go back to using 
wooden racquets The modern racquets 
have changed the game too much she said 
One example she cited is that the speed at 
which players can hit from the baseline makes 
volleying at the net much more difficult 
Hence the demise of the pure serve and 
volleyer 

It must be stated, not only does the 
Integrated Power Weight System (IPWS) of 
the Yonex produce a greater moment of 


inertia on the frame face to offset torque, 
increase stability and add more power to 
every shot, but the Oval Pressed Shaft (OPS) 
allows the throat area of the shaft to flex on 
impact, thereby increasing the 'dwell time" 
that the ball spends on the stnngs, giving 
additional spin, and the rather square 
Isometric Head shape creates a much larger, 
perfectly centred sweet spot The unique 
Perimeter Weighing System (PWS) developed 
by Wilson on the other hand, "reduces 
racquet twist on off-center hits through 
repositioned weight at each side of the hitting 
area, providing racquet head stability and 
great control" 

If Stefan Edberg, Pete Sampras and Michael 
Stich can achieve the results they have with 
the top-of-the-range Wilson Hammer, how 
can any player at any level of the game 
consider using anything else? Now the two 


22 









States are fhe WilsoSm 
Prince Synetxy 26 03 ^**”®" <5-2 and the 

I^nnay (a hitherto Jhtfe % 

Ptokand black DOTnamM^*®''' 

««ion technologyfs 

yo be abie to playS ,h « S' 50.oo 

Agassi play, 4li ofSii, 

^■ccoinmendaf fnn ^ ^dberg, is 

AridlfPuinJ twre«S/®'®«‘wople. 
•*‘beyareinGei^*’^"'yori«lelnBrt,ai„ 

W. SoXSL? T' 


^;n«Biorktna„, Wayne Ferriera and tfonej 

bard put, to make ud “'’P'^yat is often 

‘0 plump lor?n,e trmh i,™-! k'’ 

top class tennis racqu^li®'! 

Hammer ora Pnnce Vn,, '**'® 'Wilson 
Academy Pro— i, onl v a ® ^onnay 

who plays With it. One^hiS^/* P'*!'" 

tltough: the perennial rlhl? 

Hunlop Maxpiy v^fu ,h ^ ^ ®P‘l>eavy 

wondering wftj, hw “"t* 

pay a visit to the third flnJ! * Improving, 

Wap his (or her) fist round^h^^h’"'"'^*®**"'! 
sotna ‘l>enewracou« ^ bandies of 


©»!»* 

SSSf*® 

£ss»S 5.., 


23 




























VARIETY 


WHArS IT UKE 
TO BE AT 
WIMBLE 0(1 N? 

MOYNA SEN BASU gives afirsUperson account 


HE feeling of climbing into 
the empty galleries of the 
Wimbledon Centre Court 
was a major sense of 
achievement—close to what Neil 
Armstrong might have felt when he 
landed on the moon. The only 
difference being that Armstrong 
couldn't have been bombarded by 
pictures of the moon on magazines 
and television ever since he was a 
toddler. 

He certainly didn't sit on his father's 
lap at the age of 10 and be fed with a 
chronological list of people who 
landed on the moon from the 1950s— 
in my case, it was the list of the 
Wimbledon players And he certainly 
didn't have to fight with his father and 
brothers over TV programmes — 
during Wimbledon, any TV watching 
other than tennis was considered 
sacrilege. Well. 1 had to put up with all 
this over the years So, last year, in my 
first summer in Fngland I realised 1 
couldn't return home without visiting 
the tennis mecca. 

Wimbledon was on its last peg,the 
day of the women's semi-finals; 
Martina was playing Lon McNeil. 
Never mind the fact that the World 
Cup was also on — Britain 
actually threw John Major and Gerry 
Adams to the wind and backed 
Ireland, the closest thing to English 
soil with gusto—Wimbledon, at 
least, was their very own. 

Tickets at the Wimbledon were not 
the eatfest thing to get, although 
24 


reaching it was—the tube, a bus ride 
past Wimbledon Centre Court, one of 
the snazziest departmentals in 
London, and a short walk up a 
picturesque by-lane flanked by 
rose-garden bordered cottages. 

I knew people camped overnight 
for tickets—I certainly wasn't 
prepared for what seemed like an 
endless human chain on Church 
Road. My intention was to get into the 
grounds — Centre Court was out of 
bounds—442 and that too all booked 
although apparently, standing seats 
for Court No. I were available and I 
was keeping my fingers crossed. 

Queuing in Wimbledon is one of the 
best ways of soaking in the 
atmosphere. I mean, no one in his 
proper senses could refuse to step out 
of a Porsche and be ushered in 
through the VIP gates while the 
queuing masses gave you the daggers. 
But unless you have the cheerful 
stewards in blue blazers showering 
you with anecdotes, unless you 
actually squat on the pavements with 
a ribena, crisps and the tennis journal 
on your lap, unless you have the 
Italians, the Spaniards and the 
Barbadians tell you how their sun'n' 
tan countries are way above wet 'n' 
dreary England (if only they had 
Wimbledon too), unless you have 
seedy looking touts trying to palm off 
bargain tickets—you have most 
certainly missed out on half the fun 
that is Wimbledon. 

1 was into the grounds by 11 am. 



and both Court 1 and Centre Court 
games wouldn't start before 2 pm, and 
I had tickets to the former which gave 
me access to all other courts except 
Centre Court 

I had ample time to fool around, 
peep into the Wimbledon tennis 
museum, walk around Aoiangi Park 
with Its magniliceni rose beds, dig into 
a tub of strawberry and cream 
(exorbitantly priced), but before all 
that I decided to get into trouble with 
the ofhcials 

My aunt was supposed to join me 
there from her oilice and 1 felt 1 must 
gel her a ticket 1 asked her to wait for 
me outside the gates The Wimbledon 


rule is tickets have to be bought 
personally and I wanted to bypass 
that, lest they close gates before my 
aunt arrived 

1 apprised anuniformed official of my 
predicament, and he promptly 
suggested that I get out buy the ticket 
and come in again 1 did that, and duly 
handed over the ticket to my aunt 
outside the gates When I reentered I 
had the invisible stamp on my hand, 

(a mark not visible to the naked eye 
but which gets activated under a 
infra-red light), which they pul 
everytime ycm go out but my aunt did 
not and they thought she had bought 
it illegally 

cm OMSPIRT 


1 was about to think up a cock and 
bull story, changed my mind at the last 
moment, looked straight into the 
blue-eyed man's face and blamed it all 
on a certain uniformed official who 
bade me do this Otherwise, how 
could I, a novice, think ot such a 
devious plan'^ 

Never again was the warning I 
nodded my head with all the vigour I 
could muster up, and wc sallied 
through the bevy cM officials 
confioniingus 

Tennis lime and we found ourselves 
in Iront of Centre Court entrance, 
where Goran Ivanisevic, conscious of 
his good looks kept running his hands 
through his hair Arantxa Sanchez 
came out looking grim, getting ready 
foi the doubles finals at Court No 1, 
and John Lloyd in a canary T-shirt 
walked up and down Lventually 
someone did ask for his autograph 

I was interested only in Martina, 
and since Centre Court was out for 
me, 1 thought even a glimpse would 
suffice It was 1 45 pm, and the 
doorman with the wireless informed 
that she was on her way I was 
rewarded in five minutes She stepped 
out of the car in a grey T-shirt, and 
black trousers, smiled and waved and 
was inside in a jiffy 1 was confident 
she would win that day She did 

Court No 1 IS interesting in the 
sense it is right next to Centre Court, 
so one gets the whiff of the excitement 
next door as well And the women's 
doubles final between Gigi 
Fcrnandez/Natalia Zsereva and Jana 
Novotna/Aiantxa Sanchez was fun 
despite being on the top of the gallery 
with an aerial view 

One of the high 'atmospheric' spots 
of the place is the coffee 
shop-cum-bar, which has the names 
of all the top seeds incnbed on top in 
gold, and its amazing how the place is 
full even when important matches are 
on Talk about being seen m the right 
places 

The giant screen past the food stalls 
flashed Martina on a winning streak, 
and I felt high as we stepped out — 
there certainly was magic in the air at 
London SW 19» • 
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S POTLIGHT 


BY ROBIN CHATTERJEE, 
WIMBLEDON 


AS anybody seen Jim 
Courier lately*^ 

** How does one describe a 

^ young, fit, talented dude 
from sleepy Dade City, who bashed 
his way around with a tennis racket 
from the time he was relatively 
anonymous, till the time that he 
became so famous that he wanted to 
be anonymous'^ 

Descriptions descriptions Let's 
settle for a guy, with a white Nike cap 
lodged firmly over a crop of orange 
hair The sort of face that would make 
a baby turn green with envy and a 
gruelling work ethic that would 
prompt a labourer to opt for 
premature retirement 

How about a picture for 
identification'^ Sorry folks, out of 
stock There were pictures of Jim 
Courier till about the time he dropped 
out of superstardom into relative 
anonymity So forget about a picture, 
we're just about having a tough time 
gathering updated information on the 
guy The only thing we know is that 
he's compensated his flawless 
forehand for near perfect French 
Today, Jim Courier speakes a different 
language, but it is one which his critics 
obviously don t understand 

There is, of course, another thing 
that is difficult to understand How on 
earth can a guy who so dominated 
world tennis and who was No 1 in 
1992, surrender his ranking in 1993, 
not win any singles title in 1994, and 
begin 1995 with a world ranking of 
No. 13 There's worse. In a very 
insignificant son of way. Courier has 
won three titles this year but has 
barely managed to initiate even a 
ripple of interest amongst his critics 

Obviously dismayed by Courier's 
approach to his chosen sport and the 
lack of apathy with which he has 
portrayed himself lately. TV 
commentators had learnt to indentify 
C^urierasthus "The man who 
26 
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disappeared " And it's funny how 
Courier a guy with over $8 million in 
pnzc money to his name, thanks 
mainly to the five grand slams that he 
won reacted 

He threw tantrums, he snarled he 
stomped, he got warned he got fined, 
he read gay novels on court he got 
depressed And with that he lost the 
edge And in a strange sort of way 
Courier started slipping into the 
depths of oblivion The Terminator 
had been terminated 

Word had gotten out on the circuit 
that if a poor soul by some quirk of 
fate did have to face Jim Courier in a 
first round match he need not worry 
anymore The chances of getting 
through the ordeal were more than 
just promising 

Finally there was hope for the 
hopeless And as for Courier's peers 
they Sat down like philosophers and 
propagated a number of theories 
about his current lack of tennis 
perspective Some of them even came 
up with a couple of highly pertinent 
theories 

Given the pattern of play that 
Courier adopts it was suggested that 
he had lost the focus that helped him 
soar to great heights in 1993 He had 
also lost patience and this was evident 
by the way he was no longer willing to 
stay back and build up a base on each 
point before he brutally snatched it 
away from an opponent There were 
times when giving in to the dictates of 
his fluctuating confidence levels, he 
became too eager He would hit too 
easily or hit too late depending on the 
situation and he would miss Not that 
he missed that much But the fact 
remainsthat in 1993 Courier did not 
miss at all 

Irrespective of the low margin of 
errors that Conner was prone to, they 
were personally big enough for him to 
put a kink in his confidence, a dent in 
his reputation and an unwelcome 
extra number in his rankmgs 
Anonymity at that point of time 
seemed like a safe option 


Couriar's rankim may hava alippad but hit 
laval af maturity hat gana up 
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Toilay. Courier's gamo it the same but he does 
not intimidate his oppenents like before 


Recent reports, however, tell us 
that a sighting has been made. Courier 
is very much around—even though 
his ranking does not make a similar 
statement—and looking very much 
the same. The white cap is siilf 
perched in an audacious sort of way, 
the black Nike logo preparing a picture 
of stark contrast. He still tugs at his 
racket strings as though he were 
trying out a couple of licks on his 
favourite toy, the Fender Stratocaster 
guitar. And early this year, he won the 
NSW Open, reached the quarter finals 
of the Australian Open, captured two 
titles by mid-March, and led the U.S. 
Davis Cup squad toyictory over 
France. Hang on there, folks! There 
has been more to Courier this year 
than tennis. There has been a slight 
rise in his level of maturity. 

"I'm a young person." Courier 
explained "And I've had a lot of 
growing up to do. Last year. I had to 
make the transition from being a 
young tennis player to a young man 
who's master of his own domain. It's a 
difficult undertaking. Believe it or not, 
1994 was a pretty good year for me in 
all the ways that really count." 

This quote coming as it does from a 
25-year-old. puts into perspective the 
tennis pro and the individual. Last 
year may not have been great for 
Courier in terms of tennis, but at least 
he was a happy, secure individual. 

And he backed it up by doing the dirty 
dishes and the laundry, and even 
moved away from his family home in 
Dade City to restless Miami. 

"All in all, there wasn't anything 
very exotic about it," Courier offered. 
"I took a lot of pleasure out of 
everyday normality and thought 
about other things. Hqyvever, I was a 
little stressed out about my rankings 
or the state of my game. But at times It 
was tough. 1 was a little mentally tired 
from playing as much and as well as I 
did in 1993, and some of my 
experiences cm court were frustrating. 
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I played to win, but 1 didn't And that 
created problems " 

There were times in 1994 when the 
hardened tennis pro took precedence 
over the individual He wanted to 
undergo a process of change, so he 
started asking himself questions The 
answers, more often than not, were 
too tennis related and had no bearing 
on his personality 

As Courier explained "Sometimes 
having been No 1 becomes a ball and 
chain that you end up dragging 
around forever I can now handle 
that, because Tm conscious and 
thankful about all the good things that 
have come with my success 

Perhaps Couner's new found 
introspective nature, coupled with 
the fact that he is after ail mortal, is 
helping him to move on m life He is 
content with how he is playing, as also 
with the faa that his sponsors, Nike 
today opt for Pete and Andre while 
filming commercials Things have 
finally begun to make sense to him 
But does Courier make sense to the 
others^ 

"A lot of people don't understand 
who I am, "he explained "And I 
haven't been dying to tell them I 
know I ve been defensive with the 
press. I've thrown up that curtain 
when I needed to But then the press 
run out of the obvious things, they try 
to find other angles And there are a 
lot of angles I'm reluctant to get into 
I'm as much of a question mark to 
myself as I am to anyone else, and 
that's probably how it should be when 
you're young " 

Conner's words indicate the fact 
that he has matured And that alone 
stands out, over and above all his 
drawbacks He admits that the rest are 
catchmgupwithhim But his 
advantage lies in the fact that he has 
been to the top once, and if he sets out 
towards it once again, he is sure he 
will not lose his way • 
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UPTO 

DATE 

On Kimiko Date and Naoko Sawamatsu He the 
onus to take Japanese tennis to the higher 
echelons of the sport 


W HILE Japan is still 

recuperating from the 
aftermath of the Great 
Hanshin Earthquake 
which rocked Kobe and five 
neighbouring dties on January 17. 
one hurt the Japanese are really ha^iipy 
about is the way their women tennis 
players are faring on the WTA Tour. 
Led by Kimiko Date, there were seven 
players ranked in the top 100, at the 
end of last year. Interestingly, only 
two nations were more visible in the 
top niches of women's teimis—the 
USA with 23 players, and Germany 
with 13. 

Kimiko Date at 163 centimetres 
(S''4'') and 53 kgs. and her slight build 
epitomises the Asian woman 
compared to her European 
. counterparts. But she with her 
compact swing combats the power of 
her more aggressive counterparts. 

Date hits the ball on the rise, has a big 
service return and with a Seles-like 
style she rushes her opponents and 
f|pree$ them to do things they don't 
^ant to do. Her's is a style where 
rl^ythmandtlmlhs^coinpei&atefor ] 
, pqwer. 

- , The 24-year-old Date's strength lies 
. in l^r (pental toughness, a trait that 
t fhi^,i[n abundance ampi^ the 

Japanji^^ Byeh s^as'Jipein is' 


.y-i'- 



confident that the earthquake 
notwithstanding they will regain their 
losses one day. Date has set her sights 
on the top slot of women's tennis. 

Way back in 1992 when Date was 
ranked No. 20 in the world, she faced 
Steffi Graf in the final of the Llpton 
Championships. Graf who was seeded 
No. 1 at the tournament, had a height 
advantage of 5 inches over Date and 
because of her taut physical struaure 
towered over the latter. But, the 
determined Japanese girl was not 
overawed, she had the perfect 
antidote to Graf's strengths-~her 
serve and her forehand. Though Date 
lost the match to Graf, she took the 
match to three sets and during the 
game showed her knack of placing 
returns just out of her opponent's 
reach. After the match Graf taking 
stock of her compatriot's game, 
commented, "Kimiko will surely 
become one of the world's top 10 
players." 

Date has fulfilled that prophecy and 
that too lit style: dte broke into the 
women'sTcp 10 in '94 after winning 
.the New: South Wales Open and then 
made it to the Australian Open 
. send-finals. She also became a 
quartnrflhalist lit the '93 US Open 
defeating Anke. Huber and Jana 
Novotna en route, becoming <Hily the 
second Jsqpanese Wtmian to advance 
that farih a Grand Slam toumanient. 

.'TStisyeafl^e'w^tl^th^ 


where her Juggernaut was halted by 
her countrywoman Naoko 
Sawamatsu. 

At Paris, during the French Open 
she again reached the semi-finals 
where she was defeated by the 
ultimate winner, Steffi Graf. The only 
weapon that Date lacks in her game is 
that she does not possess one real 
winning stroke but only experience 
against the top players can set this 
right. 

Naoko Sawamatsu is another tennis 
prodigy from Japan who has risen to 
great heights. Generally regarded to 
be mentally tougher than Date, it was 
this trait of hers that manifested itself 
during this year's Australian Open. 
While competing in Melbourne, 
Sawamatsu received news that her 
family home at Kobe had been 
destroyed in the earthquake. 
Undaunted, she progressed to the 
quarter finals eliminating Date for the 
first time in her career. 

Though, Sawamatsu had burst into 
the world stage before Date, she 
stagnated around the 25th place in the 
rankings for the past five years. The 
basic reason behind this was her 
atrocious net play which she considers 
to be the main chink in her armour. 
Realising this for the past two years, 
she has hired the services of Ricky 
Brown, a former U.S. Junior 
champion, and both are 
concentrating on changing 
Sawamatsu's style of focussing on 
ground strokes. What they are aiming 
for is to make her an aggressive 
all-round player who does not place 
too much emphasb on one particular 
stroke. She has decided to fine tune 
her game and in the event of her 
becoming successful, this 22-year-old 
will be keefHng Date company, 
somewhere at the top of the women's 
rankings. 

True grit is one trait the Japanese 
posxss in abundance, and these two 
daui^ters from the bind of the Rising 
Sun are not lacking in that quality. 
However, good tennis is the operative 
word here and success is gauged by 
progression up the rankings. Can Date 
and Sawamatsu go the extra distance? 

WWiam Rhodes. 
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"I think lama betmrpiayernow than 
in '89 Those two weeks were Just too* 
exceptional for OK. / was in very good 
physical condition and the strong 
idiots that I had just came out the best 
way Everythingjust worked out 
perfectly those two weeks. But 
hardcourt is deSmtety my best 
surface." 

MKhael Chang on winning the 
tonchopenin 198dandlfhc)sa 
l^ter clay or hardcoun player 


'T think the Gtkmms are not happy to 
piay usonday. “fheyivotifitgoto 
Siberia If they eonklfdaytts^0kakf 
—Alexander Volko^ on ^ 

upcoming Davis Ct^nnatdiyto 
Crermany. 

"OnetUof^ofimii whbntyOifat 
mmieymrauA^talxnnFtipwtth ^ 
somdiOdydie.JtJmaiiAMadS ^ ' 
oriipn, and iaacoipf^a^rSmoftay -, 
patem'hanmtck^p^m^'] 

I ^ J t a r 


MSO^yani ^ 

K X. tbatyMXpn^aiiybA 
the delklof 1 

thene^iOundof’iIttad^fti^hOt { 
ther<salw«ysniext year* 
Uhdl,}5,aini0dticedhi$" , 
tedxedmittQmtheAif 
December and played last evtmt at 

thel994D, $. Open, where he retired 
with a bad bade, a mobtem that 
tdtbnately forced him out of the game. 


*-MbB Vid Wasbirgton at the 
IBM/ATP Tour stop hi Dusseldorf, 

I N an effort to get more young 
people involved in tennis, the logo 
of the Interaadonali di Tmmls in 
Bologna depicted a teimis player on 
his knees in celebiatlon of victory 
with a caption reachttg. "Very dmply 
without drugs." 

Aj^ioximamly 40 focal dlildr^ 
were guests oltlmtoumiflMint 
oiganlserseadiday, <' 

!•* 

'»M » 

'7fdayediad0of^al0t«d(te t ^ 
bt^hudr^edihsiyeiaftolii^i^^ ' *, 
sar^andvt^eygatne>‘niatlstbik / r‘' 
r^s(mv'fiythaailtthbUotmY..(., 

^ ^yeomipamfoea vtbha. Auyifow^. x 
^ tm0pdJiagmyAy&ma$dn.^ > I, 

^jnwWfi^p 'm ■ 





WEU DONE, PAAJU 



JD 






M«0t Uni only Inilian who constantly qualifios for Wtanblodon. Our vory own Punjab da pofiarhas boon a 
constant at tta Mampionshipi and wa prosont through those illustrations a brief capsule of his career. 

Pleturo on top shows a flttar foa/f, circa 1988. while bonding down for a line call, while the one below 
in 1999. portrays him a IHOa older out novortholoss, always alert. Which is why he has had a great run at 

WbnUadon, ovary year. This should make our das/tonnis players go green with envy 
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FOCUS 


BYWILLI/\M RHODES 


This IS what happened to Ana 
Qiiirot on 22nd January, 1993 
A t night, she had gone to the 
kitchen to light her kerosene 
cooker In Cuba, because of 
shortages oi bleach and soap, 
many Cubans wash their clothes 
on the sto\e by mixing alcohol 
and water 

Ana Oiurot was planning to do 
the same But when she poured 
the alcohol she did not know 
that the stove Wtis on The flames 
leapt up and singed her sweater 
She tried desperately to take it off 
hut It was much too late 

She was rushed to Hermanns 
Ameijeiras Hospital and the 
initialprognos i s was that she 
could not survive One nurse 
who had w orked with burn 
\ 1 C tims for over 14 years said that 
she was going to die But after a 
few hours Quirot drifted back 
into consciousness She could not 
move her body was in a state of 
shoe k And the more terrible 
truth was that Ana Quirot was a 
tew months pregnant She would 
not known then but within ten 
days, the baby would also be dead 

A na QUIROT She was 
Cuba s bnghiest talent 
after Alberto 
Juantorena and Javier 
Soiomayer She was the world's 
number one runner in the 400 
and the 800m In the track season 
of 89 she compiled a streak of 
winning ^9 races in a row In that 
year she was also named the 
Athlete of the Year by the lAAF 
In the summer of 91 Quirot 
broke the Pan American records 
in the 400 and 800m and what 
better place to do it than in 
Havana and in front of President 

Ana Quirot acknowlodging tho choom of 
tho crowd aflor hor 800m victory in tho 
Goodwill Gamos in Moscow in 1090. 
Cuba's bnahtost tolont had hor caroor 
domilod by that torriblo accidont but hor 
porsovomneo onablod hor to sprino back 
oocoofloin Andhorainrtodowollin 
Atlantn noxtyoor 
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A FIERY 
ESCAPE 

Cuba's greatest female track star, 

ANA QUIROT, has returned to the track 
after a near~fatal burning 


Fidel Castro. In 1092 , she won a 
bronze in the 800m at the 
Barcelona Olympics, and 
astonishingly, she ran while a 
few weeks pregnant. She was 
without doubt, her country's 
answer to Florence Griffith 
Joyner She was explosive on the 
track, those sexy, muscular legs 
eating up the yards on her lane, 
the mouth drawn back in a snarl, 
the braids flowing about her in 
carefree abandon. She was 
exceptionally attraaive and a 
potent sex symbol in Cuba. And 
she had Fidel Castro as one of her 
friends. 

That was because they came 
from the same town of Onenie 
And her mother had named her 
after the President: Ana Fidelia. 
She had met Castro in '82 and 
they had struck up a rapport 
immediately. And even though 
her career suffered immensely 
when Cuba boycotted the '84 and 
'88 Olympics, she did not mind. 
"The nicest thing he ever did for 
me?" she asked in answer to a 
reporter's question, "he made 
the revolution." 


PERSONAL UFE 

Ana Quirot was regarded as a flirt 


by most people who had met her. 
Reporters who went to interview 
her returned convinced that she 
was trying to flirt with them 
When asked about this, she 
laughed away the allegations. 
Then after her eight year 
marriage to former world 
champion Raul Cascaret broke 
up, she started an affair with 
Cuba's world record high 
jumper, Javier Sotomayer. 
Sotomayer was already married, 
but that did not prevent her from 
having an affair with him. Soon, 
Ana became pregnant The 
scandal shocked Cuba and after 
the burning accident, the rumour 
mills worked overtime. 

According to one story, the 
accident was actually a suicide 
attempt. Quirot had wanted to 
name the child after Sotomayer, 
but the latter had refused and 
broken off the affair. In response, 
a distraught Quirot had tned to 
bum herself. 

When Quirot was told about 
these rumours, she just shrugged 
her shoulders and said, "I've 
heard lots of versions. When you 
are famous, people are always 
speculating—and never in your 
favour. Sometimes it's good to be 
famous.... but sometimes, it's 
bad." 

The fact of the matter was this: 


Sotomayer was indeed the father 
of her lost baby. But there had 
been no quarrel between them. 
"My relations with my lover 
were very good." And after the 
acadent, Sotomayer helped her 
in the first few days in the 
hospital. "He was always by my 
side. At a certain point we talked. 
I decided to break it off. It's hard 
to have a relationship when 
you re in a hospital. I decided that 
he should have his own life For 
his own good — so that it 
wouldn't interfere with his 
training" He agreed and left 


HER RECOVERY 

The first lime Quiiot saw herself 
in the mirror after the accident, 
she got a shock "I wasn't going to 
run anymore I wanted to, but I 
looked horrible", she said She 
could not close her hands; she 
couldn't raise her arms enough to 
comb her hair She was 29 years 
old, but the doctors said that she 



could recover. 

The greatest plus poirtt in her 
favour was that her strong, 
muscular legs, her biggest assets, 
had been untouched by the fire. 
But still, whenever she looked at 
herself in the mirror, tears used to 
roll down her face. 

Three weeks went by in this 
dull, mindless stupor. A team of 
doaors led by Pedro Perez 
Duenas, a former world record 
holder in the triple jump, treated 
her with synthetic human skin 


journalists, ''I'm overweight by 
seven kilos 


Aftt I a month Quiroi wasdoint; 
iighi caidiovasciiicir work By the 
second month sh< was 
stretching and going foi sprints 
up and down the hospital stairs 
And within three months slu 
was rc'leastd 

As her coa^h L eanilo I < i\il 
said He I wilP lhai swfiat 
sc'parales lu i lioni tiu ri si 
Added Clara Vi Ii/ r^iiiioi s 
nuisc I didri I ihmk she dcvti 
h( able to I tin again But onee slu 
began to train I realised lhal she 
would siieeeed be cause she had 
the desire She is strong Being an 
athl( le IS w hat save d lu r 
luantorena one ol ( uha s 
grt ate St athle tes sard She san 
e vampit lor eve ivbody 
Someone who lights a great 
illness \ woman who must 
ove Kome worry and tin way 
that she l<u>ks and she has 
overcome that Ii sabe^aulilul 


THE COIWEBACK 

About lour months after the 
a< eideni alle r the sun had set 
she ue nt to Havana s luan 
Abrantc's Stadium She could not 
run in day time as her he'aling 
skin ru eded to avoid sunlight So 
ai about 8 p m she look olf her 
tiaek suit and ran live laps around 
the track m a time ol 8 min and 40 
sees It wasencotiragmgstuff 
allhough she told waiting 


In November, Quirot ran her 
first race at the Central American 
and Caribbean Games in Ponce, 
Puerto Rico And astonishingly, 
Quiroi finished second in the 800 
with a time of 2 05 22 But that 
did not matter She was back on 
the international athletics circuit 
When she returned home, Fidel 
Castro called her second place 
finish,' one of the most 
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impressive things we've seen in 
our lives. She won a silver medal 
and the gold medal for bravery." 

Quirot also confirmed that it 
was her greatest race: "I couldn't 
tilt my head to the side or up. I 
looked like a robot! But a lot of 
people didn't expea me to run 

Javif r Sotomaysr: worid record 
holder io tho hiqli jump had an intanaa lova 
affair with Ana Quirot Quirot hacama 
pragnant hut tho haby diad in tha fira. 
(Rightl Ana Quirot*a pricaloaa asaats, har 
muacular laga. had oaan untouchad by tha 
fira 



A', I : 


again, let alone, win a medal. I 
showed the world that 
handicapped people can do 
things that seem impossible." 


THE FUTURE 

Quirot wants to take part in one 
more Olympics, the one at 
Atlanta next year. She wants to 
take part in the 800m and the 
1500m races. "If I could reach the 
final, that would be too much," 
she says with a smile. She is at 
present running 2.05 in the 800m 
but she needs to cut down to 


reach 1:57, if she has to have a 
realistic chance to do well. 

But Ana Quirot is a force to 
reckon with. Her will power, 
tempered by that burning 
accident, has become shari)er and 
indomitable. So it will come as no 
surprise, if next year at the 
Atlanta Olympics, this woman 
does come in the top three. 
Because although the cliche is 
old, stale and boring, it is tellingly 
true: where's there a will, there's 
a way. 

And for Ana Quirot, with so 
much will, is there any doubt that 
she is going to find her way? # 













I 



1 . • . '^ 



We present some 
asides from the 
world of cricket 

ARRhN GOUGH, 

England's leading 
vdcket taker (20) in the 
winter s Ashes senes despite 
missing the last two Tests, 
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has won the 1994-95 
Cornhill Insurance England 
Player of the Year award He 
received a silver trophy and 
a cheque for £7500 at a 
lunch at London's Cafe 
Royal on Apnl 12 

ATCH fees for England 
f players this season 
have increased by £300 to a 


basic £2700 per Test, with 
the captain receiving £3250 
(there are additional 
increments for the more 
expenenced players). Each 
Test victory this summer will 
be worth £15,000 to the 
wmmng side, with each 
Man of the Match taking 
home £1000. Overall, 
Comhill's sponsorship this 
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season amoums to 
£2 million. This sununer'S 
Old Trafford (fourth) Test 
will be the 100th played 
under the ComhiU banner 

K erry PACKER'S 
Channel 9 network has 
bought the Australian 
television rights for the 1996 
World Cup. 


OLLOWlNGthe 
withdrawal of Pakistani 
Waqar Younis with a back 
injury, Surrey signed 
Queensland fast bowler Carl 
Rackemann as their 
overseas player for 1995 
Rackemann, 35 on June 3 
has taken 39 wickets (29 15) 
in his 12 Tests, the last of 
them in 1990-91 (although 
he recently joined the 
Australian team in the West 
Indies as a replacement for 
the injured Craig 
McDermott) Rackemann 
had to delay his arrival m 
England because of a 
previously-arranged 



The Ovai IS ont of the most 
picturasque stndiurns in the world, 
nnd it comes »s no surprise th»l it is n 
silt hnven tor pigeons too' 


I N a bid to cut down the 
numbers of pigeons at The 
Oval, Surrey have 

implemented a form of 
'uiban bird control', which 
will mvolve trained hawks 

flying around the ground on 
each matchday mommg to 

scare the pigeons away from 
the area. 



testimonial match in 
Brisbane in late May. Yonnis 
hopes tt) return to the 
county in 1997, after 
Pakistan's tour of England 
next year. 

NGLAND's match 

against New Zealand in 
the 1996 World Cup will 
now be played in India, 
rather than Sri Lanka, as will 
New Zealand's encounter 
with Holland. Precise 
venues for all the matches 
are available. 

. AKISTAN's cricket 
authority, formerly 
known as the Board of 
Control for Cricket in 
Pakistan (BCCP), has been 
renamed the Pakistan 
Cricket Board (PCB). It has a 
new constitution, and its 
principal officers are Syed 
Zulfiqar Ali Shah Bukhari 
(chairman), Arif Ali Khan 
Abbasi (chief executive) and 
Salman Taseer (treasurer). 
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^ ORMER England team 
manager Keith Fletcher 
has rejoined his old county, 
Essex, in the new post of 
'cricket consultant', which 
will involve working with 
the club's coaches at all 
levels. Fletcher, 51 on May 
20, captained Essex from 
1974-85 (and in 1988), 
winning all four domestic 
trophies during that time. 
He was sacked from the 
England job after the 
unsuccessful Ashes tour, 
midway through a five-year 
contract. 

. ATMAKERS 
I Gray-Nicolls recently 
received a letter from Prime 
Minister John Major and a 
certificate to mark their 100 
years of incorporation. The 
company was founded by 
Yorkshireman W.J. Bates on 
March 5, 1895: it was 
renamed Gray-Nicolls in 
1940, when Grays of 


Cambridge acquired the L.J. 
Nicolls factory in 
Robertsbridge, Sussex. 

; > ILL WYMAN, the 

> ? former Rolling Stones 
bass guitarist, performed a 
hat-trick with his 
high-tossed legspinners at 
The Oval on May 6 in the 
cricket match staged as part 
of the VE Day 
50th-anniversary 
celebrations. Playing for 
David English's Bunburys 
XI, Wyman had Gary 
Lineker, Trevor McDonald 
and Charles Colvile all 
caught, and took the Man of 
the Match award despite 
Neil Foster's 75 and five 
wickets for the Imperial War 
Museum Invitation XL Field 
Marshal Lord Bramall, Denis 
Compton and Keith Miller 
were among the 2500 
spectators at the match, 
which was televised live by 
Sky. • 

WISOEN CmCKET monthly 








BPL 
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all rounder 

llie BPL TnT con ^ and tvm aroiind, 
fe suit your angle of view 

Sachin Tendulkar and Mark Waugh would surely appreciate the all-round capabilities 
of the BPL im ‘n* Turn (TnT). 

It can tilt up or down. And it can turn left or right through a full 360 degrees. (Now, that’s 
more than any other portable can offer!). What’s more, it’s your very own personal TV, 
so you can not only watch at any angle from your sofa or your bed - you can also avoid 
family arguments about what programme to watch. 

In addition, the BPL TnT 14 comes with top-of-the-line features that are missing in 
most portables: On-Screen Display. Auto Tuning. 48 Programmes. AV Terminals. 
Infra-red Remote Control. Telescopic Antenna... 

No wonder the Germans and the British consider the BPL 14 truly 'world-class’. (It has 
been awarded the German BZT Certificate and the British Test House Certificate, and 
the British magazine 'What Video’ gave it the 'Best TV' Award!). BPL has exported 
over a lakh of Colour TVs to Germany and the U.K.. making it the largest Colour TV 
exporter in India. 

Now, how about a quick run to your nearest BPL dealer, to check out the exciting 
BPL 14 Series? 



BPL 14 


The International Sensation 


Cinlivl II11I11II119 Organiaallofi : BPL Towwb, No. 13, Kaatuiba Road, Bangalore 560001. Ph: 2274990/1/2/3/4. Forfutiher details contact your neareat BPL Dealer. 
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PROFILE 


J J not a sob story 

^ ^ \ because I've played 

I more international 
^JL^cncket than a lot of 
people But they say that good fighters 
can get off the canvas and come back 
I've been hit in the solar plexus Let s 
see if I am a good fighter or a loser " 
These were the words of a talented but 
frustrated English cricketer by the 
name of Robin Smith, who was 
languishing in ignominy 
Having been dropped before the 
Test scries agaiilst South Africa last 
summer this naturally talented, 
hardworking batsman went through a 
dark, hellish and an uncertain phase 
in his life A phase, that he would 
never like to recreate again Robin 
Smith knew full> well that he was not 
the first, nor would he be the last 
English batsman to be summarily 
dismissed He had always emphasised 
time and time again, that he vvas not 
looking for sympathy But, what he 
and a host of others could'not fathom 
was the real reason behind his 
expulsion from the team 
The official reason flouted by Ray 
Illingwonh and his Board of selectors 
was that Robin Smith s technique was 
suspect to spin bowling-Hin fact, he 
was exposed by Shane Warne during 
the Ashes senes, last year 
Accompanying this, was also a rcpon 
from the then English manager, Keith 
Fletcher who said that Smith's cncket 
was taking second place to his 
business endeavours 

Robin Smith cnmo bock into tho England squad 
aftor a yaar, butfailad to imprass in his fust 
outing against tha Wast Indians 





WAITING GA 




English cricket is so desperate to change the reversal of their 
cricketing fortunes that they even recalled ROBIN SMITH 
topldyforthem 
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Smith in the months to follow 
vehemently spoke against Fletcher s 
accusations I am my own strongest 
critic and my family would never let 
me gel away with that If Fleich felt 
that I wasn t concentrating on my 
cncket he should have spoken to me 
privately not told the world s press 
about It Smith said 

At the core of the controversy were 
the two businesses that Smith 
controls one a company 
manufacturing cricket helmets and 
the other a travel company called 
Judge Tours which was opened last 
year Down the road though Smith is 
actually happy that the business had 
seen him through the twelve months 
when he was not allowed to don the 
England cap 

Smith reiterated by saying I 
would have been a total wreck 
otherwise I would not have had any 


income in winter It s all well when 
you re playing for England You have 
a good lifestyle a nice house dnve 
nice cars Then all of a sudden you're 
out what do you do*^ Go on the dole*^ 
It s a very unsettling career 
It was the suddenness of his 
exclusion coupled with the fact that 
the Board of Selectors had received a 
total face lift that slowly began to 
erode his c onfidence and psyche Said 
Smith of those uncertain limes At 
Lord s last summer it was a new 
regime in power and 1 was really 
nervous and fidgety because I knew 
Illy (Ray Illingworth) had backed up 
those comments on my business 
interests I did not feel at all confident 
about my place in the side and so 
bang bang 1 played like a complete 

The trauma of being left out in the oblivion has 
taken ita toll on Smith's psyche 


beginner " 

To add to his woes were the reams 
of newsprint that were spent on 
highlighting his inaptitude in playing 
against spin Almost a veteran m the 
English side, this 31 -year-old 
cricketer had received a fair share of 
cnticism during his career, but what 
he was not prepared for was this 
barrage of vitnol that spewgd forth 
from everywhere 

Never before had Smith been the 
recipient of such harsh cntiasms, 
even though he tried very hard not to 
believe and yet the seeds of doubt 
that had been sown in his heart 
started taking root I'm not a 
naturally arrogant person and 
criticisms get to me, more than they 
might someone else I know, I should 
be strong enough not to be affected by 
them, but when you read somethmg 
over and over again, and when even 



PROFILE 



in benefit matches people are 
shouting Hey 1II get Smithy I can 
bowl Icggies It does get to you ' 
claimed Smith 

The first ray of hope for Smith came 
when David Graveney the 
newly-elected England selector 
dropped in to see him play for 
Hampshire at Southampton earlier 
this year It was the first sign of hope 
that Robin Smith was not a totally 
forgotten name and that it had 
remained on Illingworth s files And 
though the message was not too 
productive. Smith appreciated the 
thought spared for him by the Board 

"For the first time in my career, 
there was a little communication He 
(Graveney) said there were a few 
others in front of me, but he told me to 
keep working hard and keep scoring 
runs It wasn't really what I wanted to 
hear, but at least someone was telling 
me what's going on," Smith told the 
press after the incident 

Though the selector's visit was a 
sign m the right direaion for Smith, 
the faa remains that there was no 


Smith fays that ha la not a naturally aggressiva 

K iraon andthatiswhatandaarshimsalftohis 
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follow-up and it did nothing to boost 
his already sagging morale At limes 
when the uncertainty haunted him 
he senously toyed with thoughts of 
finally calling it a day He had no 
intentions of prolonging his and his 
family s mental agony for too long 

He realised that he should set a time 
limit for this period of waiting and 
that was preasely what he did I 
would give myself 18 months lo get 
back into the England side But if I 
have produced the goods worked 
hard and still not got back then 111 
know that I really don t fit and 111 look 
for something else to do 111 retire or 
whatever,' said Smith 

Smith had set for himself six more 
months before taking a final decision, 
but surprisingly he was recalled for 
the first Test against the visiting West 
Indians The selectors had after all got 
the message and also realised that a 
batsman of Smith's calibre and 


experience would be an asset for the 
team Specially against the West 
Indians who after the senes debacle 
against Australia were a wounded lot 
and who would go to any extremes to 
retrieve then lost honour 

Fve n more interesting was the fact 
that he was slated to open the innings 
with skipper Atherton Though he did 
not score loo impressis ely in the first 
Test at Headinglcy (notching scores of 
16 and six respeclively) hecouldbe 
lorgiven the blemish for he was out of 
international cricket tor nearly a year 
But if he IS to retain his place in the 
playing XI Smith should come up 
with some impressive shorts before he 
gets the cold shoulder once agam 
Robin Smith in the past year has 
shown us the abundant tenacity that 
he possesses He has proved to one 
and all the age old saying— A winner 
never quits and a quitter never wins 
He now has to prove that come 
what may he will play anchorman in 
England s dwindling cricketing 
fortunes 

William Rhodes 
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iCl A I L B A G 


Ahead Of 

His Time 

T hanks a lot for the interview 
with Sachin Tendulkar 
(Sponsworld May 24th) He has 
emerged as the saviour of Indian 
cricket His marriage to Anjali 
Mehta has proved once more that 
he is clearly well ahead of his 
time He has achieved most of the 
things in life quite early—as 
compared to others—and so has 
he in his marriage 
It has been the most publicised 
marriage in recent years but I do 
hope that he continues to play his 
cricket with 'clinical efficiency ' 
RAJEEV MOHAN 
Pune 

Impressive 

I T was impressive to read 
M A K Pataudi's article on 
Sachin Tendulkar, (Sportsworld, 
May 10th issue) He has very 
rightly pointed out that our 
Sachin is much more talented 
than Lara, and given the fact that 
Lara doesn't have to face the 
Caribbean pace battery, Sachin's 
stature grows even higher 
Lara's only silver lining over 
Sachin is his knock of 375 and 
once our 'wonderboy' does 
achieve that heroic mark, the 
world would be at his fee i 
PRABALGUHA 
Jamshecipur 


Don't Write Off 
Imran I 

D ON'T write off Imran from 
politics just because he 
married a Jew He will come back 
with a bang After all, it is no easy 
task for having successfully 
converted a Jew to Islam So, just 
like he has staged several 
comebacks in cricket, 1 am sure 
he will do the same in poUtics 

PRABHAMITRA, 

Hydarab 1 


CARTOON BY ARTHUR CARDOZO 



Enviable 

T he statistics at a glance, 
(Sportsworld, 26th April) 
revealed India's enviable record 
Out of nine one day tied matches 
India figured in two of them 
India tied the match against 
Zimbabwe in the Hero Cup and 
against the West Indies in the 
Triangular series 

C K SUBRAMANIAM 
Coimbatore 


India-WorM 

ChampionsI 


'^OUR statistical analy^ 

X (Spo/tsHorht lOtbMayjv^ 
bring some $(^ce to die-hard 
cricket lovers of our country, but 
for how long wiU we cmtsole 
ourselves by taking the he4^ of 
some (fistonedsuttsSIcal data ^ 
showing India as the worid 
chan^? 


Thanks anyway lor the bM^Joke. 
ARIAMIStMI. < 

... . . 
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FOCUS 


BREAKING THE 
MONOTONY 


With Jean Alesi 
winning the first 
Grand Prix in 
his career at the 
Canadian Grand 
Prix, Formula 
One finally has a 
new champion 
other than 
Schumacher and 
Hill 

mmmmmmm 



BY K.O. JACOB 


F ormula one raang was 
getting a little boring. Even 
the banshee wails of their 
engines, the burning of the 
tyres on tarmac and even some 
stupendous driving from the 
competitors failed to excite the senses. 
Hey, what more do you need in the 
sport other than the aspects 
mentioned above, you may ask? 

Well how about a little variety, for 
surters? Consider this piece of 


statistic. In the 22 Grand Prix races 
held since the Brazilian GP (the first 
race of 1994) till the Canadian GP held 
in June this year there were only two 
other names apart from Michael 
Schumacher and Damon Hill who 
won a race. The winners list for the 
Drivers Championships was a 
monotonous: Schumacher, Hill, Hill, 
Schumacher, Schumacher, Hill, Hill 
.... The only drivers to find their names 
in the list were Gerhard Berger 
(German GP, '94) and Nigel Mansell 
('94 Australian GP) and then came 
along Jean Alesi in the Canadian 


Altar so Grand Prix ilafti, Jmh MmI finally 
managad to noieii a victory on his 31tt binlidsy 

Grand Prix last month 
Arguments might surface that 
rivalries are good for any sport and for 
sustaining spectator interest in the 
sport Examples of Pete 
Sampras—Andre Agassi; Steffi 
Graf—Arantxa Sanchez; Brian 
Lara—^Sachin Tendulkar might be 
cited as examples But not all tennis 
tournaments are won by these players, 
even in cricket the two stars are not 
under the spothght all the time. Now, 
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what logic can one give for only two 
drivers winning about 86 per cent of 
the Grand Prix races oiii of a total field 
of about 25 drivers^ Superior cars^ 
Well that reason holds marginally 
because iht FIA had cut down on all 
performance enhancing trimmings to 
bridge the technological gap be twee n 
the different icams 

The only reason that could possibly 
hold some c reck nee is that Hill and 
Schumacher are far superior drivers 

The Ferraris of Berger (28) and Aleti (27K Hill in 
hit Williams Renault at the start of the 
Canadian GP. but it was Alasi who won at the 
and 


than their colleagues But drivers like 
JcanAlesi Gerhard Berger Martin 
Brundle JJ Lehto and Agun Suzuki 
have been around since 89 whereas 
Schumacher made his debut in 91 
and Hill began FI racing in 92 So 
experience should also counteract 
some of the sheer driving genius the 
top two drivers possess 

With Jean Alesi of team Scudena 
Ferrari winning the only GP that Hill 
and Schumacher have not won this 
season the spotlight for once is not 
trained so strongly on the German or 
the Lnglishman Of course questions 
are be mg raised as to why 
Schumacher who started on pole 


position (giving Renault their 100th 
pole position) and was leading till the 
58 lap of the 69-lap race suddenly 
found his car stuck in third gear 
However, he did get back to the pits, 
changed the steering wheel and got 
back to eventually finish fifth getting 
him 2 points in the bargain 

The two points that Schumacher 
garnered from this race took^is total 
points tally to 36 a clear 7 points 
ahead of Damon Hill who had to retire 
in the 52nd lap because of hydraulic 
problems Hill who at that point was 
in third position said alter the race I 
was stuc k in fifth gear and then I lost 
the throttle and stopped right in front 










FOCUS 



AlMi holds aloft tho trophy as Ruhons of our pit The i ar was not good today 

Bamchollo(lofl)andEddiolrviiiooftaamraial and finally we had a hydraulic 
Jordan Pougoi applaud problem The car is handling badly 


and so we must do some testing before 
the French Grand Prix which will be 
over by the time you read this 

Looking for an encore after his first 
ever Grand Prix win in his career will 
be Jean Alesi driving in front of his 
home crowd in his first race after 
winning his first GP on his 31 st 
birthday Alesi is third in the rankings 
after the C anadian Grand Prix with 24 
points 

An elated Alt si exclaimed after the 
C anadian race I was driving the 
Ferarri number 27 which was 
Villeneuve s number and so for many 
reasons it was a very speical day for 
me The last ten laps were terrible and 
when 1 realised I was winning when 
Schumacher went into the pits I 
started to cry That lasted one lap and 
then I just concentrated on winning 
my very first Grand Prix on my 
birthday The Championship has a 
long way to go and the important 
thing IS to keep scoring lots of points 
Two men stand in his way though Hill 
and Schumacher • 


Formula 1 World Champions 









PERSONALITY 


FRENCH OPEN '95 

MUSTERING 
UP THE 
COURAGE 


For 27-long years, Thomas Muster nursed one dream: of holding aloft 
the French Open trophy at Stade Roland Garros . Last month, at Paris, 
his dream finally came true 


FROM DAVID McMAHON 


T Flinders Park during the 
opening rounds ot the 
1989 Australian Open, J 
chanced upon a rather 
noisy encounter between two 
unsceded men's singles hopeiuls on 
an outside court NoisyYes it sure 
was Jimmy Connors wasn t playing 
the Openihat year, but before you 
even caught sight of the contestants 
you would have sworn it was Connors 
grunting and exhaling the way only 
he cQuld On one side there was a 
rangy South African with a mane of 
hair. Dame Visser On the other, a 
wiry Austrian, Thomas Muster 
Between points, Mel trains in the 
familiar silver, green and gold roared 
past less than 20 yards away 
I hadn't planned to watch this 
encounter, but the sheer ferocity of 

A draam coma trua: Holding aloft tha Franch 
Open trophy, Muatar bacomas tlia first 
Austrian to win a grand slam avant 
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Mtttitr lends out ■ heart rending ciy efier the 
he/li di Hsunisfiiefif goes in his favour 

the contest, the way each point was 
fought over, was enough to make me 
sit down and take notice Muster won 
that match, but he had to struggle He 
then made his way through the draw 
till he met Ivan Lendl on centre court 
in the semi-final I still reckon it was 
one solitary point that cost the 
rampant Muster that match It looked 
as though he had Lendl on the ropes 
and I recall a routine overhead less 
than two yards from the net Muster 
shaped up for it put ail his power into 
the shot, but the ball hit the net and 
dropped back on Muster's side of the 
court His agonised roar would have 
echoed all round Flinders Park and 
from that point on no matter what he 
did 1 endl knew he was back in 
control It was the first time Muster 
then only 21 had been in a grand slam 
semi-final 

For a long time afterwards it began 
to look as though it would be the last 
time Only two months after he had 
made headlines at the Australian 
Open he was m Miami Florida He 
had just beaten Yannick Noah in five 
sets and was in search of a late meal at 
a delicatessen He was pulling his bag 
from the boot of the tournament 
courtesy car when a drunken driver 
rammed into Muster's parked car, 
sending it backwards into the young 
Austrian 

Media reports described how 
Muster's bag of rackets were smashed 
under the wheel of the car while he 
himself was pinned underneath it, 
unable to stand It was not until 
November 1993, four and a-half 
years after the accident that Muster 
was a warded $3 1 million in damages, 
but by then he had proved to the 
world that a senous car accident was 
not going to impede his tennis career 

Legend has it that no sooner was he 
out of hospital that he sat for hours on 
a tennis court in a wheelchair, 
pounding hundreds and hundreds of 
balls across the net, each shot 
punctuated with that disunctive 
grunt Well, In reality, it wasn t a 



After 35 victories on the trot on ciny Muster 
deemed fit to skip Wimbledon 

wheelchair Ii was, in the strictest 
sense of the word, a specially designed 
chair that allowed him to sit at the 
baseline and hammer countless balls 
across the court A television crew 
filmed Muster as he did this his left leg 
in a plaster cast from hip to ankle to 
allow the medical and cruciate 
ligaments to heal The camera crew 
must have thought they were simply 
witnessing a process of wishful 
thinking by the young Austrian 
Surely they would never have dreamt 
that their historic pictures of Muster 
would be replayed across the world six 
years later, when the man in the 
plaster cast won his first grand slam 
title 

To his credit Muster does not dwell 
on that significant phase of mental 
and physical rehabilitation as a major 
factor in the re-emcrgencc But in the 
annals of sport, his achievement must 
rank with some of the most dramatic 

''I always believed I could do it," he 
said after he had beaten former 
French Open champion Michael 
Chang in the final 7-5,6-2,6-4 "It's 
great that I could prove it today that 
makes me happy even six years later " 
Referring to the old TV footage of him 
in the chair and of him working out on 
crutches, he said lightly, 'Many 
people believe this was a joke, what 
we did, that it was just pictures for 
television But when I was there, it 
was the only therapy for me When I 
h.'id the chance to hit tennis balls for 
the first time, Ronnie (his coach and 
manager, Ronnie Lietgeb) said he 
saw for the first time all week, my 
eyes were really aggressive " 

Chang, winner at Pans at the tender 
age of 17, was four break points from a 
5-1 lead in the opening set of their 
final and Muster had already begun to 
think how he was going to regroup in 
the second set when he deaded to go 
for broke anyway "Didn't look 
good," he said "I was thinking about 
the second set and I said, 'Well, try to 
make a change now and see how it 
works' " He made the change He 
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Michaal Chang: impratsad in tha firit aat 
againat Mualar but than concadad withaut 
muchaffort 

stepped in closer, took the ball earlier 
and his luck changed. In just one 
minute past the two-hour mark. 
Muster had won in straight sets in one 
of the quickest victories in the past 15 
years. 

"'1 don't look at anyone as 
unbeatable. Everyone's human," 
Chang said after his loss. "But there 
are times when some players are very, 
very tough to beat. From 5-2 on, the 
tide swung quite a bit...things didn't 
fall my way." 

There was something of theatrical 
irony in the victory, for Chang won 
this tournament in 1989, when 
Muster was still recovering from 
surgery after his accident. 

Interestingly enough, too, Chang has 
not been in another grand slam final 
until he met Muster on clay. And 
when it was all over and Muster had 
become the first Austrian to win a 
grand slam title, he fell on his back 
into the red clay, scrambled up, shook 
hands with Chang, then vaulted into 
the stands, much as Pat Cash had done 
at Wimbledon in 1987, to hug Leitgeb. 

"It's a lot of pressure off me now. 
When I was a child, I was dreaming 
about winning this tournament, and 
when I was making those match 
points in unimportant matches, I had 
in my mind that this is the match point 
of Roland Garros." He was certainly 
well primed for this victory, for he 
came to Paris with five consecutive 
tournament victories under his belt 
and his viaory against Chang gave 
him his 30th straight victory, the 
longest streak on the men's tour since 
Ivan Lendl in 1981, and his 35th 
straight viaory on clay. 

"When I was a little kid I dreamed 
that one day I would win this trophy. 
Now it has come true. I thank 
everybody who was here today, 
everybody who helped me and all 
those who wished me luck these past 
weeks." And he had sufficient time to 
show, as well, that he has a sense of 
humour. He pointed to his receding 
hairline and intoned gravely, "1 know 



it looks bad, but that's why it doesn't there in four years and does not think 

matter to me any more in my life. it will be worth the effort of trying 

When you're 17 it's a big effort and it again. So, what does he want to do 
could change your whole life. Look at next? He admits, almost sheepishly, 
Boris Becker when he won his first that he would like to increase his 
Wimbledon title—it changes the life world ranking. Maybe even number 

from one minute to the other. This is one, by accident, 
not going to happen to me. I'm older. Then someone else in the interview 
more experienced." room steals the best line of the day. 

So, will the new French Open "No," he says, "no more accidents" 

champion be going to Wimbledon? Muster sees the funny side of that 
No. He has not won a solitary match remark. • 
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FRENCH flash 

A look at the happenings at this yearns French Open 
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Mary Pierce wants to marry 
Rimram Khan 


News Quote "Mary 15 a tune bomb, 
programmed to explode m a few 
month's time," saidJosie Rincon 
trainer of tennis player, MaryPii rce 


A FEW months later Mary 
Pierce woke up one 
morning, not with a 
flaming desire to be No 1, 
but to marry the No I (former) stud in 
the world, Rimram Khan 

When she told her trainer this he 
smiled and said, '"Rimram is an ageing 
stud missile The problem is that, from 
being a stud, he becomes a scud and 
finally, he ends up as a dud That's the 
history of stud behaviour " 

'T don't care," Mary said, as she 
munched on a croissant 

'Do you know that he is married'^' 
the trainer said desperately, 'his wife 
Hai-huku Khan is a karate-cum-kung 
fu expert In Pakistan, she is known as 
the Anglo Bomb, while in Britain, she 
IS known as the Islamic Bomb ' 

"Well, I am a time bomb 
myself Josie, what do you think will 
happen when the Islamic Bomb meets 
the time bomb'>" 

The trainer just shrugged his 
shoulders 

"Wham, bham, thank you KhanI" 
Mary said tnumphantly 
Meanwhile, in Lahore, Hai-huku 
Khan, set out on a grey donkey, 
weanng a black burqa, to go to the 
mountains of Afghanisthan, to 
cox^ult famous astrologer, 

Molnuddin Chisthi, who used a tiger 
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to selea fate cards placed on the 
ground 

When Hai-huku approached the 
astrologer who was weanng a red 
cloak and an orange turban, he looked 
at the tiger and said in Tamil, "Now 
Prabhakaran, I need a peace initiative 
from you Select a good card for this 
gora memsaah from Lahore When 
card IS good, purse is loose " 

An impassive Prabhakaran selected 
the card and then he strolled back 
nonchalantly into his cage But when 
the astrologer read the card, he had a 
mournful look on his face, "I am sorry 
Hai huku Khan But somebody is 
trying to kill you You have to be 
careful People are jealous of your 
marnage to Rimram Khan " 

' Who IS this personHai-huku 
said, her heart starting to beat very 
quickly,' is it Kristiane Backer, the 
love raf^ Or Siia White who is black as 
sin'> Or Emma Sergeant, admirer of 
John Constable, the painter’ or 
Susannah Constantine from 
Constantinopole, whose father is the 
owner of Tinopal'^" 

"There are no names," the 
astrologer said sadly, "I am sorry to 
disappoint you " 

A worned Hai-huku paid the bill, 
without giving any tips After she had 
gone, the astrologer kicked 
Prabhakaran in the rump and said, 

"No more Sri Lankan meat for you 
What a lousy card you chose " 

"Look, these are times of war," 
Prabhakaran said, through clenched 
teeth, "I could have selected a Cease¬ 


fire card, but then why should I, smce 
I don t have a contract with Real 
Value'^" 

Meanwhile, back in Lahore, 
Rimram received a fax sent by Mary 
Pierce "Dear Rimram/ your wife is a 
sharaam/A Jew and a shrew/A 
ternble brew/ Drop this member from 
your Motley Cru/ Otherwise, your 
life will be a stew/ why don't you meet 
me (Mary Pierce) at the Eiffel Tower, 
10th July, 1PM" 

When Hai-huku read the fax, 
smoke effortlessly came out of her 
nostrils Then she stamped her feet on 
the ground and said, "How dare she 
call me names’ Rimram, what are you 
going to do about it’" 

"I forgive her," the pious-looking 
former stud said, "Religion is the only 
way to counter the violence and the 
unbndled lust of the decadent 
Western world I will pray for her lost 
soul " 

But Hai-huku was not so forgiving 
She send a fax asking whether Mary 
was interested in a boxing match on 
top of the Eiffel Tower Mary quickly 
consulted her agent The latter said 
that they could market it as the 'Bash 
of the Blondes' The prize Rimram 
Khan as permanent spoil for the 
winner 

On the appointed rooming (the 
fight to suit TV audiences around the 
world, was held at breakfast time), 
there was a large crowd in front of the 
Eiffel Tower Giant TV screens had 
been put up. A ring had been 
construaed on top of the Tower. A 



stage had also been built to 
accommodate the TV and the media 
people. Hai-huku was dressed in a 
blue singlet, and blue shorts and blue 
boxing gloves. Mary was dressed in 
red. 

Mary's cheerleaders, Karishma and 
Sunil Shetty sang contemptuously: 
"Hai-huku, hai-huku, haihail"liai 
huku's cheerleader, the supremely fit 
Moonmoon Sen, did a handstand and 
broke an elbow. As she was being 
taken away to the hospital, she told 
the world press: 

"Rimram-Moonmoon: Bhai-Behen," 
The press laughed at this impromptu 
joke. The judges, all Bombay wallas, 
took their places: actors Lilliput and 
Johnny Lever, socialite Garameshwar 
Porridge and the one and only Ashok 
'1 Swing 365 Ways and Days' Tarzan. 
The referee was the famous Nikki 
Baddy. 


The fight started. It was an even 
contest. When Mary landed an 
uppercut on Hai<huku's chin, the 
latter replied with a jab to the throat. 
The judges were marking it closely. 

"Is Paris Burning?" asked an 
over-excited commentator. 

"Yes," was the defeaning reply. 

Eight rounds later, nobody could 
tell who was the winner. The scores 
were tallied up... and amazingly, it 
was a draw. Now what was going to 
happen? 

But referee Nikki Baddy solved the 
problem easily: "It's up to Rimram. He 
has to choose." And then she smiled 
her 100 watt smile and went and sat 
on the lap of her 100-year-old hubby. 
Papa Baddy, the consultant sage of the 
Bold and the Beautiful, who had 
flown all the way from Santa Barbara, 
to watch this unique fight. 

Meanwhile, Sir James Goldsmith 


rushed up to The Khan and whispered 
in his ears, "Rimram, you could be the 
Goldsmith to all my gold and I swear 
this by the King James bible." 

Rimram was confused. He could not 
think at all. Added to that, his stomach 
was grumbling because he had not 
had his breakfast. 

"Give me bread," Rimram shouted 
suddenly. 

"Honey," Mary said desperately, 
"money can't buy you love." 

"1 feel in such a jam," Rimram said in 
an apologetic voice. 

"You could be the toast of England 
if you stayed married to me," 

Hai-huku said. 

"I am sandwiched between two 
beautiful women," Rimram moaned, 
"whom to choose?" 

"Sugar," Mary said, "I am fresh as 
butter " 

"I have got milk white skin," 
Hai-huku said, "you marry her and 
you will have egg all over your face." 

"Don't listen to this cheesecake." 
Mary replied swiftly. 

Rimram was still confused. A 
sympathetic Garameshwar, came up 
and whispered huskily in Rimram's 
ears, "Darling, you can't think on an 
empty stomach. Come to my hotel 
and I'll give you a glass of delicious, 
hot porndge." 

"Made by chef Godrage?" asked 
Rimram, an old friend of 
Garameshwar. 

"Of course! Without him, I am 
nothing," the socialite replied. A 
grateful Rimram clapped his hands 
together and then he followed 
Garameshwar into her Mercedes 
Benz parked on the Champs de 
Elysee. The reporters and the 
photographers chased them, 
flashbulbs flashing. One of them said, 
"So Rimram, what is your final 
choice?" 

Rimram looked sadly through the 
car window at the two blondes 
standing empty-handed in the boxing 
ring. Then he looked back at 
Garameshwar Porridge, smiled at her 
and said philosophically, "Old is gold, 
albeit with a little help from plastic 
surgery!" 

Shevlin Sebastian 
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INALLY Robin Chatterjee, our 
Features Editor was all set to 
catch his flight for his first trip to 
Wimbledon ''Just one last thing/' he 
said lo me "Give me a few tips about 
Wimbledon, so that 1 don't make a 
fool of m>self " (Perhaps a few of the 
stories in the past, concerning 
colleagues making their first trips 
abroad, may have been lurking m his 
mind ) I ike the time when one 
Wimbledon-bound colleague on 
being advised to take his passport 
photograph (required for Wimbledon 
accreditation and a long term tube 
pass) at the automatic booths at 
Heath row a II port 
^He waited in the bpoth for a few 
^ piinutes and then left having decided 
that vlie^photographer wasn t going to 
show The last we heard was that 
chatteljce armed himself with 
passpoit pliotographs before leaving 
(enough to fill an entire album) 
Another SportsworJd}ourna\\si on 
his first Wimbledon sojourn, on 
bumping into an English journalist at 
1 ondon s Victoria station wondered 
aloud whethei they could chat over a 
cofJee at the Heel Bar which in 
reality was a shoe store 

The list of embarrassing faux pas is 


endless, so Chatterjee obviously had 
no intentions of adding to it, though 1 
daresay he will have his share of 
"stones" to tell on his return 

Anyway ' Tips, eh," 1 said, trying to 
humour him 

' First and foremost when you take 
a tube to the tennis, don't alight at the 
station called Wimbledon", I said 

'Why not'>" he asked in shock 

1 explained how the tube station 
that IS called Wimbledon is actually 
two stops further south of the station 
Southfields, which in reality, is closest 
to the playing courts Also, if the 
intention is to stay at a 
bed-'n-breakfast joint (which many 
'single Wimbledon visitors do) never 
fall for the newspaper ads that say 'bed 
and breakfast in Wimbledon area' 
You'd still have to take a lube to 
Southfields The only area that is 
worth taking a bed-'n-breakfast offer 
IS on Church Road, the street that 
conneas Southfields station to the All 
England Club And you dare not buy 
anything while you walk along 
Church Road The locals set up shop in 
their front gardens and driveways 
hawking everything from souvenirs 
to hot dogs, the price of the 
merchandise always marked up 



"If you do have to buy a few 
Wimbledon T-shirts for us," I hinted 
to Chatterjee, "then do so on your last 
day, because by that time there is 
panic selling which brings the prices 
down to their actual levels " 

"Oh, I'm not going to eat those hot 
dogs etc, ' Chatteijee announced 
almost triumphantly "I'm going to ' 
gorge myself on strawberries and 
cream ' 

I had to tell him that if he did that 
then he wouldn't have his tram fare 
back home by the time the fortnight 
was through 1 then told him of how 
the only thing worth the price at the 
All England Club is the brunch served 
up at the press cafetana 

Most journalists follow a similar 
routine at Wimbledon Turn up at the 
press centre at around 10am 
Newspapers, free coffee and tea and 
perhaps an article or two and then at 
noon^off for the sumptuous brunch of 
sausages, ham, bacon and eggs with 
baked beans on toast and a glass of 
juice Allfor under 10 quid Then with 
play starting around noon it's off to 
the courts for a whole day's tennis, the 
brunch (ably supported by free coke 
and coffee at the press centre) taking 
care of the hunger pangs through the 
day 

Eventually, Chatteijee suggested I 
wnte a book on "How to visit 
Wimbledon on 20 pounds a day." 

And this was before I told him of the 
tnck of how not to buy a single 
newspaper or tabloid and yet get to 
read and keep a whole selection of 
them every day 

How you ask'> Simple The English 
have a habit of reading their 
newspapers on the tube and then 
dumping them in a dustbm on the 
platform they alight at. All you have to 
do is pick them up from the numerous 
dustbms on Southfields platform and 
you are laughmg ail the way up 
Church Road. And if you don't believe 
it, then let me tell you that there is one 
Indian gentleman who visits 
Wimbledon every year (how, nobody 
knows!) and carries out this 
newspaper routine...everyday of 
every trip he makes. 

Andy O'Brien 
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SERV<y SUPERIOR XEE^H 


EXTRA ENERGY EFFICIENT MULTIGRADE ENGINE OIL 


High speed and power that is what tod^ s new generation cars are all about These hi tech automobiles demand 
a superior engine oil like Indianoil s SERVO SUPERIOR XEE SH that can perform even under some of the most 
demanding conditions And it s perfected at Indianoil s Research and Development centre One of Asia s most 
advanced 

SERVO SUPERIOR XEE SH is a high grade engine oil that meets the stringent requirements of 
API SH/CD ILSAC GF I and the EC II level energy conservation standards Apex international Dodies like the 
American Petroleum Institute (API) and International Lubricant Standardisation andApproval Committee (ILSAC) 
have attested the quality of SERVO SUPERIOR XEE SH It exceeds the requirements of American European 
Japanese and Indian gasoline cars Including those equipped with catalytic converters and operating on unleaded 
petrol 

What s more SERVO SUPERIOR XEE SH is the only mineral oil based engine oil in India to have the double seal 
of approval the API Donut and Starburst symbols 

SERVO SUPERIOR XEE SH ensures a minimum 2 7% fuel conservation under ideal test conditions It increases 
engine life and reduces maintenance costs An extended oil change period of 10 000 km ensures better economy 

Now at last you have the power to drive your engine to the limits Switch to SERVO SUPERIOR XEE SH and feel 
the difference 

SERVaADOS LIFE. 

Available at Indianoil petrol stations in your city 
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The men's 
final—even 
though it 
wasn't a 
classic 
encounter- 
showed 
the positive 
side of tennis. 
Sampras'play 
and Becker's 
attitude after 
his loss, won 
back a few 
doubting fans 

FROM ROBIN 
CHATTERJEE, 
WIMBLEDON 

Sampras: Joining 
the company of Fred Perry 
and Bjorn Borg as a 
three-time winners 
on the trot 
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C O VER STORY 


F or a day, it seemed like old 
times at Wimbledon. The 
German media had a 
patronising smile on their 
faces. Graf had won her section of the 
event for the sixth time and their dear 
old Boris, had turned out to be an 
inspiration for writer's block. It was 
back to the past once again as Becker 
was celebrating his tenth anniversary 
at Wimbledon by threatening to win 
the Championships It was true, albeit 
temporarily, that Becker's blue eyes 
had the glint of destiny. 

As It is, Becker versus Sampras in 
the final was not something that the 
pundits had forecast What they had 
actually predicted was an all-USA 
dream final (Sampras vs. Agassi) but 
that was not to be 

Off went Agassi, his final shot of the 
match right where he didn't want it to 
go Off went his shirt into the crowd, 
just one of the routine gestures that 
have made him the darling of 
Wimbledon before Up stood those 
unimpressionable folks in the Royal 
Box, giving him a standing ovation. 


rather that their usual stiff upper lip, 
and then off went Agassi where 
nobody except Becker wanted him to 
go, home. 

Seeded No. 1, Agassi looked and 
sounded wounded, and his pain did 
not go unnoticed by the public or the 
press. "Your first prionty is to get 
yourself away from the thing that 
hurts the most, which is not being 
there (in the final)," Agassi the 
strobe light from Vegas said. 

But instead of castigation—^which 
some other players would have 
received for knocking out the crowd 
favourite—there was admiration for 
Becker, and he emphasised his own 
self belief by stating that, "nobody 
should ever underestimate me at 
Wimbledon. Even when I'm down, I 
always believe I still have a chance." 

Against Sampras, however, Becker 
had no chance at all. Apart from 
taking the first set in the tie-breaker, 
everything else seemed to go against 
his wishes. And so deep and complete 
was his involuntary docility in the 


next three sets that a chastened 
Becker paid Sampras the ultimate 
compliment by saying, 
"Unfortunately, he owns the Centre 
Court now. I used to own it a few years 
back, but now it belongs to him." And 
coming from Becker that indeed is 
rich praise. 

The 'on-coun' excitement at this 
year's edition of Wimbledon never 
really took off till Becker met Cddric 
Pioline in the quarterfinals. But apart 
from the heroics of Becker, what this 
Wimbledon will ultimately be 
remembered for is the blow struck by 
Benedicte Tarango on behalf of 
oppressed and abused husbands all 
over the world. 

The Jeff Tarango incident is almost 
reaching its conclusion and the first 
sentence is a possible £65,000 fine. 
And as for Benedicte,-she is in all 
probability receiving offers from 
various feminist institutions to 
present a series of lectures on 'How to 
manage your husband's career'. Till 
some time ago, that was Tarango's 
personal prerogative, but reports are 
that after dropping his shorts at a 
match in Tokyo, elbowing a speaator 
in the face at the French Open and 
now walking off court, Tarango has 
built a reputation for rather odd 
behaviour for himself. 

There's more: academically, 

Tarango is bright and was a good 
student at Stanford University, but 
even then, his behaviour was 
reported to be bizarre. During the 
Kremlin Cup event in Moscow, the 
players were given a private tour of 
the Room of the Tsars. Tarango 
suddenly shocked the tour guide by 
lying flat on his back on the centre 
circle of the carved floor and 
announcing, "This thing isn't aligned 
with the chandelier. What were these 
guys thinking about." The same 
question when applied to Tarango, is 
also pertinent. 

Sure, Jeff Tarango walked off court. 
But Murphy Jensen, the ratrovert 
American doubles player, who had 
walked right out of Wimbledon and 
remained untraced for sometime 
announced, that he had gone for a 
"quiet fishing trip." The Jensens, it 


Backar Graciaus in dafaat and sarhaps tha aniy ninnar-up to da a victoiy lap at Wimbladon 




must be admitted, were quite a hit at 
London and Wimbledon. For when 
they were not playing doubles, they 
were strumming their guitars, 
incognito, in the tube stations of the 
London underground. 

What drives tennis players towards 
such deviant behaviour? The answer 
is. pressure. The stress from an 
intense, highly rewarding sport drives 
them to take refuge in fits of abnormal 
behaviour. 

Why else would someone like Todd 
Woodbridge. choose to insult his 
countryman. Patrick Rafter's 
girlfriend, who happens to be British, 
for cheering against them in a doubles 
match. The desire to win at all costs 
ensures that everything else takes a 
back seat. A furious Rafter confronted 
Woodbridge after the match, warning 
him. "Don't you dare talk to my 
girlfriend like that." The argument 
spilled over into the locker rooms after 
that, till Mark Woodforde had to 
separate the two. The two Davis Cup 
teammates soon forgot about the 
incident, but it was the first time 
anything like that took place between 
the amiable Aussies. 

There was an amiable Brit too (not 
Rusedski) but he only started smiling 
after he got disqualified. Tim 
Henman's hitting the ball was 
accidental, but the fact is that it left the 
poor ball girl writhing on the ground 
in tears. A very apologetic Henman 
sent the girl flowers and kissed her to 
prove that he was truly sorry in front 
of the photographers. 

Losing does have its negative 
moments and nobody but Michael 
Stich is qualified enough to endorse 
this opinion. Creamed in the first 
round of Wimbledon for two years in 
a row. the German sulked off 'Centre 
Court once again. Imagine his 
surprise, however, a few days filter, 
when Nike signed him on for a 
contract worth £10 million that was to 
be paid to him over a period of four 
yearsi Performance and money do not 
necessarily go hand in hand, but it 
might Just help to boost Stich's tennis 
a little. 

Another pro who smiles, laughs. 
Jokes and talks sweetly, strialy for 


commercial purposes is Britain's very 
own 'imported' son. Greg Rusedski. 
Though it is true that Rusedski always 
has a smile on his face, he is being 
selective, and splashing it around 
nowadays. The Canadian-born tennis 
player is desperate to be accepted by 
the public and thanks to a carefully 
orchestrated build-up by the British 
media, is set to earn decent sums of 
money. But what about his tennis? 
Give him a C-minus. 

Ditto for the men's singles final 
which somehow managed to fall flat 
on its face. For the man who was 
chasing the first Wimbledon title 
hat-trick since Bjorn Borg. Sampras 
wanted it to be a 'three-Pete'. It was a 
case of destiny fulfilled and it left him 
nothing shon of an elation that 
hovered between incredulity and 
hyper ventilation. As he testified. 
"Right now it's kind of a blur. I 
haven't been thinking about it a lot. 1 
have been drinking a lot of water 
because I have to do a drug-test later, 
rll go back home tomorrow, put the 


racket up for a while and really reflect 
on what I just did. I probably won't 
sleep too well over the next couple of 
days. I'll go home and let it sink in and 
enjoy it as much as I can". 

The truth about Sampras is that he 
treats a tennis court Just as an artist 
would address a plain canvas. And the 
end result is more or less the same for 
Sampras: he views his work with a 
critical eye. which is dangerous, 
meaning that even at the incredible 
level he performs there is still room for 
improvement. 

But improvement will come at his 
terms. Sampras is not willing to go 
through a process of role-reversal for 
that. As he says. "I hope people 
appreciate the tennis I play. I'm not 
going to throw tantrums or aa like a 
jerk out there. That's the way I was 
brought up and that's the way I will 
continue to be." 

Boring. But what the heck can you 
do about it? Someope's got to beat 
him at Wimbledon. The trouble is that 
we have to wait one whole year to find 
out. 9 
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...TEU USB 
SOMETHING NEW! 


Graf, 

unbeaten on 
all surfaces 
this year, 
predictably 
bags her 
sixth 

Wimbledon 
singles and 
her 17th 
grand 
slam title 


FROM ROBIN 
CHATTERJEE 
WIMBLEDON 


ItwM almost taken 
for orantod that Steffi 
would win this time 



T here was already a faint but ominous silence 
that was hovering over Centre Court when 
one got in rather early to witness the ladies 
singles final A sort of summer vacation feel to 
the place, since the squeals died down for Andre and 
Brooke—carnival replaced by that age old mystique 
which IS Wimbledon 

The party was nearly over and the last two days was 
going to be supplemented by a healthy dose of serious 
tennis 

Still, I was early and that gave me a few moments of 


my own to encapsulate my first Wimbledon 
Is there magic at the All Engaind C!ub'> At times 
definitely but charisma is definitely giving way to 
commerce and the powers-ihat be in the premises of 
SW19 know that only too well 
So given the fact that tennis is definitely out of the 
state of temporary comatose that it was pronounced to 
be m, why didn 11 go out of my way to watch some 
important ladies singles matches The answe r 
perhaps, lies in the faa that no matter who wins these 
side shows, the ultimate winner will almost always be 

9 






Arantxa Sanchaz-Vicarlo showad how datarmination and tanacity can go a long way 


PROFESSIONAL SPORT 


Steffi Graf. 

Which is perhaps why the news of Monica Seles' 
much awaited comeback was greeted with relief and 
some controversy. 

Seles' possible reinstatement as world No. 1 was not 
the only issue Arantxa Sanchez Vicario had misgivings 
about. She was equally determined not to allow her 
countrywoman, Conchita Martinez a re-entry into her 
second Wimbledon finals. Even though they came 
from the same country the two have come a long way 
since they met across a court in 'Sport Goofy', a 
tournament sponsored by Walt Disney.. 

It is rumoured that Spain has only one grass court, 
but neither Sanchez nor Martinez have ever booked it 
for practice time. Their allergy for grass is about the only 
thing that these two have in common. Their 
contrasting lifestyles ensure that these two even 
support different, football teams. Sanchez Vicario is a 
fanatical Barcelona fan, while Martinez is a supporter 
of Real Madrid. .. and Gigi Fernandez. 


^pHE ladies' final between Graf and Sanchez Vicario 
1 has buried at least one nagging doubt in my mind: 
that the women's tour is becoming predictable. 

Sure, Graf still wins a few of the majors every year, 
but also evident is the fact that she knows she is 
approaching the end of her tennis life. She is cutting 
down on the number of tournaments, coupled with the 
fact that her wins at Roland Garros and Wimbledon 
were significant enough to make her cryjs testimony to 
this. 

Or maybe we should accept Steffi's explanation. 


when asked whether this might be her last Wimbledon, 
"well, I do hope, and 1 do have that feeling, hopefully to 
be back next year. I really count on that," she offered. 

But all IS not well with 'Fraulein Forehand'. Her 
appearance suggests that life is becoming that much 
more tougher to live And the titles are becoming more 
and more difficult to earn, which is probably why her 
sixth Wimbledon title opened up the floodgates of 
emotion in Graf Asked why she had cried and why she 
joined her parents and her coach for an emotional 
rc-union after her triumph, Graf said, "It's been quite a 
few difficult weeks, and you know, sometimes you 
think you do everything you can for it and sometimes it 
doesn't pay otf and sometimes you don't think you can 
make it through, and somehow it pays off. It's really 
tough sometimes to see what's happening and you 
cannot imagine sometimes that things are going to 
work... " 

One thing is for certain, however. Even il Graf never 
sets fool on Centre Court again, the fact is that she has 
left an indelible footprint on that hallowed turf. She 
overcame her injuries and her problems to win the title. 

And what did she think when Sanchez tried to switch 
trophies^albeit playfully? "We were just talking/' Graf 
said, "and she was like, you could have given me that 
one." 

For Sanchez Vicario, Wimbledon was a fragile hope 
that began as an impossibility and gradually assumed d 
reality of its own. Thefurther she marched through the 
draw, the more it appeared in her destiny. She was 
destined yes.... but only to lose. 

A plea: Will somebody please change the script the 
next time? • 
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A ndre AG ASSI may have lost a few fans since 
chopping off his famous locks, but the Las 
Vegas kid has gained far more respect for recent 
on-court performances than at any point dunng his 
career However, he has now fulfilled his aim to be the 
Number 1 player in the world 
More importantly, his nvalry with Pete Sampras has 
rekindled interest in the men's game at a time when the 
tour IS littered with human robots posing as tennis 
professionals 

Agassi himself revels in the rivalry saying "The 
intensity between us is above and beyond anything I 

experience playing any of 
the other guys With Pete 
there is an added 
level because of our 
rivalry and the hunt lor 
the number one spot " 
Whatever people may say 
It IS not just the new look 
attitude and new girlfriend 
that symbolise the 
metamorjihoMS which has 
taken place in Agassi's life 
There is also a new self-belief 
in his God given talents 
Gone IS the cute, cuddly 
player of the past He has 
been replaced by a hardened 
tour veteran able to cope 
with the many stresses and 
pressures triumphs and 
disasters But then if you are 
Andre Agassi and the 
world's Number one you 



can still command a 
$ 10.000 000 contraa for 
signing a single 
produa-endorsement deal 
In the past there have been 
Agassi comebacks, numerous resolutions and targets 
But this one, we are assured, is definitely for real By the 
end of 1993 his career had taken a perilous turn for the 
worst He was overweight, injured and languishing at 
around 24 m the world But all that is now history 
What has emerged is a slimmer, fitter and more 
introspeaive player who is deadly serious about his 
tennis 

"I honestly didn't think he would ever come all the 
way back." confesses brother Philip who doubles as 
buisness manager and confidant "But we just decided 
that he was either going to step up and bat or sit on his 
backside on the bench." 

The wrist injury that had plagued him throughout 
most of 1993 had required delicate surgery, forang him 

Tht Agassi of 1SS5 n oppoMd to (Mset) that of 1892 




out of the game for nearly six months In the nidt of 
tune, Agassi realised he had to dig deep to get out of the 
rut he had inadvertently fallen into, and that he 
desperately needed to reassert himself as a world class 
tennis player "It was that injury that made me realise 
how much tennis meant to me," says the newly*styled 
star 


Before, the game had all too often taken a bade seat 
when other, more exating distracuons came on to the 
horizon His former obsession with fast cars, fast food 
and fast livmg didn't help either Maybe the fast cars are 
still there, if only in moderation, but the hambuigers 
and doughnuts have been replaced by fresh pasta and 
salads 


ANDRE'S KINGDOM ' 

Love him,or loathe him, Andre Agassi intends to have things his vfoy 

I F you can forgive me the personal Ut, then I may be allowed to proceed. I saw Andre Agaad frt actioa Ipr 
the first dine In my life as a tennis correspondent at Court No. 1 In Vdnibledon and 1 was qnheln^emsed 
by wlwt I saw 

To say that Agassi is a concept would be putting it mildly. But over and above his'Just Do It'U'jinks Is a 
very basic human being. That is my personal impression unless the Nike markedngmen have got me for Just 
another sudeer. 

He strode out into Court No.l for his first round match with Australian qualifier Andrew Pafnt^ and not 
for the first time did he manage to make a statemem with his dothing Only after the adolescent screams (tted 
down did one get a doser look at the Aiube Agassi Wimbledon range and not tor the first time did one marvel 
at his marketing vision (or was it Hike's?). 

Comidying stzkdy with wnmUedon's aU-whfte decorum, Agassi strode out Into court atdred like a Bbufi 
film hero, who is currently doing time in piis<m...pethaps for killing his sister's ra|tist.,.or beinga victim of a 
framed up charge. Or maybe even TADA. 

The loose dhoii like apparel that flapped indulgently around his loins had definitely geme to the deaners 
but it was deUbetately not pressed. 

He wore a T-shirt that comideinented his shorts perfectly, and on his head was wrapped a shaggy white 
bandana (butwithaNikelogoonit)tiutportray^hlmaloiigthe]itiesof<3iakfiNaiither42a 
No matter, Agassi doesn't mind. Hb couturiers pay ttim milUmis <tf&>Uats to look likeajeric in the firm 
belief that In a matter of weeks thousands of diildren wiH be pestering their parents fora simflaroiitih. 

Whiefa also explains why Agassi has his own private Jet. In actual fact, however, immdwlMitlsaw of this 
knodr-kneed gotius. And I envy him because though it is not Immctfiaiefy^ppatcnthowlie magnetises 
dderly showUz matrons (read Streisand) into calliiig him a Zen master. 

It could lie m hb rriaimcn for instarice. Uiilike McEnroe, he does riot swear at or ijmidi: thfelhikswoinehfO 
the point of a nervous breakdown. But then again If you're playing someone wifi's mtifcml IfOOki the woslil \ 

you don't have to swear. t 

> I. ^ 

It was in the final set that the dmwman actually turned on the gas. 

d!bf)tfforafreshone>-wvhichwatagahi|ncifnkledasthefiim~mtiteg|ibi4Nl^m|limbahkh(KEll^l|kflM 
belief that he had nrndmvedhbdiestthb year. BtOok d Shi e lds* tastes aie4g<|rita^lNnt| ^ p | a ktyili| ^ 

The razzmatas over, Agassi qulddy put an endmFalniet'safimyhyjthtiiiy[(^liikiBMdl|i^kMWmgf'('x'i^^ 
were ws^tirig off the ooim, Agsad hrqn^sMtl <> 06 e again; he hedMedt tniACi^ iMml V ^ 

bottwn with hb racket arul insisted tlwnAwgotoftBst.Whidhn»adeiBCti^^f|(M»wja^^ 
hbcmcerhewffi,piobablynewftfotiet|jhatipornentMt|iCRq^htlii)|iess.' 

IdidiKK watch the Agpstlniatdklmh«logteal<XNndusion.lwa|it|Ms|)t|nrdi(i 4 ||N&a^ 

gsmemiiditjuttietasecondbteathoflflk, ‘ 

HebmCliattei)ee.\MinMa(^ * 
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o why IS this particular comeback so different 
from the others? One thing we are assured of is 
* * that the flamboyant guy from Las Vegas has 
matured and now understands his new mission in life. 

Clearly the unexperted split from his coach of 13 
years, Nick Bollittieri affected him more than most 
suspected. He once likened it to a divorce, but it was 
certainly the end of that relationship that marked 
Agassi's re-birth into the upper echelons of world-class 
tennis. Moveover, it forced him to start seriously 
considering his priorities in his life and career. 

Whether the whole issue started with the enlisted 
help of John McEnroe, it is difficult to define. But as 
Bollittieri himself puts it ''In retrospect, it was the best 
thing for Andre that I quit as his coach. 1 sincerly believe 
that my departure is responsible for where Andre is 
right now. Somehow it helped him lake a new 
direction.Whatever, it's certainly working out for him 
now." 

While at the Palm Spnngs tournament this 
February, the two c hatted to one another like old pals. 
"We arc still very friendly, it was just like old times. But 
then you don't just write off 13 years," reflcas 
Bollittien, talking at Wimbledon on where his new 
wards, the likes of Mary Pierce and Boris Becker were 
attempting to assert themselves. 

If the unlikely transformations came about through 
injury and an unexpected change of coach, then the 
third cnsis crystallised everything. Last year 
24-year-old Cynthia Burke, a television and 
photomake-up artist, and close friend of both Agassi 
and his former girlfriend Wendy Stewart, had arranged 
to meet with him at the Scotsdale tournament in 
Arizona. On the way there, Cynthia was the victim of a 
fatal accident. 

Agassi was devastated and at the end of the week, in a 
chokingly tearful speech, dedicated the winning trophy 
to her memory. He later admitted that her death had 
"helped him put many more things in his life into 
perspeaive." 

-g is girlfriend Brooke Shield's influence is also 
‘ finding its mark A Princeton graduate, her role 
\ i in widening Agassi's horizons is already 
receiving a stamp of approval. It has been rumoured 
that she was behind the decision to cut his hair, 
although he has other ideas on the subject. "Once we 
were having dinner and the waiter came up to us and 
innocently asked, 'What do you two ladies want for 
dinner tonight?,'and that was the final straw for 
Brooke." he recalls. 

They may outwardly appear an unlikely couple, 
Shields is five years his senior Previous to their 
meeting, she had little or no interest in professional 
tennis. If anything, both are survivors and in their life 
together share more than most suspea. Both have 
failed and rebounded. While Agassi was lo.sing three 
16 



grand slam finals. Shields' film career was floundering. 

They met—or rather were set up—by popular 
saxophonist Kenny G, a mutual friend, after much 
cajoling by his wife. Shields faxed an introductory note 
to Agassi when filming on location in South Africa. It 
was written in a guarded, flippant tone to which Agassi 
replied in a long, heart-felt letter. 


Both are now convinced they fell in love through 
sending faxes to one another at a time when they were 
both faced by personal predicaments, without even 
meeting face-to-face. But when they finally went to 
dinner in December 1993, both were instantly smitten 



PROFESSIONAL 5P0RT 

wiih one another Now they are seriously considering 
tying the proverbial knot 

"Our relationship is good for us both/' says a clearly 
delighted Agassi "We both understand each other and 
have been through career ensis " While Shields, who is 
starring in the New York stage production of Grease 
insists "We are hoping to get married some time this 
summer/' tennis insiders are slightly more cautious 
and believe the pair may wait a couple of years 
The latest confidant to join the Agassi mner-orcle is _ 
12-year tour veteran Brad Gilbert, who once climbed to 
the number four spot in the world The author of the 
respected tennis book Playing Dirty, Gilbert's 


lnaetioiiatWiiiibMoii*95aiNl(ins«tl kissing tka trophy In *92 

streetwise savvy had a lot to do with putting Agassi's 
mind, soul and body back together 

"It all started with Andre at the time my career was 
winding down," explains the 33-year-old who, 
recently announced his retirement from full lime 
tennis to concentrate more on coaching Agassi 

We just got together and waited to see how things 
would turn out Even though we look different, we 
have the same competitive outlook on life But what is 
more important is that we share a great sense of 
humour and making people laugh is one of life s best 
tonics ' 

fp gassi IS now a keen supporter of a number of 
* * chanties but refuses any publicity Recently, he 
\ quietly took off after a tennis match to visit a 
fan in a wheelchair, spending the best part of an hour 
chatting to the thrilled youngster And all this was for 
once done without any razzmata/z of photographers 
and press 

Love him or loathe him his flamboyant style has 
forced even his harshest critics to acknowledge that he 
has far more to offer the sport than most dare to admit 
Doubtlessly Gilbert's influence has played an 
enormous role in the remoulding of Agassi 

"I had to make a commitment but Brad has been 
able to direct those motivations incredibly he says 
"Whether it's in the great scheme of things or just a 
simple workout, he has a great perspective on 
everything, and that's what has made it possible for me 
to play this well' says Agassi 
Neither believed in signing a binding contract until 
recently "We went a long time without bothering, but 
recently Andre decided he would feel more 
comfortable if a contract was agreed and signed 
between us It's not that I am holding some thing back 
It's just the way I am " says Gilbert 
"I stayed with my coach for the whole of my career 
Nowadays, players switch coaches all the time 
Whenever I lost a match I never blamed it on my 
coach, I was the one who lost, and that's how it is 
between Andre and myself ' 

The pair get on exceptionally well as friends both on 
and off the tennis court and are known to discuss 
strategies well into the night—rather like businessmen 
mulling over a large, important contract 
That's not to say Agassi is losing any of his showbiz 
qualities m entertaining the millions of fans around the 
world He is still a celebnty of superstar status He may 
have lost all his hair, but he has kept a sense of humour 
that seldom fails to make you laugh 
However, he re-packages himself, the world of tennis 
needs charaaers as large as Andre Agassi—and he 

knows It # ASIAFCAIURES 
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VOMB LIVE THE GLORY OF 
PEERLESS GROUP OF HOTELS 

ITS A TRADITION OF SERVICE 


P^LKS PEERLESS RESORT 
ANDAMAN 

A ten minute drive from Port 5lalr Airport to Corbyn's 
Cove will tabe you to the perfect place of rest Ourresortis 
set amidst 50.000 sq m of a sprawling landscape garden 
It has. in front, the Golden beach, the only beach in Port- 
Blair Facilities include comfortable rooms, honeymoon 
cottages, a conference room. bar. a multicuisine 
restaurant, o tennis court. Indoor games and water sports 

PEERLESS RESORT 
1^11 

In our quest to discover India in all its glory, we have 
come up with another feather In our cap in the form of a 
hotel at Leh Facilities Include a muluculsine restaurant 
with Tibetan. Ladabhi and Kashmiri specialities 

Peerless peerless resort 

MUKUTMANDHIR 

The Labeside Resort at Mubutmanipur (fianbura) is a 
soothing and refreshing change from Calcutta The 
environment is rural Bengal—natural, unpolluted 
and simply exceptional A shon drive will tabe you to 
labes. islands, hills, forests, tnbal villages and even a deer 
parb. besides the famed terracota temples of Bishnupur 
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( ) PEERLESS INN 

DURGAPUR 

This three-star hotel provides a soft touch to the steel city 
of Durgapur. the only one of its bind in the Steel City It has 
already established itself as the choice of the visiting 
guest for its facilities and services It has centrally- 
air-conditioned rooms a restaurant, bar. a garden 
restaurant and a banquet hall Expansion plans are in 
progress for a swlming pool, health club, children’s 
rides, shopping arcade etc 


QUALITY INN. CALCUTTA 

The best four star hotel in Eastern India Our own 
'Aaheli* for traditional Bengali food 'Bichitra*. 
the multicuisine restaurant ’Nishidin* the 24-hour 
coffee shop, the ’Lahan' bar and conference 
facilities catering for 15 to 125 persons 

Quality Inn. Calcutta 

12. J L Nehru Road. Calcutta-700 013 

Phone 2430301/02/03/05/06/07 

Fax 248 6650. 29 3381. Telex • (021) 5177 PHTL IN 
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mailbag 


She-Man 



A Maniti van with drivar (720 kgs 59 kgs, driver s weight) went over the 
stomach of a aight-year-old-girl. martial art student Vinamrata Agarwal at the 
Jaipal Singh stadium at Ranchi She is studem of standard throe at Loreto Convent 
Well, boro's a new challenge to Batman, Supennan Phantom, Tha Tanmnator, 
(Arnold Swarznegger) 


Nothing New! 

E have already had a 
number ol interviews with 

Sachin Tendulkar And this is just 
one more (Sportsworld), 24ih 
May) There was npthing new or 
informative Sachin Tendulkar 


was getting married yes that was 
news But to have such an 
extensive interview on his 
marriage does seem a little too 
much 

ARTAMtSHRA 

Cuttack 


Consistency 

1^0 victory In a grand slam is 
JLN ordinary, but Ttiomas 
Muster's French Open victory— 
indeed his whole season—has 
transcended mere wmmngand 
losing It has been the sort of 
season that any tennis player 
would be proud to have played— 
a season of enormous courage, 
consistency and excellent tennis 
It really doesn t matter where 
Muster goes from here—the past 
few months has been testament 
enough to his pedigree 
SHAILAJA MOHAN 
Kerala 


Good For Cricket 

T he comparison between the 
two most exciting batsmen in 
contemporary cricket Sachin 
lendulkar and Brian Lara 
{Sporisworld 7th June) was fair 
and analytical Their rivalry is 
good for cricket because they 
will work hard to prove that the 
other IS better 

It will be good for the cricket 
lovers since they will be able to 
sec quality batsmanship from 
these two all the time 
PRATIKT0N6IA 
Indore 


Corrigendum 

In Spomwmld, June 21, Careca 
has been identified as playmg for 
Argentina, instead of Brazil. 

Also, in the 7th June issue, the 
statistics companng Tendulkar 
with Lara had been reversed The 
errors are regretted—Editor 
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Heartening 


V TNOD KAMBLl s interview 
Down but not out 
(Sporisworld May 24th) makes 
us believe that he is mentally 
tough enough to bounce back 
It IS quite heartening to learn 
that he is a rational human being 
and has accepted his recent 
decline as a bad patch which 
every cricketer has to surmount 
CHINMOYROY 
Calcutta 










London's best tennis player is a 
Swede. But, the early elimination 
of the former Wimbledon 
champion raises questions about 
his future as a top player 



FROM ROBIN CHATTERJEE, WIMBLEDON 


T he dic-hard Londoner that he is, there are 

times when Stefan Edberg ga/es up at the skies 
that are a part of British airspace territory and 
wonders whether his career has started taking 
shape like the enigmatic English weather 
The two- lime Wimbledon champion and one-time 
finalist gives the impression of anything but that 
Fdberg may be a Swede but he is London s favourite son 
Edberg was born in Vastervik, Sweden but he so 
loves London that he has made it his home for many 
years Today he lives with his wife Annette and 
two-year-old daughter Emilie in a Kensington 
apartment and claims that he now helps out with the 
child and even the dishes His connections with 
England were further strengthened by his long time 
English coach Tony Pickard who was with him from 
1983 For a country whose contemporary tennis scene 
IS so glum that the Davis Cup team has not won a tie 
since 1991 the adopted Swede is the next best thing 
And even though they haven t made him a thorough 
Bril by granting him c itizenship within a week he has 
done to their tennis vis a-vis Wimbledon more than 
what perhaps Greg Rusedski (the man Britain has 
recently adopted from Canada) may set out to do 
In his 13 appearances at Wimbledon, Fdberg has 



gone out in the second round only four times with two 
of his early exits coming as late as in 83 and 84 Since 
then the soft natured Swede has gone from strength to 
strength being in the Top 10 fot ten consecutive years 
a leading statistic among the act i\ e pla>crs and joining 
Jimmy Connors (16) Ivan Lendl (13) and John 
McEnroe (10)) as the only players to finish in the Top 10 
for ten or more years Today Edberg has disappointed 
his fans and himself b> falling loan unhealthy 16 
which brings us to ask questions about E dberg s current 
professional health and form The man who issc'cond in 
the all lime list of pn/t money earnc is witn almost $ 19 
million (behind Ivan Lendl) has managed to win only 
three low profile lournamc nts in 1994 getting 
knocked out in the first round of the French Open the 
second round at Wimbledon and the third round of the 
Austialian Open 

And as far as summarising his chances in Wimbledon 
are tonctriu d each time Ldberg—whose role as a 
marquee idol has lasted over a full decade 
he re'—e merges from a loss he e quate s it to emerging 
from a funeral his own The last couple of >ears of 
disappointment coupled with bad form has led Ldberg 
to believe that imminent le iiremeni can have its 
macabre side particularly when y on make an ungainly 
and prematuie exit from an event that has done almost 
everything but bron/ed you 

Today Ldberg has a seceding which does not in the 
least flatte r his credentials at Wimbledem It he has got it 
at all then it is thanks to those loyal servants of the 
AELTC who base their format of seedmgs not in terms 
of rank but in terms of jobs well done in the past It is a 







Edborg samples that famous English culinary 
dolig A Fish *n Chips 





Edb«ry poses with the Union Jack at a London 
^•uvtnir stall 


diktat that has made the out - of-form Edberg a 
beneficiary He was once an artist a lawn tennis 
ornament But note how we refer to him in the past 

T all started last year when he got battered into 
. submission by Denmark s unsung Kenneth 
Carlsen There were various theories being floated 
about how Edberg s tennis life span was coming to an 
end But as Edberg lay on his back on the Centre Court 
lawn a place which can safely be termed as the 
backyard of his London residence, even he seemed to 
be at a loss for a plausible explanation 

First he looked up at the unbroken expanse of blue 
sky as if all the answers to his lost serve (which is now 
his principal problem) might be stored overhead And 
then he hinged back to the finish line and alldWed 
Carlsen to put the finishing touches to the rout The 
classiest and doubtless the most balletic of the dying 
breed of serve and volley stylists had died a premature 
death And till the commencement of this year's 109th 
edition of Wimbledon, Edberg has been unable to 




explain his loss of form. 

The man who helped shape his career to such 
enviable proportions, his coach, Tony Pickard is 
someone Edberg today seldom sees, though he insists 
that they keep telephonic contact. But Edberg is mature 
enough to realise today that the wins and losses that 
come out of every match lie in his hands and he 
confirms that in his own quiet way saying, 
"Unfortunately Tm out of it, and I just have to accept it. 
But you know, even when you're losing it's still good to 
be out there and fight. You endure everything because 
you want to get back there the next time." 

E dberg is 29 and he has seen players his age fall 
prey to terminal burnout. And he seems all the 
more surprised when he sees himself winning 
Wimbledon one more time. He put things into 
perspective by saying, "It's amazing Borg won this five 
times in a row." 

He also feels that mortality is slowly settling on him. 
He nets easy backhands and easy forehands, while at 


I the same time being easily broken. But he takes it all in 
his stride today saying, "I didn't think those shots 
existed. But they did " 

Gracious. Yes, that's the key word to Edberg's 
character He is one of the more gracious individuals in 
the rough and tumble world of tennis. He has been 
given numerous chances to blame anything but 
himself, but he has not taken the bait. 

He also notes that his new found 
personality ensures that he is not exciting fare tor the 
tabloids, which is why he visits a newsstand in Fulham 
to pick up the Swedish papers to read about himself. 
And he even skips them if they carry the news of his 
early losses because they are a day late. 

Edberg's sense of awareness is, however, alert and he 
wonders—like his friend Boris Becker— if there will 
ever be another title, now that Agassi and Sampras are 
taking everything away. 

"Perhaps so, but we're not finished yet," Edberg 
says. The fans who file out morosely, each time he 
suffers another loss, hope he is right. # 




GABRIELA SABATINI 
talks exclusively to 
PA UL FEIN about her 
roller coaster tennis 
career, her fame, 
fortune and life both 
on and off the court 

In d worddssOLiation tc si in 1988 
Martina Na\iatiln\ a reacted to 

Gabnela Sahatini h\ saying Great 
potential on and ntf the court—How 
far will Itgo'^ 

Gaby s lame and a fortune 
estimated at more than $20 million 
hd\e tar surpassed her modest 
on court exploits Despite winning 
only one grand slam single s title and 
being tanked just No 8 the Atgentine 
beauty is ex traordinanly liked by fans 
worldwide Chris F v ert cailed her the 
most popular player on the women's 
tour 

What accounts for Gaby s 
c harisma ^ Is it the mystery that 
emanates from her quiet personality, 
her suit}, almost illegal good looks her 
gentleness or her appealing 
vulnerability ^ 

This interview during her short 
vacation in Marbella Spain, attempts 
to answer those and other questions 

In your 1994 autobiography. My 
Story, you wrote: "Playing tennis 
is something I love to do. I love the 
game, the challenge, the 
satisfaction of a victory/' What 
was the most satisfying victory in 
your career? 

When I won the U S Open in 1990 
because ii is such a big lournameni 
one of the grand slams It was my first 
one It also came at a good time 1 
wasn't playing great tennis I wasn t 
having great results then I was 
waiting for that breakthrough to 
come It was a great moment for me It 
opened doors that were closed It was 
also a great moment for my family 
My father had said that when I win my 
first grand slam title, he'd give up 
smoking And he did 
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at's Her 
blem? 


Pete Sampras said that when he 
was 12, he hit with Rod Laver and 
he never forgot the experience. 
When you were a kid, did you ever 
hit with or talk with someone 
famous who inspired you? 

Well, I would say that Guillermo 
Vilas was very pf>pular then in 
Argentina. He made tennis popular, 
and he was the only one everyone was 
talking about. He was doing very well 
when I started playing tennis. So I 
used to try to copy his backhand and 
study how he played. We had the 
same style of game. Most Argentinian 
players have a similar style. He 
inspired me to play like that. Then I 
met him when I was 13, when I was 
playing a junior tournament in Monte 
Carlo. He was playing the professional 
tournament there. Meeting him was a 
great moment for me. 

You are well-known for being a 
wonderful sportswoman. Do you 
ever think you are too nice on the 
court? Would you like to be more 
ruthless, perhaps like Monica 
Seles? 

I don't think so. I can still be 
aggressive and tough on the court. 

And I can be nice off the court. I'm 
satisfied the way I am. 

P Win or lose, you often kiss your 
\ opponent after the match. 1 don^’t 
> think John McEnroe would ever 
' kiss Jimmy Connors after they do 
I battle. 


I She's got tbs looks, but the same cannot be 
! said oTbor gome 


If I kiss somebody, it's because I 
really know them, or we are used to 
kissing each other, like at home or at 
European tournaments. You know, 
once the match is over, it's over. 

That's it. You're not playing anymore. 
McEnroe, I guess, is a little different 
from everybody else. 

Was your upbringing as a Latin 
woman good preparation for a 
high pressure pro tennis career, or 
was the familial protectiveness 
you experienced, a bit of a 
handicap? 

I guess being a Latin was harder 
because we come from a different 
background. We're very close to our 
families Also being so far from home, 
playing tournaments, is difficult. It's 
hard for Latins to become good tennis 
players because they have to travel, 
they don't have any help, any 
support. Being faraway, when you 
play tournaments in Europe, it's 
difficult to return home often. And 
when you spend a lot of time outside 
of your country, you get homesick. 

How do you feel about being a 
famous beauty—when admirers 
like Clive James write poems 
titled, ^^ring Me the Sweat of 
Gabriela Sabatinr' and Indian 
cricket hero Ravi Shastri says you 
are the woman he would most 
love to spend an evening with? 

Oh really? I didn't know that. 
(Laughter) Who is he? 

Ravi Shastri is a handsome cricket 
star in India. 

He is from where? 


25 



India. 

Thai s the first time I heard that 
That s really nice to hear that 
compliment It makes me feel very 
good because it s not about tennis it's 
about something else It s about me, 
the woman 

You have some of the prettiest 
tennis outfits on the women's 
tour Do you help design them? 

Yeah pretty much We work 
together especially now that I m 
working with Head I tell them what 
colors I like I like a lot of colors Right 
now in fcurope I m wearing a Roman 



(Laft) Sabatini is one player who believes that 
a sportswomea should not lose her sensuality 
on court and (inset) with the US Open trophy in 
1990 The only hiQhpoInt in her career 

design, especially for these 
tournaments I wore a flowery 
Polynesian pnnt before in the 
[United] States It s great because I get 
to wear different styles and different 
designs in different places 

Will you be wearing a tennis 
dress like Mary Pierce and Mary 
Joe Fernandez? 

Yeah I have to see how it looks on 
me But 1 think It looks good It's a 






little different. 



Sabatini is now getting mort aggrtssive on 
court and is in the process of tine tuning her game 


I ask because you have said, "It's 
Important that a woman player 
looks feminine. A woman player 
should show her body." 

Yes. It's very important because 
we're playing tennis, and sometimes 
they can say that it's a little bit 
masculine to play tennis, to be doing 
sports. So it's important to really look 
good and feminine. 

You endorse Head clothing, 
Yamaha racquets, Fuji cameras, 
Rayban sunglasses, Pepsi soft 
drinks, Aerolineas Argentinas, 
Gosen String and The Great 
American Doll Company, and 
you've launched three perfumes. 
Which endorsements mean the 
most to you? 

I'm really proud of having perfumes 
in my name. They're doing so well, 
especially in Germany. Also the 
(Gabriela Sabatini] doll and the book 
[her autobiography.] The book means 
a lot to me because it's for the kids, 
children. And I love children. That's 
one of my projects, now and in the 
future, to get more involved with 
them, to try to help and support them, 
especially when they are sick. 

You recently remarked that you 
wish your legs looked as good as 
the legs on your doll. 

Yeah. I said that (Laughter). 

You have a girad sense of 
humor. I don't think people know 
about it. 

Yeah. I have it with people that 1 
know more, people that are around 
me more. I make some jokes 
sometimes. 

In your autobiography you 
wrote that you love to sing and 
write songs. Please tell me what 
you sing and what songs you write. 

I've always loved music, and it's 
something that really makes me 
escape from what I'm doing. I love to 
sing very much. Nothing really heavy 
—pop music and soft rock in Spanish 
or English. I like to write poetry when 


I feel strongly about something, and 
that can tuin into a song. In the future 
—who knows?—maybe I'll do 
something with that. 

Where do you sing? 

Sometimes I sing in the shower. 
Sometimes when I'm in the car, I put a 
tape on and I start singing with the 
tape. If I'm with people I'm really 
familiar with, I sing a little for them. 

So you think after tennis you 
might have a singing career, like 
Yannick Noah? 

That's on my mind. That's one of 
the things I'd like to do. I don't know 


at what level. If it's going to be a song 
for myself, or really make an album 
and sell it, I don't know. 

Another activity you enjoy is 
riding motorcycl|es. What do you 
like most about them? 

What I like most about them is that I 
can really get away from everything. I 
don't need to go really fast. I can go 
really slow and just go away with my 
mind. It's a nice feeling to be on a bike. 
I think anybody who rides a bike 
thinks the feeling you get is wonderful. 

Is it true that you and Natalia 
Zvereva prefer motorcycles 
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"It makes me feel very good because if s luit want te invite the Fom IJMm Paul li\ ami 

about tennis, if s about somatbing else. If s deflnhely (actor^ Patrlok Swavie " 

about me, the woman.'^M... Sabatmi on being Sabatinioa wbomabewouldliketotnyRefbr 

told that she was the person Ravi Sbastri dinner 

would like to spend an evening with 


rather than courtesy cars at WTA 
Tour tournaments'’ 

(Lauyjhtcr) Yeah What I used to do 
lutort at tourrnmcnisisask foi a 
Yamaha — it sniy sponsor—to give 
me a hike But I don t do it any mote 
bteausc it could he itally dangerous 

Like many South American 
junior players in the 1980s,, you 
were taught to hit the ball like the 
great Guillermo Vilas, with heavy 
topspin That style succeeded for 
Vilas and was suited for clay But, 
do you think It fully brought out 
all your athletic talent and 
versatility'’ 

Yeah I think so Wchaveelay 
courts in Arge*ntina so we de velop 
more players lor c lay courts than for 
Other surfaces Today it sc hanging a 


little bit but still the players like to 
play more on clay Myself I started to 
play a lot of tournaments on 
hardcouits so that s why I got used to 
hardcourts and I really like it 

But with different grips and 
strokes, do you think you could 
have played a more dynamic, 
athletic game, like Navratilova's'’ 

With that heavy topspin it s more 
of a baseline game But there are still a 
lot of players who can go to the net 
andplay very well liherel But 
basically it s more like a baseline 
game 

During your career you have 
had several coaches Why did you 
pick Juan Nunez as your most 
recent coach*’ 


Because I knew him from before 
1 he year before I started to work with 
him I worked with him for a week He 
really knew my game what I needed 
to improve I really liked his ideas 
And that s why I wanted to give him a 
try 

How has coach Nunez helped 
you the most*’ 

He told me basically to be more 
aggressive on my shots really hit the 
ball hard and deep And work 
obviously on my serve a lot Also try 
to mix my shots up and use 
everything I have 

Nine or ten years ago you and 
Steffi Graf were pretty even. Why 
do you think Steffi then shot 
ahead of you? 




a w rybody aiw." ^ Sabatf ni 


We were playing a lot of matches 
against each other, and we were really 
close sometimes At the beginning she 
was beating me most of the time Then 
1 started to beat her quite a lot Around 
1992 when I started to get some really 
bad results I didn t know how to 
overcome these frustrations I lelt 
very frustrated and my mind was off 
[demoralized] a little bit then 

You receive hundreds of letters 
every week from fans and 
admirers from all over the world 
What do they write about? 

They say that they really love my 
game They like me a lot and say I m a 
nice person They wish me all the best 
in tennis and hope I will become No 1 

Do people write that they waht 


to marry you? 

I ve received some letters like that 
but not that many <Laughter) 

How many fan clubs do you 
have? 

I don t know I know I have a fan 
club in Argentina And there is a fan 
club in Berlin [Germany] too 

In a recent article by tennis 
writer Barry Wood,, you were 
quoted as saying that you thought 
you were going to die last year. 
Why did you say that? 

It s not that I thought that 
(Laughter) I just had bad feelings 
about things And I got really scared 
about things, about death I guess But 
1 didn't think 1 was really going to die 


Who are the three people you 
would most like to invite to 
dinner, if you could? 

J want to invite the Pope [John Paul 
II] and definitely [actor] Patrick 
Sway/e and the thud is a singer from 
home Valerie Lynch I rtally like 
these people a lot i would like [soccer 
superstar] Maradona there too I 
think he s a genius I know him a little 
bit and he s a nice person 

Two years ago in The Daily 
Telegraphin London, you said: 
would love to have someone 
special who really loves me for 
myself rather than who I 
am—^that is always a worry." 
Would you please explain what 
you mean'’ 

I think It s very clear I want 
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someone who really hkes me tor who I 
arn Someone who doesn t want to be 
with me because I am rich and famous 
and popular Someone who can 
understand what 1 do and can keep up 
with what I do 

In the same interview you also 
said: "I've never been in love, 
really. I'm looking forward to it. It 
must be a great feeling, but it 
hasn't happened to me yet." Since 
then, have you experienced being 
in love? 

Yeah I guess a little bit Yeah I m 
still wailing for the* person I m going to 
marry So I m really open to that I 
Ihink It s a great Icchng to be m love I 
really hope that I will find the right 
man and get married some day and 
have a family 

Can you say who you were in 
love with, or is that a secret? 

No lhaiisa totalsecret* (Laughter) 

You've said that "the most 
important thing in life is to be 
surrounded by people you care 
for, (people you love." Please tell 
30 


me why. 

Because that s your base Thai's 
what makes you feel good I ove is 
veryimponam And to have your 
family close and friends it s good to 
be with them to sfiare good and bad 
moments It s hard to do it by >ouiself 

Is religion important in your 
life? 

1 believe in God but I don i practise 
I rny religion] Its there It snot 
something I really follow 

Steffi Graf recently said that she 
would not object to a Joint No. I 
ranking with Monica Seles when 
she comes back. Do you agree 
with Steffi's position? 

It s important that Steffi says that 
because she s No 1 Monica would be 
very good for tennis So if she wants to 
come back 1 d be for giving her the co 
No flanking 

You have competed on the pro 
tour for 10 years and you recently 
turned 2S. Would you like to serve 
on the WTA Tour Board of 
Directors and help shape 
important policies? 


Yeah I've had the opportunity If 
you wish to be on the board, you can 
be there I'm not quite ready yet to do 
that If I have the time, which is 
probably the hardest thing, I would 
like to help women's tennis 

In Lesson Number 1 in your 
autobiography, you wrote: "On 
this first exercise you will learn to 
say something nice to another 
person." Why is this so vital for 
boys and girls to learn? 

It's good to learn because a lot of 
children have problems with that It's 
important to communicate to others 
the way you feel and to get those 
feelings out of yourself For children 
to hear this from me and my book, I 
think then they will start doing it So I 
think It s a good lesson for them 

Martina Navratilova said that 
she would like inscribed on her 
tombstone: "She served and 
volleyed her way through life." 
What would you like inscribed on 
your tombstone? 

The most important thing is to be a 
good person, a nice pet son And that's 
what I would like to hear people say 
about me Tennis is wonderful now 
But I m not going to play tennis 
forever Of course I d like people to 
say I was a great tennis player and a 
great fighter on the court But it's 
important to be a kind person too 

Did you know that Chris Evert 
called you the most popular 
player on the women's tour? 

She said that'^ 1 m very proud of 
that Ii s a very nice compliment, 
coming from her 

In 1989 you were ranked second 
In popularity in Argentina behind 
only the president. What did you 
think of that? 

1 think Maradona will probably be 
ahead of me now (Laughter) He's 
very, very popular I know I'm 
popular It's really nice that they love 
me there It's something very special, 
wherever I go in Argentina, between 
me and the people, I really need that 
sometimes. • 




Ict^S tnlk People say it's the kind of products we develop that has this effect 

^ . on us. But racing ahead of the times is what we've become famous for. 

aJjOtll lll0 Take for instance, the case of catalytic converter compatible engine oils, 
next fifteen* Fifteen years before catalytic converters made news, our SBRVO® 

engine oils which are catalytic converter compatible were already in use. 

Leaving history and competition behind for a moment, let's look at the next fifteen years. 

Here we foresee issues like natural resource depletion, pollution, and environment protection, 
occupying centrestage. 

Not surprisingly, we pioneered the launch of a series of eco-friendly and biodegradable lubricants 
for both the automotive and industrial sectors. Like Servo Kool, Servo Texshine, Servo Steerol, etc. 

For catofytic converters we hove Servo Super Series, Servo Superior XEE-SH, Maruti Genuine Oil 
Servo Superior FM, Servo Super .MG Series, Servo Superior FM Series, etc. 

So if you're concerned about the future, it's reassuring to know that somebody has had you in 
mind. Fifteen years ago. . 


iiRVIO^lUIIICANTS. A UTUE AHEAP OF TIME. WAY AHEAD OF COMFETITION. 
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Thomas 
Muster, 
Billie Jean 
King and 
Althea 
Gibson, the 
first black 
Wimbledon 
champion 
are some of 
the few 
tennis 
players 
who, when 
faced with 
enormous 
odds, dug 
deep within 
themselves, 
to get the 
strength to 
triumph 


BY DAVID 
McJylAHON. 
^lEfeSOURNE 



w y- OU could say Thomas Muster won 
/ the French Open by accideni. 

^ Literally, that is, judging by his 

iii. Australian Open semi-final 

performance in January 1989, he was always 
a determined sort of bloke. Two months later, 
as everyone knows, he was the victim of a 
drunk-driving mishap that left him unable to 
walk. 

Not long afterwards, with his left leg in a 
plaster cast from hip to ankle, he sat in a 
specially designed wheelchair on the baseline 
of a tennis court and belled balls across the 
net. His coach said it was the first time since 
the accideni that he had seen the light of battle 
return to Muster's eyes. 


Muster was, by no means, the first tennis 
player to be spurred on by adversity. The 
young Billie Jean King had to suffer the 
indignity of piano lessons instead of tennis. 
She saved her own nickels and dimes to buy 
her first racquet for the princely sum of $8. As 
a teenager, she was good enough to contest 
the national titles, but her parents could not 
afford to send her. 

Local tennis enthusiasts conducted a 
whip-around and found the money to enable 
her to travel three nights on a dusty train to 
Ohio. She made the quarters, but her most 
bitter disappointment came while watching 
the other girls leave by plane for the next 
tournament, in Philadelphia. Fighting back 




tears, she told her mother who had 
chaperoned her to the nationals. This is 
never going to happen to me again Either 111 
be good enough and get them to pav the 
money tor me or I don i want to come 

Another famous American Alice Marble 
had more than her fair share of adversity Her 
father died while she was very young and her 
brother Dan began siippoitiiig the family In 
19^0 she was good enough to play the 
Northwest and Canadian championships but 
ihe family could not afford to send her Then a 
mystery envelope arrived in the mail No 
signature No return address Jusi the money 
that enabled her to play the tournament and 
make her mark on the sport she would one 
day dominate 

She collapsed during the 1934 french 
championships and was told she was suffering 
from tuberculosis This diagnosis was later 
pioved wrong and she was told she had 
pleurisy complicated oy anaemia She would 
ru ver walk out on a tc nnis court again said 
the medical c xpeits 

It was two years before she proved them 
wrong Motivated by a letter from Hollywood 
actress Carole Lombaid she returned to the 
court m 1936 winning not just the singles 
title at the US championships but the mixed 
doubles as well She went on to win three 
more US singles titles between 1938 and 1940 

Althea Gibson the first black winner of a 
Wimbledon singles title (1957) grew up in 
Harlem She learnt to use her fists to defend 
herself from male gangs but was treated 
brutally at home by her father who wanted to 
turn her into a prizefighter, until women s 
boxing was made illegal He once punched his 
daughter in the face but she said later I was 
tough I wasn i afraid oi anybody not even 
him After she had won Wimbledon and 
received her trophy Irom the Queen she 
went home to a Harlem tickertapc parade 

Not everyone has touched glory though 
At the first post-War Wimbledon in 1946 
American Jack Kramer and Australian Dinny 
Pails were loini favourites for the title 
Kramer second seed, was beaten by Jaroslav 
Drobny in five sets but Pails made history of a 
different sort In an era long before courtesy 
cars were the norm, he lost his way on the 
London Underground—on his way to 
contest the men's singles final When he 
finally arrived at Wimbledon, the top seed 
was beaten in four sets by Yvon Petra, the last 
Frenchman to win there 

Which brings us back to Muster If he really 



A young Tkomat Muster 
After a devastating car 
accident Muster started 
practising in a specially 
designed wheelchair 


The author was undefeated at 
Wimbledon between 1981 and 1987 
mainly because he was in the press ba\ 
and not on the hallowed courts 


wanted to win Wimbledon where he has 
never won a match in four aiicmpis perhaps 
he should have tanked the French final 
against Michael Chang Winning the French 
Open and Wimbledon in ihc same year is 
something only five men (Budge Pally Tony 
Trabert Lew Hoad Rod I aver and Bjorn 
Borg) have achieved in the past 45 years • 
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TENNIS 

INDEX 


AMOUS person who sent 
^ 1930s British star Bunny 
Austin a letter alter a recent fall 
left him paralyzed at age 88: 
Mother Teresa. 

OVIE stars in the crowd 
^ \ ^ that Bobby Riggs bet—and 
won several thousand dollars 
from —during a professional 
match victory against then world 
No. 1 Don Budge: Clark Gable 
and Groucho Marx. 


HAT all-time great Bill 
» Tilden averred were the 
two assets that make a tennis 
player a gate attraction. 
Sportsmanship and a colorful 
personality. 


1 I O W tennis bails were stolen 
I I during matches on the third 
leg of the Indian Satellite Circuit 
in Ahmedabad: Monkeys in the 
trees around the club sometimes 
jumped down and took them. 


j HE most difficult period for an 
k athlete, according to 1976 
French and Italian Open 
champion Adriano Panatta: 'The 
moment you stop playing and 
start a new life." 


% HAT Chris Evert called 

V "the greatest feeling in the 

world": "Holding that 
[Wimbledon champion's] plate 
over your head." 


’ j HE biggest issue in 
* competitive sports, according 
to sports psychologist Dr. Jim 
Loehr: "Trying to figure out how 
to control nerves." 


v\ 


HAT really separated Boris 
^ Becker from the other 
players over the years, according 
to John McEnroe: "He is great on 
playing the big points." 


PROFESSIONAL SPORT 



\ DDRESS of Gabriela Sabatini 
Fan Club: c/o Ralf Niehaus, 
WerlerStr. 125, 59063 Hamm, 
Germany. 

W HAT Andre Agassi, who 
prefers not to have his 
obscenities heard, did every time 
he was near the television 
microphone during his recent 
AT&T Challenge final loss to 
Michael Chang: He disconnected 
it and threw it aside. 

N umber of the Top 
10-ranked U.S. men's 
college tennis players who are 
foreigners: 7. 

KTUMBER of languages in ^ 

1N which ATP Tour officials 
have a list of swear words to let 
them knowwhen players are 
insulting them: 15. 

epHB best way for athletes to 
1 stay Injury free, according to 
Dr. Bob Arnot's Guide to Turning 
Back Ae Clock: Cross training. 


f^"'HE only regret that Martina 
i Navratilova says she has: "I 
wish 1 had hired a coach earlier in 
my career." 

ORMER superstar who says 
"I have no complaints or any 
regrets". Jimmy Connors. 

N ' UMBER of media interview 
requests Thomas Muster 
received after winning the 1995 
Italian Open: 283. 

^ PEED limit on serves that 
^ Andre Agassi believes should 
be enacted: Serves faster than 
115 miles per hour should be 
ruled a fault. 

H OW captain Billie Jean King 
described her Fed Cup team 
which routed Austria 5-0 and 
was composed of Mary Joe 
Fernandez, Amy Frazier. Gigi 
Fernandez and Martina 
Navratilova: "Two quiet ones and 
two maniacs:" 


VVl 


* HY Ev^^^k^gong 
believedl^^^^^ 
semifinal against^^^Pl^ert was 
one of the lousiest^er played at 
Wimbledon: Because "both Chris 
and I had the worst day of our 
periods." 


i \ ; HERE the second match 
V V between South Africa and 
host Norway had to be played in a 
1964 Davis Cup tie after 
anti-apartheid demonstrators 
raided the stadium court and 
refused to leave: In secret on a 
private court. 

ORMER superstar who still 
1 ^ sometimes practises with 
wooden rackets: John McEnroe. 


\ LL-TIME great Suzanne 
.Lenglen's superstition when 
she played Wimbledon: she had a 
gold bangle and a monkey's paw. 

n'^HE last year that Britain's 
1 Davis Cup team won a tie; 
1991. 

Compiled by Paul Fein 
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Firrari 

% N Italy, apart from Catholiasm 

A there are two other religions 

^ namely Calcio (soccer) and Ferrari. 

And the prayers of its millions of 
disaples who are collectively known 
as the tifosi has ensured that Ferrari 
has become a household name not 
just in Italy but in the world 

The credibility of Ferran as a car 
manufacturer has never been in 
question What they did need, 
however, was a good performance on 
the Formula One circuit in order to 
ensure that their image did not take a 
battering at the international level 
Ferran were always strong contenders 
but the black horse (which is their 
trademark logo) did not start prancing 
till the 1995 Grand Prix season 

While it IS true that Damon Hill and 
Schumacher have bagged the most 
number of wins this season—and 
even last year when all but two of the 
Grand Prix races were won by these 
two—It IS becoming increasingly 
evident that Ferran is no longer part of 
the also rans group among the 
competitors The first signs of life that 
followed their resurrection was 
Gerhard Berger's win at Hockenheim 
last year, to ease the pain since Alain 
Prost gave Ferran their last glut of 
viaories m 1990 But Prost did not 
win the championship that year, he 
lost It in an inglonous incident in 
Japan to Senna 


This year, however, the script 
changed once more when Jean Alesi 
powered home for his first ever Grand 
Pnx win in Canada last month Pnor 
to that, in Imola, Alesi and Berger 
finished second and third respectively 
to ensure that the celebrations should 
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begin. And the tifosi celebrated for so 
long that for a while everybody forgot 
that Damon Hill had won the race. 

W ITH due respect to the 

dnvers though it must be 
mentioned, however, it's 
the Ferrari cars that are worshipped 
paore than the drivers. The faa that 
tons stand on top of their own cars or 
truck cabs during their lunch time, 
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just to watch a Ferrari in a test session 
is a case in point. There are 450 
officially sanctioned Ferran 
supporter's clubs, all but a handful of 
them are dotted around Italy with 
offshoots as far as Canada, Brazil, 
Argentina and Australia; but not 
Great Britain. 

Italians in general put a lot of 
emphasis on tradition almost to the 
put of being insular. And that was 


torrarTt eoBMllMlr lim JaM AlasI • m 
allar ha had waa Ma flial pala paaite 
darhig Iha ^ NalhMi 8P 

exactly the way Emm Ferrari, the 
company's larger than life founder, 
ran it till his death in 1986. 

Time was when you did not get 
through the from door of the Ferrari 
headquarters in Maranello unless 
your name ended with an "i". But 






FERRAfU IN THE '95 FORMOU ONE 
CIRCUIT 


I, BXAZILLANGP 
a. ARQBmWlANGP 

i. SANMAKINOOP 

4. SPANISH<» 

5. MONACO GP 
4. CANADIAN 6P 


: BcijiRMrfRitllicd Olid while AIrN 4^^ 

: AleNflDhittdMN:Rh4whtfeD4iferfin^ 

sixth 

: AledfinishedieoondwhlleBeigerhnif^ 
tfaltd 

: Betgrr finished ihiidiiHiReAleN did 
not figure 

; BeigerfinbhedthinlndiUeAlesldSd 
not figure 

: Aledfiidshedlirst while Berger <fid 
not figure 


Peneri leads the Constructors Championships with Benetton Renault atN 
V^fiOlaini Renault coming at second and third position 
Alesi is currently third In the Drivers ranUi^ > five pfdnts behind second 
placed Damon B9U (39 points) and first placed Schumacher (34 points). 
Aled's teammate Berger is fourth. 

hi 1994Bergerwas ranked third fii the Drivers Championships rarddngs 
and Alesi was at fifth posltkm. hi'94 Ferrari were placed third in the 
Ctmstructors chanqiionship rankings 
l^pdated till tl» Canadian GP 


Ferran has gone truly mtemational 
since then True, the cars are still red 
m colour But take 1995, for example 
In the Ferran team the chief designer, 
John Barnard is Enghsh, engine guru 
Obamu Goto is Japanese, team 


direaor Jean Todt is French and the 



racmg advisor IS an Austrian As Todt 
himself comments, "Ferran initially 
had been too nationally minded The 
English teams are no good at speaking 
foreign languages, but they are very 
good at using foreigners and their 
expertise Ferran had to learn from 
that ' 

v“|*^HERE was once a time when 

I Ferran had lost Its direaion The 

A company was in the red and 
there was a subsequent takeover by 
the house of Fiat Butin 1991 they 
regained signs of life when Luca di 
Montezemello, the brain behind Itaha 
'90, took overall charge He brought 
back former ace Niki Lauda as advisor 
and Ferran, which was so far suffermg 
from tunnel vision, staned to look 
cosmopolitan 

Jean Todt sums up these deasions 
saying, "we were reachmg the stage 
when we were m danger of becoming 
the spon's laughing stock We were 
the team that had every thing—except 
awmnmgchance "Itwasasad 
FMrwl fam an a awtl at aay Gnai FrtN, 
aa aala|4ialrw4 R agawNliRiaFWwilapabol 
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comineniary for a team which is not 
only the most famous in motor racing 
but also the best funded And another 
thing that f errari had got foi the m 
(that not many other teams ha\e) was 
the unwavering loyalty of their fans 
and drivers Over the last few years 
however Ferrari have initiated a 
rc naissance of sorts and things really 
began to take shape when at the 
msisienie of Niki I auda they lined 
Austrian racing ace (lerhard Berger 
Berger had pist finished a stint with 
McLaren and his mind was brimming 
with advanced ideas Berger was 
initially quite surprised at the lev el of 
inefficiency that ruled the company 
lie also he came aware that though 
Ferraii s symbol was the prancing 
horse the lack of hotse power was one 
ol Ferrari s principal problems 
Keeping these problems n mind 
Berger who had more than a free hand 
in the company s promotional 
endeavours flew to Tokyo and 


approached Honda, who were by then 
out of racing To Berger's surprise, the 
company president Nobohika 
Kawamoto said yes to Berger's 
proposal without even batting an 
eyelid 

It was a move that paid dividends 
And even though Ferran denies that 
any such technical cc^llaboration 
evei took place their engine 
programme took a liiin for the better 
The Jigsaw that was Ferrari soon 
began to take shape with Bernard 
operating from Surrey Goto working 
on engine development and two high 
profile drivers in Alcsi and Berger 
And with Jean Todt coming in as 
racing director the picture was finally 
complete 

As Berger says Okay I was able to 
bring some links in the chain to 
Ferrari but I couldn t join them 
together That s what Todt has done 
and Ferrari is now working as a team 
for the first time 


And this was made evident when 
Berger was in Hockenheim last year 
and both he and Alesi put in a couple 
of championship threatening finishes 
this year In Montreal, which is 
predominantly a French speaking 
city Alesi experienced the release of 
the n/osi's anguish for the first time in 
many years In fact, he was so 
overwhelmed when he realised he 
was going to win a grand pnxrin his 
91st attempt, he had to scold himself 
to stop crying He said "So many 
times in the past people came up to me 
and said 1 was going to win, but 
cverytime something happened " 

But when Alesi finally stood up on 
the victory podium in Canada, 
spraying champagne on the half 
crazed crowd, the reality that he had 
won finally dawned And when he 

1995 hat teen a rajuvaaation of Farrari't 
fortunas Hare thair two drivors Joaa Alosi 
(loft) and Garhard Bargar (riglit) flank winner 
Damon Hill at San Marino oarlior this yoar 
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Hm Ferrari team in action at a pit Stop during » > 

this year's Spanish Grand Prix 


dosed his eyes to savour the success 
what formed in his thoughts was the 
image of a prancing horse its nostrils 
Haring as though it were impatient to 
start another lace The Ferrari horse 
was ready for competition and a 
successful Ferrari team is essential for 
the long term well being of Formula 
One racing 

The name Ferrari stands for more 
than a fancy car more than merely a 
FI racing team 1 errari is a tradition A 
tradition that once made them the 
most feared racing team in the world 
with a record eight world 
( (instructors Championships (1961 / 
64/75/76/77/79/82/83) A tradition 
that now makes them the most 
successful racing team in the world 
with 105 victories (one ahead oi 
McLaren) a tradition that makes you 
and me want to drive a I errari 

By the way have you driven one 
lately'^ 
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Complaints arise against the 
West Indian cricket captain as he 
is put before the firing squad by 
his people after a debutant helps 
England uncork the champagne 
at Lord's 


FROM ROBIN CHATTERJEE. LONDON 

f • sp> here seems to be a son of a witch hunt being 
I conducted in the world of team ^pons. The 
JL premise of those who are conducting it is very 
simple: get the captain. And this pian has been put into 
action on more than one occasion. 

It does, however, have a particular relevance to the 
strait Jacketed worid of cricket which explains why 
captains get the sack each time their team fails to do 
well. Even though cridcet is a team effort, the man who 
is always held responslUe for the team's failure is 
always the skiiq)er. 

There is one team, however, that has not faced this 
common problem for more than a decade until 
recently: the West Indies. The faa that each of their 
captains was handed down a rich legacy'and all he had 
to do, with the firepower that was made available to 
him, was to keep his team's unbeaten streak intact. 

For the most part, that was not a problem. The West 
Indies were a team, yes. But within the team they had 
Individual geniuses, the sort that had the aura of being 
programmed to kill. But that was till Ridiie Richardson 
gotthejob. And suddenly, every captain seems to be . 
fancying his chanm against the once invincible 
Wtndles. MaricTaylor himself set the dice ndling when 
he captained Australia'to a historic 2-1 win over the 
West indies recently and that too on dteir turf. 

The defeit, needless to say, wasndtweUtakenby^ 
lest of tlwillands. The West Indians, weffaiwiirc oftl^ 
spoitess Test cricket reopnL areesscntial|)f'ini.lnseeine 
lot.tljwy.knewthMthedayottcckotriti|i[;^^ . 
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sooner or later. And when it did, shock gave way to 
anger and they soon started to question their captain's 
leadership qualities. Their 'Richie' had not quite lived 
up to the spotless record of 'Viv' and 'Clive'. 

He had failed. 

t > ut he was forgiven. The selectors were led to 
I > believe that Richardson could redeem himself if he 
were to skipper a series against England, contemporary 
Test cricket's favourite whipping boys'. True enough, 
the Windies won the first of a six Test series in enrfphatic 
style at Headingley but the damage started at Lord's 
when the West Indies, who were cruising safely on the 
last day, got'Cork scrcwed'by an unknown bowler 
named Dominic Cork. Suddenly Dominic had come to 
be known as "Champagne Cork" 

Cork, it must be mentioned, is the only English 
player to take seven wickets on a Test debut this 
century. But to be a little unfair to him and to his effort, 
Cork did not actually have to do very much to take 
those wickets since the West Indies gave it to him on a 
platter. Needless to say, Cork is England's newest hero. 
Bowling with a quiet determination that bordered on 
silent rage, Cork only proved yet again the West Indian 
batsmen were more than fallible. 

To add salt to his already festering wounds following 
the defeat in the second Test, Richardson himself got 
out for a duck,a faa that makes a very pertinent 
statement that his present lethargic condition is not 
doing anything to help lift the morale of his team. 

In order to dwell on his spectacular failures, it would 
be necessary to mention that Richardson's 
appointment for this current tour looked curious, not 
only on cricketing but also on medical grounds. 
Richardson departed from his commitment to 
^ ’ Yorkshire last year with what was diagnosed as 'acute 
health syndrome'. And his subsequent renewal of 
contract as captain is full of risks. 

Not that he didn't have the credentials. At the age of 
’, 33, with a Test average of 40, Richardson enjoys a high 

reputation but a low profile. In spite of having an 
^ introverted personality, he managed to exercise the 
»V ghost of the brash image of the Richards' era and settled 
down to try and emulate the staggering record of 
; Richards' predecessor, Clive Lloyd. It was perceived in 
^ - the West Indies that the quiet country boy with the gold 
V. jewellery and trademark maroon hat was going places 
and to add to his reputation was Richardson's awesome 

- ^ form with the bat. 

Things started to go astray, however, as soon as he 
. landed on the starchy boundaries of Yorkshire in order 
to fulfill his county obligations. The run-machine was 

- going through a period of paucity. Richardson's mother 
^ expired, his child fell seriously ill and his business back 

home became difficult. All this added to the wave of 
burnout that was enveloping his very being. 

"CkaiNiMgM Coffc" \m gIvM Englltli erlekei a Iraah Imm of INo 


R ichardson's physical problems were highlighted 
last spring when Yorkshire, following a request 
made by the West Indies board, sent Richardson 
to St. Mary's, London. St. Mary's, it must be noted, has 
won worldwide acclaim for its work on stress related 
injuries. Following intense tests, St. Mary's suggested 
that Richardson should forget about cricket for a while, 
which is why Richardson opted out of the team during 
the tours to India and New Zealand last winter. 

Following Richardson's unavailability, the captaincy 
was offered to Counney Walsh on the grounds that it 
was a temporary allotment. Walsh, however, made 
more than a suitable impression on these two tours. In 
the interim, Richardson was given the option of getting 
into the groove and playing his way back into form, 
which he immediately did by scoring three centuries in 
Red Stripe matches and indicating that he was ready for 
selection and subsequently, the captaincy. His plans, 
however, fell flat on his face when the West Indies lost 
the series at home to Australia, the so-called unofficial 
world champions of Test cricket. And this re-activated 
the gossip of critics who more than once suggested that 
he should be replaced by Walsh. People now say that 
Richardson is still suffering from that strange disease. 
Doctors have diagnosed it as 'acute fatigue syndrome', 
in their research and there is a passing mention of it in 
modern-day American literature. 

What Richardson needs at the 
moment is to be free of the burden 
of captaincy which in turn could 
give him complete freedom to prove 
his abundant talent 

For those people who have come across this 
condition in their day-to-day lives, they are smart 
enough to understand that once the disease strikes, the 
patient is asked to withdraw slowly from decision 
making responsibilities. And in a situation like this, 
Richardson would have been well advised to remove 
himself from the captaincy and to start concentrating 
on his day-to-day life. 

A las, the West Indian cricketer has, for a long 
time, been a sucker for fame and Richardson— 
in spite of his mild demeanour—is no different. 

But what Richardson needs at this moment is to be free 
of the burden of captaincy which in turn, could give 
him complete freedom to prove his abundant talent to 
the cricketing world. 

If he continues to be an unsuccessful skipper then 





CowtiMy Walfli it bting looktd at at an aHarnativa having alraady 
lad tha taam on twa taugh tauri of Naw Zaaland and India 


there will be no chance for a redemption. And to 
Richardson's disadvantage, the island nations of the 
Caribbean, with their chief commercial import being 
cricket, seem to know the inherent difference between 
a good cricketer and a bad skipper. For all practical 
purposes, all they are interested in, is winning. 
Whether or not the captain personally performs, is not 
a criteria at all. 

Richardson, however, as a professional cricketer, is 
equally aware that he has to personally perform, while 
at the same time leading the team to a win. The two 
tasks are separate but equal and Richardson cannot 
afford to rock the boat. # 






Robin Chatterjee writes 
from London on. the 
remarkable comeback of 
the West Indian fast 
bowler who at one time 
was considered The 
Fastest In The World 
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could read. "All for one and for all " 

So imagine the surprise of the 
cncketing world when one West 
Indian fast bowler decided to take a 
little detour from the tradition and the 
theatrics that are so commonplace m 
the world of sport And that is exactly 
what Ian Bishop did when he 
celebrated the first of his seven 
wickets that signified his professional 
resurrection after spending years in 
exile 

Picture a West Indian fast bowler 
sliding down on his knees hands 
raised eyes turned heavenward 
offering a word of silent ihanks to 
some greater power that contrived to 
make all this possible These are 
scenes that are more fitting with a 
Woild Cup football Final and not with 
the capturing of a Test wicket 

The West Indian fast bowler is by 
all accounts a proud individual who 
believes that he and he alone is 
resjionsible tor his talent Maybe at 
one time Ian Bishop could be 
forgiven for entertaining such 
individualistic thoughts But when 
you are making your third 
international comeback to Test 
cricket then you have nobody to 
thank but the good Lord Himself 


WEST Indian bowler 
broke a long standing 
tradiuon recently, while 
his country atteniptt d to 
grind the face of English cricket in the 
hrst Test in Headmgley 
You see, every time a West Indian 
fast bowler takes a wicket he. after 
allottmg a couple of seconds for his 
own personal celebration, will almost 
always lumber up to his colleagues 
and carry out the time honoured high 
fives and chest thumps to signify 


solidanry This traditional ritual is one 
that all West Indian fast bowlers 
adhere sinctly to as if signifying that 
they are one family, whose motto 


It IS his total and abiding faith m 
God that has actually brought him 
through Wes Hall the West Indian 
team manager fellow fast bowler and 
himself a born again Christian said ol 
Bishop Bishop it should be 

mennoned ms playing his first Test 

after nearly two and a half years —the 
second interruption to a promising 
career that has been marred by that 
most common of diseases that fast 
bowlers suffer from stress fracture of 
the vertebrae Bishop puts things 
into perspective when he says. God 
has always been an importani part of 
my life, and I believe that once I stay 


"God has always been an important part of my life 
and I believe that once I stay within His will, He 
won't lead me where He cannot provide for 
me"..Bishop 
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"You think that's not too bad and you feel you can 
get back. When it happens a second or third time, you 
hope for the end not to come, but in the back of your 
mind you are thinking you may never get back." 
_ ...Bishop 


Within His will He won l lead me 
where He eannot provide tor me 
Apart from Bishop there are a 
couple oi oihei pc ople who are 
thanking ihc I oid for his return 
namely the selectors and skipper 
Ruble Richardson for as his sc ven 
wickct peiformaiicc m the first Test at 
Headinglt y sujjgests he has made a 
hi^; differs rue to the attack as support 
toi C ouriney Walsh and Curilty 
Ambrose the latter himself 
through a tonfidence crisis following 
ihe series against Australia Lnglish 
skipper Michael Atherton summed 


up Bishop's contribution thus "he 
bowls more consistently than the two 
Benjamins and he makes the ball 
swing He even took four wickets at 
I ord s a Test the Windies batsmen 
gifted away to England 
The fact is that Bishop's entire life 
underwent a quick change during his 
days in the wilderness Once regarded 
as the fastest bowler in cricket, his 
injuries not only took four precious 

Ian Bishop calsbratas Hick's dsporturs in ths 
first Tost with tsammstss Arthurton. 
Richardson and Camphall 


years, out of his cricketing life, they 
also forced him to alter his bowling 
aaion—^which was classically side-on 
when he made his debut for the West 
Indies in 1988 By the time the first of 
his two stress fractures hit him in 
1991, he had at the age of 23, taken 59 
wickets in 11 Tests at a mere 29 runs 
each 

Today, though this former speed 
demon is convinced that God is 
influencing his daily time table, he is 
also kind enough to credit a couple of 
fellow human beings with his 
comeback in this case, his wife and 
family "When it happened the first 
time, I was 23," Bishop reminisced 
"And you think that's not too bad and 
you feel you can get back When it 
happens a second or third time, you 
hope for the end not to come, but in 
the back of your mind youl are 
thinking you may never get back " 
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The decision that he made 
following the first injury was not a 
wise one. Bishop, in a fit of 
overexuberancc, returned in 1992 for 
the World Cup in Australia. What 
actually followed was another 
breakdown and more pain. This 
resulted in him spending some lime in 
Perth receiving treatment and 
valuable advice from Dennis Lillee. 
The former Australian fast bowler 
who is familiar in dealing with bad 
backs, suggested that Bishop alter his 
action, which became even more 
pronounced following the second 
stress fracture which afflicted him and 
kept him out of the Barbados Test 
against Pakistan in 1993, till January 
when he came back to captain 


Trinidad. 

Bishop reminisces about his days of 
recovery, "Dennis told me I had to be 
more open chested, to look deeper 
inside the left arm as opposed to 
looking outside it and that I had to try 
to land the right foot pointing down 
the pitch as opposed to parallel to the 
crease. That took a lot of pressure off 
the back by reducing the twisting." 

Today, a re-modelled Bishop has 
retained the ability to swing the ball 
away from the left hander and though 
his pace is not what it used to be, he is 
still sharp enough. Part of this reason 
is attributed to the fact that he is a big 
and powerful man who stands at 6 ft. 

5 in. 

The change in bowling action has 


'To suddenly have to change something I did for 10 
years to something else means that my rhythm can 
go quite quickly when I get tired."....Bishop 


not been a smooth transition for 
Bishop and he testifies saying. "To 
suddenly have to change something I 
did for 10 years to something else, 
means that my rhythm can go quite 
quickly when I get tired, and then I'd 
tend to spray the ball all over the 
place." 

But the years of constant hard work 
during his rehabilitation has made 
Bishop into something of a 
perfectionist. And he really gets mad 
at himself when he drags a Ifall down 
leg side or pitches it too.short. He then 
stands in the middle of the pitch and 
openly chastises himself for coming 
up short. He is also trying to be more 
patient with himself, a 
quality he has developed during his 
days spent in exile. He realises that 
there is no use in trying to hurry 
things now. Everything has to be done 
at its own pace. 

And as he joins the team's usual 
communal pre-match prayers in the 
dressing room on the day of a match, 
Ian Bishop sends his thanks to his 
Maker with a special fervour. For he 
now knows that the Force is with him. 
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QUESTIONS 


What famou^i scene 
from the 

Mahahharata is depicted 
on the Arjuna Award 
Trophy^ 

To whom IS the 
Raghurainaiah 
Trophy awardc d ^ 

In rugby which two 
countries compete for 
iht ( aleiitta Cup^ 

What IS the PgyP^ 
e up^ 

Answer to Q No 7 







Answer to Q No 2 

1 he world 

champions of which 
game are awarded the 
Be rmuda Bowl 

Whai trophy is 
awarded for the 


n H RCAff ■> o 


With which game is 
the Stanley Cup 
associated"^ 

Name the first 
winner of the 
Golden Boot Award for 
burope s leading goal 
scorer"^ 

Between which 
teams are Ryder Cup 
matches in golf played*^ 

Name the only 
Indian recipient 
of the Olympic Gold 
Order ^ 


ANSWERS 


This is TOE STANLSyct^ 
ouys Don’t ftsoRE 
HERE! 





1. The scene depicts the Draupadi 
Swayamwara where Aijuna is shown 
aiming an arrow at a revolving fish abo\ c by 
looking into a waterpool below 

2 The winners of the one day cnckct match 
between the Lok Sabha and the Rajya Sabha 

3 Lngland and Scotland 

4. It is a symbol of friendship and peace 
awarded to the country hosting the world 
table tennis team championships 

5. Contract Bridge 

6. Sir Trank Worrel Trophy 

7. Ice hockey It is awarded to the winner of 
the North American League 

8. Eusebio during 1967 68 

9. USA and Europe 

10 The late Prime Minister Indira Gandhi, in 
1983 for her contribution to the organisation 
of the 1982 New Delhi Asiad 
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CAPSOUS 
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Mulk, onliow 
gJH baiwvtmf'rimei 


|||||« Vigour and vitality. Strength and 
^2 stamina. Quick action through the 
potent power of 

^'“'‘^uveda. Nature's gift for sure-fire 

f ' vitality and strength. 

\n Ayurvedic combination of 
44 precious herbs end 
minerals, such as Amber, 
Keshar, Moti, Swama - 
Makshik, Abhrak Bhasma and pure 
Shilajit. A unique formulation, once 
used by Rajas, Maharajas and 
Nowabs. All in each power-pocked 
303 capsule. 

That's 303. It helps to reduce 
mental and physical fatigue. 
And to restore your stamina. 

Go for it. Keep ht. Today! 


A A Trusted NeffTv in Ayunvtia 
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BALL? 


FROM ROBIN 
CHATTERJEE, 
WIMBLEDON 


more significance when it is achieved 
under difficult circumstances, and on 
this front, power does not help. 

The 1994 Wimbledon men's final 
was a case in point. To say that the 
match between Ivanisevics and 
Sampras was a turn-off would be an 
understatement. The points were 
played so quickly that only 6.15 
million viewers watched it on TV as 
op{M>sed to 17.3 million people who 


TB’faarlflnr S 


r 

tuned in 1980 to watch the 


Borg-McEnroe epic. 

It was not surprising then that the 


Stewards of the All England Club sat 


down to conduct some hectic, indepth 

ter 

meetings. It seemed that m the course 
of their discussions they arrived at the 
most-relevant possible diagnosis. The 
answer? Balls! 


WimUedan '95 saw 
the mtmdMiction of 
softer bans with an 
inteutkm to increase 
raHiesJuring games. 
BatbSgservers 
and sag/er hi-tech 
rackets continue to 
power dteir way 
Utroojfhntegame 


VEN though he did not 
belong to the Prince 
Graphite or Wilson Hammer 
generation. Dr. Henry 
Kissinger once remarked that Tower 
is the great aphrodisiac'. And if that be 
true, then the chances are that 
professional teimis today is suffering 
from a hormonial imbalance. If it 
wasn't overdosing on power, then 
how can one explain the occasional 
commissions on curtailing and 
committees formed to help slow down 
the game? 

To be fair to tennis, asa sport it is 
supposed to entertain its fans and 
power here is a vital component. 
Having accepted that argument, 
however, there is also a flip side. 
Victory in any sport has that much 


They were being served too quickly, 
too skilfully and with too much 
accuracy, aided of cxiurse by sci-fi 
rackets. A decision was taken to 
reduce the pressure inside the 31,200 
Dunlop-Slazenger balls by about 3.6 
per cent. The reasoning behind this 
was that reduaion of pressure would 
cause a softer bounce and this meant 
that service speeds reached by the big 
servers could be reduced by lOmiles 
an hour. Significantly, with serve 
speeds going down, the rallies were 
meant to increase, at least that is what 
All England Club chief executive 
Chris Gornnge and referee Alan Mills 
argued. 

Alas, the experiment was only good 
till it was put into practice. Sure 
enough, it failed to throw up any 
positive results during Wimbledon. 

•We caimot be cornplacent,” 
offered Mr Gorringe, ‘we did research 
on three fronts—rackets, balls and 
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the surface. The introduction of these 
new baUs will establish whether or not 
such changes will add to the appeal of 
men's tennis.” 

Sadly for the oiganisers* the 
experiment failed to throw up any 
results during the tournament. A 
survey conducted by IBM showed 
that in the men's tournament, where 
service was as dominant as ever, with 
the ball-holder winning an average of 
65.2 per cent of points, as opposed to 
the average since 1991 of 65.1 per 
cent. In fact, a serve of 134 mph was 
docked within two days play. Small 
wonder then that ace-server, Goran 
Ivanisevic commented that, ”rm still 
going to hit my 20 or 30 aces per 
match, even if they make us play with 
water balls.” 

And whoever said that these balls 
were hard? The ball girl who got 
lashed on the head by an angry Tim 
Henman can testify to that; Henman 
was subsequently disqualified from 
the tournament. But hard ball or soft, 
Pete Sampras puts the issue into 
perspective by saying that, ”It's not a 
problem for me and guys like Boris 
and Goran. 1 don't care what you put 
in our hands—we are still going to hit 
aces on grass. The bottomline is that 
when you have two big serve and 
volley players on grass, there won't 
be long rallies." 

And IBM only confirmed Sampras' 
statements by showing an analysis of 
every pcnnt played on the six show 
courts. It was determined that rallies 
were short, and serves just as fast as in 
the previous four years. As far as 
serves were concerned the Kafelnikov 
—Ivanisevic quarter final took on 
shades of a slumber party. It wasalsoa 
match in which Ivanisevic served 33 
aces. 

As far as the Dunlop-Slazenger balls 
are concerned, it was opined that 
every component used in its 
manufacture—the rubber core, the 
chemicals involved, the felt cover— 
can affect the speed and bounce, along 
with its weight and air pressure at the 
centre. What could be hurrying the 
bails along its flight path, however, is 
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Ike «ltta modem tennis rackets. And 
saAf nothing can be done here for 
fwof legal oomplhations with the 
mannfactareis. 

Backet technology was being fully 
tatiBrnd even in the women's section 
at Whnbiedon this year where the 
Gemic Court witnessed the 
faaestserveof the decade, tuned at 
115 So much for balls 

Soon enough, 'aces' will rob the 
aeaheiics out of tennishut there IS 
ih iniinly something exating about it 
The answer to this problem therefore, 
■esinnckets and not just m tennis 


Sadty for the organisers, 
the experiment failed to 
throw up any results during 
the tournament. A survey 
conducted by IBM showed 
that in the men's 
tournament, where service 
was as dominant as ever, 
with the ball-holder 
winning an average of 65.2 
per cent of points, as 
opposed to the average 
since 1991 of 65.1 percent. 
In tact, a serve of 134 mph 
was clocked within two 
days play 


Entikiiiig racket technology IS a 
tfaeoiy that is being currently 
advoGUedby Jertin McEnroe* Fat Cash 
aodMaitiiiaNavratUova who says* 
hawe no rallies anymore because 
the radocts are too powerful * 

In ondiiskm therefore* while it is 
trae that rackets roday are a result of 
emhnion and a sport ought to change 
in oadcr ID lefehct the tiiiies in which it 
is playeiL on the flip side* it is slowly 
bciqgMDcpied that if equipment 
beewnes the key to success* then the 
sprat loses its personality andheart. 

Maybe in Older to tackle both 
p robl ems together* the All England 
dub should change its court surface 
bran grass to that A. # 





iilllliKtj 


A MOCKERY OF 

ARTHUR CARDOZO takes a humaurous look ai the serki 
especiaPy in grass court tennis 


CEKTRE COURT 
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QUESTION: Do you want to give 
us your version of events out 
there, Jeff? 

JEFFTARANGO; Well, things were 
pretty crazy, and I have a lot of basis 
for what Vm saying. It's a long, long 
story, rd like to keep as little people 
involved as possible, bui I'm afraid it's 
going to be a little hit bigger than that, 
and I'm sorry that things happened, 
but I don't feel that a player has any 
defence these days in getting some 
kind of justice when things go wrong 
against him. Apparently nobody 
wanted to help me today, so I had to 
just stand up for what I believe in. 
Could you be a little bit more 
specific ? 

Well, I don't know what you've 
picked up on already, but I'm sure the 
tapes are going back. In October of '93, 
two people that I was acquainted with 
at the lime came to me and told me 
that Mr Rebeuh, after having drinks at 
the courts, told them that he was 
friends with a few players, very good 
friends, after he gave them matches. 

And with that I went to the official 
at the tournament. Well, then I didn't 
think anything of it and I said, you 
know, that's his business. Then he 
was in the chair against me, against a 
player who I felt he gave the match to, 
and so I went to the supervisor and 
told him that I did not think he should 
be officiating in the chair and I told 
him the story, and it was taken to a 
higher up official. And they said that 
they would investigate into it, but the 
person was his best friend and they 
didn't really go into it much, but they 
agreed that he would never be in my 
chair again if 1 didn't put things in 
writing. And today the same 
supervisor was there at the beginning 
of the match that I had brought the 
issue up with. And then in the middle 
of the match he changed posts and he 
was no longer the supervisor for that 
court, and, when I called for him to 
come out to the court to discuss the 
problems, that I felt the official had 
made very errant decisions, 1 got 

Mf Tarango may hava a hitlory of fines on the 
tear. But many fait tha ampifs ovarraactad this 


negated. They said that he was not on 
the court any more, that he could not 
come out and that my problem was 
not serious enough to stop play to 
discuss. 

Are you saying, to be straight up, 
that the umpire or the supervisor 
is throwing a match or being 
biased against you or other 


players? 

Well, I'm saying that particular 
umpire has been known by, not just 
myself, but by a few other people, 
including the supervisor's wife and 
the supervisor himself, to give 
matches to particular players, and I 
don't think it's right. I don't think he 
should be working. 
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rTTAKESTWO 

TO TA(RA)NGO 

Extracts from the sensational interview with 
Jeff Tarango after his controversial walk out 


at Wimbledon 

Jeft are you saying that the 
umpire today had deliberately 
helped opponents against you foi* 
financial gain ? 

Not against me; against other people. 
For financial gain ? 

I don't know, I don't think it's 
financial gain. I think it's lust to gain 
friendship. I think the guy is a real 
loser. 

Is the umpire a personal friend of 
your opponent Alexander Mronz, 
do you think 7 

I don't know. 

But do you think that today he 
was specifically helping that 
particular opponent in a match 
against you ? 

I think he was definitely against me, 
because of the things that I had 
brought up to his friends in the past. 
Who were the friends in the past 
you think he helped ? 

Well I can't really say at this time, 
because I would well I mean Marc 
Rosset, for sure. I'm afraid that I will 
probably never hear the end of this, 
but that's what I have definite 
witnesses to, and that 1 can 
substantiate under oath. 

What specific matches are you 
referring to over the years, please 7 
I don't know the exact matches. I just 
know that his direa quote was that, 
"Marc Rosset is a very, very good 
personal friend of mine, ever since I 
have given him matches," and he 
then said that, "Other players"—he 
didn't give any other names "are also 
my friends because of the same 


reason." 

Why did you go out to begin with, 
Jeff 7 Why did you go out on the 
court to begin with when you 
knew he was In the chair 7 

Because I looked at the supervisor and 
he told me Just now that that's why he 
was there, before the match, because 
he wanted to reassure me that 
nothing would happen during the 
match and that, if something did 
happen, that he would be there, 
because in the meantime Bruno had 
come up to me and said that he is very 
sorry for anything that's happened in 
the past and that he hopes that he can 
put everything behind us and that 
everything would be okay, but that 
was a year and a half ago, and I don't 
know what he's done since then. But 
it seems to me in the last two years 
he's just been getting bigger and 
bigger as an official and I don't know 
why he was in my chair. Alan Mills, he 
will say he doesn't know why, and I 
have no clue at all why he was in my 
chair in probably the biggest match in 
my life so far. 

There was a report that your wife 
had approached the chair umpire7 
I don't know. I left the court, 
obviously. I was not... 

Do you know anything about 
that7 

I hope she stood up for herself when 
people are yelling at her to... 

MRS TARANGO (of French 
nationality): I turned to Mr Rebeuh, 
because I want to do something 
against him, yes, because if we cannot 


have correaion by the authority, I 
think 1 can walk out to him and say the 
truth to him and say exaaly what I 
think. He speaks French, as 1 do, and 1 
think it's not fair that this keeps 
happening and happening all the time. 
There was a report that you 
slapped him. Is that correct 7 
MRS TARANGO: Yes, I do, and I 
don't think it's bad. I think it's good, 
because this guy deserved a lesson at 
some point. He can do whatever he 
want, because he's on the chair. It's 
just not fair. It's just not fair. Players 
have nobody to defend them in any 
situation. 

Just so we get this correct, how 
many times did you slap him 7 
MRS TARANGO: I just tried to slap 
him once, just to tell him that that is 
enough, you know, because Jeff 
cannot do it. If Jeff slapped him, he's 
out of the tennis tour, so 1 did it, 
because I think I should do it. 
Somebody should defend him at some 
point. 

JEFF: But I'm glad you did that, 
without me telling you beforehand. 
How many other players have you 
talked to about Rebeuh7 How 
many players are you close to 7 
TARANGO; As part of the deal with 
Gilbert, I have told no one. Marc 
Rosset and I discussed it, and we left it 
at tnat. I could substantiate 
everything in court and that—^that I 
was not going to bring it out. But I 
didn't think that it would be in his best 
interests to have him in his chair 
either in the future. 

You discussed it with Rosset, and 
your wife is saying that Rosset has 
been advantaged or 
disadvantaged by Rebeuh 7 
Certainly advantaged. 

Rosset is admitting that he's been 
advantaged by having Rebeuh in 
the chair for him 7 
He says that he has not, that he 
doesn't know anything about it, but 
he does admit that they are good 
friends. 

Would you be willing to go to 
court now that you said... 

I don't think I'm going to have any 
chance. 

Jeff, when you say you have to go 
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to coul t^ why will this get to bea 
court case ? 

I hope It doesn't I really honestly 
hope nothing happens I hope that it 
can all end here, but 1 don't think that 
this Bruno Rebeuh should be 
officiating any more either 
The serve^ was that the final 
straw^ the ace and the in and out 
call ? 

No, because I've been getting fined 
irregularly for quite a while now, and 
I'm getting fined the maximum for 
things thai people are getting fined the 
minimum tor, and the fine situation is 
hitting a nerve, and for someone to 
fine me for "shiit-up in a grand slam 
event for people to always say that 
Jeff IS psycho, that Jeff is a hot head, 
that Jeff IS mean and I'm not, you 
know. I'm a very rational person I'd 
definitely have probably a little Latin 
in me, but I don't—^I'm an intellectual 
person who does not fly off the cuff 
without reason 

Do you think you can still keep 
playing tennis after this 7 Can you 
still be on the tour ? 

I enjoy the game of tennis Like I said, I 
think that Wimbledon is the greatest 
event and I love tennis, and I love a lot 
of things about it, and I would miss 
competition, I think 
Will you be treated fairly after 
this, do you think 7 
I think that everybody should be 
treated fairly I don't think it's just me 
I think that there's a lot of players who 
aren i defended on the tour at all I 
think that there's a lot of—thcie's no 
position for the player, that we aren't 
defended 

Will you make a formal.... 

We don't have player representatives 
anymore We don't — thetitlehas 
been changed to Tour Manager We 
don't have anybody who'll defend \is 
when we're fined It just goes straight 
to an appeal board One person 
decides and that's it. and people just 
take money out of our pockets every 
week for fines and we can't appeal to 
anyone We have to sue the Tour, or 
whatever body fines us, in order for us 
to try to get our $ 500 or $1000 back, 
so It makes no sense for us to try to do 
this because the lawyer's fees alone are 
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£ven "Mac the Mouth" thought Tarango had 
over dona H. "Ha shot himsaH in the ffoor the 
formar umpire tormentor said 

more than that 

Have you suggestions for other 
players for this stance that you 
have taken7 Do you think other 
players will support you for the 
stance that you have taken over 
this 7 

I think some people will I think that 
some people will say that I've 
overreacted 

Jeff, did you hear Bruno say, 
^^Marc Rosset is a very good friend 
ever since 1 gave him matches,'^ or 
did you hear that from a third 
party 7 

I heard it from a third party Someone 
approached me and told me that it was 
said 

You mentioned it was two players 

earlier on. Is there someone else 

involved other than Rosset 7 

No, I said that "Marc Rosset and 

others', it was his quote 

You heard this from another 

player, did you 7 

No, from two women which he was 

trying to pick up at a parly 

Who were these women 7 

He''! a real class person we're talking 


about 

You said earlier you'd been fined 
the maximum for things that 
other people were fined the 
minimum for. Such as 7 

Just request a list It's out there. It's a 
list, believe me 

Do you have affidavits from the 

two women who claim what 

Bruno said 7 

No, but I'm sure 1 will 

You would be able to get them 7 

No problem 

What was the thing at the end that 
made you decide to Just walk off 7 

I had no chance to defend myself, that 
1 wasn't going to get a fair deal and 
they said 

Jeff, you've had some incidents in 

the past, haven't you. Wasn't 

there one in the Far East, where 

you did something with your 

shorts or something 7 

Well, yes, I think that was the' lighter 

side 

Was it meant in a light way, and 
misinterpreted 7 Was that it 7 

Yes, I thought tennis was supposed to 
be an entertaining sport, you know, 
people are complaining that tennis is 
boring, and, you know, I go out on the 
court and play my heart out against 
Michael Chang, and I lost my serve in 
the beginning of the third, after, you 
know, that guy just pounced his way 
back on me again. I've been up a set 
and a break on that guy maybe four 
times, and I just lost my head, and my 
shorts came* down, the gig was up, but 
he's a great player and it was a Centre 
Court match on television and we had 
— we were having a great match, and 
I even got him to smile, which is very 
tough to do 

Was there a fine for that or 
anything 7 
Higher than normal 
if the ladies were to beat up the 
referees, it might snowball. 1 
admire your lady for what she 
did, but do you see the danger 7 
I don't know, 1 don't fear too many 
women I mean, if someone gets 
slapped, you know, I do not know, I 
don't see any harm in being slapped. I 
was slapped when I was a little baby 
too • 



RUGBY WORLD CUP 95 

A NATION 
SCRUMS 
TOGETHER 


It was a spectacular tournament, but 
South Africa's win went beyond the 
realms of sport; it seemed to unite a 
amntry that was once riddled by 
differences and hatred 
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(Right) South African eaiitain Francois Ponnar displays ths 
Wifliani Wohh Ellw Trophy that signifiss world rughy 
suproniflcy 

(Bottom) Tho South African taam colohrdto altor rscsiving 
tbo cup from Nolson Mandoia 
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It it i bMlIioiar? It it ■ niMwm hw? No M’s Jmah Lohhi, llM Mny 
ZtalMi wiltgtr who tonnonM all omooWm and WM tht ttik tf 
tho townaaioaL Pietnrw thow hha’Ending oir a Sooth AMean ia 
tho final and than thandoriag past a boat ol gropinfl grooa jortiot. 
Nola how tho Sooth AMcaaa oot aumhoradliini to nagato hho 
Loom thraaT. it waa thb taatia that aaw thorn win iho liaol 


Botloai Lall: Sooth Alriaa'a Jool Stianaky drop kiaka aoaaoaalolly to gat hit 
taani thoir winniag pointa and hit nation thoir firat Wortd Cop win 
allor yooia of apoiting iaoiation. 
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Thtn hM btm ■ |liM of 
inttroational •occortronstors M by 
tbo oiob in Iho oiidillo of this iiicliiro. 
Manchoolor Uoitod's Pool loco 
erotood over to Inter Milan for a 
roported 18 million doal. Othor high 
nrofilotnntfors includod Knud 




nroniotnntfors includod Rnud 
Gullit from Sampdoria to Engliah 
club Chohon: Dutch atrikor Donnie 
Bargkanw from Inter Milan to 
Araonal; Bulgarian Europoan 
foodMilar of the your Hriate 
Steichkov from Barcoionn to Parma, 
and Fnuatino Aaprilia from Parma to 
Lnoda. The othor tranoforgoaoip ia 
that Roborto Baggio ia moving to 
AC Milan and Claudio Canniggia ia 
raady to loin Diago Maradona 
who nopoa to maka a comoback 
with Boca Jnniora 

if Ft can N dangoroua than ao can 
hidy car. Horn mvor Stan Fox'a car 
llioa through the air in a rocoat race 
after ha hit a wall wbHo taking a 
turn. Tba oar biaka lata two batara 
crartiag lata tba gpHind. Pox 
aalaraaiarloifo head iniurlaa 

Arantxa Saacbox-Vlearlo of Spain 
' hoMa aialt IN trophy proaonted to 
bar laaandy after aba waa aanwd 
IflIfUdlaaSInglaa World 
ChaaipionbytiialTF 

twbpitarrafil) with illtalfor Swiabura 
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T Ht Brils have done it again and 
Wimbledon circa 1995 was no 
different. The entire act was all 
so very Bntish The All England Club 
was awash in a sea of 'Union Jerks/ 
old gents sputtering into their Pirns 
and ladies in twin sets their elegant, 
powdered noses quivering with a sort 
of maternal longing 

At last they had something to talk 
about in the pubs as Greg Rusedski. 
Britain's 'true' son. albeit imported, 
fought his way through the draw at 
Wimbledon What's more, there 
haven't been scenes of such patriotic 
fervour in Bntish tennis since Fred 
Perry, won his third title, in baggy 
trousers in 1936. 

Yes s ir, Greg Rusedski is English, 
even though his father came from 
Germany and was of Polish-Ukranian 
descent, and, now 21. he has lived 
in Canada all his life. 

British? Damn right. Rusedski's 
mother Helen, was bom and raised in 
Dewsbury. Yorkshire, and has kept 
both herpassports (something 
Canada allows). That's why Rusedski 
can lay claim to being Bntish. But the 


fact is that talented sportsmen getting 
British citizenship is a complete 
racket, so starved is Britain of a winner 
in any sport. It is also becoming a well 
known fact that any player can make a 
fortune if he even briefly emerges out 
of an otherwise pathetic crop of 
sportsmen that are in England. 

While Rusedski tried to blast his 
way through Wimbledon, there are 
other sportsmen who found this 
T'm-A-True-Brit' trend less than 
admirable World Cup rugby 
commentator Bill McLaren has 
opined about South African born 
England representative Mike Can. 
"I've never felt that anyone would 
operate under a flag of convenience." 
Ironically, the citizenship charade is 
even more pronounced m the sport of 
rugby. You simply have to live in 
England for three consecutive years 
Having an English parent or grand 
parent does count though. 

Andra AaaMi an Canadian tumad Brit Grag 
Riiaadaki: "I'm giMiig a kick out of watching 
him trying to pick up tha English accant Ha's 
startad using words lika 'brilliant* and 'lovaly' 
in his prass confarancas.” 


If a footballer was bom overseas but 
holds a British passpon, he can play 
for any of the four home counties—a 
rule that was used by Terry Butcher 
(born in Singapore and John Barnes. 
Jamaica). It is joked that the Irish use 
it to the extent that anyone whose 
grandmother has sipped a glass of 
Guiness can qualify to play for them. 

J.ennox Lewis, who became British 
and world heavyweight chdtnpion. 
grew up in Canada but qualified 
because he was bom in West Ham. 
East London. In cricket, the basic 
qualification for Test matches is to 
have been bom in the U.K. or to have 
played ten years of county cricket. 
Apart from the glut of West Indian 
born cricketers who have played for 
England, there have been three 
Aussies recently too. Former Aussie 
Under-19 Captain Jason Gallian made 
his Test debut for England in July 
following in the footsteps of fellow 
Adelaide Cricket Academy products 
Craig White and Martin McCague. 

The joke is that England could 
produce two Test teams. One English 
and one adopted. And chances are the 
latter would win. 

The Brits, were so desperate to get 
Graeme Hick, that they reduced his 
qualifying period to seven years. On 
the flip side, to join the British 
athletics team you have to be a British 
citizen. Or Linford Christie. And just 
when we thought that this was a 
watertight rule, the case of Zola Budd 
comes to mind. It took immigration 
officials only 23 days to give Budd a 
British passport so she could compete 
in the L.A. Olympics 

And so. after feeling very happy for 
Rusedski, one cannot help but part 
with this piece of advice. If there are 
any of you who have a yen for 
anything British and would even like 
to migrate there, go through some of 
your school games certificates. You 
never know what particular type of 
sportsman they're looking out for. 
Chances are, you might just hit the 
jack-pot, as the officials might bend 
their time-honourd rules to claim you 
as one of their own. • 

Robin Chatterjee. London 




PREMIUM CHEWING TOBACCO 

































^ ^ti'; :-A%'i' ■'a'- 


. SERVO SUPERIOR XEE • SERVO SUPERIOR • SERVO SUPER MULTIGRADE • SERVO PRIDE • SERVO ULTRA • SERVO 2T SUPREME 

....... 

ij O 

b , 

■ft M rn 

III ? 
o 

“< 
U) 

‘ ^ 


) '4^'# 

i 

'A 

I?! 

O 


I </> ii’ 

sis 

8 a 

I 

AP 


is! ' 

bi! 

< ! 


AHY ENGINE (HL 
HUT ASFiRES ro 
STEP INTO 
SEKVO'S SHOES 
SHOUU) FRSr lEEIHI 

n. 


O' 

I % 

I V> AjLi 

, 14 

6 m 

' 1 m 

' 4mm 

, ' pm 

O \ 

1 


Whtn you iovolop ovtr 400 iiffopont lubrlcauto ani oraatot, toopa'a ppocloua littia 
canpotitoPB eaa ia (ONcapt, aiayaa, taka thaip hata oft ta SffllVOl). TaOay, aaa out af avapy 
two vahiclaa la laiia puaa aa SMMVO. la fact, snvo'a aapaplop tachaalofly ooaa way 
bayoaO notapcyclaa, acaatapa, capo, vaaa, iaapa, tpacka, baaaa aai tpactapa. g^(^What 
gaaa lata yaup cap la actually tba lubplcatlap tapca bohlao tba waplO'a lappaat pall aatwopk. Tba 
bpaaO tbat plvaa aavaoa powap ta yaup blkai^^alao koapa laOla'a lataat apaiy taaka llobtlap 
llt.^0lllh9MRVO viptually aiavaa tba, \wbaala al laoiaa laOuatpy. WItb avap 400 ilftapaat 
IpaOaa al lubplcaata aaO ppoaaaa aaO 0,000 patpal ctatlaaa acpoaa tba coaatpy, wa'va cobib 
a loap way. Oafopa taaclao tbalp hata lata tba plap, aup aawly>applvaO tpiaaia havo a littia bit 
at catcblao-up ta Oa. CaaEpatlao caa eoaia latap. 
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SUMMER OF FORTITUDE 

We take a look at tennis' summer 
of courage with a special focus on 
Wimbledon '95. An extensive 
interview with Boris Becker and 
a focus on Pete Sampras 


PLENTY TO ANSWER FOR 

Imran Khan recently returned 
with his bride for the first time to 
Lahore. A special guest columnist 
from Pakistan provides a 
behind-the-scenes and 
forthright opinion on Imran's 
and Jemima's new life. PLUS: 

Rashid Latif's sensational 
accusations against Pakistan 
cricket 


EURO SCEPTIC 

With the qualifying games for 
next year's European Football 
Championships due to resume in 
mid-August, we take an overall 
look at the situation. 
Surprisingly, many of the 
favoured teams are struggling to 
qualify 



BEAVIS AND BUTTHEAD OF 
WOMEN’S TENNIS 


PIERCE: THE BODY' 


SILLY POINT 


SA! SCHEMES 

THE WCM CONTROVERSY 

GUEST COLUMN ON 
WINDIES CRICKET 


FOCUS ON ATHLETE 
MICHAEL JOHNSON 


NO SEX PLEASE, WE'RE 
SPORTSMEN 


FI ON THE BURN 
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LOOKINGBACK 


SUMMER OF 
FORTTTUDE! 

TORTITUDE, the dictionary tells us, means courage, 
i Courage, especially in pain or adversity. In simpler 
terms, bravery when the chips are down. And this tennis' 
summer of 1995 has indeed been just that: one of fortitude. 

Beginning with the brawn and guts of the new French 
Open champion Thomas Muster, right up to the climax of 
Wimbledon, it was a valiant season. Pete Sampras overcame 
doubts about his fitness and form, and worries about coach 
Tim Gullikson's health, to become only the second man to win- 
the singles title thrice in a row in the Open Era. Keeping his 
calm, Sampras only lost his shirt when he threw it into the 
crowd. Steffi Graf won at Paris and at Wimbledon, yet for her 
it was extraordinarily emotional because she 
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too was carrying an injury which in the end might put a premature stop to her career. Arantxa 
Sanchez-Vicario proved what pure determination and will-to-succeed can achieve. Boris Becker did his 


bit to appease the supporters of bravery and chivalry while Andre Agassi showed yet again the courage of 
his new-found convictions. And the camaraderie between the finalists at Wimbledon showed a new 


human-touch to the game. 


All in all, a decent summer for a game that is threatened by a loss in popularity. We take a look at some of 
the happenings that perhaps you (or we) missed during this tennis summer. 
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_i Graf and Arantxa Sanehai Viearia axhiMt aaaw tma 

apoitina apirit whan thay swap trapMas altar tha final. A 
CBsa whara tha winnar daas nat taka all 

(TapRiphtl 

Pata Sampras' girifri and DaMai Mnlcahy bad nwob ta ehaar 
abaat Peta did nothiag wrang and andad up craatino kiatary 
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THe players^ their tennis and the tourtMment 
gave us some pictures of 
the enduring grace that is Wimbledon 

(Mglit) 

ScmM NOm 1, Md tba NeJ towiirito ef llM erawds at WimbtadM. 

Aadra *bHidt shoekad aflar Ma ran cama to M abnipt hah M 

thaaamifinal ataga whan Baekar alola tha ahow 

(BollDItl) 

Oaaa, tbafa a bad tali. Karaiaa Braaaeh of Oanaaay takaa a tiNBUa 
oa Iba ballowad graaa, bat our phaioiraiiliar M aot alig an aad 
pradaeaa a'portaef abot of bail, raekat and ptayor »fba afar 













(Bottom ond Right) 

JoNTorango wolte off in a huff and bocomot thofirotplayarto bo dofOuRod at 
Wimblodon. John McEnroo, tha only othor playor to bo dofauHod in tho Opon Era from a 
grand slam, watchod from tha commantatoro box and aaid, Ho'a shot himsoH in tho foot* 
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(TopfUght) 

Martina Navratilova was a htt 
dishoartonod whoa BtoM 
Braf said that sbo woaM not 
dmiMaswilli 




Navratilava givas paiinar 
JanaNmn Stark a Hying* hag 
aRar thay won tha miimd 
doaMaa. R was a raoari litii 
WhnbMsatiiiaterManfaa 
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INTERVIEW 




'1 feel rm very 
important to tennis" 


BORIS BECKER speaks freely after his defeat in the Wimbledon final 


PROESolONAL SPOnr 


QUESTION: Boris, was it one match too 
many at Wimbledon? 

BORIS BFCKFR Probably, yes, you know, 
after havinj? played in the iinal and having 
some time to think about it—I think the 
Pioline match and the Agassi match was really 
lough, and after the first set I kind of, you 
know lost power in my whole game and you 
know he sensed that and he look his 
opportunity then 

Boris, you ran a lap of honour after the 
final. What do you think the champion 
has to do to be more popular? 

To tell you the truth, actually from all the 
players, he's probably one of my best Iriends 
He s a real nice fellow When he's on the 
court he doesn i say anything, he doesn i 
show any emotions and so on but that s 
maybe why he's playing so good too He 
doesn t let anything disturb him That's 
probably the way to be able to serve about 45 
times right on the line with the first service 
That s probably what you have to do to 
achieve that But I ve known Pete now for 
many years and off the court he's a really nice 
guy, I can tell you that 

Can you talk about how it made you feel, 
when they called for you to run the 
champion's victory lap? 

Thanks for calling It a 'victory lap' It was the 
fourth time I've actually lost the final and it 
hasn't happened to me ever so it's a really 
nice feeling when they actually ask me to 
show my trophy to all the people and make a 
little arcle It was one of the nicer feelings I 
ever had 

Did it make you feel like a winner, Boris 
even though you had lost the final? 

It made me feel like a pan of Wimbledon, pan 
of tl e whole tournament, and that was 
alw«iys very important to me, and I think, you 
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know, I showed them everything I had and I 
think, you know, they were quite happy with 
the last two weeks 

As a man who knows how difficult It Is to 
win here, can you talk about Sampras' 
achievement of winning here three years 
in a row? 

Aaually, a very amazing feat Obviously, I 
think the toughest is the first time you know, 
because it's just something as a younger 
person—^you don t think you will ever 
achieve, you know I watched his matches last 
year and last year seemed to be a real easy win, 
if you ever can call a Wimbledon victory easy 
But this year he had to struggle, he wasn't 
playing as good as he did last year, and he had 


"When Pete is 
going to get a 
little older and 
other new players 
will come, and 
then you would 
maybe appreciate 
Pete Sampras 
more. Many 
people have been 
talking about a 
role model with 


Andre Aoassi. If 



to come back for many matches, and to be able 
to pull It off. It's something really really special 
Unfortunately he owns the Centre now I 
used to own it a few years back, but it belongs 
to him now 

BoriSr you covered your eyes at one point 
when you were on the service return. 
Translate that Into words for us. 

It wouldn't have made a difference whether I 
had my eyes open or not He would have hit 
the line anyway That was basically my way of 
expressing that My coach has told me that I 
aaually won 13 points—^20 points off his 
serve, and out of 20 points were seven double 
faults So you can imagine how many chances 
I actually had to hit a few tennis balls out there 
If you could^ would you swap the 
emotion and the reception you got from 
the crowd at the end for another title? 
Unfortunately you can't really change So 
hopefully next time 1 have both you know, I 
have the title and the encouragement of the 
crowd But It basically comes down to going 
on court and trying to give everythmg you 
have You know, many people have followed 
me, espeaally here now for the past ten or 
eleven years As 1 said before, I became part of 
that Wimbledon—thatChampionship—and 
I'm very proud of that 

Boris^ could you describe for people who 
don't play championship level tennis 
what It's like to face the Sampras serve 
when it's on, how soon you have to guess 
where It's going, some of the particulars 
of It that people won't appreciate If 
they're not the kind of tennis player that 
you are? 

Well, he has a very quick motion, he doesn't 
toss the ball up very high Once he puts the 
ball up, he jumps very high off the ground and 
he basically has the same motion whether he 
serves on the backhand or on the forehand 
When he's really feeling good about his serve, 
he aaually goes for both serves too Once he's 
up a break early in the set, he hits those bombs 
and ) ou just hope for rain 
Boris, do you think on his performance 
that Pete can now go on and beat Borg's 
record? 

He at least has a chance He has to win another 
two, but he's young, he's fresh, and as I said 
before, very few people have played like he 
did against me in a final 
Of the four that you have lost. Is this the 
most difficult? 

No, It wasn't It was probably the best feeling 1 
have ever had 

Was this technically the most difficult 
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opponent you played in a losing final? 

Yes, It was I cannot blame anything on 
myself Unfortunately I wasn't as fresh, but 
from the chances 1 had, 1 basically had none 1 
won the first set, but once he was up a break in 
the second, he just took off and I was 
struggling on my serve all the time and he 
bombed me throughout the next three sets 
Yes, after that I didn't have a chance to win 
any more 

Boris, at 27, you don't appear to be old, 
but it's the oldest a finalist has been here 
in I think eleven years since Connors. 
What is it about tennis players that 
makes them age so quickly, and what is 
tt e window of opportunity here now for 
a player to win? 
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I First of all. I'm really surprised now, or these 
days when I've been reading sometimes in 
newspapers and you guys call me "the old 
lion' I may have a beard which looks like a 
lion a little bit, but at 271 don't necessarily feel 
that old yet, and I think it s actually wrong for 
you guys to put that name meaning that 
drives me out almost You know, I mean,! feel 
like I'm very important to tennis and once 
you are still under 30, it doesn't matter 
whether you're 29 or 21 If you still^ave the 
hunger and the desire, it doesn't matter how 
old you are Actually it s a plus point because 
I rn in a way I m a tougher opponent now 
than I was a couple of years ago Because now, 
evt n when I'm down. I'm under control I'm 
not giving matches away People have to beat 
me 

There was a big change of the guard a few 
years ago, you know when Andre came and 
Pete came, and the likes of Connors and 
McEnroe and Lendl went out But I've started 
with Lendl and I'm playing now you know, 
with the likes of Sampras and Agassi But 
there s not going to be that kind of a change in 
men's tennis for a few years coming, because, 
you know, we are all between, around 24 and 
27 now Goran included I think, we will be 
playing for many more years to come, and 
until I'm 301 think I have a definite chance of 
playing with the best players and having 
chances of winning major championships 

Boris, the 17-year-old Boris, what kind of 
chance would he have how against Pete? 
He probably would have jumped the net 
trying to beat the guy up personally or 
something Thai's maybe the difference now 
I'm a bit calmer and, as I said, I have my 
emotions more under control I don't get 
down on myself when I'm losing, which is 
sometimes good and bad, but if I would have 
been a 17-year-old, he couldn't have walked 
in to the changing room 
What about with the tennis. Just strictly 
the tennis, your abilities, if they could 
have been placed on the court now with 
Pete? 

I said after the Agassi match that ten years ago 
I wouldn't have been able to handle Agassi 
from the back of the court, you know, from 
having to play so many rallies or with my 
serve I'm going more for both serves now 
than I have been ten years ago Of course you 
always have streaks where you play a little 
better, or you have streaks where you don't 
play as good. The major thing is, if you don't 
improve each year, just by a httle bit in 
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basically all areas, you go down as a player and 
that shows up whether you are ranked in the 
top 5 or top 10 or not, or whether you still 
make big tournament finals or semi-finals 
I've been able to do that year in and year out, 
and that just shows that in all areas I'm 
improving just a little bit each year I'm trying, 
anyway 

Do you think you'll still be competitive 
in five years? 

Who knows what s going to happen in five 
years >1 don't know I can't answer you that 
Boris,, your younger sister was going 
through agonies on every point, in the 
final. 

That's a compl i ment She s older I'm going to 
tell that to her 

Is it ever on your mind, Boris, that it was 
ten years—the ten year thing, that you 
won it ten years ago and could have won 
it? A lot of people were talking about this 
so-called dream 

It seems much longer than ten years ago I was 
thinking it to be more than 25 years ago when 
1 won the first time here So 1 didn t really you 
know feel it, or didri i really think about it 

Boris, the reception Pete got at the end 
compared with yours, could we expect 
him to get that sort of reception in three 
or four years down the line? Does he 
h^ve to earn that? Did you find it 
embarrassing that you got a bigger cheer 
at the end? 

I think with many things, you just don't 
appreciate things at the moment, and when 
Pete IS going to get a little older and other new 
players will come and then you would maybe 
appreciate Pete Sampras more Many people 
have been talking about a role model with 
Andre Agassi If there s one role model in 
tennis, it's Pete Sampras He s behaving 
perfectly on the court He's a real nice fellow 
off the court, and he's playing, you know, 
great tennis altogether He doesn't really have 
a bad shot in his game I think he's definitely 
extremely good for the game of tennis 
Having played both in the span of one 
week, who do you think is No. 1 in the 
world right now—Agassi or Sampras? 
Well, right now it's got to be Pete Sampras 
You said that you played McEnroe and 
Connors and Ivan Lendl. How does he 
compare with them? 

Boy, he's playing a different kind of game 
With those kind of players, you at least had a 
chance on the return 1 mean, yoli know, 
when I was playing Pete in the final or even 
Goran, you know, a few times this year, those 



Sampras' suparior samng guys just don t give you any chance You have 

mada Backar i^a ha jq somehow scramble to get into a tie-breaker, 

miQM as wall aa Diind , 

sinca ha hardly had a basically, you know convert your first 

chanca to rotum the servas break point you have in the set, because you 
don't get any more 

It used to be that, you know, with the likes 
of McEnroe, he was a genius at the net and he 
had a great feel for the ball, but he wasn't 
playing with that kind of power You always 
had a chance to return, and then he would 
have to make a great angle volley or so But 
those guys, now with Agassi too, they arc just 
hitting winners all the time So it s a 
completely different game now than it was, 
and I'm glad I've managed to play both, you 
know To experience that is something I'm 
going to tell my kids about, you know ^ 
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--fv HE cards were always going lo be heavily 

Slacked against defending champion Pete 
Sampras ai Wimbledon ihis year Not only 
were there 127 other men in the main singles 
draw hungry to dethrone him but he also had the 
weight of the game s history against him When he 
returned to the All England Club the home of grass 
court tennis he was bidding for his own unique place in 
the game s most dramatic moments 
Sampras winner of five grand slam titles before this 
tournament had only one thing on his wish list 
a third successive Wimbledon men s singles 
crown Failure would hardly have diminished the 
record of the man who won the last two Wimbledon 
crowns but success would have placed him in 
exclusive company because only one man in the 
game's Open Era Bjorn Borg won three successive 
Wimbledon singles titles Of course we all know that 


Borg went on to win five in a row between 1976 and 


1980 and went undefeated for 41 consecutive matches 
at Wimbledon 

(Quick quiz How many men actually beat Borg at 
Wimbledon in his entire career*^ Answer Only four 
Ismail el Shafei, Roger Taylor, Arthur Ashe and John 
McEnroe ) 

True the great Rod Laver won four Wimbledon 
titles, but they were in 1961-62 and 1968-9 You see, 
tennis was an amateur sport in those days, so when a 
bloke wanted to make a quid out of the game, he turned 
pro and couldn't play the grand slams any more Then 
tennis went open in 1968 and the professionals were 
allowed in Laver came back six years after his last 
victory and walked away with two more Great man, 
Laver You wonder how many he would have won if he 
had competed between 1963 and 1967 

There were other great men too, but they didn't win 








three in a row Lew Hoad didn t (he won m 1956 and 
'57), Roy Emerson didn t ('64 '65) John Newcombe 
didn't ( 67, '70, '71) Then go way back to the '30s, 
where even Don Budge didn't ('37, 38) The late Fred 
Perry was the last man to win three in a row ('34- 36) 
but that was before tennis went Open 
You can't count Anthony Wilding, who won four in 
a row (1910-1913) or Reggie Doheny who won four in 
a row (1897-1900) or his brother Laurie who won five 
straight (1902-1906) or William Renshaw's six in a row 
(1881-1886) You can't take those into account 
because in those days the defending champion didn't 
play the tournament He waited for the others to battle 
It out and then merely played the final 
To win Wimbledon now, you must win seven 
straight matches on grass over a fonmght, against the 
best players in the world, in varymg weather Just how 
big an ask is that'> Let me answer by saymg there were a 
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couple of legends who never even won a solitary 
Wimbledon title Ken Rosewall and Ivan Lendl 

No, not even Lendl, the man who had the world 
Number One crown in his pocket was able to prove his 
ability on grass In his early days he used to sneer at the 
tournament, saying "Grass is for cows" But when he 
realised time was running out, he tried his damnedest 
to win a Wimbledon title Twite he came close Twite 
he was thwarted In 1986 he faced defending champion 
Boris Becker in the final and lost in straight sets In 1987 
he faced the athletic Pat Cash in the final and lost yet 
again in straight sets Two Wimbledon finals and the 
man who had the mantle of the best tennis player in the 
world had to walk away with his shoulders slumped 
without even winning a solitary set 

In the modern era not even Jimmy Connors John 
McEnroe or Boris Becker won three in a row That puis 
into perspective the magnitude of the task which faced 
Sampras before this year s tournament got underway 
Connors beat Rosewall in the latter s last Wimbledon 
appearance in the 1974 final then had to wait eight 
years before his second—and last — win In between 
he was thwarted more limes than anyone would have 
dared predict The red hot favourite in 1975 he was 
upset in the final by the late Arthur Ashe the first black 
man to win at Wimbledon In 1977 and 1978 he was 
beaten by Borg each time in the final In 1981 still 
looking as dangerous as ever he lost to Borg in a classic 
semi-final 

Against all odds he won in 1982 in five sets against 
defending champion John McEnroe The two 
Americans faced one another in the 1984 final but 
McEnroe sliced him to ribbons (Quick quiz Who won 
more games against McEnroe C hris Lewis in the 1983 
final or Connors in the 1984 finaP Answer Lewis who 
was beaten 6-2 6-2, 6-2 won two games more than 
Connors 6-1 6-1 6-2) 

In 1985 McEnroe lost in straight sets to Kevin 
Curren and the path seemed open for Connors to win a 
sentimental third and last title But Connors crashed 
out to Curren also m three sets 

And McEnroe'^ Only three titles all up from five 
consecutive finals In 1980 he lost that heart-stopping 
five set final to Borg In 1981 he made history m two 
ways First, he thwarted Borg in four sets m the final 
and second, he became the first singles champion not to 
be awarded membership of the All-England Club He 
lost the 1982 final to Connors, then came back with a 
vengeance In 1983 he beat New Zealand's Chns Lewis 
(and was then granted club membership) and the 
following year, playing near-perfect grass court tennis, 
shut the gate on Connors He never reached another 
singles final at Wimbledon 

Of the contemporary champions, not even Boris 
Becker was able to emulate McEnroe's five consecutive 
finals He has played seven finals (four of them in 
successive years) and won three times He won in 1985 
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"Hopefully I can regain that No. 1" 

Pete Sampras talks after having soaked in his third Wimbledon triumph 


QUESTION: In talking with Tim Guilikson 
I lately he said that stand-in coach Paul 

(Annacone) has been a big help to you. You are 
not the kind of player who really needs 
constant guidance, but nevertheless, can you 
talk about the effect that Tim's absence has 
had on you both emotionally and on your 
^ game? 

Ever since I have been with Tim for the past three, 

^ four years, everything has been going, you know, 

* real smooth and my tennis has been really good. I 
have been healthy and the change was something 
that I really didn't need at the time. Obviously, with 
Tim's health problem, sure. I'd love for him to have 
been with me tfiis year. 

1 mean, it has been a little bit different. 1 talk to Tim 
three, four times a week about my tennis, about, 
you know, life in general and—but still it's really not 
the same as him being here. And Paul Annacone is 
just trying to make this whole situation as easy as 
possible for everyone, so Tim can get back on his feel 
and hopefully do a little bit of travelling. 

It has been—emotionally, it was tough at the 
beginning because no one really knew what was 
going on or how serious it was, and now we know 
' everything that—he is in treatment and he is doing 
really well and hopefully he can get back to 
^ iraveliing, but obviously his health is the most 

* impottant thing right now. I am just trying to give 
him all the support I can. 

What do you think about Wimbledon taking 
' the air out of the balls? 

The balls are just a little bit softer, not enough to 
make a huge difference. I mean, you will still see a 
^ lot of big serve and volley points, not a lot of long 
rallies. You know, it really is the court. The court is 
i so fast that people just have to understand that if you 
; put a hardcourt down or claycouri down, you will 
, see the long rallies, but grass is a fast surface with 
j guys that are 6 foot 2, 6 fool 3, serving big bombs. I 
i don't care what ball vou mil in their hands, it is still 

and 1986, but Peter Doohan ended his dream in 1987, 
the year Pat Cash heat Ivan Lendl for the title. Edberg 
beat him in the 1988 final, hut Becker turned the tables 
on the Swede in the 1989 imal Jn 1990, their third 
straight Wimbledon final against one another, Edberg 
won in five sets. In 1992, Becker's sixth final, he was 
beaten in straight sets by Michael Such. 

So spare a thought for Pete Sampras, winner of two 
US Opens ('90, '93) one Australian Open ('94) and the 


going to be pretty quick. 

Are you healthier than you have been at any 
point? 

1 think something that hurt me a little bit last year 
was I played the Davis Cup, which only gave me , 
about a week off. and so I kind of broke down a little 
bit, whereas this year I was playing Wimbledon 
(with rest). I have a couple of weeks off and then I 
play. So 1 really like my schedule for the rest of the 
summer. Sol am just—hopefully, 1 can regain that 
No. 1. 

1 wondered when you were young if you had 
any idea in your head about what winning 
Wimbledon would be like, and how you 
imagined Wimbledon would be^ compared to 
the reality of actually winning three times? 
Well, when you are a kid watching it, you say 'that is 
my goal to be on that court,' but you never really 
think it is going to come true until, you know, the 
better I got and 1 finally played my first Wimbledon 
when I was 17. 

It's good that I don't have the pressure on me to 
win my first Wimbledon. But it is the biggest 
tournament that we have and I have always enjoyed 
watching it on TV. 

My first real strong memory was (Boris) Becker 
winning at 17 and I was like, that must be 
unbelievable to win that tournament. You can't do 
anything more in tennis than win Wimbledon, and 
so, 1 have always put a lot of emphasis on it. 
Hopefully I can win it as many times as I can. 

It was quite a recovery for you, winning 
Wimbledon after a disappointing French 
Open? 

Well, after losing in Paris, I flew home and the first 
thing I did was to go and see that movie with Billy 
Crystal, "Forget Paris" (laughs). 

Courtesy IBM/ATP tour 


past two Wimbledons. With this win, however, he can 
also sit back and revel in the knowledge that his 1995 
Wimbledon title alone brought him $ 573,000. Bjorn 
Borg, by comparison, won a totaloi $57,000 for his five 
in a row. 

(Quick quiz: how much did Fred Perry win for his 
three in a row? 

Answer: Not a cent. The game was strialy amateur in 
those days.) # 
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A CONVERSATION clip; 
'T'm Beavis. She's 
Butt-Head. Wait. No. I 
don't know which is the 
blond and which is the brunette?" 

Sounds wacky? That's only because 
the two people who are indulging in it 
are characters by themselves. These 
two personalities also do a whole lot of 
other things other than just talk stupid. 

For example, they play some damn 
good tennis, read: doubles The thing 
IS that they still haven't sorted out 
who's Beavis and who's Butt-Head, 
which is why the WTA prefers to 
identify them as Gigi Fernandez and 


WOMEN'S TENNIS 
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BEAVIS AND 
BUTT-HEAD 


It's their attitude to life, that keeps the fines and the titles coming in 
equal measure for the successful doubles pair of GIGI FERNANDEZ 
and NATASHA ZVEREVA 


Natasha Zvereva. And as for their 
cartoon charaaer preference, the 
answer depends on the day—and 
who is being a bigger butt-head. 

The fact is that both Fernandez and 
Zvereva are poles apart in terms of 
character. As professionals, while 
both of them are difficult and 
underachieving, when they play 
together, however, they manage to 
merge into one whole person or unit 
of your choice. 

Zvereva, at 23, is a veteran of the 


women's tour, a lass who believes in 
making counter-culture statements. 
She is from Minsk, listens to heavy 
metal and will not hire a coach 
because she can't stand to be told what 
to do. 

Fernandez, is a shade worse. At 30. 
she is a self-described rich > spoilt girl 
originally from Puerto Rico who looks 
like an angel, but has left behind such 
a string of broken rackets that she 
"once paid her fines in advance to the 
WTA. The only thing these two have 


in common is a problem with 
authority. Which explains why they 
teamed up. "Our partners dumped 
us." Fernandez said specifically. 

Even though their singles career is 
not worth talking about, and that 
includes Zvereva's solitary 
appearance at the French Open final, 
(Graf slaughtered her 6-0,6-0), as a 
doubles team they are having the last 
laugh. 

Alias Beavis and Butt-Head have 
won nine of the last 12 Grand Slam 
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titles and have been the most 
dominant doubles duo since 
Navratilova and Shnver won the 
doubles Grand Slam in 1984 And 
even though Navratilova believes that 
she and Shnver were a better pair she 
concedes that ' We were power they 
are finesse It would have been close 
That IS because as playt rs our 
protagonists have differing styles 
Fernandez is essentially a serve and 
volleyer who s Latin temperament 
has entailed her to manage not more 
than a No 17 in the rankings Zvereva 
is an all court player who is gifted with 


lightning reflexes She is a natural in 
terms of tenms but mercunal in terms 
of personality And the fact that she 
has a career high of No 3 and a low of 
No 30 in the rankings is a case in 
point Together they have come close 
to winning the doubles Grand Slam on 
successive occasions 

L ove them or hate them, both 
Fernandez and Zvereva are one 
of the most entertaining duos 
on the arcuit They have been known 
to hit balls between their legs, over 
their backs and while lying on the 


ground They collectively call it, "The 
glory shots, and this was exactly 
what helped them to win the '93 
Wimbledon title—over the very 
partners who spurned them, Jana 
Novotna and Lanssa Neiland 
Personally too, they are a study in 
contrasts Which explains why one 
would find Fernandez weanng a 
$2 000 Armani suit and Zverc^ya in 
Army surplus with big red 
construction boots "We do a lot of 
:hings together,' Fernandez offered, 
'But shopping isn't one of them " 
They do spend their holidays together 
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and exchange gifts after every 
tournament victory With each title, 
Zvereva gives Fernandez a Russian 
lacquered box and Fernandez in turn 
offers her the latest in CD's 
In matters pertaining to tennis the 
two of them are as inconsistent They 
have no specific gameplan Their 
strong point is emotion, not tactics 
Fernandez, in this case, is the leader 
and IS subject to what she calls my 
"freak outs", destructive tantrums 
that end m fines Which is why the 
others know that the best way to beat 
them is to get them upset 
Fernandez's problem lies in the fact 
that she does not think If the racket is 
not in tune with her gameplan she 
breaks it Which is why. she mailed a 
check of $250 to the WTA, the 
equivalent of five warnings from a 
chair umpire, because she couldn't 
trust herself to control her temper 
Last November, however, she was 
slapped a $2000 fine from the WTA 
Players Committee—on which 
Zvereva also sits—for 'mooning' her 
opponent, Mary Pierce, in Germany 
A quick temper is not a recent 
phenomenon with Fernandez, the 
daughter of a wealthy San Juan 
physiaan. She was used to getting a 
lot of attention as a kid and seldom 


heard the word no 
Regarded as a Top 10 in ability, 
Fernandez's principal problem lay in 
controlling her anger 'I'm a 
perfectionist," she explains, "And I'm 
insecure ' 

I N contrast, Zvereva is slow and is 
the perfect antidote to her 
partner's temperament "I 
understand why Gigi explodes," she 
says, you have to express your 
emotions negative or positive Idoil 
too, but in my head " 

A product of the Soviet sports 
machine Zvereva reached as high as 
No 5 at 17 but she hated the way her 
fortunes were dictated to by her 
government She reacted by 
expressing herself emotionally 
through a campaign of individualism 
and screaming music These days she 
listens to Meiaihca, At DCand Led 
Zeppdin She loves grunge'and 
wears T shirts which proclaim, 
'Knowledge Is Stupid 
There was a point when at her 
father s urging Zvereva started to 
demand a share of her winnings 
which were going into Soviet coffers 
She signed with an American agency 
and began tanking matches, saying 
she would not wm unless she got paid 
Zvereva has also refused since 1990 
to have a full-time coach I don't 
want to live up to anybody else's 
expectations My ambition is fun." 
she says Life in the erstwhile Soviet 
Union has also contributed to 
Zvereva s own dark moods But she 
keeps It all inside If Fernandez 
explodes then Zvereva implodes, 
becoming totally uncommunicative 
But It s not just blues all the way 
They do possess brighter shades in 
their character Like last year, at a 
party before Wimbledon, Fernandez 
as Butt-Head sneered, "I want to do 
something bad " Zvereva as Beavis 
urged her on. "Cool," she said, "Do it 
Do it " With that, Fernandez seized a 
racket and reduced it to smithereens 
before the roanng crowd 
Perhaps, they had an act planned 
out for Wimbledon this year but wc 
might get to hear of that later In the 
meanwhile, the fines and the titles 
keep commg on in equal measure • 
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PROFILE 


FROM ROBIN CHATTERJEE, 
LONDON _ 

M ention Wimbledon to 
a Canadian 
immigration official 
and you could get 

deported The nation you see has had 
enough of people being born in 
Montreal but playing for 
another country 

It's happened with Lennox Lewis, 
the boxer and it is ditto for Mary Pierce 
(and Greg Rusedski) Although her 
accent may he as North American as 
her roots the French have treated 
Pierce as one of their own ever since 
she reached the finals at Roland 
Garros last year 

Before she got into big time tennis'. 
Pierce was more famous for having a 
dad, to be more specific, a tennis dad, 
the kind who should be locked up 
after the birth of their children To the 
enternal relief of all, 'The Father from 
Hell as Jim Pierce was called seems to 
have returned there 
Today Pierce is still famous, but in a 
different sort of way She has a figure 
(and not a father figure) 'The Body', 
as she has been chnstened at 
Wimbledon, strutted her way for two 
rounds this year for her induction into 
grass court tennis and things just got 
hotter than usual 

To be sure, almost everyone present 
at Wimbledon this year and who were 
involved in statistics were not 
referring to points won on forehand, 
backhand, aces, double fautls 
unreturned serves and all other tnvia 
supplied by the offiaal computer firm 
to the All England Club But as far as 
the quality of tennis was concerned, 
play was hardly a collectors' item 
What Mary Pierce s debut in 
Wimbledon will be remembered for is 
the fact that when she stepped onto 
court, the premises of the All England 
Club had suddenly turned into an 
ideal setting for Bay watch, with Pierce 
playing the lead 
What the public were treated to 
after that was a crash course on how to 
qualify for Broadway The victim of 
some highly dubious line calls. Pierce 
glared at the umpire, tossed her 
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Maiy Piarca.tlia't mm than imt n 
tliraaL,.sha could ho o winoor 


blonde ponytail, stamped a 
beautifully turned ankle, threw 
Bollettieri an imploring look and 
pointed in the direaion of the 
photographers, quickly turning away 
to send them scrambling in order to 
photograph her postenor for postenty 
(Fleet Stre^^i referred to them as 
'knicker shots') 
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In an afl« whan woman wear all aorta off clo- 
thoa on tho tonnia court. Piorco hta atuclc to 
tho old draaa that woman traditionolly worn 

bed at 10.30 every night/' 

But can Pierce play on grass in the 
future? "If she retains her desire and 
acquires the same dedication as Boris, 
then anything can happen/' 
explained Bollettieri. Pierce, has 
obviously got a lot to learn about 
grass. Her volleys, while playing, were 
like her forehand; a shot de force 
rather than silky. 

Her movements too were a problem 
on the grass. She didn't know 
whether to slide like on clay or step 
like on hard court. As elegantly as she 
may strut on court, Pierce is not the 
most natural of athletes. Sure enough, 
her country woman Nathalia Tanziat 
exposed this deficiency by beating her 
in her second round match. 


"I like walking around 
the house with no clo¬ 
thes on. I am not asham¬ 
ed of my body. Why 
should I be?"- Mary 
Pierce 


Bay watch had ended, but only just. 
Pierce takes neither her occupation 
nor herself too seriously. Asked if she 
was insulted that sections of Fleet 
Street referred to her as The Body', 
she replied. "No way. It's a 
compliment. Right?" 

Sure. After all, this was the same 
woman who had previously admitted 
that, "I like walking about the house 
with no clothes on. (after which real 
estate prices at Bradenton, Florida, 
went through the roof) I'm not 
ashamed of my body. Why should I 
be?" Why indeed. To be sure, Pierce 
has given us a body of evidence (no 

pun intended).proof that she may 

not win too many matches at 
Wimbledon, but she is definitely quite 
valuable to women's tennis. And to 
guage her marketability, we in turn 
have to study a lot of figures. Or 
maybe that's an accountant's job. # 
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CARTOON BY ARTHUR CAMOQZO 


READERS' 
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QUESTIONS 
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7 Imran Khan said that 
• he developed good 
leg muscles because he 
chased kites dunng his 
childhood. Which athlete 
attributed her success to 
the fact that she raced with 
her sisters to get fallen 
mangoes as a child? 

The publication of 
Cr • Oxford Engbsh 
Dictionary was held up for 
about a year m the 1930s 
because the editors wanted 
to include a new word 
related to cncket 
What was this word*^ 

9 In an equestrian 
• event, what is a 
refusal'^ 


I ^ In what way was 
X VF • Richard Hadlee's 
knighthood different from 
the others'^ 






ANSWERS 
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close to former captain Imran 
m^MKhan have said time and again that 
m he believes that after Wasim Akram, 
JL. Rashid Latifis the best choice to lead 

the Pakistan team. When the Pakistan team 
returned home after a problem ridden tour of 
South Africa and Zimbabwe, the Pakistan 
cricket board delayed the announcement of 
the new captain to replace Salim Malik. 
During one of the board meetings in Lahore, it 
is said that Imran landed up at the Gaddaffi 
stadium for his routine training Invited to 
give his views on the crisis facing Pakistan 
cm ket, he is said to have advocated for the 
tecall of Rashid Latil. 

So just what IS so special about Rashid Latif 
that even a person like Imran is convinced 
that he has the ability to captain the national 
team 

For starters, events in the last few months 
have confirmed one thing, that Rashid is 
definitely an outspoken person, very clear in 
his mind about what he wants in life. 

How else can one explain his bizzare 
decision to announce his retirement from 
international cricket although the tour of 
Zimbabwe still had to be completed in 
January. Rashid says the conditions in the 
team had got so intolerable that he could no 
longer play under Salim Malik. 

Even today although the cricket circles are 
split into two groups over the perennial 
question whether Rashid and Basit Ali took 
the correct decision to announce their 
premature retirements, they are united in one 
aspect they have no doubt that Rashid is a 
person, who in spite of displaying bouts of 
immaturity at times, generally docs not 
tolerate any nonsense from anyone and is an 
honest and forthright person. 

One incident in the 1992 tour of England 
illustrates well just what sort of a person the 
Pakistan wicketkeeper-batsman really is A 
Journalist who covered the entire tour recalls 
that although it was Javed Miandad who had 
introduced Rashid into the team and was also 
captain then, once during the tour he got 
irritated over something and had a few harsh 
and choosy words for Rashid. "Rashid turned 
around and told Javed that while he had 
every right to scold him (Rashid), he should 
not use abusive language". 

The Journalist recalls Just how taken aback 
Javed Miandad was then, as he was not used 
to any Junior player answering him back in 
such a bold manner. 

This aspect of Rashid's character is very 



much apparent even in the foliowing RasMUMsavslMSiootf ky 

interview, when he states: "I belong to a ^ prteiplif 

background where neither is any injustice 
tolerated nor can I bear to see injustice being 
done to someone else". 

This then is Rashid, today rated as a tar 
better wicketkeeper and batsman than his 
close pal Moin Khan, whom he displaced as 
the number one keeper during the 1992 tour 
of England. 

Although still young as far as exposure in photographs MoiNuooMHAiy^ 





RASHniAIIF HITS OUT 

THERE ARE FOUR 
TEAMS WITHIN 
THE PAKISTAN 
TEAM" 

At the height of the betting scandal that rocked Pakistan cricket Rashid 
Latifand BasitAli announced their retirements. Here he gives the 
reasons for the action, even though both have announced their return 
since 


Test matches is concerned, Rashid has carved 
out a place for himself in the minds and hearts 
of Pakistani cricket followers, with his ability 
to play well in crisis situations, reminding one 
of the likes ofAsif Iqbal and Wasim Raja. 

He has minced no words in saying that 
Malik's tenure was one of the worst in 
Pakistan cricket and that he destroyed the 
team. Rashid has also been candid in claiming 
many times in the recent past that Maiik and 
some other players were in volved in illegal 
activities. He also claims to have evidence to 
support his allegations. 

But, so far the board has taken no initiative 
to resolve this issue, although privately some 
officials have said that Rashid should be 
rewarded lor his honesty. 

QUESTION: On the circumstances which 
compeUed him and Basit to announce 
their retirements from international 
cricket. 

RASHID: The situation in the team was very 
bad. People talk about India taking a positive 
step and fielding three teams in an internal 


practice tournament. 1 say such were the 
conditions that Pakistan doesn't need to have 
three teams, there are already four teams 
amongjust the 16 players in the team. How 
can one play in these circumstances? 

No one likes to leave a game where one 
earns such a lot in just one match. But we had 
to take a stand and decision 1 believe there 
can never be any compromise as far as 
principles are concerned. 

Why didn't you both wait until the team 
returned home from Zimbabwe? 

Look, we had spoken to Javed Burki and Arif 
Ali Khan Abbasi on the situation in the team. 
Burki also came over to Zimbabwe and spoke 
to us, as did one of the selectors Saleem Altaf 
in South Africa. But we were not satisfied 
with their attitude. It was only after Shane 
Warne and Tim May gave their statements 
that the attitude of the board changed. But 
even then we felt that they blamed us for the 
crisis in the team and would take some aaion 
against us. 

Was it a fear of Burki taking some action 


"People talk 
about India taking 
a positive step 
and fielding three 
teams in an 
international 
practice 

tournament I say 
such were the 
conditions that 
Pakistan doesn't 
need to have 
three teams, there 
are already four 
teams among the 
16 players in the 
team" 

■■ 
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Basit All was the only other 
player who foined forces 
with Latif 


'There were a 
number of players 
who wanted to 
say something, 
but didn't have the 
courage and 
conviction to 
come forward.... 
Unfortunately In 
this country 
everyone waits 
for someone else 
to come forward" 


against them^ which forced them to 
retire? 

t)iir drtision was based on the assumption 
that by announcing our sudden retirements 
we would draw attention of the world and the 
people bat k home towards what was 
happening in the learn As it is 1 believe the 
people already knew what was going on in the 
team 

But there are many who claim that you 
and Basit may in fact have staged a 
drama, as you were the ones involved in 
unethical practices: 

If wt are guilty show us a shred of evidence 
ilu n call ihe whole team and make them face 
us m the presence of board members Let's 
have an open debate I don i think anyone in 
the team can look us siiaight in the eyes and 
rc fu*at Ihese allegations 

Public opinion is that both of you should 
have taken back your retirement 
decisions back much earlier than you did! 

1 know that but tell me in the existing 
ciicumsiances how could we contemplate a 
comeback Nothing was clear, one did not 
know what the board really intended to do 


We didn't even know what was going to 
happen to Malik 

Fven Burki and Arif Abbasi spoke to us and 
assured us they wanted us to play for Pakistan 
again but how were we to believe them The 
situation was such that if we came back and 
tomorrow the board changes or we have a 
new captain we might end up being 
victimised tor speaking the truth 

To be honest I really didn't want to come 
back and play in such unfortunate 
circumstances Money is not everything in 
this world One also has to satisfy with his 
inner conscience 1 would rather prefer 
playing for |ust my bank and Karachi in 
domestic cricket 

The board thought the team needed us and 
agreed with the opinion of the masses, why 
not But the situation has changed I know 
that Basil was out of form and I was not 
playing well when we announced our 
retirements, but that is not such a big 
problem, because our reiiremefhs were not 
because of our performances, but due to other 
reasons 

Was it because of some other pr<^ssure 
that both of you could not perform well 
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INTERVIEW 


"Everyone knows 
thet in our country 
the press in not 
independent It is 
mainly a 
mouthpiece for 
the powerful" 


Salim Malik* Not Rashid 
Latifscupoftaa 


^ in South Africa and Zimbabwe? 

f Look the team was fragmenied, how tan 
anyone expect us or anyone to perfoi m in 
^ suth circumstances 

* In such circumstances what solution 
would you propose^ should the players 
said to be guilty be dropped and a new 
outfit be selected? 

I say the guilty players should be punished, 
say for four Test matches or one year But an 
example must be set It is not necessary that 
^ you drop them But. the thing is no one is 
willing to take any decisive action 1 or 
example, the board is just sitting still doing 
nothing and twiddling its lingers 
Unfortunately in this country everyone waits 



for someone else to come forward and do 
something This does not happen, one has to 
take action Didn't myself and Basil take a 
difficult decision 

Why didn't any other player support you 
in your cause? 

I ikc 1 said no one wants to come forwaid 
Theie were a number of players who wanted 
to say something but didn t have the courage 
and con\ iction to come forward 

In other words you and Basit sacrificed 
your careers for a cause: 

Yes, you can put it that way We had to do 
something What we did was for Pakistan, 
maybe our action will eveniuallv help cleanse 
up Pakistan ciicket ma>be the board might 
start taking sensible decisions at last The 
background fiorn which I come neither do I 
perpetuate injustice on someone nor do I 
tolerate injustice on mysell or someone else 

Why didn't you go to the press? 

There are reasons Let me explain, in Karachi 
alone theie is a newspapei which has both 
English and Urdu editions It has been 
consistently writing against us It makes us 
feel like strangers in our house If we had been 
in some other country peihaps we would 
have been awarded medals 

But in Lahore also the press has criticised 
you and some newspapers have held you 
responsible for the present crisis. 

Naturally, what c Ise can > on expect ^ 

Lveryone knows that in our country the press 
is not independent It is mainly a mouthpiece 
foi thepowerliil Wh> make accusations 
against us' 

We have not t leated this crisis If what all 
we have been saying is not correct tell me 
why did the board drop Malik and some other 
players for the Asia Cup'' Why have they 
stopped them from playing' 

In fact I suspect it was because of our action 
that there were also changes in the cricket set 
up 

Don't you think that by dropping so 
many senior players^ Pakistan's chances 
in the World Cup will be affected? 

Certainly But then this is something about 
which the Board should think Right now 
they seem to be only interested m hosting the 
tournament successfully. 1 don t think they 
are concerned about the team • 

COURTESY THE CRICKETER PAKISTAN ^ 



H/;"‘ AND PAKISTAN HAVE... 


-A LOT TO AN 


behind-the-scenes and forthright article, FOUZIA GHANI provides a Pakisi 
challenges of Imran and his bride _; 


t 


/ > I HE setting, in a plush 
Pans locality, was far 
removed from the 
stereotype of what his 
legion of admirers would have 
accepted from Imran Khan's 
prospective wedding The 
absence of shenaians, of the 
ubiquitous dhois and dholkis, of 
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brightly clad, bejeweled women 
and bustling shenvani, clad men. 
Everything that is associated with 
fun, clatter and glitter of a 
Pakistani wedding was missing. A 
Moroccan Imam read the nikah, 
the Pakistani ConsulGeneral and 
his assistant were the two 
necessary witnesses and the 


bride's parents,Sir James and 
Lady Annabel Goldsmith looked 
on incomprehensively as their 
daughter, Jemima, now Haiqa 
after her conversion to Islam six 
months ago, accepted one of the 
world's most well known 
bachelors as her husband—^and 
alongwith the contract 
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ni angle to the new life and 


renounced her right to divorce 
him. 

It was, said the dumbfounded 
Journalists who broke the news 
that Friday evening almost two 
months ago, a marriage union 
made by the most capricious fairy. 

He was a bom Muslim, who 
had only recently made a 


at Paris'Orly airport 

super-human effort to get back to 
his Islamic roots. She was a bom 
Catholic-Jew, who liked to party 
and dance and drink the night 
away in a succession of swanky 
top class addresses in London, 
Paris and the glittering capitals of 
the world. 

He was steeped in the ways of 
upper crust Lahore, with its slow 
moving lifestyle, its laid back way 
of living and its very earthy 
humour. She was a Sloane 
Ranger, pampered from birth and 
asked for nothing more than a 
Versace creation and a night on 
the town. 

He had completed his degree 
from Keble College, Oxford 
University, twenty years ago. She 
was a Bristol University dropout. 

He was 42, she only 21. 

It is not known if Imran Khan, 
knew of the birth of a baby girl to 
Lady Annabel, or if he was aware 
of the scandal that rocked Pelham 
Street, 21 years ago when she 
gave birth to her first daughter by 
her lover Sir James Goldsmith. It 
is not recorded what Jemima 
thought of the dashing, 
handsome cricketer who cut a 
swathe through the county 
grounds of England and through 
Lord's and The Oval all 
throughout the seventies and 
eighties while she was growing 
up. 

She could not have missed the 
headlines which detailed his 
relationships with society 
beauties and glamourous stars. 
Did she keep track of his aaivities 
via the social pages and glean 
from them that in his swank 
bachelor pad high above Draycott 
Avenue in South Kensington, 
Imran spent the summer months 
squiring a legion of lovely, leggy 
twenty-somethings to London's 
fashionable restaurants and 
week-end house parties to the 
best addresses in the country? 

Jemima Goldsmith, heiress to 
her father's £790 million 


business empire, pampered 
daughter of rich parents though 
she was, knew first hand the 
trauma of a divided family. Her 
father, always a philanderer, had 
never lived in her mother's house 
for any length of time, and was 
used to leading a dual life in 
England and in France. Jemima is 
said to have been very close to her 
mother but always in awe of her 
rather distant father. 

One incident, concerning the 
new Mrs Haiqa Khan, clearly 
points to the spunkiness and 
confidence with which she led 
her life. As reported in the Daily 
Mail "With barely controlled 
fury, the man leaned out of his 
car to speak to the young woman 
who had just pulled up at the 
kerb in the smart green 
convertible. 

"What the hell did you think 
you were doing?" he snarled. "Do 
you own the Effing Road?" 

The blonde fixed the driver 
with a stare that would have 
silenced an entire Pakistani 
cricket team Just denied an ibw 
deosion. 

"Actually," Jemima Goldsmith 
replied,cooly, "Ido." 

And she—or more accurately 
her father—-does This particular 
road in Ham on the edge of 
Richmond Park leads to the 
London family residence of 
Britain's seventh richest man. Sir 
James Goldsmith. 

For a while she went out with 
Joel Cadbury, her only serious 
boyfriend before Imran, from the 
age of 17 until her second year at 
Bristol. Old Etonian smoothie 
Cadbury, now 23, is the son of 
media tycoon Peter and runs the 
King's Club on the stretch of 
Fulham Road where trust funds 
babes like Jemima congregate. 

He graciously says: "I wish 
them every happiness. She's a 
great girl." 

But privately he has admitted 
to friends that her public serentiy 
was often punctuated by fierce 
spats, one of which, according to 
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his niothvi led to him heing 
dumped on the M25 along wnli 
his luggage 

' She IS the least doc ile person 1 
know,' he has remarked with a 
wary smile 

f rieiuls and i|ualifK'd ohsei \ ers 
think that il is ilie oh\ ions 
tension beiween paternal 
mlliience and a lejec non ol his 
lilestyle whuh has played a 
crucial role in her unexpected 
marriage 

I m not siiiprised she s ended 
up with an older man sa>s one 
of hei oldest friends who also 
prefers not to he named She 
definitely looks up lo her father 
as a powerful figure although 
she sc loser to her mother 

But he's alwa\s awav and he's 
paid more aiiention to the hoys 
than he has to her so sfu* s 
inev itahly endc‘d up Ic'eling left 
out I know feniima didii t like 
the way her father treated her 
mother She would say things 
like I only fincf out what he s 
doing III ihe papers I'm the last to 
know He didn I live at lioine 
and he was the sort of man who 
Loncenirated very much on his 
sons ’ 

Imran s mother-in-law, the 
toimidahle 1 ady Annahel 
Goldsmith had nothing hut 
words ol praise for her politically 
contioversial son-m-law 

She expects him to make the 
ideal hiishand for her fust 
daughter and is rejioried lo have 
told friends ’ I think we have got 
a good one for Jemima He s 
teriihly kind considerate and 
very charming—tun 1 m sure I 
tiaven't been taken m by him 

"He doesn't try his chaim on 
me—although when he uses n it 
can be very effective 1 m sure I 
am sure she will adpist She loses 
Imran and he loves her 

Moya Tong, who spent some 
time living with her husband 
while he w'orked on Ooidsmith s 
vast estate on the Mexican Pacific 
coast has another view "Rather 
than being shocked by the way 
Idamic women are iicated, I 


suspect she will find it somewhat 
familial," she says 

Sir James can be a fascinating 
man lor women, hut he likes 
them to stay m the backgre^und 
Jemima s mother has provided 
much love and security, hut the 
freciuenlly absent father, llie 
ever-growing siep-family and the 
element ol difference and 
distance in her hie with Sir James 
may be why Jemima has turned 
to Imran his religion and 
(oiiniry 

If stability IS what the young 
Jemima ciaves,it is not surprising 
slie turned to the man who as 
Pakistan cricket captain provideii 
a widely disparate unit to blend 
well together and play as a unit 
The love atfaii with Imran was 
conducted not only' in 1 ondon 
hut without her lather s 
knowledge in llie larnily villa 
ncMi Maibclla which Goldsmith 
last year lent to I^rincess Diana 
and her two sons Princes William 
and Harr\ 

Sir Jimmy wisely decided not 
to chase his daughter to Lahore, 
and at least pulilicly put up a 
brave, happy front Jemima on 
the other hand sjieni her lime in 
Pakistan gelling to know the 
family she would he marrying 
into, getting the feel of the 
enviionmeni and feeling her way 
around She absorbed the quid, 
even tenor of her lile witnessed 
at first hand the intense 
ahsorbtion with which Imran 
viewed his role as the chief 
inspiration behind the by now 
constructed C ancer liospital in 
Johai Town, and fell comfortable 
with the security and shelter that 
22, Zaman Park offered She 
accepted Imran s proposal with 
an alacrity winch may have 
stunned hei Sloney friends but 
which did not surprise Imian's 
sisters, all t)f whom had been 
gieatly impressed with her ability 
to blend in willi an environment 
that was at best different from 
Richmond 

Foi Pakistan's most 
charismatic ciickeier though the 


wedding was the 'happiest 
period oi his life " Imran had long 
despaired ol ever getting married, 
of finding the woman who would 
share his life's ambitions and 
meaning His family all approved 
of Jemima, his father willingly 
gave his consent after he gauged 
that Jemima was willing and able 
to lead a life in Lahore as Mrs 
Haiqa Khan Imran, who duriTig 
his cricket days, spent most of his 
time off the field hobnobbing 
with leggy blondes, without 
having too much to say to them, 
spent much time ccmtemplaiing 
the pros and cons of this marriage 

During his cricketing years, 
when he was, if anything, more 
popular as a pin up idol he used 
to flatly refuse t<) get married as 
he (oLild not find the lime and the 
effort to devote to a family and to 
cricket—and it was cricket 
which he insisted was his fust 
love As the years wore on, and as 
life in I ahore became 
increasingly weary without the 
stimulation of a companion who 
excited his mind, his thoughts 
turned towards marriage By the 
end of 1994 he was telling his 
close friends xhai^Inshalhih, 199S 
will be the year I get married ' 

By Pakistani standards, 
marriage to a 21 -year old who is 
half Catholic, half Jew, and who 
lias never done a sciious days 
work m her life, was a shock to 
the most immune systems What 
maiiered most in the aftermath of 
the shock was the news, as stated 
by Imran that his bride ' had 
studied Islam and convcrtc'd to 
Islam of her own conviction and 
volition We do not recognise the 
boundaries of race and religion in 
Islam," he said 

While many are shocked at the 
speed with which the marriage 
was announced and the nikah 
solemnised, slowly acceptance is 
setting in. While the disgruntled 
English media goes out of its way 
to ridicule Lahore and poke fun at 
the potholed streets and garbage 
dumps littered across the street 
corners, Pakistanis slowly came 




Mrs. Haiqa Khan in front of her falhar's 
palatial homo in England 

to terms with reality. 

Their hero had married a 
Jewish girl and converted her to 
Islam. To many that is an 
achievement in itself. Even as a 
cricketer there was not much 
Imran could do wrong for any 
length oi time. 

He was always a controversial 
figure, always a man who gave 
rise to hot debate on account of 
his strong convictions and hard 
line views. Yet by dint of example 
and by his supreme prowess on 
the field,lmran eventually would 
always manage to come out of a 
situation smelling if not 
completely of roses, then at least 
of sweet smelling jambellis. The 
boiiornlinc was always the 
honesty and conviction with 
which he played his cricket and it 
was by this conviction alone that 
he won over many to his point of 
view. 

And thus it was that the former 
Pakistan captain who beat 
England in the World Cup Final 
one spring evening in 1992, 
eventually brought home an 
English bride in 1995. The choice 
of .Jemima, the very essence of an 
Englishwoman as his bride,comes 
as no surprise to those who know 
Imran and his complex, intricate 
relationship with England, the 
land where he learnt all the social 
niceties which made him 
acceptable to the upper-rung of 
society. 

The soap opera which is the 
Imran-Jemima roadshow will be 
force fed to the public for a long 
time to come. Everything the 
couple does from now on will be 
of the greatest interest to the 
watching public,for Imran is one 
of those rare sporting heroes who 
has transcended sporting 
boundaries and Jemima, till now 
a typical rock and roll babe, has 
^ whetted all appetites by her 
\decision to embrace Islam and 
'\mran. 

\ Had Imran made this match 


five years ago when he too was a 
paid up member of the London 
glitzy set it would not have raised 
the furore it has. But the fact that 
it is Imran, who as an avowed 
Muslim has spoken of the 
decadent West and supposedly 
renounced all the trappings of the 
West, who attracted Jemima, 


which has upset the applecart 
and caused the press to poke fun 
at everything that is solid and 
substantial in Pakistani society. 
The challenge has been laid 
down. The stone has been cast 
and Mr and Mrs Imran Khan as 
well as the entire Pakistan nation 
now have a lot to answer for. • 
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ILLYPOINT 



News Quote: "My contract with Boca 
Juniors is with the heart. Jdon't need 
to sign a piece of paper, to Join in with 
the group and train with the 
team, "-Diego Maradona. 

T his was the first of 

Maradona's troubles. Since 
the contract was with the 
heart, the other pans of 
Maradona's body, like the nose, the 
hands, the legs and the stomach felt 
no obligation to obey the footballer's 
bidding. 

"After all," the right leg said, 
"Maradona did not think it 
worthwhile, to sign a contract with us. 
And that's sad because no one shakes 
a leg for free these days." 

"Hear, hear," the other parts of the 
body said. They had come to attend a 
protest meeting held in the large 
intestine of the stomach. 

"Without us co-operating, the left 
leg added. "Maradona cannot put out 
his best foot forward." 

Maradona has an ideal low centre of 
gravity," the right hand said, "but we 
still have to lend a helping hand, for 
him to maintain his balance." 

"It's a hard life for me too." the 
stomach complained, "because 
Maradona eats junk food, like 
hamburgers and French fries all the 
time. As I grow older, 1 just cannot 
stomach it any more." 

"What about me?" the nose said, "I 
am sick and tired of the smell of 
Inhaled cocaine. It's like carbon 
monoxide to me. And yet, despite 
34 


working ceaselessly, Maradona treats 
me like I am a nosey parker." 

The different pans of the body were 
indeed in a gloomy mood in 
Maradona's stomach. 


Later Maradona went for a training 
session with Boca Juniors. But when 
he got ready to kick the ball, the left 
leg passed a message to the ankle, not 
to bend. As a result,,Maradona could 




not kick the ball. The spectators, the 
coaches and the players, who had 
come for the training session, looked 
stunned at Maradona's inability to 
kick the ball. Boca Juniors had a 
senior who was behaving like a junior. 
Meanwhile, inside Maradona, there 
were whoops of joy from the hands 
and the legs. 

■I hope he's getting the message. * 
the right hand chortled, "if he wants 
to re-start his football career, he has to 
shake hands with us." 

"Otherwise, it's leg bye. I mean, 
goodbye." the right leg said. 

Then the stomach picked up the 

cordless telephone and told the hands 
and the legs. "I think you should send 
a message to the brain, explaining 
why you are behaving like this. 
Otherwise, the brain will think that he 



is suffering from brain fever. Also, the 
brain can inform Maradona why he 
can't kick the ball any more." 

When the brain got the message, he 
sighed and passed the message to 
Maradona. The latter wrung his hands 
together in despair and said. 
"Nowadays. I just cannot seem to 
understand body language at all. Oh 
God. what am I going to do now?" 
"You need the support of the brawn." 
the brain said. "I suggest that you send 
Pele as a mediator, since inside, he is 
regarded as the greatest footballer in 
the history of the game." 

So Maradona rang up Pele in Rio de 
Janeiro and the latter agreed to take 
up the mediator's role. So he came to 
Buenos Airek. There. Dr Carlos 
Bilardo injeaed the 'Ceaseheight' 
hormone and Pele became the size of a 
red blood corpuscle. Then the doctor 
injected Pele into Maradona's 
bloodstream and. during the journey 
to the heart, on a mini inflatable raft. 
Pele was stunned to see that the blood 
was not completely red. but black and 
blue at certain places. 

When Pele reached the heart, he 
asked why the colour of Maradona's 
blood was like this. 

The heart shrugged and said. "You 
know Maradona's lifestyle. Too much 
of drinking, too many late nights. The 
blood feels black and blue all over, 
although I always tell the blood. 'Be 
full of heart 1' 

Soon, the hands and the legs and 
the nose and the stomach came and 
hugged Pele one by one. Pele said 
gracefully. "I apologise on Maradona's 
behalf. He promised that he would 
sign separate coniraas with all of you. 
After all. there is no point of a blood 
feud." 

Everybody clapped, although the 
nose said. "Please tell Maradona that 
coke is no joke." 

There was an embarrassed silence. 
Then the stomach said quickly. "We 
are ready to rumble, provided 
Maradona does not stumble on his 
promise." 

"It's my word of honour." Pele said 
solemnly, his right palm placed over 
his heart. Then Pele got into his 
inflatable rafband paddled down the 


blood stream, to the island of the 
elbow. It was a serene and quiet place 
There were quite a few white blood 
corpuscles blood bathing. Pele was 
tempted to check into one of the 
luxurious '(elbow) rooms to let'. But 
he knew that Maradona would be 
worried about the outcome of the 
talks. So he took out a cellular 
telephone and gave Dr Bilardo a call. 
The latter pressed a needle into the 
elbow and extracted Pele out. Then a 
shot from a laser gun and Pele was 
restored to his normal size. Maradona 
accepted all what Pele said. Then he 
paid Pele for his services and he also 
told his lawyers, to draw up the 
contracts. The body started to work 
once again and Maradona's soccer 
magic returned. 

Two months later, everything was 
hunky dory. The contraas had been 
signed, and the legs, the hands and the 
stomach were happy. Only the nose 
had a few misgivings, but he decided 
to turn up his nose on it. 

Unfortunately, these misgivings 
turned out to be true, because in his 
first match after the drug ban. 
Maradona was singled out for a 
random drug test and was found to be 
full of cocaine. FIFA promptly banned 
him for life. 

A defiant Maradona going loony by 
the minute decided to go 
the moon, to get up some lunar 
support, in order to get his sentence 
overturned. At his first public meeting 
on the moon, in front of a stadium of 
young fans. Maradona inhaled a bit of 
cocaine from a tin foil, lightly tapped 
his nose with his fingers, looked up 
and said. "This is a small sniff for me. 
but on giant snort for mankind!" Then 
he passed and burst into song: "We 
don't need no drug tests/we don't 
need no thought control/no dark 
sarcasm from the referees/oh. FIFA, 
leave us players alonel" 

The crowd cheered wildly and 
Maradona raised his hands and waved 
enthusiastically...so watch this space 
for the further adventures of Diego 
Maradona, who was fast on his way to 
becomig Planet Earth's most famous 
Moonwalker. 

Shevlin Sebastian 
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N A LYSIS 


With qualifiers for next year's European Football Championships 
about to resume in mid-August, the overall situation shows that some 
leading teams are in doubt of their place in the finals 



BY NOW KAPADIA 




j ; ITH less than a year to go, 

\ ‘ Euro '96 or the European 

Football Championship 
finals, being held in England for the 
first time, is looming large. It promises 
to be a momentous, exciting and 
historic football tournament. In terms 
of quality football, ft can be on par 
with the World Cup. After all, except 
for Brazil, seven of the quarter finalists 
in the 1994 World Cup were from 
Europe. 

However the Euro '96 qualifiers 
have revealed that the minnows of 
Europe have found a place in the sun. 
Standards have levelled out. Also as 
no really great players are emerging in 
Europe, there are no breath takingly, 
outstanding teams, like France in 
1984, with their magical midfield, 
Michel Platini, Alain Giresse, Jean 
Tigana and Luis Fernandez, or 
Holland in 1988 with Ruud Gullit, 
Marco van Basten and Frank 
Rijkaard or West Germany in 1974 
with Franz Beckenbauer, Gerd Muller 
and Paul Breitner. So there are no 
clear-cut favourites for the Euro '96 
finals next summer. In fact ironically, 
some of the quarter finalists of the 
1994 World Cup are struggling to 
qualify. Sweden is coming third in 
Group 3 and are unlikely to make it to 
the final round. Even three-time 
World Cup champions and twice 
European champions (1972 and 
1980) Germany are struggling to 
qualify, from Group 7. Holland which 
extended Brazil in the 1994 World 

Ghtorge Haoi's inclusion after his second 
mairlaoe will inspire an already in-form 
Romania 


inspire an already in-form 


Cup, losing 2-3 in a memorable 
quarter final may miss the bus, in 
group 5. The Czech Republic may pip 
Holland for second spot in the group, 
and Norway with 19 points from 
seven matches having already 
qualified. 

England decided in January 1991 to 
seek hosting rights. The bid was 
formally delivered to the UEFA in 
November 1991 and was approved on 
May 6, 1992. During this period, the 
history of Europe was rc-wnlten, 
with the collapse of the mighty USSR 
and the emergence of many new 
nation states. Hence in November 


in many matches, has still won five 
and drawn two matches. Romania 
have won all their five matches at 
home taking them seven points clear 
of both France and Poland, who now 
look set for a close contest for the 
runners-up berth. France without the 
suspended genius. Eric Cantona are 
having trouble scoring goals. Of the 
four matches left for both France and 
Poland, the former has three home 
matches. In contrast Poland has three 
away matches. Their only home 
match is on Sept. 6 against group 
leaders Romania. France should find 
home matches against Azerbaijan on 


gasping. The Spaniards are the Danes* 
jinx team, having beaten them five 
times in major competition going back 
to the 1984 European championship 
semi finals in France. However the 
Danes have played just six matches as 
compared to Belgium's seven. In the 
remaining fixtures in this group, 

Spain has two easy home matches 
against Cyprus and Macedonia, which 
should ensure qualification. 

However, the crucial lie to decide the 
runners-up berth could be on Sept. 6, 
when Denmark travel to Brussels to 
play Belgium. It could be curtains for 
the losers of this lie. Belgium's coach 


1992, UEFA (the governing body for 
football in Europe) decided to double 
the size oi the finals from eight to 
sixteen teams. So the Euro '96 finals in 
England will be historic as sixteen 
teams, including some new nation 
States, will participate. 


HE qualifying system for the 
Euro '96 final rounds is 
complicatedf^M^te and 
could need a math|^ulw^hi7 kid 
to unravel the Hosts 

England and the eight groui) winners 
will qualify plus gfoUf^rtinners-up 
with the best comparative records 
(discounting their results with the 
bottom two teams in each group). The 



S r-up nations with the 

:ords will then play-off, in a 
me on December 12 this 
lays before the draw for the 
unher complicate .thtissue, 
l^as asked UEFATo«urn 
the play inio^ three-team seri^. On 
April 22 this ylj^r, the probatioi^for 
Yugoslavia wa^^tended by the 
United Nation^^jgventy fivq^days. 

* This period end ofHpl^ 

Then the UN mul|HBe^etween 
further extension aHH9|||y)n j 
Yugoslavia or a reduSHA 
Group 1, is thepne 

according to form knd rolHifon sdH 
far. World Cup 19m)uaP^'finalistn 
Romania are almost cemn to qualifw 
for the final round. They iKye | 
amassed 17 points | 

matches, playcd[^far'*^"“'^®^ ^ 
spite of 
of 


to nose ahead of 

^DfflP^^^pionships in 
IHlieigium. Spain has won six of 
HReir seven matches including a 3-0 
win over Denmark in Seville, which 
left the defending title holders 


France's Eric Cantona during his court 
hearings in London. Franca is missing him 
during the European qualifiars 

Paul Van Himst accused of being 
taaically limited has stated that he 
will retire if his country docs not 
qualify for the Euro '96 final rounds. 

Group 3 has been full of surprise 
results. Third in the 1994 World Cup, 
Sweden is going through a bad patch. 
Defeats by Turkey. Hungary and a 
^hortie dfiaw < 1 -1) with Iceland have all 
Euro '96 final round 
dreams. Swedish coach Tommy 
Svensson missed the hyperactive and 
creative midfielder Tomas Brolin, due 
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EURO '96 QUALIFYING TABLE 


AUntk at the results, remaining fixtures attd Group talfies as they stood atthehafi^vdyma 

Note: Group winners and six best second-placed teams play to qualify for finals. Remaining iwosecond-pb^ teams play off lorapr 

M l 16.08.95 Armenia V Denmark | 26.04.95 Croatia v Slovenia 2-0 

06.09.95 BeMumv Denmark 26.04.95 Bstoniav Ukraine 0-1 


GROUP1 

04.09.94 Israel V Poland 
07.09.94 Slovakia V France 
07.09.94 Romania v Azerbaijan 
08.10.94 France v Romania 

12.10.94 Israel v Slovakia 

12.10.94 Poland v Azerbaiian 

12.11.94 Romania V Slovalcia 

16.11.94 PolandvFrance 

16.11.94 Azerbaijan v Israel 

13- 12-94 Azerbaijan V Prance 

14- 12-94 Israel v Romania 
29.03.95 Romania v Poland 
29.03.95 Israel V France 
29.03.95 Slovakia V Azerbaijan 
25.04.95 Poland V Israel 
26.04.95 France V Slovakia 
26.04.95 Azerbaijan v Romania 
07.06 95 Poland v Slovakia 
07.06.95 Romania V Israel 
16.08.95 Prance V Poland 
16.08.95 Azerbaijan V Slovakia 
06.09.95 France vAzerbaiijan 
06.09.95 Slovakia V Israel 
06.09.95 Poland V Romania 
11.10 95 Romania V France 

11.10.95 Israel V Azerbaijan 

11.10.95 Slovakia v Romania 

15.11.95 Slovakia v Romania 

15.11.95 Azerbaijan V Poland 

15.11.95 France V Israel 


ROMANIA 

FRANCE 

POLAND 

ISRAEL 

SLOVAKIA 

AZERBAIJAN 


P W D L F A Pts 

7 5 2 0 15 5 17 

6 2 4 0 6 0 10 

6 3 1 2 12 7 10 

7 2 3 2 11 10 9 

6 1 2 3 8 15 5 

6 0 0 6 2 16 0 


GROUP2 

07.09.94 Cyprus V Spain 
07 09 94 Macedonia v Denmark 
07 09.94 Belgium v Armenia 
08 10 94 Armenia v Cyprus 

12.10.94 Denmark V Belgium 

12.10.94 Macedonia v Spain 

16.11.94 Belgium v Macedonia 

16.11.94 Spain v Denmark 

16.11.94 Cyprus V Armenia 
17-12-94 Belgium V Spam 

17-12-94 Macedonia v Cyprus 
29.03.95 Spain V Belgium 
29.03.95 Cyprus V Denmark 
26.04.95 Armenia V Spain 
26.04.95 Belgium V Cyprus 
26.04.95 Denmark v Macedonia 
10.05.95 Armenia vJMacedonia 
07.06.95 Denmark V Cyprus 
07.06.95 Macedonia v Belgium 
07.06.95 Spain v Armenia 


16.08.95 Armenia V Denmark 
06.09.95 Belgium V Denmark 
06.09.95 Spain V Cyprus 
06.09.95 Macedonia V Armenia 
07.10.95 Armenia V Belgium 

11.10.95 DenmarkvSpaln 

11.10.95 Cyprus V Macedonia 

15.11.95 Spain V Macedonia 

15.11.95 (^rusvBelgium 

15.11.95 Denmark v Armenia 


SPAIN 

BELGIUM 

DENMARK 

CYPRUS 

MACEDONIA 

ARMENIA 


P WDL F APts 

7 6 1 0 15 3 19 

7 3 2 2 13 9 11 

6 3 2 1 10 6 11 

7 1 2 4 4 12 5 

7 1 2 4 5 12 5 

6 1 1 4 2 7 4 


GROUPS 

07.09.94 Iceland V Sweden 0-1 

07.09.94 Hungary v Turkey 2-2 

12.10.94 Turkey V Iceland 5-0 

12.10.94 Switzerland v Sweden 4-2 

16.11.94 Switzerland V Iceland 1-0 

16.11.94 Sweden V Hungary 2-0 

14.12.94 Turkey V Switzerland 1-2 

29.03.95 Turkey v Sweden 2-1 

29.03.95 Hungary V Switzerland 2-2 

26.04.95 Hungary V Sweden 1-0 

26.04.95 Switzerland v Turkey 1 -2 

01.06.95 Sweden V Iceland 1-1 

11.06.95 Iceland V Hungary 2-1 

16.08.95 Iceland v Switzerland 
06.09 95 Sweden v Switzerland 
06.09.95 Turkey V Hungary 

11.10.95 Switzerland v Hungary 

11.10.95 Iceland V Turkey 

11.11.95 Hungary V Iceland 

15.11.95 SwedenvTurkey 

P W D L F A Pti 

TURKEY 5 3 I 1 12 6 10 

SWITZERLAND 5 3 1 1 10 7 10 


SWEDEN 6 2 13 7 

HUNGARY 5 12 2 6 

ICELAND 5 113 3 

GROUP 4 

04.09.94 Estonia V Croatia 
07.09.94 Slovenia Vitaly 
07.09.94 Ukraine V Lithuania 
08.10.94 Estonia Vitaly 
09.10.94 Croatia V Lithuania 

12.10.94 Ukraine V Slovenia 

13.11.94 Ukraine vEstonto 

16.11.94 Slovenia V Lithuania 

16.11.94 Italy vCioatia 
25.03.95 Italy V Estonia 
25.03.95 Croatia vUbaine 
29.03.95 Slovenia vfotonia 
29.03.95 Ukraine Vitaly 
29,03.9S Lithuania V Croatia 
26.04.95 Lithuania vHfiy 


26.04.95 Croatia V Slovenia 
26.04.95 Bstoniav Ukraine 
07.06.95 Lithuania V Slovenia 
11.06.95 Estonia V Slovenia 
11.06.95 Ukraine V Croatia , 
16.08.95 Estonia vLithunia 
03.09.95 Croatia V Estonia 
06.09.95 Italy V Slovenia 
06.09.95 Lithuania V Ukraine 
08.10.95 Croatia vltaW 

11.10.95 Slovenia v Ukraine 

11.10.95 Lithuniav Estonia 

11.11.95 ItalyvUkraine 

15.11.95 Slovenia V Croatia 

15.11.95 Italy V Lithuania 


CROATIA 

ITALY 

LITHUANIA 

UKRAINE 

SLOVENIA 

ESTONIA 


P W D L F A Pts 

7 5 1 1 12 2 16 

6 4 1 1 11 4 13 

6 3 1 2 6 5 10 

7 3 1 3 5 8 10 

7 2 2 3 9 8 8 

7007 2 18 0 


GROUPS 

06.09.94 Czech Rep V Malta 6-1 
07.09.94 Luxembourg V Holland 0-4 
07 09.94 Norway V Byelorussia 1-0 
12 10.94 Malta V Czech Rep 0-0 
12 10.94 Byelorussia V 

Luxembourg 2-0 

12.10.94 Norway V Holland 1-1 

16 11.94 Byelorussia v Norway 0-4 

16.11.94 Holland V Czech Rep 0-0 

14.12.94 Maluv Norway 0-1 

14.12.94 Holland V Luxembourg 5-0 

22.02.95 Malta v Luxembouig 0-1 
29.03.95 Czech Rep v Byelorussia 4-2 
29.03.95 Luxembourg v Norway 0-2 
29.03.95 Holland V Malta 4-0 

26.04.95 Byelorussia v Malta 1 -1 
26.04.95 Czech Rep v Holland 3-1 
26.04.95 Norway v Luxembourg 5-d 
07.06.95 Byelorussia v Holland 1 -0 
07.06.95 Luxembourg v Czech Rep 1 -0 
07.06.95 Norway V Malta 2-0 

16.08.95 Norway V Czech Rep 
06.09.95 Czech Rep V Norway 
06.09.95 Luxembourg V Malta 
]06.09.95 HoHandVByeiorM^ 
07.10.95 BydprussiavCztj^Rep 

11.10.95 MalmvBonand 

11.10.95 LfixettliboutgvByelOnissia 
12.1 L95 Malta V Byelorussia 
15.1K95 Ckecb Rep V Luxembourg 

15.11.95 HonandvNorway 

P WiSL P APts 

NORWAY 7 * I 0 16 I 19 


NORWAY 

HOULANO 

CZBOLjm 


9 3 2 2 15 

6 i 4 1 13 

ilA 6 4 I 3 0 


15 9 n 
13 5 11 
0 10 7 






ANAL Y S IS 



I UgMl 1995 ) 

Hnals. CMacf reftimr (kom August 15, 


GROUFU 

20.M,94 N. Ireland vUechumsteln 4-1 
07.09,94 Ueditenstein v Austria 0-4 
07.09.94 N Ireland V Portugal 1-2 
07.09.94 Latvia V Rep. Ireland 0-3 
09.10.94 Latvia V Portugal 1-3 

12.10.94 Austria vNlie^ 1-2 

12.10.94 Rep. Ireland V 

Uratensteln 4-0 

13.11.94 Portugal V Austria 1-0 

15.11.94 Ueditenstein V Latvia 0-1 

16.11.94 N. Ireland V Rep Ireland 0-4 

ia.12.94 Portugal VUeditenstein 8-0 
29.03.95 Rep. IrebndvN. Ireland 1-1 
29.03.95 Austria V Latvia 5-0 

26.04.95 Rep. Ireland V Portugal 1-0 
26.04.95 Latvia v N Ireland 0-1 

26.04.95 Austria v Ueditenstein 7-0 
03.06.95 PonugalvLatvia 3-2 

03.06.95 Ueditenstein v 

Rq> Ireland 0-0 

07.06.95 N Ireland vUtvia 1-2 

11.06.95 Rep Ireland v Austria 1-3 
15.08.95 Ueditenstein V Portugal 
16.08.95 Latvia V Austria 
03.09.95 Portugal vN. Ireland 
06.09.95 Austria V Rep Ireland 
06.09.95 Latvia vUecntensteIn 

11.10.95 Rep. Ireland V Latvia 
11.10.95 Austria V Portugal 

11.10.95 Liechtenstein vN Ireland 

15.11.95 Ponugalv Rep Ireland 
15.11.95 N.Xrebndv Austria 


PORTUGAL 
RBP.lRBLAin) 7 
AUSTRIA 6 
KORTHERN 7 
IRELAND 
LATVIA 7 

UECHTENSIRIN 7 


PWDL F APta 


17 5 

14 4 
20 4 
10 11 

6 16 
1 28 


15 

14 

12 

10 

6 

1 


01IOIIP7 

0749.94 WaltsvAlbanfa 
^.09.^ t^nlavMoUova 
12.10.M' V Wale$ 

12.10.94 BulgariavGeoxgla 

16.11.94 ARMinia IT Germany 


16.11.94 

16.11.94 

1442.94 

14.12.94 
144X94 



vVTitei 

VBulilfto 
'•vG«itn(niy 

yvAANllMi' 

rOnnamr 

.. 



34.04.93 GemunifvWtfCf 
24.04.93 

M.04.93 GcmgltVAI&anta 
07.06.93 BuInmvGeniuuiy 
07.04.93 Vt^v<3co(gi|i 
07.06.93 MoktovavAIbatii* 
04.09.93 GcmuniyvOean^ 
04.09.93 WaksvMoUova 
0409.93 ABMnlavBidBuia 
07.10.93 Bulguria V ARNUSla 
04.10.93 Gcmuuiyv Moldova 
11.10.93 WaleivGcni^y 

11.10.93 GeoiglavBulana 

13.11.93 GcnuanyvBuiiatla 
13.11.93 AttwaiavWaks 
13.11.93 Moldova v'Georgla 


1*1 

0>3 

2-0 

3-2 

0-1 

2-3 


BVLGAKIA 

GERMANY 

GBORGU 

AIBANIA 

MOUIOVA 

WAUS 


•• 

GROUPS 


PWDL P 
4 4 0 0 14 
1- 
0 
0 
0 
1 


APM 

4 14 
6 13 

5 12 
11 4 
IS 4 
14 4 


07.09.94 

07.09.94 

12.10.94 

12.10.94 

12.10.94 

16.11.94 

14.11.94 

16.11.94 

14.12.94 
14.12.94 
29,03.94 
29.03.93 

2404.93 
26.04.93 
24.04.93 
04.03.93 

2303.93 


07.04.93 

07.04.95 

11.04.93 

16.04.93 

14.04.93 

04.09,93 

0409.93 

0409.93 

il4ft9S 

i 1.10.99 

13.11.93 

13.U,9f 

13.11,9! 


Finland vSootland 0-2 
Faroe Islands V Greece 1-5 
Scotland V Faroe Islands 5-1 
Greece V Finland 4-0 

Russia V San Marino 4-0 

Scotland V Russia l-l 
Greece V San Marino 2-0 
Finland V Faroe Islands 5-0 
Finland VSan Marino 4-i 
Greece vScMland I-O 

Russia V Scotland 0-0 

SanMailttovFinland 0-2 
SsnMssinovScodand 0-2 
GieeoevRusila 0-3 

FaroeblandsvFtnland 0-4 
Russia V Farce Islands 3-0 
Faroe Islands V 
SanMarino 3-0 

Faroe Uabdsv Scotland 0-2 
Sm Marino V Russia 0-7 
FInlaiidvC&eeoe 2-1 

ScodandvOieece 
Finlmvltussla 
SopdaiidvPtaland 
FaitR btoadtv Russia 
MwMarlnny Greece 
RttriMvSReiM 
S«9MiidnoVFafeoe islands 
ScrasAd V S4n Marino 
;asrievFiidaad 

V Faroe Islailds 



to an ankle fracture In the match with 
Hungary last November. Their 
midfield dynamo Stefan Schwarz, 
who had a busy season for English 
dub Arsenal is jaded and did not fare 
well in the recent rounds of qualifying 
matches. Ace striker, ebony hued 
Martin Dahlin is also out of form. Thus 
Sweden has managed just seven 
points from six matches and 
qualification is in jeopardy. 

The surprise leaders of this group 
are Turkey and Switzerland with ten 
points each from five matches. Both 
the Swiss and the Turks have home 
matches against Hungary, which 
should result in easy wins. Hungary is 
in a process of transition and is a pale 
shadow of their former selves. With 
thirteen points, Turkey and 
Switzerland would be well placed as 
they would need just a draw in their 
remaining two matches to progress to 
the final round. Incidentally Group 3, 
was the only five team group. In this 
topsy- turvy group favourites Sweden 
and Hungary have been inconsistent 
which could allow the lesser fancied 
Swiss and Turks to qualify for England 
next summer. 

t - * XCEPT for Italy, the other five 
nations in Group 4, represent 
. 4 the changed political scenario 
of Europe. They are all nations which 
have emerged after the crumbling of 
the Soviet Union and Yugoslavia. 
Befittmgly, one of the newly emerged 
nation states, Croatia has dazzled in 
Group 4 and appear well on the way to 
England next year. In November last 
year they humbled World Cup 
runners-up Italy 2-1 in an away match 
at Palermo. Croatian stnker Davor 
Suker scored both goals. This defeat 
was Italy's fifth in 34 games under 
coach Arrigo Sacchi with 21 wins and 
eight draws. Croatia were cruising on 
top of the group but received a minor 
setback when they lost 0-1 to Ukraine 
last month. With an array of talented 
players, like Davor Suker, Alen 
Boskic, Robert Prosenecki, Robert 
Jami and D. Savicevic, Croatia could 
be one of the favourites for Euro‘96 
final rounds. The players are both 
talented and committed. They play 
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European Footballer of the Year, Hriato 
Stolchfcov. it Bulparia's laadino light 

with a fervour and air of patriotism, 
typical of a new nation state. The 
Croatians hope to get international 
limelight for their country by their 
exploits in football. 

Of Croatia's three remaining 
matches, two are with wooden 
spooncrs Slovenia and Estonia. Six 
points from these matches should 
guarantee progress to the final round. 
Italy is coming second with 13 points 
from six matches. The Italians are 
beset with the same problem as in '94 
World Cup, the absence of a lethal 
striker. Still they have three home 
ties, of their four remaining matches, 
which should see them through as the 
second placed team. Italy has wins 
over third and fourth placed teams, 
Lithuania and Ukraine which will 
help in qualification. For under the 
complex qualification rules, results 
against the bottom two teams do not 
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Like m the World Cup qualifiers, 
Norway have been the shock troopers 
in the Euro 96 qualifying matches 
also. They are toppingGroup 5 with an 
impressive 19 points from seven 
matches. They are eight points ahead 
of second placed Holland and the 
Czech Republic. In their last match, 
goals by Jan Age Fjortoft and lanky 
striker Jostein Flo, enabled Norway 
beat Malta 2-0. However June 7,1995 
was the day of the minnows. Holland 
featuring seven members of Ajax's 
Champions' Cup winning team, went 
down 0-1 to Byelorussia in Minsk 
while the Czech Republic were 
equally sensationally beaten 0-1 in 
Luxembourg. When Guy Hellers 
scored seconds before time, it gave 
Luxembourg their greatest win in 
their long and mostly woeful 
international football history. For 
twenty two years from 1973 to 1995, 
Luxembourg had not chalked up a 
win against any European nation. 

This year they beat Malta 1 -0 and the 
Czech Republic. These surprise 
defeats have further cemented 
Norway's position as top of Group 5. 

Norway has three tough remaining 
matches, home and away against the 




Czech Republic and an away match 
with Holland If they can manage 
three points, they could secure their 
place to the final rounds Holland 
continue to remain an enigma They 
have an array of talented players at 
club level However, recently, except 
for their tnumph in the 1988 
European championships, Holland 
undera< hieved, 
has playt*d^ 

vital an could lead to the Dutch getting 

elimina*«Jf^ Mh 

InCroupsnr^eexpotientsjgii^^ » 
long ball, the Repubnc^||^|l|^^ 
looked well on course to clinch a 
qualifyingspot a monthago but have 
suddenly hit a rocky patch First they 
were held goalless by Liechtenstein, a 
result which gave the part-timers 
their first point in competitive 
football Then the Irish lost 1 - 3 at 
home to Austria, who could still 
qualify despite their poor start in the 
group Four teams are still in 
contention in Group 6 Portugal are on 
lop with fifteen points from six 
matches and are best placed to qualify 
The crucial match in this group could 
be at Vienna on Sept 6, when Jack 
Charlton s Republic of Ireland travel 
to take on Austria This group could be 
decided by matches on the last day of 
the qualifiers (Nov 15) Portugal vs 
Republic of Ireland at Lisbon and N 
Ireland vs Austria With Jack 
Charlton s team in a state of 
transition, Portugal and Austria are 
favoured to qualify from this group 


Bulgaria have been sensational in 
Group? They are the only team in the 
European qualifiers with a 100 per 
cent success rate Bulgaria has secured 
eighteen points from six matches, to 
top the group and prove their World 
Cup semi final plaang was no flash in 
the pan Only an unlikely collapse in 
their remaining four matches will 
deny Bulgana qualification Bulgaria 
is rapidly becoming the bogey team of 
Germany Ironically they are beating 
Germany in temperament and 
fighting spirit, considered Tuetonic 
hallmarks In World Cup 94, they 
rallied from 0-1 to oust Germany 2-1 
in the quarter finals In a group match 


last month, 
penalties 
the1 
byE 



two 
fer of 
d a third 
lelinous 


ropean 
Itoichkoj 

Coji^flh thirteen 
ind they will 
I when they 
J^jfllhme match on 
Wales, on 
Germany has three home 
which should enable them 
iottf^ltfy as the second team from the 
^oup ahead of spirited Georgia 
German coach Benie Vogts, is 


breaking-in several younger players, 
like Christian Ziege, attacking 
midfielder Bassler and top scorer in 
the German league Hcrrlich and 
hopes they will mature by the final 
rounds next year In a match amongst 
no-hopers in this group, the tiny 
Communist state of Albania chalked 
up their first away win in a 
competitive match for fifty years with 
a histone 3-2 win over Moldova 
Group 8, IS also evenly poised 
Finland moved to the top of the group 
with fifteen points from seven 


matches when they beat Greece 2 -1 at 
Helsinki Russia are second with 14 
points from six matches In their last 
match they thiashed minnows San 
Marino, a small principality which 
could almost fit inside Moscow's Red 
Square Scotland with 14 points from 
seven matches and Greece with 12 
points from six matches are also in the 
fray Scotland with three home 
matches, against Greece, Finland and 
San Marino are favoured to progress 
Russia s home and away matches 
with Finland could also be crucial 
The marathon session ol Furo 96 




Martin Dahlin'a (left) poor form hat boon a 
tomblo sotback for Swodon 

qualifiers will end on Nov 15 Already 
the excessive number ol matches has 
come in for stringent cnticism The 
legendary Franz Beckenbauer has 
stated that "the major countries 
should not have to play so often 
against little teams who cannot give us 
a game " He wants the teams divided 
into a first and second division, based 
on results, with a few second division 
teams progressing 
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Can the SAVs new 
schemes aimed to 
produce top level sports 
champions actually help 
Indian sport in the 
future,or will it be 
another waste of time 
and money? 


I N the midst of the scorching 
sweaty summer as people 
eagerly awaited the welcome 
squelchy monsoon showers the 
hilJs were alive with the sound of 
sporting laughter Bubbling laughter 
bouncing balls scampering feet and 
strenuous exercises were witnessed at 
Darjeeling Kurseong Kalimpong 
Imphal and Shillong The scenario 
the summer coaching camps 
organisc'd by the Sports Authority of 
India These are the coac hing 
camps for India s sporting c lite of the 
future the adolescents in quest of an 
Asiad medal or Olympic glory at the 
turn of the century All India camps 
were hc‘ld in archery boxing 
badminton table tennis swimming 
and gymnastics At the zonal level, 
camps were held in athletics 
basketball badminton football 
handball hockey volleyball and 
wrestling Except for football and 
wrestling (only for boys) other 
camps wc re for both sexes 
This year about 2 500 out of a 
projected 3 305 students attended the 
S A1 summer camps with total 
expenditure in the range of Rs 36 
lakhs Giving a break up of the 
expenditure Mr O P Bhatia 
executive director of SAI said We 
pay for travel board and lodging (food 
isprov iedatRs 35 per head per day) 
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Fomier Mohaimiwdan Sportiim player and NIS 
coach Aslam Khan training the lunior hoys at a 
summer camp in Darieeling 

sports kit equipment medicdl tests 
and assessment by sports scientists 
which works out to about Rs 1 600 
per child The question that aiises is 
about the efficacy of SAI s sporting 
schemes Is it money being wasted 
or will It help to alter India s sports 
ethos in the fuiure*^ Time as always 
will provide the final answer 
SAI officials are however confident 
that the government related sports 
schemes will help orbit Indian sports 
into the 21st century Mr Bhatia with 
a gleam of satisfaction and in a tone of 
enthusiasm says The results already 
show that we are on the right track ' 


Till July 1995 SAI has 4,600 trainees, 
mostly teenagers in their five 
schemes These champions of the 
future are from 51 adopted schools ot 
the National Sports Talent Contest 
(NSTC) scheme from 30 centres of 
the Sports Project Development Area 
(SPDA), from 18 Sports Hostels, 17 
Army Boys Sports Companies (ABSC) 
and 13 Spenal Area Games (SAG) 
centres The SAG is focussed for 
non-education seaor sportspersons 
from hilly rural and coastal areas 
where 338 inmates are'linder training 
in 8 SAG centres The NSTC scheme 
scouts genetically gifted children at a 
young age of 10 to 12 years and tnes to 
nurture them saentifically At present 
1,249 boys and girls are receiving 



training in 50 adopted sdiools 
Solar, 18 sports hostels m ITstates 
of the country are established and 
about 930 sportspersons are under 
training Two new Sports Hostels m 


year It will cater to two disciplines 
(athletics and volleyball) Explaining 
the relevance of these Centres of 
Excellence, Mr Bhatia said "They will 
be like fmishing schools, to enable 
talented sportspersons to undergo 


sports The best coaches, sports 
saentists and equipment will be 
available at these Centres These 
Centres of Excellence will expand by 
1996 Calcutta will cater for table 
tennis and archery, wrestling at 



advanced trainmg and enhance their 
medal winning prospects in 
international meets " So adnussion to 
these Centres of Excellence will be for 
a bmited few SAI offiaals feel it will 
lead to a type of mentocracy m Indian 


Patiala, swimming at Gandhinagar, 
weightlifting will be added at 
Bangalore next year and shooung at 

Hw yemg iwfi mdwy camp at Dow 
Hril Girls'Scbaal 



Pondicherry and m Gurdaspur district 


of Punjab are to be set up by the end of 
this year Under the refoims and 
modifications being earned out by 
SAI, these Sports Hostels are to be 
Sub-Centres of Excellence and 
sportspersons from here should 
gradually graduate to the Centres of 
Excellence to be set by SAI by the end 
of 1995 

The Tata Consultancy Services 
which reviewed the SAI schemes 
strongly recommended that SAI 
established Centres of Excellence to 
produce champions The first Centre 
of Excellence will start at the SAI 
Centre m Bangalore by the end of this 

niaS||lv|Gla|M^^ 
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Delhi and the School of Infantry at 
Mhow. SAI is contributing Rs. 1 crore 
to develop an international class 
shooting range at Mhow. 

These Centres of Excellence will be 
only for international class 
sportspersons and national teams 
training for Asian Games or the 
Olympics. 

As part of the rationalisation of 
SAl's promotional schemes, a massive 
effort will commence in 1996 to 
broadbase sporting activity in the 
country. The new scheme to be 
launched, known as 'grassroots 
sports' will have several novel 
features. Each district in India will get 
a sanction of Rs. 50,000 to organise 
inter-school sports contests in about 
four or five disciplines. Athletics will 
be compulsory and other sports will 
depend on their popularity in that 
region. For instance districts in Bengal 
can organise sports competitions in 
football, table tennis and swimming 
which are popular games besides 
athletics. Each district is to raise about 
Rs. 50,000-75,000 in addition to the 
Central grant. 

The district level winners will then 
participate in a state level meet. The 
winning school of a state will then 
compete on a national basis. Points 
will be awarded for success at the 
national level. At the state level, 
competition will be organised by the 
local directorates. At the national 
level, SAI along with the School 
Games Federation of India (SGFI) will 
organise the tournaments. The 1,992 
coaches employed by SAI, will also be 
involved in these tournaments from 
the district level. The state which 
accumulates the maximum points 
will be awarded the Dr. Sarvapalli 
Radhakrishnan Trophy. The state's 
Sports Minister will receive this 
trophy from the President of India, 
along with a Scroll of Honour and a 
cash prize of Rs. 1 lakh along with the 
Aijuna and Dronacharya Award 
winners at Dhyan Chand's birthday 
on August 29, each year. The annual 
estimated costs are Rs, 5 crores. This 
scheme is scheduled to commence 
next year and the grant sanaion is 
awaiting the signature of the Union 
Finance Minister, Mr. Manmohan 
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Singh. 

Some of the SAI schemes, like the 
summer coaching camps, SAG and 
NSTC are nearly a decade old. 
Creditably there are ample success 
stories but there have been several 
teething problems, often very human 


problems, which needjo get sorted. 
From the NSTC schemes and summer 
coaching camps have emerged India's 
ace footballer Baichung Bhutia, rated 
the best in South Asia> by the Asian 
Football Confederation, ace swimmer 
Bhanu Sachdeva; Asian junior gold 
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medallists in athletics, Beenamol 
Siddartha Basak, Gulab Chand^and 
high jumper Vikas Sheoran, a silver 
medallist at the 1993 SAP Games at 
Dhaka; Commonwealth wrestling 
gold medal winners, Jai Bhagwan and 
Mukesh^and Allen Mario Barla of the 
Victoria School, Kurseong who was 
captain of the Indian Schools hockey 
team which won the inaugural Asian 
Schools tournament at Chandigarh in 
December 1994. 

From the SAG scheme, there are the 
ace archers Limba Ram, Shyamlal 
Meena, Dhulchand Damor, all 
Olympians/ promising international 
cyclists from the Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands like Daisy and Basil, 
international boxer Z. V. Jollyson and 
ace long distance runner Rigzin 
Angmo from Ladakh. 

From the Sports Hostel scheme 
have emerged international hockey 
stars. Anil Aldnn, Sandeep Somesh 
and Dilip Tirkey and women hockey 
internationals, Sita Gossain, Surajlata 
Devi and Sandip Kaur, Asiad junior 
gold medallist athlete Rachita Panda 
and talented archer Tira Samanta. 
From the SPD A schemes have 
emerged archers Lalrem Sanga and 
Dhulchand Damor, international 
footballers Gunabir Singh, Kiron 
Khongsai, Emmanuel and Jowel Bey 
(these four were later in the SAG 
scheme also). In canoeing and 
kayaking, all the national level 
participants are products of SAPS SAG 
or SPDA schemes. 

The creditable side of the whole 
thing is that most of the success stories 
are from remote areas of the country. 

The schemes have had setbacks 
also. There are several cases where 
desired results have not occurred, due 
to what can be termed human lapses 
or the human factor which keep 
cropping up. Ms. R. Pradhan, 
principal of Dow Hill Girls' School, at 
Kurseong, which conducted a hockey 
camp for girls, narrated some 
interesting lapses. She stated that, 
"generally NSTC children are 
academically weak and need extra 
tution, which the SAI was not 
paying. * She cited the case of Promilla 
Devi, a gymnast from Manipur, who 
joined her school in the NSTC scheme. 


However as Promilla did not know 
English, she was unhappy and a misfit 
in the school, Mr Bhatia countered 
this aigument by stating that, "earlier 
SAI was regularly paying tution fees 
for NSTC children, but it became a 
racket with Rs 500 being charged per 
subject. So we decided to stop extra 
tution fees except for children in class 
lOor 12." 

Hockey coach, Pradip Sarangi also 
cited the instance of talented inside 
right Sylvester Minz of Birsamunda 
HS, Sundergarh, who lost his right 
thumb due to an accident in a lift. Here 
again it was a case of lack of social 
adjustment. Sylvester had never used 


a lift before in his life and his hand got 
stuck whilst trying to force open a 
closing door. B. Mahapatra, hockey 
coach of Bihar Regimental Centre, 
Danapur, says, "adivasis lake to 
hockey like a duck to water. Hockey 
sticks are given as wedding presents 
and the game is popular amongst both 
boys and girls. However, he said that 
due to their poor family background, 
their level of ambition was limited. As 
soon as they achieved some 
distinaion in the game they were in 
search of employment. Mahapatra 
said that last year, eight boys from 
BSHS, Sundergarh, joined the Railway 
Coach Factory (RCF), Kapurthala. He 
added that many tribals have a low 
level of ambition,and they ceased to 


practise hard once they got secure jobs 
and hence their game declined. Of 
course, there are exceptions like Dilip 
Tirkey, who Improved by sheer 
discipline and diligence. Mahapatra 
and Sarangi said that some years ago, 
youngsters like Walter Mariannus 
were better players than Tirkey. 
However unlike Tirkey they have not 
fulfilled their potential. So here SAI 
has a psychological problem, caused 
by centuries of conditioning to 
overcome. 

Several SAI coaches also complain 
that they are underworked. They state 
that in NSTC schemes, especially in 
team games, there are not enough 


trainees. Mr Bhatia admits there have 
been some lapses. He says the review 
committee has taken a decision that 
basketball and volleyball in schools in 
the north-east will be closed from 
1995. Many children are short in that 
region and these games are not 
popular there. The few that show 
potential will be transferred to schools 
in East India. He said the NSTC 
scheme was being rationalised. 

Proper scientific backup 
and systematic exposure is required, 
for which money is the need of the 
hour or else they will also be a case of 
"what might have been." 

PHOTOGRAPHS BY ASANI GHOSH 
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IS nriNTHE BLOOD? 

•• 

Following is the article from Wisden Cricket Monthly (WCM) which has 
caused a huge controversy over the "suspect loyalty" ofsportspersons 
representing their adopted countries. In the article, ROBERT 
HENDERSON 'examines—from a cricketing viewpoint—the sensitive 
matters of racism and national identity' 


THF BACK GBOUNO In the Apnl issue of WCM wnter Robert Henderson began a debate when he wrote of how 
England was wrong to depend on " adopted cncketers' In the May issue of WCM two strongly worded 
opinions were published in the 'letters to the editor'pages of the magazine in reaction to Henderson's article 
One London reader, Chanaka Wijeratne, hit directly back at Henderson's claim that "the presence of cultural 
foreigners'in the England team is another cause for the malaise within the team " Mr Wijeratne questioned 
why this same argument is not applied to successful national sporting teams containing several members 
without an immediate affiliation to that country, such as the Irish soccer team or the New Zealand rugby team 
Perhaps success is also the reason why the commitment of Guscott or Catt to the England rugby team is not 

questioned publicly 

Mr James Singh of Toronto, in his letter wrote about 'raosm in reverse About how whites and Asians are 
discriminated against in West Indian cncket (Sportsworld earned the letter on page 44 of our May 24th issue 

headlined 

('Apartheid in Reverse West Indian Style'} 

In reply to all this, Henderson wrote 'IsItIn theBlood'^'in the July issue of WCM 
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T wo letters m the May WCM couched 
felicitously (because both subjeas 
are long overdue for honest 
discussion) upon the related topics of 
lacism and national identity in cricket James 
Singh raised the question of discrimination by 
West Indian blacks against Asians and whites, 
while Chanaka Wijeratne queried my point in 
Bad Selection—a case study {WCM April) 
that the employment of foreigners in the 
England team is detrimental perse because 
such players cannot have the same 
commitment as native born>and bred players 
Mr Singh asks' why is the Nelsonian eye 
adopted where the policy of the West Indies 
Cricket Board has been blacks only for 15 17 
years'^' The answer is twofold 

Firstly, those who control the first-class 
cricket of the white Test-playing nations are 
drawn from the liberal elites which dominate 
public life in England, Australia and New 
Zealand (or are people who pay hp-service to 
the liberal elites' ideology for reasons of 
expediency), with the result that only one 
public line on raasm in cricket is tolerated, 
namely that only whites may be raast 
Secondly, none of the non-white Test 
nations has clean hands in this matter, and 
consequently each has every reason to remain 
silent in matters of race, cricket politics 
exactly mirror those of mainstream politics, 
national and mtemational 


Howjustified is Mr Singh's particular 
complaint against West Indies’ Well, since the 
appointment of the first black man, Frank 
Worrell, to the (regular) captaincy in 1960, 
the partiapation of white and Asian players 
has steadily diminished—in the case of whites 
It might be truer to say definitely ended 
Geoffrey Greenidge was the last white player 
to represent West Indies (in 1972-73) and, 
until the recent employment of Chanderpaul 
and Dhanraj, no player with Asian 
connections played after Larry Gomes's final 
appearance in 1986 

Nor IS this decline simply at Test level The 
current Wisden shows no white and only two 
players of Asian descent (Chanderpaul and 
Dhanraj) in the Red Stnpe averages for the 
1993-94 season The explanation commonly 
given by apologists for the lack of white and 
Asian players in West Indies—that economic 
arcumstances have changed, forang Asian 
and white cncketers to concentrate on their 
careers rather than cricket—is very 
implausible Are we to believe that there are 
no gifted white and few gifted Asian cncketers 
from wealthy West Indian homes’ Is it to be 
assumed that every talented white cncketer 
and most Asian cncketers m West Indies find a 
worthwhile career outside cricket? Frankly, it 
beggars behef. 

hi truth, radal and cultural discrimination 
by coloured peoples has been the racism 


Hmm 'Macks' who have 

playad cnckat for EaQlaais 

__— 
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CONTROVERSY 


which dare not speak its name for rather 
longer than Mr Singh imagines. It has also 
stretched far beyond West Indies. How many 
non-Muslims have played for Pakistan or 
Tamils for Sri Lanka? Precious few in either 
case. How many untouchables have played 
for India? Why do Indians and Pakistanis of 
mixed white/Asian ancestry find it so difficult 
to succeed? 


Nor can the white Test nations be wholly 
exonerated of the charge of racism, for 
Australia have no Asian players in their Test 
side despite a generation of heavy Asian 
settlement (or, indeed, any Aborigines), 
while Maori involvement in the New Zealand 
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T he subject of the 

fast'bowliiig selections 
brings me oUtqudy to my 
final point. Mike Athenon. in the 
SundiyTefagrap/iof Jan8.caUetl. 
for the seiecttxs to look'beyond 
mere statistics. and look at pride 
and love and country', to players 
who would feel great pride when 
they wore'the crown and Uoiu'. I 
could not agree more. Yet the 
six-strong fast-bowling contingent 
ori^nally selected consist^ of 
three expatriat West Indiana two 
expatriate Australians, andtme.. 
Englishman. In addition, the tbur 
party included a white Southern 
’'AM^ in Hence, six Qut of 

theor^hud party of 16 yvete, notip 
put too fine a point upon it, 

' culturally foreigners. 

To suRtose that players wh6 ate' 
English only in a legal sense ican 
have a visceral, instinctive loyahy 
to togland is, I suggest, pa^bje 
itoisense because sucha iMfing 
only comes from bdi^brduidit up 
in and fUfiy accepted by 6 eoimti^^ 
AbigailsUt^d^iatate&rb^: v 
must make It (Bffieaitbrirfbd' ’ 
captain to develop d^ gRM^ 
loyalty; It is dtffiodt to. J 

; enidsage Atfegriito slttog^'^^ 

' dressing-mon^ VvtthblS''e]^fBtUr^.' 

ihidi|iQAAQ|tldfi^'^ : 

andgouthletni Aftlcnm iucid sbybig^.. 
'Pigl^.to'sgpoHflditddbll.to ^ 
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first-class game has been sparse. Doubtless in 
each case there are good sociological reasons 
for the failure of these various ethnic groups 
to participate largely or at all in first-class 
cricket. But equally, the old, 
white-dominated South Africa could claim 
good sociological reasons for the exclusion of 
non-whites, indeed perhaps better, for there 
the power-makers were a minority who felt 
threatened by a majority (in all the olher 
instances died above, the reverse is the case). 

The question the cricket world should 
answer, but almost certainly will not, is 
brutally simple. If South Africa was wrong to 
discriminate on grounds of race and culture, 
why should matches be tolerated between 
other cricket nations which do not have clean 
racial hands? Frankly, 1 do not think that 
there is any reasonable, praaical or 
unhypocritical answer which would permit 
most international cricket to continue, so 
widespread is the practice of racially or 
culturally determined selection. 

Nor can I see things changing radically in 
the future because the importance of the 
composition of national sporting sides in 
mixed societies—particularly in the Third 
World—reaches far beyond the games 
themselves, going as it does to the very root of 
racial divisions <ind hatreds. 

However, the cricket world should at least 
acknowledge the existence of double 
standards in this matter. 

Mr Wijeratne's complaint concerned my 
querying of the instinctive patriotism (and is 
concomitant visceral commitment) of the 
expatriate West Indians, Australians and 
South Africans employed in the recent Ashes 
touring party. He admits that the white 
immigrants might fall into my category 'of 
those not culturally English', but then goes on 
to claim that 'such criticism must be hurtful to 
the likes of Def reitas and Ramprakash'. 
Interestingly, he does not mention Malcolm, 
who came to England at roughly the same age 
as Smith and Hick. 

If I were to take the coward's way, I could 
point out that DeFreitas came to England at 
quite an advanced age (around 10) and 
consequently does not fall into the category of 
those born and bred here. I cotild say, of 
course, 1 was not referring to Ramprakash (as I 
did not in the anicle) because he was bom and 
bred here. But those would be weasel words. 

To reinforce my point about those players 
aspiring to play for England who were raised 
wholly or in large pan outside Britain, let me 
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simply quote Matthew Engel in the 1995 
Wisden 'It cannot be irrelevant to England's 
long-term failures that so many of their recent 
Test players were either born overseas and/or 
spent their formative years as citizens of other 
countnes In the heat of Test cricket, there is a 
difference between a cohesive team with a 
common goal, and a coalition of individuals 
whose major ambitions are for 
themselves There is a vast difference 
between wanting to play Test cricket and 
wanting to play for England 


B ut what of those players raised solely or 
largely in England'> Well liberals tell us 
this should not matter one whit An Asian or 
negro raised in England will according to the 
liberal feel exactly the same pride and 
identification with the place as a white man 
The reality is somewhat different 
It IS an entirely natural thing to wish to 
retain one s racial/cultural identity 
Moreover the energetic public promotion of 
multiculturalism in England has aaively 
encouraged such expressions of 
independence However with such an 
attitude and whatever his professional pride 
as a cricketer it is difficult to believe that a 
foreign born has any sense of wanting to play 
above himself simply because he is playing for 
England From what after all could such a 
feeling derive'^ If a player has such a lack of 
sentimental regard for the country which 
nurtured him how much less reason have 
those without even one Engbsh parent or any 
of his educational advantages to feel a deep, 
unquestioning commitment to England'’ 
Norman Tebbit s cncket Test is as pertinent for 
players as it is for spectators 
It is even possible that part of a coloured 
England qualified player feels satisfaaion 
(perhaps subconsnously) at seeing England 
humiliatated, because of post imperial myths 
of oppression and exploitation An article in 
the August 1991 WCM entitled 'England s 
Canbbean Hentage' by Clayton Goodwin, a 
white English journalist with particularly 
pronounced Caribbean sympathies, lends 
credence to such a view Mr Goodwin argues 
that children born in this country of West 
Indian parents do not feel part of English 
soaety and, consequently, tend to identify 
only with sponing heroes who share their | 
own physical race Significantly, no white or ; 
Asian sporting figure supported by this group 
IS mentioned in the article, although many 
negroes are A few quotes will give the 








flavour* 'Naturally those West Indians who 

came here as immigrants have a nostalgic 
respect for their "home" region—longing for 
the lost "good old days"IS not solely the white 
man's preserve There children, humiliated 
and made to feel inferior m every aspect of 
their day-to-day life, will relish the chance of 
using the success of others sharing the same 
physical attribute Ihlacknessj for which they 
are downgraded to show, however 
vicariously, that they do have worth.' 


'You can't blame the put- upon black people 
of Britain for feeling similarjustifiable pride 
when Viv Richards and his team, who in other 
circumstances might be regarded as 
"second-class citizens" like themselves, have 
put one over on the heroes of their detractors'. 

'The ethnic majority (the white propulation/ 
are not aware of how isolated and shut out 
from the national cricket game the black 
population is made to feel. That is not solely to 
question why Surrey have included onfy one 


THE EYE OF THE STORM 

A chronological look at how the controversy unwrapped 

3R0 JULY; Dtrvon Malcolm and Phil DeFreitas threaten to sue IVCAf. 

Robert Henderson remained unrepentant and maintained, 'Part of a coloured England-qualified player feels 
satisfaction (perhaps sub-consciousiy) at seeing England humiliated, because of post-imperial myths of 
oppression and expioitation.' 

Oominican-bom Phil DeFreitas said, 'I will be seeing my solicitor about the possibility of taking legal action 
concerning something I take very seriously 

Editor David Firth defended the use of the article saying, 'He's entitled to express his views.' 

JULY 4: David Frith promises a balanced argument in the next edition of IVCAf. Said Frith. 'Any critics who 
have felt that the magazine may have been u jed for extremist views are assured that the next edition will carry 
much that takes strong issue with Mr Henderson's point of view.' 

JULY S: Matthew Engel writes in The Guardian,’ ...And teams that flog their guts out for their country 
habitually do better than collections of individuals whose sole aim is to further their own careers. This is one of 
the reasons why English cricket teams lose more often than they win.' 

Engel continues, '...Michael Slater's foriiears must have been British but he kissed the Australian badge on 
his helmet when he scored a brilliant Test century at Lord's. It is hard, no, impossible to imagine either Graeme 
Hick or Phil DeFreitas doing the same—in the unlikely event of them summoning the resolution to produce a 
similar performance. * 

JULY 6: Article in The Guardianhy Paul Foot, 'Deprived of reason or statistics to support his view, the author 
(Henderson) linisheswith some quack segregationist 'science' of the type which flourished under the third 
Reich* 

The byline on this drivel is Robert Henderson. When I put it to David Frith, that Henderson's ardde was 
racist and divisive, he did not agree—but he did tell me that he himself strongly opposed the sporting 
boycotts against white South Africa, and he waxed splenetic against the triu m phant West Indies cricket team of 
the 1970's. 'Clive Lloyd,' he told, 'did more damage to cricket than Jardine.* 

JULY 7: Mike Marqusee in The Guanf/an,' ...There is a specific objection to carpetbaggers like Allan Lamb, Zola 
Budd or Greg Rusedski, which obviously cannot apply to Phil DeFreitas. Devon Malcolm, John Barnes or 
Linford Christie. Non-the-less, it is the latter whose 'partiotism' has been most frequently challenged by 
commentators. Rusedski's change in national affiliation has been haded by the Daily MaH but would a Bl» clf 
sportsperson be dubbed a 'true Brit' with such alacrity? I doubt it.' 

David Lawrence, first British-bom biack cricketer to play for England says ‘All 1 ever wanted to do boon the 
age of 10 was to go out there and play for England. The day I shattered my knee cap |riaying for England in '92,1 
went out there and gave my alL because I love playing, love my team. For someone to say we don't have the 
same pride, just fills me with rage...If you have lived here most of your life, or you're bom here, there yjpu are 
English. You're committed,' 

9TH JULY: David Frith apologises for the first time, 'I now accept that it was an error trfjudganent to have 
accepted the article tor publication in the first place. My unreserved apologies are extended to aS those vkuae 
sensibilities have been offended by the artide. * 

Reg Raylor, spokesman for Derbyshire Cricket Club said, 'All theClubn^omibctsieditlsanavrfltf arttcig,Ytfb>^ 
deplore the whole thing and the WzKfen's decision to publish it.' . ’'VV, ' 

English cricket captain, Michael Atherton who is aho on the BditorialltaattlOf WCMl9tlgne<(l|lirailtel' ',‘t ,' 

Board. Atherton said, ‘ Having played a lot of Test cricket wtUi Dcycm 

not only of t he views expee««iltnjheagcfeb nt^qtoi^^M^y|h|m||«||Bi|^|^M||^^^^^ 
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regular black player, Monte Lynch (in fact 
England-qualified players of West Indian 
parentage are well represented ih county 
cricket holding more than 6% of places on 
county staffs a percentage well above their 
share of the national population ) 

Having I think accurately desenbed the 
generally resentful and separatist mentality of 
the West Indian descended population in 
England—doubters should cast their minds 
back to the riots of the 1980s take a stroll 
around Brixton Deptford Hackney Moss 
Side St Pauls etal and think ol Haringey 
cricket college which has had few if any 
White members—Mr Goodwin goes on to 
claim that surely nobody would doubt that 
the players [England caps ol West Indian 
ancestiyl are proud to represent England 

Exactly why he is so confident of their pride 
IS unc lear I here would see m to be no obvious 
reason why players such as DeFreitas and 
Lewis should not share the mentality he 
ascribes to the general West Indian derived 
population At the very least it is difficult to 
see how playing for England could be 
anything more (as Matthew Fngel claims) 
than a means of personal advancement and 
achievement for players of West Indian 
ancestry Of what else could they logically be 
proud if as Mr Goodwin claims they feel 
excluded from and humiliated by English 
society'^ 

The reverse of the commitment coin is the 
effect the interlopers have on the 
unequivocally English players and 
consequently on team spirit The common 
experience of mixed groups makes it 
immensely difficult to accept that a changing 
room comprising say six Englishmen two 
West Indians two Southern Africans and a 
New Zealander is gong to develop the same 
camaraderie as 11 unequivocal Englishmen 

The problem for the England selectors is 
perhaps similar to that facing England as a 
nation For SO years or more those with 
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authority in education assisted by politicians 
and those in the mass media have conspired 
— in the sociological sense of creating a 
climate of opinion—to produce a public 
ideology designed to remove any sense of 
pride or sense of place in the hcai ts of those 
who are unequivocally English It has not 
been entirely successful but it has had a 
profound effect on the national 
selfconfidence of many Englishmen Indeed 
perhaps even some of the unequivocally 
English players lack a sufficient sense of pride 
in playing for England (All the more reason to 
ensure that the team is unequivocally English 
so that the majority can infect any faint hearts 
with their pride) 

In summary the essence of my case against 
Mr Wijeratne is that for a man to feel the pull 
of cricketing patriotism , he must be so 
imbued with a sense of cultural belonging that 
It is second nature to go beyond the call of 
duty to give that little bit extra All the 
England players whom 1 would describe as 
foreigners may well be trying at a consaous 
level but is that desire to succeed instinctive 
a matter of biology*’ There lies the heart of the 
I matter # 


H Hit 'blood thoorf has 
ovon an iota of tnitt in it, 
thon why not suapoct tho 
conMnitmont of Jonah Lomu 
to tho Now Zealand rugby 
taam? 
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DOUBLE 

TROUBLE! 


All competitors be 
warned, MICHAEL 
JOHNSON is gunning 


Hit itiff nNininfl tction may not bo clotsicaK 
but It It offoctivo 


and put a finger on this guy At first 
glance, Johnson looks like he has been 
designed by Canon (the xerox copier) 
to fit in as a clone for Eddie Murphy 
He will more often than not present 
you with the classic American look 
the obligatory reversed baseball cap 
and personal stereo headphones 
which are casually removed from 
both ears Over and above all this 
however Michael Johnson i^ an 
athlete It is said that the athletic 
world IS a world of talent marketing 
and PR and in that world Michael 
Johnson is today the biggest draw of 
them all 

Johnson has taken care of his 


for a rare 200m and 
400m double at this 
month's Gothenburg 
World Championships, 
and next year's Olympics 
in Atlanta. And that's 
why he is the biggest 
draw in athletics today 

4awmraai-iB<v » thuwjwi nmtt ’rn-mmmu nm m 


N aming a child m America 
IS definitely a big deal 
Naming a child anywhere 
IS a serious thing for that 
matter What s in a name people ask 
The answer my friend is plenty 
A name has to fit It has to be usable 
The owner of the name has also got to 
be comfortable with it as he grows up 
And so in America (like everywhere 
else) parents wait for the opportune 
moment for the planets to align for 
the astrological ascendants and 
descendants to fall into place and 
then they decide on a name 
Like Michael 
MichaeP 

Yes sir Don t get zapped, cos 
Michael is the most famous name in 
America and history will one day back 
up this statement 
Michael Jackson'> Yeah* 

Michael Jordan'^ Yeah I 
Magic Johnson*> Yeah! 

Michael Johnson'^ Yea hi 
Michael Johnson Hmmm Let's try 





domestic priorities before the start of 
the athletics season. He has become 
the first man to win the 200m and 
400m at the US Championships and 
Trials this century—and he is now 
giving European speaators a preview 
of a style of running, of which, if you 
are being charitable, you can call 
unique. 

Johnson's head, and long torso, 
remain erect as a wooden soldier. His 
legs, strong as they are, are 
disproportionately short, giving the 
impression that he is a clockwork toy. 
You can laugh at the way he runs, but 
you will also marvel at the way he 
leaves the classic stylists straining to 
gain ground. 

It was rumoured that Johnson, in 
his early days, received a lot of advice 
about his style of running and how he 
should regularise it. To his credit, 
however, Johnson has resisted all the 
suggestions by arguing that, "Because 
most people run is a particular way, 
doesn't mean it is correct. A runner is 
going to run his best when he is 
comfortable and I have no plans to 
change." Johnson's entourage went 
one step further and backed him up. 
His coach Clyde Hart said, "Maybe 
some people are spending time going 
up and down and not enough going 
forward." 

Johnson's business manager. Brad 
Hunt, however, came up with the 
clincher saying, "You don't take a guy 
who runs 19.7 for the 200 and 43.6 for 
the 400 and say now you have to 
change things." 

ICHAEL.JOHNSON, 27, is the 
youngest of five children from 
Waco, Texas, a town that was made 
famous by a cult lunatic, David 
Kureshi who forced 85 of his followers 
to commit mass suicide along with 
him. 

The Johnsons were by all accounts a 
family of high achievers: two sisters 
are teachers, another is a special 
investigator for the government, and 
his brother is a computer analyst. 
Johnson himself holds a marketing 
degree from Baylor University. 

In August, Johnson will try to 
market his own talents at the World 
Championships in Gothenburg, and is 
currently lobbying for the Olympic 


timetable to be altered so that he can | 
win both the 200 and the 400m at 
Atlanta, next year. In the midst of ail 
this, Johnson tried to break the long 
standing 200m world record of 19.72 
secs, but was frustrated by poor 
weather. Undaunted, he put the loss 
behind him and swung himself a 
meeting with Juan Antonio 
Samaranch in order to work things 
out for the Olympics. 

Johnson has not lost a 400m race in 
the past six years and his fellow 
athletes are praying that he does not 
spoil their party in Gothenburg, 

Sweden this month. Roger Black, the 
British 400ni runner, mentioned a 
string of names before turning to 
Michael Johnson. "At the moment, 
Johnson is in a world of his own. I 
believe in positive thinking, but there 
is no other athlete who can live with 
him at the moment." 

It is being rumoured that part of the 
reason for Johnson's personal 
campaign to change his race timings at 
Atlanta stems from his painful 


Johnson ottho 1982 Borcolona Olynipics 
whom ho surprisingly didn't guolHif 

experience in Barcelona. "Everybody 
can lose," he had said after breaking 
44 seconds at Crystal Palace, prior to 
the Olympics. "Michael Johnson can 
lose, but not in Barcelona." 

Johnson did lose—^failing even to 
reach the final, having been 
weakened by a bad case of food 
poisoning. But, he took his defeat like 
a champion saying, "The sun will be 
out tomorrow. The stars will be out 
tonight, it was only a race." Defeat, 
however, has been .virtually 
non-existant in Johnson's personal 
resume. 

As his coach Hart said, "After 
everything Michael Johnson has 
done, expeaation follows him 
wherever he goes. But pressure is 
something he can handle. He just 
doesn't need it, he thrives on it. We 
know what times he's ready to do." 

Just like we know that Johnson's 
time is now. 

Robin Chatterjee 



"V A 


R I E t 


liiSLithiliihi 

traditions 



hcliind fanioiis 
sportiitij 
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BEHIND THE 
SILVERWARE 


BY T.S. VENKATRAMAN 


seed merchant 
from St. Albans, a group of 
A. ladies bent on 
incineration, 

and some Calcuttans down to their 
last 700 rupees are among a noble 
and distinguished group to whom we 
must raise a glass or two for cementing 
the very foundations of sporting 
heritage. 

These days, of course, the winner 
often gets a large cheque for his 
victory but it's the trophy which has 
symbolically preserved the sanctity of 
so many sporting contests. For many. 


the beginning of international cricket 
is marked by the contest for The 
Ashes, golf on both sides of the 
Atlantic is firmly linked by the Ryder 
Cup, and while the game of rugby 
football has developed worldwide, for 
Englishmen and Scotsmen, the 
Calcutta Cup has a special 
connotation. 

England was the cradle of many 
sporting events in the nineteenth 
century and when amateurism came 
into fashion during Victorian times, as 
another layer of the class system, to 
replace (and sometimes complement) 


the wager in many sports, a trophy to 
carry off and put on the sideboard 
became an essential part of the 
occasion. 

Every club and sporting 
organisation has its own treasured 
collection of trophies 
commemorating worthy presidents 
and benefactors of the misty past. But 
many of the prizes originally modest 
in value and reputation, have now 
become irrcplacable in intrinsic terms 
and are confined to museums, to be 
brought out and polished each year, 
held aloft by the champion and then 
taken off to be put under lock and key. 

NO FEE, BUT FREE 

THE British seed merchant was 
Samuel Ryder who offered a trophy 
for the golfing contest between the 
United States and Britain after the 
countries had played a couple of 
friendly matches in the twenties. He 
gave the 19-inch trophy to the British 
Professional Golfers Association who 
gladly accepted it as the pot to play for. 
It has remained for over 62 years a 
lynchpin in the golfing calendar, rich 
in its camaraderie in a sport that is 
otherwise naturally dominated by 
individualism and the quest for 
dollars. Suddenly the professional 
players stop thinking about cash and 
play for a Cup. The tro^y is 
surmounted by a player addressing 
the ball, the figure of Abe Aitchell, 

IMfiiialitli Steffi Graf and Afantxa Viaario 
dirHIi Ilia Mina plate, whM hiddanlaltir 
danantmaka itte SteffTa jnanllaptaaa 





who taught Ryder all he knew about 
golf and who played in three of the 
matches. 

It was perhaps fortunate that 
Ryder's name was attached to the 
trophy for after their victory In 1993 at 
the Southport and Ainsdale Club, the 
British players won only once in 21 
contests (Dai Rees' team of 1957) so it 
was then decided that to get out of the 
rough, Britain should take a step 
ahead of the politicians and merge 
with Europe. In fact the idea was 
mooted in the '70s by that master of 
the game. Jack Nicklaus, who pointed 
out that with a European tour 
initiated the match should embrace 
the new boundaries. 

What Sam Ryder might have 
thought one does not know, but he 
must have smiled after the first three 
matches, for Europe won two and 
drew the other. Each player receives a 
replica of the trophy and that is all 
they get for their golf. For a similar 
weekend of golf, a player could pick 
up even $ 100,00 a day. 

ASHES TO ASHES 

THE story of The Ashes is a tale of 
catastrophe, English humour and 
romance all in one. England, 
undefeated at cricket, were playing 
Australia at The Oval in 1882 and 
having recovered from a disastrous 
start appeared to be heading for 
victory; but disaster struck again and 
thousands of speaators left the 
ground reeling, unable to 
comprehend that those Australian 
upstarts had taken England's record. 

It was a sponing disaster, a day for 
sackcloth and ashes. The son of the 
editor of 'Punch'must have thought 
so anyway, for he placed an 
advertisement in the 'Sporting Times' 
'Tn Memoriam..." with a line at the 
bottom of the panel "NB: The Jiody 
will be aemated and the ashes taken 
to Australia". 

On the next tour a group of ladies 
who followed the game obtained the 
bails used In one of the Test matches 
and burnt one. Florence Rose Murphy 
put the ashes in a brown pottery urn 
and sent it to the captain, the Hon. Ivo 
Bligh: one of her compatriots made a 
small red velvet bag to contain the urn 
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1996 wiiNieis Evarton with gw FA Cup. Tlw 
wild culabragons oftuii damaQu thu tropliy 

and embroidered it in gold with the 
captain's name. On the team's return 
to England a dinner was held in 
Bligh's honour at which he was 
introduced to Miss Murphy; they 
were married in Febraury 1884 and 
when Bligh died 43 years later, the 
widow who created The Ashes 
handed them to the Marylebone 
Cricket Club for safe keeping and they 
have remained at Lord's, the 
headquarters of the game. 

OH, CALCUHA 

PLAYING rugby in India's climate 
must always have been a trying 
experience,so it is not surprising that 
by 1877 the Calcutta Football Club 
membership had dwindled so badly 
that those remainig decided to wind it 
up. The assets amounting to 700 
rupees were melted down and skilled 
Indian craftsmen produced a 
magnificient pot surmounted by an 
elephant which was then presented to 
the Rugby Football Union who 
promptly decided that it should be 
held by the winners of the 
England-Scotland match each year. 
Ironically the CFC is a booming club 
today and even has a successful rugby 
team of their own and all teams in 
Calcutta still play for their own 
version of the Calcutta Cup. 


But winning rugby teams tend to be 
an exuberant band and there have 
been some hair-raising after-match 
tales; the running and passing game is 
a basic strategy of rugby of course, but* 
when members of the England team 
practiced their skills in Prince's Street, 
Edinburgh, using the Calcutta Cup as 
a ball, the elders of the game became 
concerned about their ancient trophy, 
valuable for its metal and rarity, and 
decided to lock it away and produce 
two replicas, one to be displayed in 
each country. 

WATER WIN 

THE trophy has cost men their 
fortunes and caused disputes taken to 
the highest courts is the America's 
Cup, a yachting event originally 
intended as a match between a British 
craft and an American one. Canada 
put up a challenge in 1876and 1881, 
but from then until 1962 it was a long 
line of lost British causes. The most 
famous of these were five, between 
1889 and 1930 by the tea merchant 
Sir Thomas Lipton, who financed 
series of yachts under the title 
'Shamrock'. Finally Alan Bond the 
Australian, with the 'Southern Cross', 
broke the American grip, though 
when it actually came to collecting the’ 
trophy that was more difficult since it 
was firmly bolted to a sideboard in the 

55 






VARIETY 



Rory and Tony Undorwood, Johnson and Catt 
with tho Calcutta Cup (loft) and tho 5-nation 
tropin^ tho England rugby toam won oarlior this 
yoar. Tho Calcutta Cup has a fascinating history 

New York Yacht Club whose members 
were reluctant to pan with it after so 
many years. It is till today the single 
longest winning streak in sporting 
history till Bond came along. And this 
year New Zealand won it much to Ihe 
delight of the entire nation. 

SOCCER LAURELS 

IF there is one trophy in British sport 
more recognisable than any other it is 
the Football Association Cup (FA 
Cup)—or rather one olthem lor 
there have now been four. Its outline, 
the large twin handles and the 
bulbous bottom, epitomises a nation's 
sporting endeavour. 

Since euphoria overtakes the 
victors. It is hardly surprising that 
damage is sustained, with the 
detac liable lid quickly becoming a hat 
and the pot passed around while there 
is still champagne inside to guzzle 


Everton took home the fourth trophy 
this year and of the other three, one 
was stolen from a shop window m 
Birmingham after an Aston Villa 
victory last century, and the more 
recent battered one is in the Football 
Association's safe keeping. The World 
Socc er Cup, whU h is not a cup at all, 
but a statue, in a much shorter period 
has had to be replaced twice. One was 
stolen and apparently melted down, 
and the other, when in England's safe 
keeping after the victory of 1966, 
disappeared and was discovered by a 
dog called Pickles in the front garden 
of a house in the London suburb of 
Norwood. 

Probably the finest collection of 
sporting trophies is that of the Henley 
Royal Regatta, which are on display in 
the Stewards Enclosure at the regatta 
each year, but you can see half of it 
(the other hall is in the bank) at the 
Henley headquarters throughout the 
year. The original Grand Challenge 
Cup for eights, first awarded in 1839, 
has grown to a massive size since the 
names of the winning crews are 
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displayed on the three bases which 
were added in 1896,1954 and 1986. 

SEX DISCRIMINATION 

HOW is it that the woman who wins 
the Wimbledon singles final gets a 
plate and the man a cup? is this 
perhaps linked with Victorian 
standards, discouraging women from 
drinking? Nothing so fascinating or 
intriguing. As far as the curators of the 
museum at Wimbledon can 
determine, the representatives of the 
All England Club simply agreed that it 
was a handsome trophy. They 
purchased it in 1886, by which lime 
there had been two men's 
championships and a few moans from 
the ladies that they were not being 
treated in the same way as the men. 
The Committee though was more 
circumspect when \i came to giving 
the ladies a prize. In the rules of the 
men's competition, three victories 
and the trophy was won outright, and 
by 1886 William Renshaw had cost 
the club dearly by achieving that feat 
twice; so the women were given a 
cheaper plate. Since Louise Brough's 
second victory in 1949, the names of 
the winners are inscribed on the back 
of the trophy. 

TOSS OF THE COIN 

PERHAPS the oddest of all "trophy" 
rules apply to the Oxford and 
Cambridge Boat Race. John Snagge, 
the BBC commentator, marked his 
long association with the event by 
searching for and finding a gold 
Sovereign' of 1829—the first year of 
the contest—and presented it to the 
Old Blues who organise the race. It has 
become the official coin for the crews 
to spin for choice of position at the 
start and Snagge suggested that the 
winning crew hold the coin until the 
following year. But when the 
Amateur Rowing Association, 
sticklers for keeping professionals and 
amateurs apart, heard about it they 
frowned. "They would be rowing for 
money and that is against the rules," 
said one elderly official. An Old Blue 
offered a solution with "let the losing 
ciew keep it, then-no-one rows to 
lose, do they?" # 
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'VVtoaUedbn-. He tHetf 

ustog his setvc-ailid'voliey ganie. 

but his. waning artistry and fltnes^ ' 

wasjustnotencrtii^toicombar 

theacpiracy and jith^ of die 

2?<-year-oid Sambas. 

In^eratdlet^i^idten^s. ; 
the di^ientebetw^iiiw.. 
27>year>bid and the 23*y«^r-oId , 

' was deertyyildble.' 

b this finally the end of Ae 
Boris Beckerera'7 ^ 

PANKAJKUMARO^TH, 

Bonsaon. ■ r'i 


Marvellous Steffi I 

T hanks for the cover 

story.Who's the fairest of 

them aQ? (5—18 July '95) on 
Steffi Graf. I was simply 
overwhelmed after reading the 
article. Robin Chatteijee should 
be congratulated for bringing out 
the dark, lonely facets of a 
superstar's life. We often live 
under the impression that the 
superstar leads a very secure and 
contented life. The article has 
succeeded in bringing out the 
truth that under the glamour and 
the riches, lie insecurity and 
loneliness. 

Hope to read more of such 
articles in the forthcoming issues 
of Sportsworld. 

TANUSHflEETULSIAN, 

Midnapore. 


Game, Set and Matdi! 


S PORTSWORUyS tennb 
special issue dated June 
21—July4 1995 was indeed a 
collector's item. Itappeared as 
though Wimbledmi down the 
years was brought right into pur 
dravring rooms. The 
serve«and'Volley game b now 
only seenat JVimldedon, and 


remains thb toumameht's added 
attraction. Sportswoifif did a 
marveUbus job in putting 
tt^iether the drudat nuHjnentS of 
the previous Championships. It 
certainly b, game, set and match 
for Sportswortd. 

CKSUBRAMANIUM. 

Bombsy. 


) baptliint j: 'ft’ 
Tfc yrOlitt, A 2 HA»tJDDIH^i^ \ ^V 
i^lVIjnecetit t^eratipes at^ajp^' V 



Simply the BestI 

^ ONGRATULATIONS to Steffi 
Graf for winning her sixth 
Wimbledon title. Steffi these days 
displays a lot of new-found 
confidence and mental strength 
which really makes her a difficult 
fdayer to beat on any surface, 
qtedally grass. 

Sjeffi's gamepbn also has the 
right mix of power and style, and 
here's hoping that she will win a 
few niore grand slams before 
finally calling it a day. 

i^vM^MUZAHlB, 











^ 5 Hill and Schumacher face off both on and off the track. 


the question being asked is, are FI drivers merely overestimated and overpaid 
robots who are products of the system? 

95 season that Michael Schumacher construaed publicity blitz launched 
IS the greatest ever then they should their new edition of a FI racing car 
not roll their eyebrows in surprise the FW17 The car, they claimed was 

Fac t IS Schumac her has given designed to take on the advantage of 

ample evidence leading up to the Benetton and would prove to be 

French GP and even after it to suggest streets ahead in terms of 
that he is the best in the business technology—of their nvals 

Early on m January this year. So confident was Frank Wilhams of 

Williams Renault in a carefully total domination, that no importance 


FROM ROBIN CHATTERJEE 
SILVERSTONE _ 

W # ITHduc rcspcil lo 
' Alain Prost Nigcl 
MansePand the late 
Ayrton Senna and a 
host of other respected racers if iht 
buzz does go around at the end of the 
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HHI nd ScbMiWGlwrfHMforllw iMd 

was given to the first couple of races 
which Benetton ended up winning. 
But the Magny Cours has changed all 
that. Complacency has given w^ to 
tension and while Damon Hill sat at 
his residence in England whilst testing 
for the GP at Sllverstone, he couldn't 
help but think of his third successive 
failure to transform pole position to a 
grand ptix triumph. 

One thing's for certain, the 
M^year^old Londoner was more than 
perplex^ and subdued, as his car was 


NES? 


unable to keep pace with Michael 
Schumacher. To be sure, both Hill and 
Coulthard spent as much time as 
possible, prior to Sllverstone in trying 
to discover what could give them that 
extra edge between their Williams 
Renault machines and that of 
Benetton. In their hearts of hearts, 
however, both were fervently hoping 
that the difference transpires to be 
some minor technical 
improvement—and not their driving 
skills—that would help them to close 
the gap. 

The rewards will show that 
Schumacher, in spite of the 'fallout' at 
Sllverstone, is leading the title chase 
by 11 points and indications show that 
he is in superb form... an advantage 
that is being further fuelled by his 
menacing mood and thinly veiled 


threats to get even with Hill over an 
incident that occurred early on in the 
race at France. As Schumacher said, 'T 
was angry with Damon at that point 
because he either lifted off the 
accelerator, or maybe he braked a 
little. He did it deliberately and I will 
be having a quiet word with him 
about that. If he does it again, I will 
know what to do." 

Hill, till some time after that race 
was unaware of Schumacher's 
annoyance, but it was obvious that he 
wouldn't be too bothered about it. 
What he is going to worry about is 
why his machine, that simply burnt 

Schumacher. Hill and Coulthard on the 
victoiy podium after the French Grand Prix 
lait month. France's liqour advartitinf 
laws are so strict that no champagne is 
sprayed on the podium 
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up the 2 6 mile French track in 
qualifying a mere 24 hours before the 
actual race was outpaced as 
Schumacher established an 
unbeatable lead in the I ace And the 
fact that he finished nearly ^1 seconds 
ahead of Hill was a state memt of 
Schumache r s dorninanee 

As Hill said afte r his loss in F ranee 
It IS as much a mystt ry to me as 
everyone else The team worke^d well 
all weekend but we now need to sort 
out that last little bit which is 
performance That is obviously 
crucial Ijust wasn t able to slay with 
Sehumacht r who seems to be better 
everyiime in a race 

Which brings us to the obvious 
conclusion that the Williams pair are 
having difficulty finding the ideal 

Hill (seen hero on a world tour promoting 
his team) has accused Schumacher of 
haing boring 


racing set up for their cars 
Schumacher on the other hand is on a 
roll and has declared his car to be 
perfect But for a gearbox hitch in 
Montreal the German would have 
had four successive victories under his 
belt 

What has hurt Hill s pride the most 
IS the fact that the bookmakers now 
have Schumacher 7 1 to retain the 
Formula One Championship Hill is a 
9 2 underdog Hill however still 
fancies his chances as he said in his 
post race statement at France 
Michael still has his championship 
lead and that isn t good But there is 
still a long way to go and I sincerely 
believe that the championship is 
open Schumacher IS not going to let 
him win so easily because if we check 
out the form book nobody but 
Schumacher can be so brilliant and 
decisive while cutting through the 
Formula One traffic 



in ^ ^ 
0 








B ut it's not only the traffic that is 
causing problems in FMt is 
also the offtrack controversies 
between the leading drivers. After 
Schumacher accused Hill of 


dangerous driving in France, Hill 
reaaed saying that the German was 
"boring, a clone of the FI system; a 
machine that was programmed to 
drive." 


The simmering rage that had 
enveloped both Damon Hill and 
Schumacher in France, finally spilled 
over on the tracks of Silverstone. With 
only a fraction of a second separating 
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MHMr Hwtoit ttmdt ptoadly on tlw 
PoMm iNtr whmiiw hit lint ivtr Orand 
rax tt SilvtnItM. Htrbwt was tfanotl 
cftppM hr M aeeidtM tix yurt ago 

unnecessary," fumed an angry 
Schumacher convinced that Hill had 
done it on purpose since he was 
desperate for a face-saving win. "It 
could have been a beautiful race and 
10 more points for me," he added. But 
while commenting on the accident 
one could not help but make out the 
shellshocked look on Schumacher's 
face. The angry German ace went on 
to sum up Hill's behaviour as "hasty 
and irrational while overtaking me in 
front of his countrymen in order to 
impress them." 

Hiil, for the records, endeavoured to 
overtake on a curb which, after 
reconstruction of the track, made 
overtaking that much more 
dangerous. The crash by the same 
account could have been that much 
more dangerous forcing Schumacher 
to add that, "I don't want to imagine 
what would have happened if he 
(Hill) had rammed into me from the 
front and if my car had overturned." 
And having said that, Schumacher 
gesticulated at Hill furiously before 
going back into the Benetton Box. 
Ironicaily, the race ended in a 
Benetton win—a first for Johnny 
Herbert who beat Ferrari's Alesi and 
Williams' Coulthard to the flag. 

Most viewers and commentators 
have tried to analyse Hill's erratic 
behaviour, coming up with negative 
results. Even those commentating on 
the race found it absurd that Hill had 
resorted to such an unnecessary 
tactic specially since the race was still 
open at that point of time. By doing 
what he did, however. Hill has thrown 
open all the controversies that 
encompass the highly competitive 
world of Formula One racing and the 
pressures that come with it. 


both the drivers in the 45th lap of the 
British GP, Hill realising that he would 
have to redeem himself in front of his 
home crowd went for broke on a 
sharp turn and only managed to ram 
his machme into Schumachar's. The 

c 


resultant collision not only managed 
to scare both the drivers out of their 
wits but also brought an end to 
whatever excitement the race had to 
offer. 

"The situation was totally 


Like so many rivals before them. 
Hill and Schumacher have only follen 
prey to the hype which proceedes 
each FI race. Once it was Nigel 
Mansell and Nelson Piquet trading 
insults at Silverstone and then it was 
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the turn of Prost and Senna doing the 
same. And this is all that the media 
needs to feed off their bitter rivalry, for 
the sake of ticket sales, headlines and 
TV exposure. And in keeping with 
their wishes, Hill put his foot in his 
mouth by saying that, ''Sponsors are 
controlling the characters and all 
they'll get is clones. Schumacher is a 
good example. He's been taught how 
to handle himself by the Mercedes PR 
team. He's a produa rather than a 
person." 

In keeping with corporate warfare, 
Schumacher's camp reacted with a 
rejoinder saying that, "Although 
everyone likes to suggest that 
Schumacher is a PR puppet trained by 
Mercedes, it is not true. When he was 
with Mercedes, he did only one 
two-hour lesson in public speaking. 
That is all." 

Whether he can speak or not is 
irrelevant because Schumacher has 
put the entire FI market into disarray: 
thanks to his prodigious driving skills. 
The contraas for buying drivers for 


the new FI season have been put on 
hold, simply because Schumacher has 
announced that he will not sign for a 
new team, presuming he does want to 
leave Benetton, before September. 

Most companies are more than 
keen to sign up the German and they 
have decided to wait, which only 
means that the fate of the other 
drivers can only be decided after 
Schumacher signs a new contract, 
Ferrari, however, is an exception as 
Niki Lauda said, "We can only wait till 
mid-August and not beyond for 
Schumacher to decide." 

The rumours that did the rounds at 
Silverstone suggested that 
Schumacher may be keen on joining 
Williams and has even quoted him as 
saying in The Sun "Schumacher 
wants £60 million and Hill's job". The 
Sun added that Schumacher's 
manager was even negotiating with 
Williams for a contract. Hill on the 
other hand was reported to be 
unhappy with his employers and was 
also looking for a fresh break._ 


The grapevine suggests that Hill 
could go to Benetton as Schumacher 
has asked for a phenomenal raise for 
the next season to the tune of $12.5 
million, a sum which Benetton is 
hesitant to provide. 

Jean Todt of Ferrari has summed up 
this current problem in the market by 
saying that, "All drivers are for sale, 
but Schumacher is in a class by 
himself. In my time too, there were 
two-three drivers who were highly 
desirable." But former FI ace Niki 
Lauda put the rumours to rest by 
saying that, "Schumacher currently 
enjoys a good rapport with Benetton. 
And it will be difficult for the other 
teams to break that relationship." 

Nothing, however, can be taken for 
granted in the complex world of F1. 
While it is true that most companies 
and drivers have different 
personalities, the one faaor that 
unites them is the lure of competition 
and the lure of lucre. In that respea, 
both Hill and Schumacher are 
clones....or suckers. • 


Formula 1 World Champions 








EXCLUSIVE 



Believe it or not but the 
latest sex ban has been 
on a team participating 
in the World Fishing 
Championships in 
Finland 


S EX bans on players before big 
sporting events have surely 
reached their climax, with 
this latest news We ve seen 
curbs and curfews on boxers martial 
arts experts and footballers before big 
events but the latest sport to cast off 
anynookieis fishing Members of 
the England coarse fishing team were 
banned from having sex during this 
summer's World Fishing 
Championships in Finland 

But IS there any medical proof that a 
short burst of activity m the bedroom 
the night before a big game will leave a 
player drained of energy the next day*^ 
Hartlepool surgeon Professor Greg 
McLatchie, medical director of the 
National Sports Medicine Institute 
says there is no clear evidence to prove 
sex saps your sports drive He is 
currently conducing research on the 
subject but adds "If you are a fit, 
young person and you have not been 
up all night going to discos and 
looking for sex. then you probably 
recover quite quickly from sexual 
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activity and it probably doesn i 
impose any strain on your physical 
ability 

In the immediate post coital stage, 
people are flushed and warm and 
relaxed, but in five or 10 minutes you 
are back to normal, physiologically * 
Bob Beamon openly admitted he 
made love to his wife the night before 
he sailed through the air to create that 
freakish long jump world record at the 
Mexico Olympic Games in 1968 He 
said perhaps it made him feel extra 
light 

An American football coach once 
said. It's not sex before a game which 
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I affects your performance, it's staying 
up all night looking for it 

"And I really don't know if it has 
any effect on less physical skills like 
casting a rod and line in fishing or 
hitting a golf ball,” says McLatchie 

Thanks to a democratic vote, wives 
and girlfriends of the England rugby 
squad were allowed to go to South 
Africa for the recent World Cup, 
although some players actually voted 
against it 

"When you are on tour it s a lonely 
life, It's not a holiday, and players 
suffer all the feelings anyone else does 
when they are parted from their loved 
ones," McLatchie explains "They may 
gel homesick and this can create a 
reaction of depression People who 
are depressed don't tend to perform 
physically as well as those who aren t 
In that sort of situation, having wives 
or girlfriends there can provide 
greater stability for players It has been 
shown in the Rugby World Cup " 

Wives and girlfriends of cricketers 
on long tours do not, as a rule, join 
their husbands from the start because 
there's a feeling that the pattern of 
camaraderie and team spirit should he 
established in the first couple of weeks 
and the players must be completely 
focused on the task in hand The ladies 
join later 

Yet McLatchie feels that if there is 
family stability at home—^where the 
players have already demonstrated 
their skills admirably—then those 
families should not disrupt their 
performance when they go abroad on 
tours 

McLatchie is himself a black belt in 
karate, a competent boxer and won 
the British University Weightlifting 
Championship in 1974 He recalls 
competing in the World Karate 
Championships in Japan, where his 
team were told that their Japanese 
counterparts had gone into the 
mountains to isolate their thoughts 
and concentrate their mind on 
perfection The Japs were evidently 
not allowed any sex immediately 
prior to the big challenge—but 
England still won 

Sports psychologist Jack 
Lamport-Mitchell says sex bans can 




I aaually hinder an individual's input 
on the field of play "It depends on the 
perceiver, he explains If you are 
told there's no sex for that week and 
you feel this is a threat to your 
personal liberty, it could be more of a 
hindrance than a help But if you need 
self-control and discipline to 
concentrate on the sport, then it may 
be more of a help " 

Most golfers at four-day 
tournaments don't want their wives 
along he notes "Its a big 
concentration game and they need to 
focus 100% on that Yet one of my 
clients has his wife as caddie and it 
doesn't put him olf" 

Lamport-Mitchell concedes that 
some individuals find it an extra 
pressure if their families are around 
them on lour, especially if it starts to 
interfere with training Problems can 
arise if the partner gets bored and 
doesn't get on with the other wives 
and girlfiends That s when the 
situation might start to affect the 
player 

But everyone is different Some 
miss their wives and children and one 
of my clients is concerned that he is 
not going to see his family much when 
he IS on lour 

What sort of psychological effea 
does It have on a player to know that 
his wife or girlfnend will be in the 
crowd cheering him on*^ 

"Some don't mind but others find it 
hinders their performance says 
Lamport-Mitchell They are thinking 
that they must play well because their 
family are there, but they are so 
anxious about not letting them down 
that they don't play their natural 
game " 

He feels that overall, more players 
aiC happier without their wives and 
girlfriends 

'With teams, there are enough 
social outlets for players without 
having their partners there And some 
people join rugby clubs m the first 
place to get away from their families' 
Strangely enough why is it that no 
one bothers to do studies or writings 
on sex and the female athlete'? But 
then It's a male chauvinistic world 
isn't It*? 

Maharaifl Features 
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* t ONEY makes the world go 
^ ^ ^ round Well i! certainly 
^ ^ makes the professional 

tennis player go around the world 
Even Davis Cup play is not 
undertaken solely lor reasons of 
patriotism anymore How many 
players would play for iheir country 
for free ^ In the contemporary world of 
commertialisation patriotism seems 
to be a thing of the past 

Yet I recall that on one of my visits 
to Wimbledon a lew years back one 
did encounter strange incidents of 
patriotism at the hallowed premises of 
the All England Club 

If memory si rves me right it was a 
foiiith round match between 
Austrian Ale\ Antomtsch and the 
very lov able but highly combustible 
Henri Leconte of France During an 
intense rally Leconte mishit a winner 
off the frame of his racket The 


Austrian stood arms-akimbo in shock 
and glared across the net in disbelief 
He then asked seriously. Is that 
racket a //eac^'from Austria^ ' 

It was 

After the nc\t point, in which the 
Frenchman middled the ball into the 
bottom of the net Antomtsch added 
mischievously ' And that confirms 
that your guts are French ' 

Indeed they were 
But I econte was nen amused He 
lost his cool and the match and 
Antomtsch went on to the round of 16 
where he lost to Lendl 

In another incident I recall Derrick 

Noah claimed in 1990 that if his native 
Cameroon didn't beat Colombia in the 
soccer World Cup, he would play his 
first round match at Wimbledon 
wearing nothing but his dreadlocks. 
Roger Mills saved Noah and 
Wimbledon from any such 
embarrassment 


Rostagno (who had surprisingly 
knocked out former champion John 
McFnroe in the first round) was 
having a rough time against the serve 
of one Goran Ivanisevic After yet 
another Goran ace the frustrated 
American turned to the umpire (a 
Frenchman) and asked sarcastically 
'Do yc^u know the flight schedules 
out of this place"^ ^ 

The umpire was up to it Sure as 
long as you want to leave by Air 
France he replied and actually 
produced a time table from his pocket 
Rostagno did catch a flight out that 
day and Gc^an went on to lose to 
Becker in the semi finals 

In 1990 Wimbledon clashed with 
the soccer World Cup in Italy where 
Cameroon were on a remarkable 
winning streak The flashy 
Frenchman Yannick Noah (whose 
father was from Cameroon) was very 
vocal about his support of The 
Indomitable Lions 

He claimed that if Cameroon didn't 
beat Colombia he would appear on 
court to play his first round match 
wearing nothing but his dreadlocks 
Roger Milla came to Noah s—and I 
daresay Wimbledon's—rescue 
Noah turned up fully attired only 
to lose and return home to watch the 
rest of Italia '90 in the comfort of his 
Pans living room and in the attire of 
his choice 

Of course everybody remembers a 
similar claim made the year before 
when Mr John McEnroe swore he 
would drop his shorts on Centre Court 
if Michael Chang won Wimbledon 
The moralistic Christian that he is 
Chang was so embarrassed that he lost 
in the very next round to Tim Mayotte 
Prior to this year's French Open, Mr 
McEnroe also made a similar 
prediaion, only this time it didn't 
have the stnptease clause McEnroe 
predicted that in spite of Thomas 
Muster's remarkable record on clay, 
the Austrian didn't have it in him to 
win the French Open Muster of 
course did win, but fortunately for Mr 
McEnroe the only 'streaking' was 
related to Muster's winning spell on 
clay 

Andy O'Brien 
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Power-packed low-smoke synthetic-based Castrol JETTX 
unleashes the power in your bike Getting you off to a flying 
start Be it on the race track or at the traffic signal 

Synthetic-based Castrol JETTX ensures a clean smokeless 
burn and extra mileage 

Castrol JETTX meets the latest technical specifications 
introduced by major Japanese bike manufacturers — 
(JASO M345^^—- the highest for two-stroke bikes worldwide 
Switch to Castrol JETTX Get off to a flying start Break into 
freedom And zap the rest 

Castrol JETTX Is bast suited for Japanese engine 
two-stroke bikes and scooters, viz, Yamaha, Kawasaki, 
Suzuki and Kinetic Honda. 
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UNCORK THE 
CHAMPAGNE! 


Neil Hallam talks to England's new cricket star 
DOMINIC CORK, who followed up his sensational debut 
with a hat trick 


J HANKS very much Sdid 

^ I Dominic Cork with a look of 
I ama/ement and a shrug of 
Jli,. resignation Thank you very 
bloody much indeed 

T in noi even established as Cork the first 
ye t and already I m Botham the Second The 
source of his bemusement a tabloid headlint 
priKlaiming BFEFYII in scarlet letters two 
inches high alongside his picture was tossed 
dismissively onto a chair 

1 can t believe it added the Derbyshire 
allrounder as he spun di/zily in the media 
vortex which engulfed him following his 
stunning 7 for 43 on his Test debut at Lord s 
One Test and they ve already got me trying 
Both s boots on 1 d be flattered if it wasn t so 
daft 

Daft^ What tvem after he followed up his 
matching winning Lord s performance with a 
hattnek that demolished the Windies middle 
order at Old Trafford and helped England 
level the series at two Tests apiece*^ 

Daft^ Not everybody would agree Both an 
himself for one Dost ribing Cork s 
performance at I ord s as the greatest 
allround show seen from an English cricketer 
in a decade Botham went on to endorse him 
as the likeliest of the New Bothams artually 
to pick up the mantle 

Since my serious back opc ration sevc n 
years ago England havt searched for a New 
Beefy and all sorts of charaett rs have been 
saddled with the burden — Derek Pnngle Phil 
DeFreitas David Cape* Dernioi Reeve Chris 
Lewis Craig White and Darren Gough 
I have always backed Cork as the best bet 
both in terms of ability and temperament I 
was amused to find that he has a picture of me 
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on the mantelpiece His wife should replace it 
with one of him—a man more than worthy 
of finally filling my boots 

Cork will not be budged The media has 
been very good but for anybody to compare 
me to the greatest allrounder England has 
ever had on the basis of two Tests is way over 
the top 

That s not to belittle what I have done just 
to keep things in 
perspective I d waited 
a long lime for my 
chance and I was 
desperate to do 
well and prove myself 
as a Test player I felt I 
was ready 1 ve been 
fitter and bowled better 
this season than ever 
before 

Derbyshire s captain 
Kim Barnett is another 
who makes demanding 
comparison 

He says Dominic has always been a big 
admirer of Both and there s certainly a 
similarity in attitude But 1 d put him closer in 
type to Richard Hadlee His batting is still his 
weaker suit but he does have real ability and 
with more experience I reckon he'll become 
not just a dangerous wild card at No 7 or 8 but 
a world class allrounder at No 6 

As a bowler he's already got the lot He's 
stronger and quicker this season, as fast as 
Devon Malcolm at times and where the 
Botham comparison is valid is in that pnceless 
ability to do the business when the pressure is 

Calabrating tha fall af analhar Waal Imllaa wickat 



With Ian Botham Td 
lava to ha half Of good 
Of him" 




on, in the big finals or at Test level' 

Whereas Botham's 'dominant male' 
demeanour was recognised with the 
nickname 'Guy the Gorilla', the new lion of 
English cricket was given less macho 
sobriquets when he joined Derbyshire as a 
YTS junior in 1989 He was 'Gofer' in the club 
office, running errands and fetching cups of 
coffee, and 'Baby Giraffe on the field 
Barnett explains He was a real beanpole 
tall, thin and weak and used to fizzle out after 
three or four overs But even then he had bags 
of ability and competed like hell 
The ability had been nurtured at St Joseph's 
College Stoke-on Trent The combative 
temperament was honed in the hard school of 
North Staffordshire League cricket with 
Betley for whom he played with his father 
Gerald and brothers Simon and Jonathan 
while mother Mary made the teas 
Minor Counties cricket followed with 
Staffordshire, and within a year of joining 
Derbyshire Cork was taking a wicket in his 
first over in first-class cricket against the New 
Zealanders 

He took 8 for 53 against Essex on his 20th 
birthday in 1991 made a match winning 92 
not out in Derbvshire s Benson 6- Hedges Cup 
final win over I ancashirc in 1993 and raised 
his career-best bowling figures to 9 for 43 (and 
13 for 93 in the match) against Northants at 
Derby in June 

From the time he made a century as 
nighiwatchman for the England Under-19s 
against Pakistan his international potential 
has been monitored and he regards last 
winter in India—his fourth England A'lour 
—as significantly charaaer-forming 

He explains Just gelling through the day 
out there with all the delays and frustrations, 
requires a lot of self-control and I'm the first 
to admit I'm all the belter for it I used to have 
far too much chirrup on the field and get 
earned away and confrontational too often, 
but I ve calmed down a lot 
Perhaps his most revealing comment came 
in a questionnaire which asked Why did you 
decide on a life in spori^ 

There never was a consaous decision, 
revealed Cork 'I simply grew up believing 1 
was going to be a county cricketer It never 
occurred to me to consider anything else And 
from an early age I told people I was going to 
play for England That might sound arrogant 
but I've always believed in having tirgets ' 
And his latest one'> 'I'd love to become half 
as good as Ian Botham ' 

WISOEN CHICKET MONTHLY a 



He's been catted 'Count 
Dracula', the 'boutique 
coach'and the 'greatest 
hanger-on or survivor 
in tennis history. 

What makes Ion Tiriac 
so special to tennis? 

BY ROBIN CHATTERJEE 

LMOST everything that 
I one gets to see of Ion Tinac 
f IS serious deadly senous 
» ’ There IS however a 

humorous story that does the rounds 
amongst his friends His fnends in 
lighter moments say that they have 
never seen his teeth 
Tinac you see docs not smile And 
he follows this code because he has an 
image to protect No wonder the 
Transylvania bom tycoon is known 
in the tennis world as Count Dracula 
But his fangs as we mentioned earlier 
are never in evidence 
Tycoon'^ He is one now but the faa 
IS that Tinac was always destined to be 
one Fate however dictated that the 
man who became a sort of Svengali to 
Bons Becker a multi-millionaire 
tennis manager a prospect for the 
Presidency of Romania and a messiah 
for Romanian capitalism play tennis 
first with the likes of Rod Laver and 
Stan Smith for starters There is 
always a destined way by which you 
can get to the top 
At first glance, he once again 
seemed to be at the top Ion 
(pronounced Yon) Tinac was 
lounging over a balcony overlooking , 
the courts, in the competitors ^ 

restaurant, his persona in sharp 3 

Na'aaotiwlafKamiliccrawd Ym’i« I 
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Both Tiriac (loft) and Backar ara rasponsibla 
for aach othar's succosa. Sadly, the 
Rambo-Hamlot relationship is over 

contrast to that of the other players 
who slouched around in their white 
shorts that accentuated the merits of 
sun-tan lotion. 

Amidst all this style, Tiriac himsell 
stood out in his tinted glasses, a $ 1,000 
(plus) brown suit and tie. What 
completed the picture was a pair ot 
obnoxious green alligator shoes that 
seemed to sum up Tiriac's personality: 
he was a man who liked to dictate 
things, even fashion. And style never 
goes out of fashion. 

Tt is not surprising that Count 
Dracula is more larnous for his aura 
than tor his tennis And it all started 
when he was graduating from being a 
child table-tennis champion to 
Olympic ice-hockey defenseman in 
Romania, belore he joined the tennis 
lour and became heller known as a 
playboy who dragged on motorbikes, 
chased models, gobbled caviar and ate 
champagne glasses. When he did play 
his tennis, Tiriac was guileful and 
occasionally rude; qualities that only 
served to motivate his more talented 
countryman, doubles partner and 
former World No. I, Hie Nastase, 

Tiriac was a man known for his 
excesses and this was even reflected in 
his appetite. 

How would you label a person 
whose breakfast, in the mid 60's, 
consisted of six steaks, four plates of 
pasta and dozen eggs? 

Ad nauscum 

And it you ask him, then the 
54-year-old dinosaur will sum up iile 
in his version of Jurassic Park by 
saying that, "There were no rules 
then." Then the space between your 
face and his would be clouded by the 
smoke from his Marlboro and he 
would add, "we did as we damn well 
pleased. We had the time of our lives." 
Hie Nastase, himsell a man of 
colourful repute, would nod his head 
in agreement. Seated between these 
two ogres, Tiriac's handsome son, a 
product of the techno generation can 
only gape in awe. It is quite apparent 
that the father is not good for Tiriac 
Jr's adolescent ego. 

12 





' And then there is the moustache 
greying at the end but still defiant It, 
however commands a personality of 
Its own which is why the cameraman 
at Wimbledon will still search for 
Tiriac in a crowd 

Power* That is what Tiriac wants to 
reflect The man who once described 
himself as the greatest player who 
couldn t play now grapples with a 
cellular phone which suggests that he 
IS in all probability closing a business 
deal Small wonder then that Tiriac is 
one of the most respected and 



Today. Tiriac managaa tha marcurial Goraa 
Ivanisevic who thouph talantad. does not 
possess a fraction of tha Bockar personality 


powerful powerbrokers in tennis and 
since communism fell a blue chip for 
Romanian commerce 
There was a time when Tiriac 
marketed himself above all things as a 
boutique coach The term itself 
means exclusive and Tiriac is credited 
with having created the concept of the 
one on-one personalised tennis 
coach-cum manager And the 
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Anke Hub«r, anoUitr Tiriac protaga it 
foravar trying ta cama ta tarmt with bar 
tannit. and bar bayfriand, Andrai Madvadav 


experiment proved successful when 
he tried it out on the likes of Ilie 
Nastase Guillermo Vilas Henri 
Leconte and principally Boris Becker 
The boutique coach in this case 
offered services ranging from 
racket-stringing psychological 
counselling parenting and most 


importantly, portfolio management 

But Tiriac is more synonymous with 
Boris Becker or rather, he was Tennis 
legend has it that he discovered his 
ward m 1984 at the courts of a country 
club in Monte Carlo, where the now 
divorced Tiriac himself keeps a 
penthouse which he shares with his 
son Alexander Ion Stories claim that 
Ion Ion as the son is known, was the 
child born out of a romance with a 
Parisian model Tiriac may confirm 
that he met Becker in Monte Carlo 
but he has denied rumours that he 
showed up at his home later in 
Leimen Germany in a white Rolls 
Royce to impress the then 16-year-old 
wunderkmd 

I have 18 cars, but I never had a 
Rolls Royce Tiriac is said to have 
testified "I have every single Ferrari 
that came out I have all the Mercedes 
they came out with, all the Jaguars, all 
the Porsches I have a Lamborghini 
Diablo I have the Mercedes 600 a 
500 a 300, a 190 IhaveaFerran 
Testarossa, a Porsche speedster, he 
confirmed 

But no Rolls Royce, therefore all 
legends are not true 

Unfortunately, theTiriac-Becker 
storyline has long since worn out 
Becker is coping with fatherhood and 
IS spoon-feeding his son Noah instead, 
while Tiriac, the offiaal Becker 
spoon-feeder, has become deeply 
involved in business projects m 
Romania The days are over when 
Tinac could banish a Becker girlfriend 
from Wimbledon as he did in 1987, 
when he thought his pupil was being 
distrarted by the presence of his 
sweetheart then, the daughter of the 
Monaco chief of police 

Since then Tiriac and Becker have 
moved on to newer pastures The 
latter for example, spouts wisdom 
about the meaning of life and tennis, 
while our protagonist is desperately 
trying to cope with the antics of his 
new charge the mercurial Ivanisevic 
and Anke Huber from Germany 

Becker, on the other hand, dumped 
Gunther Bresnik in 1993, the fifth 
coach ti) go in seven years and sought 
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solace in the advice of tennis guru, 
Nick Bollettien But Tinac cannot help 
miss the contrasting but meanmgful 
life that they both shared As he had 
once said 'If Boris likes green, I like 
black If we turn back and see two 
girls if he likes one then I m going to 
like the other ’ Sadly the credits are 
now rolling on the Rambo-Hamlet 
relationship 

Today Tinac is lavishing attention 
on his new protege Romania Small 
wonder then than he is often referred 
to as "tycoonescu " With the clout 
that comes from being one of 
Romania s most famous exports 
(besides Ilie Nastase and Nadia 
Comanea) Tinac has started the 
profitable Ion Tinac Bank Romania's 
first post communist pnvate 
commencal bank He is also the agent 
in Romania for Siemens the German 
elearonics giant and Mercedes-Benz 
With Lufthansa he has a tie-up in 
freight handling at Bucharest aiipon 
Add to that an ownership of 
Bucharest s first private TV station 
and a village for orphans in his 
hometown and Tinac 
will tell you that I did well lam 
remembered so doors open ' 

He has pohtical pnonties too This 
was in evidence when he tried to 
dispel doubts in the West that 
Romania would not succeed m the 
transition to democracy He has also 
successfully lobbied German offiaals 
to provide his country with aid and 
trade 

Tinac has weight and he pushes it 
He hasn t yet matured on the whole 
but maybe that is what makes him a 
winner Not bad for a man who 
reached the quarters at Wimbledon 
(in doubles) and who in 1968 his best 
year in tennis won $5 000 No 
wonder they call this behemoth with 
the glowenng eyes The Count 

But the best summation of Tinac's 
mavenck personality comes from his 
fnend, the late Arthur Ashe 'He is,' 
Ashe declared 'perhaps the greatest 
hanger-on or survivor in tennis 
history ’ 0 
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A HERO 
DISOWNED 


David McMahon writes 
from Australia on the 
recent death of the 
legendary HAROLD 
LARWOOD 


T HF old man who was 

wheeled into the Pimte of 
Wales Hospital in the Sydney 
suburb of Randwick could 
have been any other anonymous 
pensioner But you only had to look ai 
his right arm and you would have 
realised that the 90 year-old was no 
ordinary mortal The arm was still 
sinewy, still tough So just who was 
he"^ 

The two weeks the old man s family 
kept V igil by his bedside as they 
realised his chest infection was not 
getting any better Things \sorsened 
Complications set in and the old man 
developed pneumonia Still his body 
fought on Then he suffered a stroke 
onthcFiiday morning Stubbornly 
he said he wanted to leas e the hospital 
and go back home The fact that he 
was hooked up to a diip made no 
difference to him Cntuallv ill 
90-year-olds are not supposed to he 
very strong men, but this one toie his 
right arm free from the diip 
Then he lost consciousiicss. but he 
still did not give up That right arm 
kept n oving He died on Saturday 
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inoriiingand if by now any one at tlu 
hospital still didn t know who he was 
they would have rctognised his name 
on the luispital records You ilidn t 
even need to know his full name 
which IS quite a thing to say in the 
Nineties The surname bv itself would 
have given It away Larwood Harold 
1 a r wood 

More than oO veaisagn in the 
infamous 1932 19^y liodylme Sciies 
It had been that right arm that almost 
caused a diplomatic lift between the 
mothei country Fngland and her 
pnmd new colony Australia Harold 
I arwocxf was a fast bowler who could 
throw the bat around a bit A pit boy m 
the coal mines of Nottinghamshire 
before he became a prvifcssicmal 
cricketer he was the man on whom 
Fngland captain Douglas lardine 
pinned his hopes I arwood was his 
secret weapon who would contain the 
Australian prodigy Donald Bradman 

fardine ordered I arwood to bowl 
fast leg theory on the line of the 
batsman sbody Larwood did just 
that The series was acrimonious, 
politicaliy volatile I arwood pitched 
short on the leg stump with fieldsmen 
crouched, waiting for the batsmen to 
defend their bodies with then bats 
The theory not only curbed Australia, 
it curbed — moiei iportanily — the 
prolific Btadman The New South 
Welshman averaged a paltry (by his 
lofty standards) 56 in the series which 
Lngland won 4-1 But the seventy of 
Jardine s orders to I ai wood were felt 
all round the world Said Mr J H 
Thomas the Secretary of Stale for the 
Dominions, No politics ever gave me 








as much trouble as this damn 
Bodylinc bowling 

Interestingly enough the word 
bodyline was not coined by a 
cricketer but by a journalist A cricket 
writer was telegraphing his summary 
of the day s events back to his 
newspaper (no telexes faxes or 
modems in those days) and found he 
did not have enough money for the 
cable He had to c ut some words out to 
shorten his despatch One of the short 
cuts he made was to join the words 


''bowling on the line of the body" in 
his report to the terse "Bowling 
bodyline Bodylinc it became and 
bodyline to this day it remains 

Larwood himself never used that 
word He preferred to call it fast leg 
theory In the early Tests of that 
series he was booed all round 
Australia but by the last Test in 
Sydney the scourge of the Australian 
batsmen hit 98 and the Sydney crowd 
cheered him from the ground He was 
heartened by the gesture and said 


- ' wju ... 


later I thought, 'Cor blimey, what's 
going on here'^' Then I realised that 
Australians like a fighter 

After the senes, the cricketing 
establishment in England fell that the 
working-class fast bowler who had 
won them the series now needed to 
apologise for his part in the bodyline 
incident Larwood for his part felt he 

He won England the 1932-33 series against 
Australia, but Larwood was not shown any 
appreciation for it and so he migrated to 
Australia 
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Larwood wot bowlod lo much during tho 
Bodylino soriot that ho often hind through hit 
shoot Picture shows him boingtraatad for 
painfully damaged foot 

had absolutely nothing to apologise 
for He paid the price and never 
played for England again 

In an interview with English cricket 
writer Frank Keating two years ago at 
his home in Sydney Larwood said of 
his banishment "Well Iwasntabout 
to apologise was P 1 had nothing to 
apologise for did I > To tell the truth 
from the moment we got home from 
that tour I ve been fed up to the back 
teeth with the word Bodyline 

Larwood who had failing sight to 
his later years told Keating I m not 
talking cricket—and I m certainly not 
talking Bodyline Ask me one 
question about either and you re out 
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I can t remember a thing about the old 
days and can t see a thing so I know 
nothing about the present 

After the Seeond World War ended 
Larwood decided to sever ties with 
Britain and make a new life in 
Australia He and his wife and five 
daughters migrated on a slow 
steamer His arrival in this country 
was not unnoticed It was only when 
Australian Prime Minister Ben Chifley 
died that Larwood found out the man 
the Aussies called "Chif had paid half 
the Larwood family s accommodation 
costs out of his own pocket 

And when the old man died on 
Saturday 22 July Sir Donald 
Bradman said "There was no personal 
animosity between Larwood and me 
and we always remained good friends 
His name will live on in history as one 


of the greatest bowlers of all time, and 
the faa that he made Australia his 
home showed his great love for this 
country " 

From half a world away, Britain's 
cricket writers also mourned 
Larwood Under the headline "The 
working class hero abandoned by the 
MCC", Patrick Collins said in The Mail 
on Sunday ihai he had been a mere 
scapegoat for the bodyline series "He 
always refused to blame Jardine for 
whom he retained a touching 
respect Collins said But he knew 
where the fault really lay and he knew 
he could not remain in a country in 
which such people held sway " 

In The Sunday Times Larwood was 
hailed as "a notorious victim of the 
English class system On returning to 
Britain Larwood was ostracised by 
other players and spat at by strangers 
The entire establishment seemed to be 
against him Even Sir JulienCahn his 
patron at Nottinghamshire wrote a 
letter of apology to the Australians 
and ordered Larwood to sign it After 
taking the advice of his father who 
told him that if he signed the letter he 
would never be allowed back m his 
home Larwood refused 

And at his death there was high 
praise from the highest office in the 
land Prime Minister John Major who 
bestowed an MBE upon Larwood in 
1993 said "Harold Larwood was one 
of the greatest fast bowlers cricket has 
ever seen He was capable of defeating 
the best batsmen in the world on the 
best of wickets On a difficult pitch he 
could be virtually unplayable He has 
a place in cricket history that will 
never be forgotten I send my 
condolences to his family and friends " 

In the final chapter of Harold 
Larwood s life, his flower-laden coffin 
was earned by four of Larwood's 
grandsons and two sons-in-law One 
of the hauntingly moving songs 
during the service was the old 
favourite We'll Meet Again by Vera 
Lynn 

And then, at the end, as the 
mourners left, the most fitting tribute 
of all send shivers up all spines. It was 
Frank Sinatra's I Did It My Way • 







I Why was Fred Lorz 
. <i disqualified as a 
winner of the marathon in 
1904,? 


Name the only 
! * brothers to win 
Olympic gold medals for 
boxing? 


An event of the 1956 



^ In the 19 32 Los Answer to Question No. 1 

V Angeles Games, 
officials made a blunder in 


I The standard 
' >v distance of the 
marathon is 26 miles 365 
yards. Why has the extra 
385 yards been appended 
to the original distance'? 

^ Who was popularly 
known as'The 
Midnight Express'? 

'4 An American 
\i participant m the 
modern pentathlon in the 
Stockholm Games who 
later won fame as one of 
the most colourful generals 
of World Warn. Name him? 

CARTOON BV ARTHUR CARDOZO 


a particular athletic event. 
What was it? 


A Melbourne Games 
was held in Stockholm. 
Which was that event? 

In 1936, the 
‘ * waterpolo match 
between Hungary and the 
Soviet Union had to be 
abandoned. Why? 


An American legend 
O f was known as the 
'Tennessee Tigress'. Who 
was'she? 

Who introduced the 
/ • step-back style of 
shot putting? 



1. Because it was discovered that he had 
been given a lift in a car for part of the race. 

Z. Leon and Michael Spinks (USA). 

3. Equestrian, because of the strict 
quarantine laws in Australia. 

4. Because the referee decided it was 
becoming "a boxing match underwater", 

5. The laps were miscounted in the 3000m 
steeplechase, causing the runners to go an 
extra 400m. 

6. Wilma Rudolph (USA), triple gold 
medallist In 1964. 

7. Parry O'Brien in the Helsinki Games. 

S. The extra distance was added to the 

original distance by the organisers to 
enable Queen Alexandra to receive in 
person at the Royal Box, the winner of the 
race. 

9, Eddie Tolan (USA) winner of the 100m 
andZOOmin 1932. 

10. George S. Patton 
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I I \ LI cl vvnu I sits liowii lo I hioniLk llu 
hisior\ol Pikisiin Liitkcl ht wouklliiul 
It ini[>()ssihlt iioi U) dt voiL Lonsidci ihk 
spu( loihi (\ploiisi)t ittiliiii Msid 
Ml indcUl 

Honi mil 2 luitL 1s7 in KjIcKIii JiUtd 
Mnnditl since imkim» his U si dchul in the 
1s( ison 11 I jliort civ’ciinsi Nc\v 
/e il ind doiniiuilcd Pikisiin cnckc t like no 
ollii I h iisnnn held done hi fou The lesulia 
iniv,mluent ind iwcsonu lallv i)lhS52 lest 
mils in 121 mill Iks and innings at an 
.i\eiane ol s2 S7 mns Hit tall> iiulndinp 2^ 
luindieds isi\ ill ul)le ions) anil Hfdtics In 
OIK da> inic maiionals he we nt on lo heeome 
a kare d opponcni \\ hu 1i is nol siiipnsin^ 
since he had sceircd 7 327 runs in 228 niaiclu' 


with e iglii luiiidre ds and txaclly *50 half 
ec nliiric*- whtn he pla^td his last game leir 
Pakisi in on 27 DcLtmbci 1993 a! laheire 
againsi /imbabwc Ja\cd s Iasi innings leir 
Pakistan pioduitd 55 iiins 
Dining his seasons as an intLrnalional 
player Javed also capiaincel his country in 34 
lesi marches spread over eleven series The 
result was nol bad ai all an overall re cold of 
11 \ lelorits SIX de leatsand 14 drawn 
maiehcs In loialiiy laved won eight Test 
senes lor hiseoimiry six at home and one 
e ae h m Tng'and and New Zealand 
Inie re siingly laved won his first senes abroad 
in 199 2 m Pngland and few memths later in 
February 1993 lollowed it up by winning in 
New Zealand Yet when he returned home, he 







scipline; 
i foremost 
Wity" 


With such a formidable record 


UTPALSORKAR 

found himself sacked as captain by the cricket 
board 

Even in one day internationals, Javed is 
recognised as strategically one of the finest 
leaders, as he led his country in 62 matches 
winning 26, losing 33, while three ended m 
no result 

Javed led his country in 48 one day 
internationals abroad winning 17 and losing 
28, while at home he was captain in 14 one 
dayers, winning nine of them and losing just 
five 

Javed Miandad also took 93 catches in Test 
matches and another 68 in one day 
internationals, thus also earning himself a 
formidable reputation as a close catcher and 
cover fielder 


behind him and a wealth 
of experience at the top levt i 
Javed Miandad is today 
preparing for another 
likely comeback aftc r remaining on the 
sidelines since he last played against 
Zimbabwe in the Lahore match 
What are your thoughts about making a 
comeback to the Pakistan team after 
such a long layoff? 

Javed Miandad: Well 1 am kec n to play lor 
the country one final time Right now I would 
say I am hundred per ct nt fit and have made 
an unexpectedly good recovery from last 
year s knee operation but still I would like to 
have the final woid from the doctois 
Anyway whenever I am available to play 
again 1 will inform the cricket hoard then it is 
up to them if they want to select me or not 
Do you think that after remaining out of 
cricket for nearly two years and having 
had a serious knee operation, you will be 
able to Justify a recall? 

People say Javed should play if he is hundred 
per cent believe me my aim now is to only 
resume playing for Habib Bank and Pakistan 
when I feel I am 200 pc i cent fit and more 
importantly have conditioned myself 
mentally to put up with the strains of top class 
competition 1 know it is going to be very 
difficult to make a successful comebac k 
because their is a lot of pressure on me but I 
have always cherished challenges 
Are you optimistic that If you make a 
comeback. It will be as captain? 

Believe me, I am not interested in the 
captaincy right now, my only aim is to win 
back my Pakistan place on the basis of merit 
But if the board offers me the captaincy for the 


JAVED MIANDAD 
talks opeuly about 
the controversies 
surrounding 
Pakistan 
cricket and his 
role in them 


"I carry no scars 
from the past. 
What IS done is 
done, there is no 
use thinking 
about it What 
happened, has 
happened.'* 
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MOINUDDIN HAMID 


Alwoys troubled by cbronic 
back problems* Miandad 
often had a lot of rough 
patches in his career 


riie bo.Mii 

accused me »(not 
being dbif (o 
maintain 
discipline, but 
what sort of 
example did they 
set when they 
removed me on 
the instigation of 
some (unior 
players " 


coming season I would not say no because it 
IS an honour for me to lead the country 

Does this mean that Javed Miandad has 
forgiven the cricket authorities for the 
events of last year That he carries no 
scars of the unfortunate incidents which 
unfolded last year, in which he was 
clearly the victim 

What IS done is done iheir is no use thinking 
about It I believe in onl> looking ahead No I 
1 arry no scars what happened has happent d 
but now everything IS fine thert are no more 
inisundcisiandings bt tween me and the 
authoiitics 

Afn r I rtiurncd from I ondon I met with 
the tn^kti board officials and we had very 
landid discussions in which I laid before 
the m my grievance s and they had their share 
ol eomplaints 

But everv thing is okay ne)w Now I am only 
looking forward to playing again if 1 can 
Throughout your career you have always 
backed out of strong stands and it 
appears surrendered before the board... 

I would not say surrendered or backed out To 
me ihi most important thing is my country 
and learn I am willing to make any number of 
sacrifices for them perhaps that is why people 


today respect and appreciate me so much 
Look* let's not dwell on bitter memories* like I 
said what is done is done 
Keeping you out of the team was bad 
enough, but don't you feel refusing to 
foot your medical bills was a show of 
petty stubbornness on part of the board? 
You have answered the question yourself* but 
1 don t regret having spent out of my own 
pocket on my knee operation after all it was 
my career which was on the line • 

Let's change the subject, what do you 
have to say on the daily demands that a 
strong team should be prepared for the 
World Cup? 

First of all I don t understand this argument 
about preparing a team for the World Cup 
Have we forgotten that Pakistan has to play at 
home ag’ainst Sri Lanka and then tour 
Australia and New Zeland before going into 
the World Cup in February next year My 
belief IS that if Pakistan does well against Sri 
Lanka and in Australia and New Zealand the 
morale of the team is going to be 
automatically boosted and the players will 
play as a cohesive unit in the World Cup 
Contrary to what people think believe me* 
victory IS the biggest binding force for any 
team and also raises the confidence and 
morale of the team to a great extent 

But what if Pakistan does not do well 
against Sri Lanka and in Australia and 
New Zealand. After all Pakistan has 
never won Down Under, while Australia 
at the moment claim to be the unofficial 
World Test champions... 

Why shouldn't we do well I think we have 
the players to sec us through only thing 
required is to enforce discipline in the team at 
all costs This time if I am asked to lead the side 
again 1 will not repeat the mistakes of the 
past Discipline is going to be the foremost 
priority The prestige of an entne nation 
cannot be sacrificed for a few players 
1 would also advise the board to extend full 
support to their manager* coach and captain if 
they want to stamp out indiscipline and 
attitude problems in the team Unless the 
board extends support* it is going to be very 
difficult to keep some players in line 
Funny this is coming from you, because 
you were sacked as captain because the 
board charged you with festering 
indiscipline in the team in Australia and 
New Zealand 

That s a long story, whatever I am saying is on 
the basis of the experiences of the last three 
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years. The board accused me of not being able 
to maintain discipline, but what son of 
example did they set when they removed me 
on the instigation of some junior players, 
without even bothering to hear my side of the 
story. As it is, don't forget that in Australia and 
New Zealand, the team had not done badly at 
all, in fact I won both the Test series in 
England and New Zealand after the 
retirement of Imran Khan. 

I believe that the board and inept 
management is equally to blame for the 
unfortunate events which have unfolded in 
the last two years. When you start ignoring 
the advise of a senior player and give 
preference to junior players before their time 
has come, the results are always bad. 

What would be your strategy if you were 
made captain for the Australian tour? 
Let's talk about this when the time comes. But 
certainly we can win in Australia. Naturally 
the press is going to describe that series as a 
battle for the unofficial Test title, but I don't 
think there is any such thing as an unofficial 
title. Australia cannot claim to be the number 
one team today, because they have c^nly 
beaten the West Indies in one series. Let's not 
forget they lost to Pakistan last year. Pakistan 
at one time went unbeaten in a Test series for 
over five years, shouldn't we have been the 
unofficial Test champions then ? There is no 
way to decide which is the best Test team 
today, unless you have a proper competition 
on the lines of the World Cup. 

About the World Cup, do you think 
Pakisun are favourites due to home 
advantage... 

In one day internationals, their is no such 
thing as home advantage, because limited 
overs cricket is very unpredictable. In 1 987, 
we were title favourites, but we lost in the 
semi finals, whereas in 1992 we came from 
behind to lift the Cup. 

Do you think that the new players tried 
out in the last Asia Cup have the ability 
to make the World Cup squad? 

Why not, they will learn with time. No player 
becomes a great one overnight, he takes a lot 
of time to settle down and build his 
confidence. I think it was unfair to criticise the 
new faces who went to Sharjah, because 
honestly speaking they did their best. If the 
team lost, it is the seniors who are to blame. In 
any team, the senior players are supposed to 
guide and encourage the new caps. But look 
what happened in the match against Sri 
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Lanka, it was a match we should never have 
lost. I just don't know what our senior players 
were doing. In my viewpoint, a senior player is 
someone who carries responsibility on his 
shoulders. But in Sharjah we had senior 
players dancing down the track and getting 
stumped, although having played over 100 
one day games. They should have known 
what was required then. 

What would be your composition for the 
World Cup... 

Like 1 said before if the team does well against 
Sri Lanka and Australia/New Zealand, you 
will automatically have a settled 
combination. What I don't understand is how 
can we talk about the World Cup team at so 
early a stage. A player who is in form today 
may be badly out of form in the next five 
months and not even be a contender for the 
World Cup. What should be done is to give 
maximum opportunity and exposure to the 
younger players and also the seniors, so that 
in due course of time the shape of the World 
Cup team automatically falls into place. Do 
you remember how rhany players went to 
Australia for the last World Cup, how many 
returned and how many replacements were 
sent... 


TlNNigli bnriii and 
Miandad. navar raally hit it 
aff tagatbar, thay wara 
raapansiblafaralataf 
PakitlanilriiNiipht 


"i will not repeat 
the mistakes of 
the past. You have 
to enforce 
discipline at all 
costs. The 
prestige of an 
entire nation 
cannot be 
sacrificed for a 
few players.” 


COUfITESY; THE PAKISTAN CPICKETER 
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AD I been writing this 
article prior to the past 
three tours of the West 
Indies to England I would 
have been predicting the West Indies 
winning by a margin of 3-0 if the 
BBCs long-range weather forecast 
indicated a wet summer I would have 
settled for a 3 0 victory But West 
Indies cricket fans know in their 
hearts that these are new iim^s for 
West Indies cricket 

It is certainly not a crisis and the 
Caribbean region is not about to 
commit mass suicide West Indies 
cricket has had a long proud period of 
dominance over the world 
cricketing nations 
outmatching that of Brazil m 
football India 
and Pakistan in hockey 
and the USA Australia and Sweden in 
tennis Not even the great NBA 
basketball clubs the LA I akers and 
the Boston Celtics and those 
outstanding European football clubs 
have had such a tremendous run 

In judging this outstanding period 
It IS important to point out that the 
West Indies is the second smallest 
international cricket nation with 
only five million people to draw from 
small Test grounds and a full time 
administration staff of just three 
However better marketing through 
television coverage has made the 
West Indies Board much stronger 
financially 

For many reasons the West Indies 
have slipped somewhat as the world 
power of cricket Injuries to Ian 
Bishop captain Richie Richardson 
and of late Curtly Ambrose came at a 
time when the side was coming out of 
a transition phase after losing some 
outstanding players in Gordon 
Greenidge, Vivian Richards Malcolm 
Marshall and Jeffrey Dujon The 
team s present position concerning 
openers might have been different 
had the West Indies selectors blooded 
a third young opener on the successful 
1992/93 tours of Australia and South 
Africa Had the process of replacing 

In ■ rntnal of rolM. Brian Lira DM a tMla of 
tlia Windias 'madlcina* from EnalamTs 
Damn Gough 




THE WIIMDIES ON 
A STICKY WICKE 

For years the super power of world cricket the reign of the West Indies 
ended in Kingston, Jamaica, in May, when they suffered their first Test 
series defeat in 15 years at the hands of the touring Australians. As the 
series against England continues, REDS FERREIRA reports on the 
problems besetting the world champions. 



C rccnidyc and Haynes as a pair started 
then the last touis of India and New 
Zealand could have established a 
sound new opening partnership 
(Desmond Haynes apart) 

The fasi-b()wlinj 4 tiipboard is noi 
what It used to be their was a time 
when Marshall Wa>ne Daniel 
Winston Da\is Syl\cstei ( larke 
Tony Grey and in it rent times 
Patrick Patterson could nrn inainiam a 
permanent plate in ihi West Indies 
lour piong attack Ihe e\(HiK need 
opening bowlc IS on this present tour 
of rngland aie close to ^0 years of age 
and over and the support men to 
Ambioseand ( onitncy Walsh are the 
key tt» a siictcsslul seiKs 

In the senes against India and New 
Zealand the West Indies fast bowlers 
did not produce the consistent line 
and length which is basic to any 
international attack 

Howe ver,thanks to good planning 
by the West Indies Board or di\ me 
intervention lonrmanagei Wes Hall 
and learn manager Andy Robeits are 
ideally suited to help the fast bowlers 
having been cnitslandmg practitioners 
in their days, and both with an 
excellent knowledge of Pnglish 
conditions 

If a sound opening pair can be 
establishc^d the rest of the batting — 
Brian Lara, Jimmy Adams and C arl 
Hooper—certainly have the class and 
ability to produce substantial scores 
Junior Murray, while not being in the 
class of Diijon, made an important 
contribution in India and New 
Zealand and can add extra depth to 
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the middle t)ider while the 
lower order batsmen need to go back 
to traditional commitment 

What role spin will play m fuluie 
West Indies attacks will depend on the 
oveiall success of the i|uicker bowlers 
I or those who foresee a long lean 
spell lor the West Indies I might point 
out that West Indiesciijc^y playing 
rest c nckei 1 he last bad per lod dates 
back to the 1969 tour ol New Zealand 
to the summer of 197 3 when the 
team did not achieve a victoiy ior 20 
Test matches iiniil winning the 
opening Test at the Oval 
They have shown their capacity to 
bounce back aher being badly beaten 
in 1955 by Australia and III 1957 by 
hngland, the West Indies reiurned to 
winning in India in 1958/59, shortly 
after they produced that great 
1960/61 senes with Australia and 
outplayed England in the summer ol 
1963 


Carl Hooper and Lara will bo the backbone of 
West Indies cricket over the next few years.. 
and more 

Maiilc’d by Australia in 1975/76 
Down Under, the West Indies beat 
India and England convincingly 
within the space of one year bcTore 
returning to Australia lor that 
historical senes v ictory in 1979/80 

Thispiesent West Indies party has a 
new look in many ways In addition to 
the players touring England for the 
first time with an official West Indies 
team, it is sponsored by the 
international Caribbean-owned 
Sandals Resorts hotel chain The 
players look colourful, with specially 
prepaicd kits produced by Sandals, in 
consultation with the WICBC 
Hopefully they will be able to live up 
to the colourful reputation of West 
Indies crickc*i 

Rods Perre ra I vos tn the West Indies and has 
Lommentated on 113 1 mate hes worldwide 
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Ult lUealM allw a toni parM 
af iayoll fcaai OaEaglaadlaaai, 
RoMa SaiNh haa ■radaalhr baaa 
caaMaliag hit plaea in Iha 
EnpiaiiR miMit orrftr wM aama 


againtt Iha botliia Whtt IndiM 
pact attack. Bat RaWa SmMh it 
kaaMmla ha a ligar apaiaal faat 
hawiinp hat a rahhil whan faehip 
tha iihaa af Shaaa Wama and 
AnitKumbla 



MV 


Tap: Smith wautd aiaa hava 
'dnehad'had ha haan givan tha 
aatigamant ta fact tha twa 
ganttaman wba flank Bnan Lara 
in tbia pietara. AM Valantina daft) 
andSannyRamadin waraa^n 
twina wha grippad tha attantian 
af tha eriekat warid thraugh tha 
18Sg*a. Valantina waa canaidarad 
tha haat slaw laft-arm hawlar af 
his that, whila Ramadin's 
gaaghr fanad hardas af batsman 
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Clockwise from Right: Ian 
Botham in a new role as aSky TV 
commentator 


The West Indian cricketers have 
through the ages revolutionised 
celebrations on the field. It was 
they who introduced the 'high 
fives' after the fall of a wicket. 
Their batsmen were responsible 
for inventing the now popular 
'knuckle handshake', in which 
batsmen touch each other's 
gloves in the middle of the pitch, 
after a good shot. Now Ian Bishop 
has added a new dimension. He 
falls on his knees like a footballer 
after scoring a goal. Here he 
thanks the heavens after getting 
Graeme Hick caught and is then 
embraced (in a rare kind of 
celebration) after bowling Robin 
Smith 















Far lafi* Whila Robia Saiith 
damonstratas tha prapar way of 
avaidino a "parfuma ball" (aa 
callad bacausa yau can small tba 
laathar as it passas yaur nasal 
Tha flambayant Graama Tharps 
(insatl damanstratas haw *nat* ta 
avaid a bauncer 

(Csntra) While tha English 
batsman battled it nut with tha 
Windies Madalina Parry dacidad 
ta treat the Sunday crnwd at 
Lard's ta entertainment af a 
different kind She streaked 
acrass tha hallawad turf, but tha 
MCC graund staff dacidad that 
she had dana anaugh ta lalt tha 
gantlaman in the Lang Ream aut af 
dieir gin and tame stupar 
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U MPIRING has always been a 
thorny subject, the fall out of 
an incorrect decision is 
inevitably bitter and raucous, the 
players rarely sympathise with the 
trials and travails of an umpire, if he 
has been at the wrong end of an 
injudicious decision and the umpire 
heads for home coping with the flak 
which flies after an incorrect decision. 
The implementation of the third 
country umpire and television replays 
system has marginalised the bad blood 
between teams but has not eradicated 
the problems completely. Umpiring is 
still a thorny issue but not a burning 
one. 

Yet all it takes is one incorrect 
decision for the game to turn on its 
head and the latest one was when 
England's Dickie Bird was involved in 
a fiasco in the Texaco one-day games 
between England and the West Indies 
last month. 

For Harold "Dickie" Bird, one of the 
most popular umpires on the English 
circuit, the call to hang up his umpiring 
boots could well have come during 
the second one-day international 
between England and the West Indies 
on May 26, 

First, Bird called on the third 
umpire to adjudicate on a run out so 
obvious that the England batsman, 
Graeme Hick, was well on his way to 
the pavilion before the replay 
confirmed it. Then, Bird did not call on 
the camera to rule on a run-out appeal 
against Neil Fairbrother. 

Had he done so England's best 
one-day batsman would have been 
out by a foot. But he stayed, and 


shepherded his side to a winning total. 

Chris Campling writing in The 
Sunday TY/nes condemned the umpire 
for his mistakes and called for him to 
pack it in. He said: "After the one-day 
match, Richie Richardson, the West 
Indies captain, refused to condemn 
Bird's decision (but then that is the 
kind of man Richardson is). Andy 
Roberts, the manager, was not so 
circumspect—he pointed to the 
Fairbrother blunder as the turning 
point of the game. 

"There was also widespread 
discontent at Bird's handling of the 
B&H quarter-final at Old Trafford. 
Those who love cricket, and Bird 
himself must be included here, are 
entitled to a few answers. 

"Why did Bird call for an 
unnecessary aaion replay at The 
Oval? Why did he not call for a 
necessary one? It is this inconsistency 
that worries players, and leads to a 
lack of faith in the official whose 
judgement determines the course of 
matches, and can also affect careers. 

"Whichever decision an umpire 
gives is by definition going to please 
one side, and displease the other. The 
displeasure is lessened only by the 
knowledge that the decision has been 
reached by a man who knows the laws 
of the game and their various 
shadings, and is fully alert. 

"At The Oval, Bird was 
inconsistent, and one explanation for 
this could well be that his mind had 
wandered. As the wicket was 
shattered and the West Indians went 
through the motions of appealing for 
Hick's dismissal. Bird appeared to be 


WHY CANT 
THE ENGUSH 





. admit their umpires can also "cheats Recent mistakes 

by umpire Dickie Bird have highlighted how differently the 
cricket world reacts when an English umpire makes a mistake 
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Maiiy ftti itisliMior Hiclci#* Birdio haiig up 
hit wbHa coat 

players and those in the ground, but to 
millions of viewers and listeners Bird 
IS a performer in his own right 
recognised and loved around the 
world 

' He has also increasingly become a 
caricature of himself 

Campling was being kind He 
pointed to just one mistake Bird made 
during his professional life failing to 
recall that fateful 1987 World Cup 
semifinal m Lahore when Pakistan 
played Australia and Bird adjudged 
Pakistan captain Imran Khan leg 
before wicket out when the batsman 
had clearly played the ball In the 
same match umpire David Shepherd 
gave an Australian batsman not out 
when he was clearly out of his crease 
Both decisions had a bearing on the 
outcome of the game which Australia 
won by 18 runs but nobody paid 
much attention to them 

Asian countries have always been 
at the receiving end of umpiring 
howlers But they could never 
complain because the moment they 
did so the international press would 
accuse them of whinging Yet when 
other teams came to Asia and made 
nasty remarks about the umpiring 
they encountered here it was taken to 
be gospel truth and we are labelled "a 
nation of cheats Mistakes have been 
made everywhere But it was only 
when the big mistake was made in 
England that journalists and the 
media really woke up to the fact and 
accepted the theory that decisions 
made in favour of home players by 
same nationality umpires was always 
going to sour relations between two 
competitive sides One example can 
be used to illustrate how ^'mistakes'' 
by English umpires are treated 


thinking of something else The 
professional in him decided to call on 
outside help, regardless of the ridicule 
he would attraa He did the nght 
thing 

"So why not do the right thing later 
on, when Fairbrother was stretching 
for the crease? Because this time he 
was concentrating, and he thought 


the batsman had made his ground 
And he was wrong 
"Bird has been a great umpire He 
has also been a charaaer, the man in 
the white flat cap, shooting his wrists 
out of the rolled-up sleeves of his coat, 
a man who has brought humour and 
humanity to the game, and 
communicated it not only to the 


differently It was the fourth Test of 
the 1992 series between England and 
Pakistan, umpire Ken Palmer 
delivered the final nail in the coffin of 
a struggling Pakistan when on the 
final afternoon judged the England 
captain Graham Gooch to be not out 
when the batsman failed to make 
good his ground almost by a foot, very 
early in the innings These were the 
days prior to the blessed boon of the 
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Pmiotttly, Dickie Bird was considarad ona of 
the boat umpirasmthobiiaiiioss Haro. 
Musblaq Abmad ravarantially bands ovar tba 
balllobainspactad 

third eye the pre third umpire days 
when the men in the middle 
aiiempied to play God Ken Palmer 
elder brother of the controversial Roy 
Palmer who had caused such a ruckus 
with Aaqib Javed and laved Miandad 
m the pre vious Test in Old Trafford 
and Me rv>n Kitchi n were 
experienced umpires but no one 
could swear that they were any more 
sympathetic towards Pakistan than 
had been David C onsianl 
Tt Icvision screens and later ihe 
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photography clearly showed Gooch to 
be out For an experienced umpire to 
have made the cock up was 
unforgivable and inexcusable and the 
Pakistanis were right to feel hard 
down by Manager Intikhab Alam 
diplomatically said Most people said 
Gooch was out At that stage it would 
have made a big difference The 
pressure was mounting on England 
but one or two decisions went against 
us 

Later the doyen of English 
strategists Mike Brearley very 
diplomatically accepted that Pakistan 
had been hard done by Writing m the 
Observer Brearley said My 


impression at Leeds was that Gooch 
Atherton and Smith all got the benefit 
of the doubt in the face of Ibw appeals 
which were as compelling as those 
later upheld against Ramprakash and 
Lewis 

It s not an uncommon feature of 
all matches that umpires are more 
reluctant to give lop batsmen out 
early in the innings than lesser 
batsmen latei in the innings# I 
would defend English umpires against 
charges of intentional bias but I 
would not be completely sure that 
there was no trace of subliminal 
prejudice After all on all my ovc rseas 
tours we almost always had this 
feeling about local umpires 

When questioned about the 
decision Gooch feigned innocence 1 
haven t seen it replayed said the 
skipper stroking the dark stubble that 
passed for a beard on the last day of the 
Test Sometimes luck goes with you 
in this game and sometime s it 
doesn t 

England manager Micky Stewart 
too played ignorant I haven t really 
seen it was the only comment he 
would make but privately he was 
worried ♦hat the backlash in Pakistan 
would reflect adversely on the English 
team and the fairness with which it 
was perceived to play cricket 

The Gooch run out mistake—it is 
always a mistake when an English 
umpire is involved but the moment 
the official in question is a Pakistani or 
Indian the word cheating is readily 
bandied about—finally broke the 
back of the Establishment stand 
against the introduction of neutral 
umpires The next ICC meeting 
decided to give practical shape to the 
umpire structure more modern in its 
out look and hence was born the 
present day system of one home 
umpire and one third country umpire 
officiating in each Test with additional 
help from the third umpire who 
would monitor the television camera 
To some extent there has been 
peace in our times due to the action of 
the ICC The system is not flawless by 
any means It is workable though and 
the improvements have made it a 
better pitch to play cricket on # 

COURTESY THE CRICKETER PAKISTAN 
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T he countdown to the 

World Cup has begun... but 
what is this that we hear? 
One-dayers are getting 
boring and predictable; too much of a 
good thing. And more and more Test 
matches are producing results. Tests 
are getting to be quite gripping, and 
catching the interest of the followers 
of the game. 

Is this the beginning of another 
cycle? The one-day boom began in the 
late seventies when Australian 
tycoon, Kerry Packer burst into the 
cricket scene. Night cricket, coloured 
clothing, and an unprecedented 
marketing blitz were catalysts in 
propelling the truncated game into 
the hearts and minds of the public. 
Now there are too many one-dayers 
that nobody seems to care about. With 
the exit of Kepler Wessels and the 
failure of Desmond Haynes to regain 
his place in the West Indies side, the 
last of the Packer boys seem to have 
disappeared from the international 
scene. It is quite a coincidence that 
disenchantment with the one-day 
game appears to have crept in at the 
same time. Gradually people are 
coming to recognise that Test cricket 
can be very exciting whereas the 
limited overs game can become 
boringly predictable. 

The '95 West Indies - Australia Test 
series brought into focus much that is 
fascinating about the classical form of 
the game. There was a mighty struggle 
throughout the series. Three of the 
four Tests ended in results, and even 
the drawn one offered interesting 
possibilities until the weather 
intervened. The outcome hung in the 
balance till a tremendous 
demonstration of endurance and 
courage by Steve Waugh swung it 
Australia's way. The hosts, unbeaten 
in a series at home for 22 years, and 
anywhere for 15 years, finally 
surrendered their supremacy as the 
world's best Test playing nation. 

Millions stayed up night after night 
to watch the battle. Many admitted 
they had not enjoyed Test cricket so 
much for a long time. This was a low 
scoring series, but of late we have seen 
big scores and numerous centuries too. 



PASSING 
THE TEST 

The popularity of Test cricket is on the rise again, 
because more and more, Test series are 
ending with a definite result. Is Test cricket here to 
stay, at last? An investigation... 




TEST CRICKET LAST 15 SEASONS—TRENDS OF 
RESULT ORIENTED MATCHES 
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Nr 
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i9«o-ai 
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4/6 


1/4 

1/3 
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2/4 

4/6 

l2/2i 

52.17 

1981-92 

in 

5/6 

1/6 

2/3 

2/3 

— 



4/6 

15/25 

60.00 

1982-83 

1/1 

3/5 


6/9 

2/2 

—* 


kSB 

4/4 

18/27 

66.66 

IM3.S4 

2/3 

2/5 


1/3 

1/3 



WbM 

5/6 

17/34 

50.00 

1M4.SS 

—— 

4/5 


3/5 

2/3 


— 

2/4 

4/5 

18/28 

64.28 

IMS-ad 

3/6 

3/6 


2/3 

1/3 



5/5 

3/6 

17/29 

58.62 

1988-87 

0/1 

3/5 

3/11 

2/3 

2/3 

— 

— 

... 

1/5 

11/28 

39.28 

1987-88 


2/5 

2/4 

1/3 

0/3 



2/3 

5/6 

12/24 

50.00 

1988-89 


4/5 

3/3 

1/3 

0/2 



3/4 

4/6 

15/23 

65.21 
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2/6 

— 

0/4 

2/4 



3/4 

2/6 

9/24 


1990-91 


3/5 

in 

5/6 

0/3 



3/5 

5/6 

17/26 

65.38 

1991-92 


4/5 

— 

1/3 

2/3 



1/1 

3/5 

11/17 


1992-93 

3/6 

3/5 

4/4 

«p. 

3/4 

1/4 

1/3 

2/3 

5/6 

22/35 

62.85 

1993-94 

2/7 

4/6 

3/3 

2/3 

3/4 

2/3 


4/5 

3/6 

23/37 

62.16 

1994-99 

2/2 

4/5 

2/3 

1/3 

3/5 

4/4 

3/6 

3/4 

3/3 

25/35 

71.42 

Total 

14/27 

50/80 

25/50 

18/55 

24/48 

7/11 

4/9 

35/52 

iiiii 

242/415 

58-91 

(1980-93) 

51-89 

62-50 

50-00 

50-90 

50-00 

63-69 

44-44 

67-30 

«6-26 

58-91 



SynariMrlodt 

Rotniln 

tnsispinyod 

RnsnltOrlnntnil 
matclwn pnrcontagn 

1980-85 

30 

137 

53.39 

1986-90 

64 

123 

50.00 

1991-95 

93 

130 

65.33 


Note: The tabulation of matches in a season has been done according to start of the 
season in other countries to the end of season in England. 

Updated to the end of 1995 Eng-W13rd Test at Birmingham. 


The figures shown first indicate result oriented matches and after the stroke mean 
total matches played during that season in that country. 


COMPILED BY RAVI KANT SRIVASTAVA 


The difference is that we have a lot 
of attacking batsmen now. Ironically 
this is certainly a fall out of one-day 
cricket. Batsmen have rediscovered 
the art of quick scoring without 
sacrificing their wickets. Instead of 
offering a dead bat and cutting out ail 
risks, the new generation of batsmen 
are adept at forcing the pace, and 
collecting heaps of runs as well. Most 
of the leading young batsmen — 
Tendulkar. Lara, Slater, 
Inzamam-ul-Haq, and Kambli—are 
stroke players. 

The one-day game may also have 
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disciplined bowlers into keeping a 
more nagging line, thus wasting less 
time with wayward deliveries. 
Ironically, it may have taken one-day 
cricket to leach us how Test cricket 
was meant to be played. 

That is not all. We live in the age of 
marketing where image is of supreme 
importance. Cricketers would like to 
be seen as dashing and aggressive, 
rather than dour and passive. Jimmy 
Adams has been a prolific scorer, but 
in a dull and stodgy manner. That does 
not make him a likely media star. 
Brian Lara's batting, on the other 
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hand, is marked by scintillating 
strokeplay. It then, comes as no 
surprise that he is a much sought after 
man, and that was the case even 
before he broke those records last 
year. Sanjay Manjrekar is a fine 
batsman, very articulate and smart, 
and with a disarming smile. But his 
bat does not exactly blaze away, and 
he does not corner the limelight. His 
compatriot, Sachin Tendulkar on the 
other hand has a squeaky voice and 
appears rather timid off the field. But 
he can play astonishing shots and that 
has made him a megastar. 

Merv Hughes was not the greatest 
of bowlers. Yet he took more Test 
wickets than Jeff Thomson and Andy 
Roberts. There can be few examples of 
a player using his personality to such 
great effect. His burly frame and huge 
drooping moustache, coupled with 
his aggression, made him a fearsome 
sight, and an over-achiever. His 
colourful personality and the antics 
made Merv Hughes a hugely popular 
figure. 

Non-result Test matches had 
paralysed the game, but now with far 
more results in Test matches the 
interest has been rekindled. The on 
going West Indies-England series is an 
example. The key to producing results 
in Test matches obviously lies in not 
wasting time by needless slow scoring 
or negative bowling. Also, the 
stipulated number of overs, averaging 
15 an hour, must be bowled within 
the regulation playing time, or else 
teams invite heavy penalties. An 
innovation awaiting introduaion for 
long is a system of p>oint$, which 
would give each Test match an 
importance of its own, leading to a 
four-year Championship of Test 
Cricket. This could also incorporate 
points for quick scoring and good 
strike rates. These would come in 
handy when the weather intervenes 
or when the only option is a draw. 

Such a system will also pre-empt 
stonewalling by paranoid skippers 
who try to sit on an early lead in a 
series, like Mohammad Azharuddin 
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tried to do, and failed, against the 
West Indies in India last season It will 

also deter those captains whose 

pnmary aim is to avoid defeat at the 
cost of pursuing victory which looKs 
withi - reach as many captains were 
often wont to do 
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If the popularity of Test cncket is 

indeed on the upswing again, the 

other countnes must try and emulate 
England’s example of keeping a 

healthy balance between Test 

matches and one-day mtematlonals. 
Indeed, England hosts five to six Tests 


and only three or 

every season. There is Sbme In 

Ted Dexter's statement that, if there 

IS more of Test cncket and less of 
one-day cricket, and you wish to 
watch top-class cncket, then 
would have no option but to go to Test 





K 



matches/' He further observed that it reduction in the number of one-day 
was possible to watch 30 days of Test internationals, and increase in the 
cricket, but not 30 one-day Test matches played in some 

internationals, in a season. Not all countries a prime example of which 
may be able to simulate England's could be India, 

situation completely. There is. Till the beginning of the summer of 

however, certainly a case for the 1996, Indian cricketers would have 
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lalast hm Domliiic Cork allows off Ika bobbly 
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Soon opplMMiiie aro Bob Willis (bobM Cork) 
■od OoM Bowor iriglil) 

played a plethora of one-day 
internationals, but little Test cricket 
and that too mostly at home against 
some very weak sides. Prior to that, 
India played almost all its Test cricket 
abroad between 1989 and 1992 
against all the strong teams. It should, 
therefore, surprise nobody that the 
Indian team has produced lop-sided 
results in the past six years—dismal 
performance overseas and spectacular 
success on home turf. 

The powers-that-be may also like to 
consider that five-Test series tend to 
generate great interest sometimes, 
particularly if there is a see-saw battle 
between teams of roughly equal 
strength, and there are several of 
those around these days. Often, when 
there are only three Tests the series is 
over by the time the contest begins to 
hot up. 

The argument often put forward 
against Test matches is, "who has the 
time to watch five days of cricket?" 
Well, who has the time to watch ten 
days of a limited-overs tournament, 
or, for that matter, a fortnight of 
Wimbledon or a month of World Cup 
soccer? The crowds overflow only 
during the final stages or for certain 
key matches. Television cameras are 
there, nevertheless. Of course in Test 
cricket you may not always end up 
with a winner at the end of those five 
days, though that trend is slowly 
changing. 

The number of speaators is no 
longer a yardstick to gauge the success 
of an event. Television has taken care 
of that. TV ratings are far more 
important, and these help bring in the 
sponsors and the advertisers. And you 
can also watch delayed and repeat 
telecasts, highlights or recordings; and 
you need not miss your day's work. 
That is the marvel of modem sport. 
Only, you have to make every sport 
attractive enough to be carried by 
television...no matter whether it is 
Test cricket or one-day cricket. 


Indra Vikram Singh 
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Why are professianai 
tennis players so allergic 
to the media, and 
thereby indirectly to 
the public? 


C ALL it plain old fashioned 
cribbing or call it cribbing 
with a sense of purpose, but 
here's the deal. The month 
of June saw me make a pilgrimage to 
Wimbledon with the fervent hope 
that at least one of the tennis pros 
would make themselves slightly 
accessible to the media, namely me. 
My goals were 

understandable—though overly 
ambitious—1 just wanted to get an . 
exclusive one-on-one interview. 

On July 9,1 sleepwalked out of 
Centre Court after the men's singles 
final and sat down in the media room 
to analyse my work. Something was 
missing... I had no interview. And it. 
wasn't for lack of trying. 

The formalities for getting an 
interview in the hallowed portals of 
the AELTC are rather simple. All you 
have got to do is troop down to the 
media centre and request that your 
name be jotted down for a possible 
interview with say, Boris Becker. The 
lady behind the counter is 
programmed to put you off. She will 
tell you that you are only the eighth 
person (SthI) to have requested an 
interview with Becker, "but Mr 
Becker has only decided to do a press 
conference. So I really don't know 
whether he can fill you in." 

Professional pride put firmly in 
place, you nod understandingly and 
make your way out to attend just 
another boring press conference. It's 
those regular run of the mill press 
conferences that provide you and me 
with those 'Yes, I played well today,' 
quotes. The players only appear at 
those press conferences because it is 
mandatory...they have to be there or 
face a fine. And since they don't want 
to lose any of the bucks they make, 
they show up. But your mind cannot 
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help hut ask the following questions; 
How many of them would turn up if 
the press conferences were 'opnionar? 
Qr, why do these players go out of their 
way to turn down interview requests? 
Since most of the top notch tennis 
players are making millions of dollars 
a year primarily because the p)aying 
public care for them surely, they in 
turn, have a responsibility to that 
public to share more of themselves 
than rudimentary post-match 


interviews? 

In these press conferences too there 
are restrictions. Only questions on 
tennis are permissible though some 
players are sporting eimugh to 
entertain ''non-match" queries. 

When Jim Courier faced the press 
after his early exit at Wimbledon this 

One of the most approachable players on the 
woman's tour. Sadly, Sanchaz vicario's 
axhubarant personality has not boon exploited 
by the marketing man 












interesimg example albeit negative 
Several years ago, during the French 
Open when a journalist approached 
Team Agassi' lor a possible interview 
with Andre Agassi, he was turned 
down with a ridiculous explanation 
which sounded like "We don't have 
to talk to reporters, we communicate 
with the pubbe through our 
commercials " 

Most athletes want to do that The 
main reason is two-fold Not only do 
you get paid for commercials, but you 
also get the public to believe that the 
image created by the people who 
market you is, in actual fact, the real 
you 

The problem is that this form of 
marketing has actually worked in the 


past since the paying public are 
suckers In actual fact, Agassi is no 
more a 'rebel' than he is a ballet 
dancer, but the fact is that he has made 
millions off this image, so even he s 
not worried 

Essentially as a basic person, Agassi 
is dumb, very dumb So don't get 
turned on if he uses a word like 
'variable' instead of 'option' at a press 
conference That's due to a pre-press 
conference replacement of brain cells 
by the Nike Tutorial Club 

Or for that matter any other 
company, Chris Evert is another 
prime example She did the 
girl-next-door routine so 
convincingly in her commercials, 
(despite her romances with Connors, 


Even after earning more than $ 20 million in 
prize money, the ice cool Stefan Edberg wet 
never considered a viable marketing 
commodity 

Burt Reynolds, Meal I oaf, John 
Lloyd Andy Mill) till her mid-thiriics 
(that's when she realised that her 
biological clock was ticking), that she 
was thoroughly sick of it by the end of 
her career She even admitted feeling 
guilty that the public aaually fell for 
her goody goody image 
The world of marketing itself is 
loaded with a lot of variables Agassi 
makes millions out of being bad , 
while corporate America deprives 
Martina Navratilova just because 
she's an honest lesbian How do you 
market a lesbian*^ Aah, firstly you 
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Uuncbed at tlia parfoct famala athlata. Staffi 
Graf has had mart than har shara af 
controvarsias. har tax avation scandal hainp 
tha latastona 

have to be honest and marketing is 
not always about honesty 
In fact so complex is their make 
believe world that the marketing folks 
have currently been having trouble 
creating specific images for tennis 
players That is not due to their 
professional acumen rather it is 
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because the public is beginning to 
understand their every move Just as 
they know that tennis is awash with 
SIX figure guarantees but below par 
performances and that the agents in 
the women s tour arc partly 
responsible for the burnout of its 
teenage stars Maybe this was why 
Monica Seles got stabbed in the first 
place Guenther Parche the assailant, 
was not a devotee of Steffi Graf the 


person, rather he worshipped the 
image And Seles at that point of time 
was probably being marketed 
negatively 

The tennis world may have 
reservations about the above Ime of 
thought, simply because everyday has 
something to make or gain How can 
they be interested in solutions when 
no one admits to the problem And 
exactly who is m charge'^ Is u the ITF, 
the ATP, the VSTTA, the WITC NEC, 
ABC, or IMG'> No one knows and no 
one cares Everybody wants to be on 
the right side of the court 

Then again, there is the view shared 
by players, agents and the 
establishment, that neither the media 
nor the public understand the sport 
That's insular thinking It is not the 
public's job to understand or care for 
the sport It is the job of the people in 
the game to make the public care 
about It 

And right now, these tennis people 
are falling short Players and their 
professional families are so focused on 
making that extra dollar that even in 
grand slams it is firstly the prize 
money that counts and then maybe, 
the title The fans they don't matter 
in the least 

What about giving something back 
to the sport (and to those who follow 
you) apart from a ludicrous bandana 
and an outlandish hair-cut, or a pair of 
obscene tennis shoes'^ How about 
making a connection with the people 
through something other than a TV 
commerciaP 

Huh, Boris'^ Andre'> Steffi'> 

Tennis is alive The women's final at 
Wimbledon bears testimony to that 
But tragically, the millions of people 
who were once interested in Nastase, 
Connors, Borg, McEnroe, Evert and 
Navratilova simply don't dote on 
Sampras, Courier, Edberg Graf 
Martinez or Vicario 

We can, in faa, argue that they 
should care The point is* they don't 
And it is up to the tennis people to 
change that Or maybe Steffi can start 
by paying her taxes as it is contrary to 
the graceful sylph-like, honest image 
that she portrays. 

Unsuccessful marketing, seel ^ 
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7^^^de the cKst d! the dou^ 
to Uttar Pndeshaada^erience die . 
inagicd splendour hf the mootop^. 
nay Mde and seek dth the sun amidst 
huh given valleys in Kumikm & Oaihwd 
Cet the clouds unveil sight after 
breathtaking sig^t in fthled 
hilletalions. Nainital, ftanikhet, 
Atmora, nthongarii, ftinsar, 
Kausani, Mussoorie, Dhanauld, ' 
Lansdowne, Ghampawat, Shrinagar, 
Ghamdi, Rudi^rayag, Devpiayag. 
Rishikiesh... the choice is endless. 
Garhwd Mamld Kumaon Maindal 
Vikas N^ams proude for comfortable 
accommodation at most of these places. 
Come, dijoy the holiday of a lifetiiue 
in the shaded com^ of 
monsoon clouds 1 
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TALK 


TENNIS 

INDEX 


fcASON Jim Courier calls 
' the US Open "the shark 
tank" Beiaiise agents work 
the locker looms there. 

j ERSON whom the 
• soon-to-retire 
commissioner of the Ladies 
Professional Golf Association, 
Charlie Mechern, 
recommends to succeed him 
as commissioner. Martina 
Navratilova 

*• UMBER of years ago that 
‘ Germany's Jana 
Kandarr, world-ranked No. 

86 and formerly a basketball 
player, started playing tennis: 
4 1/2. 


H f HAT Pancho Gonzalez 
did at age 40 to gain an 
extra edge: He took Roy 
Emerson's suggestion and cut 
out the pockets of his shorts 
because they added weight 
when they got soggy with 
perspiration. 

\ IICKNAME of Greg 
t ''I Rusedski, England's 
import from Canada, on the 
pro tour because he's 
frequently smiling: "The 
Joker." 

\ DURESS of The Luke and 
Murphy Jenson Fanclub: 
C/o Manfred Schilli, Rebhalde 
21,77781 Biberach, Germany. 




W HAT a British bookie 
took bets on that Goran 
Ivanisevic would not do once 
during the 1995 Wimbledon 
fortnight: Smile. 


/IMBLEDONbad boy 
Jeff Tarango's favourite 
class while attending Stanford 
University: "Theatre of the 
Absurd." 

: UMBER of Japanese 
women ranked in the 
world's top 75 at the end of 
1986:0 

N umber of Japanese 
women ranked in the 
world's top 75 as of July 10, 
1995:7. 

: UMBER of singles 
matches that Muster has 
won at the Wimbledon 
Championships during his 
10-year pro career. O. 

/ HAT indicates when an 
athlete has drunk 
enough water before a major 
contest, according to Dr. Bob 
Arnot's Guide to Turning 
Back the C/ocfc.When his 
urine has no colour. 

/ HAT Evonne 
Goolagong said 
contributed to the all-around 
improvement in her game in 
the mid-1970s; World Team 
Tennis. 

N umber of times that 
Andre Agassi says he 
wants to play Pete Sampras 
this year: 8 or 9. 


'as 


f HAT actress Brooke 
Shields, Andre Agassi's 
Kd, says is "the greatest 
K)man can give a man" 


48 





48 



1 4 DDRESS of Andre Agassi 
■'"VpanClub Andre Agassi 
Fan Club, Fan Emporium, 

P O. Box 679, Brandford, 

Connecticut 06405, USA 

V ERVE that Martina 
^ Navratilova says pro 
players do not use enough 
Placing It right at the , 
opponent's body 

UMBFR of pages that 
England s Daily Mirror 
devoted in one issue to the 
Wimbledon match between 
Pete Sampras and Greg 
Rusedski who had recently 
decided to leave Canada and 
play Davis C up tor England 5 

, • OW many times people 
i who do not wear 
sunglasses are more likely to 
suffer cataract damage than 
those who do according to 
research conducted by Dr 
Hugh Taylor an 
opthalmologist at the Johns 
Hopkins University School of 
Medicine 3 

\ MOUNT of the $104,000 
t that Mario Tabares, 

Cuba's No 1 player, earned 
on the pro tour from 1987 to 
1994 that Fidel Castro 
allowed him to keep Less 
than $10,000 

' EIGHT of Gonzalez s 
racket when he was an 
amateur champion in the late 
1940s 15 ounces 

N umber of victories that 
Belgium's Dick Norman 
had on the ATP Tour in the 
two years prior to the 1995 
Wimbledon where he upset 
Stefan Edberg and reached 
the fourth round 1 
Compiled by Paul Fein 














FOCUS 


OCCUPATIONAL 

HAZARDS 

Injuries and stresses are part and parcel of a fast bowler's career. The 
important thing is overcoming it, as so many great bowlers have done 


BY FURQAN SHAHID KHAN 


T iHF comt back ol Ian Bishop is 
another tale of inurnph in 
Test cricket Hav ng played 
just st\ en Test in live years 
prior to the c urrent lour ol England 
Bishop is playing a pivotal role in a 
series West Indies desperately need to 
win after then defeat against Australia 
in the Caribbean Just as whe n he was 
about to become one oi the most 
feared bowlers in the world Bishop 
broke down with a stress fraeiurc m 
his back abruptly halting his progress 
Over the years there have tut n 
many instances where fast bowlers 
became victims of depressing injuries 
The modern day fast bowler is always 
in dangei of being sidelined Since fast 
bowling requires absolute fitness a 
bowler of that type works extremely 
hard to keep himself in top shape 
But even the litiest among them fail 
to avert a mishap m shape ol stress 
fractures and niggling injury worries 
Dennis Lillee Michael Holding Imran 
Khan Craig McDermott Waqar 
Younis and Bob Willis are classic 
examples to study All went on to 
have glittering international careers 
Lillt‘e arguably the gieatestfasi 
bowler in the modern i ra had a most 
frightening experience in his early 
career as a Test bowle r He had 
complained of nagging back pains 
during the course of the senes against 
Pakistan in early 1973 At times he 

Ian Bishop is congrstulatsd hy his teammatos 
duriag tha on-going sanos against England 

S2 




bowled m excruciating pain in his 
spine but his commiimeni was 
absolute total to the Australian cause 

During the third Test in Sydney 
Pakistan were well on their way to a 
comfortable victory needing just 
around 160 but Lillee bowled at a 
fearsome speed to create panic in the 
Pakistani dressing room as Australia 
went on to win by 52 runs when 
newcomer Max Walker bagged a 
sensational six for 15 But it was in 
the real sense Lillte who 
masterminded the operation to 
perfection 

A couple of months later Lillee s 
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cricket received a shattering blow as 
he broke down in the West Indies in 
tht early weeks of the tour He had no 
choice but to return home in 
agonising pain that stemmed from his 
troublesome back 
On close examination it was 
discovered that Lillee had four stress 
fractures at the base of his spine He 
was doomed to quit the game for life 
But a burning desire inside the 
btghearted and moustachioed 


Waqar Youmt* earaar hat wHnnsml an equal 
ahara ef tuecatt and lay-aNt 

Western Australian gave him new life 
For SIX weeks he spent his time in a 
plaster cast overcoming his 
sufferings m quite an afnazing fashion 
that even astounded the most expert 
of medical professionals Hour upon 
hour Lillee trained in an intensified 
manner that bore feverish dedication 
He eventually tried bowling at 
gentle pace in order to regain his old 
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SCORP NEWS 



Autlralia't deadly duo of Joff Thomson and 
Dennis Lillaa seen hare at the MRF Paco 
Academy 

pate 

In late 1974 Lillec returned to the 
Australian TcM team to resume a 
career that fetched no less than 355 
wickets m 70 Tests until his letirement 
m January 1984—a record until then 

Jeff Thomson was another to suffer 
from a serious injury that reduced his 
eftt ctiveness as a Test performer He 
was one of the fastest bowlers of 
all lime who had terrorised t nglish 
batsmen no end in the 1974 75 scries 
— the same season which marked 
1 lilee s comeback — and was 
emerging in tandem with Lillee as the 
leading last bowling combination of 
that decade 

In trying to take a return catch in 
the Adelaide Test against Pakistan m 
December 1976 Thomson collided 
with forward shoit leg fieldsman 
Alan Turnt r so sevc rel> that his 
bowling shoulder was lorn 

As a result of ihai horrifying blow a 
steel pm had to be inserted to rectily 
the injury That made Thomson a less 
menacing bowler from then onwards 

Michael Holding was one of the 
most thrilling sights on the cricketing 
fields A bowler who bovs led of a \ ery 
long run that almost began from the 
sightscreen he used to glide through 
that earned him the sobriquet 
'Whispering Death because the 
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umpire never heard the West Indian 
run past him in follow through* 

But crippling injuries forced 
Holding to modify his action quite 

drastically that cut his pace 
somewhat It was because of his 
injuries that the lamaican never 
played for the West Indies against 
Pakistan m Tests 

In 1976 77 it was Holding s injury 
that forced West Indies to include two 
unknown and untried fast bowlers 
who were to become part of Test 
cricket s most potent quartet of fast 
bowlers 

Both Colin C rofi and Joel Garner 
were given their chances at the 
highest level as Holding and Wayne 
Daniel another fast bowler ol 
immense promise who had a long 
history of injuries that made him 
unreliable were on the sidelines 
The quartet of Andy Roberts 
Michael Hc^ldmg Colin Croft and Joel 
Garner started a trend that was to 
become a West Indian trademark 
Often the batsmen were turned into 
a bundle of nerves as West Indies had 
two fresh fast bowlers at the crease all 
the time 

Quite often it was a tedious 
exercise as fewer deliveries an 
average of 72 per hour were bowled 
in many Tests involving the West 
Indies But there wa^ no respite for the 
hapless batsmen 


The pint-sized Malcolm Marshall 
the leading West Indian bowler with 
376 Test wickets, also had his fair 
share of injuries But one such 
instance depias the man's 
wholesome attitude towards his team 
Ironically, it was an injury that came 
about as a result of fielding in the slips 
In the Headingley Test of the 1984 
series in England, Marshall fractured 
his left hand in two places Is he 
attempted a catch in the slips 
In West Indies' second innings, the 
phlegmatic left-hander Larry Gomes 
was close to a century when the ninth 
wicket fell and the players were about 
to troop off, when to the surprise of 
many Marshall trotted out from the 
dressing-room with his left-arm 
heavily plastered 

He stayed long enough for Gomes to 
complete that well-deserved 
hundred But that was not all When 
West Indies look the field, Marshall 








to produce a remarkable spell that 
fetched him seven English wickets for 
54. 

England's one truly great bowler of 
authentic pace in the 1970s and early 
80s was the giant figure of Bob Willis. 

He had an awkward action off a 
long run with his knees, almost 
inevitably suffering from frightening 
injuries that needed surgery to heal up. 

He became an England player after 
being flown out to aid John Snow, 
another charismatic fast bowling 
spearhead of distinction who led the 
England attack for many years and 
one who was instrumental in making 
one Imran Khan into one of the finest 
fast bowlers, on the Ashes tour in 
1970-71. 

Quite by chance, Willis had 
replaced another paceman who might 
have had a successful career himself. 
The unlucky Alan Ward played in just 
five Tests, spread over seven years, 
since most of his playing days were 
spent on the physiotherapist's table. 


Willis had a long chequered career 
who played an astonishing 90 Tests— 
most by a specialist fast bowler— 
thanks to the meticulous skills of 
those orthopaedic surgeons. 

Pakistan's greatest bowling hero 
has been Imran Khan. The 
charismatic, debonair, proud Lahoriie 
started as a medium pacer, but a spell 
on the county circuit made a world 
class performer who carved a niche for 
himself as an allrounder. 

Even a superfit Imran had his fair 
share of injuries. In the mid-eighties, 
he suffered from a stress fracture of 
the shin which was to prevent him 
from the bowling crease for well over 
two years. By then, he had reached 
the peak of his illustrious career which 
only served to demoralise the Pakistan 
team because they missed his 
inspiring presence at the bowling 
crease. 

In fact, Imran overbowled himself 
in the only six Tests played in 
Pakistan, accounting for no less than 


40 Indian wickets—a record haul by a 
Pakistani todate. 

Some weeks later after that 
1982-83 series, it was revealed that 
Imran was carrying a serious injury 
which may prevent him from playing 
for Pakistan for sometime. 

Later in England, it was diagnosed 
that a stress fracture on Imran's left 
shin came about owing to his 
over/.ealous workload on the slow, 
docile tracks of Pakistan. 

Imran paid a heavy price for his 
record-breaking feat. However, he 
played for Pakistan purely as a 
batsman during the World Cup in 
1983. On the eve of the subsequent 
lourof Australia in 1983-84, a lot of 
hue and cry was raised in the selection 
panel because Imran was in no 
condition to bowl. 

Being the captain of the side, Imran 
had obvious reasons to pick his own 
choice of players which resulted in a 

Imran Khan was lucky not to ba dogood by 
injuries as much as the other great bowlers were 









Craia McDermott has had his share of personal 
probiams and iniunas 

lot of infighting within the camp as a 
couple of senior players pariicularly 
vice-capiain Zahecr Abbas were 
unhappy wiifi some ol the selections 

The best course of action that Imran 
might have taken then was to 
withdraw himself from the team 
altogether and let someone else lead 
But Kerry Packer s Channel Nine 
Network and the Australian Cricket 
Board wanted to cash in on Imran s 
popularity to swell their coffers Even 
a half-fii Imran was acceptable to 
them! 

Imran went along with the team m 
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the hope that he would be able to 
bowl midway through the senes 
Unfortunately, the injury was still 
painful enough to stop Imran from 
turning his arm over He did not bowl 
at all and played in the final two Tests 
of the only five-match senes against 
Australia as a batsman 

Imran finally returned to the 
bowling crease in 1984-85 having 
recovered from that stress fracture on 
his shin 

Like Bishop Pakistan's curreni 
fastest bowler Waqar Yoimis is trying 
to recovci from a second stress 
fracture trauma The Burewala 
Express' is making slow progress from 


a stress fractuie of the lower spine 
On the eve of the World Cup 
campaign Down Under, Waqar had to 
withdraw because of a stress fracture 
of the lower back and missed the sheer 
joy of being a member of the Pakistan 
side which woh the most coveted 
cricket trophy 

But a few months later, Waqar 
made a miraculously rapid recovery to 
resume his lethal partnership with 
Wasim Akram which destroyed 
England in their own den in the 
summer of 1992 

Pakistan weie desperately unlucky 
to lose Waqar during the tours of 
South Africa and Zimbabwe because 
of his aforementioned injury and 
conspired to face a humiliating defeat 
m the historic Johannesburg Test (by 
a record margin) and then allowing 
Zimbabwe to notch up then maiden 
Test victory in Harare 

Australia s spearhead Craig 
McDermott also has had a mixed 
career with injuries rendering him to 
the sidelines One recent example 
being him missing the great triumph 
over the West Indies McDermott flew 
back to Brisbane after badly hurling 
his foot on the beach in the Caribbean 
He IS the only one in the present 
Australian side who may well go past 
Lillee's Test record since his haul 
stands at 270 w^ickeis 
The affable Angus Fraser is another 
bowler very much prone to injury 
When he first came into the England 
team, he was considered as a great 
prospect who could rescue his 
country from the doldrums they have 
been experiencing lor so long 
But a hip injury suffered on the 
Ashes tourin 1990-91, cruelly cut 
short his career from blossoming into 
a distinguished one 

Happily, Fraser was able to fight his 
way back to mesmerise batsmen with 
his late swinging deliveries from a 
high action 

No one could have asked for a 
fairytale comeback aj, Fraser claimed 
the most prized scalp of Brian Lara to 
complete a well-earned 100 wickets m 
his 25th Test on his home ground — 

I ord's—of the current senes 

THE CRICKETER PAKISTAN 



Three Cheers! 

T hree cheers to Pistol Pete for 
winning the Wimbledon title 
third year in runmng In the event he 
becanie the second player after Bjom 
Borg (1980) to have won the mother 
of all titles m three straight years It 
was a wonderful performance by 
Sampras knowing that he had a tornd 
time both at personal and 
piofessional levels lately 

Surely Sampras is a different kind 
of champion—professional cool 
headed and at peace with himself on 
court His professional approach 
accurate ground strokes lethal serve, 
superb return of service and supreme 
fitness put him in a league of great 
players But it is Sampras mental 
toughness more than anything else 
that has been the hallmark of his 
game as well as of his personality 
That he lacks the chansma of Agassi 
does not discount him from becoming 
a ventable role model for youngsters 
No doubt he is a good advertisement 
for an mdividual sport like tennis 
which IS facing problems because of 
mercunal and volatile players 
Sampras could not have given a 
more fitting gift than this to his coach 



fnend and mentor Tim Gullikson 
who IS currently undergoing 
chemotherapy in the United States 
for a brain tumour Sampras' exploits 
at Wimbledon suggest that he would 
be the best bet to surpass Borg s feats 
— five titles in a row at the hallowed 
Centre Court 
BHARAT SHARMA 
New Delhi 


I surprised to 
Gabrida $abatiiil doem't even 
know of a certain Ravi Shastri who 
haiq>ena lo be an Indian 
hero. Aiew years back the mdian 
media projected Ravi Shaatri as the 
boy friend of 'Gaby^ and the average 
man went on to believe that these 
two have some sort of relationship at 
I east. How come nobody came forward 
to chedc whether the Argentine 
beauty reaOy had an affair with Ravi 
ornoP 

ARTAMISHRA, 

Cuttack 


Big Bishop 

E js a great comeback for Ian 
ishopi Back mto the fold of the 
fiery pace battery To be honest, the 
wealth of West Indies lies m its 
pacemen Ian Bishop is a trump 
card bowler like Wes Hall 
Ian Bishop has come of age and 
undoubtedly he ts gomg to rule the 
roost for some ume 
JAYANTHY SUBRAMANIAN, 
Coimbatore 



OocomBaisiiMii 

/ntaiffiBmiH''in your issue 
JtAdatedlOthJudy* 
agreat tilbuite tothe Westho^ftes 
captam. 

RklMidaosi stalled 14s caiverb^ 
India AsaTestbatsmanliefatt^in 
his fim Test, tfeshowtdbh bat after 
beinggiven outlhw. I^tngn t^ dn he 
nevelrldoked haidc. Ilbj^hcoi^ 
wofUdasstMhnni^^ and 
become the We^ ladlesdspMltt after 
viv 

^ajewtdbft die wear todlescaaq;). 
Bpmooy# I. 
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A COUNTRY THAT 
TURNS CHAMPS 

AWAY! 

Bom in Trinidad and raised in the US, Sangeeta Puri has the ability to 
take Indian swimming to unprecedented levels. Yet, so shameless is the 
politics of Indian sport, that barriers of nationality are being placed in 

the path of this talented teenager 







S HE came, she swam, she 
conquered. A minor 
modification of William 
Shakespeare's description of 
the great Roman Emperor and general 
of yore, Julius Ceasar. But an apt 
comment on the stunning impaa of 
the new aqua queen, the mermaid of 
the pool, 15-year-old Sangeeta Rani 
Puri. Just as the hook-nosed Roman 
general, Julius Ceasar brooked no 
denial on the battle field, shapely, 
high cheek-boned teenager Sangeeta 
decimated the opposition at the recent 
Junior National Swimming 
Championships at Vijaywada. 

To use an oft repeated but telling 
cliche, she set the pool ablaze at her 
first major meet. This precocious 3 ft. 6 
ins. tall teenager who weighs 130 
pounds or 38.3 kgs. shattered into 
smithereens six national records in 
five days. For her state of residence, 
Delhi, she won six gold and four silver 
medals. On her way to stardom she 
shattered a 13-year-old national mark 
of Anita Sood in the 100 metres 
freestyle swimming. The freestyle is 
Sangeeta's favourite event, but she 
dominated in backstroke and 
butterfly also. In the 100 metres 
butterfly, she eclipsed the 
eight-year-old mark set by once great 
hope of Indian swimming ,Bula 
Chowdhury of Bengal which stood at 
1:07.67. Sangeeta clocked 1:07.10 to 
win thisfvem. 

On the same day, after sipping her 
favourite drink, cold coffee, which she 
claims "is the best in the world at 
Vijaywada," Sangeeta set another 
long standing record into oblivion. 

She won the 100 metres freestyle 
convincingly. She set a blistering pace 
of 29 secs, for 30 metres and at the 
turn was well in the lead. She finished 
at least three to four body lengths 
ahead for a new meet mark of i :01.74 
thus lowering Anita Sood's mark of 
1:01.96. Sangeeta's performance in 
the event was much better than the 
national senior winning time clocked 
by Nisha Millet of Tamil Nadu which 
was 1:02.30. However Sangeeta is not 
elated or to use another cliche 'over 




X^PracoclousswliMnKrStmgeetiiPtiirL with Uie lice "b 

‘ siet a thoYM|mdheamifluQef.ajDdbiiio¥iatt tqlimctibidfeMset 
tumbling like die ptoveiWal nbie pins, is not aii'gxcapttcj^jn^ia dne 
teversemigration. 'y't' 

In tha last couple of years, tlds dend tdbidiap 
the USA but returning to seek gton^ in India. ipirta^; 

sturmed the entire q;>posltlon at the vyayaWadk JuntpYltetiifm^ 
month, two other NRl sportsmen or boys also addeve^ ^hiieitr/' 

Javed Sunsera, now based in Flodda, who went thrdu^ the qur^fgiiijl' 
rounds of the Junior national tehnischamplonshQM^waUdpedsecK^ 
seed Jaide^ Shetty and readied the semi-finals of the under-18diy|}es 
event before losing. Sangeeta has returned to DeUiij as her father Mr1U;}'> ^ 
Puri, an immigration lawyer has come home to prac^hgie^ ' ’ V. - 

Later in Juiy, there was the welcome news that Siiigaq|k>ierbase^8(idlu%' ? 


for three decades. BhaipuJuSt lOyearsold, won'anage-^uptltle^hit^.;.'. 
MJdyadaninteinatioiialsquadi tournament. He is the first taidian to W^ 
an international squash title since And Nayar wtm a tourhamem bbeoad 
196 S. Bhappugrimrupin Singapore and leaimhhaquashdwre;^&tti|^»:^ 
^rks for a company there. 

llih h a welcome trend in fodian sport. Foreign-based ycuirigneiV 
are either on sdudandi^ or have benefited frchn tli^iad that thjalr 
parents settled abroad are con^cuously making their prese^fdi : 
Mahesh Bhupathy the Mo. 2 dingles idayerin.&iidia'$ l>avh <^ttir .^t^ 
developed his talem at one of the American oolkges.Svlni^ hdw^jl 
non-endty in tennis. However, he flourbhed In'^competitive^ 
atmosphere of American college tennis and has 

and Asif IsniMil (both BAT inoducts) and Ze^han Afi,.tturtttmd 4 i the'i^^ 
Calcutta South dub, tor the second singles berth of fimbufiah 
'team.' , - ■■ 

. m die 1994 Natitmal < 3 «DMat Pune, Iteje^w jlMykrttluuiivsd;^^ 

• ablaze by sdniiingfiya gold meda^ Hes^tov^dnnaidUlble^^^^ v/p- 

Mldurance.metherge as India's best hmxfier, hie 4 ^allfie 4 fbr,fiile^t^ V^’ 

. Hiroshima Astan Garnm and reached thefinalof ^hedOliimhindl^yd^ii^^ 
he set a new national mark. Balakrlshiian was little kiio^ as: a Jifikim;'-; Ct}- 
aOilete and had leafiy develcped.by hts.nifan lnah.A||het^t^^^ 

. In golf, both Rdwatt Chiranj^c^ 

; 'ioiqi stilus in the U^ Bailierih.i^'mld-’cdg^tig^-iiiv^^ 

Sin^ Bula Chowdhury arid^ilsOn dierfanattshos^ ragfid , ■ ~W 

tmi»N>vement after intensive training at die Erk; 
bistitum'outslde Sydney; llhaan wort dill - 

: butterflyatthel986SeouLA^andadhifi9fi^htoa^|;Aai^^ - 

r entirely due to hte fbtefgiieipioaure. Badihitnon ^ 
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the njooi or in cloud nine by such 
pc rfornicinccs She aims much higher 
In fact she feels she under achieved at 
the Vijaywadanationals Sangeeta 
hoped to clock well undei 60 seconds 
for the 100 metres freestyle and was 
unhappy she did not achieve this 
mark 

The litmus test ol Sangeeta s talent 
ability temperament and potential 
will be at the Asia Pacific 
t hainpionships slated at c oloinbo Sri 
Ianka from August 25 27 Here she 
will compete with the formidable 
C hinese and Koreans However there 
IS still a slight hitch about her 
partuipation The Swimming 
Federation of India (SFI) instead of 
encouraging and helping her to 
overcome her problems with a 
passpori wants her to produce an 
Indian passport by August >3 11 she is 
unable lodos*) the aqua piincess 
born m Trinidad and who spent ten 
years m USA may have to cool her 
heels in the sultry climate of Delhi 
The SFI have also said that if there is 
no proof that she is an Indian national 
by August 2 3 then hei )unior rc*cords 
may also not get ratified It seems the 
organisation that is responsible for 
encouraging Indian swimming is not 
interested m champions only their 
own interests 

Sangeeta has many detractors 
Their contention is that she does not 
possess an Indian citizenship and has 
returned home only in March April 
this) ear Her mother Mrs Moyn Pun 
who IS from Trinidad denied such 
allegations She said My husband 
was and is still an Indian cili/en 
though Sangeeta was born in 
Trinidad Now that we are back to 
settle in India nobody can say that my 
daughter is not an Indian Mrs Pun 
says that Sangc'eta has already 
surrendered her Trinidad passport 

Mr Ra) Kumar secretary of the Delhi 
Swimming Association also defends 
Sangeeta s claims He says Sangeeta 
IS as much an Indian as anybody else 
She came back last year and holds a 
membership card for the Talkatora 
pool in Delhi for the last six months 
All her papers are in order to prove 
that she is a bonafide citizen 


Sangeeta: I've already got film offers 

SPOtfTSWiXtaj}: At what age did you start sadmmit^ and Hew did you 
first getinterested in tkU sport. Was it tluiitflueneeefyour parents or 
were other factors respontMe? 

SANGEETA f’URl: I started competitive swimming a month before my 
tenth birthday. Prior to this, I participated in summer swim programs 
There the instructors urged me to Join the local competitive swim ciub. 
Oasis Desert Aquatics. Since I love the sport so much, my parents agreed 


Where did you first kam swimming and vdto taught you toswim? 

I began swbnming in the early stages of my life. At that time my parents 
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would take me to the beach and let me play In the water. This Is where my 
love for the sport began. 


WMtk is yowrfttwMtriU even r and what is your best timit^ and where dM 
youdotkif? 

I love to swim the 100m butterfly, backstroke, and freestyle. My best 
timings are: 1:04.93. 1:05.89, and 59.3 respectively. 

Telt us about your trainiH 0 schedule? 

I tram for six days a week with Wednesday afternoon and Sunday off. My 
day begins at 7 am with an hour of dryland (running, gym, stretching etc.) 
and two hours of swlmmmg. Then again I return at 5 pm for another two 
hour swimming session. 

What is your ultimate ambition in swimming? 

My goal in swimming is to do my best times and enjoy the sport. By doing 
this I hope to be able to keep the Indian flag Dying hi^ and bring honour 
to my country and to my family It is important to me to give back to the 
sport ail the joy, self-fulfilment, and disdplme it has given me. 


Which is yottr favourite city/swimming pool? 

My favourite swimming pool in India is Talkatora. As for my favourite one 
internationally it would the swimming complex in Mandel Plata, 

Argentina. There are two pools, one Olympic sixe and one 25m, both are 
above ground and indoor. Everything is of the latest technology right 
down to the gutter system. 

How do you relax and what are your hobbies? 

I relax by reading a good book or watching an interesting movie. Those 
also happen to be my hobbies. 

Which school do you study and in which doss? 

Presently, I'm in the 11th grade and I'm on the home-study program. 

Which other qwrts did you play and which other sports do you tike to 
wchdt? 

Swimming is a very demanding sport and because of this I never have the 
tfane to fully indulge in any other sport. I do epjoy kayaking, wind-surfing, 
and jet-skiing whenever the cqiportunity arises, 1 eiuoy watching tennis, 
cricket, soccer, volleyball, and ffeld hockey. 


WtmareyourfawMrUeinterHationalspiMrtsperscms? 

My favouilte itttematlonal sportspersons are Monica Seles and Brian 
lMe^ as no mattw what the odds are ot the circumstances, they fight to the 
wry end) 

y/Mtyptiitfwofk wo%Myou tike to Oo after your swimming career comes 
toanm^ 

/1 vi^ become a lawyer* 


^ Jiff yon tMnkswiinmers get enongHpnNMiy and have a good status and 

I think imblt^ty is txanendous. As far as job projects are concerned. 

recWvpd a fewmovle^rturesr 


At the time of going to press, it was 
learnt that Sangeeta had been granted 
a passport by the Ministry of External 
Affairs Elated at this news, Sangeeta 
said, "it IS the happiest day of ihy life " 
However this news is yet to be 
confirmed The mandarins at the 
South Block have assured the parents 
that she will get the passport well in 
time to enable Sangeeta to attend the 
training camp for the Asia Pacific meet 
at Bangalore Authorities at the Sports 
Authority of India are glad that this 
imbroglio is being sorted out 
amicably They feel Sangeeta with her 
physique, talent and potential could 
make the grade in international 
swimming 

The controversy about her passport 
arose because Sangeeta was born in 
Fnnidad and her formative years were 
spent in USA These early years in 
USA developed her interest in 
swimming She grew up in Los 
Angeles county in the salubrious 
Californian climate Like the 
proverbial duck to water Sangeeta 
developed a love for swimming whilst 
paddling on the beaches of sunny 
California Soon her obvious talent 
surfaced and Sangeeta was signalled 
out as a swimmer with a future In the 
USA, the opportunities for nurturing 
talent are numerous and Sangeeta 
benefited from such exposure She 
participated in summer swimming 
programmes and joined the local 
competitive swimming club. Oasis 
Desert Aquatics At this club, she 
received her initial training from Mike 
Hoppe and Paul Yepp 

A month before her 10th birthday 
she started competitive swimming To 
get better opportunities she joined the 
Santa Monica swimming club A 
giggling Sangeeta said, "Yes, it is the 
Santa Monica club of Carl Lewis fame 
but 1 never got to speak to him 1 was in 
the Santa Monica swimming club " 

The coach who guided her to stardom 
was John Apagar The club system in 
USA gave her valuable competitive 
experience She competed for her 
clubs in competitions both in USA and 
abroad at Argentina and Cuba Her 
performances and timings there 
reveal obvious talent 

At the Caribbean and Central 
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American Games in November 1993, 
Sangeeta won the 200 metres 
backstroke with a creditable timing of 
2:22.00. At the recent junior nationals 
she won the same event but with a 
lesser timing of 2:28.05. In the short 
sprint at Vijayawada, the 50 meties 
freestyle, Sangeeta won with a new 
national mark and a timing of 28.68. 
Yet two years earlier at Cuba, in an 
international competition, Sangeeta 
clocked 27.64. Sangeeta is emphatic 
that this downward trend of timings is 
not because of the shift to India. 

She is presently tiaining under 
Khazan Singh, arguably India's most 
talented swimmer of all time. Khazan 
who won a silver medal at the 200 
metres buttedly in the 1986 Seoul 
As lad with a timing of 2:02.38 and 
a record haul of 15 gold medals in two 
SAF Games (1984 at Kathmandu and 
1989 at Islamabad) also scoffs at the 
apprehensions that Sangeeta is on the 
decline by training in India. He says, 
•she will peak gradually. I have yet to 
intensify her workouts. At present she 
is improving her endurance. Watch 
out for Sangeeta at the Calcutta 
nationals in mid-September." 

Sangeeta is also confident that her 
gs will improve gradually. 


Miu Puri relaxing after a warkaut with her 
friend Naina San 

Sipping Citomex, an American drink 
which helps in recovery, after an 
exhaustive workout, Sangeeta says, "I 
am slowly adjusting here (in Delhi) 
and will better my timings when the 
time comes." 

Khazan who improved his standard 
of swimming immensely during his 
two year stint in the mid-eighties at 
the Eric Arnold swimming institute in 
Australia feels that when the going 
gets tough, Sangeeta will thrive and 
improve her timings. For the last three 
months Khazan has been "imparting 
his experience to Sangeeta," at the 
Tdlkdtora swimming pool. 

He is also training another talented 
teenager, a class X student of Modern 
School, Naina Sen, who is now a close 
friend of Sangeeta. Talking about 
Sangeeta, the talented Khazan says, 
"she is strong, works hard and has the 
potential to be a star. How far she will 
go depends on her. She should 
dominate Indian swimming, but I 
hope she will achieve international 
success.” Khazan contended that if 
women's swimming is included at the 
1995 Madras SAF Games, Sangeeta 


can win several gold medals. 

Sangeeta's favourite events are the 
100 metres freestyle, backstroke and 
butterfly. Khazan thinks that 
Sangeeta is a good freestyle and 
backstroke swimmer but can develop 
in the butterfly stroke also. It is 
Sangeeta's refreshing attitude and 
tunnel vision for success which has 
impressed Khazan and the other 
CRPF coaches who have worked with 
her. 

When asked about her hobbies, 
Sangeeta said with a peal of laughter, 
"after five hours of swimming and 
studying, as if I have time for anything 
else. My aim is to improve my timings 
and gain international success in 
swimming." This amiable and diligent 
teenager enjoys reading novels. The 
racy thrillers of Robert Ludlum, 

Jeffery Archer, Tom Clancy and 
Sidney Sheldon are her favourite 
books. Resting after practice she read a 
few pages from Debt ofHonourby 
Tom Clancy and admitted that her all 
time favourite novel is The Bourne 
Identity by Robert Ludlum. Not much 
of a movie buff, Sangeeta's favourite 
films are 1942 Love Story and 
Stargate a science fiction thriller. She 
has inherited her love for reading 
from her mother, who happens to be 
the epitome of patience. Of her it can 
be said, "they also serve who only sit 
and wait." Mrs. Moyn Puri waits 
patiently on the hard wooden 
benches at the Talkatora swimming 
pool, when her daughter strives 
diligently for glory. 

An eleventh grade student of the 
American Home Study system 
(correspondence) Sangeeta has the 
ambition to desist from late night 
parties, discotheques and snazzy 
clothes, the lifestyle of upwardly 
mobile teenagers of the 'MTV 
generation' to fulfil her swimming 
ambitions. 

Indian swimming which has been 
starved of success, can only keep their 
fingers crossed and hqpe that 
Sangeeta continues to make the right 
choices that will ultimately catapult 
her to the pinnacle of success. 

NovyKapadia, Delhi 
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OVER THE 
'HILL' 


TwobadramatS^vers^ue 
and Uo^nheUn and talk is 
that Daman Hitt is having 
career problems 


BY K O JACOB 


AMON HILL, the man whc 
t the start of the '95 racing 
season was being touted as 
one of the best drivers ever, 
the man who took over the great 
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Ayrton Senna as the lead driver for 
team Rothmans Williams Renault, is 
suddenly finding it increasingly 
difficult to cope up with the pressures 

Damon Hill and Batman Fbnvarmar Chris 
O'Donnal pose bofora the Batmobila. After 
soma disastrous results. Hill's career now 
might be in jeopardy 


of the dangerous sport that he pursues. 

His dnving skills and his 
temperament have come under 
intense scrutiny of late and the 
reasons for this are simple Hill has not 
lived up to expectations and the fact 
that after nine races this year, his arch 
rival Schumacher led him by 21 points 
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Aror becomino the nrit 
Gennan to win the Gaiman 
GP, Schumacher is towed 
around the circuit for a lap of 
honour. The ecstatic German 
was so pleased with himself, 
that he married his longtime 
sweetheart Corinna Batch a 
few days later 
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After the British GP, Damon 
Hill offering Schumacher the 
olive branch, suggested that 
they do a pre-race parade lap 
together. FI A 
declined, and Hill had to 
comend with teammate 
Coulthard's company at 
Hockenhaim 


Twilit itti 
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has weakened his case further. Hill has 
failed to capitalise on even one ol'the 
five pole positions that he won this 
season and his only two wins this year 
have come from behind. 

Interestingly, Damon Hill and his 
FW17 inevitably are the best in the 
qualifying laps, but it seems both man 
and machine fail when it comes to the 
race itself. And now it is the man, and 
not the machine, that is being 
questioned. 

There arc nimours doing the rounds 
of the circuit, that after the failures in 
the British and German GPs, Hill's 
team is on the lookout for a 
replacement, and reportedly are even 
trying out a leading Indy car driver to 
race for them. It was the British GP 
that first saw Hill's stock plummet in 
the FI circuit. Hiscc^llision with 
Schumacher in the 46th lap of the 
British GP was widely publicised, and 
criticised by one and all. Both the 
drivers were reprimanded alter the 
Silverstone race by the race Stewards 
and were warned that their future 


conduct would be closely looked into. 
An incensed Schumacher said after 
Silverstone, 'T think what Damon did 
was totally unnecessary. In fact, it was 
really stupid. There was no room for 
two cars and there was no place to 
overtake there." 

Hill, on his part pleaded innocent 
and dismissed it as a 'racing accident' 
and said, 'the championship is still 
wide open and I think we have shown 
we can compete against Michael and 
beat him." 

But, when Michael Schumacher 
went on to create history at 
Hockenheim by becoming the first 
German to win the German GP. a 
dejected Hill could only watch from 
the Williams pit, having crashed out in 
the first round itself. Schumacher's 
win was his fifth this season and the 
1 Sth win of his career and it 
entrenched him firmly into the 
leading position with 56 points. It was 
the fourth time this year that Hill had 
not finished a race, compared to two 
unfinished races by Schumacher. 


The all important question that 
surrounds Hill after two consecutive 
unfinished races is whether he has lost 
a little of his competitive urge and 
whether his driving prowess was still 
enough to see him lead the points tally 
once again. Such is the nature of the 
sport that at one lime Hill was being 
talked about as a challenger for 
Schumacher's title this year. Two 
weeks later, they were talking about 
his job being on the lines. 

The next few races will be of crucial 
importance to Hill and only a couple 
ol wins will once again instil some 
confidence in both Hill and his team. 
Hill will have to get back to his 
winning ways if he has to raise his 
slock in the FI transfer market. With 
Schumacher now virtually 
controlling both the action on track 
and the transfer market, the prices 
and the teams for the other drivers are 
going to be up for grabs, only after 
Schumacher makes up his mind. 

Till then, we will have to wait and 
watch # 


Formula 1 World Champions 
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J UST a few weeks back Robin 
Chatteijee had filled these columns 
from Wimbledon about how sports 
people are using 'nationality' as a total 
convenience. It seems to be the trend 
now. But we in India take the concept 
to the other limits. After all, we are an 
upright and honourable nation, aren't 
we? As a nation of over 800 million, 
we still struggle to produce sporting 
champions. But then we are an 
honourable nationi 
Take the case of Sangeeta Puri, 
whose story appears in this issue ('A 
country that turns away champions'). 
Having spent her life in the States she 
came to India a ready-made 
swimming champion with no 
contribution from our system 


whatsoever. And what do we do? We 
cast aspersions on her nationality and 
put pressure on her to get an Indian 
passport before she can think of 
representing the country. 

It is shocking that the very people 
who give lip service to the betterment 
of Indian sport (and swimming in 
particular) placed barriers instead of 
encouraging the champion, the likes 
of which they will never be able to 
produce in their godforsaken lives. 
Which makes one wonder whether 
we as a nation deserve champions. For 
when we do occasionally (and 
accidentally) stumble upon talent, 
politics take over and we often lose 
that talent. 

Sangeeta Puri was willing to swim 


for the country of her father and 
forefathers and she has rewritten the 
record books in a matter of months. 
But then it didn't seem to suit the 
interests of some people in power to 
have her around. And so instead of 
encouraging and helping, the 
champion, our folks in power created 
problems, asking her to prove her 
'Indianness'. 

How many of our sports persons 
possess Indian passports when they 
participate in an age group nationals. 
Our sportsmen only hear the word 
'passport' when they are selected to go 
abroad. If Sangeeta Puri's records 
were nullified for lack of an Indian 
passport (as the Swimming 
Federation of India had threatened to 


do) then technically so many other 
nationals records should also be 
nullified, since the holders surely 
didn't possess a passport at the time of 
creating those records. 

But that is a technicality. What 
about the reality? Here is a girl, who as 
a junior shatters the senior record in 
the high profile 100m freestyle and 
then says she is disappointed with her 
timing. And we didn't welcome her 
with open arms. 

Does the same system that is 
turning people like Sangeeta Puri 
away, deserve to produce sporting 
champions? One would even be 
inclined to say that it is Sangeeta who 
is doing India a favour and not vice 
versa. 

Having had first hand experience of 


participation in a national level 
swimming competition, I can 
personally vouch for the kind of 
inhumane treatment national level 
sports people are meted out. 

My experience toofc me (and my 
team) on a three-day train journey 
from Calcutta to Trivandrum. 
Exhausted on arrival, we were 
paraded into a large ramshackled 
room with no furniture (or security) 
whatsoever and told that this was to 
be our living quarters for the next five 
days. Of course, the lack of any 
furniture in that 'dormitary' was 
compensated for by the existence of 
several other teams who were sharing 
the room with us. Laying out 
whatever bedding we had brought, 
we took refuge from our tiredness. 
Early the next morning, we awoke to 
a great deal of commotion and chaos. 

Since there were no cupboards etc 
to keep our boxes or belongings, most 
of us had kept our suitcases near our 
heads or at our feet. Somehow, 
someone had in the course of the 
night, ransacked all our suitcases, 
stealing all that seemed worthwhile. I 
was one of the unfortunate many who 
lost everything, money, clothes even 
my swimming trunks. 1 had to borrow 
a pair for the next day's competition. 
On my return from Trivandrum, I 
never ever trained seriously again. 

This, mind you, is an experience of a 
mediocre never-was-has-been 
swimmer. But think about the many 
vastly talented sports people who 
might be giving up because they get 
frustrated with the system. We cannot, 
(and should not) allow this to happen 
to the Sangeeta Puri's, otherwise we 
will truly become a nation who do not 
deserve sporting champions. 

P.S. A friend who is a national level 
cyclist reveals how regionalism (read: 
'keep cyclists from so-and so state 
out') prompted authorities to allow a 
cyclist from one of the Baltic republics 
(formerly Soviet Union) to represent 
India in an international Junior 
competition. The foreigner's only 
'qualification' was that he had been 
training with the Indian cyclists for a 
few months. 

Andy O'Brian 


SaagMta Pari: talaatlikahar’i should ha aacourafid at all cost 
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Presenting Bajt 
Servo Genuinr 
2T Zoom, 
An engine oil 
that perfectly 


what it means 
to own a Bajaj 



Mtllions of Bdjdj 
owners know they 
have \ vehic le 
very special 
H imara Bajaj 
they say with ' 
pride 

At Indianoil s 
R & D centre 
one of Asi i s most 
advanced we ve 
developed a 
revolutionary 
2T oil specially foi 
Bajdj 2 & 3 
wheel( r vchick s 
the Bajaj Servo 
Genuint ?T Zoom 
Approved by Bijij 
asagtnuinf tngint 
oil it keeps thf 
engine c lean and 
he=ilthy So it v orks 
harder 1 \sts longe r 
What s more it 
gives you a quick 
and e isy start 
ensure s lower petrol 
and oil consumption 
and rr duces harmful 
exhaust t missions 
- Insist on Bajaj 
Servo Genuine 
2T Zoom It will 
make your soul 
mate happy 
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t«| SeRVO GENUINE 2r ZOOM 

WHAT BAJAJ RELIES ON 


Avail£it>fff at Indianoil petrol stations and 
krehicle and ser^nco dealers of Ba^ai Auto Limited m your c ty 
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A TOPSY-^TURVYAFFAIR 

With the non-performance of 
legends like I ewis and 
Toyner-Kersce and the rise of 
yct-to-be stars like Pedroso and 
Edwaids the World Athletics 
C hampionships in Gothenburg 
did not catch fire 


WELL-SUITED 

New York and the U S Open go 
hand in hand In spite ol 
numerous attractions, Steffi and 
Sampias are favourites to win 
the tournament 

CHEERS, WHAT SPIRIT! 

The return of Monica Seles is 
the hottest uipic in tennis today 
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HERE COMES 
THE BRIDE! 








Excluiiva photographs of Mrs 
Haiqa Khan's (naa Jamima 
Golosmith) first visit to tiia 
Shauquat Khanum Momorial 
Cancar Hospital in Lahora. 

Tha hospital is tha brainchild 
of hor husband Imran Khan and 
namad afkar tha star allroundar's 
lata motbar who diad of tha 
disaasa. Evar sinca winning tha 
World Cup in 1992. Imran's 
undividao attantion has baan 
davotad to this hospital. Now that 
tha hospital is fully functional. 
Imran (with a littia bit of halo from 
his wifa) will turn his attantion to 
an aducational driva in Pakistan. 
Imran claims that ha marriad tha 
daughtar of ona of Britain's 
richast man bacausa thay shara 
tha sama valuas and goals in life. 
Notice how Jamima has her head 
covered. (Evanthough it 
isonlysymbolichn 
tha pictures. Tha question is how 
comfortable is Mrs Imran Khan in 
her new role? Only time will tall 


photogsaphs mueen-uo-dinhameeq 






Anti-clockwiia from right 


Formula One World Champion 
Michaal Schumachar of Garmany 
calobratad hn historic win at his 
homo Grand Prix last month by 
marrying his long tima girlfriond 
Cormna a faw days later Tho 
caramony took place close to tho 
driver's homo town in 
Keraon-Manhoim which 
incidentally is where Steffi Grafs 
father Peter is being held under 
arrest 


Another one bites the dust 
Pakistan s opening batsman 
Saead Anwar was married 
recently This is one from his 
album 

England s high profile rugby 
captain Will Carling has been 
dragged into a scandal involving 
rumours of his relationship with 
Princess Diana Both Carling and 
the Princess do not deny that they 
are friends though they maintain 
that It was a "perfectly harmless 
relationship" and "purely 
platonic" Carling s wife Julia, 
however blamed Diana for the 
affair saying This has happened 
to her before and you hope she 
would not do those things again, 
but she obviously does ^For his 
part the successful rugby captain 
said he made a mistake being 
such a high profile personality "It 
was flattering that the princess 
was interested in me " he said 
Here Will Carling is seen with 
Princess Diana and (inset) with 
his wife Julia 










ANALYSIS 


THE WORLD ATHLETICS CHAMPIONSHIPS, G OTHENBURG 


ATOPSY- TU 


With the non¬ 
performance of 
legends like Lewis 
and Joyner-Kersee, 
and the rise of yet- 
to-be stars like 
Pedroso and 
Edwards, the World 
Championships did 

not catch fire, like the 

previous 

championships 






I NTERNATIONAL athleiics has 
come a long way since the first 
lAAF World Championships in 
Helsinki in 1983. A decade ago, 
the movement seemed to be groping 
for global recognition outside the 
realm of the Olympics. President 
Primo Nebiolo, then not a club 
member of the International Olympic 
Committee, was on a mission to 
enable the lAAF to assert itself beyond 
the confines of the Olympic Games. 

It is by a bizarre coincidence that the 
5th version of the World Athletics at 
Gothenburg has taken place at a lime 
when Dr Nebiolo has virtually become 
the most important member of the 
IOC after President Samaranchf 
But the movement to host major 
world meetings with mind=boggling 
frequency, has taken its toll. The likes 


of Carl Lewis and Linford Christie, 
who had grown accustomed to 
competing as regularly as tennis stars 
on the ATP circuit, came a cropper. 
There were those like long jumper 
Mike Conley, hepiaihlete Jackie 
Joyner Kersce and America's durable 
high hurdler, Roger Kingdom who 
had to make way for new names. 
That, however, was not the overall 
trend. 

There were remarkable exceptions 
like Sergei Bubka and Noureddine 
Morceli, who seemed to go through 
the motions of their finals without 
worrying too much about the 
opposition. The Ukrainian pole 
vaullcr and the Algerian multi-record 
holder are surely the most 
extraordinary athletes of our lime, 
who have made the most of the lAAF 
sponsored 'largesse', at their disposal. 

The incentives provided a shot in 
the arm for at least two stars of the 
past. 30-year-old Bulgarian high 
jumper Stefka Kostadinova, who set a 
world mark of 2.09 metres in the 2nd 
World Championships at Rome, eight 
years ago, smiled her way to the lop, 
this time with 2.03 metres. Cuban 
middle distance star Ann Quirot, beset 
by tragedies of a broken marriage, loss 
of a child and a near fatal burn 
accident, overcame ail by storming 
through to victory in the women's 
800 metres in 1:56.11. 

The title of the athlete of the biggest 
ever meeting of track and field stars at 
Gothenburg would go to US sprint 
ace, Michael Johnson, who seemed to 
win both the 200 and 400 metres 
comfortably, in near world record 
times, before anchoring the USA 4 X 
400 relay quartet to a well earned gold 
in 2:57.32. In the departure, albeit 
temporary absence of Messrs. Christie 
and Lewis from the track, the spotlight 
finally fell on him. 












Michael Johnson he was the athlete of the 
meet with brilliant gold medal winning 
runs in the 200 and 400m plus a gold in the 
4x400m relay Will he repeat this feat at 
Atlanta also^ 

N the women s sprints Gwen 
Torrence finally assc rted herself in 
both 100 and 200 metres over arch 
rivals Merlene Oiti y and Inna 
Privalova only to j»et disqualified for 
lane crossing in the latter final 

though she was she 
But the^^^^ anchoring the USA 4 
world 

frequency pder against second 
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placed lamaicaii Oitcy With three of 
the four lelays to boot the US team 
notched up an impressive tally of 12 
golds in the nine day meeting Bui this 
time It was nowhere near the 
maninioih totals achieved by them in 
previous inieinaiional 
championships In fact no less than 
44 me mbcr nations of the lAAF family 
won medals 

There was also disappointment for 
Kenya despite the fact that two 
stalwarts Ismael Kirui with 13 16 77 
in the SOOO and Moses 









RESULTS: AT A GLANCE 



M«rie Jose Pvrec won the 400m ovent in stylo 
Sho is tho hot favourito noxt yoar for Atlanta 


Kiptanui—8 04.16 in the 3000 metres 
steeplechase retained their titles. The 
traditional 'onslaught' that one had 
come to associate with the long 
striding Kenyan runners in events 
ranging from the 800 metres to the 
marathon was missing at Gothenburg 
The vastly changed track and field 
scenario produced a host of new 
world leaders. Kim Batten (USA) 


EViNT 

NAME 

tNMIW 


Donovan Bailey (Canada) 

9.97 secs. 

aoiM 

MldiaelJohnson (USA) 

19.79 secs. (MR) 

400m 

MlchaelJohnson (USA) 

43.39 secs. 

loom 

Wilson Kipketer (Denmark) 

1:45.08 

into 

NoureddineMorcell (Algeria) 

3:33.73 

BOBOm 

Ismael Kinii (Kenya) 

13:16.77 

1U00M 

Haile Gebreselassie (Ethiopia) 

27:12.95 (MR) 

SDOOm 

Moses Kiptanui (Kenya) 

8:04.16 (MR) 

IIOmlMrrilM 

Alien Johnson (USA) 

13.00 secs 

4nmliwdlM 

Derrick Adkins (USA) 

47.98 

nsiiiHisi inniw 

Andrey Duvaliyev (Tadjikistan) 

81.56m 

TriptoJwnp 

Jonathan Edwards (Britain) 

18.29m(WR) 

High Jump 

Troy Kemp (Bahamas) 

2.37 m 

SIMM pvt 

John Godma (USA) 

21.47 

LongJvmp 

Ivan Pedroso (Cuba) 

8.70 m 

Polv Vault 

Sergei Bubka (Ukraine) 

5.92jn 

Maratboa 

Martin Fir (Spain) 

2:11.41 

20 tan walk 

Michele Didoni (Italy) 

1 19.59 

SO tan walk 

Valentin Kononen (Finland) 

3:43.42 

Javallathraw 

Jan Zelezny (Czech Republic) 

89.58 m 

Daeaiklan 

Dan O'Brien (USA) 

8695 pts. 

OxIOOmralair 

Canada 

38.31 secs 

4»W0mialay 



100m 

Gwen Torrence (USA) 

10.85 secs 

200m 

Merlene Ottey (Jamaica) 

22.12 

400m 

Marie Jose Perec (France) 

49.28 

000m 

AnaQuirot (Cuba) 

1:56.11 

ISOOm 

Hassiba Boulmerka (Algeria) 

4:02.42 

fOOOm 

Sonia O'Sullivan (Ireland) 

14:46.47 


Fernanda Ribeiro (Portugal) 

31:04.99 

lOOmtantfaa 

Gail Devers (USA) 

12.68 secs 

MOmhunHaa 

Kim Batten (USA) 

52.61 secs (WR) 

Shat pat 

Astrid Kumbemuss (Germany) 

21.22 m 

Long lump 

Fiona May (Italy) 

6.98m 

Ja^ 

Natalya Shikolenko (Belarus) 

67.56 m . 

Triptoilamp 

Inessa Kravets (Ukraine) 

15.50m 

High Jump 

SefkaKostadinova (Bulgaria) 

2.01m 

ivnmm inimiv 

Ellina Zvereva (Belarus) 

68.64 m 

Ha^Mfclihfi 
■ O^pOiiOfiOwO" 

Ghada Shouaa (Syria) 

6651 pts. 

MwuHNm 

Manuela Machado (Portugal) 

2:25.39 

10 tan walk 

Irina Stantdna (Russia) 

42.13 secs 

OKtOOmratair 

USA 

42.12 secs 

OifOOOmrnlap 

USA 

3:22.39 secs 


vmmivimicun uni^oiirriiEcoiio 








ANALYSIS 



Svrgoi Bubka: the fifth world 
championship titia in a row. Is there any 
need of a caption now? 

brought off a major surprise by 
winning the women's 400 metres 
hurdles in a world record of 52.61 
secs, a shade ahead of second placed 
teammate, Tonja Buford's 52.62 secs. 
British triple jumping star Jonathan 
Edwards' dedication to sport and 
12 


spiritualism finally reaped dividends 
as he cleared 18.28 m, to set yet 
another world mark, which unlike his 
previous phenomenal efforts, was not 
wind assisted. 

Cuban long Jumper Ivan Pedroso 
too. Justified his 1995 form by 
winning his event with 8.70 m. And 
an exciting new man emerged in the 
110 metres hurdles with Allan 


Merlane Ottuy: a naver-anilino top class 
athlotic caraar. Two silvors and a gold at 
Gothanburg. So far, sho has won har 13th 
ovarall world championship modal and har 
30th major championship modal in tha last 16 
yaars. 

Johnson, first in 13.00 secs. Thus, 
adequate replacements appeared on 
the horizon for those that went astray. 
Hopefully, Atlanta, next year, will 
provide a tougher battleground for all. 







Whither Indian Athletics? 



The list includes Syria s first-ever 
medalist, Ghada Shoaa who won the 
heptathlon against a pack of vastly 
experienced European women The 
West Asian trend setter has gained an 

Hail# Gabratalaatla of Ethiopia won tho 
lOMOm in stpio, onco again pushing Khaiid 
Skah of Morocco to sacondpiaco Fourdayt 
aflar tho and of tho championships, in another 
show of vorsatilily, ho broke the SOOQm worid 
record at an athletics mooting at Zurich 


O Nthceveof the Apian Trade fr Field Championships at Jakarta^ and 
the South Aslaft Federation (SAP) Gomes In Madras, it seems difficult 
to foresee the shape of things to come as for as the state of Indian Athletics 
is concerned. 

Meanwhile the message from Gothenburg on the prevailing Asian 
scene is somewhat confused, China and Japan, the leading lights of the 
continent, were nowere m the picture this time. 

China won her lone medal through Huany Zhihong's 2nd place in the 
women's shot put, while hammer thrower Abdouvelaev (Tajikistan) was 
the outstanding Asian who retamed his title. Kazhakstan's Olga 
Shishinglna won a creditable silver in the women's 100 metres hurdles 
These, togeUier with Synan Hatsmlate Ghada Shuaa's viaory and third 
place by A1 Asmari (Saudi Arabia) in the 3000 metres steeplechase 
accounted for the meagre Asian medal tally in the World Championships. 

It is difficult to say what bes m store for India m the Asian meetings, 
constrained as her stars are by the reluctance to compete at any level It 
would be unfair to expect great things from athletes, most of whom do 
not, as a rule, enjoy competition, no matter how systematic and regular 
their training. It Is a problem that is causing great concern all round. Thus, 
despite Its many limitations, the Asian athletics scene will prove 
formidable enough for India 

RbnptShatia 



imprc ssive foothold into world 
athletics which augurs well for the 
development of the sport in the 
rcg'on Likewise Shaa dad Al Asan s 
bronze in ihe 3000m steeplechase 
where he clocked 8 12 95 gave his 
native Saudi Arabia a rare honour 
which should encourage the Cult 
nation to perform well in the future 
Looked at from the above details 
the Indian performance was certainly 
amiss Of the three athletes selected 
Madurai based sprinter Solaimathi 
was unable to travel on account of 
illness half miler Sikdar 
clocked 2 01 70 before being 
eliminated in the heats of the 
women s 800 metres and Bahadur 
Prasad followed suit m the 5000 
metres heals in a 14 minute plus 
effort It would be a pointless exercise 
to discuss the variety of reasons for 
what would be best described as poor 
participation Or is it that for some 
reason or other Indian aih ! eies are 
reluctant to join the big league where 
there are goodies galore ^ 
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())n’ tliiiiij's lot sure, \c\i‘ 
\\>rk citnl the U S. 

Open i]o luniii in luuul. 
Ami this venr, in 
spite oj si if I opposition 
iiiiii their own personni 
pr<)hlenis, Slelji 
iiiiil Sampras start 
as javonrites 









R owdy That's one word 
that would put the U S 
Open into perspeaive 
Unfortunately, professional 
instructions and reams of space in the 
magazine diaate that this summary 
encompasses more than just one word 
But chew on the word rowdy for a 
while and you'll get to smell the 
coffee When the organisers moved 
the venue of the U S Open from 
stately Forest Hills to glitzy New York 
both players and fans got the message, 
only the mean shall survive 
Flushing Meadow absorbs and 
reflects all that is New York Both the 
city and the venue reflects the traits 
that they have become so famous for 
—a glil/y, brawling fast-paced venue 
that eats the smaller people for 
breakfast and spits them out like apple 
pips all across Central Park, the only 
patch of green that provides relief to 
this concrete jungle 
Ya gotta have more than just heart 
to win the U S Open Jfcveryoiie s got 
heart, but what everyone haven t got 
IS savvy Which is probably why with 
the exception of Pete Sampras most 
of the winners at the Open have been 
'bad' And badmy friends, is a 
requisite ingredient 

Flushing That s what the good guys 


got for seven consecutive years when 
the U S T A changed it s venue from 
Forest Hills The Open was then 
subsequently dominated by two 
punks named Jimbo and Mac 
Everything that they did went beyond 
the staples of sport—from their 
mannerisms to their aggressive 
in-your-face brand ot rock n roll 
tennis These two also conspired at the 
Open to send a human refngerator 
named Bjorn Borg into premature 
retirement 

Thankless You're probably talking 
about the courts at Flushing Meadow 
and the Big Apple in equal measure 
You cannot conquer the city Too 
many people have tried it without 
success Too many people have also 
tned to master the tennis courts of the 
U S T A Result^ 

StvffI Graf the last two qiondM have toon bar 
aiaturatraniandoatlyasapoiion Always 
lAafavourita, whilo Mary Piorca (imat) is 
slowly flndiiHi oat about prossura on tbs Tour 

15 



Zilch. 

The trick is not to let the electricity 
of the place get to you, to plug your 
sinuses when the first smells of a 
hamburger makes its way down from 
the stands, to block your ears to the 
sound of the screaming jets taking off 
from La Guardia. And as for the 
tennis, don't ever start chalking out 
your personal course of progress 
through the tournament. Too many 
players have tried it and failed. 
Sampras won it one year (1990) and 
went out in the quarter-finals in the 
next (1993) saying, 'T'm glad I got the 
monkey off my back." Courier, on the 
other hand, who reached the finals in 
'91 refers to the courts as "pot holes," 
while Andrei Medvedev, who 
reached the quarters in '93, 
pronounced the food as "poison" and 
the cabbies as "crazy." 

The biggest back-handed 
complimeni that Flushing ever got 
was in 1985, from No. 5 seed and No. 1 
whinger, Kevin Curren who 
recommended that the USTA be "shot 
for the set-up they have here," and 
subsequently they should "drop an 
A-bomb on this place." Records will 
show that Curren was ousted in the 
first round, and a phantom called 
Lendl stroked his way to the title. 

So here's the trick folks! Don't fight 
the conditions, try and stroll through 
the draw instead. Which is probably 
why Sampras summarised in 1993 
that, "I just play my tennis and sign 
my autographs and do what 1 have to 
do." As mentioned earlier, Sampras is 
probably qualified enough to make 
this statement. His summary is not a 
tone of resignation. Rather, it is the 
voice of reason. And be sure, he'll be 
applying plenty of it when he makes 
his way through the draw this time. If 
Sampras will be applying reason, then 
his friend, counter part, 
counter-puncher and last year's 
winner, Andre Agassi will be 
exercising caution. Fof Agassi knows 
that even though he had tasted blood 
in 1994, he also got egg on his face in 
'86, '87, '91 and '93. Simply 

Agatti't going in for a hioloric doiiblo 











C 6 "V ft ^ T 0 k ‘V.. 


translated, it means first-round losses 
Convention—and ranking—does 
demand that we look at Agassi as a 
prospective champion what with the 
kind of lechno-tennis that he keeps 
producing But when it comes to 
making an outright prediction one 
must desist After all you can t be 
unfair to guys like C oiirier Chang and 
Muster these three have all the shots 
fierce competitive spirit and a veiled 
confidence that will not threaten to 
fade under the bright lights in the city 
that never sleeps They ooze 
obliviousness and pc rhaps that could 
be a key requirement lor winning the 
Open 


HIII we refrain from making 
outright predations in the 
men s section vvt havt to risk our 
reputations by predicting that Stetfi 
Graf might win the women s title 
Make no mistake we re not doing it 
lx tause she is a sure winner we re 
simply doing it beiaiise it is the 
accepted norm before most giand 
slams Fate has been most kind to Graf 
o\ci the last two grand slams She 
wcni into the French Open looking a 
trifle jaded and a lot more sensitive 
But that was because hci father Peter 
Graf s income tax evasion schemes 
had not hten leakc'd to the press Graf 
won the f rench and moved on to 
Wimbledon where again she defied 
the odds to win her sixth title 
Howt*ve r It was quilc evident that she 
was playing with a pressure cooker 
inside her system She was not 
forthcoming but instead evasive 
during he r press conferences and sure 
enough the Iid blew up on her 
Peter Graf had done it again' The 
German tax officials arrested him for 
tax evasion to the tune of 100 milbon 
Dcutscfi marks and Graf withdrew 
into her customary shell Even so, she 
has been picked as a certainty, not 
only on the basis of her last two 
triumphs but also in lieu of the fact 
that her problems may act as a strong 
motivational force This despite her 
shock first round defeat to Amanda 
Coetzer in the Canadian Open leading 
up to the US Open 

Still, the Graf that we see today 


possesses more of a grand slam 
vulnerability than she ever did ever 
before This may be owed to 
complacency a quality that has 
developed in her thanks to Seles long 
absence and the fact that Graf ran out 
of rivals during that period Sure, the 
odd Slam was won by Sanchez Vicano 
and maybe even Mary Pierce And if 
Graf does falter in New York it could 
be at the hands of these two But even 


baggage with her in her comeback bid, 
and this alone might dim her chances 
of bearing up physically during the 
two week ordeal 
Sanchez Vicano, who has the 
tenacity and game plan to withstand 
the rigors of Flushing Meadow, may 
capitalise on the situation Sanchez's 
three grand slam titles are more a 
testimony to sheer effort than to her 
tennis, which if anything, can be 



hat might take some doing, unless 
he planets all align to conspire against 
icr 

We can even take Monica Seles as a 
ontender but that's only for 
novelty's sake While it is true that 
;eles is trying to fine-tune her game 
back to the age old precise standards 
hat she had set for herself in winning 
even Slams, it is also pertinent that 
he IS carrying a lot of heavy mental 


Sampras is as usual looking to ba 
anonymous but stoody 

described in one word solid Added to 
that IS the fact that Sanchez Vicano is 
getting used to the 'big match 
syndrome' as her finals with Steffi at 
Roland Garros and Wimbledon 
suggest And unlike the other 
competitors at the Open, the heat, the 
noise, the hard courts and the 
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The hard courts at Flushing Meadow 
complement Couner's vast reserves of 
stamina and fitness but sadly, not his 
personality 

unreverential crop ot youngsters will 
not wear her out The plus point in 
Sanchez Vicario s temperament is that 
she IS always willing to try once more 
hoping that she will defy late instead 
of the other way around She has lived 
in the combined shadows of Oral and 
Seles for too long and her tour 
performance suggests that she is as 
always ready to take the heal 

tithcr way the public at this year s 
edition of the U S Open may have 
distinct gender preferences The 
spotlight will inevitably be on the 
women rather than on the men And 
this will bring with it its usual quota of 
drama and emotion coupled with 
inspiring tennis 

It you re looking to see why this 
Slam is so different Irom the others 
then keep your eyes open for little 
asides I ike say a match being played 
on either C ouri 5 or 6 which adjoin 
each other without any fence or line 
between them There are times in a 
match when a loose ball will invade 
either territory forcing players to play 
a let 

Ridiculous^ 

And if you see people in the stands 
holding their noses in disgust, don't 
interpret it as sinusitis It'sjusi the 
smell of garbage wafting over the 
outside courts on a hot afternoon The 
mayor of New York the story goes, 
can re-direct air traffic at La Guardia 
for the benefit of the Open, but against 
the smell, he can do nothing 

So here s the remedy tone down 
your levels of testosterone and chill 
out In short walk on the mild side'9 
















The trappings of feme and 
money neve danling 
effects. After her stabbing, 
however, Seles became a 
recluse and preferred to 
move arouno incognito. 
Unset) Seles displays 
the US Open 

trophy that she won for the 
second time in 
19S2.Call it fate or 
coincidence. Seles is 
making her much awaited 
return after a two-year 
layoff once again at 
Flushing Meadows. 












CHEERS, 

WHAT 

SPIRIT! 


The return 
of Monica 
Seles is 
the hottest 
topic in 
tennis today 


BY WILLIAM 
RHODES 


g NOTHER 

long practice would end while the 
sun blazed down in all its fury in a privately 
owned clay court at Sarasota. The sun, it 
would seem has no specific preferences and 
thus it even managed to throw off a ladiant 
glow from the dull lifeless features of Monica 
Seles, as i I willing her to shine in all her 
charismatic splendour. The sun, if we had 
watched it that evening in Sarasota, sure 
seemed to portray some significance. 

Sure enough. The word has gotten out in 
the international tennis circuit. At first, it 
started off like a whisper, but the energy in it 
got heavier as it gained momentum. The 
debates, the opinions, the bitching and the 
sympathy soon found a voice: "Monica's 
coming back!" 

They were debating about it at Wimbledon 
this year as the 'charge' in the rumours got 
heavy. There were those who voiced 
sympathy—and were prepared to 
compensate for her long leave by agreeing to 
provide her with special concessions namely, 
a joint, but temporary. No. 1 world ranking 
with Steffi Graf. And there were also those 
who, tn spite of granting concessions, had to 
look after their own personal interests. 

The decision to induct Seles back into the 
Tour, was taken quickly. The senior players 
who held a high level summit meeting 
amongst themselves in the locker rooms of 
the AELTC, decided that after her much 
publicised exhibition match (which was 
played on July 29) in Atlantic City with 
Martina Navratilova, Seles would re-appearat 


Flushing Meadows after which she would be 
given an unlimited amount of wild cards and a 
special seeding consideration at tournaments. 
Seles has since then demurely—but 
gratefully—accepted these provisions as well 
as a fat check of £160,000 for outplaying 
Navratilova in the exhibition. The comeback, 
it seemed had all the right notes. 

But scars, they say, don't heal easily. And 
apparently this was perfectly illustrated when 
a friend of Seles' neighbour climbed a high 
chain link fence that surrounded her private 
tennis court and yelled like a maniac before 
dropping out of sight. 

"Love you Monica," the scream still echoed 
in her eais. "Come back." But Seles panicked 
instead and hid in a storage shed. Her brother, 
Zoltan, called the police and the embarrassed 
neighbour was dripping apologies. "Tell 
him." Monica said referring to the culprit, "to 
drop me a note." 

The Seles return was being carefully 
planned right down to the kind of music that 
might help stimulate her shattered senses. 
Otherwise most characteristics were still 
present namely: 

Uh—hah! 

That primeval scream. 

Uh—hah! 

There was another scream that seemed to 
be fine tuned with hers on the practice courts. 
Equally primeval, out of tune, but strangely 
hypnotic. 

No, it did not belong to Madonna, Seles' 
pre-teen idol "I've graduated to Hendrix" she 
admits matter-of-factly and even has 
Hendrix's blaring from a ghetto blaster during 
practise. And the man who produced magical 
but abstract licks on his Fender Stratocaster, 




induced Seles lo move in tune with his 
musical staitments And Seles in turn, drew 
heavily from those to make some of her own 
The ball ignites as it bullets back and forth 
the double fisted strokes guiding it to 
impossible but existing angles 
Uh—hah! 

The lips disappear as her Bugs Bunny teeth 
come into view And Hendrix induces the 
groove 

I know what I want 
Uh—hah* 

But I just don tknow 
Uh—hah* 

How to go about getting it 
The guitar screams in agony and so does Seles 
Her father Karolj watches thoughtfully All is 
not well with the former cartoonist as a 1993 


Is that Monica? Sura is 
What you ra looking at is a 
grott, ovorwoight vorsion 
of Solas during hor lay-off 
At ona tima, tiM phonom 
was so disappointed with 
life, that she tost intorast in 
everything 

(insot) The day 
time stopped for 
'Miss Giggle n Grunt 
Solos winces in pain after 
boino stabbed by Guenther 
Parcho Thaoffocisoftho 
stabbing loft her 
complatoly devastated As 
Solos said. 'My acraam 
stayed with mo for a long 



operation for stomach cancer and another 
one for prostate cancer reveals He is probably 
dying but he is ready as he has admitted If 1 
die Idle 

Luckily for him Karolj has lived long 
enough to see his daughter become stronger 
older wiser and a lot more decisive as far as 
announcing plans for her comeback was 
concerned There were to be tune up 
tournaments in either San Diego Los Angeles 
or Toronto following which she would finally 
appear on Broadway in New York at Hushing 
Meadows If I rn not hurt I m going to play 
Seles said while granting an exclusive 
audience to Sports Illustrated 
Will Seles be able to cope with her 
resurrection on the Tour*^ Memoru s they 


say never die And each time the scar in her 
back tingled it lent a certain credibility to the 
thought Sure she was asking to hear the 
screams of the crowds rooting for her but she 
was also wary in equal measure at the 
thought that lurking amongst those 
unknown faces might be another Guenther 
Parche As Seles admitted 'It was eating me 
alive I d go out on a court I could be playing 
great tennis and it would all start coming 
back I pretty much moved to daylight 
sleeping times I couldn t sleep at night I saw 
shadows in every corner My scream was 
what stayed with me a long time 
The body was the first to heal leaving the 
mind far behind in its progress A stint at basic 
rehabilitation at the Steaciman Hawkins 
clinicinVail Colorado followed by intensive 




workouts with Olympians Bobby Kersee and 
Jackie Joyner Kersee She almost believed at 
that point of time that she could make an early 
comeback And then the lights in her mind 
went out I had been practising so much 1 
was practising and rehabilitating and I didn t 
have lime to sit down and say Am IO K or 
not*^ 

She was not And she admitted All these 
memories started coming back All these fears 
came back I would be up all night in my 
room just sitting Total depression I was just 
reliving that moment And the knife 

Which made her think that somehow, it 
was all her fault Why was it me*^ She is 
supposed to have asked ' I didn't think that at 
age 191 would have to deal with this I was 


playing and suddenly 1 wasn't playing. This 
guy stabbed me, he's out there, he can come 
to any tennis tournament, any place. And he's 
still obsessed." 

The mental rehabilitation began as she 
started running out of answers. Seles began to 
jet-ski and water-ski. She read books by Faye 
Resuich and Pope John Paul II. She studied 
French and most importantly she learnt to 
strum like her hero, Jimi Hendrix. And in her 
spare time, there was always the bookstore at 
Sarasota and the pool tables. Seles learnt to 
play pool. 

She also learnt to understand. Like for 
instance, why nothing is permanent. Her 
father, Karolj puts this thought into 
perspeaive. The last two and a half years have 
brought cancer, misery and pain. But he too is 
learning how to cope. "1 told Monica, my 
philosophy." he says in his jilavic accent. 
"Forget. If tomorrow I die, your father? 
Forget." 

She is also trying to forget why people are 
suddenly questioning her motives. Like her 
sponsors, Fila who sued her last December for 
breach of contract and fraud, citing that she 
had misled the company about three 
supposed comeback attempts. Seles defended 
herself saying, 'T love to play tennis, and for 
the past two and a half years, 1 have lost all my 
income. I've not received anything from the 
endorsements, and I've never had an 
insurance policy." 

Today. Seles wants to present her own case 
in her own space, a place where she feels, she 
is least safe: the tennis court. "That's the place 
where I'd have no worries. 1 felt comfortable. 
And now, this is the place I feel least safe." But 
she also knows that if she ever makes it she 
has to step on to that specific space. Seles does 
not know what to expect when she finally 
returns to competition She does not know 
when she will regain her form. Her father 
opines by saying, "Maybe tomorrow. Maybe 
never." 

The girl who was ranked no. 1 by the age of 
17, has today grown up to be a woman. But 
she knows that this time she is all alone in her 
race to the top. "I thought, if I don't win this 
match they're going to hate me. I'm bad," 

Seles says about her early days. 

She's still lost, which is why she thinks it is 
important for her to find a way. "I've got to 
the point where I live everyday of my life like 
it's my last. Anything can happen," she 
concludes seriously. 

The giggle may never be the same again.# 
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WHO CAN WIN 
THE US OPEN? 
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PAUL FEIN interviews 
tennis experts JOHN 
LLOYD and PAM 
SHRIVER about who 
they would back 
for winning the men's 

and women's titles 
and who the other 
contenders could be 


hr- 


■ Jr- 


Tht impending return of Monicd 
^cles hds so dominated the news that 
Pete Sampras felt rwfilec ted I win m > 
third straight Wimbledon but Seles 
gets on thi covrroySporis Illustrated 
he Lomplained 

Now tht burning questions are Has 
Monica finally exorcised the demons 
caused by the traumatic stabbing 27 
months ago ’ Will she regain the 
championship torm that produc ed 
seven titles in her last eight Grand 
Slam tournaments'^ And is it 
conceivable that c\ er surprising Seles 
could even win the VS Open alter 
sueh a longabscnce^ 

I asked Pam Shriver a 1^78 US 
Open finalist at 16 about the chances 
of Seles and the rest of the womc n s 
field at Flushing Meadows John I loy d 
a 1977 Australian Open finalist and a 
tennis analyst for HBO-TV offers his 
astute predic tions on a possible 
Agassi Sampras duet plus other 
potential contendc is in the men s 
division 

SPOPTSWORLD About MONK A 
SELl S's return to the pro tour, 
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Martina Navratilova recently said, "I 
wouldn't be completely surprised if 
Seles won the US Open, She's that 
good," is anyone that good to capture 
a Grand Slam title after being away so 
long? 

PAMSHRIVFR Ifanyonris she is 1 
would aj»ree with Martina on ihat 
and T don t agree with my old partner 
on everything Isay ihai because you 
don t loiget how to strike the balk and 
she was the greatest off bol h sides She 
was very balanc ed Her game is a 
relatively simple package Shedoesn i 
have to worry about approac h shots of 
location on serves or her iirst volley 
Herstiategy is simple and 
straightforward lake the ball early, 
hit It hard and hit it wheie they re not 
Also, eveiycine who was theie 2 1 /2 
years ago is there now- -except no one 
IS that much belter ( ertaiiily Arantxa 
and Conchita and Mary Pierce are a 
little mote dangerous but nobody is 
significantly improved So if Monica 
comes back striking the ball well, as 


she did in her exhibition against 
Navratilova and if she has a decent 
lead-up tournament before the US 
Open, she'll be my third favourite to 
win the title 

STEFFI GRAF, despite being plagued 
by more injuries and illnesses than 
any other champion in tennis history, 
reigns as No, 1 again after winning 
the French Open and Wimbledon, Will 
she grab her fourth US Open and an 
18th career Grand Slam singles title 
that would tie her with Navratilova 
and Evert? 

From what I gather she's been very 
distracted since Wimbledon with her 
tax pioblems eic The allegation about 
tax evasion has been a real distiaction 
and her back is bothering her again 
It's a condition that she has had to live 
with fora year, and despite it, she s 
won the last two Grand Slam events 11 
she enters, she will be the lavoriie 
Unlike Wimbledon though, it's a 
surface |Deco-Turf II hardcourts] 



AMERICA'S GRAND SUM 


where her top opponents, such as 
Sanchez Vicario, are more 
comfortable on than they were at 
Wimbledon So Steffi is my very 
narrow favorite 

ARANTXA SANCHEZ VICARIO 
showed more aggression and all-court 
versatility than ever at Wimbledon 
where her thrilling final against Graf 
made her a runner Up at all three 
major tournaments in 1995, Does she 
have enough firepower to retain the 
US Open crown she captured last year? 

She definitely has enough 
fuepower, and more importantly, she 
has enough guts She gets so many 
balls back She is there waiting if 
somebody plays just mediocre tennis 
against her, and chances are she's 
going to win She doesn't have a big. 
punishing shot like the Graf forehand 
or like Seles's groundstrokes or like 
Pierce's power when she's playing 
well But Arantxa does everything 
well And if the match is within her 
grasp usually she finds a way to take 
It That's why Graf's victory at 
Wimbledon was so impressive 
.>anchez Vicario was there at the end, 
but came in second Usually, like last 
year at the US Open, if she's close at 
the end, she will find a way to win it 


CONCHITA MARTINEZ has never 
fared well at the US Open, reaching 
the quarterfinals only once in seven 
tries. Even so, can the No, 3-ranked 
Martinez be ruled out as a possible 
champion? 

You can't ever rule out the No 
3-ranked player in the world. 
Conchita had trouble living with 
being the Wimbledon champion for 
SIX months after she won the title last 
year, and the US Open was in the 
middle of that bad patch. But she 
came out of it this spring, and she's 
only had two losses, both in 
semifinals, in three sets lo Graf at Pans 
and in three sets to Sanchez Vicario at 
Wimbledon She definitely is a 




contender That she hasn't gotten past 
the US Open quarters may be a mental 
thing But she should go in with a new 
attitude She has a new coach, and it's 
the first time Carlos Kirmayr and 
Conchita have worked together So I 
see no reason why she can't put in her 
best career performance at the Open 

MARY PIERCE came of age when she 
crushed Sanchez Vicario to win the 
Australian Open in January for her 
first major title. Since then her results 
have tailed off. But, aren't her 
explosive groundstrokes perfect for 
Flushing Meadows'hardcourts? 

Yeah She should be very 
comfortable there If she gets through 
to the second week and is striking the 
ball the way she can strike it, she's got 
a chance Her high [level of play] is 
extremely high, and she's got to figure 
out how to maintain it and make her 
low a little less low She's still young 
She definitely has the equipment to 
win a US Open She's not my lavonte. 
but I wouldn't be totally shoe ked if she 
won 

JANA NOVOTNA, the best serve and 
volleyerin women's tennis, reached 
the US Open semis in 1994 and now 
rarriksNo. 5. Considering her mental 
ft agility, does she have a chance to go 
all the way? 
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She doesn t at the US Open There 
are too many things that go wrong at 
the Open It can be very windy and 
very hot Theciowdcanbe 
disttacting Too often Jana looks for 
things to go wrong, instead of looking 
for things to go right At the U S 
Open more so than at other 
tournaments, you have to be very 
resilient and put up with an imperfect 
atmosphere For instance, if you play 
in the late afternoon on the stadium 
court, you'll have rubbish blowing 
around You just have to focus, and 
she has problems doing that even in 
ideal conditions But the talent is 
there I ike Lendl, who had a 
reputation for choking, she can turn 
things around She can definitely win 
a Grand Slam title 1 just think the US 
Open isn't her best chance 

Steadily improving KIMIKO DATE 
ranks No. 6 and has gained the 
quarter or semis in five of the last eight 
Grand Slam events. What do you 
foresee for her? 

More of the same She's got a great 
game, and as long as she's healthy, the 
quarters and semis of Grand Slams are 
within her reach Like Seles, she takes 
the ball early and is a baseline banger 
But her game just isn't big enough to 
win one She doesn't have a big 


Staffi Graf mingles with the crowd after 
winning the US Open in '93. The *94 losing 
finaliit is now plagued with personal 
problems and injury, but even now she is a real 
threat 

enough ser\ e For Kimiko to make a 
major breakthrough—^to get to a final 
or win It—she has to have some good 
foriupe in the draw, like three or four 
lop players have to be upset 
Otherwise, she's very much an 
outside shot [to win the title] 

0 

EnigmaticGABRIELA SABATTNI 
won the US Open in 1990, was a 
finalist in 1988 and a semifinalist last 
year. Does underachieving Gaby, now 
25, have one more major title in her? 

It's possible But I don't think she's 
strong enough mentally to win it 
again She's taken a real beating 
mentally by blowing big leads in some 
matches Her serve, although it's 
better than a year ago, is still a weak 
point She doesn't know what she's 
doing on the court 100 percent of the 
lime, whereas m 1990 she knew She 
was an attacking player who was 
moving the ball around and looking to 
approach deep to that backhand 
corner Then she used her athleticism 
much better, especially at the net where 
she's got a great reach and very good 
hands She knew what she was trying 
to accomplish She should be at the 
net a lot more than she is ^Now she's 
conlused sometimes 

Who are your DARKHORSE picks? 

I Lindsay] Davenport She is a bigger 
favorite than Novotna, Date or 
Sabatini Shegrewuponhardcourts 
[m southern California] It should be 
right up her alley She should be more 
used to being the No 1 US player than 
she was last year when she suffered a 
third-round [upset] loss to Mana 
Endo If she does not shy away from 
being the Amencan No 1 player and 
relishes it for a change, she definitely 
has the equipment She is ridiculed 
because she isn't in the physical 
mould of Graf or Martina, but she's in 
a lot better shape than people think 
And very few players can pound the 
ball from corner to corner as well as 
she does If Martina Hingis has the 
right draw, she can certainly get 
through to the fourth round or the 
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quarterfinals 1 d be surpnsed if she 
went further Every great young 
player has a Grand Slam 
breakthrough and it s possible it 
could be this US Open But I think 
she sa half-a-yearaway 

THE MEN'S FIELD 

SPORTSWORLD PETE SAMPRAS 
snapped out of his spring slump by 
capturing his third straight 
Wimbledon title and sixth Grand 
Slam Singles title He covets a lofty 
place in tennis history and often says, 
"People don't remember who finishes 
second " Will he come in first at 
Flushing Meadows this year and grab 
his third US Open crown'^ 

JOHN 11 OYD No I predict Andre 
Agassi will defend his title Pete 
Sampras is my second choice He 
doesn t have a weakness His serve 
although a huge weapon is not as big 
a weapon on slightly slower 
hardcourts as it is on grass at 
Wimbledon On grass it is basically 
unreiurnable when ii s going well On 
hardcourts you can get more of a hit 
against his sei ve and Agassi can give 
him some problems on his service 
games On hardcourts Sampras 
sometimes stays back too much He 
gets involved in baseline rallies which 
he s very good at But he s much more 
effective serving and volleying on the 
quicker points on grass 

AJSfDRE AGASSI Still ranked No, I 
hut deflated a bit after not reaching 
either the French or Wimbledon 
finals, was awesome in winning the 
1994 US Open. Sampras concedes, 
"He's the one guy who, even if I'm 
playing well, can take me down " How 
will tennis' hottest rivalry turn out? 

Agassi will prevail Agassi showed 
absolute brilliance m all his matches at 
Wimbledon until he got 
overconfident towards the end of the 
second set against Becker In fact his 
match against Becker, up to 6-3 4-1 
for Agassi, was the best performance 
I've ever seen from anyone on the 
Centre Court at Wimbledon 
Wimbledon was a huge 
disappointment to him because he 


really believed he was going to vs in it 
But hardcourts give him a slightly 
slower surface where he can return 
serve so well and use all his offensive 
weapons horn the baseline 1 piedici 
he 11 win the US Open 

YEVGFNY KAFELNIKOV, the 
21‘•year-old Russian ranked No 6, has 
an all-court game suited for 
hardcourts, an excellent physique and 
lots of athletic ability Billie Jean King 
said, "He's overdue He should be 
winning some big tournaments " 

Most tennis players on the ATP circuit find this 
«inan invincible The cool Pete Sampras with 
two US Open titles behind him is all set for a 
'three-peat' 


Could Kafelnikov upset the field, oris 
something holding him back? 

I agree with Billie Jean King. He has 
the potential to win a Grand Siam 
event very soon He is an exciting, 
all-couri player But he's not mentally 
strong enough now to win a Grand 
Slam event I don t think he believes 
deep down that he s read> yet That 
was evident when he lost to Thomas 
Muster in the French Open and 
admitted afterwards in the press 
coiilerence that when he went onto 
the toiiit that da> he knew he was 
going to lose He 11 win a Grand Slam 
event relatively soon In 1996. he will 
have a ver> good shot But if not by 
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thea it will happen by 1997. 

GORAN IVANISEVIC the human ace 
machine, has never advanced past the 
fourth round at the US Open in six 
tries. With his explosive game, could 
this he his breakthrough year? 

No. The US Open has far too many 
distractions for Goran who is very 
fragile mentally, to put it mildly. He 
doesn't like the movement aijd the 
noise around the courts, there are too 
many people walking around. He's 
never been comfortable at Flushing 
Meadow, and he's never been 
complimentary about the place. He's a 
good hardcourt player, but not a great 
one. On any surface where players 
can get some of his serves back and pul 
enough balls into the court, he has too 
much time to think. When that 
happens, he makes a lot of errors. 1 
predict Goran will have another 
disappointing US Open 


JIM COURIER has captured four 
Grand Slam titles and only turned 23 
on August 17, but he has fallen out of 
'the Top 10. Likewise, at the US Open 
he's slid from 1991 runnerup to 
semifinalist to fourth round loser to 
second round loser in the past four 
years. What's gone wrong for Courier 
and can he reverse the decline at the 
US Open? 

After he had two or three great 
years, he overtrained and worked so 
hard that he was flat for the next year. 
He lost that eagerness for the game. 
Then he lost his confidence when he 
started losing to people that he had 
been killing for a few years. For 
Courier to win, he has to be mentally 
and physically strong. He doesn't 
have great flair, and he's become too 
prediaable. He has a big forehand, 
and he used to grind people down 
with his fitness and mental strength. A 
lot of the players aren't scared of that 
anymore, and they can hang in there 
with him. The psychological weapon 
is a huge one, and he'slost that fear 
faaor. He'll have quite a good US 

Stfeh in action in the laat year's US final which 
ha lost to Aaasai. Having won a tonmamont 
last nioiilli,1ils canfidanca it at a now high 








Ariimu Sanchtz Vicano after winninfl tba *$4 
US Opan. She is oa a graal rail at prasant and is 
a sariaus cantendar 

Open, but 1 consider that to be a 
semifinal showing 

MICHAEL STICH is loaded with 
talent and dassic strokes but remains 
a puzzling, inconsistent petformer. 
After impressively reaching the US 
Open final last year, he's lost tn the 
third, fourth and first rounds at the 
three Slam events this year Can you 
figure him out? 

1 can't figure him out 1 predicted 
he d have a good Wimbledon, but I 
was completely wrong there He's a 
bookie s nightmare He's almost as 
inconsistent and unpredictable as 
Ivanisevic Stich has tremendous 
talent but mentally he is extremely 
shaky He s what I call a fair weather 
player If the weather is nice and he 
has good breakfast and he feels good 
about his life, he can beat anybody 
On the other hand, if something 
slightly goes wrong, he can lose to 
anybody He needs to get stronger 
mentally and fight harder 111 be 
shocked if he gets to the final 

Tenacious MICHAEL CHAl^G has 
always insisted that hardcourts are 
his best surface although he's a 
French Open champion and 
runnerup on clay. Does little Michael, 
ranked No. 5, have a big enough game 
to win the US Open? 

He has a big enough game if Agassi 
and Sampras somehow are pushed 
out of his path Other than those two, I 
think he would have a great chance 
He's playing very, very well He put in 
a superb effort at the French Open 
But It's hard to believe that both those 
guys will be knocked out of the 
tournament Chang doesn't have 
enough weapons to beat both those 
guys He's one of my favorite players 
to watch because he tiics so incredibly 
hard and runs every ball down I 
would love to see him do well and I 
think he will But 1 can't see him 
winning It 

Since winning the US Open in 1989, 
BORIS BECKER has struggled at 
Flushing Meadows, hitting a 


first-round loss low last year against 
Richey Reneberg. Even so, he recently 
reached the Wimbledon final and 
ranks No 3. Does 27-year-old Boris 
have another US Open title in htm? 

Becker surprised me and a lot of 
people at Wimbledon with his victory 
against Agassi which was one of the 
greatest efforts in the last 10 years at 
any Grand Slam event But 
Wimbledon is his home and grass is 
his surface He's a good hardcoun 
playei, but I don't see him winning 
the US Open again His groundstrokes 
aren't good enough Theie will just be 
too many balls hit back where he'll 
have to rally—unlike the grass at 
Wimbledon He'll have to serve 
incredibly well to have a chance 

Are there any DARKHORSES who 
could reach the semis or even the final? 


1 m a big tan of Wayne Ferreira He 
should do better than he does I like 
his all- round game He s got a big, 
very underrated serve, an excellent 
volley and a powerful forehand He 
moves beautifully He's very 
confident There's no real weakness in 
his game except that he doesn t work 
as hard off the court as the great 
champions do 1 would always put 
him as a potential semifinalist at any 
Grand Slam 1 also like Magnus 
Larsson and young Mark 
Philippoussis Both are dangerous 
players Another guy with a chance of 
producing upsets is Greg Rusedski 
who I'm coaching for the British Davis 
Cup team He's got the fastest serve in 
the world and moves well I also like 
Marcelo Rios from Chile He s very 
talented and has good hands and big 
groundies 1 love the way he plays # 
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Clockwise from top. Everv grand 
slam has its own colour Rod is 
the colour that dominates the 
French Open, green is 
Wimbledon's colour At the US 
Open the colour of Deco Turf II 
provides a sober background to 
the colours that the ball boys and 
girls wear 

A shot from the stadium as the 
sun sets over the Manhattan 
skyline 

The US Open is perhaps the most 
colourful grand slam From the 
skyline to the court surface Even 
the logo which changes every 
year has its splashes of colour 
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BITE THE'BIG 


APPLE'! 


The US Open always has it's own 
flavour... that of New York 
Tommy Hindley gives you a taste 
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Clockwise from top Unlike other 
grand slams at the US Open the 
national flag makes quite an 
exaggerated appearance Every 
American tennis star is 
accompanied on to court with the 
stars and stripes Patriotic 
Sampras peeps from behind the 
US flag 

A classic photograph that typifies 
the US Open A young girl with 
her own racket in hand seems 
pretty content watching the 
tennis Who knows she might |ust 
become a future champion 



34 




35 




DOWN MEMORY 


LANE 


Men's Singles 

<■ ( m «• MM l<v* WMMIM 

1881 R D Sicirs 

1882 K D Scars 
188i K D Sears 

1884 R D Searc 

1885 R D Sears 

1886 R D Sears 

1887 R D Sears 

1888 H Slocum 

1889 U Slocum 

1890 O s Campbell 

1891 OS Campbell 

1892 O S Campbell 
1895 R D Wrenn 

1894 R D Wrciin 

1895 h H Hovey 

1896 R D Wrenn 

1897 R D Wrinn 

1898 M Whiiinan 

1899 M Whiimaii 

1900 M Whttman 

1901 W A famed 

1902 W A Iarntd 
1905 H 1 Dobcriy 

1904 H Ward 

1905 B ( WriKbi 

1906 WJ Clothier 

1907 W A larncd 

1908 W A larntd 

1909 W A lamed 

1910 W A lariud 

1911 W A lamed 

1912 M Mcloughliti 

1913 M Mcloughhn 

1914 R N Williams 

1915 Bill lohnsioii 

1916 R N Williams 

1917 R L Muiray 

1918 R 1 Murray 

1919 Bill lohnsion 

1920 Bill Tilde n 

1921 BillTildcn 

1922 BillTildcn 

1923 Bill I tide n 

1924 BillTilden 

1925 Bill lllden 

1926 Rcnc I acoste 

1927 Rciu Lacoste 

1928 HcnriCochci 

1929 BillTildcn 
19 30 lohnDocg 

1931 I Vines 

1932 h Vines 

1933 Prtd Perry 

1934 Fred Peny 

1935 WilmcT Allison 

1936 Fred Perry 
19 37 Don Budge 

1938 Don Budge 

1939 Hobby Riggs 

1940 Don McNeill 

1941 Bobby Riggs 

1942 FcdSchroedcr 

1943 J R Hunt 

1944 Frank Parker 

1945 Frank Parker 

1946 laek Kramer 

1947 Jack Kramer 

1948 Paneho Gonzale? 

1949 Pancho Gon/alez 

1950 Art Larsen 

1951 Frank Sedginan 

1952 Frank Sedgman 

1953 TonyTraberi 

1954 Vic Seixas 

1955 TonyTrabert 
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THE US OPEN 

ROLL OF 
HONOUR 


1956 Ken Rosewall 

1957 Mai Anderson 

1958 Ashley <-oopc r 

1959 Neale Trasei 

1960 N< lie Frasei 

1961 Roy Emerson 

1962 RodLavir 
196 5 Kalael Osuna 

1964 Roy 1 merson 

1965 Manuel Santana 

1966 Fred Siolle 

1967 I Newcombe 

1968 Arthur Ashe 

1968 Arthur Ashe* 

1969 Stan Smith 

1969 Rod Laver* 

1970 K Rosewall 

1971 Stan Smith 

1972 llu Nasiase 

1973 J Neweoinbe 


1974 J Connors 
^ 1975 M Oranies 

• 1976 J ( onnors 

1977 Guilleinio Vilas 

* 1978 1 Connors 

' 1979 I Mernroe 

T. 1980 I McEnrot 

1981 I MeLnroe 
» 1982 J ( onnors 

^ 1983 1 Connors 

' 1984 J MeFnroe 

I 1985 Ivan Lendl 

4 1986 Ivan I endl 

J 1987 Ivan I endl 

i 1988 Mats Wilander 

5 1989 Boris Becker 

i 1990 Pete Sampras 

1991 Stefan Edherg 

1992 StefenEdberg 

1993 Pete Sampras 

' 1994 Andre Agassi 


I Women's 

' Singles 

^ 1887 Fllen Hansell 

/ 1888 B Townsend 

1889 B 1 ownsend 
< 1890 LC Roosevelt 

^ 1891 Mabel Cahill 

, 1892 Mabel c ahill 

1893 Alinc Terry 
i 1894 HeliiiHellwig 

^ 1895 J Atkinson 

^ 1896 t Moore 

^ 1897 J Atkinson 

f 1898 J Atkinson 

/ 1899 Marion hmes 

k 1900 MyrtU MeAtecr 

* 1901 E Moore 

* 1902 Marion Jones 
1903 F Moore 

I 1904 May Sutton 

{ 1905 L Moore 

I 1906 Helen Homans 

j 1907 Evelyn Sears 

f 1908 M B Wallach 

* 1909 H Hotchkiss 

1910 H Hotchkiss 

1911 H Hotchkiss 

1912 MK Browne 

1913 MK Browne 

1914 MK Browne 

1915 M Bjurstedt 

1916 M Bjurstedt 

j 1917 M Bjurstedt 

^ 1918 M Bjurstedt 

1919 H Wightman 

1920 M B Mallory 

1921 MB Mallory 

1922 M B Mallory 

1923 Helen Wills 

1924 Helen Wills 

1925 Helen Wills 

1926 M B Mallory 

1927 Helen Wills 

1928 Helen Wills 

1929 Helen Wills 

1930 Betty Nuthall 

1931 H W Moody 

1932 Helen Jacobs 

1933 Helen Jacobs 

1934 Helen Jacolis 

1935 Helen Jacobs 

1936 Alice Marble 

1937 Anita Llzana 

1938 Alter Marble 

1939 Alice Marble 
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1940 Alice Marble 

1941 Sarah P Cooke 

1942 Pauline Betz 

1943 Pauline Betz 

1944 Pauline Betz 

1945 Sarah P Cooke 

1946 Pauline Betz 

1947 Louise Brough 

1948 M O duPont 

1949 M O duPont 

1950 MO duPont 

1951 M Connolly 

1952 M Connolly 

1953 M Connolly 

1954 Dons Hart # 

1955 Dons Hail 

1956 Shirley Fry 

1957 Althea Gibson 

1958 Althea Gibson 

1959 Maria Bueno 

1960 Darlene Hard 

1961 Darlene Hard 

1962 M Smith 

1963 Maria Bueno 

1964 Maria Bueno 

1965 M Smith 

1966 Maria Bueno 

1967 BJ King 

1968 M S Court 

1968 Virginia Wade* 

1969 M S Court 
1*^69 M S Court* 

1970 M S Court 

1971 B J King 

1972 BJ King 

1973 M S Court 

1974 BJ King 

1975 ChnsFviri 

1976 Chris Evert 

1977 Chris Evert 

1978 Chns Evert 

1979 Tracy Austin 

1980 C Fvert Lloyd 

1981 Tracy Austin 

1982 C Evert Lloyd 

1983 M Navratilova 

1984 M Navratilova 
1983 H Mandlikova 

1986 M Navratilova 

1987 M Navratilova 

1988 Steffi Graf 

1989 Steffi Graf 

1990 Gabnela Sabatini 

1991 Monica Seles 

1992 Monica Seles 

1993 Steffi Graf 

1994 Arantxa Sanchez 

Men's Doubles 


1881 C M Clark F W 
Taylor 

1882 R D Sears-J 
Dwight 

1883 R D Sears J 
Dwight 

1884 R D Sears J 
Dwight 

1885 R D Sears J S 
Clark 

1886 RD Sears'J 
Dwight 

1887 R O Sears-J 
Dwight 

1888 O S 

Campbell V G Hall 



1889 H. Slocum-H. 
Taylor 

1890 V.G.Hall-C. 
Hobart 

1891 O.S. 

Campbcll-R. 

Huntington 

1892 O.S. 

Campbcll-R 

Huntington 

1893 C. Hobart-Fred 
Hovey 

1894 C. Hoban-Fred 
Hovey 

1895 M.G. Chaco-R.D. 
Wrenn 

1896 CarrB. 
Neel-Samuel R. Neel 

1897 L.E. Ware-G.P. 
Sheldon 

1898 L.E Ware-G.P. 
Sheldon 

1899 H. Ward-D. Davis 

1900 H. Ward-D. Davis 

1901 H. Ward-D. Davis 

1902 R.F 

Doherty-Hugh Doherty 

1903 R.F. 

Doherty-Hugh Doherty 

1904 H. Ward-B. 
Wright 

1905 H. Ward-B. 
Wright 

1906 H. Ward-B. 
Wright 

1907 F. 

Alcxander-H.H. 

Hackett 

1908 F. 

Alexander-H.H. 

Hackett 

1909 F. 

Alexander-H.H. 

Hackett 

1910 F. 

Alexander-H.H. 

Hackett 

1911 R.D. Little-G.F 
Touchard 

1912 M.E. 
McLoughlin-T C. 

Bundy 

1913 M.E. 
McLoughlin-T.C. 

Bundy 

1914 M.E. 
McLoughlin-T.C. 

Bundy 

1915 Bill 

Johnsion-C.J. Griffin 

1916 Bill 

Johnston-C.J. Griffin 

1917 F.B. 
Alexander-H.A. 
Throckmorton 

1918 Bill 
Tildcn-Vinceni 
Richards 

1919 N.E. 
Brookes-Gerald 
Patterson 

1920 Bill 

Johnston-C.J. Griffin 

1921 Bill 
Tilden-Vincent 
Richards 

1922 Bill 
Tilden-Vincent 
Richards 


i l923 BillTilden-Brian 
Norton 
1924 Howard 
i Kinsey-Robert Kinsey 
I 1925 R.N. 

I Williams-Vinccnt 
I Richards 
I 1926 R.N. 

I Willlams-Vincenl 
^ Richards 
I 1927 Bill 
* Tilden-Francis T. 

\ Hunter 

J 1928 George Lon-J. 

J Hennessey 
J 1929 George 
^ Lott-John Doeg 
J 1930 George 
Lott-John Doeg 
! 1931 Wilmer 

ij Allison-John Van Ryn 
1932 Ellsworth 
i Vines-K. Gledhill 
i 1933 George Lott -Les 
h Stoefen 

1934 George Lott-Les 
Stoefen 

j 1935 Wilrner 
^ AllKon-.John Van Ryn 
; 19T6 Don 

i Budge-Gene Mako 
I 1937 G. von 

Cramm-H. Henkel 
; 1938 Don 

Budge-Gene Mako 
i 1939 Adrian 
^ Quist-John Biomwich 
!( 1940 Jack Kramer-Ted 

^ Sthroeder 
; 1941 Jack Kramer-Ted 

4 Schroeder 
j 1942 Gardnar 
i Mulloy-Bill Talbert 
! 1943 Jack 

^ Kramer-Frank Parker 
: 1944 Don McNeill-R. 

'' Falkenburg 
? 1945 Gardnar 

* Mulloy-Bill Talbert 
j 1946 Gardnar 
{ Mulloy-Bill Talbert 
5 1947 Jack Kramer-Ted 

? Schroeder 
I 1948 Gardnar 
i Mulloy-Bill Talbert 
5 1949 John 

j Bromwich-Bill Sidwell 
I 1950 John 
t Bromwich-Frank 
( Sedgman 
I 1951 Ken 
I McGregor-Frank 
i Sedgman 
! 1952 Mervyn 

3 Rose-Vic Seixas 
1953 Rex 

Hariwig-Mervyn Rose 
1954 Vic Seixas-Tony 
Traberi 
1955 Kosei 
Kamo-Atsushi Miyagi 
1956 LewHoad-Ken 
Rosewali 
1957 Ashley 
Cooper-Neale Fraser 
1958 Alex Olmedo-H. 
Richardson 

1959 Neale Fraser-Roy 
Emerson 


J 1960 Neale Fraser-Roy 
J Emerson 
S 1961 Charles 
5 McKinley-Dennis 

I Ralston 
t; 1962 Rafael 
5 Osiina-Antonio 
I Palafox 
I 1963 Charles 
J McKinley-Dennis 
I Ralston 
j; 1964 Charles 
■; McKinley-Dennis 
! Ralston 
j! 1965 Roy 
; Emerson-Fred Stolle 
I 1966 Roy 
J Emerson_Fred Siolle 
I 1967 John 
* Newcombe-Tony 
I Roche 

j 1968 Bob Lutz-Stan 
J Smith 

£ 1968 Rob Lutz-Stan 

^ Smith 

1969 Dick 

: Crealy-Allan Stone 

\ 1969 Ken 

a Roscwall-Fred Stolle* 

1970 Pierre 

j Barthes-Nikki Pllic 
; 1971 John 

I Newcombe-Roger 

> Taylor 

^ 1972 Cliff 

Drysdale-Roger Taylor 
, 1973 O. 

Davidsun-John 

Newtornbe 

i 1974 B<»bLu!/-Stan 
Smith 

i' 1975 Jimmy 
*: Connors-Ilie Nastasc 

> 1976 Many 

« Riessen-Tom Okker 

1977 BobHewilt-Frew 
i McMillan 

1978 Bob Luiz-Stan 
if Smith 

' 1979 Peter 

I Fleming-John 
f McEnroe 
J, 1980 Bob Lutz-Stan 
\ Smith 
\ 1981 Peter 

? Fleming-John 
I McEnroe 
\ 1982 Kevin 

4 Curren-Steve Denton 
I 1983 Peter 
I Fleming-John 
\ McEnroe 
I 1984 John 
? Fitzgerald-Tomas Sinid 

i 1985 Ken 
\ Flach-Robert Seguso 
i 1986 A. 

; Gomez-S.ZIvojinovic 
\ 1987 Stefan 

I Edberg-Anders Jarryd 
^ 1988 Sergio 

I Casal-Emillo Sanchez 
I 1989 John 
I McEnroe-Mark 
I Woodforde 
I 1990 Pieter 
I Aldrich-Danie Visser 
j 1991 John 
I Fitzgerald-Anders 


Jarryd i 1902 J.P Atkinson-M. 

1992 Tim Grabb' 

Richey Rcneberg , 9^3 ^ h. Moore-C.B. 

1993 Ken Hach-Rick Neely 

Leach I J9Q4 ivigy 

1994 Jacco Suiton-Miriam Hall 

Eltingh-Paul Haarhuis | 1905 Helen 

I Homans-C.B. Neely 

Women's i 

Doubles ! 

- 1 908 Evclyii Scars-M. 

I Curtis 

1890 EC. I 190‘> Hazel 

Rooseveli-G.W. | Hotchkiss-E. Rotch 

Roosevelt J 1910 Hazel 

1891 M.E.Cahill-W. | Houhkiss-E. Rotch 

Morgan § 1911 Hazel 

1892 M E. Cahill-A M ? Hoichkiss-E.Sears 

McKinlay | 1912 Dorothy 

1893 AM. I Grccn-M.K. Browne 

Terry-Hatlic Butler I 191 3 M.K. 

1894 H.R Helwig-J.P | Browne-R H. Williams 

Martina Navratilova and Pam Shrivar doDblaa 
winnam. four timaa in '13. *34, '86 and *67 




Atkinson 

1895 H.R. 

HelwIg-J.P.Atkinson 

1896 H. Moore-J P. 
Atkinson 

1897 J.P. 

Atkinson-K. Atkinson 

1898 J.P. 

Aikinson-K. Atkinson 

1899 J.W. Craven-M. 
McAieer 

1900 Edith 
Parker-Haliie 
Champlin 

1901 J.P. Aikinsun-M. 
McAieer 


1914 M.K. 

Browne-R.H. Williams 

1915 Hazel 
Wighttnan-E.Sears 

1916 M. Bjursicdt-E. 
Sears 

1917 M. Bjursicdt-E. 
Scars 

1918 M. 

Zindersiein-E. Goss 

1919 M. 

Zinderstein-E.Goss 


1920 M. 

Zindersiein-E. Goss 



B fl W N MEM O R Y LANE 


1921 MK 

Browne-K H Williams 

1922 M Zinderstein 
Jessup>H Wills 

1923 K McSCane-Mrs 
B C Covcll 

1924 Hazrl 
Wightman-H Wills 

1925 MK Browne-H 
Wills 

1926 Elizabeth 
Ryan-E Goss 

1927 K M Godfree E 
Harvey 

1928 Hazel 
Wlghtman-H Wills 

1929 P Watson-L R C 
Michell 

1930 Betty Nulhall S 
Palfrey 

1931 B Nuthall-E B 
Whittingstail 

1932 Helen Jacobs-S 
Palfrey 

1933 Betty Nuthall F 
James 

1934 Helen Jacobs S 
Palfrey 

1935 Helen Jacobs-S 
Palfrey Fabyan 

1936 MG VanRyn-C 
Babcock 

1937 S Palfrey 
Fabyan-A Marble 

1938 S Palfrey 
Fabyan'A Marble 

1939 $ Palfrev 


fr Fabyan-A Marble 
! 1940 S Palfrey 

{ Fabyan-A Marble 
4 1941 S Palfrey 

i Fabyan-M Osborne 
> 1942 Louise 

* Brough M Osborne 

1943 Louise 

( B rough-M Osborne 

1944 Louise 
Brough M Osborne 

1945 Louise 
Broiigh-M Osborne 

1946 I ouise 
Brough M Osborne 

* 1947 Ionise 
Brough M Osborne 

1948 L Bniiigh-M 
Osborne duPont 

1949 L Brough M 
Osborne duPont 

1950 L Brough M 
Osborne duPont 

1951 Shirley Fry Dons 
Han 

1952 Shirley Try Dons 
Han 

^ 1953 Shirley Fry-Dons 

Halt 

1954 Shirley Fry-Dons 
\ Han 

1955 LBrough-M 
Osborne duPont 

1956 LBrough-M 
Osborne duPont 

. 1957 LBrough-M 

Osborne duPont 


Bueno-Nancy Richey 3 

1967 R Casals-B J ] 

King \ 

1968 Marla 

Bueno-Margaret Coun * 

1968 Marla 
Bueno-Margaret 

Court* j 

1969 Margaret ^ 

Court-Virginia Wade ^ 

1969 Francoise 
Durr-Darlene Hard* 

1970 Margaret 
Court-Judy Dalton 

1971 Rosemary 
Casals-Judy Dalton 

1972 Francoise * 

Durr-Betty Stove 

1973 Margaret 
Court-Virginia Wade 

1974 R Casals-B J 
King 

1975 Margaret 

Court-Virgmia Wade '' 

1976 Linky 
Bosholl Hanna Kloss 

1977 Martina 
Navraiilova-Betty 
Stove 

1978 BilbeUean 
Klng-M Navratilova 

1979 Betty 

Stove-Wendy Turnbull , 

1980 Billie Jean 
King-M Navratilova 

1981 Kathy 
Jordan-Anne Smith 


Stafon Edterg: winner in '91 & '92 

1958 Jeanne 
Arth-Darlene Hard 

1959 Jeanne 
Aith Darlene Hard 

1960 Maria ^ 

Bueno-Darlene Hard 

1961 Darlene 
Hard Lesley Turner 

1962 Darlene ^ 

Hard-Maria Bueno '' 

1963 Robyn 
Fbbern-Margaret 
Smith 

1964 Billie Jean 
Moffitt Karen Susman 

1965 Carole 

Graebner-Nancy ^ 

Richey 

1966 Maria 


1982 R Casals-W 
Turnbull 

1983 Martina 
Navratilova-Pam 
Shriver 

1984 Martina 
Navratilova-Pam 
Shriver 

1985 C 

Kohde Kilsch Helena 
Sukova 

1986 Martina 
Navratilova-Pam-Shnv- 
er 

1987 Martirui 
Navratilova-Pam 
Shnver 

1988 Gigi 
Fernandez-Kobin 
White 

1989 M 

Navratilova-Hana 

Mandlikova 

1990 Gigi 
Fernandez-M 
Navratilova 

1991 Pam 
Shriver Natalia 
Zve reva 

1992 Gigi 
R'rnandez Natalia 
Zvereva 

199 3 Arantxa 
Sanchez-H Sukova 
1994 Gigi 
Fernandez Natalia 
Zvereva 
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CARTCXMS ARTHUR CAROOZO 



READERS' 




QUESTIONS 


i Who was called 
^ Socialism's most 
beautiful face', and 'The 
Brooke Shields from Karl 
Marx Stadt"> 

Name the modern 
sport that boasts 
nine figure salaries and 
budgets larger than some 
developing countries’’ 

Which famous boxer 
acted in the film 'The 
Detective' with Frank 
Sinatra’’ 

Why IS Michael 
Jordon called 
Michael 'Air' Jordan’’ 

Who was the first 
^ boxer from a 
communist country to turn 
professionaP 

AiiswertoQ.No.4 


f -mesE POMMiEsiS 
V F£)BTS..»RICWTFH0M s 
\ W0RP5WRTH5 TO S 
DJLIEVSr 




W 


Gordon Strachan of 
' ^ Scotland and Hugo 
Sancher of Mexico were 
shqwn yellow cards m 
matches against W 
Germany and Belgium 
respectively m the 1986 
World Cup for the same 
reason What was the 
reason 

Tom Tellez coaches 
Carl Lewis Who does 




AmwartolLllki 10 

Ron Roddan coach’^ 

, 'My first ball missed 
«the off peg by a coat of 


varnish. Thank goodness it 
did For cncket would have 
been robbed of one of its 
most gbttermg display'. 
Who said this and about 
what’ 

« y Which tennis star 
. took time and wrote 
Pen Pal, letters to several 
operation Desert Storm 
soldiers dunng the Gulf 
War’ 

In the 1979-80 
. i “.WACATest 
against England, besides 
the aluminium bat 
controversy, Lillee was 
involved in another 
unique incident which is 
now very much a part of 
cricket folklore What was 
the inadent’’ 

, Why was Roy 
^ " Fredencks 

nicknamed 'Cement'? 


ANSWERS 




dpYou wntPfSo 
V *aJowH*J _ 



1. ice skating champion Katerina Witt of 
Germany (erstwhile East Germany). 

2. Formula One motor radng. 

3. Sugar Ray Robinson. 

4. Because he became the basket-baUerwith 
the longest hang time (The time a player 
remains m air). 

5. Lazio Papp of Hungary. 

6. Foroverenthusiastlcgesturesatierscoiing. 

7. Linford Christie. 

8. Maurice Tate said this about Don 
Bradman's historic 334 at Leeds in 1930. 

9. JenmferCaprlatL 

10. Lillee caught Willey bowled Dilley. 

11. Ashescoreda'head'byeboundaiyt^Jeff 
Thomson in 1974 at Brisbaiie. 


I HIS (,)Hi/ ii AS i;i I \ I (),\ii'ii I I) i;\ 
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^ URS has been a very fortunate 

^ * generation to have.had the 

^ opportunity to savour the skills of 
four allrounders of the highest 
class The allrounder of pedigree species, and 
It should surprise nobody that versatility is 
now at a premium in contemporary cricket 
To fill—even partially—the void created by 
the departure of Imran, Hadlee Botham and 
Kapil Dev was always going to he a tall order, 
and so it has proved 

The one player who promises to carry the 
mantle is South Africa s Brian McMillan The 
big man is in many ways the classic 
allrounder A batsman of Test class, he has 
often had the onerous duty of rescuing his 
team after top order collapses As a bowler he 
IS quick and aggressive, and quite capable of 
running through the opposition To complete 
the picture his huge hands make him a 
tremendous catcher in the slips A player of 
his abilities puts his team at an enormous 
advantage 

In a span of three years, McMillan has 
established himself as perhaps the world's 
leading allrounder His large frame, though, 
would require careful looking after and 
protected, as much as it is possible, from 
injuries In a sense he is fortunate that he does 
not have to carry the burden of the attack all 
by himself as South Africa possess a number of 
pacemen of quality With his short run-up, 
flapping hair and prominent shoulder action, 
McMillan is the modern day Keith Miller 

It may not be incorrect to say that the only 
other genuine allrounder in the international 
game today is Manoj Prabhakar 
Combaiiveness as much as skill, has enabled 
this plucky cricketer to emerge from the long 
shadow of his great predecessor, Kapil Dev 
Promotion as opener put his dour batting to 
good use but he still has to prove that he is 
suited to this role on tracks bouncier than 
those found in India 

Prabhakar has developed into one of the 
wiliest medium pacers in the world What has 
depnved him of the cutting edge that would 
have made him a devastating bowler is his 
lack of speed He has never been more than an 
average fielder Prabhakar would fall just 
short of the highest class, and may not have 
much time left to sharpen his skills 
The others are essentially batsmen who can 
bowl, or the other way around bowlers who 
can wield the willow Steve Waugh would 
head the former category Cutting out all frills, 
his g<|ni visage and quiet demeanour make 
40 ' 






Jack of all 
Trades! 

Contemporary cricket has a fair share of all rounders 
of different varieties. But when 
does a hits-and-pieces-cricketer qualify to be a 
genuine all-rounder? 


BY INDRAVIKRAM SINGH 


him the quintessential professional He has 
for long been a world class batsman 
Supposedly suspea against genuine pace he 
left his cntics biting the dust with a 
courageous performance in the final Test 
match which was the singlemost important 
factor in halting the hitherto invincible West 
Indies With his gentle medium pace, Steve 
Waugh has broken many a stubborn 
partnership in Tests, and stifled several 
innings m the on^-dayers yet he has failed to 
emerge as a front-ranking bowler, and cannot 
be considered an integral part of the attack 
His twin Mark is a highly talented batsman 
and a brilliant fielder But he is even more of a 
fringe bowler—^medium pace or off 
spin—than Steve He may bowl the odd useful 
spell but the Austrahans look to him pnmarily 
to match the batting abilities of the Laras, the 
Tendulkars and the Inzamams 
Carl Hooper, ever the enigma, never did full 
justice to his undoubted batting skills 
Extremely graceful, he plays with the full face 
of the bat, and has also the uncanny knack of 
flicking the ball over the m-field on the 
on-side His undoing has been his inability to 
get over his habit of playing rash shots when 
seeiningly weP set He would still been an 
outstanding allrounder if his nippy off-spin 
had turned him into a regular wicket-taker as 
the West Indies pace machine went into 
decline With Hooper it may be a case of lack 
of faith in his own abilities 
No such problems beset Jimmy Adams 
though his has been a strange case He started 
out as a left-arm spinner, turned into a 


wicketkeeper batsman and is now set to 
cement his place as a prolific batsman He is 
also a very sharp fielder at short leg The net 
result of the transformation that his game has 
undergone is that his days as a bowler 


Manoi Prabbakar is tha wiliast mdium fiacar in 
tba wand, his dour baltmg bad providad solidity 
at tha start of tha innings 



41 







Amnatbeyomigarlolof effeciively set in lo be over 

‘Jf »ht hots It rs with the ability to get some 
potent match winning runs ds will itu oik who ionics closest to 

all rounder for England bcinj^d ^tmiiru dllroundt i isobviously 

Wasim Akrain I lit le can be no dispute that 
he IS a bowk i ol the highest class, both in 
Tests tis well as tlu one dayers As an 
attacking lelt .inn paceman he will rank as 
one ohhe gicaicsi in histor> He is also 
capable o! hilling the ball a long way and has 
liinu d d( tcat iiilo v icloiy for Pakistan with 
thi hai on the odd occasion Yet ihere"is no 
consisicnc> ol an> sort in his run gelling and 
inan> may rale him as a slogger at best 
Whereas Imian Khan was able lo apply his 
mind lo the task of halting, Akram has clearly 
not been able to 

Winsion Benjamin at times looks the part of 


a genuinely quick West Indies paceman, and 
at limes a decent lower-order batsman He 
has however not sustained his performances 
in either role and is likely to fade away like 
many West Indian allrounders of the 
post-Sobers era 

Among the younger lot, the man to look 
out for IS Darren Gough A perky paceman 
and cavalier batsman, he looks likely to 
succeed where others like Phil Defreitas and 
Chris I cwis failed to step into the shoes of the 
irrepressible Ian Botham New Zealand's 
Shane 1 homson has shown considerable 
ability with the bat He had aspirations to 
become a paceman as well, but has had to 
settle for the off-spinner's role without 
exceptional success Richard Hadlee was 
perhaps a lesser allrounder than his three 




great rivals because of infenor batting ability 
It seems it will be a while before a real 
ailrounder emerges from his land 

One who is fast developing into a left-arm 
paceman of quality is Chaniinda Vaas of Sri 
Lanka, and his batting too has shown 
promise We shall have to wait a while to see if 
he turns into a good allrounder Zimbabwe 
had a fine ailrounder in former skipper 
Duncan Fletcher Whereas some fine batsmen 
and bowlers from that country are beginning 
to make their mark, not any with alltfuind 
prowess has caught the eye 

The business of being an ailrounder is not 
an easy one Invariably one. or the other 
department gets neglected A genuine 
ailrounder must be capable of scoring a 










century and also taking five wickets in an 
innings Only if he does so frequently at the 
highest level can he hope to join the ranks of 
the greats An ailrounder is possibly the most 
vital element of a team He helps provide 
depth to the team s batting, and his presence 
gives the option to his skipper to indulge in the 
luxury of including five frontline bowlers 

There have not been many of this tribe 
down history The greatest names of the early 
era would be the indomitable Dr W G Grace 
the Australians George Giffen and Monty 
Noble, and Englishmen Frank Wooley and 
Wilfred Rhodes They were followed by 
post-War heroes like Keith Miller and Vinoo 
Mankad. and then Trevor Bailey. Alan 
Davidson. Richie Benaud and Trevor 
Goddard, and arguably the greatest of the all. 
Gary Sobers Then came the Big Four of the 
seventies and the eighties Mike Procter and 
Clive Rice, sadly, missed out as a result of the 
ban on South Africa 

Young allrounders will always be judged by 
the standards set by these stalwarts It will 
take cncketers of outstanding ability to match 
them Hopefully we will have a few soon # 


As an attacking lafl-ann 
bowlar Wasim Akram will 
rank at ona of the graatast 
in history and hit 
twashhuckling batting has 
propallad Pakistan to many 
a famous victory 
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MVe Always 
Been A Loner" 

The fans cheer his drives, clap his putts and salute his genius. But love him, 
they don't. Stuck with the title of 'the most remote superstar in sport', the 
champion golfer says he is trying to lighten up, but doesn't intend becoming 
a clown 


BY NICK FALDO 



Faldo: One of the most Itihal 
drivora in fho world 


J J ’’Y" have always pul golfing 
^ ^ ■ greatness before popularity Fm 

I not going to put on a red nose for 
JL^thc sake of it 

Tve always been a loner It goes back to my 
childhood the only son of doting parents, 
you could say 

I have always been content with my own 
company and was able to amuse myself for 
hours when I was a child 
The solitude of the practice ground and the 
hours spent there building a golf swing are a 
pleasure to me, whether in the early days after 
taking up the game, or later, when I took my 
swing to pieces and created another one 
I was an only child I believe that was the 
singlemosi, important factor in the 
development, of that part of my character 
which led me to become a champion golfer 
I was the apple of my parents' eye and 
received total encouragement, in the pursuit 
of whatever interest—usually sporting—^that 
grabbed me 

Home was a council house in Knella Road, 
Welwyn Garden City Dad worked on the 
finanaal side of ICI Plastics and mum was in 
the clothing business as a cutter and pattern 
designer They were never well off and 
certamly never had much cash to spare for 
expensive holidays or dinners out in nice 
restaurants 

However, when I found a new pastime, 
whether it was fishing, cycling, cricket or golf, 
they always managed to find the money to 
buy me a decent piece of equipment 
Moie than some kids 1 knew, once I took up 
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Tilt BrMsh pro wNh bit caddy Faimy Syntsoon 

an activity, it kept me occupied for weeks, 
months, maybe years. 

Maybe I was aware that some sacrifice had 
been necessary to give me a fishing rod or 
cricket bat, so 1 had better make good use of it. 

1 had an innate curiosity as to how things 
work, and down the years comparisons have 
been drawn between the way I took a new 
bicycle to pieces and what I did with my swing. 

I have tried to lighten up, but I'll never be a 
Lee Trevino, will I? 

There are players with reputations for being 
the funny men of golf who only turn it on for 
the cameras, trying to give a false impression 
of themselves. 

That's bullshit, the kind of thing I despise. 
People pretending to be what they're not for 
the sake of a few laughs. 

People don't really want to know me. But if 
they can't be bothered to take a step closer to 
see the real me, then so be it. 

I never push myself, but, if other players 
want to come up and have a chat about things 
then I am delighted. 

Earlier this year, I criticised players willing 
to perform in 'the comfort zone.'* 

Yes, that's true, but when I criticise, I try to 
be constructive. I was trying to rile them into 
thinking "I'll show Nick Faldo that he's 
talking rubbish"—if that's the way they want 
to take it. To put everything into the game for 
10 years is not too much of a sacrifice. At least 
when I retire, I can say I tried everything I 
blooming could. 

By that I mean I tried everything to be the 
best. Everything I could. But they don't. They 
don't work hard enough, they don't praaise 
enough. 

They should be working their butts off. I 
can't think of any one sportsman who hasn't 
got there through hard work. Not one. 

If you work hard enough for long enough, 
you'll get there. 

There's talent involved, of course. You've 
got to have the gift. Maybe what's lacking in 
some of the others is that they don't have the 
desire to be the best. 

But you know, if you are not good at 
bunker shots you can stand in a bunker for 
days until you get it right. 

That's what I can't understand. Why people 
lack the dedication to do that. 

I don't expect people to like me. What I 
want them to do is to one day say: I saw Nick 
Faldo play—and he was good"! 

ASIA FEATURES 
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NEWS IN PICTURES 


Right Paul Gaacoigne'a pragnant 
girlfrland hat turned down his 
proposal of marrisjgo—sparking 
a blazing hust-up The couple 
have not spoken to each other for 
nearly a fortnight it was revealed 
recently Gascoigne.saidtobe 
shocked and heartbroken at the 
re|action, is in Glasgow while 
Sheryl Kyle has returned to their 
home in Hertfordshire Sheryl, 30, 
snubbed lover Pours request 
despite the fact sha is nearly two 
months pregnant The couple 
discussed their future on holiday 
•arlier this month in Mauritius 
and Florida with Sheryl's 
children Bianca, eight and 
Mason, five 
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Riyilt Nio«l Bann oM tha naws 


Hit ttrickan victim Garald 
McClailan is galiig hama and that 
maant Ban can pian at last to visit 
tha Amarican worid tMa 
challangarhapiitintoacoma iast 
Fahniary. If s waight oR Bann's 
mind bafara tha East Hammer 
dafandadhisWBC 

r-middlawaight tMa against 
lianio Nardiallo {nia 
two fact off in this pictura). Bann 
said: '*You'va na idaa how 

r leasad I am to hoar this. N moans 
can gat to go and saa him. I didn't 
want to do that whan ha was in 
hospital in London bacausa his 
family wars around him and I 
didn't want to risk an 
ambarraning scone. I know ha's 
still got a Iona way to ao but if s 
0000 he's walking.” Although 
Gerald has shown a lot of 
improvement and has movement 
in both Bnns< as wall as being 
able to walk with help, it is 
believed he has lost most of his 
hearing and eyesight 
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FORMULA 

FUN! 

A look at the competitive world of 
Formula One racing in a lighter vein 


Left The Monaco Grand Prix is a street circuit running right through 
Monte Carlo This year funnily enough both Damon Hill and Michael 
Schumacher were fined for speeding 


Bottom Quiz question What does this cartoon show^ The hints are 
there Round 16 is always the final race of the Grand Prix calendar 
traditionally held in Adelaide Australia (Kangaroo country) 














Top: An artist's impression of the 
rivalry between Hill and 
Schumacher 


Right: A pre-race 'jam* among the 
top drivers before this year's 
German GP. Unfortunately it 
wasn't Hill who played 'lead' but 
itwasSchumacnerlin 
background) who did 



CARTOONS BY CHRISTIAN GIGLIO/ 
COURTESY ICN 
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Uncorked 

I T was indeed refreshing to see a 
new hero emerge in the 
cricketing world who answers to 
the name of Dominic Cork.' His 
stupendous performances 
against the West Indies had 
proved that England at last has 
found a bowler of international 
stature. 

But what is a little unfair is that 
the public and the British media 
have started comparing him to 
Ian Botham Dominic Cork has a 
long way to go and such 
comparisons only serve to put 
unneessary pressure on the 
upcoming bowler. 

Here's hoping, for English 
cricket's sake, that Cork 
continues with his 
match‘Winning ways. 

INDRANISARCAR, 

Calcutta 


The Rightness of 
Things 


M uch brouhaha is being 
raised over Monica Seles' 
comeback after 820 days of 
hibernation Giving her top 
seeding along with Graf for a 
limited period may be in the 
rightness of things But will her 
willpower triumph over the 
trauma and its aftereffeas, and 
keep her at the pinnacle*^ That's a 
billion dollar question? 


MITRAJ ENJETi 
Hyderabad 


Brouhaha 


associated PRESS 



TAKING THE DIVE 


W HAT'S this brouhaha of 
Imran, Jemima and 
Pakistan? Who cares about them 
anyway? No more hypoaisy 
please 
^AMISHRA, 
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Who said nwrriagas ora mada in haavan? Thay ara also amda 
'undofwator. Thasa dhrars, a ana and a wranMn, lavod thair sport 
so much, that whoa thay doeidod to gat nwrriad, thay docidad to do 
it undaiwatar. Tha placard says, 'I Do' in Italian. You could try it in 
India, hut than you will hava to know a photographor who knows 
diving 




MONEY TALK 


A couple of weeks ago there 
was a lot of buzz in the 
Foimula One grapevine 
regarding the deal of the 
century One Mr Michael 
Schumacher was all set to dictate the 
terms for the drivers transfer market 
for the forthcoming season This 
driver had even gone public saying 
that the bidding tor him by any team 
would start at $20 million It was 
rumoured that after negotiations this 
26-year-old German could well 
obliterate the salary-record of $23 
million held by the late Brazilian 
legend Ayrton Senna 
Suddenly it was neither a buyer s 
market nor a seller s market The F1 
circuit and the sport itselt had become 
Schumacher s market and he was the 
one who decided how the fortunes 
would fluctuate in the FI circuit 


Mega bucks and 
the signing of transfers 
for the coming 
season took the spotlight 
away from the actual 
racing on the Formula 
One circuit as 
Damon Hill gets back to 
his winning ways 

BY K O JACOB 

There were even rumours which 
onginated irom the Italian racing 
press that Ferrari was iiying to woo 
Schumacher with a very tantalising 
and hitherto unprecedented $30 


million It was neither accepted nor 
rejected at the time by Team Ferrari or 
Schumacher 

Then came a biief press report from 
the Ferrari camp saying that they had 
indeed signed on Schumacher for a 
two year contract They provided no 
details of the deal though it was 
common belief that Schumacher had 
signed on the dotted line for $24 
million for each year and that the deal 
provided the 94 champion with an 
option for an extension into a third 
year 

It was not a bad deal at all foi 
Schumacher considering the fact that 
he comes from a very middle class 
upbringing in the town of 
Hiirth Hermuhlheim where in the 
early days his father built chimneys to 
supplement income from managing 
the go kart track wheie Schumacher 
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Jacques Villeneuvre has replaced David 
Coulthard as the second driver for team 
Rothmans Williams Renault for the '96 season 

Ir. sioriod racing at the age i)f four. It 
was pr()[>al)ly the l>esl thing that 
happened to Sc.humacher since he 


even thought of calling it a day Irom 
F1 racing on a couple of occasions last 
year; once after Senna's death at 
Imola and later after he was slapped 
with a two-race suspension by the 
FIA. He seriously toyed with the idea 








I of retiring from FI and moving on to 
the Indy car circuit. 

Schumacher who calls himself, "the 
most unusual Formula One driver" is 
all set to become a legend in the likes 
of Ayrton Senna and Alain Frost. With 
him at the helm of their driving team, 
Ferrari will be looking to regain their 
lost glory once again, having won the 
Constructors Championships way 
back in 1983. 

While the harsh spotlight of the 
media was focussed on Michael 
Schumacher, there were other 
happenings which were not paid 
much attention to. Even the 
reemergence of Damon Hill who came 
back to his winning ways at the 
Hungarian GP, did not incite much 
enthusiasm. It was the third GP win 
for Hill this season, and it served to 
reduce the points gap between 
Schumacher and him to H points 
with seven rounds of the 

OanMin Hill made amends at 
the Hungarian GP 
by winning it in style 







Championship still remaining. 

Ii was finally time to smile again for 
team Rothmans Williams Renault and 
team boss Frank Williams, when their 
top driver Damon Hill took the 
chequered flag after 77 laps at 
Hungaroring with teammate David 
Coulthard coming second. Damon 
Hill who last won a GP on the 30th ol 
April at San Marino, and who recently 
became a father for the third time, was 
all too pleased to be back in the 
reckoning once again. The driver who 
was really dejected after the 
Hungarian GP was Schumacher. 
Schumacher was cruising in 
second place, behind Hill, when his 
Renault powered Benetton stopped. 

It was indeed a crucial race for Hill 
because he had realised that he would 
have to win the Hungarian GP to 
stand a realistic chance of preventing 
Schumacher from retaining a second 
consecutive Drivers' Championship. 
This race also served to atone for Hill's 
misdeanours in his past tour races in 
which he did not finish thrice. 


This win certainly served to bolster 
Hill's sagging confidence and his ego 
got a massive boost. Hill, though 
touted as the only driver within the 
present crop who could wrest the 
Championship away from 
Schumacher earns only about half 
what Schumacher gets paid. The 
signing of Canadian Jacqties 
Vilicneuve (whose late lather was also 
a Formula One ace driver, as Hill's 
was) as the second driver tor team 
Rothmans Williams-Renauli again 
did precious little to uplift Hill's fragile 
psyche. After a bad streak Hill 
probably saw this signing as a threat to 
his credibility, considering the fact 
that Villeneuve has had a terrific Indy 
car season last year, and is currently 
leading the circuit. With this all 
important win,Hill has proved that he 
has not lost his mettle and still has it in 
him to triumph. 

David Coulthard, Hill's teammate 
for this year will probably join 
McLaren lor the coming season where 
his lead driver would most probably 


be Gerhard Berger. Jean Alesi who 
raced this season for Ferrari now joins 
the Benetton team for the '96 and '97 
seasons. 

With all these transfer deeds being 
signed, the focus has indeed shifted 
from the action on the tarmac, and the 
wheeling-dealing will continue till the 
end of the season. Schumacher has 
got his deal out of the way and can 
now concentrate on winning this 
year's Championship. 

Schumacher recently said in an 
interview to Sports Illustrated "I have 
never seen myself out of control, 
which is how people view me—they 
say 1 am a machine, 1 never get out of 
control. It is my personality to be in all 
situations, under control." The 
statement surely puts Schumacher's 
character into perspective and it will 
come as no surprise if he wins the 
Championship tor the second 
consecutive lime, as he has the 
scenario pretty much in control. 

That is, if Oarnon Hill has no 
surprises up his sleeve. #_ 





THE COURTS OF BABYLON Tales 
of Greed and Glory in the Harsh New 
World of Professional Tennis By 
Peter Bodo 480pages New York 
Charles Scribner's Sons $25 


lirsi defaults in the 
f 109-year history of 

Wimbledon shook up that 
staid bastion of genteel 
tradition soon after The Courts of 
JBaby/on was published m June Of the 
three players defaulted the infamous 
Jeff Tarango caused the ugliest 
incident Infuriated by the chair 
umpire's decision, Tarango verbally 
abused him, yelled Shut up' at the 
jeering crowd and stalked off the 
court Unrepentant he later accused 
the umpire^*—whom his equally 
hot-headed wife slapped in the face 
and pinched—of being' the most 
corrupt official in the game 
How did tennis, once considered a 
gentleman's game, degenerate into a 
hardly recognizable sport too often 
sullied by loutish players, abusive 
fathers, exploitative coaches and 
agents, burned-out wht/ kids 
rampant commercialism, conflicts of 
interest and political warfare^ 

Peter Bodo, a respected insider who 
has covered the sport for Tennis 
magazine for more than 20 years, 
provides honest, revealing answers in 
his entertaining Tales of Greed and 
Glory in the Harsh New World of 
Professional Tennis (the book's 
subtitle) Bodo condemns today's 
court barbarians and longs for the 
manners and morals of the good old 
amateur days Yet he also praises the 
"good" tennis fathers of stars Chris 
Evert, Evonne Goolagong, Tracy 
Austin and Monica Seles, the Davis 
Cup spint and patriotism Stefan 
Edberg embodies, and less-known 
hero Steve Denton, a self-appointed, 
one-man "jerk patrol" who enforced 
tennis' traditional code of honour 
Finding John McEnroe's behaviour 
objeaionable on a few occasions, 
Denton once put down his racket and 
invited McEnroe up to the net for a 
more intimate confrontation 
McEnroe declined. And Denton beat 
him the next time they played. For 
S4 


Edbarg it one of tho fow gontloinon playon on 
thoTour 


Bockor't constant linearity and humility hat 
ondoarod him to hit Gonnan fans 


refusing to tolerate the antics of jerks, 
Denton was voted the ATP 
Sportsmanship Award for 1982 
The unifying theme of The Courts 
of Babylon is the radical change that 
the arrival of Open Tennis unleashed 
in 1968, particularly the corrupting 
effects of big money and aggressive 
commercialism "The system stinks," 
McEnroe admitted "There've been 
matches when my behaviour was so 
outrageous that I should have bWn 
defaulted, but I'm such a big drawing 
card that no tournament director is 
going to shoot himself in the foot by 
defaulting me " Not until the 1990 
Australian Open, anyway, when 
McEnroe went one point penalty too 
far and was kicked out 
Bodo rightly decries the "moral 
neutrality" prevalent today and 
writes, "An opinion can be a terrible 
thing to have " His strongest, most 
dogmatic opinions center on the 
woman's tour which he claims has 
turned into "an ugly, smoking 
battlefield of abuse, greed and 
venalitv " To rectify what he 
considers "the most underreported 
story in tennis in our time," Bodo 
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devotes threerhapters to ''The Gals of 
Babylon " 

For the "adultification of children/' 
Bodo blames ambitious and often 
avaricious parents—the scary, 
aggressive tennis dad (who, like Jim 
Pierce and Stefano Capnati, often 
quits his modest job) has replaced the 
traditional stage mother—tough 
agents, the misguided, capitulating 
Women's Tennis Council (WTC) 
which bent the rules to allow Jennifer 
Capriati to turn pro at 13, tournament 
promoters, sponsors and the public's 
thirst for novelty and celebrity Sadly, 
the effervescent Florida ingenue 
turned into a stressed-out sullen 
rebel at 16 and is now a two-year 
dropout from the tour at 19 Although 
the minimum age eligibility rules 
have been raised Bodo doubts tennis 
fathers will change as long as they 
believe that big rewards warrant big 
risks for their young daughters 

Bodo claims that the majority of the 
top ten women at one point were 
lesbians, and then offers very little 
proof He argues that since the 
self-contained women s tour often 
gives a female player only two 
available choices for forming a sexual 
relationship—^her much older male 
coach or a fellow player—' the female 
player's way of life rapidly begins to 
militate against her cultivation of 
traditional heterosexual 
lelationships " And since the top 50 or 
so players enjoy healthy incomes and 
their only significant problems are 
emotional ones, Bodo controversially 
theorises "Many women who may 
not be biologically programmed as 
lesbians make their lives complete, if 
not necessarily whole, by becoming 
gay This decision represents a total 
surrender to the demands of the 
profession " 

Bodo makes an unfounded 
allegation when he says "Some of the 
most well-known and respected 
coaches in pro tennis have had 
intimate relations with one or more of 
their pupils " That may well be true, as 
Michael Mewshaw persuasively, if 
not conclusively, contended in his 


1993 expose. Ladies Of The Court 
Grace and Disgrace on the Women's 
Tour But Bodo marshals no evidence 
Bodo's profiles of recent 
champions—^which he early on 
acknowledges can be overly kind or 
overly cntical—are fascinating and 
often provocative 

On Ivan Lendl "Occasionally the 
frequent comment that Lendl was an 
automaton, a high-tech robojock, 
bothered him, but not that much He 
knew all along that pan of him was 
indeed like that, and the best thing he 


could do was put it to good use and go 
about building himself one heck of a 
record as a tennis player, one heck of a 
nice life " 

On Chris Evert and how she was 
haunted, often painfully, by her 
image "She was called prissy, but she 
became earthy and worldly She was 
thought of as cold, but she had a 
noteworthy capaaty for empathising 
with those who were different or even 
threatening to her (She was, and 
remains, good friends with her mam 
rival, Martina Navratilova ) She was 
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Chris Evert has always bean haunted by her so 
called pure and prissy image 

accused of being tough, but, well, she 
was tough At the same time, she was 
fair-minded and an exemplary sport'' 

On Boris Becker "Becker's results 
satisfied traditional Germans but over 
the years a very different kind of 
German has also come to love him, 
accepting his occasional » 
wrongheadedness, his lapses to less 
than heroic conduct and despite a 
significant amount of racist backlash, 
even his relationship with the 
daughter of an African-American GI 
and a German mother, Barbara Feltus 
My feeling is that he won Germans 
over because Germans are pretty 
much like everyone else They are 
moved by sincerity and they can tell 
honesty from evasiveness " 

On Billie Jean King The important 
thing about L Affair Barnett was not 
that Billie Jean was a lesbian but that 
she had conducted her affairs in a way 
that ultimately created a shocking 
mess I can think of lots of reasons to 
mistrust Billie Jean and even some for 
resenting her in the same way that she 
always lesented almost all of the 
tennis establishment but it s kind of 
pointless because in the end Bilie Jean 
was bruised as much as she bruised 
manipulated as oiten as she 
manipulated " 

On John McEnroe and his 
biography, A Rage for Perfection 
"Essentially, the book was an 
extended apologia for McEnroe, based 
on [author Richard] Evans s theory 
that McEnroe's boorish and often ugly 
behavior was the result of his own 
nature as a genius and a perfectionist 
surrounded by dullards and 
incompetents The book was 
interesting, and utterly offensive to 
those people who believed that 
McEnroe's talent or personality did 
not exempt him from having to 
observe the same standards of 
conduct and decency as anyone else in 
or out of tennis " 

Bodo's opinions truly can be a 
terrible thing to have, especially when 
they amount to serious but unproved 
accusations While rightly 



denouncing the praaice of giving 
guarantees (albeit legal now on the 
ATP Tour), Bodo paying short shrift 
to the tremendous depth of talent 
charges Whenever a top player loses 
in an early round in a tournament that 
IS just below Grand Slam or ATP Tour 
championship series level you can 
almost bet that he was just showing 
up to collect his apjiearance fee 
Bodo s laudable compassion for 
Seles distorts his judgement when he 
unfairly asserts that she was stabbed 
in the back twice—once by 
IGuenther] Parche and once by her 
fellow playcis In iruih several 



PEOPLE ARE TALKING... 

GREG HIU. a lE^yoar-old hottiMt proipact at tha Nick Bottattiari Tannis 
Aeadanay. talluifl 'GO Mlnutas" prograai latarvianvar Marity Safw haw 
aiuch RMHiey ha'll ha aaraing at aga 20 ar 21: 

“Of course. I'm going to have an image, which is going to get me five 
million (dollars) a year or so Then I'll have my game which will 
hopefully brmg in a couple of ijiUlion So around seven or ten 
million a year would be great Of course, I've got to think of an 
image for me Like Agassi, he was the rebel Couner, he was the 
animal I'm pretty intense I'm about as Amencan as you can be So 
that's going to help me They need someone like me who is really 
gomg to fire up the game'' 


R. EMMETTTYRREtJL.mH a tyndicataGcoliiiiMiisL crMefaiBg the British 
for eomplaining that gantloaiaRlv, thraa-thna WhahMoa ehaaip Pata 
GaaiprasiabariRg: 

"Well, perhaps we should not judge them harshly There are 
Ainericar sports fans who find Sampras boring, too. In fact, there 
are large numbers of so-called sports fans all over the avUized world 
who attend events to be entertained, and neither superb execution 
nor qiortsinanship satu^es them They are oblivious to that which 
makes sports worthy of an intelligent person's attention These oafs 
sit in the stands m antidpadon of vulgarity, brutaUty and 
embarrassment. .After cnngiog over the deplorable condua of my 
countryman, McEnroe, I take heart in Sampras' manners and his 
colossal aehievements. Possibly, the long dedtne in manners that 
began in Aiherican athletks with MuHanunad Alt And Joe Namath 
isower." 


JI6HIV MaSNBBChadortiiM^ Mimaf a a«hNiMe«iifa^^ 
whathahalhwaihaafMaTator^pra hl aaiaa ra; 

wl^ Ijlxiew Tidio could make dumgea. It'S hard to really say 


whp'aht dtatgtu them are so inaay lactlims. You've got the 

USTAttyhbB td{»oieclthe U.S, OptKtwSA pou'va gi» dw pet^le at 
tfaeflH tllu^^akiitttf covaes themijors 

don't 
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Ivan Lendl the Czech robot put his surly, sullen 
imaae to good conunorciel use 


caring fellow pla>crs tried to reach her 
but to no avail just as Sties had 
unsucccssiully incd lo kdll Nancy 
Kt I rigan aftcr the ligure skating star 
had Ik cn attacked 

Fora noted veteran tennis 
journalist Bodo is ginlty ot a 
suipnsing number ot factual errors 
and misspelled names—I counted a 
total of 22—m addition lo untenable 
assertions For example hesaysl97()s 
standout Raul Ramirtv was one of the 
be -it playt i s never to win a Grand 
Slam singles title when the mercurial 
Mexican reached only three 
scmitinals in 31 Grand Slam events 

All things considered Fbe Courts of 
Babylon is thoroughly engrossing and 
occasionally quite humorous One 
anecdote epitomised how Jimmy 
Connors both created and reflected 
the new law and raunchy values of 
professionalism Watching sinittmg 
fist-pumping Jimbo, then 39 exploit 
the frenzied crowd during his 
astonishing semifinal run at the 1991 
U S Open, Bodo asked Arthur Ashe 
' So, Arthur what's the bottom line’? 

Is Jimmy Connors really just an 
asshole'?" 

Ashe pondered the question for a 
few moments before he replied, 

"Yeah But he's my /a vovnte asshole " 

Compiled by Paul Fein 
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VARIETY 


drowning. I developed this backstroke that let 
me swim with one arm while supporting my 
co-star underwater with the other. For really 
sinkable men, they used to build platforms 
under the water so that they could pretend to 
swim but really walk along the bottom of the 
pool." Esther was so grateful when she finally 
found a co-star that could swim, she married 
him. She and Fernando Lamas lived happily 
ever after. 

Such deception would never do today, but 
then men arc not great synchronised 
swimmers. There are some, it appears, in 
France and Sweden but somehow the 
spectacle of hairy legs and knobbly knees 
proudly arching in the water has limited 
appeal. Meanwhile the girls get on with it and 
despite the smirks and the chuckles, this sport, 
"synchro" to aficionados, is growing in 
popularity and since it first appeared in the 
Los Angeles Olympic Games, the first gold 
going to Hawaiian water star Tracy Rui/, more 
and more young female swimmers want to 
have a go. 

And "young" is the operative word. One of 
Britain's most successful synchro swimmers, 
Carolyn Wilson, was thought to be quite 
elderly when she finally retired at 26; so when 
the tabloid press calls them water-babies it is 
not too far wrong. The girls in training in 
municipal pools up and down the country lor 
the chance to go to the next Olympics are all 
around 17 or 18, but the most exciting British 
hopeful, Kerry Shacklock, is already 2 ^ years 
old. Kerry, the only British synchro swimmer 
to have found herself a sponsor. (Silkience 
Shampoi)) and to have had the opportunity to 
train with the Japanese who have taken to the 
sport like, (sony), ducks to water, is 
considered the girl most likely tc^ succeed 
come 1996. 

If she and her team-mates are going to do 
anything at all they must set themselves a 
rigorous training programme. Tlu’y will have 
to do actual pool tiaining cfaily. swimming up 
and down, lor about live to eight hours a day. 
Then there is a jogging session, a couple of 
hours walking through routines, half an hour 
of llexibiliiy exercises, weight training and 
when they are out there to perform, they are 
expected to be like ballet-dancers and make 
the whole thing look elloriless. 

Actually, synchro swimmers have more in 
common with ice-skaters than anyone else. 
Lil|e skaters they are judged by a panel with 
marks lor technical expertise and creative 
interpretation. Like skaters they must learn a 
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Synchronised swimming, set repertoire of compulsory figures. There are 
i^oduc^ in the '84 Los 35 of these with names like Porpoise, Heron, 
Ims Srelt te^^^ Albatross Spinning and, Eiffel Tower. When 

they are in competition the girls could be 
asked to do any six out of the 36 compulsory 
figures and they are more difficult than the 
scoffers might think. Would you believe that 
an Albatross can spin in at least 50 different 
ways? 

As for the final marks, the girls are judged 
only by what appears above the water; 
whatever they've got to do down below is of 
no concern to anyone. They may be holding 
their breath for a phenomenal length of time; 
Tracy Ruiz could stay submerged for what was 
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considered in 1984 an incredible 53 seconds. 
Today's girls can and do stay under water a full 
minute sometimes, and while this may make 
the people in the audience catch their breaths 
(if you'll excuse the expression), in 
competition terms, it couldn't matter a damn. 
"They, the fans, don't have a panel of judges 
sitting on the bottom of the swimming pool," 
was the caustic comment of one of the coaches. 

What the competitors do have to 
accomplish is a display of grace, technique and 
ability—all in perfect unison and in time to 
the music, which they hear via an underwater 
speaker. When they are doing their figures 


What the 
competitors do 
have to 

accomplish is a 
display of grace, 
technique and 
ability all in 
perfect unison 
and in time to the 
music 


they have to wear plain black swimsuits and 
while caps It'sonly when they puton a 
display, either as a duet or a team that we see 
the stiffened hair>do's, accomplished, I 
understand, with lots and lots of gelatine, the 
same stuff as you use in cooking; the 
clipped-on hair accessories and the glitzy 
costumes, made, most of the time, by the 
mums, who, if there were sequins, would 
have sewn them all on by hand. It's at this 
stage that the comparisons between Esther 
Williams and all her show biz razzmatazz 
inevitably come to mind. And because ol this 
show-business side to it, synchronised 
swimming has never been taken seriously. ^ 
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WORLD OF TENNIS 


How To Watch siisss?* 

^ how to make TV 

Tennis On TV 







FOOTWORK 


Uft 

Graf constantly bouncas up and down on har 

toot 

Below 

Ghana Master of porcantago tannis. both in 
offonsa and dofonso 



<HIS IS the least discussed and most undervalued area of tennis 
watching Study how Bjorn Borg (even at 39) accelerates 
quickly and powerfully and how Muhael C hang puts on the brakes 
after a burst of speed to change direction with agility Graf the 
fastest woman in tennis history constantly bounces up and down 
on her toes during a point so her body in motion can instantly 
accelerate in any direction All the great tennis movers explode with 
large strides and then take smaller steps in order to arrive for the ball 
on lime properly positioned and well balanced Remember if you 
don i gel to the ball you can t hit it and if > on arrive off balance 
you 11 rarely hit it well 

STRATEGY 

HETHER watching a simple straightforward strategy such as 
Seles pounding rek ntlcss groiindstrokes or a more clever 
complicated game such as JohnMcEnrot sail court shotmaking 
keep m mind that the dual objects are to bring out the best in your 
game and the worst in your oppont nt s game Players who 
aimlessly hit the ball—such as Agassi five years ago and Gabriela 
Sabatini recently—miss out on the sport s interesting intellectual 
challenge often gel bored and frustrated tend to blow big leads and 
winnablc matches and generally under achieve 
Whatever their strategy and tactics notice how the lop 
players—especially Chang and Arantxa Sanchez Vicario—play 
percentage tennis both offensively and defensively For example 
they open up the court with ciosscourt anglers and then approach 
down the line they position themselves both at the nen and in the 
backcourt m accordance with the ce nter of possible returns and 
they re not too proud to lob when they re too far out of position to 
hit a good passing shot 


MENTAL GAME 

ERE 1 iconoclasticall> assert that tennis psychology is highly 
over discussed and overrated Conventional wisdom has it 
that all the leading players have all the shots so the only difference 
among them is—or must bc'*—their mental abilities 
How absurd! In truth you can readily detect even without the 
help of TV broadcasters plenty of their stroke weaknesses How 
about Borg s volley Connors _ serve Goran Ivanisevic s volley 
Edberg s forehand Agassi s volley (until recently) Navratilova s 
backhand Sabatim s serve and Seles . non existent volley, etc 
While It s true that the athletically gifted Such has every shot in the 
book but lacks the poise patience and determination to perform 
well consistently far more often defective technique causes temper 
tantrums apathy or defeatism 
On the first page of his 1978 book, Ftne Points of Tennis, the 
authoritative Paul Metzler wntes 'The core of match temperament 
is feeling confident you can hit the shot you're playing In other 
words, the volatile Ivanisevic doesn't play lousy tennis because he 
gets angry, he gets angry because defective technique causes him to 
play lousy tennis 

These are the ways I—and I suggest you—see it on TV • 


O 



ir"T 'P 0 rnr~"T 





George Best tackles a pretender to his throne 


News Quote- "l^crlhips oncdciyshc 
nii^ht meet a yount^^uyjnd leave rm\ 
hut I don't care. " 

Football lefsend George Best, 49, after 
he recently got married to 2 ^-year-old 
flight attendant, Ale\ Purser'. 

U NFORTUNATHLY, for 

Cit'or^c Bfst, his prediction 
came true. Younjj Sean 
Clallalian, Irish tootballer. 
with rippling shoulder muscles, riding 
on a white stallion, swooped down 
and picked up Angie who was 
sunbathing wiili George on their 
honeymoon, on the beach at Brighton. 

Best watched diimbiounded as the 
stallion vanished into the distance and 
all he could mutter helplessly was, 

"Oh Rana Pratap, what a bad example 
you have set! " 

An hour later, there was a bleep on 
his cellular phone. 

"Yes.^" Best said. 

"George, my name is Sean. Angie is 
with me. I am sorry to do this to you, 
since you were once my idol/allhough 
now you are very idle/ but have an 
idliland lake it easy." 

"1 want to talk to Angie," Best said 
calmly. 

His wife came on the line. 

"Angie, what's happening?" Best 
said, "did you know Sean before this 
kid, I mean, wifenapping?" 

"George, 1 am sorry that Scan 
caught you napping," Angie replied in 
a happy tone and then she added, 
"Sean with his brawn/is like a juicy 
prawn/ and to him 1 am drawn/ like a 
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pawn/it feels like a new dawn/life is 
no longer a yawn," 

"You mean, you aren't coming 
back, you two-bit poet," Best said 
incredulously, "but we haven't been 
married for 24 hours. I know, by 
modern standards, 25 hours is a long 
lime to stay married but 24 

hours.darling, we've only just 

begun." 

"Oh darling, ychi hai England," 
Angie replied soothingly. 

Sean Callahan came on the line, "1 
am sorry Cieorge, for your 

honeymoon, there's no honey beside 
you, but at least you have the moon 
U)r company." 

"Now listen you moonstruck little 
twit.. ..how about a hand to hand 
light, man to man, to sec who is 
stronger?" 

"Name the time and the place for 
the hand fight," Callahan said 
immediately. 

"Same time, this place, next week," 
Best replied quickly. 

"Done," Callahan said, as Angie 
squealed in delight and said. "By 
George, this is tun." 

After t hat. Best went into a flurry of 
activity. He called up his friend Boy 
George who agreed to sing the theme 
song before the fight. Then he rang up 
world famous chemist Maradona in 
Buenos Aires and said," I need a 
stimulant that will make me feel like 
King Kong." 

"Ding Dong / no problem / it's a sing 
song for me," Maradona said. 

Best groaned and said, "God, 


CARTOON BV ARTHUR CAHOOZO 





everybody wants to be a Best-selling 
poet." 

On the day of the fight, it was bright 
and sunny. The sky was a clear blue. A 
ring had been constructed on the 
beach, with a medium height table set 
in the middle. A large crowd had 
gathered. Maradona arrived and he 
held up a bottle, which contained a 
clear, red liquid and said, "George, 
this contains the now-world-famous 
ephedrine. It also has anabolic 
steroids, crushed and mashed, and 
some beta blockers to calm your 
nerves. There isgobar gas from India, 


to give it a soda feel and crushed 
crocodile tails from Africa, to make 
you feel like an alligator. You have 
this, and no brawn nor prawn can stop 
you." 

George Best nodded and as fight 
time approached. Boy George began 
singing. "Karina, karma, karma,/ 
karma chameleon/just come and 
go/just come and go...." he looked 
reprovingly at Angie who — dressed 
in a micro red mini skirt and knee 
length red leather boots — looked 
away as she heard the lyrics. 

Then the girls from the local 


nursery school came and sang; 
"Georie, Porgic,/ Pudding and 
ephedrine/ Kiss Angie and make Sean 
cry." Later, George Harrison, linked 
by satellite to a church in Germany, 
where he was vacationing, sang a 
brief, introductory prayer: "My Sweet 
Lord," 

An isolated Callahan was zapped at 
the immense support for George Best. 
He stood near the table, in blue singlet 
and track pants, flexing and untlexing 
his right hand. Moments before the 
light. Best quafled Maradona's 
mixture and then topped it up with a 
pint of pure scotch whisky. As 
Maradona's mixture coursed through 
his body, he could feel an immense 
power arise in him. 

Best and Callahan stood on either 
side of the table, their lelt hands 
behind their backs, and then they 
gripped the right palm of the other. 
The referee blew the 
whistle but it was really a one-sided 
fight. Within moments. Best had 
pressed down the back oi Sean's hand 
on the table, broken the thumb and 
shattered the elbow. It was a KO. 

"It's party time, folks," Maradona the 
chemist shouted, hopping up and 
down. The crowd erupted in sustained 
applause. Best lifted Maradona on to 
his shoulders and said, "This is the 
greatest uneducated chemist the 
world has ever produced. For too 
long, people have regarded him as just 
a weekend club footballer." 

Maradona blushed in sheer 
pleasure. At last, somebody had 
acknowledged his genius as a chemist. 
Best put Maradona down, as a 
reluctant Angie, fluttering her eyelids, 
came and hugged Best. 

Best tore open his singlet, exposed 
his mat of grey hair and said, "I may 
look like Enola G(r)ay, but madam, I 
assure you, that there is an atom bomb 
inside me." 

An honest Angie said. "I prefer 
missiles these days." But he had 
already turned to the waiting 
photographers, and then he raised his 
arms and thundered. "East or West/ 
George is the Best!" • 



Shevlin Sebastian 
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UI/question Apart from their 
gold medals what else did each 
winner get at the recent World Athle 
tics Championships in Gothenburg ^ 
Any guesses '> A bouquet of flowers' 
A laurel wreath' You must be joking' 
Theansweris $^S 000 worth ol 
Mercedes Ben/ 

We are still investigating whether 
the 200m and 400m champion 
Michac I Johnson drove away with 
three sue h cars since he also anchored 
the US 4 X too relav tc im to victory 
No wonder Johnson also colunieered 
to help out the injury stricken US 4 x 
100 team Visions of anolhei Merc m 
his garage’ 

S( rge i Bubka the man who breaks 
the world pole vault lecord a whole 
centimetre at a time to casli in on 
bonuses should be getting a bigger 
gatage alter Gothenburg In addition to 
winning a Mercedes Ben/ tnis year 
he also has one which he won in 1993 
Then there is the Ferrari that was pre 
seined to him by the organisers when 
he broke the world record at Scstriere 
Italy last year It s a good thing that 
winners didn t gel cars from the first 
Championships in 1983 Bubka and 


( arl Lewis would then have had five 
eaih while Johnson and Jackie 
Joyner-Kersee four each 
i ihiopian Haile (lebresdassie who 
earned his second Mercedes for winn 
mg his second 10 000m world title 
declared that he desperately needed 
the second car even though he can't 

drive The first one is still in the gara 
gL the man who used to run to 
school as a child said of his 93 Mcrce 
des I still cannot drive Buinowihat 
I have won one more I will try a little 
bit harder It I had jiisi one and I had 
an accident learning to drive would 
be difficult Now with two lean 
alwa> s learn in the second one if the 
first IS bashed up Ironically his two 
Mercedes are the only iwocaismhis 
hometown 

And tnur daysaftei Cjoihenburg 
the Ethiopian broke the world 5 000n 
record at Zurich and p(Kkeied the 
bonus of $50 000 plus a kg ol gold pro 
mised to any aihli te who could break 
a world iccoid ai the meet 

While Gebreselassie broke Moses 
Kiptanui s record to grab his kilo ol 

Greg Norman A $300,000 guarantee plus 
$50,000 thrown in to fuel his lef 



gold Kiptanui hit back to shatter the 
Ethiopian s 300m steeplechase world 
record to claim his own $50,000 and a 
kg of gold Kiptanui had incidentally 
won the steeplechase in Gothenburg, 
but with less than 400rn to go he slow¬ 
ed down even though he was well 
within world record time He said he 
didn't go for the world record because 
there were no "incentives on offer" at 
the World Championships He even 
publicly declared that he woiild "go 
lor It at Zurich ' since the organisers 
there offered what he called 
motivation 

I inford Christie too tried his hand at 
the 100m record and the kg of gold at 
Zurich but a leg injury deprived him of 
It However he wasn't complaining, 
since he had been offered a guarantee 
mcmey of $100,000 just to run in that 
race which means he received a $ 

1000 for each metre he ran Make me 
an offer like that and I'll run from here 
toTimbuktoo and back But 
Christie complains that he is under 
paid 

Another sportsman who has been 
complaining a lot recently is golfer 
Greg Norman The "poor" sod keeps 
finishing second in the majors and 
would like to claim that he is the most 
tragic figure in sports today and the 
most luckless golfer 
Personally, I wouldn't be complain¬ 
ing even if I had never won a single 
tournament but yet made over 49 mil¬ 
lion in prize money alone But just 
because Norman made $781,780 dur¬ 
ing the month of June—^which 
would've led the Tour in season earn¬ 
ings eve ry year until 1987—doesn't 
mean he wouldn't trade it for a single 
PGA Championship win 
Why just recently at the Irish 
Open, Norman was so humiliated at 
his second-place finish that he appa¬ 
rently almost refused his runner-up 
cheque of $207,000 
Come on, you must feel sorry for 
this guy, especially since he allegedly 
received a $300,000 guarantee to play 
the same tournament, plus an extra 
$50,000 thrown in to fuel his private 
jet to get to the tournament. 

Some guys have all the luck 

AndyO Brien 
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Millions of Bajaj 
owners know, they 
have a vehicle 
very special 
’Hamara Bajdj', 
they say with ^ 
pride 

-- At Indianoit's 
R & D centre, 
one of Asia's most 
advanced, we’ve 
developed a 
revolutionary 
2T oil specially for 
Bajdj 2 & 3 
wheeler vehicles ^ 
the Bajaj Servo 
Genuine 2T Zoom 
Approved by Bajaj 
as a genuine engine 
oil, it keeps the 
engine clean and 
healthy So it v orks 
harder, lasts longer 
What's more, it 
gives you a quick 
and easy start, 
ensures lower petrol 
and oil consumption 
and reduces harmful 
exhaust emissions 
- Insist on Bajaj 
Servo Genuine 
2T Zoom It will 
make your soul 
mate happy 





m SERVO GENUINE 2T ZOOM 

WHAT BAJAJ R E L Te S O N 


Availab.e at Indianoti petrol statior^s and 
vehicle and service dealers of BafO/ Auto Limited m your city 
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A took at the problems 
and personal conflicts 
of Steffi Graf and its 
effect on her game and 
her future 


"My Current Emotional State 
IS Affecting My Game" 

Steffi Graf speaks in the midst of the US Open 


FROM ROBIN CHATTERJEE, 
NEW YORK 


^ "‘ y ’ ^ HERE are basically two things 
1 that Steffi Graf has managed 

g to launch this summer One is 

Mk a brand new fashion 
collection, that is, she has opted to 
look like a diva, swapping her 
favourite tracksuit lor a pale blue 
checked suit and a bouquet 
The other launch by Steffi is 
something that her fans are getting 
quite used to fresh scandal And il is 
probably the hottest topic in tennis 
today after discussions about 
Monica Seles return to competitive 
tennis reached a dead end 

It all began like a nagging headache 
prior to the French Open this year 
and was confirmed during the 
fortnight at Wimbledon Something 
was definitely wrong with Graf from 
the months of May to July To add to 
the suspicions Graf was showing 
vital signs of her personality which 
the public were led to believe had not 
existed She cried more easily was 
more obtuse than usual when 
personal questions were directed at 
her She had become more and more 
evasive 

Vanous theories were floated about 
why Steffi had undergone a drastic 
personality change One thing about 
her, however, remained, and that was 
the tennis star's elegance on court 
which has never been matched off it 
'Sporting menopause' was oitp theory 
that appeared to gam in credibility 
The years of hard labour on tennis 
courts of varying surfaces all over the 
world were fmally takmg their toll on 
Graf's shm, athletic body In tennis 
terms too, she was becoming old at the 
age of 26 

No sooner had people actually 
started subscribing to these theories, « 


QUESTION: Is your current emotional state affecting your tennis 
at all? 

STEFFI GRAF’ Yes, it is 

Can you elaborate a little bit on how It is affecting your game? 
Obviously, at certain times I have difficulty concentrating out there and 
because I haven't really been able to practise much, but that is because of 
my back I haven't had much time to get in the position that I would like 
to I haven't really played a lot So I definitely lack confidence 
Steffi, how do you sleep, and what do you do before the 
tournament first day, and do you think about your opponents a 
lot or about tennis or you Just want to switch ofi from tennis? For 
example, last night, did you sleep properly, normally? 

Yes, I slept well I didn't change anything from what I have been doing the 
last few days, other than I stayed m, but 1 slept really good, and woke up 
pretty good too 

Steffi, one other time^ don't remember what was going on—you 
said that the press attention was relentless; they were at your 
house, Germans, I think you said, were coming over to watch you 
all the time. Is it Uk^that now, and does it makeltany easier or not? 
It Is not a choice to go out and you have people in front of your house, that 
IS obvious I am trying not to really let It affect me I am doing what 1 want 
to do and, you know, I am obviously realising that people are around my 
apartment, but I am trymg to put it aside Ijust do what I want to do 
The first part of the question, is it the same scenario? 

Yeah, it has been like that the last few weeks 

There was a press report that there was some woman who knew 
you were In town all the time and was stalking you. 

I have no knowledge of that All the people I realise were men, so, no 
women. 

How did you explain the wide fluctuation in your matches? 

1 was tentative. 1 haven't really played a lot of matches Like I said before, I 
do lack some confidence, and so I was not really relaxed out there And so 
I Just needed my time to get really into the matches 
Did you get sort a mental kick from losing the first set and later 
playing so well? 

I think It i$ really difficult if you lose the first set, I think to kind of be 
positive in the beginning of the second set, it takes some energy, and I 
think that is more difficult than, you know, telling yourseH, okay, you lust 
the Orst set, let usgo^ g^ going at the end. 

St^Cn, have you svatdted Monica play and what do you think 
about heraoUfiy at thto moment? And also are you looking 
forward to the day vrlien you do get on idte court to face her? 

I unV her for the first time playing a match. I saw a couple of games of that, 
add she looked really good out there; tun making a lot of mistakes, really 
geteg for her shcgl And obviously it is great to see her idaying again. I 
tWhkhvraajreat. 




when Graf went along and blew them 
to bits She won both the French Open 
and Wimbledon 

Still the lid blew open soon after her 
Wimbledon triumph when the 
German tax authorities who had 
already launched an investigation 
incmths ago announced that Graf had 
evaded income tax to the tune of 70 
million Deutsch marks by illegally 
transferring huge sums of cash to 
banks in Holland and Liechenstein 

It was true that over the years Graf 
had become extremely rich 
suspiciously rich according to the tax 
authorities in Germany who 
launched investigations into her tax 
affairs raided her two homes and 
drc*w up an alleged link between her 
and the disgraced property tycoon, 
Jurgen Schneider who is facing 
cxtiadition charges in America 

The fact of the matter is that Graf is, 
for all practical purposes innocent of 
these charges But her father, Feter 
Graf isn t While Steffi was actually 
enjoying her tennis over the years 
her father who took over her 
financial affairs started siphoning 
unaccounted for money out of the 
country Various witnesses have come 
forward with their version of the 
story Like a former senior executive 
of a large company who revealed to 
the press about how he was ordered to 
pass on at Frankfurt airport the 
equivalent ol £450 000 in cash to 
Gral in return for her agreeing to 
promote the company s yoghurt The 
deal It was fill thcr revealed was 
finally concluded in Amsterdam 

1 he authorities this time have more 
than their fair share of evidence and it 
was strong enough to put Peter Graf in 
prison till he is cleared or convicted 

Which puis into perspective Graf's 
major problem in life which m this 
case happens to be hei father More 
than once he has been involved in 
scandal because of which more often 

than not his daughter has been the 
loser 

True enough, as soon as the tax 
evasion scandals came to light, word 
began to get around that Steffi was 
contrmpjanngrecifemenf She just 

St MS has broupht forth fraquont toars ot 
io smd Marrow in mquMt Mharm 
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wasn't involved and this became 
apparent when she lost to Amanda 
Coetzer in the flrst round of the 
Canadian Open in Ontario. It was her 
first first-round loss of 1995. To add to 
her misery, Graf is renowned for 
keeping her cards close to her chest. 
She is in a situation where she is aware, 
that the whole of Germany is sick of 
her father's manipulation, and yet she 
was powerless to take a decision. But 
when she did take one, it was in 
support of her father. She, however, 
has become wise enough to employ a 
new financial advisor. 

To add to her overall misery, Graf has 
become something like public 
property in Germany. Not that she 
ever lacked attention, but this time 
she feels it has had negative 
connotations. She confirms that the 
public and the German press were 
camped permanently in front of her 
house and that she was trying her 
level best to cope with that. 

Despite the outward support of her 
father, sources close to the Steffi 
family say that deep down in her heart 
she is concious of the fact that Peter 
Graf is an ultra-ambitious father who 
is constantly becoming a source of 
embarrassment for the family. Which 
is probably why Graf has distanced 
herself from her past financial matters 
and why she hasn't yet gone to visit 
her father in jail. 

It is ironic that Steffi Graf may well 
go on to become one of tennis' 
greatest tragic heroines. But it is ironic 
that time was when the game needed 
her services desperately to ensure that 
the women's tour would not 
disappear totally. Yet today, bogged 
down by incessant back problems and 
her own personal ones, the highly 
sucessfull Graf is turning to tennis to 
help her survive her ordeal. And she 
also knows that it is tennis which 
helps her make all her statements. 

The tragedy with Graf is that we can 
judge her only through her tennis. 

She does not possess the personality of 
say a Boris Becker who has the profile 
to influence the people in his country. 

lYagically, Steffi, has no concrete 
opinion on anything, and is extremelV 
allergic towards the media. And the 
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only time one can get indepth insights 
into her is when she is embroiled in 
controversy As a German journalist 
had once revealed, "She is 
fantastically tedious But I wouldn't 
dream of saying that in print, because 
as far as the papers concerned, she's 
'our SteffJ' and that's that " 

So let us remember her for the 
intimidating, but prcdiaable, tennis 
that she has put on for us, year after 
year because there might soon come a 
time when even that might fade away 

It would be fair to say that Stefii 
Graf's tennis life span is running out 
fast And this could not be at a more 
opportune moment, as Seles' 
comeback may have set the stage for a 
renewal of the rivalry Seles today is 
ready to go, but Stefli is not 

And if Steffi does start to fade away. 
It would be hard for players like 
Sanchez Vicano, Martinez, Novotna, 
Sabatini nr Pierce to help sustain the 
WTA Tour The problem is that the 
women's Tour does not have enough 
depth, nor does it have variety The 
fact that Graf is looking mortal is only 
because she is lethargic and nut 
because the opposition is getting any 
stronger 

Until this time, we have borne its 
predictability This regular (Kcurance 
has grown on us and we have 
accepted it So how can we even think 
of It happening otherwise, on a 
permanent basis, if Graf does retire^ 

Thankfully for Graf, Seles was 
hogging the spotlight at the US Open, 
which gave her time to utilise her own 
space and consult her lawyer about 
her tax problems But tennis and Graf 
need each other to sustain 
themselves 

But, sadly all that Graf wants to do 
today IS survive, and for that she has to 
play. She knew that tax-men was 
checking on her father when she won 
the French, and she knew her father 
was about to be arrested when she 
won Wimbledon, but the only thing 
that took the heat off these events 
were her two grand slam victones. 

Pair or unfair, this seems to be the 
bottomline. as long as Steffi Graf plttys 
tennis, she may be allowed to get 
away with anything • 


Stem, wtth «tt of the atttiittott given to Monica's mum aod tht 
predlciliMis alNNit how she might do here, do you have a Mt of a 
feeling Inside of you, hey, I am Steffi Graf, maybe you shouldn't 
overtook me? 

No. I don't I think-<-4ike 1 said before, it is great to see her playing and t 
think die should get the attention. I think it has been tough for her to 
come back and. you know, seeing her win Toronto and coming here, I 
think that is great. I mean, 1 feel she deserves the attention that she is 
getting. I have no problems with it. I think it gives me more of a bit of 
freedom. 

People who a^ doscst to you in your life, who is here in New York 
with you? 

My brother and his wife. Obviously my mom. I should have put her first. 
My coach is here—which I do trust very much And a few other friends are 
here. 

Has your back given you any trouble at any point during the 
tournament? 

No. 

Would you say it if it did? 

I would say so, but I don't know Will l say it or not? That is a difficult one. 
But I mean, it did not hurt me during the match It hurts me a little bit after 
because I stiffen up a little bit, but it has been pretty good 

What exactly do you have to go through—what are the hardest 
things you have to do to stay physically flt to be able to play? 
Obviously with my back, 1 don't last very long on the praaice court, and I 
used to be able to do a lot of off court activities like jogging or, you know 
dunng the last few years quite a bit of weights and things like that. I 
haven't really been able to do that So that takes a lot away from me 
because 1 am used to doing a lot of workouts and I haven't been able to do 
that. 

What do you have to do to preventive sort of things, icing, that sort 
of stuff? 

Yeah, obviously a lot of stretching, manual therapy. Getting massage after 
matches and just trying to loosen the muscles up 

nvroughout your career, Stefn. you have had so many 
distractions. What do you do mentally to focus on tennis and to 
deal with all the distractions? 

Easy to get on the court. When 1 get on the court I kind of want to play 
well. I want to go out there and enjoy myself and relax. I think about the 
tennis at that point, so there is no secret on how to be mentally tough. I 
think you got to enjoy what you do and concentrate on that and you will 
be fine. 

Docs your back proUem effect your serve? 

{don't know. I have been serving so well in the last few days, and just start 
Off not finding the i^t rhythm and really not going through the motion. 
But stfl] 1 think it Is far from being my usual good serve. 

’ Did tpu even for a moment constdernot playing the US Open? 

Kp(reidly,no. 

Wdttid yod go so far as to say that having this attention on Monica 
, iSectltanY a bi^k for you? I know yhu said it gives yon a litde bit 
.tdhiea. i lfae d o rtii . hatfs it actually good tfanlng for you? 
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LURKING 
IN THE 
SHADOWS! 

MICHAEL CHANG is a prime example of how a 
tennis professional copes with the 
'so-near-yet-so-far' syndrome 


iirsl to Win a Grand Slam title—the 
French in 1989 But since then the 
Sampras Couriers' and the Aj»assis 
have all passed him by prompting 
Chang to ponder ovt r where exactly 
he had lost it Tt is difficult to accept 
that someone with Chang s 
exceptional cerebral qualities and 
honest efforts towards the game 
should be so deprived for so long 
Perhaps no one on the tour 
demonstrates sheer hard work as well 
as Michael Chang no one gives 200 
per cent on the court either no matter 
who his opponent is But yet in spite of 
being a front-runnei in every 
tournament he has been cruelly 
depiived of another morale boosting 
slam 

Which IS what foiced him to wake 
up and start experimenting with a 
longer racket, a bigger, better serve 
and a more power-filled brand of 
tennis 

And armed with this new game 
plan, Chang reached the finals at 
Roland Garros once again this year 
Only to lose to a marauding Thomas 
Muster, which probably emphasises 
the fact that Chang unlike the rest of 
his contemporaries, has not quite 


photographs professional sport 



Six vaan af jrand slam draught has 
put Chang an 


Gofciii Ivanisevic didn t yu baiuiiias only 
out in the first round of the U S Open 
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NOTES AND 
QUOTES 


INCEI cut that ponytail 
off I just broadened my 
honzons There's nothing more 
enjoyable to me than going 
through a club and seeing a little 
kid wealing your outfit and it 
goes down past his knees and 
then seeing an older person 
weanng your outfit and it comes 
up above the belly button " 
Andra Agassi whan talking about 
his ineraasing popularity to ineludo 
not just kids but also older fans. 

THINK he's ready to go 
' after Foreman " 

Murphy Jansen about Boris Bockar, 
who inadvortontly hit doubles 
partner Daniel Vaeok with his 
racquet during a doubles match, 
forcing Vaeok to retire and got fivo 
stitches on a cut below his loft oya. 

. { ICHAEL CHANG enjoyed a 
1 day off between matches 
by playmg a round of golf and 
explonng a career alternative 
When he walked off the golf 
course adjacent to the tennis 
complex, he offered to switch 
professions vnth a young woman 
volunteer who was directmg 
traffic in one of the parking lots 
Chang donned the orange vest 
that goes with the job and spent 
10 minutes or so direaing cars to 
parking places Other parking lot 
volunteers reported that drivers 
did double-takes when they saw 
Chang working the lot. They also 
said that Chang looked as if he 
was enjoying himself too. 

* ' rT's different for me. His wife 
i is Swiss and he lives in 
Geneva, but in his heart he's 
French. I'm Swiss. I may have a 
French wife one day, and I'd like 
to live in Paris, but in my heart 
I'm Swiss." 


Marc Rosaat comparing himself to 
good friond Amaud Bootsch of 
Franco. 

O way, you just lie on a 
couch, they take your 
money and you walk out more 
bananas than when you walked 
in " 

Goran hranisovic whan askod if ho 
would over see a sports 
psychologist 

HE ponytail in my hair " 

Standoo Stollo talking about 
things that his fatiior. Frod, isn't 
crazy about in life. 

T's unfortunate in this sport 
that sometimes you can't 
just run out the clock You have 
to close out the match, win the 
last point" 

Andro Agassi commenting on 
playing in the heat 

HAT he does best, is 
what I do worst, 
serving and volleying and the 
attacking game " 

Sorgoi Bruguera on his now cooch 
John McEnroe. 

\ t E does a good job When 
t '' he retires he can become 
a barber " 

Toumomont Director Jim 
Wosthall after getting his head 
shaved by Andro Agassi to sottio a 
hot after Agassi won tho Volvo 
Intomatiooal. 

A FTER picking up his 
I » $150,000 first-pnze check, 
Agassi headed to his post match 
pres$ conference, where the first 
question was how much he 
charged for haircuts. 

"One-hundred and fifty 
thousand," Agassi said. 


grasped the big point on the big 
uitasion 

The cause for his losses are, 
however, usually microscopic in 
nature In fact, Michael Chang has 
hardly ever lost a match because his 
game went to pieces In fact, so 
positive IS his approach to any match 
that he can never quite recall his 
losses As he endorses, "It s weird, but 
the matches I lose, no matter how 
close or important, just don t seem to 
slick with me the way victories do I 
guess It s because my mind is always 
trying to focus on positive things " 

Yet tennis specifics or technicalities 
are not good enough to explain why 
you don't win a Grand Slam Which is 
where Chang's unshakeable belief in a 



'superior power' acts like a soothing 
balm A more than devout Christtan, 
Chang says that he sometimes thinks 
that ' the Lord is taking too long, but 
then I've kicked myself for thinking 
that way because he certainly wasn't 
slow when it came to the French in 
'89 I have to be patient " 

Those years of wait, toil and 
deprivation are taking a cruel test on 
Chang's character Then again no 
tennis player has personified the 
terms "character" the way Michael 
Chang has He has only managed to 
broaden the connotation of that word 
And that is why a Grand Slam title for 
Chang seems to be fated To be sure 
when It does come, nobody will be 
more deserving or feel moie 'blessed' 
than this little champion # 
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COMBAT 


VETERANS 


PETE SAMPRAS 
and ANDRE 
AGASSI have forged 
one of the most 
intense rivalries in 
contemporary 
tennis. Close friends, 
who were once 
childhood rivalsjhey 
are complex and 
distinctive 
personalities who 
have 

far-reaching effects 
on the game 


They ma vbern als for the No 1 
ranking hut Andre Agassi and Pete 
Sampuis have not let their 
Lompctition on the court stand in the 
way of occasionally spending time 
together away from tennis Last 
month Agassi and Sampras went to 
the Beach Waterpark in suburban 
Cincinnati for two hours of fun to cool 
off after a hot, humid day at the 
Thrift way ATP Championships There 
were 11 in the Agassi-Sampras party, 
among them Paul Annacone, Todd 
Snyder, Brad Gilbert and his son and 
Agassi's 9-year-old nephew Skylar 
Gonzalez. The park opened its doors 
to Agassi and Sampras after hours 
The night also was a birthday party 
for Sampras who celebrated his 24th 
and had suffered a disappointing 
di feat to Michael Stich in the 
14 
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quarterfinals. Skylarhad been reading I mmmmmmrn ENNIS is one of the most I single personal exchange can leave a 
Sampras ATP Tour Player Card when | f I ^competitive of individual I mark on an individual's psychic tissue. 
he noticed that Sampras' birthday was I sports in the world today. Which only prompts us to ask a very 

the next day so he asked Andre if they I The conflia is even more pertinent question. If tennis is violent, 

could buy a birthday cake for Pete. heightened by the faa that selfish and insular, then how come 

Agassi said sure and Sampras received the fate of each game is hinged on there arc two individuals who are 

his birthday cake before their great millions of dollars and over and above actually trying to be different? Well, 

adventure at the waterpark. all, this gives rise to personal conflias they are trying to be different simply 

Asked who fared better in the among pros all over the world. So because they know deep down within 

watersiide races. Agassi said. "I did pure and complete is the aggression themselves that they have it in their 

because Pete isn't here." and the violence on the courts, that a power to change the face of tennis. 
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They know that they call the shots 
both on the court and off it. 

Rumour has it that last year, at a 
Nike shareholders' convention, 

Andre Agassi had suggested that the 
company engineers come up with an 
invention that would help keep Pete 
Sampras' tongue in his mouth. He also 
believed that with his height and his 
looks, Sampras appeared that he had 
swung onto the court from a tree. But 
to Agassi's credit, before he actually 
started to believe in his judgements, 
he sent Sampras a hastily faxed 
apology. Sweet Pete accepted, the 
marketing men were smiling again 
and all was well with the tennis world. 

Even their respective women gave 


A youngar looking Agotsi and Somprat 
attonding a proas confaranca aflar iha apic and 
traumatic 3-2 loss against Franca in tha Davis 
Cup final of '91. Thay hava baan friands and 
tannis rivals for so many yaars now. (Insat) Tha 
show goas on. Sampras and Agassi during a 
Nika comnwreial advaitisamant. which 
showed them playing impromptu tannis on tha 
straals of London 
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Andre Agassi: flamboyant, buoyant showman 
with a charisma that endears him to the fans. It 
was only in the last year that the awesome 
talent was rocket boosted by an iron ciad 
datermination and will 



individual superiority, at least for 
1995, then it is only fitting that they 
should have met in the finals of this 
U.S Open. And no arena IS more 
competitive, what with the day-night 
matches, the humidity, ihclinruly 
crowd and the intimidating 
conditions presenting an almost 
gladiatorial spectacle. 



the impression that their men were I Sampras and Agassi have won the last 
not at war. Brooke Shields and Delaina' four Wimbledons, three of the last five 
Mulcahy got so friendly thereafter at U.S. Opens and the last two Australian 

Wimbledon that they even took time Opens. Over and above this, they have 

to shop together at Harrods. Sampras won approximately $20 million in 
and Agassi went one step further: they official cash, not to mention the 
became fast friends and actually undisclosed millions that they have 

started to sit down together, made in endorsements, most of which 

whenever time and commitment came from Nike. And in spite of all this 

permitted, to try and bisect each monetary similarity, the two of them 

other's games and individual psyches represent opposite routes to the tennis 
like a pair of friendly critics. And while ladder. But their diverse attitude is 
they were doing it, both of them were more than welcome simply because of 
astonished to find the contrast in their the fact that their rivalry has rekindled 
respective personalities But to be fair an interest in the game and the gate 
to Agassi, it was only he who receipts of any tournament soars if the 

professed an admiration for Sampras organisers promise that both of them 
c that bordered on awe. are going to be in the draw. And if ever 

di u Their professional record is also one there was any tournament that was 

M inspires awe. Between them, tailormade to underscore their 


UT all this may be purely 
hypothetical What is relevant 
IS the fact that if one actually 
sits down to study and evaluate these 
two individuals there arc some 
similarities that arc extiemely 
startling. Like for Instance, both 
Agassi and Sampras are young, 
immensely wealthy athletes who left 
high school in their teens to try and 
scale the highest echelons of their 
sport But on closer examination it 
appears that no two players could be 
more different. And this is also 
illustrated in their style of play. 

Sampras, for example, has the best 
serve in the game while Agassi has the 
best return of serve. Agassi has a mean 
down-the-line backhand while 
Sampras possesses a potent forehand. 
Agassi has the most effective top-spin 
lob, while Sampras enjoys having the 
most explosive overhead. In terms of 
physical appearances too, the contrast 
is startling. Agassi's talents are 
eccentric and maverick, based on an 
uncanny hand and eye 
coordination...Sampras, on the other 
hand, is like a ballet dancer whose 
movements are fluid while at the 
same time full of power. Tennis for 
Sampras is almost like a sensual 
experience. Which is why he missed 
hitting the ball during a four-week 
laryoff following his victory at 
Wimbledon. "I like the feel of the ball 
coming off the strings," he had 
admitted. "1 like the sounds. I just like 
to get out there and groove a little bit." 

The greatest difference between the 
two, however, is in the fact that while 
Sampras plays with an unshakeable 




P«ta Sampras always sirffars in comparison 
with Agassi Ha plays liko an automaton, 
although it is world class tonnis and fans find 
an effort to cheer for him 

belief that no one can heal him Agassi 
seems to draw his motivation from a 
deep feeling of insecurity which 
probably explains his ferocity on the 
court a quality that leads him to iry 
and strip his opponents bare during 
the match Which is why everytime 
Agassi steps on a court u s peisonal 
For Sampras the opposition is 
iriitaiingly irrelevant 

And all these contrasts have only 
been to the immense* advantage of the 
Nike marketing men who have tiicd 
to create separate but line images of 
these two diverse products Agassi s 
attitude is a shade more counter 
culture and he may look intimidating 
when he laces up his dark sne akers 
and dons his psychedelic icnnis togs 
or c VC n shaves oil all his haii But that 
IS )ust his marketing brief In tc rms of 
pure tennis he is a lot more 
conservative very hard working and 
compare d to Sampras be tie r 
' onditioned He is the quintessential 
bad boy of tennis who reads 
pop psych authors like Marianne 
Williamson and Tony Robbins (whom 
Agassi said were the most evolved 
pc opie I ve ever met ) While 
Sampras favourite line is Don t ever 
tell anybody anything from the 
Catcher m The Rye Sampras is averse 
to change and is quite happy with the 
way he is 

If. however there is one deviation 
in Sampras hitherto conservative 
personality it is his foul mouth It has 
been rumoured that obscenities play a 
great part in Sweet Pete s speech Like 
when he once confided to a tennis 
writer what he thought of Greg 
Rusedski after he beat him at “ 
Wimbledon, this year Ninety nine 
per cent of the time said Sampras 
'Even if I think that a guy is worth 
f g, I would say he's got some talent 
and has some time to improve But I 
was so tired of hearing about Rusedski 
and listening to the British press that I 
deaded if kick his a e. I m going to 
be a little more opinionated ' 


In fact unlike Agassi Sampras is a 
little too laconic for his own good I or 
him respect for a person or a 
particular quality can come albeit 
grudgingly And this also translated 
down to his admiration for Agassi 
When he was once asked what he 
ikcd specifically about Agassi he 
very magnanimously replied that I 
ike the way he travels referring to 
Agassi s private jet Both agree that 
hey bring out the best in each others 
game When I m at the top of my 
game only Pete is capable of beating 
me Agassi has said 
Yet for all his sarcasm and caustic 
personality, Sampras never really 
went out on a date till he was 19 and 
met 25-year-old Delaina Mulcahy at 
an exhibition match Sampras asked 


• Mulcahy out on a date that went on to 
last for over a week in Myrtle Beach 
S C Agassi in contrast used to 
exchange faxes with Brooke Shields, 
who was then in Africa before 
plunging into a headlong relationship 
with the former actress And perhaps 
this is one fact(3r that has ensured that 
both of them now share a iirm and 
happy relationship 

^ UT if there is one superior 
g • power that both Agassi and 
8 ^ Sampras pay obesiance to 
(apart from then coaches) then it is 
Phil Knight the chairman of Nike 
Apart frcim Knight, lesser homage is 
given to Ian Hamilton Nike s director 
of sports, tennis division In fact if 
there is one factor that has acted as a 
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eaialysi lo the Sampras-Agassi 
relationship then it is Nike. The 
company's effective marketing ploys 
were first visible at Wimbledon where 
they plastered liuge posters on buses 
and trains that plied to the venue. At 
this year's US Open too, Nike have 
resorted to the same gimmick. What's 
more, they have devised a commercial 
called 'Guerrilla Tennis' for TV in 
which both our protagonists jump out 
of a cab, siring up a net in the middle of 
18 


the street and start playing tennis. 
Small wonder that for all the cash that 
these two earn on the courts, it is only 
a fraction of what they actually 
receive for their Nike endorsements. 

While Sampras didn't actually 
agree to endorse Nike till 1994, Agassi 
has endorsed them from the very 
beginning of his playing days. He is 
now reported to have signed a 10-ycar 
deal with Nike worth an approximate 
$ 100-150 million. Even the highly 


Off court Agassi and Sampras hava a warm 
and trusting relationship 

successful Sampras is apparently paid 
less than his counterpart, which is 
why the Nike agents have been 
programmed never to reveal the 
details of Agassi's contract. But suffice 
to say, that today Nike shoes are 
available in two main brands: the 
Andre Agassi and the Pete Sampras 
brand. But to be fair to both of them, 
even without the apparent 
machinations of Nike, the 
Sampras-Agassi rivalry would have 
still flowered to great heights in terms 
of tennis. 

Although both Agassi and Sampras 
are now equal in terms of head to head 
competitions, Agassi believed that 
they're not quite equals, that Sampras 
is still superior and, has a smoother 
tennis personality. As he once said, 
"The first thing you do when you get 
on the court with Pete is not get 
embarrassed. Once you've done that, 
you think about winning." But on the 
flip side instead of being handcuffed 
by this knowledge Agassi is smart 
enough to know that he has nothing 
to lose when playing Sampras and 
therefore, he looks a lot more 
liberated. It is Sampras who begins to 
feel the pressure and starts to stiffen 
up. 

"Pete is the best player of all time", 
Mike Agassi, Andre's father had once 
said. "He's got the best serve, the best 
volley—^ihe way he moves, nobody 
knows how fast he is. But if Andre 
stays with him then Pete starts to fall 
apart." 

One wonders whether both Agassi 
and Sampras know what they are 
representing in the world of tennis 
today. The game needed a fresh breath 
of air and they have provided it with 
more than liberal doses of oxygen. 

The theory that only one person at a 
time can go down in the history books 
is thus, not a relevant one. In the end, 
what will be rememb<?red will be not 
the quality of their matches but of 
their rivalry. And if both these players 
can keep up their end of the bargain 
then maybe they can both make the 
walk into the history books togetherl# 







T Hli newspapers reported that 
former England cricket 
captain Graham Gooch had 
apparently paid $64,000 for a 
hair transplant. We thought he had 
gone off his head. Till we got the real 
story. He had paid only £3,000 for his 
new look. No wonder he was bowled 
over by his new head of hair, now 
called the £3,000 look. 

Hairdressers attached replacement 
locks to an ultra-fine membrane and 
fused it to his existing hair with silicon. 

Gooch, 42, underwent the Elton 
John-style treatment at the Advanced 
Hair Studio in London's West End. 

It was done over a three-month 
period and he will need to go back to 
the salon every six weeks to keep the 
style in trim. 

'T look a lot younger now," said 
Gooch. "Perhaps Ray Illingworth 
might think about giving me a recall. 

"I expect a bit of ribbing from the 
lads but I'm very pleased with it," 
said Gooch about his latest fine cut. 
Just another case of 'Hair today, gone 
tomorrow.' 
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ANALYSIS 


Did you know that New Zealand's captain for their forthcoming tour to 
India is Lee German and that he has never played Test cricket before? 
But he's not the first debutant skipper in Test cricket 


BY GUL AHMED BHATT J 


I N Jatc June, the sport's 

governing body m New Zealand- 
New Zealand Cricket (N7C ) — 
dropped a boiiibsliell Ken 
Rutherford was sacked as the 
country s captain alter a disastrous 
run of 18 lests, oi which he lost 11 and 
won just two rhc new captain IS not 
Marlin ( rowe, Gavin Larsen or 
anyone from among the tried and 
tested players He is a rookie who has 
yet to play in a Test match lor New 
Zealand 

The new skipper is I ec Germon, a 
wicketkeeper batsman who toured 
South Africa last season as backup to 
the first-choice stumper Adam Parore, 
and played in a solitary One-day 
International At the Test match level, 
however, Germon hasn't had even 
that kind of exposure 
The 26-year-old, who lias led 
Canterbury in New Zealand's 
domestic cricket for the last live years, 
has been appointed New Zealand 
captain at least up to a period that 

Koplar Wassels: Captaincy on dabut for his 
adopted country 



covers next year's World Cup 
competition. In the interim, he'll be at 
the helm of affairs on the Kiwis' tour 
of Bangladesh and India, that begins 
in Oaober, and the home series 
against Pakistan and Zimbabwe. 

In case he fits into his job well, he 
could also be taking New Zealand on 
the tour ol the West Indies after the 
World Cup. 

When Germon leads New Zealand 
into the first Test against India in 
Bangalore, on October 18, he will also 
be making his Test debut. He'll then 
also become the first New Zealander to 
(.aptain his team in a Test match 
before having actually appeared in 
one as an ordinary player. 

Of course, captains leading their 
side in what also happens to be their 
country's maiden Test don't couni 
Dave Gregory and James Lillywhite 
had no choice when the two 
captained Australia and England, 
respectively, in cricket history's 
lirsl-ever Test match in 1877. No Tests 
had been played before that date ana 



* both these gentlemen, naturally, were 
also making their debut as players. 

Germon may be achieving a first for 
New Zealand but there have been as 
many as 22 instances in Test cricket 
history where a person captained his 
country (or nation) m a match which 
also happened to be his first as a Test 
player. 

The lion's share of these instances 
goes to England with 12 such captains. 
South Africa have had 7 Test 
debutant-captains. West Indies 2 and 
India one. Five of these men led their 
teams in the only Test match that they 
were ever to play. 

For a long time, in fact for the first 
70 years or so of Test cricket, it was not 
necessary for a captain also to pistify 
his place in the team as a player. He, 
however, needed to be a good leader 
of men, in an English context, also an 
aristocrat or an amateur player. Public 
school and university (Oxford or 
Cambridge, specially) connections 
wese a big plus The social system 
decided who should lead a cricket 
team. 

This was, surely, one of the reasons 
why a cricketer of the calibre of Dr W. 
G Grace, son of a rural doctor, was 
given the England captaincy so late in 
his career. He was then 40 years old 
and his best days were already far 
behind him. 

Many of the early English tours of 
Australia, when Test matches were in 
fact not termed as Test matches, were 
undertaken by professional 
cricketers. Some of the earliest 
captains of England—like Lillywhite, 
A If red ShawandArthurSh re wsbu r y 
— were thus players who took money 
for appearing for their country. 
Shrewsbury's last game as captain was 
in 1887; a professional was not to lead 
England for another 65 years—and 
that was Len Hutton in 1952. 

When India beat England for the 
first time in a Test in 1951-52, and the 
West Indies had made a tremendous 
advance in international cricket, 
England authorities realised that it 
was necessary to field the strongest 
eleven in every Test match. There was 
no longer any room for a passenger, 
nor was there an abundance of 
amateur cricketers who could hold 


• their own at the Test match level. 

The concept of having only those 
cricketers as captains, who were 
worthy of a place in the team as 
players also, was fast gaining 
t>opularity in other parts of the world 
too. However, in the Caribbean it look 
more than three decades of Test 
cricket for the fact to be realised that 
only while men were not captaincy 
material. Frank Worrell was 
appointed the West Indies captain for 
the 1960-61 tour of Australia and a 
new era of leadership was iieralded. 






Lee Kenneth Qermon le the new cricket 
captain of New Zealand. Lee who? 

However, even wnen the gulf 
between the amateur and 
professional cricketers remained nt> 
more, cricketing authorities in several 
countries continued to look towards 
men of the 'right pedigree' to lead 
their teams, instead of opting for the 
best men for the job. This strategy, of 
course, didn't always produce the 
required results. 

James Lillywhite captained 
England in cricket history's first two 
Tests. Lord Harris led the team in 
Melbourne in 1878-79 in what has 
become accepted as the third Test and 
was originally billed as 'Gentlemen of 
England (with George Ulyeti and Tom 
Emmett, two professionals) v The 
Australian Xr. 

Sir Charles Aubrey Smith won his 
blue in all four years at Cambridge 
University and was captain of Sussex 
in 1887 and 1888. He first led the 
England side to Australia in 1887-88 
but didn't play in the one-off Test. 
When Major Warton took his 
pioneering team to South Africa in 
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1888-89, Smith was the obvious man 
to approach for the leadership. 

Smith was to attain greater fame in 
a prosperous caieer in cinema in 
Hollywood. He fostered cricket in 
California.and was knighted in 1944, 
aged 81, for his contribution to 
Anglo-American relations 

He IS, however, not the only man to 
have captained his country in his 
solitary Test match. There are four 
others—three South Africans and a 
West Indian. 

Alfred Richards was given the 
South African captaincy in the third 
Test of the 1895-96 rubber against 
England in Cape Town, only because 



Tony Lowis: last player to 
have captained on Tost debut 

he was the senior local player. 
England won by an innings and H 
runs to take the series 3-0. 

Henry Taberer was educated at 
Oxford where he failed to get a cricket 
blue but he did get a blue for rugby 
and represented Oxford in the long 
jump. Ho also played for Essex. He 
played only one Test for South Africa 
in which he was captain too. 

Sir Henry Leveson Gower was an 
influential figure in cricket history, 
bein i captain and president of Surrey, 
Test ^elector and organiser of several 
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I private lours. He captained the 
England team in all three Tests on the 
1909-10 tour of South Africa. 

That was his entire Test career also. 
In 1953, aged 80, he was knighted for 
his services to cricket. 

Johnny Douglas and Frank Foster, 
both without any Test experience, 
weie the other amateurs apart from 
skipper Pelham Warner on the 
1911 -12 England trip to Australia. 
Warner fell ill after the opening match 
of the tour and he, as sole selector, 
named Douglas as his vice-captain 
who then went on to lead England in 
all five Tests. 

In 1920-21 in Australia, Douglas 
became the only man to captain 
England before as well as after the 
First World War. On this lour, for the 
first time in history, a team lost all five 
Tests of a rubber. 

For the only time in their history, 
two England teams went oft to 
Test-playing tours almost 
simultaneously—to New Zealand 
and West Indies, both in 1929- )0 
Both sides were far below normal 
strength and were captained by men 
who had never played for England 
before. 

The side to New Zeland was to have 
been led by Arthur Gilligan, but he 
was forced to withdraw through ill 
health, and his younger brother 
Harold Gilligan took over, England 
won the first Test and drew the 
remaining three. 

In accordance with the policy that 
each venue in the four Tests will 
provide a local captain in the same 

1929- 30 series, Trinidad's Nelson 
Betancourt, aged 42, led West Indies 
in the second Test in Port-of-Spain, 
which England won by 167 runs. This 
was Betancourt's only Test match. 

'Jackie'Grant gained his cricket 
blue for Cambridge and also 
represented the university at soccer. 

In spite of his lack of experience in the 
West Indies—he did not play for 
Trinidad until 1934—he was named 
captain of the team to tour Australia in 

1930- 31. 

Sir Gajapatairaj Vijaya Anand, the 
Maharajkumar of Vizianagram, lost the 
battle to captain India on their first 


1 Test-playing of England in 1932, but 
he was one of the frontrunners for the 
job in 1936. NawabofPataudi Sr was 
appointed captain initially but he 
withdrew on grounds of ill-health 
which helped 'Vizzy' to take over. 

George Mann, a future President of 
the ICC, emulated his father Frank 
Mann (1922-23) in that he captained 
England in all the Tests he played. He 
was a most popular skipper after 
getting the job on the visit to South 
Africa in 1948-49 when Norman 
Yardley announced his inability to 
lour. 

When the leading amateurs and 
professionals declared themselves 
unavailable for the tour of India (and 
Pakistan) in 1951-52, the England 
selectors turned to Nigel Howard who 
had been captain of Lancashire since 
1949 and, at 24. was their youngest 
ever captain. These were to be his only 
appeatances at the Test level. 

With the first three Tests drawn, 
England won the fourth in Kanpur. 
Then Howard became ill and his 
deputy DonaJ Carr, playing in his 
second and last Test, saw India beat 
them in the fifth Test in Madras. This 
was India's first ever Test win—in 
their 25th Test appearence. 

Tony Lewis was the last player to 
have captained his country in a Test 
without having played in one before. 
He was a popular leader on the 
1972-73 tour of India and Pakistan 
when Ray Illingworth was unable to 
make the trip. He proved to be an 
admirable and tactful captain. 

He started his short career with a 
six-wicket win in Delhi but India, 
winning the next two and drawing 
the remaining two, took the rubber 

2 -1. All three Tests in Pakistan failed 
to produce any result. 

Of course, Kardar had appeared in 
Test cricket before. 

But that was for India, before the 
creation of Pakistan, when he 
appeared in the three Tests of the 1946 
tour of England as a socialist 
middle-order batsman. 

Three other players captained a 
country in their debut Test after 
having appeared in Test matches for 
another nation. Two are South 



TEST CRICKETS DEBUTANT CAPTAINS 


ENGLAND 

All Tests 

AtCa|il 

Won 

Lost 

Drawn 

Success %noe 

C ASmith (1888*89) 

1 

1 

1 



100.00 

FG Mann (1948-49) 

7 

7 

2 


5 

64.28 

A'HHGlUigan (1929-30) 

4 

4 

1 

— 

3 

62.50 

ND Howard (1951-32) 

4 

4 

1 

_ 

3 

62.50 

Lord Harris (1878-84) 

4 

4 

2 

1 

1 

62 50 

R T Sunyforth (1927-28) 

4 

4 

2 

1 

1 

62.50 

PTMann (1922-23) 

5 

5 

2 

1 

2 

60.00 

JWHTDougUs (1911-25) 

23 

18 

8 

8 

2 

50.00 

HonlFWBUgh (1882-83) 

4 

4 

2 

2 

— 

50.00 

Hon F S G Calthorpe (1929-30) 

4 

4 

1 

1 

2 

50.00 

A R Lewis (1972-73) 

9 

8 

1 

2 

5 

43.75 

H D GLeveson Gower (1909-10) 

3 

3 

1 

2 

— 

33.33 

SOUTH AFRICA 

HMTaberer (1902-03) 

1 

1 



1 

50.00 

PWSherwell (1905-11) 

13 

13 

5 

6 

2 

46.15 

HF Wade (1935-36) 

10 

10 

1 

4 

5 

35.00 

A Melville (1938-49) 

11 

10 

— 

4 

6 

30.00 

A RRichards( 1895-96) 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

J H Anderson (1902-03) 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

MBisset (1898-1910) 

3 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

WEST INDIES 

GC Grant <1930-35) 

12 

12 

3 

7 

2 

33.33 

N Betancourt (1929-30) 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

INDIA 

Maharaj Kumar of Vizianagram 

3 

3 

— 

2 

1 

16.66 

(1936) 


Africans and one Indian. 

Frank Mitchell played in the two 
Tests against South Africa when he 
toured there in 1898-99 with Lord 
Hawke's England side. He later 
emigrated to South Africa and, in 
1912, captained his adopted country 
in the traingular series in England. 

Nawab (Iftikar Ali Khan) of Pataudi, 
Sr appeared for England in three Tests 
— two in that infamous Bodylinc 
series in Australia in 1932-33 and one 
in England in 1934—starting with a 
century on Test debut. 

Kepler Wessels represented 
Australia in 24 Tests from 1982-83 to 
1985-86, when he was a resident of 
that country because South Africa 
were absent from the Test arena. 
When South Africa resumed their 
Test cricket in 1991 -92, Wessels made 
his debut for them both as player and 
captain. 


Now, Lee Kenneth Germon is all set 
to become the 23rd player in cricket 
history to captain his team in a Test 
without having played in one before. 
Does his name ring a bell? 

In a Wellington v Canterbury Shell 
Trophy match, at Christchurch's 
Lancaster Park, Germon had hit world 
headlines five years ago. He made 69 
of the 77 runs scored off a single over 
sent down by occasional bowler 
Robert Vance! 

In order to narrow the 94-run gap 
between the two sides, and in the 
hope of then buying the last two 
wickets to win the game, Wellington 
captain Erwin McSweeney instructed 
his bowlers to toss up a series of 
deliberate no-balls. In the 
penultimate over, comprising 22 
balls, Vance conceded 77 runs. 

As this was done in contrived 
circumstances, this 'feat' is not 


accepted as a record. In the confusion 
caused by the bit hitting, even the 
umpire lost count of the deliveries and 
the actual over consisted of only five 
balls in addition to 17 no-balls. 

Eventually, the scores in the match 
ended level. Canterbury took their 
points tally to 52 and finished second 
to Wellington (57) in the final Shell 
Trophy table. Canterbury just needed 
one run to win at the end of the 
match; had they won, they would also 
have taken the Shell Trophy. 
MeSweeney's plan almost backfired. 

Germon returned with an 
unbeaten 160 to his name. The 
unbroken ninth-wicket stand with 
pace bowler Roger Ford (14 not out) 
realised 98 runs and Germon made 69 
in that eventful Vance over in which 
the runs were scored in the following 
manner; 1444664614116666600401. 

COURTESY THE CRICKETER PAKISTAN 
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IN THE NEWS... 



...but out of it. Some lesser known recent 
happenings in the world of sport 




GARY THE TERRIBLE in 
case you didn t recognise the 
ouy he s football s Mr Nice Guy 
Gary Lineker recently donned a 
mean look a battered leather 
lacket with chains and studs 
while filming for an advertisement 
for Walkers Crisps. In an earlier 
campaign he was shown stealing 
crispies from a child and flicking 
money from a nun. while the 
latest one shows him as a threat 
to a couple who |ust won £10.000 
Fans of the ex-English footballer 
need not be disheartened though 
"I don t think it's really me ” said 
Lineker. '1 |ust hope the image 
comes off easily" 
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MAN OF ENDURANCE 
Spaniard Miguel Induram (seen 
here in the yellow jersey after 
his fifth straight Tour de France 
win earlier this summer) will go 
down in history as one of the 
greatest cyclists ever Recently 
he was awarded the prestigious 
Olympic Order for his "spirit of 
fair play his modesty and his 
exemplary conduct" 



T U R E 






BACK TO THE BUCKS 

French footballer Eric Cantona - 
of the infamous Kung*fu kick 
fame—flew back to England and 
Manchester United Cajoled into 
coming back by manager Alex 
Ferguson, he was sought after by 
his sponsors Nike who wanted to 
run a new billboard campaign on 
the superstar Cantona, earns 
about £200.000 a year from Nike 
as part of his £1 million personal 
endorsement deal 

The French rebel was all 
smiles at the three hour shoot for 
the billboard slogan that will be 
blitzed across Britain for hts 
return on October 1 Ironically, 
the shoot was done at the very 
stadium Cantona wanted to turn 
his back on 

The notorious striker is 
contracted to Nike until the end of 
next year, and the new campaign 
IS bound to be a massive hit It 
replaces the famous "1966 was a 
great year for English football — 
Eric Cantonawas bom " 

The superstar did a runner 
back to Paris following a transfer 
request but returned to England, 
dodging questions and flashbulbs 
as be jumped in a taxi and beadad 
back to training—much to 
Fdrgie'sfolief 


EYE FOR AN EYE. WBC 
baavyweight champ Oliver 
McCall's recent fight versus 
Britain's Frank Bruno was 
surrounded by controversy even 
before the fight began McCall 
had warned the British Boxing 
Board' "Fine me a pm. and I'm on 
the plane home. Then Frank 
Bruno won't get his title shot." 

McCall was hauled before the 
board to explain his emotional 
outburst over what happened to 
his boxing mate Gerald 
McClellan. Bruno fiercely 
supported Nigel Benn in that 
momentous (and tragic) fight with 
McClellan, who collapsed 
afterwards and needed a brain 
operation. 

McCall lit the torch-paper 
when he arrived in Britain 
declaring, "I want vengeance. My 
friend Gerald is blind and a 
vegetable. I want to do to Bruno 
what Benn did to my friend." 

He then claimed he didn't 
mean he would do Bruno 
permanent harm during their 
Wembley fixture in September. 
But the board fixed a disciplinary 
hearing. McCall couldn't believe 
that he could be punished over 
'just words', saying. "They can 
take my licence—and that will 
mean I ain't gonna fight no-one 
over here." 

He added sarcastically. "I'm 
giving Bruno and this countiy the 
opportunity to have a champion 
again—don't they understand 
thatr 
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LOT OF HOT AIR: Round the 
world non-stop in a hot air 
balloon? Sounds incredulous? 
That is what British tycoon, 
former actor and chief of Virgin 
Atlantic airline, the 44-year-old 
Richard Branson will set out to 
do. Assisted by Swedish 
balloonist Per Lindstrand and an 
unnamed third person. Branson is 
all set to start tne 22,000 mile trip 
in November. We'll keep you 
posted on further developments 
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MADE IN INDIA Fortbefirst 
time, a fully impoited tannii 
rackat of top intornational 
■tandard it now avaalablo to 
Indian consumors Tho Lacosto 
fgifi/afovor-midtiia rackat now 
baing mada in India, is usad by 
playort lika Guy Forgat On 
pictura) and Arnaud Botasch Tba 
Lacosta association with tannis 
bagan SO yaars ago whon foundar 
Rana Lacosta dominatad tba 
courts Tba crocodila Is tba logo 
of Lacosto bocausa tba formar 
Francb tannis playar was 
nicknamad Tba Crocodila' 


A SNIFFY LOT if you thought 
Gabriala Sabatini was tho only 
playar who launchad parfumas, 
nara's a now ona David Platt, tba 
English football captain bat 
racantly launchad Taam fifp/airif. 
a now ranga of toilatrias Tba 
quastion ramoins as to wbathar 
thara will ba any takara though 
In a survoy conductad in Britain, 
Calvin Klain's ffia/inify which 
retails for £30 was the hot 
favounta amongst sportsman 
Johnny Harbart, tbalPI driver 
Ipicturad hare) said. T am sura 
they will sail vary wall, but I'm 
not about to swap my CahrIn 
Klein " Looks like roam fiMlamf 
will not have too many soinars 
ovontually Cynics say that if if a 
tba England football taam tbaf s 
baing talked about than. *it 
stinks" 













































and a sweat shirt similar to the one 
Diana wore to the gym. In return, the 
paper claimed, she presented him 
with a two foot troll wearing an 
England rugby shirt 
Carling will try his best to come out of 
this with his image intact. But then 
defeat and Will Carling have never 
gone hand in hand He said recently at 
the launching of his new book: "I've 
always had to win. Right from when I 
was a five-year-old playing games 
with my brother in the garden." 

Now 29 and a successful 
businessman, Carling confesses that 
he even felt competitive when playing 
a girlfriend at table tennis as a 
teenager. "It's sad, isn't it? But I've 
always been like that. If I play a charity 
game of cricket, I won't show it, but I 
want to be on the side that wins the 
game, even though it's for charityl I 
hate losing, but you have to accept 


that It will happen." There is no doubt 
that the man who has represented his 
country in rugby more than 50 times 
and was awarded an OBE in 1991 
knows what it lakes to be one of life's 
winners. 

So It comes as no surprise that 
Calling is co-author of The Way To 
Win, a new book his publishers 
describe as a 'fascinating and 
eye-opening manual for all those who 
aspire to be winners". Written with 
management expen Robert Heller, it 
explains that success in management 
and in sport are derived from the same 
principles Top performance in both 
disaplines depends on the ability to 
marry two key 

elements—^maximising potential and 
overcoming the barriers to achieving 
your goals. 

So how has Carling succeeded in his 
chosen path? 


England captain Carling (middla, in white) in 
action during tho World Cup in South Africa 

"It's very hard for me to answer 
that," he lold me. "You talk to other 
people and they say I've always been 
very compeiitive and persistent and 
that I've always known what I wanted 
to do Since I was five or six 1 wanted 
to play for England" 

He has also always been determined 
to succeed in business and the former 
army officer, who has worked in a 
marketing role with an international 
oil company, is now at the helm of 
management training company, 
Insights Ltd. 

"There's always going to be a lime 
when you can't play, so there has to be 
something else for that reason. You 
can't spend the rest of your life saying 
to people, "Do you know what I used 
to do?" As for Carling's future, there 
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WILL CARLING'S TOP TEN TIPS IN 
SPORT AND BUSINESS 

1 "To achieve anything, you must have a direction, a puipose, an aim*. 

2 'Achieving the vision rests on iong hours of arduous uaining and 
practice, on the effort to achieve continuous improvement, on surviving 
chalienge and difficultly, on being prepared to endure and respond to 
critiasm, ’ says Will. 'That doesn't sound much fun, but neither doe^ 
losing’I 

3 'Confidence helps you to make the most of your talents. Self‘doubt 
causes you to under-perfonn...Doing too little, too late, ts practically a 
definition of lack of seif-belief.' 

4 'What gives people the confidence to get things right?' 

Getting things ri^t does that. It sounds like a tautology, but mastering all 
elements of the system and self-mastery go hand In hand.. .The great 
champion is at once master and pupil, ^ving lessons to others and 
learning himself from both expenence and coaches.' 

5 'Never stop trying", says Will. 'If at first you don't succeed, try, try 
again...If at first you do succeed, try try again.' 

6 'Be conscious of strengths and weakness. This is the opposite of 
arrogance The anogant company...ba$ks in a false sense of security.' 

7 'Great management doesn't focusjust on wmning the game m hand. It 
looks beyond to discover the next game, and to make sure, to the fullest 
extent of human powers, of winning again—and again.' 

8 'Work ts like sport. If someone gets in your way, remember that abuse 
and retaliation won't stop the fouling player from fouling again, and it 
certainly can't prevent the foul that's already happened. What is more, it 
might well Immobilise you, and the last thing you want in a game is an 
immobilised athlete.^Tiie angry manager is a ^ manager.' 

9 'Give your team confidence. Be aware of what you are doing and what 
attitude you are adopting, at all times. Restrict your planning—and your 
worrying—to the pnvacy of your own room, office or home. If you find 
you have been delivering the wrong message, correct it at once.' 

10 'Leaders get nowhere by reminding people of their failures. You win by 
encouraging them to remember their successful experiences and to repeat 
those experiences in a consistent manner. For all that to happen, the 
leader must live the vision, 'walk the talk'." 


"The Way To Win: Strategies For Success la Business And Sport by Wli 
Carling and Robert Hdler is pubUsbed by Little Bromt and Co., price 
£16.99 (UK). 


have been conflicting stories about 
the security of his tenure as England's 
captain since he accused the sport's 
governing body of being stuffy and 
out of touch with players' needs But 
there is no doubt that Carling's tellow 
players appreciate his leadership 
skills That was made plain earlier this 
year when the entire team refused to 
serve under any other leader after 
Carling's straight-talking reference to 
Rugby Football Union bosses as "37 
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old farts " He lost the England 
job—but was restored after 48 hours 
by player power 

One tabloid report claimed that no 
one cheered louder at Carling's 
reinstatement as captain than the 
Princess of Wales She also reportedly 
followed Carling's World Cup games 
in South Africa earlier this summer 
After the World Cup, busmess was 
booming for 'Captain Courageous". 
But the latest rumours which were all 


over the tabloid front pages, will put 
pressure on Carling and his TV 
presenter wife Julia 

He had claimed earlier "I'm a fairly 
private person. I enjoy eating out and 
going to the cinema. If I have a 
weekend off, 1 don't go and watch 
rugby....Iget dragged shopping." 

Unfortunately, life may be a little 
different from now on for the rugby 
legend. • 
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pulling carts Whowashe'> 


CARTOONS ARTHUR CARDOZO 
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QUESTIONS 


1 Where was the 33Td 
. World Table Tennis 
Championships held*^ 

y If former West 
Indian captain 
Clive Lloyd was 
nicknamed The Black Cat 
who was known as Fat Cat^ 

Sometime back a 
^ leading English 
daily had highlighted the 
plight of this former 
Olympic hockey 
goalkeeper who was seen 




( She was a former 
national swimmer 
of India a successful 
beauty queen and also an 
actress Nameher'^ 

This person s 
surname assumes 
that he IS a scribe But he is 
a cricket umpire*^ Who is 
he'’ 

^ He represented 

^ ^ India in the 64 and 

68 Olympics He was 
awarded the Arjuna Award 
in 1966 But he still plays 
hockey for a Calcutta first 
division club Who is he’ 

Only one man has 
won a gold in both 
the 400m and 800m event 
in the same Olympic 

Answer to Q No 5 








Answer to Q No 3 

Games Who was he’ 

Wbai IS the name ol 
V the TV series on 
Star Plus which pits 
two teams in off-beat 
cricket ganies'’ 

^ I She beat Stelfi Graf 
' * in the lirst round of 
a tournament and went on 


to Jose m the final to 
Monica Seles who was 
playing her first comeback 
tournament Name the 
player’ 

* f > If horses are 
1 ^ used in polo and 
equestiianism then what 
animals are used in the 
sport of trotting'’ 


MAKE TflIS 
BROKEN VlfCKET 
seem ’LIKE A 

microphone! 



ANSWERS 
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PRINCE OR 


Naseem Homed calls himself the 'Prince', but hopes to become the first Asian to 
win a world title and become the King. He spars with seven-year-olds in a gym 
in Slufiteld and his coadt Brenden Ingk thinks that Prince is world dass 
material 


BY IAN STAFFORD 

S TICK your neck round llie 
door of d small f;ym in 
Wincobank a rundown part 
of Sheffield and be prepared 
for the stran>?esi sijjht in British sport 
let alone boxing 
At first sight it may seemi as il the 
brightest prospect in British boxing for 
many a year is beating up a succession 
of small boys inside an elevated 
boxers training ring But before you 
reach lor the telephone and the 
number for the NSPCC look a bit 
harder 

In reality Prince Naseem Harned 
the 20 yeat old bantamweight from 
Sheffield who became the youngest 
evtrfcuropcan title holder m May 
after be*atmg the experienced Italian 
Vincenzo Beleasiro m front of a 
partisan Italian crowd is not laying a 
glove on the eager seven year tjlds 
Try as they might the boys are 
hurling left hook after right hook 
uppercut after )ab at the slippery and 
lean boxe r whose parents originate 
from Ye men Lach time the shots end 
up haimlessly m the air 
This is the secret of Brendan Ingle s 
gym His unorthodox (some say 
crazy) methods are beginning to pay 
dividends in a big way The 
54-year old Irish trainer has enjoyed 
previous success with the likes of 
Herol Graham and Johnny Nelson 
learning from his unique approach 
But It IS the Prince who gams Ingle s 
up as a definite future world 
champion and very few in the sport 
disagree vilh this verdict 

He cdll himself the Prince because 
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PRETENDER? 


quite possibly later this year if he has 
his say, Naseem Hamed expects to win 
a world title, and become King. If 
anyone needs reminding of this, he 
has this prophecy emblazoned on his 
shorts, with the word "Prince" on the 
front, and "To Be King" on the back. 

If he achieved this goal, he would 
have done it through 
sparring—^mainly with kids so small 
that their large gloves look almost 
comical at the end of their wiry arms. 
It was this method that made him 
European ichampion, and it may be 
this method that will help him defend 
his belt against another Italian, 
Antonio Piccardi. Thirteen wins out of 
13 fights suggests he's doing 
something right. 

"I know it must look daft, but these 
kids give me the best training possible. 
For a start they are so eager to hit me 
which means I can't slacken a 
moment. 

"And because they are still so 
young, they don't really know all the 
moves in boxing. This means, unlike 
most adult boxers, they are 
unpredictable, and sling punches 
from all directions. The end result is 
that I'm prepared for anything in the 
ring." 

The method is pretty safe. Naseem 
Hamed is not allowed to hit back, but 
instead dances around the ring, at 
incredible speed and turn of foot, with 
his hands behind his back. No wonder 
he is virtually impossible to catch. 

And this is why Ingle has adopted 
his strange, but increasingly 
successful approach to the sport. 

"Put it this way," says Ingle, his Irish 
brogue as thick as buttermilk, "the 
best football teams don't concede 
many goals. 

"I was only a modest middleweight, 
but when I gave it up in 1974, it was 
Henry Cooper who gave me the idea. 
He used to win all his fights, then he 
started to lose. He was beaten because 


he was always badly cut, the reason he 
was cut was because he kept on being 
hit. 

"Don't forget, boxing's the only 
sport where you can legally kill 
someone, so nobody should 
underestimate the danger. I certainly 
don't, which is why 1 train my boxers 
the way 1 do. 

"If they're not hit they can't lose. 
And if they're not hit, they can't be 
hurl. What more can any boxer want 
than that? And remember, in this 
game, your health is your wealth." 

It IS fair to say that Ingle has thrown 
himself into the cause. His modest 
house is directly opposite the gym, 
which means that he can be found all 
day, and half the evening, shouting 
instructions to a wide range of people. 

And then you have Cord Roberts, a 
seven-year-old skinhead from around 
the corner, who is the present-day 
embodiment of "The Dead End Kids" 
His mother is presently in prison for 
shoplifting, leaving his father to tend 
to four kids. Cord, looking like Tom 
Thumb,compared to Johnny Nelson, 
is brash, opinionated, and lull of 
depressing values. He voices racist 
comments in a thick Yorkshire accent. 
Naseem Hamed laughs, dodging 
Cord's punches in the ring. 

Ingle discovered Hamed when, 
looking out from the lop of a 
double-decker bus, he saw what he 
thought was a small frightened boy 
successfully dodging punches from 
the larger kids. He was so impressed 
that he sought out Hamed, introduced 
him to the ring and transformed his 
natural ability into sport. That was 13 
years ago, and the rest, as they say, is 
history. 

"I was good at fighting in the streets 
because I needed to be," says Hamed. 
"Kids attacked me because 1 was an 
Arab and had a different colour of skin 
to the white or black kids." 

So what does he think of 


loud-mouthed kids like Cord Roberts? 
"It's not his fault he's got these views 
and, believe me, by the time be leaves 
this gyrn. he'll be very different. You 
see, growing up as I've done in his 
gym breaks all the barriers Once they 
have been broken you can go back out 
on the streets and communicate with 
anyone." 

Ingle puls It another way. "It's no 
use treating a kid like him softly. He's 
used to a hard way of life, so it's a lot 
better to start off calling him a little 
bastard. I've told him that if he doesn't 
like other races, instead of getting into 
fights with them on the streets, and 
then being in trouble, he can come 
here and do it legally. 

Ingle breaks off. "Come on Cord," 
he shouts. "Just think, soon we'll be in 
a big Rolls-Royce arid I'll be smoking 
lat cigars." A huge, wide smile 
develops across the small boy's face. 

It is not only the kids who are totally 
bamboo/led by Hamed's speed and 
skill. Physically and first mentally, the 
Prince has outwitted every boxer who 
has fancied his chances. 

"1 only ever look into my 
opponent's eyes just before the start of 
a fight," he tells me. "I can usually tell 
then if they're up to it. 

"After that I just look at their feet. I 
remember one fight when the first 
words my beaten opponent said were 
to ask me why I kept staring at his feet. 
He spent the fight thinking about that, 
instead of concentrating on beating 
me. 

Everything suggests that the Prince 
will indeed become King and that he 
should look forward to a long and 
lucrative career. 

And when his career is over, the 
chances are another, equally slippery 
customer, could emerge from a small 
gym in Wincobank to take his place. It 
could even be Cord Roberts. • 

TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPH ASIA FEATURES 
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Leg spin, a difficult 
craft to master, seems 
to have made a 
comeback with the 
emergence of Shane 
Warne, AnitKumble 
and Mushtaq Ahmed. ® 

But all three of them 

have been plagued by _ 

inconsistent form. 

But how far have 
they really 

resurrected the dying 
art of leg spin? ‘ ‘ 












A s Shane Warne and Anil 
Kumble had batsmen in 
tangles over the last couple 
of years there was much 
excitement about the leiurn of spin 
Yet several times m the past few 
months, one has wondered whether 
the celebrations were a bn premature 
Sure, Warne and Kumble are the 
finest exponents of a dying art since 
the exit of the famed Indian quartet of 
the Sixties and the Seventies But 
inconsistency is one of the 
professional hazards of a big spinner 
Flue luaiing pierformances are part of 
thejob 

By the second Ashes Test last 
season Warne had touched a high He 
took 20 wickets in those two Tests 
me hiding a career-best 8 for 71 in the 
second innings at Brisbane and a hat- 
trick at Melbourne That took him past 
the 150 wickets mark in 31 Tests 
Thereafter it has been a bit of a grind 
Only seven wfekets in the last three 
Ashes Tests, and a modest 15 wickets 
haul in the four Tests of the 


Anil Kumbln: bad a disappointing 
parfbimanca against tha Wast Indlas last 
saasrn but is now In davastating form for 
Nortk «d|ptonshira in the county circuit 
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BY INDRAVIKRAM SINGH 



triumphant series in the West Indies 
were not really of the Warnesquc 
proportions that one had become 
accustomed to during the heady days 
of 1993 and 1994. 

Since the tour to South Africa in 
1992, Kumble had built up an 
enormous reputation, both in the 
Tests and the one-dayers. Before the 
West Indies arrived in India last year, 
he had captured 86 wickets in only 17 
Tests. But while the tourists were 
battling to keep intact their unbeaten 
sequence, Kumble was unable to 
deliver the knockout punch India 
looked to him for. The West Indies 
came back to level the series at Mohali 
as Kumble was able to pick up only 13 
wickets in the three-Test series at 

31.46 apiece. Compatriot 
Venkatpaihy Raju upstaged him in a 
series India should have won. Now 
Kumble is creating havoc with his 
county Northamptonshire. He is on 
the threshold of taking 100 wickets in 
the season. 

The cricketing world was also agog 
with the prospect of Pakistani 
Mushtaq Ahmed joining in to make a 
trinity of top-class leg spinners. After a 
very moderate early season series 
against Australia at home, Mushtaq 
did not appear in his team's other 
Tests. After having played 18 Tests. 
Mushtaq has taken only 44 wickets at 

36.47 each. 

Of the other leg spinners, Rajcndra 
Dhanraj's lot is to be on the periphery 
of a team packed with pacemcn. Ian 
Salisbury has been relegated to 
England's A team with little prospect 
of returning to the Test side. 

Wrist spin is a difficult craft, so to be 
as accurate as Warne and Kumble is 
indeed remarkable. Warne's 

Shan# Warne: in the Ashts lerias laat 
aanaon, ha parfarmad brilliantly, going 
peat the 160 wickat mark in 31 Taati. But 
Inexplicably, againit the West Indies, his 
farm fall and ha managed {ust 15 wickets In 
fanrTasta 
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enormous lurn and vicious flipper 
have left so many batsmen looking 
foolish. By contrast, Kiimble's 
deliveries deviate ever so little either 
way, the heavy top spin making the 
ball dart towards startled men at the 
crease. When they are on song they 
can coerce even the best batsmen to 
dance. 

It is hardly surprising that there 
have not been too many top class wrist 
spinners in the annals of the game. 
During the early decades of this 
century, A.P. 'Tich' Freeman was 
devastating in county cricket but not 
quite as successful in the 12 Tests that 
he played. Wc may also spare a 
moment here for B.J.T. Bosanquet 
who discovered the googly way back 
in 1902-03. Many old timers insist 
that the pre-war Aussie duo of Clarrie 
Grimmett and Bill O'Reilly were 
peerless. Grimmett with his 
round-arm action, in tandem with the 
volatile O'Reilly made a lethal 
combination. 

In the post-war period, the West 
Indian Sonny Ramadhin was a 
versatile bowler, adept at both leg spin 
and off spin. Subhash Gupte was 
India's first great leg break and googly 
bowler, and one of the finest in the 
world. The Australian Richie Benaud 
was another and he went on to 
become his country's highest 
wicket-taker in Tests until Dennis 
Lillee passed him. 

A leg spinner with a difference was 
Bhagwat Chandrasekhar. Amazingly, 
he turned an affliction into a lethal 
weapon and destroyed batsmen all 
over the world with his quick leg 
breaks and googlies. At times he 
bowled faster than some of those who 
opened for India then. In Pakistan, the 
leaden-footed batsmen found Abdul 
Qadlr difficult to handle. His bouncy 
action became a hallmark in the 
Eighties when he was the best in the 
world. 

Exponents of the chinaman—or 
left arm wrist spin—are even rarer. 
Maurice Leyland and 


ClHimIrmkhar. dtitroytd battman tha 
worldtavar with hit quick lag break and 
goagHqt 
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MinllMq/UaMd: likt olhar toggiM, he tM 
evfllm from en incomMiiiey of foriH 

Fleetwood-Smith bowled this 
delivery in the Thirties. Later there 
was the genius by the name of Sobers 
who got his wickets bowling fast, 
medium pace, chinaman and 
orthodox left-arm spin. 

Those observers who have been 
describing Warne as 'the greatest 
bowler ever', would do well to go 
through the list of the great leg 
spinners (See box). They may find 
that he has some way to go before he 
upstages those of his own kind. And 
when one considers bowlers of other 
types, there were several who were 
simply deadly. 

We must wait awhile to see if there 
is really a revival of spin or whether 
men like Warne, Kumble, May and 
Raju are mere aberrations in a modem 
game which is becoming increasingly 
mechanical. The heavy bat has often 
been condemned as an instrument 
that has sounded the death-knell of 
the flighted ball. A hint of the ball 
being given a bit of air is an invitation 
to batsmen to tank it over the top. The 
present-day spinner has become 
paranoid about tossing the baU up. 

Former greats like Bedi, Prasanna 
and Venkataraghavan disagree, 
stating that spinners today do not 
know the art of flighting the ball, and 


MONUODINHAMtO 


' ■ ■ ‘ • ' V. ’ ■. .. . 




USTFIALASIA^ 

'no iQQ4 ' 


SOME OF THE LEADING LEG 
SPINNERS IN TEST CRICKET 



1KTS 

WICKETS 

AVERAGE 

C.V.QfliMMtt 

37 

216 

24.21 


27 

144 

22.59 

Stihiwilila* 

43 

158 

28.98 


36 

149 

29.55 

ILftniMid 

63 

248 

27.03 

B4»Cfwiiriwithar 

58 

242 

29.74 

AMidiMir 

67 

236 

32.80 


20 

99 

25.37 


38 

176 

24.08 


3 RainjKlhi]^ bowled both leg splii ^ off spin. 
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tend to bowl the wrong line. With so 
much one-day aicket being played 
now, bowling flat has become a 
matter of habit with spinners. 
Whether the strategy of deceiving 
batsmen in the air becomes 
widespread again remains to be seen. 

In the ultimate analysis, the present 
generation is at least fortunate to see a 
couple of top-class leg spinners in 
action. It is most heartening that 
Shane Warne is a folk hero in the land 
of Lillee and Thomson. Anil Kumble 
has taken over the mantle from Kapil 
Dev as the leading strike bowler to 
bring spin back to centre-stage in 
India. 'Ihey offer a glimmer of hope 
that the traditional skills of the game 
will not disappear as a result of the 
ravages of commercialism. Beyond 
that we can only keep our fingers 
crossed. • 




SPORT & ENVIRONMENT 





T he environmental policy 
which the International 
Olympic Committee is 
seeUng to establish is based 
on the Olympic Movement's duty 
towards society and the well-being of 
mankind, as expressed in the 
principles enshrined in the Olympic 
Charter; 

V Our deep-seated desire is to act as a 
positive catalyst for action that goes 
beyond the Olympic Games 
theiinselves. Protection of nature and 
the environment so that people may 
practise the spon of their choice is an 
essential pan of the contribution to 
quality of life, which shtHtld be based 
on susttinable development. 

. Ihe Olympic Movement therefore 
has a duty to advocate a lifestyle based 
on respea for human beings and their 
surroundings through a preventive 
educational approach, in order to 
pnnect planet Eanh, a policy 
conducted and susuined by 
governmental agencies, the United 
Nations system and 
non-governmental organization. 

The probtems associated with 
teOh^areinaidfold, interdependent 
' arid in dimension. R is vital that 

the actions undertaken by each 
huUiddual body be integrated into an 
overall concept of sti^inable 
. deyi|cq;mient ecology. This is the 
framework within which the IOC has 


‘set itself a ttumbei: of bbjeaives at 
various ditieiient levels. 

I the plenary atm is td place the 
Olympic Gair^ with t)[ie 
cq^derabl^ r^uioes they generate 
^^imthosiam they arouse, at 
IdtescHrvice ^the quest for excellence. 










solidarity and respect of the 
environment with the cooperation of 
the oiganizmg committees and all the 
local regional and national entities 
which participate in this great festival 
of sport 

We also intend to broaden this 
campaign to encompass all the 
components of our Movement 
particularly the International 
Federations and National Olympic 
Committees, to ensure that every 
sports event, whatever its size, not 
only makes good use of existing 
resources but also serves to improve 
or restructure a natural site and 
safeguard its riches for the future 

Sport and the environment are two 
major facets of life which can help us 
to construe a peaceful society 
42 


'Tar from tho madding 
crowda ignobla atrifa" 
Cross country horse 
ridors taka in tho frosh 
cloar Now Zooland air 
In contrast runners in 
city marathons 
(piMro shows London 
marathon) must bo 
finding it tough running 
long distances 
in tho pollutod air 


concerned to preserve the earth as a 
hospitable home for present and 
future generations The International 
Olympic Committee is resolved to 
ensure that the environment becomes 
the third dimension of the 
organization of the Olympic Games, 
the first and second being sport and 
culture 

To that end, the Olympic 
Movement must deepen its 
knowledge of the environment so as 
better to protect nature We must 
prepare a strategy on issues relating to 
spons and Olympism from a realistic 
point of view 

As in other areas in which we are 
called upon to respond, the 
coordinated contribution of the 
Olympic Movement must be 


significant multifaceted and 
complementary It is in this spirit that 
the International Olympic Committee 
signed a cooperation agreement with 
the United Nations Environment 
Programme 

Hence also the Olympic 
Movement's support for the "Earth 
Pledge" launched at the Rio de 
Janeiro Summit in 1992 Our support 
for the "For future generations' 
rights" initiative launched by 
Commander Jacques-Yves Cousteau, 
reflects the same concern We remain 
convinced that sport organized in 
accordance with the Olympic ethic 
can develop human values whose 
basic elements are respect for the 
en\ ironment and protection of 
nature 

I would like to point out, 
nevertheless, that the Olympic 
Movement is composed of volunteer 
leaders in 197 countries who spare no 
effort to serve soaety as far as possible 
and in an appropriate framework 

United by and for sport, the 
Olympic Movement can and must 
mobilize itself to make its contnbution 
to the protection of planet Earth and 
the wellbeing of mankind. 

COURTESY OLYMPIC REVIEW 


Dark 

Nimbus 

HE victory of JCT Mills, 
Phagwara in the Federation 
Cup in Calcutta, some months 
ago, was a welcome revelation 
and perhaps the only silver lining 


in the dark nimbus which has 
engulfed Indian soccer 

Indian soccer is dominated by 
offiaals, rather than the players 
or coaches and in this aspea, the 
AIFF and the club officials of the 
three Calcutta giants are equally 
responsible For their petty 
interests, that is, to earn more 
money, they are more bothered 


in increasing the number of 
tournaments, as soccer is the 
number one spectator sport and 
draws crowds at all levels of the 
game 

Professionalism is the only way 
to improve the standard of the 
game in which India is 
pathetically ranked 111th 
SHUBHODIPPALCHOWOHARY Calcutta 




A Suggestion 

T his is a suggestion to tnm the 
awesome serves of the 
Ug'guns In tennis; all serves must 
go over the baseline of the 
receivers' end and not meander 
into the tram lines (the doubles 
area). By this rule, we can 
eliminate the service^receiver 
from stamUng almost out of the 
<piitt. Thjbi modiikation wQl, 
ensure greater service accuracy. 

the player, reduced 
l|)fed (h may Im imaigbial only, 
hntat least (be bi^cait be 
playable). ^ 
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Eye-Catching 

T hanks once again for those 
wonderful photographs 
which showed the golden 
moments of Wimbledon 
(Sportsworld 2nd August) The 
irfiotographs were really 
f ^ eye-catching especially those of 
• '*■' Steffi's and Becker's virtory lap. 
'Thanks once again for the 
beautiful poster of StefH Graf. 

K RAiNISHAGARWAL. 

Vishakapatnam 


Dominant 
Americana 

ETE SAMPRAS'S third 
consecutive win at 
Wimbledon in a row shows that 
the Americans are dominating 
the men's singles in the grand 
slams. 

Your detailed report, 'The 
Summer of Fortitude', on 
Wimbledon '95 was very 
impressive, informative and 
interesting. 

The extensive interview with 
y Boils Becker, and Uie progress 

and development of tennis were 
also interesting. 

^ ' B N BOSE, 

Citratts 




BY WILLIAM RHODES 


J ONATHAN EDWARDS stood 
at the start of his run, for his 
first jump at the World Athletic 
Championships at Gothenburg 
recently. It was a sunny, warm 
afternoon. He closed his eyes, this tall 
athlete dressed in dark blue vest and 
shorts and white sneakers. He tried to 
concentrate. The stadium was in 
uproar. The 400m semi final was 
taking place. The crowd were urging 
the athletes on .The athletes were 
running on the track which was 
inches away from the runway. 

But that did not disturb this 
Englishman. He ignored the sounds, 

FUG 

IIMTi 

HIS 

JONATHAN 
EDWARDS created 
history at the World 
Championships in 
Gothenburg, when 
he jumped 18,29m. 
The first man to cross 
18m, he now is the 
best bet for gold in 
the Atlanta Olymics 
next year 
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waited for the race to be over and then 
with a bend of his hips he started on 
his 18 stride run down the runway A 
hop and a step and then he was 
soaring across the sand pit It looked 
all too easy All great athletes make it 
look so easy But when he landed on 
the pit there was a smile on his face 
He knew that he had done something 
significant, but he was not sure how 
long the jump was He stood up and 
walked away from the pit and checked 
the wind limit it was legal He stood to 
one side looking tense and nervous 
He bit his knuckles and then he 
rubbed his hand through his hair And 
then the result came up an incredible 
18 16m (about 59 feet) In one leap 
he had become the first man to clear 
18m 

But that was not to be the end of the 
matter Halt an hour later Edwards 
was ready for his next jump He ran 
down the runway easy fluid 
relaxed comfortable and once again 
he soared across the sand pit This 
time he had jumped 18 29 m a 
stupendous world rev ord So in half 
an hour he broke his ovi n world 
record Apart from that a month 
earlier in Salamanca Spam he had 
set a world record of 17 98m That 
itself was incredible stuff 

At the press conference after his 
Gotenburg effort he concurred by 
saying "I don t want to think 1 m the 
best thing since sliced bread After all 
It sonlyjumpingintoasandpit If it 
was one of my rivals 1 would probably 
be thinking He s on drugs I ve tried 
to analyse it but all the little things do 
not add up to the sum total 

Jonathan Fdwards is the son of a 
preacher He is married to a woman 
named Alison and has two sons 
Samuel (2) and Nathan (3 months 
old) Nowadays at his maisonette in 
New c astle the phones keep ringing 
The requests are the same calls for 
interviews, requests for photo 
opportumities Jonathan and Alison 
are a simple couple It is only when 
you start talking to him, you realise 
how deep his born-again Chnstianity 
is "A whole new world has opened up 
for me, with a lot of pitfalls from the 
Christian point of view I've no 
problems with making money What 


is important is my attitude towards it " 
He feels that everything is done 
with the grace of God Without God, 
there would be no way that I could 
have broke ii the record 

His faith has been so intense that 
when the World Championships in 
1991 had the triple jump final fixed on 
a Sunday he refused to take part That 
immediaicly brought compansons 
with Erie Liddell one of the stars of 
the film Chariots oi fire who also did 
not run his race because it was on a 
Sunday Edwards said that he had not 
si^Ln Chariots of Fire but now he has 
changed his mind about competing on 
a Sunday because his motto is A 
victory for me is a victory for God 
Jonathan Edwards took to triple 
jumping rather accidently On a lark 
he took part in a school competition in 
North Devon and won But he 
added 1 didn t tram seriously after 
that because I was naturally gifted 
Then iny father pestered mo and 
said Come on God s given you a 
talent you ought to do something with 
It So I began to see it in the context of 
my faith God has given me an ability 
and would want me to use it and in the 
sporting world 1 would has e an 
opportuniiy to share my faith " 

He worked hard He got a job in the 
Royal Victorian infirmary m 
cytogenus (the study of 
chromosomes) and concentrated on 
his training But for a long time 
nothing rc ally happened It was only 
last year that he began to make 
progress and as he said succintly Td 
been jumping for years but suddenly I 
reached a different plane 18m was a 
dream—^lo do it once in my career 
would have been a phenomenal 
achievement but I ve jumped that six 
times this year 

Edwards has now quit his job and is 
now a full time athlete sponsored by 
Puma till the end of the 96 Olympic 
Games His life is thrown wide open 
He has absolutely no competition 
whatsoever He is on a different level 
like Sergei Bubka in the pole vault So 
the best bet for gold in the triple jump 
next year at Atlanta well don't look 
beyond this slim shy simple 
Englishman with the name of 
Jonathan Edwards # 
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KHAITAN-FEDERATION CUP ATHLETICS 

ON THE RIGHT TRACK? 



For the first time, the 
Federation Cup athletics was 
sponsored, giving athletes 
cash incentives. Yet athletes 
struggled to meet the 
qualifying standards for the 
forthcoming Asian Track and 
Field meet in Jakarta. Is 
Indian athletics headed in 
the right direction? 



0 % 



T he recent Federation Cup 

athletics meet in Calcutta has 
conspicuously exposed the 
'lack of farsightedness' in 
promoting the discipline since the 
ninth Asian Games at Delhi where 
India had earned enough 
respeaibility in the track and field 
events. Held prior to the Jakarta Track 
& Field meet, the Federation Cup and 
other 'qualifying' events only proved 
how contemporary Indian athletics 
has fallen behind even Asian 
standards. 

Since this major domestic circuit 
meet offered lucrative cash incentives 
for the first time, it was definitely a 
path in the right direction. The 
sponsors Khaitan's wholehearted 
support enabled the country's 
top flight stars and all other comers to 
prove their mettle in some of the 
'titanic clashes' in which a few were 
rather shocking (for some of the 
favourites who lost) and at the same 
time inspiring (for the youngsters who 
caused upsets). In faa, this meet, 
more than any other in recent times, 
threw new talent into the mainstream 
and some younger athletes who 
performed impressively nave 
indicated that with them lies India's 
prospects for prosperity. 

People like Tamil Nadu's 
Solaimathi, Karnataka's MK Asha, 
Kerala's Lekha Thomas and Punjab 
Police's Bahadur Singh Jr.,to name a 
few,have served warning to the more 
established stars that they are ready to 
begin a new era in Indian athletics. 

Plus there are many budding talents 
from the four zones who are being 
nurtured by the various coaches 
under the federation's schemes that 
began in 1991. 

Bengal's Jyotirmoyee Sikdar for 
example has shown tremendous grit 
and perseverence to perform 
outstandingly, beating former Asian 

CloekwiM from top riglit: Pmilab Polico 
flofrM tlio laipoit team and won the 
Fodorotion Cup attlia SaNLako Stadium. 
Cakulla locanilK Tamil Nadu'a woman'a 
tpmitot won tfca bin paid; Tha 


"QoldonQIrr 
loadatbo 


BonpoTa 


oppwMrilv to yiMtitfiphM wMi 







Clockwise from loft* Karnataka's MK Asha 
who won the hurdles double is talented and is 
a future prospect Gold medallists Sikdar with 
husband Avtar Singh after both won their 800m 
events, the fastest man was inspiringly Delhi's 
Amit Khanna who surprised the Sunday crowd 
by pipping formidable Anand Nataraian, Sakti 
Sinan and Jyotirmoyeo Sikdar were adjudged 
the best athletes of the Fed Cup 

specialist Tamil Nadu s Shiny Wilson 
in a memorable 800m final 01 course 
this does not necessarily mean that it s 
all over for stalwarts like Shiny and 
Southern Railway s Saramma The 
FCI manager like so many of her 
peers hadn t done enough 
preparation for the meet Sikdar who 
had a bad patch against the world s 
best in CjQthcnbuig had home 
advantage and the re tore was able to 
clinch the 1 500 800 and 400m gold 
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medals, and become the 'golden 



girl' of the meet. However, the bottom 
line is that Jyotirmoyee was one of the 
successes of the meet having 
deservingly qualified for the ATF meet 
at Jakarta this month. On the topic of 
'qualifying' mention must also be 
made of Lekha Thomas (in the long 
jump) who had shown enough 
potential in the 1992 Asian junior 
championships at Delhi where she 
won the bronze. Lekha has nurtured 
that talent to become the best long 
jumper in the country. 

On the flip side of the coin, there 
were some established stars who 
showed that they were well below 
their form. Well, that's if they 






participated in the first case! Ace 
middle distance runner Bahadur 
Prasad did condescend to participate 
at Calcutta. At Gothenburg, he had 
flopped miserably and in the Fed Cup, 
after losing to Satish Kumar of the 
Army in the 1500m, he blamed the 
track for his insipid performance. It 
seems that arrogance has gone to his 
head. A star nevertheless should 
maintain his position even if there is 
no competition at the domestic level. 
After losing hands down in the 1500m 
and skipping the 5000m, Bahadur 
Prasad only exposed that his form is 
perhaps on the decline...Hopefully, he 
can prove this statement wrong at 
Jakarta. 

Another star Solaimathi, who 
unfortunately missed out on 
Gothenburg because of illness, has 
shown that she is the sprint queen of 
India. She triumphantly anchored the 
Tamil 4 X 100m quartet at Calcutta 
and ran a brilliant 200m dash. But the 
' double' eluded her because of a poor 
take off in the shorter sprint where 
Delhi's EB Shyla covered herself 
with glory. Anand Natarajan after 
winning the 200ni gold, found 
himself left in the cold in the 100m. 
Delhi's Amit Khanna won the 100m, 
50 


* beating American-based Rajeev 
Balakrishnan. 

The closeness of the races provided 
ample proof that at present the 
timings in the sprint events have 
narrowed down to a great extent. In 
fact, it is perhaps a positive sign 
(though many would instead say that 
it was a sign of stagnation) that a lot of 
records have been broken over the 
past three years in both the men's and 
women's sections. 

It is also encouraging (though this 
can also be seen from a negative 
angle) that nowadays the gap has 
closed to such an extent that there are 
more and more athletes who are 
capable of beating one another on any 
given day. Sadly though, there were 
no records at the Fed Cup — which 
must be the blue riband of the 
domestic season—in spite of the 
financial incentives. There is no doubt 
that the gap between the past and the 
present is at last being bridged. 

One prime example is that of the 
men's shot putt in which burly Sakti 
Singh of Haryana regularly hurled the 
iron ball to a distance above 18.30 
metres, with second-placed Bahadur 
Singh (Jr) throwing 18-plus metres. 
Says the legendary thrower of 


I yesteryears Bahadur Singh of Telco, 
"This Bahadur Jr. is talented and can 
do better. He's already throwing the 
ball 18-plus at the age of 21, whereas I 
threw the distance when I was 28. 
(Smiles). Why, the same can be said in 
most events. The gap has certainly 
closed conspicuously." 

With only a few athletes managing 
to officially qualify for the ATF meet, 
the outcome at Jakarta will 
presumably be one of India's worst in 
recent times. But the Amateur 
Athletics Federation of India secretary 
Lalit Bhanot took an optimistic look at 
the present scenario saying, "We 
expected better results (although the 
qualifying marks were rather stiff) but 
it was so because of the 
'misunderstanding' with the 
government." He didn't clarify or 
elaborate on that. However, the 
general opinion in athletics circles is 
one of pessimism. As one veteran said, 
"What was our performance in the 
Hiroshima Asiad? Can we do any 
worse. No. And since then nothing 
has changed in Indian athletics." 

As they say, there's no way down 
once you're at the bottom. 

Subhash Sarcar 
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Vigour and vitality, strength and 
stamina. Quick action through the 
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TENNIS INDEX 


rtm (jRAT S sporting 
hero bt cause he played 
with such ease and had his 
own mind John Me tun k 

LAYIR that Wimble don 
and US champion Tony 
Irabert mthe mid 1950s 
tailed the greatest natuial 
athlete tennis has ever 
known Paneho Gon/ale/ 


fcRSON who Chris Evert 
believes IS one of the 
greatest if not the greatest 
coach ever Bob Brett 
Goran Ivaniscvie s eoaeh 

PORT that former 
heavyweight boxing 
champion Mike Tyson says is 
the closest to boxing because 
It s one on one Tennis 


HAT Andre Agassi says 
- IS his biggest mistake 
Not having a normal 
childhood * 

NCREASE in Puma s racket 
sales from 1984 to 1986 
when It signed Boris Becker to 
a $21 million contract to 
endorse its produas From 
5 000 to 300 000 




DDRESS of the new 
' Moniea Seles Fan Club 
on the Internet 
http//199 77 224 62/ 
kramer/seles/seles html 

UMBER of persons m the 
security force at the 
Atlantic City (New Jersey! 
Convention Center foi 
Monica Seles 6-3 6 2 
comettek exhibition victory 
ovt r Alartina Navratilova 
IP 
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OTAL number of break 
points that Pete Sampras 
faced on his serve during the 
last three Wimbledon finals 
which he has won 4 

THING tension on rackets 
used by Monica Seles 80 
pounds 

UMBER of grass courts in 
Spam a country which 
produces clay court 
champions 1 


V LIAS that Murphy 
* Jensen used to register 
with at a hotel when he was 
hiding from the pursuing 
media after failing to appear 
for his mixed doubles match 
at Wimbledon Mr Fancy 
Pants 

'HO Martina 
Navratilova beat the 
first time she played the sport 
of squash The pro at a squash 
club m New York City, 





T E N N 1 S TALK 


N umber of Gabriela 
Sabatini perfumes that 
are among the top tO 
best-selling perfumes in 
Germany: 3 (Gabriela 
Sabatini the Perfume, 
Magnetic and Cascaya). 

V A HAT Evonne 
^ V Goolagong alleged 
about her longtime coach Vic 
Edwards in her 1993 
biography Home; That an 
intoxicated Edwards, after 
squeezing her thigh in a taxi, 
blurted out, “You know, I 
love you so much I could rape 
you." 



PROFLSMONALbPORT 



R eason why Andre 
Agassi hasn't gone in a 
body of water larger than a 
bathtub in 10 years: He was 
traumatized then when a raft 
he was riding in the Gulf of 
Mexico came very close to a 
shark. 



I ^ROSPECT that Ion Tiriac 
1 calls “the best teenager 
I've seen ?ince Boris": 
Australian Andrew Ilie, who 
was born in Romania. 






TENNIS 


TALK 



OW Russian Yevgeny 
Kafelnikov describes 
playing the U S Open at 
Flushing Meadows, New 
York "It's like a nightmare.” 


HAT John McEnroe 
considers "an 
embarrassment to tennis" 
Scheduling the men's 
semifinals on Saturday at the 
U.S Open to accommodate 
television 


TLFFl GRAF'S favourite 
city New York City 
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UMBER of the top four 
seeds who reached the 
men's singles semifinals at the 
French Open in 1994 and 
1995 0. 

UMBER of the five 
doctors who advised 
Elizabeth Agassi, who was 
pregnant with Andre, to abort 
because she had to have a 
hysterectomy: 4. 

. HAT Jimmy Connors 
' / says is his biggest 
disappointment in tennis. 

That "my grandmother (who 
taught him and died in 1972) 
never saw me reach the top." 


DDRESS of Pete Sampras 
Fan Club: c/o Karoline 
Raczka, Zwimerweg 15, 
42781 Haan, Germany. 

I : OW Romania's colorful 
I Davis Cupper Nicholas 
Mishu, who speaalized in 
trick shots, occasionally 
served in the 1920s: With his 
back to his opponent. 

'"pHE most intense match 
i Mats Wilander says he 
ever played: His 6-4,4-6,6-3, 
5-7, 6-4 victory over No. 1 
ranked Ivan Lendl in the 1988 
U.S. Open final. 

Compiled by Paul Fein 







UNNATURAL 

SELECTION 


How inconsistent and 
at times arbitrary 
player-selection has 
been—and still is—the 
bane of Indian hockey- 
But fortunately 
player-establishment 
relations 
are on the mend 


BYNOVY KAPADIA 


j OR a decade or so, Indian 
hockey has suffered the slings 
! ^ and arrows of outrageous 
fortune. There was an 
infamous 'Dhaka incident': violence 
against a Japanese umpire after losing 
to Pakistan in the Asia Cup final which 
unfortunately led to the suspension of 
five players. A year later at the 
Willesden World Cup, India 
underwent the ignominy of finishing 
last. The walkout by Pargat Singh 
from a national camp, for not being 
made the team skipper. Later, there 
was the dissension between the 
Indian Hockey Federation (IHF) 
officials and players after the sordid 
1992 Barcelona Olympics debacle. All 
these incidents have given Indian 
hockey a negative image. The success 
stories, to say the least, have been 
rare: silver medallists in the 1990 and 
1994 Asian Games and in the 1989 
and 1993 Asia Cup. 

So, for Indian hockey it has been a 
story of declining standards, 
underachievement and missed 
chances. These problems have been 
accentuated by arbitrary and 
inconsistent selection policies. 


Dashing right-winger RP Singh was 
not played regularly when he was in 
his prime. When the Lucknow-based 
Jhamanlal Sharma was the national 
coach, the long-haired RP who hails 
from Gorakhpur was a regular in the 
playing eleven. In the earlier reign of 
MP Ganesh, RP Singh was in and out 
of the national team. When Balkishen 
Singh took over as national coach in 
1991, RP Singh was not even in the 
reserves, he became the forgotten 
man of Indian hockey, a step which 
hastened his early retirement. 

Composed centre-half Vivek Singh 
(whose youngest brother Rahul Singh 
is a member of the Indian squad for 
the forthcoming Berlin Champions 
Trophy) was mysteriously dropped, 
neglected and forgotten after the 1990 
Beijing Asiad. Courageous and daring 
goalkeeper Mark Patterson also 
suffered from whimsical selection 
policies which proved so irksome that 
he migrated to Australia. Utility 
midfielder AJit Lakra who has the 
height, reach and tenacity to excel 
was inexplicably put on ice after the 
1992 Barcelona Olympics. 

Defender Mohammed Arif, a 
regular when Jhamanlal Sharma was 
national coach was totally discarded 
during the Balkishen Singh reign but 
made a comeback when Zafar Iqbal 
took over as national coach from 
March 1993 to October 1994. 
Centre-forward Jagbir Singh when in 
his prime was dropped after the 1992 
Barcelona Olympics and since then 
made a comeback. 

Thoiba Singh,the last successful and 
natural left-winger of the national 
team walked out in a huff after the 
1990 Beying Asiad. Since then the IHF 
HP. Singh wat not plnyod rogulorly when ho 
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has flirted with many mediocrities as I 
left-wingers (including the makeshift I 
disaster Baljit Singh, converted from 
inside-right, at the 1994 Hiroshima 
Asiad) but never considered the 
obvious option of cajoling Thoiba to 
come back. Just after the Hiroshima 
Asiad, lanky custodian Ashish Ballal, 
rated the best in India, was made a 
scapegoat for the 2-3 defeat by South 
Korea in the final and om mined for the 
Sydney World Cup. The 
flimsy excuse flaunted was poor 
eyesight in floodlights. 

The unkindest cut of all was for 
useful schemer and all-purpose player 
Edgar Mascarenhas. In 1992 foi the 
European tour and the Barcelona 
Olympics, he was replaced by Didar 
Singh.unknown then and unheard of 
since. Edgar fumed and fretted and 
publicly stated he would never play 
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for India again. However, Cedric 
D'souza, the current national coach, 
cajoled and coaxed Edgar to make a 
comeback and now he is on the plane 
for Berlin. However, the best years of 
his playing career have been lost. 
Right-half Sanjay Bisht was a 
favourite during the Balkishen Singh 
and Zafar Iqbal regimes. Bisht was 
considered technically adept, 
excelling in scoops, flicks and 
trapping. However since Cedric 
D'souza has taken over, Bisht is not 
even considered for any of the 
national camps. 

In 1993, dashing winger Praveen 
Kumar was rated the find of the 
Bikaner Nationals. For a brief while, 
he flickered in and out of the Indian 
team both as a left and right-winger. 
Without being really given ample 
opportunity to prove his potential. 


Jagbir Singb was droppai after lha BaroalaM 
Ol^piea in apMa af bding in tap gaar 

Praveen was brusquely discarded. The 
omission of Gavin Fereirra, a natural 
left-winger from the 1994 Hiroshima 
Asian Games squad was equally 
mystifying. This weird selection led to 
India's attack getting imbalanced at 
Hiroshima as regular inside-forward 
Baljit Singh of Punjab Police became a 
makeshift left-winger. The • 
Chandigarh sharpshooter, 
centre-forward Devinder Kumar, 
who made it to the Hiroshima Asiad 
on the basis of one good performance 
at the 1994 Federation Cup, has since 
then failed to command a regular 
place in the India 'A' side as well. 

Another inconsistency in selection 
has been repeated opportunities for 
some, but limited chances for others. 
For instance, electrifying winger 
Praveen Kumar did not get his due 
and talented forward Brojen Singh, 
the Manipuri who plays for Services 
and rated highly as a junior, has only 
occasionally got the nod for the India 
'A' squad. Yet at the same time, the 
trio of inside-forwards Atif Idris, 
Sanjeev Kumar and Ravi Nayyakar 
have got repeated exposure, but have 
never made the grade. Stickwork is 
their forte but somehow they have 
always crumbled in the pressure 
cooker atmosphere of international 
hockey. While the national seleaors 
have now bid adieu to Atif Idris, both 
Sanjeev and Nayyakar are still given 
opportunities to prove their worth. 

Thus inconsistent and at times 
arbitrary selection has been the bane 
of Indian hockey for some time. It has 
led to indifferent results in important 
international tournaments. In the 
1988 Seoul Olympics, India finished 
sixth. They failed to reach the 
semi-finals because in the crucial 
league match vs Britain, coach MP 
Ganesh stubbornly refused to start 
with talented inside-forwards 
Mohammed Shahid and Merwyn 
Fernandes. Without the guile of this 
talented duo, India fumbled and 
stumbled to a 0-3 defeat. At the 1992 
Barcelona Olympics, India finished a 
dismal seventh, their lowest position 
ever. In the 1976 Montreal Olympics, 





India'also finished seventh but at least 
scored more goals (17) than they 
conceded (13). However in 1992 at 
Barcelona for the first time in Olympic 
history, India conceded more goals 
(12) than they scored (7). 

The famed 'total hockey' concept of 
coach Balkishen Singh just did not 
click. Penalty corner conversion was 
pathetic. India converted just two of 
the 29 penalty corners they earned in 
the seven matches they played at 
Barcelona. Yet ironically, nearly the 
same squad were hailed as messiahs or 
magicians for their successful summer 
tour of Europe, where they emerged 
with a cent per cent record including 
wins over Britain and Germany. 

Why the squad disintegrated within 
just two months is a mystery which 
maybe Balkishen Singh will one day 
reveal in his memoirs. The IHF 
b igwigs cited indiscipline as the cause 
of the debacle and several stars were 
sidelined, some like centre-half 
Sukhjit Singh permanently. 

However, a major flaw in the 1992 
Barcelona Olympic squad was 
erroneous selection. It is now well 
known that two injured players. 
defender and penalty corner expert 
Yagdev Singh and Ravi Nayakkar were 
virtual passengers at Barcelona as 
they were carrying injuries from the 
final camp at Delhi. And to think that 
the taxpayers money is used 
(misusedi) to send a medical expert 
with the national hockey team. 

Indian hockey has not yet 
overcome the Barcelona campaign 
and the scars are still visible. 

Stability in administration, 
continuity in selection and an 
international presence has for long 
been the panacea for Indian hockey. 
Since the high profile super cop K.P.S. 
Gill and the energetic secretary K. 
Jothikumar took over the reigns of 
administratioh in the summer of 
1994, there have been some changes 
for the better. The much needed 
financial incentives have been 
introduced. For finishing second in 
the 1994 Hiroshima Aslad, each 
player got Rs. 25,000. For the 


improved showing in the 1994 
Sydney World Cup, each member of 
the Indian squad received cash 
awards, a gold coin from the IHF 
president Mr. Gill and an air ticket to 
his hometown. As an incentive, the 
IHF gave each Indian player a colour 
TV set for finishing second in the 1995 
Sahara sponsored 8th Indira Gandhi 
international tournament. 

By such gestures, the IHF has won 
the players' hearts and loyalty. 
Mercurial, long-haired centre- 
forward Dhanraj Pillay sums up the 
players response to these conciliatory 
gestures when he says, "Aab 
zameen-asman ka farak haL "Pillay 
and other national players are glad 
that Gill has made the players feel 
important. Pillay says, "For the last 
three camps we were put up in first 


class hotels and provided the best 
facilities and good food. The IHF is 
now approachable. We can go to them 
with our problems." This emphasis on 
man management is the right step as it 
has boosted the player's confidence. 
Slick kitting, better hotel and 
transport facilities are a welcome 
change. 

It is a welcome change from the not 
too distant past when during a 
national camp star players lolled 
about on string cots and stayed in 
dingy, dark dormitories. At long last 
the day of the witch-hunt and nagging 
confrontations between the players 
and authorities probably over. 

It is now the era of dialogue and 
conciliation. As regards man 
management Gill and his IHF team is 
on the right track. 
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IHF is making strenuous 
I efforts for long-term 
i. sponsorship so that the players 
can get regular remuneration on the 
lines of cricketers for Test matches and 
one-day internationals. The Pakistan 
Hockey Federation (PHF) has 
arranged a contract with Coca Cola tor 
their national team till the 1996 
Atlanta Olympics which is worth S 
million US dollars. The IHF must now 
market Indian hockey adequately to 
ensure that we gel M ulti- National 
sponsors. Till now, the cash incentive 
have been due to Gill's contacts and 
personal efforts. For some notable 
triumphs at the Sydney World Cup, 
local non-resident Indians raised a 
sum of 1,000 dollars and presented it 
to the national team. Gill's generosity 
can be compared to former IHF 
president MAM Rarnaswamy, 
another large hearted benefactor. 

India lost the 1978 Bangkok Asiad 
final to Pakistan 0-1 but played 
creditably. As a reward Ramaswamy 
gave the entire squad a sumptuous 
dinner and each player got a generous 
amount of about 3,500 dollars for 
personal shopping. .Such gestures and 
distribution of largesse by Gill and 
Ramaswamy are laudable, but the IHF 
n\ust strive to add wealth to their 
coffers so that payments arc 
mandatory and not just as rewards. 

To their credit the new IHF set-up 
has ensured continuity in selection 
On the eve of the national team's 
selection for the forthcoming 17th 
Champions Trophy at Berlin, a 
Hamlet-like dilemma prevailed in 
Indian hockey, to select or not to 
select former skipper Pargat Singh. 
Creditably the selectors resisted the 
temptation, despite many 
orchestrated moves to recall Pargat. 
Even the coach of the Indian 'A' team 
Vasudev Bhaskaran, after the 
Malaysian tour in August '95. had said 
that Pargat will be an asset to any 
team. Cedric and the selectors rightly 
felt that the rigours and demands of 
playing a Test series agains^ Malaysia 
are far removed from the exacting 
atmosphere of competing against 
Olympic champions Germany, world 
champions Pakistan and runners-up 
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Mark Patterson: whimsical selection policies 
forced him to migrate to Australia 

Holland in the Champions Trophy. 
Hence they opted for the tried and 
trusted trio of defenders Rajmsh 
Mishra, Anil Aldrin and K.K. 
Poonacha. 

One of the selectors remarked that 
Pargat's name was considered but at 
present it was felt that he could not 
replace either Rajnish or Aldrin in the 
playing eleven. Rajnish is a superb 
tackier and intercepts well. Aldrin, a 
penalty corner expert, has improved 
his tackling, recovery and anticipation 
and according to coach Cedric D'souza 
he excelled in the recent four-nation 
tournament at Atlanta. Poonacha, the 
hardest hitter of the ball in the 
country, can be devastating with 



penalty corners. He is an asset with 
the rolling substitute rule as he is used 
for short bursts. Cedric has relied on 
Aldrin and Poonacha to improve 
penalty conversion to about 30 per 
cent. Hence Pargdt will still have to 
bide his time. His turn may come at 
the Azlan Shah trophy at Ipoh, 
Malaysia in November 1995. 

The injured Ashish Ballal is 
replaced by Edward Alloysiiis who has 
been rewarded for his efficiency and 
form at the NRI sponsored 
four-nation tournament at 
Chandigarh this summer and on the 
Malaysian tour. In midfield, the wily 
Jude Felix expressed his inability to 
participate in the Champions Trophy 
due to his professional commitments 
in Singapore. Certain hockey experts 
m India, feel this is the end of the road 
for Jude. They feel that lanky Rahul 
Singh a composed pivot noted for his 
accuiate and defence-splitting passes 
is a centre-half for the future. Sandeep 
Somesh is already an established 
midfielder. 

Rahul's selection has created a 
unique record. His eldest brother 
Vivek Singh is an ex-Olympian (19y8 
at Seoul) who also played as 
centre-half. Ironically when India last 
played in the Champions Trophy at 
Berlin in 1989, Vivek was the 
centre-half. The second brother 
Prashant Singh played for the India 
'A' side in the four-nation 
tournament at Spain in 1989. Thus for 
the first time three brothers have 
represented India. There have been 
instances of father and son playing for 
India or brothers Charanjeet Kumar 
and Gundeep Kumar but never a trio 
of brothers and coincidentally all of 
them played as centre-half. 

Skipper Shakeel and Harpreet 
Singh are the other midfielders. For 
India to do well, that is to finish in the 
first three at the Champions Trophy, 
the midfield must click. Improvement 
and tightness in midfield possession is 
Cedric's game plan, so the onus is on 
the midfielders to ensure accuracy in 
passing. 

In the forwardline, there is one 
change. Sinewy, slim Edward Aranha 
becomes yet another discard at the 


perennial trouble spot the left flank. 
His absence means Gavin Ferreira will 
be the first choice left winger. Either 
Edgar Mascarenhas or newcomer 
Hasrat Qureishi could function as 
inside-left. However, in case the left 
flank does not click, Cedric intends to 
experiment. Centre-forward Dhanraj 
Pillay may be tried as left winger as 
well as Hasrat who has a good reverse 
hit. Still the left flank remains a 
problem area and India is over-reliant 
on Mohammed Riaz and Mukesh 
Kumar to launch attacks. If Hasrat 
clicks, then former Olympian 
centre-forward Jagbir Singh's 
chances of a comeback will recede. 
Overall the selectors at the goading of 
Cedric have chosen a balanced side 
with emphasis on continuity. 

U NLIKE in the past, the 

national hockey team has 
been hyperactive this year. 
The second string or 'A' team has 
toured Italy, Zimbabwe, Malaysia and 
played in a four-nation tournament at 
Chandigarh in June '95. The senior 
team started the season of hope for 
Indian hockey with the Indira Gandhi 
international tournament at Delhi, a 
European tour and a four-nation 
tournament at Atlanta. A third string 
Under-21 years nationaLside being 
coached by 1980 Olympian Surinder 
Singh Sodhi has got international 
exposure in Australia. It is to the credit 
of Gill and the new JHF set up that 
they have increased and broadbased 
the number of players getting 
internatibnal exposure. A large pool 
of internationals is thus being 
groomed so that can step into the 
senior team as in the case of Rahul and 
Hasrat, when required. 

The IHF has ensured stability in 
administration, continuity in 
selection, improved man 
management and remuneration and 
an international presence by so many 
tours. Now the question arises: how 
good is the Indian hockey team? A 
draw against the full-fledged Aussies 
and narrow reverses twice against 
Olympic champions in the last three ' 
months Indicate that India has 
reached the threshold of a 



Dhanral Pillay says that tha IHF boss K.P.S. Gill 
has made tha playars faal important 


breakthrough. 

Tom Van'i Hek, chief national 
coach with the Netherlands Hockey 
Board along with Ronald Oltemans 
says that, '"all India needs is one good 
result, a win against one of the top 
four teams (Pakistan, Holland, 
Germany and Australia) in the world 
to become an elite side again." The 
Dutch coach feels that problems of 
fitness and adjustment to the artificial 
surfaces are lame excuses now. He 
says, ^'Indian players are only a shade 
less fitter than us today, bui they have 
a bigger advantage as they are blessed 
with a natural flair for control." 

Tom Van't Hek feels that India still 


Gavin Farralra: his exclusion has made tha 
Indian attach weaker 


RAJESH KUMAR 




tend to struggle against the tight 
marking Aussie, Dutch or German 
defence. He feels they get mentally 
psyched and lose confidence to beat a 
defender and create openings. 
National coach Cedric D'souza in 
press statements on returning from 
Atlanta feels the players have 
acquired the confidence and flair to 
penetrate a man marking defence. He 
said, "The biggest gain at Atlanta was 
the mental uplift of the boys. They 
played with rare composure. Unlike 
previous occasions when we have 
been conspicuous underdogs against 
Australia and Germany we shook 
them this time with our positive 
play." Ace striker Dhanraj Pillay also 
confirms this surge of confidence 
amongst the Indian players. "At 
Atlanta, we were so confident we 
went out to win. Previously, when we 
played Australia or Germany we were 
afraid; we used to say, 'no taking more 
than two goals or so' and things like 
that in the dressing room." 

Pillay feels that if the Indian squad 
can maintain their form and 
confidence they can finish in the top 
three in the Champions Trophy, a feat 
achieved just once before, (in June 
1982 at Amsterdam in the 4th 
Champions Trophy). Overall, India 
has played in six Champions Trophy 
tournaments since its inception in 
1978. Of the 31 matches played by 
India so far in the Champions Trophy 
they have won 10, drawn four and 
lost 17, scoring 63 and conceding 93 
goals. 

In 1980, India made their 
Champions Trophy debut at Karachi 
finishing fifth. Two years later, India 
finished third. In 1983, India finished 
founh. Then came the slump. India 
finished sixth and last in both 1985 at 
Perth and 1989 in West Berlin. In 
1986 at Karachi, India were fifth. 

India launches her bid for the 1995 
Champions Trophy, with (except for 
Dhanraj Pillay) a team of the 90s. 
Coach Cedric and his squad are 
bubbling with confidence. We can 
keep our fingers crossed that the 
Berlin outing is not one more false 
dawn but the dawn of a new era, the 
herald of a season of hope. • 











.i-f,Vv.7*v‘f '.**■ 






'f.f 


,.c^i1 




■'.' ■''. 'i(. ' 

-r 




V;.. 


. ^ ■: ei' 
f.v ^ 

h'^'4' 



, 'ly 


'A '*•' ■- 

- 

|7 •:■■;; 


p 

-''iy,K., ‘lA 

.'j\V -1 

‘44 f'; 

3; 

'A.rt’i' ' 


j/ , 

*' 7-' '4 





T 


^W' *4 i 

"■'■^ '■> ' ^ '"H f> H 

^A‘ii:vvji- ... ^^ ;;; r,.' u< 




V V/; 






■ V. V‘ 




■ .' -'.. '"'■. t: 1--- ‘\L‘^-.^\'^-f.‘-.P4y'Ps^Si^-y ■' " 'V'* * ' v 

; ■ ■ ' /.V-.■;^'*;^'-'VT«^‘:f^., - ‘--/."^ 

’" ^ ' ' , ., V' ■■ -'. ' • •: ■' -i ■’ ‘v*“i ' ' f-_ . 


‘ *'/ ;-\ 'Z:;?, :i<x'4 "'T' ■ ’ ^ .'’ 


1 /- ■ ., ' . / ■ "; ■■■'>/'> ;''?^7.''".i ■ . 




Statistically, K2 
has killed 40 
mountaineers before 
Hargreaves. IC2 
generates something 
approaching fear, 
because of its deadly 
reputation 





loth MtohMl ScIwimelMr, and 
(lit BanallM Rananh B191, saani 
to ba tha bait In tka bwinata. 
WHh aix Mfina ihia yaar Schu- 
maehar conaolidatoa hit World 
Cbampionahip ehancos 



WINNING 

FORMULA! 


Michael Schumacher seems to have his plans well chalked out as he gets 
nearer to winning the Championship for the second consecutive time. 
Damon Hill on the other hand is still struggling to find his winning 
formula 



A t the outset of the '95 
Formula One season, 
people were talking in aw 
of a German, one Michael 
Schumacher v^o many believed hat 
thehiheriiim taleht and mettle in hin 


to become the greatest FI driver of all 
time. He was even said to be better in 
temperament and possessed a 
coolness that would probably make 
him even greater than Ayrton Senna, 
Alain Frost, or even old timers like 
Graham Hill or Juan Manuel Fangio. 
All this was said after the curtain came 
down on the '94 circuit, and after the 


world champion Schumacher became 
the youngest (at 25 yrs) and the first 
German to win the FI world crown. 

Schumacher heard of all these 
accolades that were being heaped on 
him but remained unperturbed. That 
is actually the German's forte, he is a 
champion who stays unruffled and 
supercool ai all limes—both on and 
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off the raong tracks. He goes about his 
job with such mechanical precision 
that he is even likened to a robot or a 
clone. Well if he was a robot 
programmed to win at all costs, so be 
it. Schumacher has fine tuned his 
psyche and his driving prowess to 
such an extent that the rest of the pack 
just can't seem to keep up to his pace. 

Damon Hill and team Rothmans 
Williams Renault had to be content to 
remain in the wake of the fumes of 
Schumacher's Mild Seven Benetton 
Renault B195 in six races this season 
(out of a total 11 till the Belgian Grand 
Prix). Hill who so far has managed to 
take the chequered flag only thrice 
this season, was surely getting 
frustrated after every race. The Briton 
just could not reconcile himself to the 
fact that in spite of having the 
much-touted superior machine, and 
in spite of having won the most 
number of pole positions this year, he 
just could not capitalise on the 


advantage. At the beginning of the 
year both Hill and his team Rothmans 
Williams Renault were so confident of 
their FW17's superiority, that they did 
not think much about the machines 
or the driving acumen of their 
adversaries. 

Things came to a head after the 
Belgian GP when a frustrated and 
disoriented Hill accused Schumacher 
of dangerous driving, and said that he 
was a victim of bad and unacceptable 
driving by the world champion. Hill 
claimed that the German had 
deliberately banged wheels on the 
23rd lap of the 44 lap race. 

The champion who began in 16th 
position on the starting grid was 
trailing behind the early leaders Jean 
Alesi and David Coulthard. both of 


What want wrono?*, aaam to ba tha question 
foramost on Damon Hill's mind as ho walks 
away daioctod after the Balgian GP 


whom had to retire with mechanical 
problems. After 44 laps when 
Schumacher finally took the black 
and white flag for the sixth time this 
year, one aspect was pretty evident. 
The German was the best in the 
business. Even when the weather 
gods opened the skies it did not deter 
Schumacher. In fact, the rains proved 
that the champion was not merely a 
fair weather driver. • 

Hill who came in second to trail 
Schumacher by 15 points, was mighty 
pleased about one ruling that came 
after the race. The FI A slapped a 
one-race ban. suspended over the 
next four races on Schumacher for 
infringements of the Code of Driving 
Conduct. Though the ruling would 
initially go in favour of Hill, it will also 
put added pressure on him because he 
cannot afford to blow away any 
chance that comes'his way in the next 
few races, one of which (the Italian 
GP) will be over by the time you read 
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This It a file shot of Alaia Prott with tho McUr- 
ontoam Thoroaroimlioatioiia that ho night 
ro|oin tho McLaroa toaia for tho *96 soatoa 


this With only six races remaining 
this season the onus is now on Damon 
Hill to perform Of course, 
Schumacher will also feel the heat in 
the next four races where he will have 
to put in his impeccable best to avoid a 
possible one race ban But 
Schumacher remains unperturbed, 
and this cold demeanour of his should 
sec him zoom through the next four 
races without creating a ripple 
Hill on the other hand has 
reportedly announced that he would 
certainly reconsider his future in FI if 
no action was taken against his arch 
rival Instead of whinging what Hill 
should seriously reconsider are his 
capabilities and his strategies 
Only then does he stand a real 
chance of coming even close to the 
feats of Michael Schumacher and 
probably ever win a FI Drivers 
Championship % _ 


Formula 1 World Champions 
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News Item: George Foreman said in 
an interview that he would not fight 
Tyson, if Don King was the promoter. 
Also, Bob Arum, Foreman's promoter 
and Don King have been bitter rivals 
for years. 

B oxing promoter Papa Doc 
Arnold suddenly got an idea 
Why not a boxing match with 
promoters Don Creed and Bobby 
Balboa? For so long, people had seen 
them at ringside only, so it would be 
interesting to see them in the ring for 
the first time. So Papa Doc approached 
Don Creed who agreed immediately. 
But Bobby Balboa look some time 
before he could be convinced: a purse 
of $ 10 million each finally sealed the 
deal. The contracts were signed and 
the fight was scheduled to be held a 
month later. 


you are in a corner. I really hope I 
won't be in a corner in my fight with 
Bobby. You know, if he defeats me, it 
could be the cornerstone of his future 
success." 

"Don't worry," Tyson said 
soothingly, "you'll turn the corner 
against him." 

In another ring, George Foreman 
was instructing Bobby Balboa, "Why 
don't you try the Rope-a-Dopc trick?" 

"What's that?" the promoter said, 
having no idea of boxing techniques. 

"You take a rope into the ring and 
tie Creed's legs together. Then you 
feed him a bit of dope. After that, he 
will become a sitting target and you 
can hit him to a standstill." 

"Great idea," Balboa shouted, "I 
don't want a Rocky road to success." 

"But," Foreman cautioned, "Creed 
IS a sly guy. He's got the speed of a 


On the day of the fight held at the 
Hilton hotel in Dallas, the large hall 
was packed with spectators. But when 
fight time arrived, both the boxers 
hadn't come into the ring. Half an 
hour passed and still there was no sign 
of them. A panic-stricken Papa Doc 
rushed into the dressing rooms and 
found that they were both suffering 
from diarrhoea, caused by the fear of 
going into the ring. A yellow stream 
began to flow out of both the dressing 
rooms. Papa Doc, sensing an 
opportunity here, rushed out and 
approached Tyson and Foreman. He 
pointed at the stream and said, 
"Yellow, yellow/Diriy fellows." 

Tyson and Foreman agreed and they 
accepted Papa Doc's offer of being 
their new promoter. 

Soon, the spectators began to grow 
restive. They started shouting and 



Soon, Mike Tyson was showing 
Don Creed the inside of a boxing ring. 
Creed had never been inside one, and 
so it was a novel experience for him 
Tyson was saying. "This. here, is the 
corner. After you hit Balboa on the 
nose, you come and stand here, while 
the referee starts the count... " 
"Interestingplace, a corner." Creed 
said, as he placed his hands on the 
ropes and looked around, "the world 
looks different from here. Like as if 


Stallone, I mean, stallion. So you have 
to be careful that he doesn't draw First 
Blood. Although, I feel that the fight is 
going to be a Cliffhanger." 

"That may be so," Balboa replied 
confidently, "but I think I will Escape 
To Victory ." 

Meanwhile, Papa Doc Arnold had 
sold the TV and film rights; there was 
also a million dollar book deal for 
Creed's autobiography: 'How to be a 
Con: My Creed!' 


began throwing the chairs around the 
hall. Don Creed and Bobby Balboa 
heard the commotion, and in sheer 
terror, they zipped up their trousers 
and ran out of the venue.... 

And the last that was heard of Creed 
and Balboa was that they had fled to 
India and had become Coolies No. 2 
and 3 in Govlnda and Karishma's 
house respectively. 

Shevlin Sebastian 





flower-packed, low-smoke, synthetic-based Castrol JETTX 
unleashes the power in your bike Getting you off to a flying 
start Be it on the race track or at the traffic signal 

Synthetic-based Castrol JETTX ensures a clean, smokeless 
burn and extra mileage 

Castrol JETTX meets the latest technical specifications 
introduced by major Japanese bike manufacturers — 
JASO M345 FC )— the highest for two-stroke bikes worldwide 
Switch to Castrol JETTX Get off to a flying start Break into 
freedom And zap the rest 

Castrol JETTX la beat aulted for Japaneae engine 
two-atroke bikea and aeootara, viz. Yamaha, KawaaakI, 
Suzuki and Kinetic Honda. 


Castrol 
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'UFE IS MORE THAN A 
TENNIS MATCH' 

Boris Becker, ever the 
philosopher, talks about his 
dreams, his motivations and his 
current maturity 

YANKEE DOODLE DANOY! 

A comprehensive report on the 
finals of the US Open plus 
exclusive interviews with the 
men's and women's singles 
champions. Also: Monica Seles' 
mcredible form in her comeback 
Grand Slam 

U 

A SPECIAL UFESTYLE 
SECTION 

The rise of stress in daily life has 
led to the increasing popularity 
of sports as a pastime and the 
influence of sport on what we 
say, wear and do. It is a reflection 
also of increasingly affluent 
lifestyles 
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READERS' 

uiz 


QUESTIONS 


I Who was the English 
«batsman, born of an 
^dian parent, who once 
cored a Test century, 
btting throughout with a 
inner and then later, 
^naged an English tour of 
l^ia. 

\ 

When 'Bapu' 

4 . Nadkarni reeled off 
hb9 successive maiden 
oys at Madras in 
1^-64, who were the 
t^English batsmen he 
boiled to? 
i 

>1 Which Barbadian 
^ cricketer was brought 
up \ England and was 
off^d a place in the 
En^hd Test team but 
deched. Two years later, 
he embarked on a glorious 
Testjarfeer for the West 
Indii? 



/ AMMKtrtolLNo.? 


tr Chetan Chauhan has 
^ * scored the highest 
number of runs in Tests 
(2084) without scoring a 
century. Who has taken 
the maximum number of 
Test wickets without 
achieving the bowler's 
century i.e. five wickets in 
an innings? ^ 

6 What is common to 
, these four Test 
cricketers: Arthur 
Cunningham, Tony Lock, 
George Griffin and Ian 
Meckiff respectively? 

^ Who holds the record 
/ « for playing the 
maximum number of Test 
innings^ithout being 
bowled? 


CARTOONS. ARTHUR CARDOZO 

4 Who was the former 
»international 
off-spinner who was given 
the Australian-style 
nickname of 'Rowdy', 
because he was a quiet 
person, but later was 
surprisingly suspended 
from cricket for telling 
dirty jokes in front of the 
ladies? 

Answer to OiMSlion No. 4 


ANSWERS 


1. Raoian Subba Row sa>i«d 137 MThe Oval' 
agidnst Australia In 1961, batttai^ 
throughout VHth a runiwr. He iii^^ 

the'81*62 tour of It^.'. 

2. XeuBarihigtoni^Brlaadbhis* : , 

3. CknrdbnCrecidd^ri^sai^roadied^U^ . 
19721^ the dieaBii8Pahd(lpi»«rlla)r V 
nihigworth* He 4M|iiifxla|idln2974h^^ 

. 'ldsdebiatafUliuKrlia#tloi;|^ 

4. Ashley JAaIhrt, ^ teoA AtiatiuUto 
off>qdimervw.bumedft]ff.hfeby.ih^ ' 
Queen^hmd Cridtetetsi'Club in'81. 

9 , Mike Hendikk, the EhgBdioiethuih'p*^ 

6. 7fM!yhayeani>i^.adledll»ilittm4nf 
■ Tests. ■ .. 

7. ''Jaclde''Hampshire, the 

wasuotjboifrMto ; 

‘ 'iconsecudt^TEStK'.'. 























FOCUS 



CORKEY 

AND 

THORPEY 

England captain MIKE ATHERTON looks at 
two of England's heroes from the recent series 
against West Indies 


S Graham Thorpe was 
playmg a gem of an 
innings in the fourth Test 
at Old Trafford—an 
innings which helped establish 
England's platform for victory—it was 
with wry amusement that I thought 
back to early 1994. 

With Thorpe having failed (in 
Guyana) for the fourth consecutive 
time the cricket correspondent of the 
Daily Telegraph wrote that the Surrey 
left-hander ought to return home 
forthwith to work on his obvious 
technical flaws, and that it was a 
complete indictment of the English 
system that such a technically flawed 
player should even sniff a regular Test 
place. 

Thankfully the selectors had more 
patience and, dare I say it, more 
wisdom. We stuck with Thorpe and he 
repaid that faith with 80 in Trinidad 
and another matchwinning 
contribution in Barbados. Those two 
innings were, I think, vital for his 
self-confidence: once you know you 
can score runs against the best in the 
world on the toughest tour in world 
cricket the sky, as they say, is the limit. 

Dominie Cork at ibt start of bis kat-trick. when 
ho howM RIchio Riehoidson Mag the loarth 
Tost at Old TraflM. Cork took 2i wickoli ia Iho 
sorios and seorod 1S7 runs 
6 








Apart from seleaorial abenations 
against New Zealand he has since 
been ever-present. He has had an 
ever-burgeoning influence on 
England's middle order and is, in my 
opinion, currently our best player. 

More recently Thorpe has been 
joined by his great friend, Dominic 
Cork, who has burst onto the Test 
scene just as remarkably as Darren 
Gough the winter before. Unlike most 
of us, Cork has not found the need for 
a 'bedding-in' period. Indeed, he 
walked away with two Man of the 
Match awards in his first three 
matches, with a seven-wicket haul, a 
hat-trick and a maiden Test fifty. 
Perhaps his early success has a lot to 
do with the fact that he has had to 
work extremely hard to get there, and 
is determined not to throw his 
opportunity away. 


On the field, m their differing ways 

PATRICK EMER 



both are my type of cridceter. Both are 
aggressive and 'up front', Cork 
perhaps more obviously so. When 
batting apinst him, I am always 
aware of his aggression. His body 
language conveys this, and his 
bouncer is deceptively quick and 
always straight. I always got the 
feeling that he was trying to get up my 
nose—and I am glad to say that he has 
not lost this priceless gift! 

Thorpe's strength is more an inner 
mental fortitude. His runs have 
usually come when England have 
needed them most and are facing a 
crisis. I can remember only three 
injudicious dismissals; Melbourne 
second innings, Edgbaston second 
innings and, of course. Old TTafford 
second innings. For the most part he 
sells his wicket dearly and yet scores at 
an attraaively quidc rate. 

Dominic's success will, of course, 
vastly increase the number of people 
who demand a share of his time. I am 
glad to say that he has joined an 
eminently sensible sports agency in 
Nottingham which, if needs be, will 
keep his feet on the ground. I am sure 
this will not be needed: so far he has 
handled the media with aplomb. 


When batting againtt 
Dominic Cork, l am 
always aware of his 
aggression. His body 
language conveys this 
and his bouncer is 
deceptively quick and 
always straight 


being humble in success and making 
people aware of the inevitable more 
humdrum times ahead. While most of 
us et^oyed a night out after Old 
Itaffor^ he quietly slipped away with 
his wife. She assured me he had a 
'pass-out' that night—may be this 
explains why he has the lowest 
body-fat percentage among the 
BngiandsquadI 

lliotpey also prefen to leave the 
Ume-li^t to others. Early on his in 
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chairmanship, Raymond Illingworth 
said that in his captaincy days he 
always preferred the strong, silent 
types, and in Graham he need look no 
further. I am inclined to believe, 
however, that he possesses a touch of 
insanity. When not batting he can be 
found holed up in a comer, 
surrounded by bats, bat-handles and 
grips, constantly replacing and 
adjusting his bat-handles. While most 
of us go on how the whole bat feels 
and looks, he goes only on the shape, 
size and comfort of the handle. His 
favourites accompany him to the 
hotel every evening. His 'madness' 
extends to point where he believes 
that he has one bat with which he can 
only hit through the leg side. 

In England's two home victories 
this summer both Cork and Thorpe 
have played an integral part. Both are 
cricketers to be admired and respected 
on and off the field. Both are the type 
of cricketer that England are looking 
to build a team around. They should 
be regulars, and successful for years to 
come to help take England to greener 
pastures. 

Contrary to earlier media reports. England 
cricket captain Mike Atherton has not 
resigned from the editorial board of Wtsden 
CridattMonMy 
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A look at happenings in the game of cricket 
from the world over 


N finding themselves a 
player short, Birmingham 
club Danescourt's Sunday 
'Courts' XI recruited Sadie, a 
Labrador belonging to one of 
their players, as an emergency 
fielder The Wolverhampton 
Chronicle reported that the dog 
was seen frequently picking up 
the ball and returning it to its 
faithful master' 

AY ILLINGWORTH'S 
assistant manager this winter 
m South Afnca and for the World 
Cup will be former Sussex 
captain John Barclay, tour 
manager of the successful 


England 'A' side in India last 
winter 

John Emburey, who returned 
to Test cncket at Old Trafford, will 
be team manager for England 'A' 
in Pakistan this winter, taking 
over this role from Phil Neale, the 
incumbent for the last two years 

A fund to promote cncket in 
Sn Lanka has been 
launched, with the aim of making 
the island nation world 
champions by the next century 
'Cncket fund 2000' was launched 
by the Sn Lankan Board's new 
president. Ana Punchihewa 




i '^HE latest batch of MCC 
hiMlprary life members 
est cncket's leading 
Capil Dev, as well as 
Sian team-mates 
tavi Shastn and Syed Kirmani, 
Australian opener Geoff Marsh 
and Pakistan left-arm spinner 
Iqbal Qasim 



. HABBIRKHAKU 17' 
suffered a double fracture of 
the leg after being hit by a 
motorcyclist who rode onto the 
pitch during a match at South 
Oxhey, Herts The 
biker tned to hit two other 
players before mowing down 
Shabbir the youngest player on 
the pitch 


RASH of streakers during 
the Old Trafford Test— 
there were nine interruptions by 
persons in various states of 
undress—brought a call from 
Lancashire CCC chief executive 
John Bower for those 
exhibitionists guilty of holding 
up play in this way to be charged 
with a cnminal offence 


^ RAHAM GOOCH has 
' > indicated that next season 
will be his last in county cricket 
Gooch, 42, completed 1000 runs 
in a season for the 19th time in 
1995 

f p ORTUGAL (317 for 5) beai 
I Germany (256) in the final of 
the fourth European Cncket 
Federation Nations Cup, held in 
Oxford Holders France and 
Austna reached the semi-finals of 
the competition, which also 
included teams from Belgium, 
Greece, Malta and Sweden 


R DDIEHEMMINGS, the 
> longest-servmg current 
county player, has announced 
his retirement Hemmings, 46, 
finished his career with Sussex 
after spells with Warwickshire 
and Nottinghamshire he won 16 
Test caps 
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‘'HE Lord's Grandstand is to be 
rebuilt to a design by^ 
'modernist' architect 
Grimshaw. The cuiTaMP'»Vl' 
Grandstand, on whltn ttie 
famous Father Time 
weathervane stands, was 
designed by Sir Herbert Baker 
and was built in 1925. 
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r TANDARDIS ATION of the 

5 regulations for Test matches 
and one-day internationals 
around the world from 
September was high on the 
agenda for the ICC at their annual 
meeting at Lord's. Major 
points agreed included: 

• TESTS: Minimum of 90 
overs per day to mean just that, 
even if it means continuing past 7 
pm; no re-calculation of overs 
remaining if an innings ends— 
only deduction to be two overs 
between innings. For purpose of 
estimating fines, existing 
allowances will still apply (fall of 
wickets, other delays). New ball 
can be taken after 80 overs 
(currently 85 in England, 75 in 
some other countries). 

• UMITED-OVERS 
INTERNATIONALS: 

Standardised to 50 overs per side, 
with 'Australian' field restriaions 
applying (only two fielders 
outside 30-yard limit in first 15 
overs). 

• ALL INTERNATIONALS: 
Third umpire to signal decisions 
by means of red (out) or green 
(not out) lights. Players and 
officials forbidden to bet. 

• FINES: More than £ 50,000 
has been accumulated in 
over-rate penalties. This goes to 
ICC Development fund, and is 
being distributed to finance 
coaching in various countries. 
Level of over-rate fines to be 
increased: 5% of match fee for 
each of first five overs short of 
required rate, 10% per over 
thereafter. 

•MEMBERSHIP .Italy 
admitted as 22nd associate 
member, applications for 
associate status for France, Nepal 
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and Thailand deferred; Greece 
and Vanuatu admitted as affiliate 
membere. 

• UNDER-19 WORLD CUP: To 
be played in South Africa in Jan 
1998, and every four years 
thereafter. 

• ICC TROPHY: Qualification 
regulations revised; players may 


play under (1) birth qualification, 
(2) residence of live years, (3) 
citizenship for five years (min. 
240 days per year). From 1997 a 
minimum of seven piayeis will 
have to be qualified by birth or 
citizenship and a maximum of 
four by residence; from 2001 it 
will be nine former, two latter. 

• COMMONWEALTH 
GAMES: Agreed to support 
cricket's inclusion at 1998 Games 
in Kuala Lumpur. 

ASHISH KAPOOR, who 
made his Test debut for India 
as an off-spinner last winter, hit 
300 out of a 50-overs total of 375 
ford for Abergavenny against 
Swansea in a Welsh Sunday 
League match. Kapoor, 24, hit 41 
fours and four sixes during his 
innings. 

EN RUTHERFORD, dropped 
as New Zealand's captain in 
favour of the uncapped Lee 
Germon has signed a two-year 
deal to play for South African 
provincial side Transvaal. 'The 
crunch came when 1 was 
dropped,' said Rutherford, 29, 
who said that an Australian State 
team had also approached him. 
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Forces 1 to 10 
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PERSONALITY 


ORE THAN A TENNIS MATCH' 


FROM ROBIN CHATTERJEE, NEW YORK 

W HEN someone as erudite and as 

experienced as Boris Becker teUs you 
that he has fina/fy found the secret to a 
long and successful tennis career, you 
just gape and listen. 

/ The Plato among tennis pros has a different 
philosophy about life at every press conference that he 
attends. And at Flushing Meadow, the vocal and vastly 
opinionated Becker was no different. 

Becker's 'longevity' (as he chose to sum up his tennis 
life span) was taking on dramatic proportions simply 
because he decided to, "get a Kfe." 

As he explained, "You know, the secret with a long 
career in general, in sports—if you want to stick around 
very long and enjoy your sport, you got to somehow 
squeeze in a life off the tennis court. In my case, I found 
a woman and we decided to start a family. If I hadn't 
started that, let us say, two, three years ago, I don't 
think I would still be playing tennis, because termis is 
no longer the important thing in my life. It is my wife 
and son." 

Which makes us ask: what is wrong with Boris 
Becker? Here was a guy who actually expounded on 
the virtue of the large levels of adrenalin and qiirit his 
arteries released from time to time. So why was he 
trying to convince all and sundry that the secret of his 
success lay more with his wife and son than in his talent? 

But surely Becker's current theory is flawed. 
Statistics and not arguments would also serve to put the 
matter at rest. When Becker started out in 1983, he was 
ranked 563. His ranking as we all know climbed 
subsequently and he dropped out of the top 10 for the 
first time in 1993. And that was the year he got married 
to Barbara Feltus. The Beckers have one son, Noah 
Gabriel, who is 20 months old. 

But the philosophy in Becker refused to admit that 
he was miserable during the period when his ranking 
had dropped. He defended that slunqi by saying that he 
was aware of his loss of form and that was of utmost 
importance. "I basically knew why I was playing bad," 
he offered. "But at that moment I didn't care too much 
because I spent more time chasing my wife, not the 
tennis ball." 

Surely the man had his priorities even though, three 
years ago, they may not have been in the right order. 
But the Becker that we are seeing since Wimbledon '95 
has became a lot mote subtle and packs a lot mote 
finesse in the tennis that he playsi That is not to say that 
he is not treatit^ the crowd to soibe glorious reviews of 
his adolesoem days. 



E ven though the Becker of today sounds awfully 
pretentious when he speaks of raidng hte game to 
'incredible levels', those incredible levek sometimes 
indude that spectacular dive 'n roil vcdley wirmer, the 
shot that was once recorded on film and practised by 
aerobatic young German wannabees in mass training 
sesions. 

Similar shots today arc few and far between in the 
Becker repertoire though an ultra focused Becker did 
reveal them once or twice at the recent U.S. Open. The 
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ground hurt as if to remind him of his present 
limitations and a mature Becker accepted those 
messages wisely and got on with the task of choosing 
the ^softer' options for a win. 

Todays Becker is 'old' in tennis terms and he is slowly 
coming to terms with that fact. The power in his 
armoury has been replaced by an enhanced 
understanding of court craft, guile and cunning. Even 
his emotions are much more on hold than they were 
ever before. Observers have attributed this to his new 
role, which is that of a husband and father. Becker's 
new attitude is an ideal personal choice, and it is also 
'quietly' effective. 

As he testified, "My family has taken me away a little 
from tennis for six months, sometimes up to a vear, but 
it is very imponant for me, anyway, to do that in order 
to have a base, and then that allows me to continue 
playing tennis at the highest level." 

Today, Becker still continues to scale these high 
levels in his chosen sport, though unlike the past, they 
are few and far between. Before, every word from 
Becker's mouth and every match that he played only 
went on to raise his 'stock' as a tennis player. But today, 
in spite of being ranked at No. 4 on the ATP computer, 
the spotlight has shifted a bit from him and focused 
instead on Sampras and Andre Agisissi. The mature 
individual in Becker, however, refuses to admit that it is 
a negative happenstance. 

"Just keep doing that" (concentrate on 
Agassi-Sampras) he told the press after he quietly 
pulverised Marc Rosset to enter the fourth round at the 
U.S. Open. "That is fine with me." 

Becker without attention? "The attention is on me as 
well," he explains patiently. "But there are periods 
when it is more on Andre, Pete or Thomas Muster or on 
a couple of others who are playing at a particular time. 
But I am in the top of tennis right now, almost ten 
years, so the attention is always there and so is the 
pressure." 

I N spite of the fact that Becker is still capable of 
unleashing great tennis, albeit on a more subtler 
tone, it was being widely opined that if there was one 
faaor that might have contributed to Becker's downfall 
over the two months after Wimbledon it could have 
been his sudden professional 'divorce' with his coach 
and mentor Nick Bollettierf. 

At the beginning of 1994, Becker hired a new team, 
headed by Nick Bollettieri, who is perhaps the best 
known coaching name in the business. People have 
varying opinions about Bollettieri, and these range 
from talkaholic, a con-artist, a super salesman and 
perhaps, more accurately a suntan oil vendor. 

However, what is not disputed about Bollettieri is the 
fact that he gets results. 

Bollettieil went a step further in handling a listless 
Becker and helped him reach the finals at Wimbledon. 




*1 ipsa t a i s f a da n cl iw i i wywii»,aat gw t aa a ii kail,** lit says 

But since then, it has been downhill for both of them, 
ending in a split. Since then, Becker has requisitioned 
the services of Mike DePalmer, proving that the 
Bollettieri chapter is now closed. 

"I don't want to go back to that," Becker asserted. "I 
worked in New York with Mike DePalmer who has 
already been with me for over a year. And it seems to be 
doing fine, but there is no definite decision yet what is 
going to happen in the future." 

Today, Becker is at the crossroads of a very important 
chapter in his future. He has devised his own methods 
of survival and it seems to be effective. For those who 
disagree they have only to look towards Becker's 
contemporary, Stefan Edberg, who is only two months 
older than Becker. Edberg, today, is a thing of the past. 

Becker takes his matches for what they have come to 
mean to him; just tennis matches. And this approach 
has seen him benefit immensely. "To tell you the truth. 

I don't really care," he said on the eve of his quarter 
final at the U.S. Open. "I have to go out there, 1 have to 
play great tennis to win and who is on the other side, 1 
don't really care. I know what I have to do and so be it." 

People have not figured out how to deal with 
Becker's sort of pseudo-intellectualism, while others 
credit it to the faa that he is finally what he wants to be. 

But maybe if we look at the big picture, we will realise 
that Becker is getting maximum results with the 
minimum of inputs. And for someone who has been all 
the way to the top-^nd who Is still there—the key 
requirement now Is contentment. 

And that is what Becker has in abundance at the 
moment. Or at least that is what he would want us to 
believe. • 
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FOCUS 


FROM ROBIN CHATTERJEE. 
NEW YORK 


S HE may not be the original 
Martina* but at 14* she Isn't 
doing a bad job in coping with 
the pressures that 
periodically emanate from having a 
name that also belongs to one of 
tennis' living legends. 

Then again* even though her game 
is not as slick as the one practised by 
her erstwhile counterpart* Martina 
Hingis is talented enough to milk the 
sport* not just with her potential but 
with her name* for the millions that it 
is worth. Which is probably why even 
though the Women's Tennis 
Association (WTA) rules have slowed 
down the rankings rat race* limiting 
Hingis to only 12 tournaments a year* 
she is currently ranked as high as 18in 
the world. 

But Martina Hingis will be haunted 
by her name just as Martina 
Navratilova is getting spooked out 
too. For Navratilova* it is getting to be 
a situation where her immediate past 
does not seem to leave her alone. It is 
as though she cannot seem to get 
away from the game. Whereas for 
Hingis* it is becoming a situation 
whereby she is being forced to 
emulate not her idol but that of her 
mother's* which is exaaly why she 
got that name. 

Navratilova has had to fight her 
inner self more than once before she 
finally called it a day from the game. It 
was time for her to think* to sit back 
and listen to all the praise that she so 
freely gets—but which she once so 
grudgingly received—from those fans 
who adored her will to press forward 
not only in tennis but also in life. 

So imagine her surprise when less 
than one year after her retirement* 
she sits in a broadcaster's booth only 
to watch another Martina take 
prominence at the U.S. Open! 

What's in a name* people may ask? 
Plenty if you happen to play tennis 
and have a name like Martina. It is not 

Mariiaa NiMit la cmiiily ^ 
illrarM big critics aay llial slM hM ^ 
lcbccMialic.1 
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WHAT'S IN 
A NAME? 

' I 

Fourteen-year-old MARTINA HINGIS has shown 
that she has the potentialtoliveuptothe 
reputation of the legend she is named after. The 
Mg question is, wiUshe? 










as basic as Peter or a Boris or a Stefan 
or Steffi. Martina is a name which is 
worth much more. It has a legends a 
true story, like that of Pete which is 
why people use it with respect. It is a 
name which grows on you but has a 
copyright, nevertheless. Martina 
Hingis was, like her idol, bom in 
Czechoslovakia, but raised in 
Switzerland and that's why she speaks 
Czech, English, German and French. 

Her mother played the sport as well 
and so as Hingis said, "It is not a 
surprise that I became a tennis player, 
too.” That and her name has ensured 
that she will always have a sort of 


n^jyelty value, that will ensure a 
smooth transition to the travails of 
fame. 

At this U.S. Open, however, Hingis 
did not quite make the grade. losing to 
Gabriela Sabatini in round three but 
she left a positive and lasting 
impression of better things to come. 

Consider this. In an age where most 
women players are tall and powerful, 
Hingis is already standing at 5 feet 6 
inches, which leads one to assume that 
she will get stronger and her game will 
get more fluent. And for this she has 
the endorsement of Navratilova who 
feels, that she is far ahead of Seles, 


Graf and the other former teenage 
phenomenons in one panicular area. 
"She looks comfonable everywhere 
on the court," is the opinion. "She hits 
all the shots. She's going to be very 
good." 

Hingis in her press conference after 
she lost to Sabatini said, "In certain 
ways it's a little scary, being out there 
at 14.1 think 1 have a little time. 
Enough of time and security as most 
critics seem to feel." Navratilova in 
her concern for Hingis had once 

Hingia wHh Omf at yaar't Wiw M a d oa. 

WhMMr Hiinis CM SQM wHb ttw pratiiifM of 
Ifet Iwr nMiM !• 



FOCUS 



H^r opponents ogroo Hint Hingis has a 
complolo game and is comfortablo all around 
court 

campaigned for tighter restriaions in 
her role as president of the W.T A But 
today she, as well as others, safely feel 
that Hingis will never go the Jennifer 
Capriati way In fact when Hingis was 
told of the comparison she retorted, "'I 
am Martina Hingis, not Jennifer • 
Capriati I am from Europe, not the 
USA It's not the same family There 
just hasn't been the same kind of 
theatre around me as there was 
around Capriati " It seems that money 
docs not seem to be the ultimate 
bottomline in her development as a 
pro tennis player It seems that Hingis 
has other hobbies apart from tennis 
and these include soccer and riding 
horses 

The same, however, cannot be said 
of Navratilova, who, as the )oke in the 
circuit suggests, is playing more tennis 
in retirement than ever before Her 
agenda consists of doubles, mixed 
doubles, exhibitions and team tennis 

Maybe it is time for Navratilova to 
ensure that the two names-if not the 
accomplishments-undergo a smooth 
transition But that would be the 
ultimate sacrifice for her With the 
pain that comes from her recent 
retirement still raw, and with the lure 
of the courts proving stronger than 
ever, Navratilova has not gauged the 
full impact of what Hingis today 
represents, the future, making it 
difficult for Navratilova let go of her 
past 

Both the Martinas are hungry 
Hingis IS doing what Navratilova 
wants, but cannot have Navratilova 
on the other hand rc^presents 
everything that Hingis wants to be, 
but has to wait years in order to 
achieve those dreams. The two 
Martinas certainly present a strange 
contrast One is currently trading 
groundstrokes, while the other is 
looking through her newly acquired 
granny glasses with a trace of nostalgia 
and sadness in her eyes. 

Both were, however, on 
cenire-couit. And both were trying to 
live up to the promise that their 
common name holds. # 


US OPEN 


CLOSE RIVALRIES OF 
A DIFFERENT KINDI 

Focus on the Agassi ~ Sampras matchup 



BY ROBIN CHATTERJEE, 

NEW YORK 

I F you were one of those tennis 
freaks who would be taking the 
subway from Times Square in 
Mahattan to Willets Point in 
Queens, venue for the US Open, you 
would have definitely glimpsed the 
following.... 

"I bring out a Jot of my opponents' 
strengths, like their ability to handle 
defeat." Andre Agassi 

"Tennis is in my blood. Cut me 
open and you 'U find furry, little, 
yellow haemoglobins "Pete Sampras 

"Tm very competitive This better be 
the best damn poster on the subway." 
Andre Agassi. 

" The great thing about tournaments 
in New York is there's lots of fun 
things for my opponents to do. After I 
beat them. "Pete Sampras. 


The puipose of these little capsules 
featured above is not to highlight the 
talent of the copywriter who created 
them. Its main objective is to highlight 
the current rivalry that is sweeping 
through the world of tennis at the 
moment. The rivalry that is 
threatening to eclipse or wipe out the 
images and personalities of other, 
tennis pros who have been on the 
Tour for longer and have tolled almost 
harder than these two. 

Hie rivalry between Andre Agassi 


and Pete Sampras. 

Although the birth of this nvalry 
had actually been conceived through 
the combined efforts of those 
marketing agents who are on the Nike 
payroll and the advertising agencies, 
today, it is a faa that these two players 


Peta Sampras, wiimar of savan Slam tidas. 
adharas to a smooth and funny parsona 

arc well on their way to becoming part 
of tennis folklore And because they 
are being sold as a pair rather than 
stnctly individual it is only going on to 
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REVIEW 


'I Hope The Rivalry Gets More Popular' 

Pete Sampras speaks after winning the US Open 


Ranking aside, you are No. 1? 

PETE SAMPRAS You know u 
depends how you look at it I 
mean, Andre has been a lot more 
consistent than I have this year He 
has won a lot more titles, but, you 
know I feel if you win two of the 
Majors, there should be a strong 
possibility you should be No 1 but 
like I said he has been a lot more 
consistent won more titles My 
year has been a little up and down, 
but, you knovy it is the computer, 
you know, I can t — I can t ng it 

What do you think your 
chances are of catching him in 
the points by the end of the 
year or whenever? 

I don't know I haven't seen the 
points I am at this point going to go 
home and enjoy this and 1 got a 
Davis Cup lie in another week or 
so and so I hopefully 1 can end the 
year strong, but he has been a lot 
more consistent as far as his results 

Would you take the U.S. Open 
and Wimbledon over his titles? 

Yes, 1 would 

When you play Andre In a big 
match, do you not just feel like 
it is for this title, but you are 
sort of playing for the title, you 
know, that there is always 
more at stake than Just, you 
know the circumstances; there 
is that feeling. 

Well, you know, walking on ihe 

c iisLire ihai the profit margin is very 
high 

Even ihcir images havt been 
create cl to pe rle etion Agassi s is brash 
andgiiingy while Sampras adheres to 
a smooih and funny pe rsona This is 
conveniemi for the public bcccuiscthe 
iwo personalities are unleashed upon 
them thus giving them a chance to 
lake ihcir pick alie r ee]uaiing their 
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court today, I could really feel the 
electriaiy Yeah, it is different 
When Andre and I play each other, 

I find that he is the one guy 1 can go 
out and play good tennis, he can 
still beat me and 1 can't say that 
about a lot of the guys on the Tour 
He has the best return of serve in 
the game and, you know, walking 
out today I fel t like I needed to be at 
my best, and that is really the 
bottom line when 1 play Andre If I 
am not at my best the way he has 
played this summer this year, you 
know, I felt that 1 was always under 
a little bit of pressure m the final 
This is a rivalry that I hope gets 
more and more popular I think it 
is, getting to the final here and 
playing pretty good tennis So you 
know, got a lot of respect for him 

You would have been 
disappointed if he lost to 
Becker in the semis? 

Well, It would have been a 
different match playing Bons, but, 
you know, when you have a 
chance to win the U S Open title 
you want to beat the best player in 
the world, and he is—as far as in 
my mind one of the best players in 
the world 

What is the most gratifying 
part of this one? 

Beating Andre I mean, you know, 
would have—it is always—it 
would have been different if 1 
would have played Boris and 

own personalities with that of their 
he rocs After all everybody isn t 
going to be seen dead with the Agassi 
head rag 

Blit that IS not going to stop Nike 
from hogging all the publicity 
anv way Because* even if the players 
did nor go out of iheir way to promote 
the company 1995 will siill be 
rt*memberecl as the Nike Open'and 


beaten him I would have been just 
as happy, but tt is always a little bit 
different when I can beat Andre No 1 
and 2 in the world, both American, 
and, you know, to beat him makes 
me feel a little better than if I had 
beaten someone else 

Do you think you deserve to be 
on the cover of Sports 
Illustrated? 

I won my third Wimbledon and I 
didn't get on there, so hopefully 
now I will get on there 

Is there anything that you in 
your own mind would like 
more of, or wish to have to a 
greater degree? 

1 think I am extremely happy the 
way I served and my volleys, but I 
still feel like I can return a little bit 
better I still feel like I can improve 
I really believe that 

1 can be a little bit more solid 
from the backcourt, I mean, I don't 
think there will be a day where I 
am satisfied with my tennis 1 
always want to get better, and that 
IS—that IS what gels me up in the 
morning to praaise is trying to get 
even better and playing someone 
like Andre, you know, he has 
beaten me a couple of times, three 
times this year, he forces you to try 
and change some things, chip and 
charge a little bit, serve and volley, 
my second serve and try to add a 
little bit more to my game, so, that.. 

not just because they had the biggest 
sports goods stall at the USTA complex 
The logic here is simple when Jim 
Courier beat Michaei Chang in the 
quarters, Nike scored a major point 
over Reebok and Courier became the 
third Nike male to reach the Open 
semis On the other side of the fence, 
Seles, a new Nike recruit, 
ensured that the company received 



Andre s«ld that when he will 
look back, they may not 
necessarily really remember 
who has bwn ranked No. l,but 
people will always remember 
the Slams. Is that how you see 
It? 

Absolutely. Absolutely. I mean, 
when you look back at the greatest 
players of all time we look at the 
number of Slams they have won 
and the ranking is something 
everyone just takes for granted as 
far as McEnroe being No 1 or 
Connors being No 1, in my mind, 
the maior titles is the most 
important thing In my year and 
the fact that 1 have won two, really 
ends my year on a great note 

Now, Pete you have won seven^ 
Slam titles now, 1 think you sa*e 
four behind Borg and maybe 
five behind Emerson. Do you 
think about that and is getting 
the most Slam titles a goal of 
yours: breaking the all*time 
record? 

It IS something I haven't really 
thought about breaking the record 
I Just see myself preparing the best 1 ^ 
can for Majors mentally and 
l^ysically getting ready and it is 
not really like a goal 1 put on my 
chalk board; I am going to break > 

Emerson's record. I still feel that 
the French is the one thing that is 
misdng and that is a pretty tough 
challenge for me to win there, so 
that—*you know, something 1 
haven't thought about as far as the ^ 
record. 

dollops of publicity 
In a sense it doesn't seem fair but 
the only constant controversy that 
was being generated, was by Nike 
Swoosh versus the others More than 
one top>ranked player moaned about 
the Nike influence, that resulted in 
them being assigned to play :n outer 
courts,interference with match 
schedules so that the Nike proteges 



Andre Agassi is brash and grungy, and wears 
the mast siitlandish of enstumas 


could play according to their 
convenience and promotional 
influence And all this has made 
everyone ask one pertinent ques ion 
Has Nike bought the very sole of the U 
S Open’> 

Maybe But it is also a fact Boris 
Becker had remarked, "It can't just be 


a coincidence that it is always Agassi at 
2 p m on Centre Court It would be 
interesting to see how he played li he 
was always on Court No 2 at noon 
And having said that Becker got 
personal with Agassi saying that his 
on court attire was ridiculous and 
outlandish and he would not let even 
his infant son Noah Gabriel be seen 
wearing such clothes Which is 
prec isely why the Agassi versus 
Becker match was billed not as a tennis 
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match, but as 'war' 

Agassi put the entire issue into 
perspective by saying, "You spend 
your whole life respecting someone 
and then he turns around and says 
ilMs It s still very much on my 
laktid even now " As far as the entire 
20 


Nike issue is concerned Jim Courier 
provided positive glimpses of it when 
he concluded sarcastically. "Phil 
Knight pretty much decides what 
court he wants to sit on and watch a 
match out basically." Courier was 
joking but the impression was 


Borit BackaKs maleb aatiiist Agassi was 
UlladasaW 


unmistakable. And all this makes the 
underdog wonder what the favourites 
would do if they were wearing the 
wrong sneakers. 

Then again, the US Open wasn't 
just about the Nike army. There were 
other smaller players who also 
managed to prove a point. Like a lesser 
known Asics rep called Byron Black 
who has finally started wearing tennis 
shoes. No, it's not a joke. Talk about 
tennis grassroots and you're 
talking Black. Black's father built his 
own grass courts, where shoes were 
not encouraged. "I grew up that 
way," said Black after he defeated 
Michael Stich (Nike ">) in five sets. 

Sometimes Black's father taught 
him and sometimes his mother. And 
then there were the neighbours who 
just flung the ball at him. And for his 
struggles. Black reached the quarters 
of the Open. 

It was unfair to expect him to go 
further just as it was for Patrick 
McEnroe who finally seems to have 
found a place outside his brother's 
ego. Expecting them to advance 
would have been looking too far 
ahead. But that was also because the 
mistake at this year's Open has been to 
focus on the Seles-Graf, Andre-Pete 
rivalry. 

'That vision alone robbed the charm 
from an otherwise colourful fonnight 
It refused to zero in on Michael 
Chang's constant frustrations at the 
eluding Grand Slam, but now he has 
sfiared no pains to improve his game 
in all quarters, even if that means 
adding an extra inch to his racket. Or 
Jim Courier's personal frustrations at 
being pushed away from the 
limelight. No, we choose to focus on 
two individuals who are in a race that 
is more contrived than real. 

The finals always take care of 
themselves. Meanwhile, Andre 
Agassi has signed up with the world's 
two hottest soft-drink brands—Pepsi 
Cola and Mountain Dew, in 1996 fora 

two year deal. 

.There we go again. You can 

never win. 
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A nr axing' Time 
For Steffi... 

But she came thraigh with flying colours 
nevertheless 


FROM ROBIN CHATTERJEE, 
NEW YORK 


W 'HYareall the best 
scripts—more often 
than not—^written in 
America? It is difficult 
to pinpoint a specific answer, but 
maybe we can put it down to the 
smooth, glitzy, American way of life. 
Loosely translated it means that if 
they want to spice something up, they 
will. 

We should also credit them for their 
tight editing, and that alone is a crucial 
factor Why else would everybody 
ignore the rest of the competitors in 
the women's scaion and concentrate 
solely on building up expectations 
towards a Scles-Graf U.S. Open final? 

But that's exactly how it worked. 
The dream-finale that emerged from 
nightmares for both people. And at 
least in the Open, only Steffi Graf 
seemed unintimidated by the 
prospect of testing her game against 
Seles, who has been playing on 
auto-pilot since returning to the 
circuit in August. And in doing so, 
Seles has worked up a 11-0 record 
since Toronto and was poised to 
prevail at a Slam she owned in '91 and 
'92. 

The last two years have been 
eventful for both these champions 
and only went on to prove that 
computer rankings in the face of 
human emotions, meant nothing. 

And it was ironical that the final of the 
U.S. Open should drive home that 
point. 

Both rivals were nevertheless ready 
to experience a common emotion: 
relief. The media build-up had been 
too intense and both walked the path 
of expectations carefully. "I'm going 
to give everything that I have in my 
body/' said Seles on the eve of the 
final. "Steffi is a great player and I am a 
great player and wc both have 
amazing records that put us in a 
category with very few athletes." 

Graf on the other hand always put 
her problems, above the title saying, 

"I think it has definitely been the most 
demanding time, the most demanding 
inside of me. I'm playing for a lot of 
people at the moment." 
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In saying this, Graf was trying to 
prove that she was a worthy 
champion against all odds while Seles 
was trying to justify the USTA's 
decision to rank her No. 1 alongwith 
Graf. 

But both Graf's and Seles' 
dominance, in spite of their differing 
problems, seems to drive home one 
point against the WTA, that it is in 
trouble. The fact that a player can 
come back alter a long layoff of 28 
months and start laying waste to her 
rivals is a case in point And what's 
more, Seles even giggled her way 
thiough press confeientes after that, 
and attended the MTV awards nite! 

But even i( eillici one had won the 
finals It was evident that drama had 
overtaken the tennis in the women's 
section of the U.S. Open. Was this also 
Zina (iarrison's tournament? 

"I'm sure it has to be," she said . 
Garrison was playing in what she 
confessed was her last Slam, but she 
found out that the end wasn't coming 
sooner than she had planned. 

C'lciirison had been the player to 
dispatch Chris Evert into retirement 
m 1989 at Flushing Meadows and she 
had cried after committing the deed. 

This yc*ar, Ganison managed to 
turn the clock back in lime. And 
when she went out to Conchiia 
Marline/ in the fourth round, the 
31 -year-old Texan did so with grace 
and even a little bit of style, 
considering that this was her 16th visit 
to the Open. 

If Zina Garrison surprised herself at 
the Open then so did Mary Joe 
Fernandez. Trying to recapture her 
form after months of injury and 
illness, Fernande? went on to defeat 
defending champion, Arantxa 
Sanchc7-Vicario in straight sets. 

And in between all these tennis 
matches there were hushed whispers 
that Martina Navratilova had 
allegedly found herself a new lesbian 
lover. Her name is Hunter Reno and 
she is the niece of U.S. Attorney 
General, Janet Reno. But Martina 
took time off from her commentary to 
deny the stories saying, "I can't 
believe anyone is making these 
ridiculous assumptions." 

But these were just side shows in 
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GrafniaiMigcdtopulloffaii asloiiishliig 
win against Salas 

the face of the Graf-Seles match- up 
that secured to eclipse everything else. 
In this case, the final result of the 
match, whichever way it went, 
aaually mattered. The public couldn't 
quite fathom Seles' awkward 
re-union with Graf but nevertheless, 
they could not take their eyes off it. 
Seles in her Picasso>like abstraction 
and Graf like a moody Van Gogh. In 
spite of their differing persona, Graf 
managed to finally answer one 
important question: Do you think you 
would have won if Monica had been 
here? 

Graf did. But what one felt after that 
was a huge sense of relief One issue 
had been settled. Seles and Graf, in 
spite of her win, were on equal 
footing. Both had justified their 
abilities. One had moved on in life 
while the other got through the 
tournament. 

In the end, when they hugged and 
kissed at the net everything seemed to 
fall in place again. As Seles summed 
up, "I think the two things that 1 have 
in common with Steffi is that we both 
are perfectionists. We both want the 
best out of ourselves when we step 
onto the tennis court We both work 
very hard and, as soon as our match is 
over, we both leave. We don't stay 
around." 

The show was over. Centre Court 
was finally filled with an 
extra-terrestrial glow. But there was 
time for one more joke and this came 
from the media room. As soon as Graf 
came up to take her winner's cheque, 
a German scnbe shouted, "And don't 
forget to pay the taxes on that." • 
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VIEW TO 
A KILL 


MONICA SELES 
explains how her 
tremendous 
comeback has turned 
her world (and the 
tennis world) upside 
down 
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FROM ROBIN CHATTERJEE. 
NEW YORK 


M onica SEUESjust 
can't seem to put a 
finger on why she is 
playing such good 

tennis, just as she cannot explain what 
could possess a psycho to plunge a 
knife into her back. Neither has she 
been able to explain what would 
prompt her counterparts to starf 
lobbying for the Na I slot that was left 



vacant by her absence for two and.a 
half years. Which is why most 
observers believe that Monica Seles 
was stabbed simply because she was a 
better tennis player than the others. 

The result of that incident blanked 
out Seles' attitude to life and tennis 
completely. And today, who knows, 
in a strangely ironical sort of way it 
may be assessed that whatever 
happened to her, happened with a 
purpose. Happened for the best. For 
two and a half years, Seles wallowed 
in self pity--''•behaviour that was 


Salat cama back, lika at H aha navar laft Tha 
grunt and tha foartama batalina gama in plaea 


strangely alien to a former champion. 
And when she went for therapy, the 
shrink, just sank back in his chair and 
let her babble, cry and giggle 
incoherently. Seles herself described 
those days as ”a nightmare." 

But the months of obtuse 
behaviour helped. Seles soon became 
aware that the attitude she was 
generating did not belong to her and 
neither was it suitable for a smooth 
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existence So she decided to try and be ‘ 
herself again 

Monica Seles started dreaming nice 
dreams, euphonc dreams She dreamt 
that she was surrounded by people 
who were cheering every shot that 
she played till she gave ht rself up to 
the sweet ecstasy that prevailed upon 
her after matchpomt And when she 
was awake Seles soothed her jangled 
nerves by sitting on a chair and trying 
to strum on a guitar in order to 
reproduce the abstract notes of Jimi 
Hendrix 

It gave her a new meaning to things 
and a new perspective to a sport that 
had not only been her life but also 
made her experience a premature 
tryst with death 

"I don t think things will ever be the 
same after what happened " she 
admitted "I think it changed my life 
and my thoughts to this day I worry 
about that and probably will But as 1 
said I put It in a box and if 1 need to 
open It, I will open it But I hope I 
won t need to " 

Today Monica Seles is back and 
howt It IS quite apparent that even 
though the experiences have changed 
Seles it hasn t done any damage to 
her tennis And enough proof of that 
was served out to her opponents in 
her comback tournament in Toronto 
where she not only steamrolled her 
opponents but won the title without 
dropping a set And what is more, she 
maintained the latter record going 
into the finals of the U S Open 

Toronto was ample proof that Seles 
was back It was her 33rd title—after 
two and a half years—and Seles was 
so excited that she boarded the wrong 
plane and soon found herself taxiing 
towards Boston But the crew were 
understanding enough to turn the 
craft around and put her on the plane 
to Sarasota, Fla With the news of 
Seles' win spreading across the world 
like wildfire the marketing agents 
realised that time was running out 
the Seles stock was rising and 
someone had to sign her up soon 
That someone turned out to be Phil 
Knight, the Nike entrepreneur, and 
plans were formed to unleash 
'Seles-mania' on the circuit The Nike 
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"I GO IN AND PLAY POINT BY POINT" 


Monica, the other day, one of the phiyera was saying that there Is 
the sense among the other players, for them, that It Is fun to have 
you back because they can gauge how much they have Improved 
over the last two years when they play you. Can you sense that as 
well? I mean, you are meeting people you never played or haven't 
played In a long time? * 

1 think so I think they can compare that really in every Grand Slam 
tournament, how much they improve or not I mean, two and a half years 
IS a long time to try and to compare—you have to improve like something 
major or probably you are not going to do it in your lifetime, if you are not 
going to do that But I felt in Canada that most players just go out to play 
with nothing to lose and play hard, and I am sure that is the same atutude 
here 

Monica, you think you are playing better or worse than before, are 
you hitting the ball harder now? 

I don't know 1 think my serve is defimtely harder 1 do feel that I can 
control my serve pretty well I think lam returning probably better and 
probably are more consistent but then I haven't played for how many 
years'll mean, not just tournaments but tennis, period So that is going to 
come, with going back home and after my knee is fine, going back though 
that routine of playing day-in-day>out, to have that consistency And 
probably I think, ninnmg and gettmg back into the shape that 1 was in 
1992, or early'93 

How about mentally, Monica, are you able to concentrate, focus In 
as easily as before? Do you have to train yourself to do It at as well? 

1 have to tram myself I go through a routine like I do before a match 

What Is your routine? 

Pretty much just try to concentrate on what it is I'd like to do when I go out 
there and that I am going to feel comfortable and I am not going to get 
nervous or anything and just go out there and do what I am supposed to go 
out there to do. and have fun And stay relaxed Those are the few thmgs, 
just go over and over m my mind over that, and that is pretty much it. 

Do you ever think about losing? 

I try not to let that thought enter in my mind, but no, I never realty think 
Going into a match I don't think I am gomg to lose, but I don't thmk I am 
gomg to win either I go in and play point by point and I think whatever 
happens, happens 

When you talk about the mental part and the routine that you 
have, and hearing the noise a little more than before, Is there 
difficulty focusing on the tennis or bring kind of nervous about 
crowds still and being aware of who Is around you? 

Focusing on the tennis, I really think Like I frit today Stefhserved some 
first great serves She would serve like a $0% second serve, and I would be 
standing back like two feet and just pushing it back, A lot of times, my 
attention wouldn't be on her serve, instead I Would be looking back up at 
all the people 

-- - -- . . . . .—.. _ 



Monica Seles in interview mode 


After a few points, I look up there and I realise that 1 am here actually 
playing. My mind is wandering a little bit. Beforehand it was 100%, and 
now it is 70. 

How have you kind of kept yourself occupied besides practising? 

Well, one night, we got home by 11,1 went to praaice early in the 
morning and then I went home and I wanted to go out to New Jersey to a 
friend's house, and then, maybe, hit later in the afternoon. Soldedded to 
take an hour and a half nap. I went to sleep like at 10; I didn't wake up till 
about five o'clock. It is the same thing that happened after the exhibition 
match against Martina. That was much more longer of a sleep. That was 
great. It was something like it felt something was let out of my body. That 
was my feeling. 

Yesterday, a funny thing happened to me. We went to this department 
store to eat dinner. At the end, this one person asked me for an autograph 
and then the whole restaurant, started clapping and everything and it was 
just one of the nicest things, I mean, in New York, you just don't imagine 
that. 

How is the knee? Are you still unable to Jog? 

I can't jog or do any weights or an^hing. But I am just doing therapy on it 
and I tell myself, that after this you are going to have some time off and it 
will be okay. Now I just try to get through it day by day. I think I am taking 
this anti-inflammatory drug which is very strong. It keeps the 
inflammation down; hopefully, 1 won't do too much to damage it. That is 
my only concern. It is sore. 

You have been back Just a short while, Monica, but is there any 
difference either in the Tour itself or the players that you can 
point to? 

I think, most of the players I don't know. I think the players are more 
nicer, to me, than before. I think most of them were really nice to me 
before. They are really nice to me now and that is really nice because just 
to go on from the beginning and forget whatever happened there my point. 

Who were some of the players who wrote to you during your 
layoff? 

Helena Sukova kept in touch fora very long period. Andrea Jaeger has 
been really quite amazing. Martina has been in touch a lot. That is about it. 

Monica, besides the knee, you moittoned your wet^t. How is this 
afffcctng you here? Am you on a siiedal diet? 

You see, lot not d<tog so tapdi an^ from one day working out, like so 
much; and dien going oh the next day and not doing as mhdi, my body 
w^t th rough a lot of changes, but oiheirwi^, no, I mean, yesterday I was 
m^ weriri^ about this cut that Just appeared on my h^d out of, 

moK than about that, and I feel f am movingptetty well. So i am 
y^ ha|ipy; I was moylng very Wellvl thinkafter this Is over, I will have a 
diant^ to start hade iunning again or 1 ptbbaibly vyni not do running 
. h^uw butl^hdo fast walldr^. ^hopefully I can get 


agents were briefed; money was no 
factor. The bigger her image the better 
the impact. Today, Monica Seles is 
competing with Andre Agassi as far as 
image on the tennis tour is concerned. 

Nike released their first ad on TV, 
featuring Seles and the concept was 
indeed a novel one. The footage 
shows her walking out into an empty 
stadium looking nervous with 
anticipation, while in the 
background, the voices of some of 
America's most famous sporting 
personalities, identify themselves and 


In tht vary MW fMiv. this setM is goiag to ba 
aiwniliarona 

congratulate her on her comeback. 

There is no doubt that Seles is happy 
to be back and is enjoying herself on 
the Tour. She is also trying her best to 
cultivate a cheerful and 
uncomplicated image as is evident 
from the way she stays back after 
every match, trying to sign many 
aut ographs, as she can, even though 
her bodyguards would prefer 
otherwise. 
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Seles defends her new found 
attitude by saying that, "You can't say 
no to the kids. You have to believe in 
the human spirit, that most people out 
there are good people, or else what's 
the point of living at all"? Her 
statements reveal that she is 
desperately trying to wipe out the 
memory of Gunther Parchc. 

The secret to Seles' happiness today 
is direaly connected to the 
lighthearted route that she has taken 
on her long trail to success. Whether it 
is purely unintentional or not, is 
anybody's guess but the carefully 
constructed programme is definitely 
paying dividends. 

Seles laughs when she praaises 
with her coach, Jimmy Anas, who is 
even briefed to offer her $ 100 bets for 
each winner that she essays past him. 
Even the fans are allowed to come in 
and cheer her on as if it were some sort 
of marquee event. The boitomline of 
this approach is, that however casual 
it may look, it is an effective one. It 
also helps to soothe Seles' raw psyche. 

Still, the professional in her allows 
her to distinguish between who will 
pamper her ego and who will impart 
the best tennis advise. This is aptly 
demonstrated when Seles hits with 
her father occasionally but looks to 
Arias for constructive criticism. 

Fortunately for Monica Seles, 
everything hasn't gone away, like the 
No. 1 ranking that she owned when 
she was assaulted. Which explains 
why she was ranked jointly with Stefli 

Graf going into the U.S. Open. Still, in 
spite of being granted this special 
privilege—along with an unlimited 
number of wildcards for other 
tournaments—Seles cannot 
understand why her rivals in the top 
ten, were unwilling to let her preserve 
her former status. 

"It's like they were supportive of me 
the day I was stabbed, but by the next 
Monday in Rome, they were already 
queueing up to take my ranking 
away," conhrmed Seles. Today, 
however, she is relieved in a sense that 
she has just justified her seeding and 
her ranking but brushes it aside with 
Parche saying that it is no longer a big 
deal. As she commented, "My theory 


on that was when they came to me is 
that if I deserve to be ranked 
whatever, I will be in time. If I do not 
then this is all, you know, baloney and 
that was my thing. That is why I said* 
that I will play cither way." 

Seles had also applied the same logic 
to the U.S. Open. She was treating it 
with a kind of lighthearted attitude 
that would seem to suggest that she is 
just out there to enjoy herself, though 
her opponents would like to believe 
otherwise. As Jana Novotna 
commented after her quarter final 
with Seles. "She is an extremely 
professional player, very tough, and 
she is a great champion. It is difficult to 
play her not only physically but 
mentally as well. This is the Monica 
we know from the past, and she hasn't 
lost anything of this." 

While Seles may choose to preen at 
Novotna's summation of her game, 
she believed that she had to spend her 
time doing better things. Like trying 
out hats at a designer store, taking in a 
play or two at Broadway, or going out 
for a quiet dinner with a friend. And 
when she is hard put for, something to 
do, she will apply nail polish to her 
fingers; each a different colour. The 
two weeks that Seles has spent has 
been a lot better lor her mentally. She 
basked in all the love and adulation 
and proved she was sick of the clinical 
existence that she had led during her 
years of recuperation in Florida. She 
drowned herself in the pulsating 
ambience of New York City, where 
she was ecstatic at having renewed 
her social contacts. 

Unfortunately for human 
preferences, Seles realises that in 
order to regain her lost glory, she will 
have to fight it out on the tennis courts- 
And despite the loss in the final, she 
has shown that the future is just 
beginning for her. 

Monica Seles is ready to face that 
test, but on her own terms. She is 
ready to prove that she is the best in 
the business and if getting to the top 
means displacing Steffi Graf, then so 
be it. Seles is ready to face that hurdle, 
even though she knows that 
Gunther Parche remains but free and 
cleared of all charges, in Germany. • 
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DOING IT IN STYLE 


Increasing stress in everyday life has led to more sporty lifestyles 
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^ ^ 1 make It big, 

1 man Make it 
&»real big in 
life " This seems to be the 
common refrain of every 
'independent' man oi 
woman in today's rat race 
of life And with the whole 
wide world having become 
a global village the sky is 
the limit for the 
persevering man or 
woman But with success 
on the flip side comes the 
adverse effects, an 
overdose of stress and 
eventual burnout 

Stress is the operative 
word here and today one 
has to cope up with 
It in all spheres of life at one's workplace, at 
home, in traffic and even in seemingly innocuous 
activities like shopping Psychiatnsts or shiinks as they 
are referred to abroad, make a killing by telling people now 
to avoid stress 

Actually, it is this stress that over the years has made 
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Michael 'Air* Jordan the biggast marfcatmg succasa story in sport 

people change their lifestyles These days it s imperative 
that one should both feel and look good if one is to be 
successful and both does not come easy You re really got 
to work at both looking and feeling good 
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Executives these days always manage to squeeze m a Cycling an incx|iensivc and aifnciiva way la raduca atrata and 
few hours of exercise into their tight schedule Be it •‘••P * 

playing golf, working out in a gym or playing a few sets of of beers These days holidays translate into hiking 

tennis or squash or even going for a jog In this way, holidays, climbing holidays golf holidays, tennis holidays, 

nowadays a working man or woman manages to take the rafting holidays or even beach volleyball holidays Tour 

stress out of his or her system operators and hotel chains throughout the world are 

And because of these conspicuous change in attitudes takmg this fitness boom very seriously and have arranged 

towards sport and workouts, have transformed facilities in their hotels for even the most discerning fitness 

lifestyles These days, a holiday does not just mean lazing buff 


around on sandy beaches or in tranquil hills, guzzling lots | It is this fitness boom, supported by some big time 
















Boris Yolstin tokos tmio off from tho prossuros of politics for o gsmo 
oftoonis 

advertisements and sponsorships that has seen a spate in 
the sale of sports goods and sports-related goods 
Sportsmen endorsing products have becoming the order 
of the day and they are raking in big money out of their 
advertising deals Nike'Air became one of the 
biggest-ever marketing successes thanks to the bigger than 
life image of Michael Air' Jordan that the marketing 
wizkids bought to the world It was after the 'Air' 
campaign that the Nike marketing department came up 
with a never heard before, psychedelic hippie called 
Andre Agassi and a campiaign that said 'Image is 
Everything 

Yes, in today's world IMAGE is indeed everything And 
that IS the reason why it is important that one keeps track 
of the latest trends, be it clothes, diet updates or even 
fashion in general For example formal clothes, oversized 
sungUkSses and baseball caps are out and tee-shirts, slick 
sun^atees and bandanas ace in vogue 


The 'Shark* Grag Norman tba golfar who hrought fashion into goN 

More often than not ii is the sportspersons who give us 
insights into what exactly is the latest The notion that 
sportspersons endorse produas purely for monetary 
benefits is a misplaced notion as even they are very finicky 
about the produas they are associated with and the image 
It portrays 

Now that India has finally opened us markets to the 
world, the latest styles and fashions are now available here 
in abundance and the advertising blitzkrieg that India is 
now witnessing keeps the consumer well informed and 
also offers him a wide range of world-class produas 

So, the next time you switch on your TV to see your 
favounte sporting heroes/heroines notice closely the 
apparel, the mannerisms, and the styles they wear and you 
can be rest assured that you are on the right track as far as 
looking good and feehng great is concerned 

And isn't that what life^yle is all about'> K O Jacob 



i^he Peerless Group of Hotels offers you the. 

WIND WATER EARTH AND SKY 



Virgin Beaches. Unspoilt hills. A home away from home. 

At Peerless, it’s our constant endeavour to make your Business or Pleasure 
unforgettable, out-of-this-world eiqjenence. Where you’re not Just another tourist chi 
a guided tour. 

Peerless offers you a choice of hotels and resents at five places-from the celestial 
reaches at Leh to the heart of Calcutta. And, coming up soon, vacationer’s paradise 
at Goa. 

So, drop in at Peerless-whether you’re on Business or just want to get away from 
It all. It will bring you closer to the natural elements of life. 
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Leisure walkifu) is now catchinq on as an easy way to stay in 


-««<9 ASHION and its peiipheral aspects like lifestyle, 
j clothes, looks etc have down the years always 
been associated with women. Yet today, we see 
that more and more men are involved in some 
way or the other in these matters. And if we were to point 
out one single reason for this sudden awarness among 
men, then it must be sport. Sport has opened up for men a 
whole new lifestyle. A lifestyle which includes looking 
after yourself, trying to look-good, play-good, wear-good 
and stay healthy. 

You may think men don't worry about looks, clothes etc 
as much as women. But think again. See the weekend club 
level tennis player. He's got the fanciest kit all purchased in 
'phoren"and his racket is the latest model. So what if his 
game doesn't match his kit! After all even if you don't play 
well, you ought to look the part. 

Men, like women, do care, just differently. It's been said, 
however, that when men worry about their bodies and 
how they look, they worry alone. Women share these 
thoughts with each other; they fret together from head to 


I l\/F 

IT UP* 

The itijhience oj sport on 
what Vi e’ say, wear and do.... 


COIORSPORl 

toe. My wardrobe needs an update, my kit is out of style, 
my legs are too flabby, got to get a new pair of sporty 
sunglasses. Men keep these things to themselves: balding, 
narrow shoulders, skinny wrists, jeans are getting tight 
around the beer gut, T-shirt makes the chest look more 
sunk in than it is. 

Looks matter so much to men that actor Dustin Hoffman 
(5 ft 5 inch) reportedly spent years in analysis trying to 
come to terms with his size, which made him miserable as 
a kid. And because other men too have feelings of failure in 
this never-ending male competition, they will do almost 
anything (for women please delete "almost"), to look 
better, i.e. cosmetic surgery, dye their hair, wear build-up 
shoes to look taller; wear clothes that don't go with their 
age. 

Evidently, the man of the '90's is so worried about his 
appearance that like women he's willing to pay the price to 
look better. Even if this means picking up a run of the mill 
T-shirt fora ridiculous price just because it has a famous 
name tag on it. Label buying is the 'in' thing nowadays. It is 
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this obsession v\ ith appearance which dictates not only 
what men buy and wear but even what sport they play 
It s hip to say that you arc going out for golf the following 
morning You 11 be (onsidercd a nerd' if you said you were 
going out for vtilleyball on Sunday morning 

Basically men feel they liave to compete with one 
another about who s more handsome, better turned out. 
and in better shape It s tailed the new male 


vanity syndrome " 
Culturally speaking males 
are supposed to be blase 
about everything except 
their careers and bank 
accounts But this,experts 
feel goes against their very 
nature The males of nearly 
every species on earth are 
flashy, preening, vain Our 
own species ar^ worried 
about everything from the 
car to the golf balls they 
drive 

Men are—like women 
— liable to fall victim to 
what IS known as the 
"scif-irnprovement 
industry 

Peer pressure from the media, a competitive workplace 
and social interaction in the singles world can make a man 
— and single women too —feel very self conscious about 
their image In fact men may be more worried today than 
ever before because ol these very societal pressures TV 
commercials from shoes to soft drinks remind men that its 
'in' to have a perfectly taut stomach and flashy clothes 
Also there's a strong emphasis on society to keep looking 
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that you like next 


Now availabla at: CALCUTTA Duckback showr(X3m8 at Chownnghee. College St, Gariahat. Hatibagan and Shyambazar R< ta 
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young. In the past, women have been valued for their 
appearance more so than men, and men have been valued 
for their power and status. But things have changed today. 
Men, like women, are also thrust onto society's "'look 
perfect" treadmill. 

A man in his mid-life is more self conscious about 
himself, than the younger man. This is simply because it's 
more difficult to keep in shape and look good once you're 
in your 30's or 40's since there are hormonal changes and 
its easy to get into a couldn't care less sedentary lifestyle. 
So men m their 40's and 50's fight the ageing process and 
become fanatical about fitness and appearance. 

Experts say that unlike women, men are more confident 
about the way they look. That's why Woody Allen, who is 
short, wears glasses, dresses shabbily and is balding, is 
found attractive by some women. 

You don't see men that are trying to look like a carbon 
copy of Tom Cruise, the way you see women that are 
aspiring to be a certain beauty queen. Yet increasingly, 
more and more men are becoming more and more 
conscious about their bodies, fashion and the overall 
general impression they give to others. Yet men's 
problems are somewhat different, because they relate to 
their looks from a masculine perspective 

Take the issue of body weight for instance. A research 
done by the Michigan University showed that men are 
indeed very conscious about body weight. Half of 


the young college men 
wanted to lose weight and 
the other half wanted to 
gain weight. The women 
who wanted to look better 
were doing something 
about it, dieting, changes of 
clothes, hairstyle etc. Most 
of the men didn't do 
anything about it. Those 
who did, turned mainly to 
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Overall research shows that women are more sensitive 
to their appearance than men are. Yet, as one psychologist 
has pointed out, "Men measure everything, from their 
golf handicap to their bank account and when they don't 
measure up, they feel like losers." So even though some 
men seem blase about their flaws, it's no surprise that you 
see countless others get sucked into the compare—and— 
compete world with their peers. 

One manager of a reputed American modelling school 
sees men and women at their best and worst. He says, "I 
find the men have more flaws than the women, and they 
see them: 'Oh, my God, I'm not wearing the right clothes,' 
or 'I didn't do this right.' They have a harder time with 
everything Men are more critical about how they look in 
the long run. And men are more apt to be critical about the 
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Prepared with a proven 
formula that induces deep | 
penetrating action, Eutheria 
quickly relieves muscular 
aches and pains, sinus, headaches, 
arthritis, backaches, neuralgia 
What's more, Eutheria is 
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Magazines lika Sportg tUugtnMmnd avan sports fodarations bava 
swimsuit issues which feature the latest in fashion 

good things they have. They want attention trom 
everybody Male ego is why men point out good points. 
They have to look good and portray an image." 

Still, looking good isn't everything when it comes to 
self-image. Amazingly, handsome aaorMel Gibson 
doesn't think he's an Adonis. "I don't think I'm sexy/' he 
insists "When I get up in the morning and look in the 
mirror, I don't think, 'wow, Mel, you're gorgeous today.' 
Most of the time I think, 'Ugh!" 

Men do persist m minimising their good points. This 
according to one leading American psychiatrist is because 
peer pressure is working on men's psyches like it works on 
that of women. "There such an emphasis on appearance 
and how you look," he says, "that average looking men 
feel compelled to improve their image for the workplace, 
their social sphere and the women in their lives. 

The solution to all this, says the New York based 
psychiatrist, is that men keep in shape and take care of 
their bodies. This supplemented by diet, fashion, good 
sporting gear, and a decent general impression, can boost 
self confidence And experts agree that there is a strong 
connection between self confidence and feeling and 
looking good. ** 

In short, it's better to enjoy the ongoing healthy process 
of keeping fit and lean and contributing in various ways to 
your own image/appearance and self confidence rather 
than to be caught up in the rat race of society's expectations. 
Andy O'Brien 
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The Jensen brothers: creators of Jensenism 



Baseball caps featured here on Courier are 
on Its way out 


I Walkriians _ 

WWF (World Wildlife Fund) 

WWF (World Wrestling Federation) 
The Peter (hraf tax trial 

The O.J. Simpson murder trial 

Sotxer bribery 

Soccer hooliganism _ 

'Power' snack bars 

Chocolate Candy bars _ 

Nike Cross-Trainers 

Nike Air _ 

Triathlons 

Marathons _ 

Tennis is everything' 

'Image is everything' _ 
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REVIEW 


JOHNNY 
COME 


BY K.O. JACOB 


LATELY! 

Johnny Herbert of Britain raises his stock as 
a FI driver, while Hitt and Schumacher provide 
the fireworks off the track as they crash yet again 


J J A -^HO'sihis 

• • % M Johnny who 

stole the race 
▼ ▼ away from 

us"? This was the question racing 
stalwarts in the FI circuit began 
asking after Johnny Herbert stole the 
thunder from them to win the 
second-ever FI race in his career, at 
the Italian GP. 

Herbert who, till the beginning of 
this season, had 63 starts and no 
victories in a GP flaunted his 
credentials to the racing world who 
had begun to dismiss him as a 
never-was-has-been driver. In fact, in 
1988, Herbert was almost 
contemplating whether he would 
ever be able to drive an ordinary 
automobile, leave alone an FI car 
after he suffered a serious accident in 
the International F3000 circuit. But 
with his wins at Silvcrstone and 
Monza, Herbert's enjoying the best 
season of his career. 

But as usual the spotlight was 
focussed not on Herbert or Mika 


Hakinnen who came second, but on 
the two superstars in FI racing. Hill 
and Schumacher. And as usual there 
was a lot of fireworks and action both 
on and off the track. 

It all staned when Hill lost control of 


his Williams at the second chicane on 
tlic 24th lap of the 33 lap race and 
went into Schumacher from behind, 
who was then in second place. 
Schumacher, in fact, had to be 
restrained by officials immediately 
afterwards as he headed for Damon 
Hill. 

A livid Schumacher reacted, "I 
turned into the corner not expecting 
anything, just a normal entry into the 
corner. I was really into it and I know I 
braked late when suddenly I felt a big 
crash from behind and Damon went 
into me." 

Later, both voiced their views on 
the accident as they had to share an 
official mini-bus on the unscheduled 
ride back to the paddock after the 
accident. No compromise was arrived 
at as Hill made it clear, "we did not 
agree—seems we can never agree on 
anything." 

This crash and the one - race 
suspended ban on Hill, caught the 
attention of the FIA boss Bernie 
Ecclestone who said that this feud 
between the drivers could prove fatal. 
He remarked, "If these guys want to 
carry on like this, then it is OK by me. 
But I warn them, they must be 
prepared to take the consequences." 

It certainly looks like both the 
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drivers are ready for the consequences 
and for them the bottomlinc is,thdt all 
imporiani win. And both will go to 
any extent to get to thafchequcred 
flag first. But with Schumacher now 
in ihe new rote of the UNESCO special 
envoy for education and sports, it will 
be lough for him to bridle his seething 
anger and frustration. 


A ditouttMl Hill after his third crash with rival 
Schumacher 

The German took the soft stance for 
the first time when he said at the 
UNESCO ceremony, "We ail know 
that mistakes can happen. The most 
important thing is to admit those 
mistakes. When I next see Damon it 
will not be a problem for me to say 


hello and shake hands.'' 

That of course, was for the records 
and once he gets back into his car at 
Estoril (which will be over by the time 
you read this) it's going to be business 
as usual. 

Looks like this FI season still holds a 
lot of surprises and it sure seems like 
we are in for a nail-biting climax. # 


Formula 1 World Champions 
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an a L Y S I s 


S o. where does India now stand in the 
world hockey hierarchy? By merely 
qualifying to play m the elite 
Champions Trophy, India would 
seem to be In the creme de la creme of the 
game. But much more is to be achieved If we 
are to substantiate that claim. 

Most western hockey experts feel that all 
the team needs is a few good wins over teams 
like Holland, Germany, Pakistan and 
Australia to regain a position in the top 
bracket. They point out that excuses such as 
lack of fitness, inferior build of players and 
non>suitabUity to artificial surfaces, will only 
hold Indian hockey back. Instead it is time we 
forgot ail that and adapted to playing the game 
in the manner it is today and on the surfaces it 
IS played on nowadays. However, there is scope 
for optimism now smce things seem to be 
lookmg up somewhat for Indian hockey 
Since the summer of 1994, when the new 
office-bearen have taken over,the track 
record of the Indian Hockey Federation (IHF) 
has been satisfaaory. The advent of K.P S. Gill 
as president and K. Jyothikumar as secretary 
heralded the North-South comproimse in 
Indian hockey However there are still several 
pinpricks which need to be rectified 


Jyothikumar's tenure as IHF secretary is 
now jeopardised as he has been dethroned in 
his home state Tamil Nadu. At a special 
general meeting of Tamil Nadu Hockey 
Association on 17-8-95, at Hotel Woodlands,a 
new set of office-bearers were unanimously 
elected. Mr. S R. Bhaskaran was chosen as 
secretary of the TNHA and Mr. K. V. 

Rajendra as president. The general body also 
unanimously requested the new set of 
office-bearers to inform the bankers of TNHA 
to forthwith prevent any fqnher operation 
by the previous secretary K Jyothikumar. 
This could cause a constitutional crlsi s in the 
IHF. If Jyothikumar is not an office-bearer of 
any constituent unit of the IHF it is doubtful if 
he can continue as IHF secretary? A new IHF 
secretary thus could be in the offing and it is to 
be seen If he can enjoy the same rapport with 
Mr. Gill. 

Another Imbroglio was ex-Olympian and 
current selector AJitpal Singh's needless 
outburst that centre forward Dhanraj Piilay 
and ski{^r Jude Felix are over the hill. 

Pillay's riposte was curt and candid. He said, 
"AjiqMl was thinking of hockey in his own 
days when a centre forward scored most of the 
goals. Now we play more of a team game." 
Bxcqn for the recent Atlanta four nation 
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AcilMirMMliidiM tournament, PiUay has scored goals in every 

SS’hmN■ ataaaShib* International competition he has panidpated 

jnao-Mrfr*^ In. As a current seleaor, AJitpai should have 

grown more reticent. Maybe it was a 
psychological ploy to boost Pillay and Felix to 
greater deeds. 

Though the IHF has successfully arranged 
many international outings for the senior, 
India 'A' and India Junior teams. There is a 
strange neglea of domestic hockey. The 
senior nationals have not been held since 
March 1994 at Bombay. In the IHF calendar, 
there is no scheduling of the senior nationals 
in 1995. Such neglea must be avoided as the 
senior nationals help to unearth a fresh flow 
of talent. Again procrastination in taking 
proper disdplinary aaion against Jagdev 


Singh and some erring Punjab Police players 
after their heinous behaviour in the Aga Khan 
final against Indian Airlines in May 1995. 
After all the IHF should realise that "Justice 
delayed is justice denied" and another old 
adage that "Justice must not only be done but 
seen to be done." 


'~r''HAT the Indian team has been performing 
I better than they have in the past few years 
is mostly due to team coach Cedric D'souza 
and not due to any prevalent grassroot system. 

EX'Olympian M.K. Kaushik who has 
trained the national men and women's team 
once said, "Cedric D'souza is successful 
because he is a thinking coach." The players 
also rave about Cedric's approach. Dhanraj 
Pillay says " Cedric has improved our 
confidence and made us believe in ourselves." 
As a motivator and in psychological uplift of 
the team's morale, Cedric is really rated highly. 

What are Cedric's plus pbints? His biggest 
success is variation in indirea penalty comer 
conversion. This ploy has improved India's 
penalty comer strike rate. Anil Aldrin's ability 
with penalty comers has also increased since 
Cedric took over. 

His emphasis on fitness is another gain. 
Previously a lot of tinie was wasted in national 
camps getting the probables match fit. Now 
Cedric gives each probable a training schedule 
which they are asked to adhere to. Thus levels 
of fitness are adequate and more time is spent 
on technical aspeas. 

Above all the players appreciate Cedric as 
he is a team man. Even after a debacle he does 
not seek refuge by blaming the players or 
proteaing favourites. His emphasis on 
continuity has encouraged players to 
perform. Now they are confident that Cedric 
will not allow the IHF to adopt their usual 
chop and change policy after one bad match. 

Another plus point is encouraging 
involvement in team preparation andtraining 
schedules by senior players. Such a 
demoaatic approach has led to greater team 
spirit. 

Realising that India lacks a genius like 
Shahbaz Ahmed or Mohammed Shahid or 
Ashok Kumar, Cedric's emphasis is on taaics. 
His gamepian is midfield possession, lots of 
running into gaps, quick attacks and precision 
finish. The national coach is confident that 
with better co-ordination and less unforced 
errors, "it is only a matter of time before we 
deliver." 

Cedric's true test of man management will 
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emerge if and when 'stars' like Pargat and 
Jagbir Singh rejoin the Indian senior team. It 
will be seen how he can handle them. Also 
his dealings with the national media should 
improve. After all the national coach is a 
source of information and if he is brusque it 
will only add to rumour-mongering. 


''HE dropping of Pargat and Jagbir has also 

ft led to plenty of controversy. Team 
selection, it seems, has yet again surfaced to 
cause problems in Indian hockey. 

When the IHF announced the probables for 
the Malaysia fiveTest series, two noteworthy 
inclusions were former stalwarts right full 
back Pargat Singh and centre forward Jagbir 
Singh after the 1992 Barcelona Olympics. 
However Jagbir was uncertain, whether the 
call up was for the senior team or the India 'A' 
team. When contaaed Jagbir said, "for which 
team have they called me." 

When the IHF announced the India 'A' 
team and made Pargat captain then Jagbir 
informed that he was unavailable due to a 
groin injury and was advised complete rest. 
Apparently that was not his only reason for 
not joining the India 'A' team. It seems Jagbir 
does not want to play under Pargat's captaincy. 

On being contacted, Jagbir said, "I want to 
lead the country in the Olympics. I want to 
play at least one more Olympics, that is my 
ambition. I have still not given up the hope for 
playing once again for India." Jagbir also said 
that he is still fit for international hockey as he 
has played regularly with Carsten Fischer and 
Andreas Becker in the German league for his 
club. 

As the Indian team departed for Malaysia, 
Pargat's comment about his comeback was: "1 
am not sure about my comeback. I will decide 
only after this series. I will continue only if 1 
find myself fully fit and if I perform 
satisfaaorily." 

When India 'A' returned winning the series 
against Malaysia 3-1, Pargat confidently 
commented, "1 find myself fully fit. I domot 
find any difference after returning to 
international hockey after three years. I 
played as confidently as ever. Now I am 
available as a player or a captain for the senior 
national team. It is for the IHF to take this 
decision." 

It was presumed that both Pargat and 
probably Jagbir would have been included for 
the Indian squad for the Champions Trophy. 
However fate decided otherwise. 

Pargat was very upset at not being selected 



as he appeared ready to wait for his recall 
After the seleaion of the squad for the 
Champions Trophy, the IHF secretary K. 
Jyothikumar said at K.P.S. Gill's residence 
that "the seleaion committee wants to take 
some more time to test him (Pargat) on one 
more tour." Straight after that Pargat was 
chosen captain for the six-nation tournament 
at Italy, in Sept. '95. 

We can only hope for is that seleaion (or 
non-seieaion) as well as all other matters 
conneaed to Indian hockey is at last being 
done purely on the basis of requirement and 
performance and not on other non-technical 
grounds. For, if the conscience is clear then we 
can take solace and say that yes, at least we 
tried our best, but it wasn't good enough. # 


GoaNcatpar Siibbiab caat 
baliava what ha it taaiag. 
NaMiar can thaia playart 
whohavahaan 


Novy Kapadia 
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Q UIZ time. Can the top 

scorer in the World Cup be 
sacked from his job and 
remain unemployed for 
three yeais? Hint it happened in 
Indian hockey in the 1980$. Can the 
only Olympian to successfully coach 
school boys be denied, the five 
increments due to him by his 
employers Sports Authority of India 
(SAI)? Hint it happened to a SAl 
hockey coach in the 1990s. Who is this 
persecuted, deprived hockey martyr? 
He is none other than the brilliant 
defender of yesteryears, Rajender 
Singh. In wrisiy execution of penalty 
corners, he was the non-pareil. In the 
5th World Cup at Bombay (the last 
hockey World Cup on grass), he 
finished as the top-scorer with 12 
goals. 

Sadly, his life history is the story of 
the loneliness of the successful hockey 
player who is an introvert by 
temperament and does not over 
indulge in what is euphemistically 
termed as PR (public relations). Like 
so many of his predecessors and 
maybe so many more in years to 
come, Rajender is a victim of red 
tapism, bureaucratic wrangling and 
petty politicking the perennial bane of 
Indian sports. His career, if not exactly 
the tale of two cities, is certainly the 
tale of iwo human beings. When 
successful he was lauded and feted. 


When fate, ncglea or indifference of 
the Indian Hockey Federation (IHF), 
which did not provide him money for 
a knee operation terminated his 
brilliant career, Rajender got exposed 
to the other side of Indian spons, the 
rejeaion and alienation. 

In 1979, Rajender was the jewel 
in the crown. He impressed coaches 
V.J. Peter and Rajagopal with his 
tackling, commitment and penalty 
comer executions. In the same year, 
he made his Senior India debut at the 
Essanda Cup in Perth, Australia. The 
talented inside-forward Ashok 
Kumar was the captain and 
Rajender's full-back partner was the 
late, great Suijit Singh. 

For Rajender it was a dream come 
true. As he said, ''Suijit was my hero. 
To play alongside him was a great 
thrill. He was a stickler for perfection 
and could get angry on the fielc^but off 
the field he was a great help and guide. 
He gave me many valuable tips." 
Rajender recalls a humorous 
coincidence when playing alongside 
Suijit. He says, "We were look alikes, 
only Suijit was a little taller. Our 
playing styles were very familiar and 
commentators and journalists often 
could not distinguish us." 

Next came a three-year span which 
were the golden years of Rajender's 
life. He recalls those days with a 
heaving of the chest and a tone of 


FROM HERO 
TO ZERO 


BY NOVYXAPAD.IA 


Rajender Singh, hockey Olympian and 
top-scorer in the Bombay World Cup, is just 
another example of how badly we treat our 
one-time sporting heroes. This is the story of a 
tormented hero's determined comeback in life 





pride. "My playing span for India was 
short, just three glorious years but 
when I played, I was always in the 
playing eleven. Not many have 
achieved that." The same year, he 
joined Northern Railway as a Ticket 
Collector. The following year came 
another golden momentt He was a 
star of the Indian team coached by 
Balkishen Singh and captained by 
Vasudev Bhaskaran which won the 
gold medal in the truncated 1980 
Moscow Olympics. Rajender says, "1 
scored six goals in the Moscow 
Olympics off penalty comers, not as 
many as I should because I kept Inter 
changing with Oevinder Singh (of 
Punjab Police) who was in brilliant 
form." 

Indian hockey was truly jinxed or 
star crossed in the early 1980s. The 





decade staned with India possessing 
two of the finest penalty comer 
experts in the world, Rajender and* 
Devinder Singh, a goalkeeper's 
nightmare with their whiplash, 
blistering drives. In three years, both 
were in Mmbo and went into oblivion. 
Devinder became ultra religious,(long 
sessions of prayei)and gave up hockey 
voluntarily, Rajender with a 
delibitating knee injury had to give up 
the game forcibly. 

As an Olympic gold medallist, 
Rajender received no financial benefit 
but got promoted to Chief Ticket 
Inspector in the Railways on the 
'princely grade' of Rs. 550*750. The 
1981 *32 World Cup at Bombay was' 
Rajender's greatest hour. He finished 
as t<q» scorer of the tournament with 


12 goals, still a record tally by an 
Indian in the World Cup. Only the 
legendary Paul Litjens of Holland with 
15 goals in the 4th World Cup at 
Buenos Aires in 1987 has scored more 
goals in a single tournament. 

His potent penalty comer hits 
became India's main weapon at the 
Bombay World Cup. Rajender recalls 
coach Harmik Singh's frequent pleas 
to the forwards to get penalty comers. 
Ironically, the tournament which 
made Rajender a world star was also 
his swansong. He explains, "during 
this tournament, I started feeling 
pangs of pain in my left knee. There 
was no proper medical help. It 
gradually worsened and my patella 
got locked." 

Herein lies the difference between 
the IHF and the BCCI. When Kapil 
Dev got a knee injury in the 1980s, the 


BCCI paid for Kapil's air ticket and the 
cost of the operation in London. 
Rajender was also a world class 
performer but from the IHF he got 
zilch. "I never got proper medical care 
or advice," says a frastrated Rajender. 
With the use of pain killing injections 
he survived for some time in 1982. 

In the summer of 1982 in the 4 th 
Champions Trophy at Amsterdam 
Rajender again hogged the limelight 
by his penalty comer prowess. He 
became the only Indian player to 
score a hat-trick against Pakistan. The 
win against Pakistan enabled India 
finish third,their highest-ever in the 
Champions Trophy. The knee injury 
worsened and instead of care, 
sympathy and guidance, Rajender 
became a victim of petty politicking. 
Months before the Asiad, he was 
hobbling about and needed complete 
rest. Sports medicine was at an infant 
stage in India then. At Delhi, he had 
regular check-ups at AIIMS but 
unfortunately got little relief. 

His grouse is that he became a 
victim of the feud between chief coach 
Balbir Singh (Sr.) of Punjab and the 
IHF President Mr. Inder Mohan 
Mahajan. When he should have got 
proper rest and treatment he was 
made to undergo excessive practice 
sessions and even do step running 
which exacerbated the damaged 
knee. He was chosen for the Asian 
Games with the hope that he would 
get fit. At that juncture, Rajender was 
India's trump card as Pakistan was 
afraid of his penalty comer prowess. 
The knee improved partially with rest 
but Rajender was resigned to missing 
the final. But high profile political 
pressure forced him to play. 

He narrates the incidents on the eve 
of the final with regret in his voice. 
"Rajiv Gandhi and Buta Singh asked 
me to play. Pressure was put on the 
coach to make me play the flnal. 1 
played for some time before my knee 
got stiff and swollen and I even 
twisted my ankle and got replaced. It 
was a wrong choice to field me as my 
slowness gave the Pakistani forwards 
the confidence to attack. We just 
crumbled and the roach and captain 
(Zafar Iqbal) did little to restore the 
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team's morale or change tactics. To 
lose 1 *7 at home and being unable to 
play was very frustrating and the 
worst day of my life." 

The '82 Asiad hockey final was the 
end of the road for Rajender's hockey 
career Then came the years of gloom, 
neglect, incessant frustration and 
despair. For a year, he pleaded with 
the erstwhile Union Sports Minister, 
Mr Buta Singh, the IHF bigwigs and 
Railway officials for financial 
assistance to go abroad for a knee 
operation. He ran from pillar to post 
but his pleas fell on deaf ears. 

F rustrated at getting no 

response, a determined Rajender 
used family money and flew to the 
USA in mid-1985 for an operation on 
his left knee. He stayed with friends at 
Los Angeles and was operated on by 
an NRI physician. Dr. Mann. The 
sports-loving doctor curtailed his fees. 
However, as Rajender says, "It still 
cost me a packet which included air 
tickets, operation and hospital charges 
and stay in Los Angeles. My total 
expenses were between Rs. 1.50 to Rs. 
2 lakhs." 

Now came the unkindest cut of alk 
To get fully fit, Rajender overstayed at 
Los Angeles till 1986. He wrote a series 
of letters to his employers, the 
Northern Railway division at 
Ferozepur, requesting for extension 
of leave, for medical necessity. A naive 
and trusting individual, he did not 
keep xerox copies of the same. He 
said, "I was an Olympic gold medallist, 
lop-scorer at the World Cup and who 
would believe that I would not get 
extension of leave" says an 
embittered Rajender. The Railways, 
the biggest employers of 
sportspersons in the country, treated 
Rajender callously. They terminated 
his services Their 'excuse' was that 
they did not receive any letters. It can 
only happen in India, a hockey, 
superstar loses his job due to red 
tapism and bureaucratic wranglings. 
No wonder Rajender says, "We do not 
give hockey players any respea in our 
cc*arHjiry. No wonder fewer youngsters 
take lo this game. I spent my entire 
fortune to get fit and what do I get in 
SB 


return, sacked from my job." 

A sadder, wiser and unemployed 
Rajender returned to India. Now came 
three years of frustration, desperation 
and despair. He camped at Delhi. 
Former Combined Universities 
team-mate and State Bank of India 
defender Sukhdev Singh took him 
around on his scooter. Rajender wrote 
hundreds of petitions to the Railway 
Sports Control Board, the Sports 
Ministry and the Sports Authority of 
India, met scores of sports officials but 
it was like the proverbial water on a 
duck's back. Sukhdev used local clout 
to get Rajender a hearing with the 
former Minister for Railways, Mr. 
Madhavrao Scindia but to no avail. 
When the National Front came to 
power in 1989, he even met George 
Fernandes, the new Railway Minister. 
He received verbal sympathy but no 
concrete help. 

Dame Fortune's stepmotherly 
treatment of Rajender took its toll on 
his confidence. He became a 


schizophrenic, started losing his 
memory and faith in other human 
beings. Recalling those dark days, 
Rajender says, "I felt so miserable that 
I wished I had never played hockey." 
He still feels the pangs of what he 
terms as "those years of unmerited 
suffering." The pain, the rejection, the 
hurt still rankles and has made him a 
bitter critic of the blatant glass bias in 
Indian sports. He often says aloud, 
"Could this have happened to a Test 
cricketer or a tennis player? Why is 
there no status or respect for hockey 
players? We have won eight Olympic 
hockey gold medals." 

The twists and turns of fortune, the 
frequent trips from Amritsar to Delhi, 
led to a financial crisis also. He started 
moving around in chappals and 
sleeping in a one-roomed house in a 
deserted street. Then in sheer anger 
he quit Delhi and did a one-year 
course at the NIS, Paliala to become a 
qualified hockey coach. His plight was 
highlighted by a Delhi newspaper. 

The former direaor-general of SAI, 
Mr. A.K. Pandya sympathised with 
Rajender's plight and created a job for 






him as a hockey coach 

In 1990, after three years in the 
wilderness, Rajender finally got a job 
However, his problems did not end 
there. Not used to verbal subtleties, he 
could not adjust to the bureaucracy in 
SAI Instead of giving an ex-Olympian 
a pnze posting they carted him off to 
the Delhi Adminstration. Rajender 
says, '1 was told to go and find out 
schools which played hockey and 
coach them They were wasting my 
talent and not utilising my 
experience " 

Finally, Rajender came out of his 
wasteland when he got attached to 
Union Academy, a New Delhi school, 
with an interest in hockey To transfer 
him to Union Academy, an aided 
school and not a fully government or 
SAI school, there were some 
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bureaucrauc hurdles However, Asiad 
'82, heavyweight wrestling gold 
medallist Satpal helped him out of this 
crisis Rajender is eternally grateful to 
PnnapalMK Bhattacharya and 
Physical Education teacher Hawa 
Singh (a wrestler who loves hockey) 
for encouragmg him in his coachmg 





and bringmg back meaning to his life. 

Within a few years he achieved 
nproaring success as a dedicated and 
inspired coach. In 1992, Union 
Academy were runnen-up to 
Birsamunda Sports School Rourkela, 
in the sub'junior Nehru hockey 
touriument and m 1994 became the 
first Delhi school to win the Junior 
Nehru hockey tournament, beating 
St Ignatius, Gumla.m the final. He 
coached the Delhi Schools team 
which emerged champions in the All 
India Schools tournament (under-17 
section) at Bangalore and rurmers-up 
m the under-19 section at Dhanbad 
last year All the jdaying members of 
the Delhi junior team whidi won the 
Junior Nationals at Shivaji Stadium in 
July this year were proteges of 
Rajender. His success is remarkable. It 
is Rajender's dedication, practice in 
the morning and evening sessions 
wduch has produced a galaxy of stars 
from this unknown school in New 
Delhi. One of his wards, his namesake 
lUyender Singh of Air India has 
already nude hb India debut. He 
toured Malaysia with the India'A' 
side m August 1995. Ironically 
Rajender, employed with Air India, is 
also a defender and a penalty comer 
expert. 

SAI adopted Union Academy as a 
day boarding school in 1993. 
Explaining this concept Rajender 


says, "SAI pays for refreshment at Rs 
10 per day for sixteen players and 
gives an annual grant of Rs 15,000 for 
equipment." Rajender is happy with 
his Job and is glad that the buffetings of 
fortune have at last ceased His only 
regret is that he has not got his due, 
the five increments which are given to 
an Olympian who Joins SAI as a coach. 
He hcqpcs this grievance will soon be 
rectified A man of simple habits, few 
wants and massive self-respect 
Rajender despite his successes as a 
coach, is still emjiloyed in the Grade n 
category in the Rs. 2,200 - 4,000 
grade HeandhiswifeNimmistayma 
small two-roomed rented house 
Still the silver bning has started 
emerging. He is rated as one of the best 
junior coaches in the country. IHF 
president Mr. K.P.S. Gill has asked 
him to start an India sub-Junior 
(under-16) team and be the chief 
ccMch. Rajender has seen the best of 
times and worst of times in hockey 
and uses his experiences to train 
champions of the future. He is the 
only Olympian to train schoolboys 
but in S|dte of such yeoman services 
he has never been 

considered for an Aijuna Award or got 
his financial due Who said India is a 
sports-loving rution and hockey is 
OUT national sport.1 

PHOTOGMAPHS BV MOHAMMED SHAFIO 
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OMPETmVE sports of 
today have developed to a 
level where more and more 
scientific and technological 
means are used for achieving the 
Olympic goal of "faster, higher and 
stronger". 

China's women race walkers had 
their heyday during a period of four 
years following the 1983 World Cup 
in Copenhagen. But after Van Hong 
and two other Chinese walkers were 
faulted in the 1987 World Cup in New 
York, China began to go downhill in 
this sport, trailing behind Australia 
and some East European countries for 
a good five years. To improve China's 
image ^ race walking, the Chinese 
Track Ind Field Association entrusted 
the Tianjin Athletic Science Research 


Institute with the task of carrying out 
. researches in this field. Consequently, 
a group of researchers headed by Zong 
Huajing, Vice-Director of the Institute 
went to Bering to work with the 
national race walking team. 

Using high speed cameras and 
biomechanical methods, the 
researchers made quantative analyses 
of the technical movements of aU 
Chinese walkers who had taken part 
in world competitions since 1987, and 
were convinced of the tedinical fouls 
committed by some of these walkers 
during races. On further study, they 
found that a fault was hardly visible to 
the tuiked eye when both feet were 
lifted off the ground for less than 50 
milliseconds. Based on the results of 
their studies, they suggested that the 


walkers^should do their best to 
perform their movements correctly, 
and that the duration of flight of both 
feet should never exceed 60 
milliseconds. 

Seeing that Chen Yueling, eventual 
wiimer of the women's 10km race in 
the Barcelona Olympics, was prone to 
commit fauitt with her long strides, 
the researchers helped her to work 
out a training programme for 
shortening her stride lengths and 
increasiiig her stride frequency. For 
this purpose, they used a video 
camera to monitor her movements 
when she worked out. During 
training she was required to cover 
400m in a time ranging from 1 min 40 
sec to 1 min 42 sec so that a 10km 
course was.completed in about 43 
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pnde were shared by many 
researchers Chinese swimmers have 
adopted various means of training 
introduced from foreign countnes in 
recent years These include a tethered 
swimming apparatus for developing 
strength, which was brought home by 
researchers pursuing studies in the 
United States in 1982, and a method 
of determining workloads by 
measuring lactic acid levels, which 
was introduced by former East 
German coach Rudolf Klaus who 
came to China in 1986 to help train 
Chinese swimmers 
Altitude training also contributed to 
the success of the swimmers, Lin Li, 
one of China s' five golden flowers' 
who harboured medal hopes in the 
Barcelona Games, showed 
remarkable improvement in the 
funaion of her hean, as evidenced by 
a thickening ventncular wall 
expanding stroke volume and 
increased ejection fraction—all 
indicating a growth in speed strength 
Prof Weng Qingzhang of the National 
Research Institute of Spons Science, 
who was working on a research 
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BY T. S, VENKATARAMAN 


projea with the swimmers, told iheir 
coaches that Lin Li would achieve 
good results in the Olympic Games 
And sure enough, she captured one 
gold and two silvers in Barcelona. 

Yang Wenyi, another "golden 
flower", also owed much of her 
success to saentihc training At the 


min She also underwent special 
training walking up a slope All this 
stood Chen in good stead in 
competition. Dunng the final spurt in 
the Olympic race, she paid no regard 
to the judges' watchful supervision, 
nor was she ruffled by the sight of a 
CIS walker surgmg ahead of her, but 
kept forging her way forward with 
unerring movements unul the very 
end. 

When the Chmese women 
swimmers in the Barcelona Games 
came off with four gold and five silver 
medals, and with two new world 
records in the bargain, their joys and 


FINA DECLARES CHINA CLEAN' 


R andom dicing tests by the international swimming federation show 
13 of China's top swimmers are not usmg illegal drugs, sports officials 
said on September 1st 

Eighteen tests on the swimmers were conducted in the first half of the 
year, the Chmese swimmmg association said in a report 
All the tests were negative. ?anhua, the ofllaal news agency of China, 
quoted the office director of FINA, Mr Cornel Marculescu, as saying 
FINA has been testing Chmese swunmers since seven of them tested 
positive for drugs just before or during last year's Asian Games 
Performance-enhancing drugs, such as the steroid DHT, showed up in 
most of the tests. 
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Asian Swimming Championships 
held in Hiroshima just twelve weeks 
before the Barcelona Games, she 
swam the 50m freestyle in 25.48, half 
a second slower than her performance 
in the 1988 fixture. Searching for a 
way to help her back to her usual form 
quickly, Chen Yunpeng, head coach 
of the national swimming team, took 
counsel with He Zhijie, a research 
worker at the National Research 
Institute of Spons Science. 

Breaking away from the 
conventional practice of laying stress 
on '"the beginning and the end of a 
race/' that is, the takeoff at the stan 
and the touch at the finish, they 
decided that Yang should focus her 
effort on the middle part of the swim 
instead. After making 
computer-assisted analyses of her 47 
strokes at the Hiroshima Asian 
Championships, they found out the 
possibility of improving her 
performance in the light of kinematics. 

The results of their findings were 
verified with biohydromechanical 


I principles and they put forward the 
■ suggestion to lengthen Yang's strokes 
without increasing the number of arm 
cycles. The idea clicked in the Olympic 
competition. With 45 strokes that 
showed an increase of 47 cm in 
amplitude, Yang clocked 24.79 in the 
50m freestyle to improve her own 
world record by a margin of 0.69 sec. 

Unstable landing upon dismount 
from an apparatus has long been a 
drag on the competitive efforts of the 
Chinese gymnasts. Examining the 
problem with researchers, Gao Jian, 
head coach of the national team, 
concluded that it was caused not only 
by technical reasons but chiefly by 
poor physical strength. So they 
construaed some special kinds of 
weight training apparatus for 
strengthening the lower limbs and 
ankle joints. Meanwhile, isometric 
static and isotonic dynamic means 
were used to carry out various tests of 
strength. 

These measures yielded good 
results in the Olympic tournament. Li 
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Xiaoshuang, who had failed to get a 
medal in the floor exercise event 
because of poor landing at both the 
World Cup and World 
Championships, gave a successful 
performance of the high-value part of 
triple back salto tucked to easn a gold 
in the Barcelona Games. Lu Li, who 
landed like a dart after performing a 
double salto on the uneven bars in the 
finals, scored a full score of 10 points 
to win the crown. The most 
noteworthy fact was that the Chinese 
competitors made a success of their 
landings in the optional exercises. 

The Chinese table tennis players, 
who had fared none too well in recent 
years, came back strongly in the 
Barcelona competition, winning 
three golds, two silvers and one 
bronze from the four events 
contested. Scientific researchers had 
played a worthy part in making this 
upturn possible. After China's setback 
in the Seoul Games, a study group 
headed by research fellow Wu 
Huanqun began to keep track of the 
technical and tactical development of 
the foreign rivals. The technical data 
thus obtained were kept on file, and 
quantitative descriptions were made 
on the technical means and attacking 
patterns used by foreign stars in major 
tournaments in recent years. Based 
on the results of these research efforts, 
78 reports were submitted to the 
Chinese team to help the coaches and 
players point for the matches with 
prospeaive opponents in the 
Barcelona Games. 

Formerly, the table tennis people in 
China maintained that "in singles play 
you must try to clinch a point during 
the first three balls; but in doubles 
game you have to be prepared for a 
drawn-out rally." After carefully 
studying the laws of both the singles 
and doubles games, the research 
group put forward the new idea that 
the key part of a rally in the doubles 
game is the first four balls. This served 
as a guideline for the training of 
doubles players who were to compete 
in the Barcelona Games, m 
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Miandad, a$ We l^oW.hinu is 
piobably the ino^t iWltscfplIned, 
arrogant, lll-mbuthed, egoistic 
cricketer amongst all the players 
of the last decades. 

' Even if he did nudce himself 
available, the seleapis should 
not have selected him by any 
means. That way, thefutiueof 
Pakistan cricket will always be 
brighter. 
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Cuttack. 
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Error-prone Birdf 


Y our anicle, 'Why can't the 

English.' (SpomworUL 

16th August) was really thought 
provoking. Dickie Bird was not at 
his best for the past couple of 
years. To err is human, is true, but 
one should not fiilter too lhany 
times as Dickie Bird has done. 
Perhapshiseyesighthasgonebad- 
and that has been the major 
reasonsformostbfhlalapses. . 

. Ithh^ltkhli^ttmediathe 
quh-uniitiring. 

CX.SUB|UMANMH-. . 

■ "‘V,. .'r' . 



in-Pepth Interview 

T hanks a ton for the 
. mucb‘awaitedln*depth 
foterview whh Gabrfofo SsAtat^ 

>. (^gspiimWspskt.lPth ^uly). i wou^ 
< fo thank Paul Fdn fnr his' 

f?^!Q^hir<^^;'theidiotosr^ 
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Rip-Off 

A country that could unceremo¬ 
niously pack off a Sam Fitro- 
da is capable of dumping Sangee- 
ta Puri Into oblivion without batt¬ 
ing an eyelid. Thumbs up for 
the rip-off in your 16th August 
issue. 
ej.MITRA 
Hyderabad 

REMINDER 

All readers ate requested to send 
their letters to the following 
address: 

The Editor, 

Sportsworld, , 

6 fr 9 PtafuUa Satkar Street, 
Calcuna-700001. 


61 





















Round the world in 210 doyo. Two 
ongineers of SAIL Anindra 
Chakraborty and Ranjan Bharti 
covorod 20. OOOkais in 19 
countrioi that spannad four 
continonti on a 110 CC Suzuki 
Shogun. Tho thomo for thoir 
historic venturo was to promoto 

g saco and AIDS awaronoss. TVS 
uzuki worn tho main sponsors of 
tho trip and this tour could ovon 

S ittbomaplaco in tho Guinest 
ookofG^eonh 



OoopsI Anna Sulima of Poland 
takas a tumblo as sho goos ovor a 
iiinip in tho rido avont of tho 
racanidy-concludod World Cup 
final. Both Sulima and hor hofsa 
Czar ascapod unhurt thaugh 
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CONTROVERSY 


NOTSO/7MEI 

Heavy fines on JeffTarango are a dear signal that loutish 
behaviour will not be tolerated in tennis 


FROM DAVID McMAHON, 
MELBOURNE 

I F anyone delivered a misplaced 
slap in the face to the world of 
international tennis, it was Jeff 
Tarango. Or may be it was 
Tarango's wife, Benedicte, who 
actually slapped a Wimbledon umpire 
this year. And for those who thought 
Tarango lacked appeal (what a corny 
line) the bloke is appealing against the 
severity of the fines imposed on him 
by the game's governing bodies. 

Let me take you back to where it all 
started. If the husband-wife double 
act on 1st July hadn't been so serious, 
it might even have been farcical or 
perhaps funny. Tarango, unseeded, 
made history on the hallowed grass of 
the All-England Club, but not quite in 
the manner he would have wanted. 
Playing a third-round singles match 
on an outside court against Alexander 
Mron?, Tarango said he could see his 
way through to the final. 

Excuse me? Tarango could see 
himself in the final? I couldn't see him 
in a Wimbledon final, even if I was 
looking at tennis through rose-tinted 
glasses. I couldn't see Tarango in the 
final, even if I was his doting 
grandmother. I couldn't see Tarango 
in the men's singles final at 
Wimbledon even if I was the sort of 
person to smoke the sort of stuff that 
was fashionable when the Beatles 
sang 'Lucy In The Sky With 
Diamonds'. 

But well, Tarango could see himself 
in the finals. And so, when things 
started slipping away from him, he 
started losing it He lost his serve. He 
lost any gnp he had on the match (or 
he HOPED to have on the match). He 
lost his grip on his own emotions. He 
called the chair umpire, Bruno 
6 « 


Rebeuh "the most corrupt official in 
the game," and stormed off the court. 
Then, just for good measures, his wife, 
Benedicte, slapped the umpire in the 
face twice. 

In the last week of August, the 
Association of Tennis Professionals 
announced that it had decided on 


appropriate aaion against the only 
man in the world to have conceded a 
match by storming off court in a rage. 
Tarango, it was announced, would 
incur a $20,000 fine. In addition, he 
would be banned from the ATP Tour 
for three weeks. 

All in all, Tarango's bank manager 




was not going to be too happy, 
because the Californian had already 
been fined nearly $44,000 by the 
International Tennis Federation in a 
separate judgement. Furthermore, 
the nr had ruled that he be 
suspended from two Grand Slam 
events. This ban did not include the 
US Open, since Tarango was free to 
launch an appeal against the severity 
of the sanctions against him. 

Then Tarango himself set in motion 
the process of damage-repair. He 
released a statement saying, 'T 
apologise to my fans and to fans of the 
game of tennis. Vm not the first 
athlete to lose his cool under fire, and I 
hope that just as Bntish Open golf 
champion John Daly and the great 
John McEnroe have learned from 
their mistakes, I will too My goal is to 
be the best tennis player I can be, and 
the best person I can be." 

This from the man who, in the heat 
of the moment, accused an umpire of 
being corrupt and of favouring certain 
players, and who then told fans to 
shut up Now he tells us, ''When I 
went to sleep on 30 lune, before my 
match at Wimbledon, I saw myself 
going all the way to the finals. My 
whole life was in that dream. 1 was 
playing great tennis against 
Alexander Mron7 on 1 July. But when 
1 realised I was not in control of the 
match, I lost control over my 
emotions." 

"I don't want to dwell on what 
happened at Wimbledon. It's 
important for me to look forward at 
this point in my life, because I'm lucky 
enough to be able to play the game I 
love and continue my career here at 
the US Open. 

"As for my wife, whatever anyone 
else thinks of what she did, I 
learned--as did the rest of the .. 
world—that she loves me. And, I love 
her. If anyone is to blame for what 
happened at Wimbledon, it's me, not 
my wife. 

"For now, I have to focus ail of my 
attention on the court, not on what 
happened at Wimbledon. I can't 
concentrate on tennis and the media 
at the same time, so during the Open, 
Tm going to concentrate on playing 


my way back into the good graces ot 
tennis fans,” he said during the US 
Open. 

The world of tennis has seen John 
McEnroe and Jimmy Connors, great 
players both, but men who will be 
known as much for the prowess as for 
the combustible temperament they 
displayed so regularly. Yes, they were 
wonderful players, but they left their 
mark on the decorum of the game. 

Yet, neither of them did what 
Tarango did. And the other point to be 
made is that both McEnroe and 
Connors had the tennis-playing 

ability to overshadow their 
behaviour. Long after fans have 
forgotten their tantrums, their records 
will still glow because of their 
achievements. 

And Tarango? He might never win 
three rounds at Wimbledon again, so 
he runs the risk of being the only man 
who called the integrity of the game 
into question. 

It was perhaps fitting that Tarango 
was drawn, in the tirsi round of the US 
Open, against seventh-seeded 
Yevgeny Kafelnikov. The latter won, 
as expected, in straight sets, 6-0,6-4, 
7-5, with Tarango winning only three 
points in the first set. And then came 
the excuses. "I have probably slept 
about two hours the last week," said 
Tarango. "The fad that I was able to 
get out there and get my serve in was 
pretty amazing to me. I just can't 
sleep. 1 am taking two sleeping pills 
every night and I still am not getting 
any sleep, so I don't know what to do 
1 go to the chiropractor three times a 
week, and he says I am so stressed out, 
he can't even turn my neck " 

"I am completely exhausted and 
devastated from this whole thing," 
Tarango said. "I can barely maintain. I 
feel like a viaim, used and abused I 
am going to live with my actions. 

"If I want to mount $US200,000 in 
lawyer bills I can fight this and 
probably win. But what is the point? I 
don't have that kind of money. People 
think I make a lot of money, but 1 have 
got $US 100,000 in expenses a year. 
You know these people they are 
making $40 million here so it is 
nothing to them. But it is a lot to me 



and It hurts. 


"I just swung at the ball today and 
the racquet wasn't even getting close 
to where the ball was I had no 
coordination whatsoever. My brain 
and my body were not in synch. I can't 
go out and play with this kind of 
mental attitude. I love tennis, so 
maybe I will play in my backyard. I 
know (Jim) Conner and Pete 
(Sampras) and Patnek (McEnroe) and 
all my friends will come and play with 
me in my backyard." 

All this just makes me wonder if Jeff 
Tarango, 26, is aware that he could 
have been given the maximum 
penalty of $200,000 and a three-year 
ban from one or more Grand Slam 
tournaments. He should just count his 
lucky stars and make his plans for 
what he's going to be doing during 
Wimbledon 1996. 

He certainly won't be playing tennis 
there. • 
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T hey play—and act—what is 
called, "In your face tennis/' 
a phrase MTV watchers will 
be accustomed to. 

Teiinis magazine has called them "a 
page right out insanity". Apan from 
being a successful doubles pair Luke 
and Murphy Jensen, trash talk their 
opponents and throw water balloons 
out of hotel windows. The loudest' 

(in more ways than one) doubles 
team in tennis also have their own 
rock 'n roll band called "We haven't 
heard of you either." 

Here are excerpts of a post match 
press conference with the Jensens 
during the recent US Open. I could 
only just about comprehend what 
they were saying. And I was present. 
Try your luck. 

Q. Where did you learn to tee off on 
that second service return? 

LUKE JENSEN; Where did you 
learn how to speak English? 

MURPHY JENSEN: What was the 
question? 

Q. You were wailing on some 
second serves. 

MURPHY: Yeah, 1 aaually started to 
feel it. The second set I couldn't find 
the forehand. 1 was still in a boat 
heading for the ocean. 

I owe a lot of my success in the last 


couple of matches to Luke because he 
stepped up and, you know, he realised 
that I was feeling really down and 
made me— 

LUKE: Pepto Bismol. 

MURPHY: —and made me feel a lot 
stronger. 

Q. Have you guys done anything 
different to prepare this year as 
opposed to last year? 

LUKE: What's prepare mean? Is 
that with concentration and focus. 

MURPHY: We save that for 
Christmas. 

Q. You sign your autograph cards in 
advance? 

LUKE: Yeah, exactly putting the 
sticker on, that's what we do, stamp 
our autograph cards 

1 think, you know, that whole year 
you're watching that football 
preseason, these guys' coaches getting 
up at 5:30 in the morning, I mean, 
we're getting in at 5.30 in the 
morning. (Laughter). 

Q. You guys are pretty mellow by 
comparison though. Do you 
sometimes when you sense that you 
could win a match, do you take it easy 
with the clowning. 

LUKE: So you're saying when we're 
going crazy it seems like we're losing*^ 

Q. Well, no, but is there a 



correlation? 

LUKE: Sometime the situation just 
happens. It's more of you ride the 
wave of the emotion of the situation. 
These guys are kicking your 
butt and you're like, rock and roll. 

Q. How much do you pay attention 
to the crowd, like one young lady 
yelled I love you Luke tonight and you 
turned around and said shush? 

MURPHY: Actually, he said don't 
tell anybody, don't tell anybody. It's 
one way of relaxing, you know, just 
kind of accepting that there's a big 
crowd. A lot of people walk on the 
Center Court and really just wet their 
pants. 1 just look at it and just say let's 
go for it. 

LUKE: You wet your pants and then 
they go for it. 

MURPHY: No, I just go for it. 

LUKE: You look at every book or 
listen to any sports psychologist and 
they tell you to watch your strengths 
and focus on everything. I think you 
really have to accept what's going on. 

I think just to get involved—I mean, 
how many times do you get a chance 
to play m front of people screaming 
and yelling who want to make a 
difference, positive or negative, 
against you. I mean that's for that's 
what you want to do. You don't want 
to be playing on court 75 with janitors 
out there sweeping the courts. You 
want to make a noise and that's 
exactly what should go on. 

Q. How did you guys get so good 
coming from Michigan where the 
winters are cold? 

LUKE: Hey, Michigan has the most 
players in this tournament. 

Q. Really? 

LUKE: We kick butt. We could have 
our own Davis Cup team. 

Washington, Kricl»tein--^kay, 
you've got the Jensen's that's one 
brain ceU and then you've got—well 
our sister played, so that's two brain 
cells, so that's four. 

MURPHY: My grandfather has the 
lake trout record for fishing in Lake 
Superior. 

Q. Are you going to start telling us 
fish stories? 

MURPHY; It's true. 

Robin Chatteriee, Now York 
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Millions of Baja) 
owners know they 
have a vehicle 
very special 
Hamara Bajcij 
they say with 
pride 

At Indianoil s 
R & D centre 
one of Asia s most 
advanced we ve 
developed a 
revolutionary 
2T oil specially for 
Bajaj 2 & 3 
wheeler vehicles- 
the 

Genuine 2T Zoom 
^Approved by Bajaj 
as a genuine engine 
oil it keeos the 
engine clean and 
healthy So it v orks 
harder lasts longer 
What s more it 
gives you a quick 
and easy start 
ensures lower petrol 
and oil consumption 
and reduces harmful 
exhaust emissions 
' Insist on Bajai 
Servo Genuine 
2T Zoom It will 
make yoMT'Soul 
mate happy 
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Avattabfo at tndanotl patrol stations and 
vehicle and service dealers of Bajaj Auto Limited in your city 
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Millions of Baja) 
owners know they 
have a vehicle 
very special 
Hamara Baja^ 
they say with 
pride 

— At Indianoil s 
R & D centre 
one of Asia s most 
advanced we ve 
developed a 
revolutionary 
2T oil specially for 
Bajaj 2 & 3 
wheeler vehicles 
the Bajaj Servo 
Genuine 2T Zoom 
Approved by Bajaj 
as a genuine engine 
oil it keeps the 
engine clean and 
healthy So it v orks 
harder lasts longer 
What s more it 
gives you a quick 
and easy start 
ensures lower petrol 
and oil consumption 
and reduces harmful 
exhaust emissions 
Insist on Bajaj 
Servo Genuine 
2T Zoom It will 
make your soul 
mate happy 
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R>wer-packed, low-smoke, synthetic-based Castrol JETTX 
unleashes the power in your bike Getting you off to a flying 
start Be it on the race track or at the traffic signal 

Synthetic-based Castrol JETTX ensures a clean, smokeless 
burn and extra mileage 

Castrol JETTX meets the latest technical specifications 
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is an old Persian 

p proverb that would translate 
something like, 'The Queen 
is a very strong piece, much 
stronger than the pawn, but still 
stronger than the queen is the 
pawn's hunger to become a queen". 
This hunger is what drives an 
unfancied challenger into meeting 
and beating a defending champion 
who has grown a trifle too complacent. 

It is this hunger, this driving 
understated ambition, which has 
pulled Viswanathan Anand up the 
most competitive of sponing ladders 
from the levels of a talented world N o 
29 four years ago to that of a 
challenger who is one game up (at 
the time of going to press) against the 
man who by all definitions is the 
greatest player of alltime Win or lose, 
the man is already up there in the 
pantheon of alltime Indian sporting 
greats. If he wins the 20 game match, 
A nand would be arguably be the 
greatest ever. Despite the lack of hype, 
he is certainly the highest earning of 
Indian sportsmen, grossing close to a 
million dollars a year. 

Anand being Anand, doesn't have a 
chip on his shoulder about lack of 
national recognition. In fact he 
considers it irrelevant and he 
wouldn't waste time thinking about 
it. Still the sheer, staggering fact of his 
achievements has dragged him mto 
the spotlight. After all, people talk 
about Vijay AmritraJ and 
Ramanathan Krishnan—^Vijay was 
never in the top ten—^Krishnan never 
won a grand slam. Anand has been in 
the top ten since 1992—and he has 
made a habit of winning strong 
tournaments. So much so. Kasparov 
concedes" Vishy Anand can make 
anyone look ordinary." People 
revere Wilson Jones, Prakash 
Padukone, Mike Ferreira and Geet 
Sethi. None of them competed in a 
sport where there are over three 
million aaive tournament 
players—spread over 150 nations. 

As and when Viswanathan Anand 
gets married it's unlikely he will want 


Aaaad wMi hit mothar. tlia primaiy ianuanet 
afkitilii 
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the ceremony to feature on 
cenirespreads In fact, if the 
unassuming 25-year-old resident of 
Customs Colony, Madras had his way, 
nothing in his private life would ever 
make the news Unfortunately, his 
talent has already earned him to a 
point where his private life is public 
property Gone are the days when he 
could peacefully sit on the swing 
outside his house and watch the world 
go by on lazy summer evenings 
Starting a championship match 
with a sequence of eight draws may 
have set a dubious and boring record, 
but It IS an infinitely better sporting 
situation than being five games down 
which was Nigel Short's position after 
eight games in 1993 OrO-3downas 
Karpov was m 1990 Remember, in 
the 20 game match, all Anand has to 
do is win just one more game" than 
his opponent And if he does hold 
onto the lead, one major 
psychological factor could be that 
Garn Kaspaiov finally lost patience 
after finding himself incapable of 
making headway on eight occasions 
When It comes to sporting 
excellence, India has a miserable 



ON TOP OF THE WORLD! 

ANIEK PAUL gives an on-the-spot report from 
the World Trade Centre 

T he total number of legal positions on the 8 by 8-square chessboard is 
2x10^’ and the number of different possible standard 40-move games 
has been estimated as 25x10^ As a point of reference the number of 

electrons in the universe is estimated to be significantly smaller at only 
10^^. These mind boggling figures explain why masters of chess like Bobby 
Fischer and Garri Kasparov are considered super geniuses. The former is 
nearly forgotten for he has been absconding for a fairly long time, but the 
latter, who is not only the reigning world chess champion, but also a 
mathematician speaking 15 different languages, is a very special figure 
and one of the most marketable sports personalities. Kasparov is a 
glamourous person who has made chess a truly professional sport, by 
getting rid of the shamateunsm that plagued the sport. Fischer had also 
tried the same as was evident from his regular bickerings with organisers 
regarding prize funds, but had failed, because of a lack of discretion. 
Hence, Kasparov, though following Fischer in this regard has the right to 
all the credit as chess is now a source of sustenance for the top order 
players. The ongomg Intels-PCA World Chess Championships between 
Kasparov and Indian Grandmaster Viswanathan Anand, who is already 
the country's highest earning sportsman, is yet another impressive move 
in the direction, not only for the remarkable $1.5 million prize fund, but 
also for the venue and the amount of media attention it has been getting 
all over the world. 

Vgnua; Never before the ongoing world championship match has chess 
been played in as speaacuiar a venue as the 107th floor Observation Deck 
of the World Trade Centre in Manhattan, New York, which is l,310feet 
above sea level, yet just a minute's journey in an elevator ascending at 
maximum speed of 20 mph. The unusually lofty setting adds to the 
glamour of the event. The audience paying $ 1S each for admission is 
treated not only to a silent tussle between two intellectual men for $ 1 
million and some commentary about what is going on in the 10 by 20 feet 
soundproof glass enclosure, but also a bird's eye view of Lower Manhattan 
and its landmarks—the skyscrapers and its suspension bridges—and the 
scenic beauty of the rivers—Hudson, East—opening into the bays in the 
Atlantic from the deck which has 232 viewing windows and the worid's 
highest open air promenade. The venue which was already an important 
tourist hangout attracting 1.8 million people every year, catapulted the 
heavyweight fight to a status it has never attained bedote, partkulariy tot 
its lii^tweight tldcet price and the additional attractions of being on the 
top of the world. 

The organisers, Intel—the wbrld'slaigest producer of semiconductors 
—and the Professional Chess Association have been most successful in 
their objective behind choosing this venue as not only has it created a 
hype, but has also created an interest, never really seen Mfore, among 
people who were ignorant about chess, but who came as tourists to the 
‘Top of the World', as the deck is called, during the matdi. No former 
venue—even the majestic Savoy Theatre on the Strand In Ltmdon, 
held the Kasparov-Short worljlchamidoiishlpln |i093,hasbeefteMpt9 
create the kind of hype this one has create^ ais4 fOf sR ttris cr<diLgoe|^ 
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the organisers who decided to move the match from Cologne, Germany to 
the media capital of the world. New York. 


Sponsors: Intel is the chief sponsor to the match carrying a prize fund of 
$5 million—the winner takes $900,000 home and the loser half that. 
Intel is actually the only company which chose chess as the medium of 
corporate sponsorship by deciding to finance the entire cycle of the PCA 
World Chess Championship in 1994*95. This was at a time when the 
future of the sport looked extremely gloomy with the world chess 
federation broken up and the world's bes* player, Garri Kasparov 
enstranged from the parent organisation, FIDE. Besides, Intel decided to 
start a Grand Prix event in rapid chess with four chapters, one each in 
London, New York, Moscow and Paris for the world's top order players in 
which only 25 minutes' thinking time was allowed. It was a grand success 
and Intel decided to include a Pentium processor based chess software, 
Fritz-3, in serious tournament chess and that too delivered better than 
expeaed results, as it beat nearly all top players at least once,- including 
Kasparov. All these things made chess more popular to the general public, 
even in the US, where people seem to like only the most aggressive sports 
like football and baseball. Intel extended the fruits of its sponsorship to a 
wider range of chess professionals by introducing a new rating system, 
more accurate than before and updated every couple of months. 


Publicity: The effect of the hype has been most significant in the kind of 
publicity this match is getting. Eurosport, which is the single most 
important sports channel avallaUe on sattelite in Europe, started their 
Grst-ever chess coverage with this match. The sports channel 'is covering 
every single game in a half an hour programme telecast twice. BBC is also 
covering the match on a daily basis and the moves are availabie on the 
Channel 4 telecast. These aside, the games and commenuries are coming 
live Ml the Internet, so that pkople on the Information super-highway 
cannot miss a sin^e moment, even if they are thousands of miies away. 
The print media hasactually gone crazy-—nearly every other day you will 
find a full page feature in the New York Times or the Well Street Journal 
not to apeek of tlje detail match reports they are publishing for every single 
game* The Tlmesniatch In London In 1993 was certainly the gateway to 
the media for dress, Which was posrible because it was sponsored by a 
nevnpapet, but in Wte df no direcUnyolvement of any newspaper, this 
ttiatanis goingto iMad^mk ev^^ in the history of chess from the 

*"*'t«Wera^r 


^ record. Among individuals, there 
s have been just those few billiards 
5 players, just the one badminton 

player and not much else. No one has 
^ come remotely near the top. No one 
has created expectations so high 
; that his fans will actually be 

[ disappointed if he cannot win the 
world title Especially after grabbing 
the lead as a 40-60 underdog. 

Even more staggering is the sheer 
magnitude of the task Anand set 
himself in 1991. He qualified for a 
Candidates quarter final more or less 
t unaided. Even his preparations for 
that match against Karpov and the 
hiring of second Mikhail Gurevich 
^ was delayed simply because the RBI 
would not sanction him permission to 
spend some of his own hard-earned 
dollars in adequate time to prepare. 
After he lost that match he went into a 
mode of introspection to ensure he 
would do better in the next cycle. Just 
as he did after his Sanghinagar loss to 
Kamsky when most of the nation 
wrote him off disgustedly. The second 


Win or lose, the man is 
already up there in the 
pantheon of all-time 
Indian sporting greats. If 
he wins the 20 game 
match, Anand would be 
arguably the greatest 
ever 


\ 

I 

\ 


time round he slowly put together a 
stable team. Aided this time by that 
intangible factor—charm, more than 
cold cash. Men like Jonathan 
Speelman and Artur Yusupov who 
have both played two Candidates 
semi finals do not work as seconds just 
for financial inducements. But, when 
Vishy Anand asked, they found it 
difficult to refuse. And Anand 
carefully chose a full team—his friend 
Dr Albert Toby as his resident 
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CAPSOttS 


JdwHy. \ 
takeoo« 
or ivw capsules 
every niam with 
milk, onnovr 
before bed-time; 


A A Trusted Ndfrte in Ayurveda 

1,^1 DInim»L 

AushadhIPvt.Ltd, 

V. Il DindiyelMBfkel.MLB Road 

, , GiWliOf474009 

94nfTn^ MitfhyiPrMksh 


|g|L Vigour and vitality. Strength and 
stamina. Quick action through the 
potent po>ver of 

^jj^rveda. Nature's gift for sure-fire 
' vitality and strength. 

An Ayurvedic combination of 
■Ew" 44 precious herbs and 
R minerals, such as Amber, 

' Keshar, Moti, Swama - 

Makshik, Abhrak Bhasma and pure 
Shilajit. A unique brmulation, once 
used by Rajas, Maharajas and 
Nowabs. All in each power-pocked 
303 capsule. 

That's 303. It helps to reduce 
mental and physical fatigue. 
And to restore your stamina. 

Go h>r it. Keep fit. Today! 














ConcMitration is oM of Anand's grootstrongllit 

psychologist, longterm pal GM Patrick 
Wolff as his bread and butter second 
and opening theorist Elizar Ubilava as 
his ti;ainer. 

The Indian psyche is not used to 
winners and it does not quite know 
how to deal with them or nurture 
those with potential. Would-be 
champions struggle in their youth to 
get enough wherewithal to pursue 
their vocations. That has a depressing 
spinoff in that when they make it,.- . 
they tend to consider aQ ambitions-' 
achieved the>nomeiH theyffnally get 
a reafsbhably lucrative job and possibly 
It 


SANTOSM GHOSH 

an Arjuna Award. Even Leander Paes. 
with all his Davis Cup heroics has been 
unable yet to find the kind of support 
that could help push him up the ATP 
ladder. God forbid, but he may never 
be able to aaually reach the top. 

Chess is different.Anand is the only 
fulltime professional in the country. 
The one other GM, and the 15-odd 
IMs either all have '^sports quota 
jobs", or are looking for something on 
those lines. None of them, not even 
the highly talented Dibyendu Barua 
could take the risk of walking out on 
that certainty and playing a year or 
three on the international circuit and 
trying to pay their way from their 
winnings and appearance fees. Anand 


did in an era when earnings were 
much more uncenain. Where there 
were no support systems whatsoever. 
Where the only divide between 
amateur and pro is that by definition a 
pro was someone aaually good 
enough to live off his winnings. 

! Where, six years later, he is .still the 
! only non-white, third world citizen to 
be anywhere in the reckoning. Even 
now there are no suppon 
systems—except the ones he has 
himself created and paid for in his 
quest. 

He has done it without 
complaining, without making 
excuses, without ever considering a 
hurdle insurmountable. Whenever 



The Indian psyche is not 
used to winners and it 
does not quite know 
how to deal with them 
or nurture those with 
potential. Would-be 
champions struggle in 
their youth to get 
wherewithal tc^ursue 
their vocation. Inat has 
a depressing spin-off in 
that when they make ft, 
they tend to consider ail 
ambitions achieved the 
moment they finally get 
a lucrative job and 
possibly an Arjuna 
Award 



he has run into a problem, sporting or 
otherwise, he has taken steps to 
overcome it. Quietly. Calmly. 
Logically. Without fear or fuss. 
Pleasantly and politely. So he is still a 
nice guy—the quintessential Indian. 
Except that he has made a habit out of 
finishing first and a month from now 
he may be the world champion. Either 
way, win or lose—he is one of the' 
greatest. • 





GERMON Lee Kenneth ^Canterbury) Captain 
b Christchurch 4 November, 1968. 
Right-handed batsman/wicketkeeper. 
Tests: Yet to appear. One-day tntls: Debut v 
Sri Lanka (Bloemfontein) 1994-95 
Matches I. Did not bat. Held one catch. 


CAIRNS. Christopher Lance (Canterbury) b 
Picton 13 June 1970. Right-handed 
batsman/righl-arm fast medium bowler. 
Tests: Debut vs Australia (Perth) 1989-90 
Matches 10. Batting: 17-0-349-78 vs 
Australia (Perth) 1993-94. Avge. 20.52. 
Fifties 2. Bowling: 28 wkts for 1207 runs. 
Avge 43.10. BB 6-52 vs England 
(Auckland) 1991-92. Catches 6. One-day 
Intis: Debut vs England (Wellington) 
1^90-91. Matches 29. Batting: 
26-4-586-72 vs Sri Lanka (Christchurch) 
1994-95. Avge. 26.63. Bowling: 27 wkts 
for 892 runs. Avge. 33.03. BB 4-55 vs 
England (Auckland) 1990-91. Catches 12. 


CROWE. Martin David (Wellington) b 
Auckland 22 September 1962. 
Right-handed batsman/right-arm medium 
pacer. Tests: Debut vs Australia 
(Wellington) 1981-82. Matches 74. 
Batting: 128-11 -5 393-299 vs Sri Unka 
(Wellington) 1990-91. Avge 46.09. 
Centuries 17. Fifties 18. Bowling: 14 wkts 
for 676 runs. Avge 48.28. BB 2-25 vs West 
Indies (Bridgetown) 1984-85. Catches 69. 
One-day Intis: Debut vs Australia 
(Auckland) 1981-82. Matches 140 Batting: 
136-7-4517-105* vs England (Auckland) 
1983-84 Avge 37.95. Centuries 3. Fifties 
3 3. Bowling: 29 wkts for 952 runs. Avge 
32.82. BB 2-9 vs Australia (Auckland) 
1981-82 Catches 66. 


DOULL Simon Blair (Northern Distrias) b 
Pukekohe 6 August 1969. Right-handed 
batsman/right arm medium pacer. Tests: 
Debut vs Zimbabwe (Bulawayo) 1992-93. 
Matches 11. Batting: 18-2-210-31* vs 
South Africa (Johannesburg) 1994-95. 
Avge 13.12. Bowling: 33 wkts for 1077 
runs. Avge 32.63. BB 5-66 vs Pakistan 
(Auckland) 1993-94. Catches 8. One-day 
Intis: Debut vs Zimbabwe (Bulawayo) 
1992-93. Matches 8. Batting: 7-4-61-19* 
vs South Africa (Capetown) 1994-95. Avge 
20.33. Bowling: 6 wkts for 405 runs. Avge 
67.50. BB 2-42 vs Zimbabwe (Bulawayo) 
1992-93. Catches None. 


FLEMING Stephen Paul (Canterbury) b 
Christchurch 1 April 1973. Left-handed 
batsman. Tests; Debut v$ India (Hamilton) 
1993-94. Matches 12. Batting: 
22.-0-786-92 vs India (Hamilton) 1993-94. 

Martin Crofes*: one of tlio finoot playora in tbo 
toam has aiored 17 conturias in Test criokat 
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STATISTIC 


MEET THE 
KIWIS 


A statistical profile of the New Zealand cricket team 


Avge 35 72 Fifties 6 Catches 1J One-day 
Intis Debut vs India (Napier) 1993-94 
Matches 25 Batting 24-2-551-90 vs India 
(Napier) 1993-94 Avge 25 04 Catches 
One 


GALE Aaron James (Otago) b Balclutha 8 
Apnll970 Right-handed 
batsman/Right arm medium pacer 
Tests/One-day Intis Yet to appear 


GREATBATCH, Mark John (Central Districts) 
b Auckland 11 December 1963 
Left-handed batsman Tests Debut vs 


HART, Matthew Norman (Northern Distncts) 
b Hamilton 6 May 1972 Left-handed 
batsman/slow left arm spinner Tests 
Debut vs Pakistan (Wellington) 1993 94 
Matches 12 Batting 21-3-317 45 vs West 
Indies (Christchurch) 1994-95 Avge 
17 61 Bowling 27 wkts for 1346 runs 
Avge 49 85 BB 5 77 vs South Africa 
fJohannesburg) 1994 95 One-day Intis 
Debut vs Pakistan (Auckland) 1993-94 

Matches 10 Batting 6 0 49 16 vs India 
(New Delhi) 1994-95 Avge 8 16 
Bowling 1 wkts for 314 runs Avge 28 54 
BB 5-22 vs West Indies (Margao. Goa) 
1994-95 



Mark Gmlbeleh: Mde three 
slnee hie dehM agaiiiet Enfllend in 87-11 

England (Auckland) 1987-88 Matches 36 
Batting 64-5-1905-146* vs Australia 
(Perth) 1989-90 Avge 32 28 Centuries 3 
Fifties 9 Catches 25 One-day Intis. Debut vs 
England (Dunedin) 1987-88 Matches 73 
BatUng: 73-3-1998-111 vs England (Oval) 
1990. Avge. 29 38 Centunes2 Fifties 12 
Catches 31. 


MORRISON, Daniel Kyle (Auckland) b Auckland 
3 February 1966 Right-handed 
batsman/ nght-arm last bowler Tests 
Debut vs Australia (Brisbane) 1987-88 
Matches41 Batting 61-21-318-42vs 
Pakistan (Wellington) 1993-94 Avge 
7 95 Bowling 143 wkts for 4795 runs 
Avge 33 53 Catches 12 One-day Intis 
Debut vs India (Nagpur) 19^/-88 Matches 
74 Batting 31-14-139-20* vs Australia 
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Dion Nnoli mado fcia dobnf in l§S2-93 and has 
ca^rod 32 wlekali tbua tar 

(Dunedin) 1992 93 AvgeS 17 Bowling 
94 wkls for 2669 runs Avgc 28 39 BB 
4 33 vs Pakistan (Hamilton) 1988 89 

NASH Dion Joseph (Otago) b Auckland 20 
November 1971 Right handed 
batsman/right arm medium pacer Tests 
Debut vs Zimbabwe (Harare) 1992 93 
Matches 10 Batting 16 5 176 56 vs 
England (Lord s) 1994 Avge 16 00 Fifties 
1 Bowling 32 wkts for 1014 runs Avge 
31 68 BB 6 76 vs England (Lord s) 1994 
Catches 7 One dey Intis Debut vs 
Zimbabwe (Bulawayo) 1992 93 Matches 
15 Batting 11 3 94 40* vs $n Lanka 
(Colombo) 1992 93 Avge 11 75 Bowling 
12 wkts for 536 runs Avge 44 66 BB 3-43 
vs Sri Lanka (Shaijah) 1993 94 

PARORE Adam Craig (Northern Districts) b 
Auckland 2 3 January 1971 Right-handed 
batsman/Wicket keeper Tests Debut vs 
England (Birmingham) 1990 Matches 20 
Batting 35 4 805 100* vs West Indies 
(Chnstchurch) 1994 95 Avge 25 96 
Century 1 Fifties 3 One day Intis Debut vs 
Zimbabwe (Bulawayo) 1992 93 Matches 
37 Batting 33 7 1004 108 vs South Africa 
(Pretona) 1994 95 Avge 38 61 Catches 
31 Stumpings7 

HASLAM, Mark James (Auckland) b Bury 
England 26 Sept 1972 Left-hand 
batsman/slow left arm spinner Tests 
Debut vs Zimbabwe (Bulawayo) 1992 93 
matches 2 Batting 1-0 3 3 vs Zimbabwe 
(Harare) 1992 93 Avge 3 00 Bowling 
One wkt for 153 runs Avge 1 ^3 00 BB 
1-33 vs Zimbabwe (Harare) 1992 93 
One-day Intis Debut vs Sri Lanka 
(Colombo) 1992-93 One match Runs 9 
Avge 9,00 Bowling One wkHor 28 runs 
Avge 2M0 BB 1 -28 vs Sri Lanka 
(Colombo) 1992-93 
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THOMSON Shane Alexander (Northern 
Distrias) b Hamilton 27 January 1969. 
Right-handed batsman/Occasional 
Off-break bowler. Teats: Debut vs India 
(Auckland) 1989-90. Matches 17. Batting: 
33-4-935-120* vs Pakistan (Christchurch) 
1993-94. Avge 32.24. Century 1. PifUes 5. 
Bowling: 19 wkts for 856 runs. Avge 45.05 
BB 3-63 vs Sri Lanka (Auckland) 1990-91. 
Catches 7. One-day Intis: Debut vs India 
(Dunedin) 1989-90. Matches 41. Batting: 
39-5-780-83 vs India (Napier) 1993-94. 

I Avge 22.94. Fifties 5. Bowling: 29 wkts for 
1160 runs. Avge 40. BB 3-14 vs Pakistan 
(Auckland) 1993-94. Catches 11. 

TWOSE, Roger Graham (Wellington) b 
Torquay 17 April 196^8. Left-handed 
batsman/rlght-arm medium pacer. 
Testi/One-dey Inds: Yet to appear. Has * 
played for Warwickshire in the English. 
County Championships since 1989. 

YOUNG Bryan Andrew (Northern Districts) B 
Wangarei 3 November 1964. Right-hand 
batsman/Wicketkeeper. Tests: Debut vs 
Australia (Brisbane) 1993-94 Matches 16. 
Batting: 32-1 -996-120 vs Pakistan 
(Christchurch) 1993-94. Avge 32.12. 
Century 1. Fifties 8. Catches 25. One-day 
Intis: Debut vs Australia (Melbourne) 
1990-91. Matches 43. Batting 42-4-931-74 
vs South Africa (Hobart) 1993-94. Avge 
24.50. Fifties 3. Catches 18 (6 held while 
keeping wicket) 

NOTE: * Sign signifies an unbeaten tniUngs. 
The sequence in batting is Innings—not 
outs—Runs—Highest score. 

BB stands for Best Bowling 
Intis, stands for Internationals 

compiled by RAVI KANTSRIVASTAVA 
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CAREER FIGURES OF INDIAN 
CRICKETERS 


INNS N.0 

A 2 baruddin 194 179 35 

Tendulkar 96 93 10 

Prabhakar 120 90 19 

Navjyot Sidhu 90 87 8 

Jadeja 37 33 1 

Kambll 57 53 14 

Mongia 29 15 7 

Manjrekar 55 51 7 

Sflnath 77 32 13 

Venkatcsh Prasad 16 4 >1 

Prashant Valdya 2 0 0 

AnilKumble 66 28 11 

Utpal Chatteijee 2 11 

VenkatpathyRaju 42 12 5 

Ashlsh Kapoor 3 0 0 

Rajesh Chauhan 20 8 3 

Ankola 14 8 4 


SUNS 

AV8E 

HS 


as 

CSSt 

Balia 

Ruaa 


Asmm 


5288 

36.72 

108* 

3 

3Q 

80 

540 

468 

12 

39.00 

3/19 

3060 

36.86 

115 

4 

21 

28 

2131 

1643 

31 

53.00 

4/34 

1699 

23.92 

106* 

2 

10 

25 

5957 

4188 

147 

28.48 

5/35 

3448 

43.64 

114* 

5 

28 

15 

3 

2 

0 



1036 

32.37 

104 

1 

6 

12 

523 

434 

8 

54.25 

2/16 

1620 

41.53 

100* 

1 

11 

9 

4 

7 

1 

7.00 

1/7 

158 

19.75 

40* 

0 

0 

36/9 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 


1469 

33.38 

105 

1 

12 

17 

5 

6 

1 

6.00 

1/2 

153 

8.05 

37 

0 

0 

9 

3941 

2815 

112 

25.13 

5/25 

8 

2.66 

5* 

0 

0 

5 

722 

538 

14 

38.42 

3/36 

0 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

1 

94 

77 

3 

25.66 

2/41 

155 

9.11 

24 

0 

0 

22 

3613 

2423 

81 

29.91 

6/12 

3 

— 

3* 

0 

0 

1 

108 

63 

3 

21.00 

2/35 

29 

4.14 

8 

0 

0 

7 

2153 

1498 

45 

33.28 

4/46 

0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

120 

62 

0 



■ 73 

14.60 

26* 

0 

0 

5 

1008 

717 

21 

34.14 

3/29 

14 

3.50 

7* 

0 

0 

1 

537 

387 

11 

35.18 

3/33 


Vikram Rathoie: Yet to make debut Samir Dighe: Yet to make debut SaiiaJ B^utule; Yet to make debut 

India in One^Dav Internationals: From January. 1993 till date _ 

Malolias played Woa laal AM. TM Succasi% 

At home: ii » 7 0 i ToS 

At abroad: 21 11 10 0 0 50.23 

Total! ^15 31 17 0 1 















Cricket Protective Equipment by SO. The Cricketing Armoxu". an ensemble 
of craftsmanship, uiuivalled even by tradition. Engineered around a philosophy 
that you should never be forced to choose between safety, durability and comfort. 
Best described by the honours you give and the awards we receive. 

So, get set to face the challenge. 

Protected -- with SO. 
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SO 

Cbst 
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Wkti 

Avaa 

BB 

Mohd. Axharuddin 

65 

94 

4 

4198 

46 64 

199 

14 

14 

68 

7 

12 

0 



Sachin Tendulkar 

35 

51 

5 

2425 

52 71 

179 

8 

12 

28 

432 

191 

4 

47 75 

2/10 

ManoJ Prabhakar 

36 

54 

8 

1490 

32 39 

120 

1 

9 

19 

7361 

3533 

94 

37 58 

6/132 

Nayjyot Singh Sidhu 

34 

52 

2 

2013 

40 26 

124 

6 

10 

8 

6 

9 

0 



AJayJwi^ 

3 

5 

I 

99 

24 75 

43 

0 

0 

1 



— 

— 


VtaodJCanUi 

14 

19 

1 

1029 

57 16 

227 

4 

3 

6 


— 

-w- 


— 

NayanMongla 

7 

11 

1 

342 

34 20 

80 

0 

1 

16/2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

SafUayMamrekar 

33 

53 

5 

1853 

38 64 

218 

4 

8 

21/1 

17 

15 

0 



VikramRathoie Yet to make debut 













Javagal Srinath 

15 

21 

11 

227 

22 70 

60 

0 

2 

7 

3522 

1549 

41 

37 78 

4/33 

AnilKumble 

20 

21 

4 

249 

17 64 

52* 

0 

1 

9 

6567 

2502 

99 

25 27 

7/59 

VenkatpathyRidu 

21 

25 

9 

228 

12 00 

31 

0 

0 

5 

6162 

2271 

81 

28 03 

6/ia 

Rajesh Chauhan 

14 

9 

3 

64 

10 66 

15* 

0 

0 

8 

3137 

1151 

33 

34 87 

3/8 

Ashlsh Kapoor 

1 

2 

0 

16 

800 

15 

0 

0 

1 

222 

122 

1 

U2,00 

1/90 

SahlAnkola 

1 

1 

0 

6 

6 00 

6 

0 

0 

0 

180 

128 

2 

64 00 

1/35 


Venkatesb Prasad Yrt to make debut 
PrasliintValdya Yet to make debut 
UtpalChatteiJee Yet to make debut 
Samir Dighe Yet to make debut 
Sairaj Bahutule Yet to make debut 


India in Test cricket From January, 1993 till data 
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At home 
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At abroad 
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Total 

15 

8 

» 

* 1 wy 

i, 



COMPILED BY HARI PRASAD CHATTOPAPHYAY 







Explaining the concept of a 
7 CD Changer is not easy. 
Fortunately, youVe already used 
to the idea of not lifting a finger. 







E NCjI AND's iorlhcoming visit 
to South Africa is one of the 
most eagerly anticipated 
tours of recent years 
Tliankfully much has changed since 
the 'D Oliveira Affair' brought home 
the truth of the maxim that there 
could be no normal sport in an 
abnormal society 

The hnglish tourists will be entering 
a South African democracy which has 
crossed the Rubicon and where the 
efficacy and morality of the 
isolationist policy of which 
international cricket can be justifiably 
proud,is a question of historical rather 
than political debate 

Like so much else that concerns the 
newly constituted Rainbow Nation', 

It IS tempting to ignore the substance 
of the sporting contest in the search 
for symbolism It is a sentimental turn 
ol mind which has yet to get the bette 
of Fngland s hosts last year's 
emotional return to Lord lor 
example, wasqinckl> turned into a 
crushing Mctoiy lor the South 
Africans underlining their belief that 
the easiest way to celebrate a 
milestone is with a victory 

Since last summer South African 
cricket has entered its second phase 
since readniission to the world game 
following the death ol the disfiguring 
apartheid regime Kepler Wessels, the 
elder statesman who shepherded the 
side through much ol its 
remtroduciion to Test cricket has left 
the field lor the final time, and the 
national team is now m the hands of 
one of the new generation 

At 25 Hansie Cionje has taken on 
the mantle ol captain as if born to ihe 
job, an observation that will not 
suri)rise anyone who has followed he 
progress at the helm of Orange Free 
State After a false start in Australia ii 
1993-94, when he deputised foi the 
injured Wessels, Cronje was strong 
enough to decline the role m Lnglanc 
His reasons are typical of the way it 
which he deals with his colleagues as 
individuals and not )ust cricket 
machines 'Kepler still had a lot to 
offer the side We had all learned a loi 
from him, and in the circumstances 
his record was immaculate It 
wouldn't have been right not to give 





ENCOUNTER 



OCRATIC 

South Africa's 
cricket captain, 
HANSIE CRONJE, 

him the chance to end his career the COtlVCTSdttOfl Wt tH 

way he would have liked in England ' Dave Bowler, prior to 

the England team's 

see this concern for the welfare of tOUT OJ PltS COUtltVy 

players as a weakness, but Cronje's 
explanation of his philosophy is 
highly persuasive. 'I'm a democratic 

leader. I like to get input from the rest admits that 'I had to do a lot of 
of the team and make them feel thinking about my technique against 

important. We all share responsibility the few fast men who have unsettled 
— we must all have a share in our me. The summer of county cricket has 

destiny.' helped me tighten things up under 

That flexibility of approach different conditions.' 

indicates that his partnership with Confidence was also restored with a 

Bob Woolmer could be a long and superb hundred against Pakistan in 

fruitful one. With Cronje's consensual the winter. Modestly, Cronje 
style of captaincy and Woolmer's concedes his good fortune with the 

justifiable reputation as a 'player's absence of Waqar Younis, but Wasim 

coach', it is no surprise that South Akram is a big enough threat for most 

African team spirit 'is very good'. international batsmen; the hours in 

Morale was tested to the full in the nets with Woolmer have removed 

Cronje's early days as skipper when many of the flaws that Malcolm and 

the Proteas fell behind to New Zealand Gough exposed last year, 
in a three-Test series at home. Such Cronje certainly isn't short of 

was the quality of their cricket in the confidence as a leader, and his 

remaining two Tests, Cronje was able captaincy has been a revelation, 
to end the contest as the first captain winning four Tests in a row after that 

to have won a three-Test series from initial reverse, the most remarkable 

behind since WG in 1888. Leading by coming in the New Zealand 
example, by the time of his century at Centenary Test. 

Newlands in the final Test, he was 'To get a result we had to be 

again batting with the graceful inventive, because rain had cost most 

elegance that had earned comparisons oi the first day. Coming into the final 
with Greg Chappell prior to the day, the last thing they expected was a 

Malcolm-inspired horrors of the The declaration before lunch, so our 

Oval last summer. positive cricket took them by surprise. 

Necessarily self-critical, Cronje and then we were able to pick up 
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ENCOUNTER 


MOINUOOIN HAMID 



Allan Donald will ba tha apaarhaad of tha score 275 in 63 overs, a decision of 
Saudi*African attack against England Sobcrs-like generosity. This 

enterprising spirit is a sharp contrast 

wickets at regular intervals.' to Wessel's more dour approach, 

Cronje'S closure, after his own though he feels his predecessor has 

151 -ball century, set the Kiwis to been hard done by. *We were a little 


inconsistent, but we were an 
inexperienced side and Kepler had to 
take account of that with the tactics he 
used. 1 have nothing but complete 
respect for him.' 

Cronje has a healthy respect for the 
selectors too. 'We've stuck to a similar 
side even through bad times, and the 
players are grateful for that.' He 
admits that he was 'in miserable form' 
prior to becoming captain, and 
ascribes much of South Africa's 
success to this stability. 

'Brett Schultz is fit now, but the 
bowlers who have played have done a 
magnificent job; to get into the team 
he'll have to play very well. Bob 
Woolnier and myself have had our 
positions confirmed to the end of the 
World Cup, and that makes a lot of 
sense. We all knowwho's in charge 
rather than chopping and changing 
after a bad performance. From a team 
point of view, the continuity is 
helpful.' 

It is a-policy that is rather different 
to that in England:'If you have 
someone like Robin Smith who 
averages 45 in Tests, maybe it would 
be good to stick by him—players that 
you know are Test cricketers'. 

For the traditionalists, the 
appointment of a man like Cronje is 
heartening, for though he gives his all 
to one-day cricket and clearly enjoys 
the variety, his heart lies with Test 
cricket. His final message is one that 
many would do well to heed: 

'Captains have to realise they have a 
responsibility to be positive, and as 
long as that's the case, people will 
come to watch Test cricket. Last 
season crowds improved in South 
Africa compared with the previous 
year. I'm young enough that if I keep 
playing well. I can break some records, 
but that's not why I play. I'm in the 
game to be the best player I can be, to 
give my country everything I've got, 
and if records come that's fine. 
'Cricketers are in a fortunate position, 
playing cricket as their job. You have 
to go out and give your best and enjoy 
your cricket every minute that you're 
out there. Play it tough and hard, but 
enjoy every minute.' 

WISDEN CHlCi^T MONTitLY 
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QUESTIONS 


Josh Waitzkin is 
better known m the 
sporting world as 

* Who authored the 
autobiography 
Stooping To Conquer ^ 



equivalent ol the the film Around The specific group of people 

Davis Cup*’ World starring Raj Which group was ihis'> 

Kapoor and Rajshri > 


At the 84 I os 
Angeles Olympics 
the decathlon event was 
not televised Whai did 
Daley Thomson that years 
decathlon c hampion do to 
protest against this^ 

, What physical defect 
' does the well-known 
golfer Jack Nicklaus have*^ 

Answer to Q.No 4 


^ In cricket 

terminology what is 
referred to as a trimmer 

Who was the first 
non American to win 
the then s singles title at the 
U S Open > 

Which cricketer 
^ made a cameo 

CARTOONS ARTHUR CARD020 


^ Turf 

BLACK..-ANP 


rs BLACK..-ANP 
THE ball 3S 
AND 
CADDY 
IS GREV IN 
between/^ 



The 100m swim in 
the 1896 Olympics at 


^ { \ Who were 
I ^ ^ n famous as ihe 
'Four Musketeers' in 
French sports^ 


ANSWERS 


1. Bobby Fischer 

2. Michael Ferreira 

3. He wore a t-shirt which said Thanks 
America For A Good Games And A Great 
Time" in the front But the back of the 
t-shin said, 'But What About The TV 
Coverage'^" 

4. He IS colour-blind 

5. Federation Cup or what Is now called the 
'Fed Cup' 

6. A delivery which knocks off the bails 
without disturbing the stumps 

7. Rene Lacoste of France He won it in 1926 

8. Sir Frank Worrell 

9. It was open only to members of the Greek 
navy 

iO. Jean Borotra, Jacques Brunon, Henn 
Coche and Rene Lacoste 



SUBHABRATA SARKAR, 
NATUK BAZAR, 

KALIKA DAS ROAD, 
COOCHBCHAR-736 101 









SPOT 


LIGHT 


PATRICK McENROE 
is satisfied just being 
a tennis professional 
and not a superstar 
like his elder brother 
John 


MAC vs 



FROM ROBIN CHATTERJEE, 
NEW YORK 

S OMH things will probably 
never change. Neither for 
that matter will John and 
Patrick McEnroe. 

Patrick who? Surely it is not fitting 
that someone as low-key and humble 
as him, is capable of answering to the 
title of McEnroe 
Maybe, because unlike his 
celebrated brother, Patrick McEnroe 
has never won a Grand Slam, never 
married a movie star and never— 
even in hushed tones—been referred 
to as McEnroe. This was in a way, 
ordained. 

For Patrick—^who, by the time this 
will have gone to press— had reached 
the quarter-finals of the US Open, and 
will yet continue to spend the rest of 
his tennis career in the shadow of his 
more illustrious brother, John who 
has switched rackets for a microphone 
and still manages to remain in the 
spotlight. 

Just as Patrick manages to remain 
out of it. When asked how he summed 
up his biggest-ever Grand Slam 
performance, the younger McEnroe 
murmured. "It's great to be playing 
my best tennis. I always wanted to do 
my best here. All the things I've been 
working on have come together at the 
right place and at the right time." 

It has taken quite a few years for 
McEnroe's game to fall into place. 
Patrick McEnroe is today 29 years old 



Patrick kllcEnroa: totally opposHa in 
tompanijoiit to brothor John, bo it satiafiod 
with jiMwItina n tonnis pro 
24 











MAC 



and IS in his seventh year as a tennis 
professional He also managed to win 
his first ever title m New South Wales 
in January this year a fact that he 
characteristically managed to 
underplay saying Honestly it wasn t 
a big deal It wasn t like 1 had to win a 
tournament to validate my career 
Bui It became a big deal when the 
critics summed it up against the 
performance of his talented—but 
eccentric—brother who at 18 was a 
semi finalist at Wimbledon By the 
time John McFnroe was 20 he had 
won the first ol thiee conseciitivt U S 
Opens At 22 he won both 
Wimbledon and the U S Open And 
by the time he was 29 (his brother s 
current age) he was on his way down 
Conversely however Patrick 
McEnroe is on his way up oil the 
courts he did everything that his 
brother did albeit a little better He 
lollowed his brother to Stanford 
University but unlike him stayed on 
to get a degree in political science 
which was fair enough since he wasn t 
a tennis prodigy I didn t feel it would 
be a dc finite thing that 1 would make it 
in tennis he defended Johnwasin 
the semis of Wimbledon at 18 and 
that wasn t going to happen to me 
Even when he practises Patrick 
McEnroe gets the minimum of 
attention He is slowly starting to 
excite his fans at New York but they 
aren t exactly screaming his name He 
has only manage d to give an interview 
to D5Ftht German \ersion of FSPN 
which was actuall> the only tclev ision 
crew waiting lor him 

I don t worry about the spotlight 
and I don i particularly want to be in 
It McEnroe said I understand that 
It comes when \ou achieve d a certain 
level of success Which is true for 
John McEnroe s pe rsonal stock is 
reportedly worth $100 million while 
Patrick has managed to win a little 
over $2 million on the courts Coupled 
with all that money is John McEnroe s 
vivid personality which explains why 
after his broadcasts for USA network 
are over the fans have to he shooed 


John McEnroa, tennis §nfBat t9rnbl9 still tnts 
to grnppli with his suporstnr status 
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Patrick s coa ^ „c to do 

.■There were time And 

^mething . igue^sitwasa 

Vddojusttheopp 
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junny, but 

my divorce wtthTatu 

gctunginbetween 

And John o*«^ 

confident final match up 

^:rtStcker‘'Theedgewouldgoto 


Bohs/ he«id "ButVmtaking 

McEnroe" «,«nifhemakesit. 

U IS McEnroe wiU ever be 

whether PamckM^Emo^^^^^^^ 

able to O''®** „ ^,e to assert his own. 

'BigM*®* • 
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PERSONALITY 


BACK IN 
BUSINESS! 


Jim Courier is back, and is ready to fight his way to the top 

FROM ROBIN CHATTERJEE. NEW YORK 


S Jim Courier finally getting his 
act together? Most people have 
been wanting to ask this question 
for the past two years, but have 
been putting it off simply because 
Courier was giving them a chance to 
think otherwise. His semi final run in 
the recent US Open shows that the 


former world No. 1 is back on the 
warpath again. 

Little instances or big matches, 
however, does influence changes in 
one's line of thought. And if Courier 
did manage to serve sufficient notice 
that he was on the mend, then most 
critics would unanimously agree that 



it came in his pre-quarter final 
match-up with Thomas Muster. 

It took Courier less than two hours 
to exorcise the inner demons that 
haunted him for two years. His 
awesome display against Muster also 
showed that he was very much in 
control, not just with his tennis but 
also with himself. The ATP computer 
said that Courier was ranked No. 15 
but the mannerisms signified 
otherwise. Courier in a very subtle 
way was very much m command and 
walking tall. 

The marketing men would, 
however, suggest otherwise. Phil 
Knight of Nike has directed his agents 
to make Agassi and Sampras as the 
sole focus of their agenda. In this 
respect. Courier's status did not fit into 
their plans. These are the laws of 
professional sport and you get 
subjected to them because you can't 
make the ball kiss the tramlines 
anymore. You learn how to lose. You 
try to explain. You re-capture your 
privacy. 

You also end up playing on Court 16. 

Which is why Courier is restricting 
his comeback attempt to one step at a 
time. "I'm keeping it one on the short 
term," he admitted. "There is no 
reason to think long term because I 
have to take the first steps before I can 
start running again so...." 

Three years ago. Courier knew how 
to walk. In faa he looked like he was 
the best: young, fit and strong. And for 
57 weeks, the ATP computer backed 
up this assessment by crowning him 
No. 1. 

Gottriar has new ragaliMd Ilia appatHa for 
aama Mg wins awl ha la aarlaaa abanl makiiia 
Haraalllif. 





The problems surfaced once 
Couner got to the peak. He didn't 
quite know what to do after that He 
looked for new areas to graze upon. 
He scanned his agenda for new 
commitments and when all this didn't 
work, he read philosophy during 
changeovers. 

Critics opined that Courier was 
suffering from the 'Mats Wilander 
Syndrome'. But at this year's U. S 
Open, Courier became a man with a 
mission. And in his match against 
Thomas Muster, he drove home the 
point that he was fit enough to play on 
the stadium court. 

"Sometimes," as Courier said, "You 
have to take some steps backward in 
order to take some steps forward. I 
learned that I hate losing. I've always 
known that, but you really find out 
when you lose a lot. I think on good 


days, I am a much better player than 
my ranking reflects. But now I have to 
parlay that to some results along the 
way. I think the computer pretty 
much speaks the truth." 

Seeing is believing. And the way 
Courier was playing at the Open, 
makes one believe that computers do 
tend to over react a bit. Muster 
became the first opponent with a 
higher ranking that Courier defeated 
in a slam since he beat Sampras at 
Ronald Garros in 1994. 

Yet, in spite of his sincere attempts 
to make a comeback. Courier cannot 
explain why he disappeared in the 
first place. This could be either 
intentional or due to ignorance. He 
refuses to subscribe to the theory that 
he was a victim of a temporary 
burnout, but is willing to partially 
accept the reasoning that he may have 


Coarlar It ready to cross all hurdlM and is 
tarioot la his quest lar Iha top slot aaeo again 

punished his body at a heavy price. No 
one can boast of the heavy work ethic 
that Courier subjects himself to, on 
Tour. 

And his heavy training schedule 
refleaed on Conner's personality. He 
was a 'serious' individual who came 
across as thoughtful, intense and 
mostly arrogant. "But Jim is more 
calm now," said Craig Boynton, one 
of his coaches." That's the change in 
his temperament. He doesn't wear his 
heart on his sleeve as he used to. He's 
not as volatile." 

But he's very much become his 
own man, which stems from a feeling 
of not being accepted Though Courier 
claims that he doesn't really care. He'd 
much rather play golf than watch an 
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The West Indies and 
England portrayed 
different styles but 
cricket in the end 
proved to 
be a great leveller 

FROM SUPRAKASH GHOSHAL, 
LONDON 

T here was one man who had 
a lot to prove. There was 
another who had none. Yet, 
both men were equally under 
the glare of public scrutiny, when 
circumstances and ilMuck put an 
unnecessary question mark on their 
abilities. But fortunately when all the 
drama finally came to a close, it was 
quite clear that both men had had 
their problems sorted out just the way 
they should been in the fitness of 
things. 

Mike Athenon undoubtedly is a 
most talented cricketer to have taken 
over the England leadership in a long 
time. But people were not quite 
convinced. Because circumstances, 
prior to this summer's eventful series, 
did not really help put his immense 
worth to England in perspective. And 
the kind of fulsome praise that many 
pundits had predicted to be coming his 
way did not materialise automatically 
during the two years and twenty four 
Tests in charge. There were still 
reasons to have doubts. Those reasons 


Michaal Atharton: England's crickat captain 
pravad that ha cauld inspire his taam la grant 
naights and justifiad tha salactara' chaica 





REVIEW 


have now been eliminated 

Brian Lara, on the other hand, had 
long been recognised as a legend in 
the making No further proof was 
required Yet, his performances, was 
somewhat less consistent than usual, 
had a lot of tongues wagging about an 
uncertain future But those 
'uncertainties have certainly been 
swept away in a series of batting 
successes that produced 765 runs Did 
anyone need to worry about him at 
alP I guess not 

And as if to have their signatures 


embossed indelibly on this series, 
both men maintained their form till 
the very last Test at the Oval 
Atherton's unwavering resolve 
produced a marathon but consistent 
innings, offering England hope when 
they might have found none And the 
theme of Lara's cricket—style, 
technique and flamboyance—always 
gave his side a fighting chance to 
clinch the initiative at the most crucial 
moments 

Interestingly, all the Test matches in 
this series described by many as the 


most exciting to have taken place on 
English soil in recent times, 
maintained possibilities of results, in 
fact, most of them saw results And in 
a situation like that nothing can be 
more exciting than a Bnan Lara in 
splendid form 

Lara's success obviously led to 
intense speculation among the cricket 
pundits as to what makes thi»man 
tick And of course, is he going to 

Bnan Lara with tha bubbly aftar baing 
crownad Man-of-tba-Sarias Ha was tha man 
wha raally mada tha diffaranca 





Lara punchat tba air altar yat anothar 
stupandoua parformanca. Lara always ataod 
tall igainsttna English attack. 

replace Richie Richardson, the West 
Indian skipper, whose job would 
certainly have been on the line, if the 
Oval had produced a result not quite 
in favour of the Caribbeans^ Lara's 
secret is obvious A tremendous 
backlift, that gives him ample room 
for manoeuvre, to swing back and 
forth in order to time his strokes to 
perfection 

And obviously, he sees the ball a 


The Omen is clear. One Indian 

thirsting for global competition. 
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little too early than other lesser 
mortals Given the kind of wickets, 
the English authorities offered their 
visitors, I {should not have been 
difficult to predict that England would 
be a happy hunting ground for this 
enormously talented batsman 
In general, the wickets were 
prepared much too much in favour of 
the batsmen Runs came profusely 
though there were times when 
wickets did cause bitterness and 
recrimination Edgbaston for 
instance provided a pitch that was a 
disgrace for a Test match prompting 
one cricket writer to describe the 


England batting there as "tantamount 
to asking England batsmen to stand in 
a shooting gallery That they lasted as 
well as they did show courage 
beyond the call " True, but it was here 
that West Indies proved themselves to 
be supenor fighters, much more adept 
at weathenng difficult situations, 
when they crushed the home side by 
an innings and 64 runs 
England however, did fight back in 
the following Test at Old Trafford 
they bowled particularly well, 
especially the newcomer Dominic 
Cork, who was rewarded with a 
hattrick, and all this resulted in a 


HIGHLIGHTS 


deserving six-wicket win for England 
which levelled the series Once more 
England were back in the reckoning 
But by then an ominous sign had 
begun to emerge Brian Charles Lara 
relatively doale all summer but now 
coming up with brilliant innings of 87 
and 143 providing considerable 
inspiration to his rather disoriented 
side • 

The next two Test matches were 
drawn but fortunately for the 
spectators and cncket fans all round, 
the same bloodymindedness 
continued in both sides While the 
England skipper Atherton retained his 


MWesc Indies scored their highest ever total of idr 8 ctedarcd 
against England on August 27,1999 in the sbtiH-Test gi the Oval 

England's defeat at the hands of the West Mies, completed on 
July 8.1999 In the third Test at Gd^stdn, was Bitdand's first 
home loss Inside three days since the West Indiea won by an innings 
anddOntnsaiOklTraflbidlin 1966, 

nebuunt Dominic Cork bonded Englandto their lint lord'sTdtt 
victory over the West Indies In 98 years# With figures of 
19 3-9-49>7. the best bowling on Test debut by an Bngitdi player 
this century It was the second Test in the series and Cork brought 
victory to England by 72 runs 


IMoftwlckeis for England Dominic Coik-26 wickets 

iMlighest indlviduai innings: Brian Lara (W I) 179^1xthTe5L 
only innings. Oval 

^Highest Individual innings for Engiand. Oraethe Hick* 118 
^•-4'lfihTesL Brsi innings, Trent Bridge^ 

Mfostwidceislnamaich 99 3'l6-l74-2b.KenneihBen]ainin 
(W I), OfthTest, Trent Bridge 

WMost wickets hi an Innings 19 3-5^43-7 Dominic Cork 
fEngland). 2ndTesL Lord's. 


•England pacebowierAngusFmser captured his tOOth Test wicket 
in his 2 9th test by removing Brian Lara ibr 6 on iufte23,1999, at 
Lord's 

•England were bowled out for only 89 runs in the 2nd Innings of 
the third Test at Edgbaston it was the lowest score in thh six Test 
series. 

IKioniinlc Cork achieved a hattrick by taking the wickets ot Blchie 
Richardson Junior Murray and Carl HooDer 
in the second innings ot the fourth Test on July 30,1999 It was 
the 22nd hattrick in Test history and the eighth by an England 
bowler h was also England's first hattrtdt since ftfer Loader 
performed the feat against thf West Indies at Bkadlnidtfy in 1997 


mCenturles 179*BrianLara(Wli-SfxthTesconlyhiiD4ngs,Oval 
192:BrienLaia<WJ)-ElfthTast, first liuiUigs, Trent Brk^« 149 
Brian Lett (W I>*JPounhTesL Set^mdlnatnin^OldtraAord. 127 
can Hooper (W l)*Slxth Test, ohly innlhgi# wal. 1 IS Graeme 

HlckfEnghm4>-nhhtest»IMinnfni^,TrmBridge Il3 Mike 
Atherton (Bngland)<flfth Tesi, Fbst innings^ Trent Bridge, 

•Morinumberoftiblfcenturier Graham UmgJaAd; 
flve*61,5X94^74,74 ^ 

•MostnumberofhahcenturiesforW,]r SherwinCampbell# 
Pour-69,93,79, g9 

•five os more wickais Dominic Cork <Englaiid)-7f43tdMl^ 
lord's ^ 


•B rian Lara, world record holder of highest indlvidrial Innlngg in 
both Test a nd first class cricket # scored three sueoesslve inindreds Ip 
ihelasi thieeTests--<149ta)^thefoarmiesiatOMtralf6id# 197 In 
the fifth Test at Trent and 179 In the shtth Test Ar fWaL Jt was 
the prime batting hlghUght of the scrlee, 

■Wcft Indim wiclMlwcpcr Cottnocy •iywn& 4 |Mi(k 
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stubborn aggressiveness, the West 
Indian valour continued to be 
displayed by Lara and Co. 

Sorry, couldn't mention the 
Caribbean captain's name here. For 
his role by then had become more 
ceremonial than practical. Often he 
seemed distracted and disjointed; and 
worse still, his own form was sad, 
uninspiring and had a twinge of 
twilight in it. There will certainly be 
demands for his removal as the leader 
now, and for Richardson himself it is 
time to look back at his career and 
make a crucial decision: to say 
goodbye in glory, or fade out in 
ignominy. For all his lacklustre 
showing as skipper, he at least held on 
to his quiet dignity as captain and his 
69 at Edgbaston was one of the finest 


innings in the series, very much in 
keeping with his style. He should 
cherish them in his memory, before 
anything ignominious wipes them 
out, leaving bitterness in its wake. 

By contrast, it is time for Mike 
Atherton to flourish as captain, as 
batsman, as the hub around which an 
emerging Engiand side is beginnhig to 
believe in itself. 

It is time for Dominic Cork to aim at 
great heights too. He obviously is the 
discovery of the summer and perhaps 
of the decade. His Achilles heel 
obviously was his lack of pace, 
especially for Test matches. And the 
good sign is he now attacks the crease, 
hits the bat hard, bangs in his bouncer, 
stvlngs the ball and, above all, takes 
wickets. It was only fitting that his best 


Ooninie Coik: UndoaMadly Eaaiand'a fM •! 
the saasoa, ha's om bowtof wna't 
CMtialMicy will to a gnat boon for Eaglaad 

performance in this series came at his 
debut at Lord's, which undoubtedly 
was the finest match we saw during 
this West Indian tour. 

In a way, it was the Lord's Test that 
summed up the essence of this series: 
the fortunes fluauated wildly for both 
sides, competitiveness rose to fever 
pitch, and in the end it was the side 
better suited to withstanding pressure 
that came out victorious. 

It was this theme that dominated 
the series throughout, and it was this 
attitude that was shared by both sides 
in equal measure. And that's exactly 
why in the end parity was what this 
series really deserved. 
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RICA’S GRAND SLAM ■ HI ^ 


Photographer TOMMY HINDLEY captures the magic 
moments at Flushing Meadows 
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THE JINX OF 


FAME 


BY DAVID McMAHON, MELBOURNE 
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W HEN you think about 
it, there's not a lot that 
would attract women 
tennis players who 
want to be ranked number one in the 
world. Money? Yeah, plenty of that. 
Fame? Sure, it comes with the job. 
Media exposure? Not everyone's too 
keen on it, especially when you are 
the focus of attention of the tabloid 
newspapers, if you know what 1 mean. 

My theory is that there's a bit of a 
jinx on the job and all those who 
aspire to it. Yes, you get to bank the 

Chrft Evtit went through o painful braah up 
with Jimmy Connors; thon hod o follod 
marriogo with John Lloyd boforo tho 
nttoinod hoppinosi with fdrmor tkior Andy Mill 
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sort of winning cheques that would into the sunset Chns Lloyd looked as 
pay the military budgets in some less though she had all the ingredients 

fortunate countries Yes, you get more when she burst on the scene by 
time on pnme-time television and winning Wimbledon in 1974 It 
cable networks than the deputy prime looked like a classic love story Flonda 
mihister And you, get your picture in girl wins Wimbledon ladies' single, 
the papers all round the world her fiance wins the men's single The 

But there's a downside too Look at picture that flashed all round the 
all the women who dominated the world was of Jimmy Connors and 
sport and you'll see that they have Evert kissing while holding the two 
never really gone danang happily off most coveted trophies in world tennis 
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And then what happened"^ They 
had a trial separation and as Chris 
Lloyd wrote later she was devastated 
when she heard that the man she 
thought she was going to marry was 
actually dating someone else In 1975 
Connors made the Wimbledon final 
*again but got beaten against the odds, 
by Arthur Ashe And for the ladies' 
final, he arrived with glamorous 
aaress Susan George on his arm It 
was the end of the fairytale Evert, 
distracted by sight of Connors and his 
actress lost her title to Billie Jean King 
Evert then went on to date actor 
Burt Reynolds and Jack Ford son of 
the US President Gerald Ford 
Connors went on to marry a former 
Playboy model Later Fvert married 
British player John Lloyd and after a 
couple of years, they loo separated 
Then, to the delight of the tabloids, 
they got together again But the 
pressures were too much to sustain 
the revival Even was in the process of 
challenging Martina Navratilova for 
the number one spot while her 
husband s career was in the doldrums 
She wrote that she found it hard to 
accept that a player of his talent could 
sit around the house watching horror 
videos instead of trying to resurrect 
his own career They grew apart again, 
then went their own ways Even later 
married a US Olympic skier, Andy Mill 
Billie Jean King too knew the 
tougher side of tennis She travelled to 
her first junior tournament only 
because friends had raised the money 
for her fare Then when she made the 
big time came hei revelation at a press 
conference that she was a lesbian The 
world of tennis never really forgave 
her for that, even though she 
dominated the sport all round the 
world for a decade and a half 
Martina Navratilova took the top 
spot and, with it, the pain and angst 
that came hand-in-hand with the 
territory When she first broke 
through, she became a fast-food 
junkie and her weight ballooned 
Then she got serious about her spon 
and travelled everywhere with the 
group of trainers motivators and 

Martina Navratilova bacainaafaatfoodjunkia 
and liar walglit balloonad under tba strass of 
being NumborOno 
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Steffi Graf: the trauma continuaa for her. Tax 
prohlems, the imprisonment of her father and 
crippiing back problems 

sparring panncrs that gained fame, as 
tennis' first entourage, that was 
labelled disparagingly 'Team 
Navratilova". She was an 
extraordinary tennis player. And she 
was an extraordinary person. Her 
press conferences were puTictuated by 
easy quick wit and if she had an ego, it 
didn't shine through too often 1 think 
the best thing for tennis in that age 
was the rivalry between Navratilova 
and Evert, and I'm glad that 
Navratilova's achievements were so 
overwhelming that she forced the 
world to remember her as a tennis 
champion, rather than a person 
whose private life made the more 
breathless tabloids continually. 

Then there was this year's US Open, 
which just went to prove that thejinx 
of fame had travelled down to the 
current generation. The final itself 
was the classic showcase for the two 
greatest players in the game today. On 
the one hand, we had Steffi Graf, who 
not so long ago had been on the verge 
of giving up the game because her 
back looked as though it wasn't going 
to hold out much longer. On the other 
hand, we had Monica Seles, former 
world number one, back after two 
years in the wilderness after being 
stabbed at the Hamburg Open in 1993. 

The world too, was eager to watch 
them. Seles had spent 27 months 
away from the game after the 
stabbing, but had come back in style, 
beating Navratilova at an exhibition 
match and then winning the 
Canadian Open, without dropping a 
set. As we all know, it was Graf who 
won, but my theory is alive and well. 
The only woman to be physically 
injured by a spectator in the history of 
the sport failed in her quest to win. 

And the woman who won and proved 
all the critics wrong and who should 
have been ecstatic after her viaory 
because she was now the only woman 
to win each grand slam twice, instead 
departed the press conference in tears 
when asked about her father, who is 
currently in prison. 

Did someone say ''jinx'T # 
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A Billion 
Thanks 

A BILLION thanks for the 
spectacular poster of pole 
vaulting legend Sergei Bubka. 
There are so many Bubka fans all 
over India. It was a grand feast for 
our eyes. Bubka's recent victory 
at the World Championships this 
year has proved that age is not a 
big factor in sports. What you 
need is an iron determination, 
tenacity and above all. supreme 
fitness to remain the champion. 

DEBASHISH DASGUPTA. 

Barkara. 


World-Baaters ^ 

H owever topsy-turvy the 
World Athletics 

' Obampionships at Gothenburg . 
have beenk those who excelled- 
have been world beaters, for sure.. 
MorjBover. one shpuld.not expect 
the likes of.Cari tewls. and Jackie 
Joyner Kersee td ta.ke the gold 
forever. In any ease, the anaiy^ 

V by Ranjit Bhatla (Sji^rratnu-M 
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Tragic Death 

A lison hargreaves' 
death on K.2 showed to 
what extent ambition can drive a 
person. She was a mother 61 two 
but that did not deter her from 
continuing in this perilous sport 
of mountaineering. I wonder 
whether we should describe her 
as foolhardy or extremely 
courageous? 

RAtOANNATM. 
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SILLYPOINT 


BREAKING 

POINT! 

JEFF TARANGO is neck deep in problems 


News Quote: "I ieel like a 
victim—used and abused. 1 go to the 
chiropractor three times a week. He 
says that I am so stressed out, he can't 
even turn my neck, "Jeff Tarango on 
the toll the fines and the punishment 
is taking on him in the aftermath of his 
Wimbledon explosion. 

HTER seeing the lilm, 
'Disclosure', in which actress 
Demi Moore accused Michael 
Douglas ol sexual harassment, the 
neck ol Jeff Tarango suddenly got an 
idea. Why not sue his employer for 
neck harassment? When he broached 
the idea to his wife, Mrs. Throat, she 
agreed with alacrity: "It's about lime 
that you stopped being a stiff upper 
neck." 

So the neck felt emboldened. He 
hired a lawyer and tiled a suit against 
Tarango in New York city. When 
Tarango heard about the suit, he 
warned the neck, "I'll break your 
neck, you little upstart!" 

An incensed Mrs Throat gave 
Tarango a tight slap and said, "He's up 
to his neck in pain and you call him 
names." 

Tarango was even more surprised: 

"I didn't know that you had a sore 
throat." 

"Well, you eyesore, now you 
know,"*Mrs. Throat replied. 

"Please," Tarango slaid in a 
placating voice, "I don't want to get it 
in the neck. Why don't we sit down 
and negotiate? Why does the neck 
have to be so cutthroat about it?" 

So Mrs. Throat passed the message 
to the neck. While talking to his wile, 
who was wearing a blacky 


off-the-shoulder gown with long slits, 
the neck got very excited and said. 
"Let's forget about Tarango....darling 
how about some necking? It's been 
such a long time. The last I remember 
was a day before Roger Bannister ran 
the mile under four minutes." 

Mrs. Throat fluttered her eyelids 
and said, "I am sorry but I have to go to 
the beauty parlour to shave my hairy 
tonsils. But if you can contact me after 
the 2000 Olympics in Sydney, maybe I 
could spare you some time." Then she 
ran out and jumped into an empty 
yellow New York cab. 

The neck was feeling bored and 
frustrated. So he went down and sat 
on the tip of the nose. At least, he 
could get some breeze from the 
nostrils. Then he turned around and 
gazed at the Satnpra$<Yzaga match at 
the US Open which was reflected in 
the blue eyeballs of Tarango who was 
watching the match on TV. After a 
while, Clarissa the cheek, dressed in a 
short, pink skirt and high black heels, 
her cheeks glowing red, walked past. 

"How cheeky," the neck said. 

Clarissa took the hint and came and 
sat down so close, that an excited neck 
said, "Your cheekbones are pressing 
into me." 

In reply, Clarissa just pressed her 
cheek to the neck's lips and the latter 
forgot that he was married. 

When Mrs. Throat came back and 
saw the neck in a compromising 
position, she promptly filed a suit for 
divorce. Soon, the different parts of 
the body started taking sides. The 
heart took Mrs. Throat's side and sang: 
"My heart is beating/It keeps on 
repeating/I am crying for you." The 


brain took the neck's side and said, 
"He's my closest neighbour and 1 feel 
that this brainstorm will cause untold 
devastation." The eyes were on Mrs. 
Throat's side: "That affair with 
Clarissa raised my eyebrows." And 
the nose was on the neck's side: "I 
dem't want to cut my nose to spite my 
face (and neck)." 

While all this chaos was going on 
inside Tarango, he was trying to play a 
match against Alexander Mronz at 
the US Open. And so, it was just a 
matter of lime before he went crazy. 
When Mronz served, Tarango 
collected the ball in his hands and 
then with a wild swing of his racket, 
he send the ball flying all the way to La 
Guardia airport. Then he threw the 
racket towards the commentary box 
and it hit Prime Sports commentator 
Vijay Amritraj on the head. A small 
lump formed on his head. "AIu 
Amritraj." shouted Tarango. 

Then he ran down the court, 
jumped over the net and went and 
kissed the linesman on the other side 
and said, "I pity you. Your life is 
always on the line!" Then he took off 
his white shorts and threw it towards 
the stands. And it was then that 
everybody saw what lay behind the 
shorts: on the front of the underwear 
was emblazoned 'Daddy' in purple 
phosphorescent colours and on the 
back was the other part of the 
message. 'Das'. 

When the ATP imposed a fine of 
$200,000, Tarango laughed and said, 
"Daddy Das is there to pay the line. So 
that's fine." 

Shevlin Sebastian 48 
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THE END OF 
SHAMATEURISM 
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P eople hate Rupert 

Murdoch. They say he is a 
domineering despot who 
wants to control the world 
from behind the scenes with his 
money, media, and ideas. When he 
started taking over the world's 
greatest information networks, 
politicians, especially, were worried to 
death that people will now dance like 
puppets to Murdoch's tune rather 
than listen to their hollow rhetoric. So 
they all decided that Murdoch must 
be mauled by intense criticism and 
stopped. 

Yet, it took a Rupen Murdoch to 
give the final push to deliver one of 
the world's greatest games from its 
unreasonable, untenable existence in 
shamateurism. And later he was 
joined by another media mogul Kerry 
Packer, equally hated in sport's 
conventional, often hypocritical 
board rooms. Together they 
unleashed a deadly blow. 

The faa is that when in June this 

SO 


year, Rupert Murdoch announced a 
£370 million 10-year deal for 
television rights to Southern 
Hemisphere Rugby Union, its days of 
amateurism, for all practical purposes, 
seemed numbered. And a few days 
later when TV tycoon Kerry Packer 
offered contracts worth £135,000 to 
about a thousand rugby players, the 
century-old edifice of amateur rugby 
began to crumble. From then on, it 
was simply a matter of time. And now, 
after this sudden change to 
professionalism, players now hold 
immense bargaining power which, in 
fact, may cause the Rugby Union 
authorities considerable discomfiture. 

For instance, the England players 
were already promised around 
£40,000 a year by their own Rugby 
Union, but now they will want the 
money in direa payments, which 
effeaively means a kind of salary 
rather than in the form of trust funds 
as agreed before. 

But more importantly, from now 


on, there will be no limit placed on 
these payments and winning bonuses 
will be permitted. But then don't you 
ever think that money was ever in 
short supply in the now-defunct 
world of amateur rugby. Like in most 
countries, amateur sport, not to speak 
of Calcutta's undeservingly cash rich 
football world, Rugby Union's star 
players used to make lucrative deals, 
unofficially; the authorities knew 
about it, but because of the covert 
nature of the financial transactions, 
could do little to stop it. The hypocrisy 
and futility of the whole situation 
became ridiculous. 

There was a law which could not be 
enforced; there were policemen who 
were powerless. And most 
inexplicably, it took the Rugby Union 
so long to wake up to their impotence. 
Even after years of silently witnessing 
this hypocrisy, they were undecided 
even two weeks before they took this 
historic decision. 

''Even two weeks ago, I would not 
have anticipated the decision we 
took," disclosed Vernon Pugh, 
chairman of the Board's amateurism 
working party, and added, "It puts the 
International Board firmly in control 
of the world game. In the past we had 
regulations that we could not police or 
enforce." 

The past this gentleman Is talking 
about stretched beyond a hundred 
years.... Believe it, or not. 

But do not think that ending the 
shamateurism means Rugby IJpion's 
problems are over. Rugby Union's 
problems are Just begtnning. There is 
concern that while top players may 
earn six-figure salaries, colleagues at 
smaller clubs may never see any of the 
money and this may soon cause 
ill-feeling, "The concern is notso 
much about people being made to 





coionspom 


play," said Pugh, "but whether the 
fact of that is going to change the 
whole ethos and character of the 
game." 

Some other areas too are likely to 
cause great concern. For instance, 
there Is a possibility that the nchest 
clubs will make all the money, and as 
one Rugby Union official put it, "The 
changes have gone further, perhaps, 
than some people might have 
wished." 

That's true, In more senses dian 
one. A case in point Is the reluctance 


Joaah liMNi: SaaMaa-born Haw Zaataadar 
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among many nations to go outnght 
professional. There is a strong chance 
that South Afnca, Australia and New 
Zealand will retain the 'amateur' 
because it bnngs tax advantages from 
the governments 

That's the unmistakable sign that, 
in the sporting world, money made 
under the table is always sweeter than 
money made over It, even if the 


amount is double or triple than the 
amount paid before For instance, the 
England players were already set to 
receive £50,000 each for a shirt 
sponsorship finalised a few days 
before Rugby Union went pro Now 
the money could be double But then 
who wants to pay the taxes'’ 

Does not all this,soraehow sound 
strikingly similar to the logic on which 
Calcutta football's money market 
thrives? After all, we all are in the 
same boat then'’ • 
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BRAVE 

HEART! 

By winning the seemingly impossible Davis Cup tie against 
Croatia and Goran Ivanisevic, LeanderPaes proved that 
tenacity coupled with bravery could go a long way 


FROM AMITAVA DAS GUPTA. 
NEW DELHI 

I VANISEVIC came. 

Ivanisevic saw. 

Leander Paes conquered. 

That, in a nutshell, was the 
story of the recent Davis Cup drama 
enaaed at the capital's National 
Sports Club of India (NSCI). 

Going into the World Group 
play-off tie, Goran the Aceman 
seemed to have sufficient firepower to 
win Croatia's battle with India 
singlehandedly. In the end, he 
discovered that just a lethal serve was 
not enough to subdue sheer grit and 
phenomenal fighting qualities. The 
world's sixth best player lost two of his 
three matches, while the world No. 
120 ran away with all three rubbers to 
carry his country back to the elite 
group of 16. 

The dust has settled after yet 
another epochal Indian triumph. But 
It still seems as unreal as it did on that 
magical Sunday afternoon at the 
jam-packed NSCI complex. Leander 
beating Goran Ivanisevic on a spotless 
grasscourtl And, that too, after trailing 
6-7,4-6, 0-3, 30-401 Amazing, 
sensational, unbelievable.... you run 
out of superlatives describing one of 
Indian sport's greatest individual 
triumphs. 

l^Hpander has always had a penchant 


for ruining reputations in the Davis 
Cup arena. The likes of Wayne 
Ferreira, Arnaud Boetsch, Henri 
Leconte and Jakob Hlasek will testify 
to that. But this one seemed to be well 
beyond him, simply because he did 
not have the ammunition to match 
Croatia's nuclear warhead. By 
toppling such an overwhelming 
favourite, Leander has scripted the 
mother-of-all miracles. So what if the 
Indian spearhead was enjoying the 
fullthroated, frenzied support of 
4,000 patnotic fans. So what if 
Ivanisevic was merely going through 
the motions in the last set and a half. 

Did we hear somebody whisper that 
Leander had won only because the 
Crazy Croat had tanked? That's as 
ludicrous a suggestion as it is unfair to 
the Indian. It's not Leander's fault if 
Ivanisevic, leading two sets to love, 
comes up with three doublefaults 
serving for 4-1 in the third. And what 
can Leander do if his opponent gets 
upset by two foot-fault calls on the 
same point? 

True, that unusual call by the 
line-judge helped Leander 
break-back, but Ivanisevic was still 
very much in charge. If an agitated 
Leander could get over two 
controversial time-violation warnings 
from umpire Bruno Rebeuh to play 
inspired doubles just the day before, 
why should a top-10 player let two 
' 'bad calls'' affea his concentration? j 


Concentration<.That, really, was the 
crux of the matter. Both Leander and 
Ivanisevic were playing their third 
match in as many days under 
extremely hot and humid conditions. 
Neither was cent per cent into it, 
physically. It boiled down to a battle of 
mental strength, especially after the 
third set. And Leander won that duel 
handsomely as Ivanisevic got buried 
in a deep hole. 

The first blow to the Ivanisevic 
pysche had been delivered by 
Mahesh Bhupathi on the openidg 
day. A straight-set defeat 
notwithstanding, Bhupathi served 
like a man possessed and almost 
matched Ivanisevic on the ace-count 
(Bhupathi had 19 to the Croat's 26). 
One service-break each in the three 
sets won the day for Ivanisevic. But 
significantly, the Croat hadn't earned 
those breaks. On each occasion 
Bhupathi had erred on break-point: 
unforced errors on the forehand twice 
and a double-fault in the third. 
Ivanisevic must have realised how 
close he had been to being pushed into 
tie-breaks which are a lottery really. 
With the big serving man prone to 
committing double-fSults any 
moment, Ivanisevic is as vulnerable in 
the 'breaker' as his rival. 

Having planted seeds of doubt in 
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Ivanisevic s mind the previous day 
Davis Cup doubles debutant Bhupathi 
lifted his game to a higher plane in 
tandem with Leander for the doubles 
The six-foot Bangalorean served just 
as hard returned much better and 
combined with his senior panner as if 
they had been playing together for 
many seasons Indeed as far as 
serving is concerned Bhupathi s 35 
aces in the tie did more damage to 
Croatia than Ivanisevic s 80 did to 
India 

It was Leander who led the way in 
the doubles rubber Stepping on the 
accelerator after his 
uncharacteristically listless display 
during his three set win over Sasa 
Hirszon Leander quickly exposed the 
weak-Iink in the Croatian team 



Once again tha Indiana managad to pull off a ng igMiaii cartoon bygdi^al sabkah 

]' victory that can only bo labollod aa a 'miracla 
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These Are Not... Sunglasses! 


World Famous 
AmbemsIon^M 
Super Glasses 
For Only... 

Rs299 

(Not Rs 2000) 

Ambervislon™' 


EVOLUTIONIZES EYEWEAR 



Now Available 
For The First Time In India! 

After successfully selling over 1 crore pieces in 
America, Ambervision'^'^ has become the most 
popular glasses in the world and are now available 
for the first time in India As part of a nationwide 
publicity campaign, TeleBrands^'*^ is giving away 
1 lakh pairs for the unbelievable price of just 
Rs 299 each only to the first 1 lakh persons 
who respond to this ad before Midnight, 2S(h 
November 1995. 

Not Rs 2000, Not Rs 1000 — 
Incredible Give Away 
For Only Rs 299 

Never Before, at this incredible price have vision 
enhancement eyeglasses been sold In fact, you 
would think that high-tech vision enhancement 
Super-Glasses like these would sell for well over 
Rs 2000 00 But during this nationwide publicity 
campaign, you don’t pay Rs 2000 00 — or even 
half that much You pay an incredible give away 
pnce of just Rs 299i But this offer is for a limited 
time and only available through THIS nationwide 
publicity campaign If you respond before the 
deadline above. 

High Technology Disguised 
As High Fashion 

Ambennsion^^ are NOT ordinary sunglasses (in 
fact, they are designed after some of the most 
expensive brand names on the market today -eg 
Porsche^*^, Ray Ban^“, etc) — but are actually 
the latest breakthrough in sunglass technology 
Ambervision's^ scientific design filters out blue 
and ultraviolet portions of the light spetSrum that 
have been proven to be harmful to your eyes By 
iltenng out these dangerous rays, not only are your 
7 es protected from damage, but your vision is 
enhanced to a new level of perceptual eyesighti 
A NSW World Through Nsw Eyos 
ust imagine what it would be Uke to look through 
classes that make the world seem sharper, more 


i vibrant, more alive and more cheerful Slip on a 
I pair of these sleek designer sunglass look alikes” 

I and you’ll notice a marked improvement in your 
I vision The world will seem so crisp, so clear, 
that you’ll feel as if someone had jUSt given you 
I a new set of eyes This vision enhancement 
expenence is so incredibly phenomenal that you 
literally 'VM3n't believe your eyes'" 

I What About Sunglasses 
I The unbelievable truth is that ORDINARY 
sunglasses may be dangerous to your eyes 
Everybody knows that your eyes automatically 
adjust to light When you wear plain darkened 
lenses your pupils open wider to adjust for 
darkness — but this becomes harmful because 
your eyes are now letting MORE dangerous UV 
rays in 

Ambervision^^ lenses are gradiated to help 
shield against overhead light These remarkable 
glasses also offer 100% UV protection The 
lightweight frames are designed for ultra 
comfortable wear and tear and the moulded nose 
rest IS designed to rest comfortablv on your nose 
The hinge design of these frames allows them ' 
to be the perfect “one size fits all’’ eyeglasses 
Your "Super-Glasses" even come complete with 
a luxunous black suede-like protective pouch No 


wonder these are the most popular and fastest 
selling sunglasses ever sold in the USA These 
Ambervision^^ Super-Glasses will not be available 
at any wholesaler, dealer or retailer They are only 
available through this special publicity campaign 
tor a limited time There is a limit of one (1) pair 
per address at this pnce, but requests that are 
mailed early enough, (before 21 st November) may 
request up to three Every Ambervislon^ la 
covered by a full two weeks Money Back 
Satisfaction Guarantee. This means that for ANY 
reason you are not satisfied with the product, just 
return it back to us for a full refund—no questions 
asked' 

The competed coupon with your name and 
address in CAPITAL LETTERS should be mailed 
to our address given below If you find no coupon, 
please write order on a plain paper All orders will 
De rushed by VPP 

TeleBrands 

Dept. AV1064 

12-B Chandivali Farm 

Saki VIhar Road, Andheri East 

Bombay 400072 
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Hirs/on was the target of the Indian 
aggression And the baby faced 
22 year old playing on grasscourt for 
only the third lime in his career 
obliged each time the Indians were 
desperate for a break Bhupathi joined 
in the Hirs/on bashing from the 
second set passing Ivanisevic at the 
net with ferocious double handed 
returns 

Just how much they feasted on 
Hirs/on s mediocrity is amply 
illustrated by the faa that the Croat 
SS 


Evan thouoh Bhupathi waa inaxpanancad. tha 
affact af playing alongtida Laandar. halpad 
himraiaa hiagama 

No 2 was broken ihnce in the match 
The only other service-breaks came in 
the first set when the careless Indians 
dropped serve once each to surrender 
the first set after being 4-1 up 
Leander the softest server of the 
quartet faced as many breakpoints as 
Hirszon(8) but succumbed just once 
A tribute to the Indian duo's expertise 
in handling the 'big' pressure points 


The only way the Croatians could 
have extncaled themselves from the 
Indian stranglehold was through an 
inspired Ivanisevic Fortunately for 
India, that didn t happen His serving 
was, as usual of a high standard (14 
aces and just one-br^lk-point faced) 
But the quality of Ivanisevic s returns 
wasjust about average Even in that 
dramatic reverse singles against 
Leander, it was his inability to come to 
terms with the Indian's serve that 
frustrated Ivanisevic and drove him to 
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the depths of despair 

Like so many other European 
nations which slipped on the Indian 
grass in recent years Croatians were 
ungraceful lostrs They just couldn i 
accept Ivanisevic losing two of his 
three matches on grass Quite 
expectedly they made a big issue of 
the wild crowd behaviour Gianitd 
the fans at the NSCI were loud and 
boisterous on all three days The 
bugle-man played Didittradiwar 
diwana the wedding band made 
everyone rock lo the tune of Tu thee? 
bada hai mast mast 
tricolour waving youngsters ened 
themselves hoarse chanting Go 
Leandergo GoMaheshgo and there 
was this young boy wiili a creaky tone ^ 
who went on advising or ridiculing 
the Croatians 

Just the ambience in which the | 
Indians could soar to great heights and 
weak minded visitors could come J 
crashing down Bui that s what Davis j 
Cup IS all about Thehome*-and away 1 
rule IS what sustains its never ending J 
charm And ifthe crowd does cross the , 


Even though the Croet served eheut 80 eces in ^ 
the tie, the extreme heet end exhaustion took * 
Its toll on Ivanisevic 



"He Beat Me Because I 
Played Poor Tennis" 

SaysGwanlvanistvUafUrth 6 sH 0 ikdtf^ (I 00 tmt 
LeanderPaes 


ryHERE were two facets of Coran Ivaniaevfc |»eoe(|e(i the Croat's 
X Vint to Ukdla last mortth. One was his alHitty to deliver 130 ttg>haeryes 
with renuurkable consistency and the other was his suspect temperarnent 
which had proved to be his own ennny quite a few times bt the past. 

Well, Ckxanowatdtete m Delhi weren't tflsa^poinfedheeauBe they not a 
sumptuous treat of thegood, thebadandthet^ddeofthe 
temperamental flendus. During his six>day stay in Delhi, the world No, 6 
presented a ooBage of moods. Quiet tqtthnism, controlled arroganoe, 
self-contradicdon, mean-mindedne«$, childisit pranks and a total mental 
breakdown: It aU added up to a fasdnatlAg character, as revealed by diis 
conversation wra the two-time mmbledon finalist 
Ho w 40 you lead! to dm critlctana tfme yon arc a oneHliinainonal 
player wtioso serve ia dm ordy ftrong ]Md^ 

That'san onlalr assessment of my game. Hrsttdallwjhen you playon grass 
you can'imcpect players to stay badt. talk of last year's 

WimMdfon final between Petp andnm. V^en two Idg servers nmet on the 
fastest surface, I can't understand how Urey can tb^ of a long match with 
lotofrafiies. 

ApamlPpmjiteaap do yott dtlbricyrni need to develop other aapccts 

(dyour fanm to be auceesaftd on dey alad 

I pan pUiy good ternib on any surface. I'v0 beatert umrt specialists like 

BrugtmraaQdBeiasategui.Soit's»0tth«J«pnooiyseirve,Andit'saotiny 

fault dieanserve you Igmm It's <b}d'sgift.i Imean a guy lUm Cfuuig 

would lovetoseivouke nm, bmheom't Hejbasspmeotherspedal 

quatt^Hedsnrun very fasnOthdidiyedlu^ 

Siniitatty,bj[g'-Sarvingdmy4)edi^ 

Ilmfohio|rl«nddkojrdumdiiifdmr«ilesol'iaa^ 

tennis. 


ifenow,fiveirytlt|ml8eiyel5maoacesUtamMdi,t^ 
the other g«v# aw tlwfuledMnddlmcfidPl^ 

Sampras jidn^ads^fibiy say irsdirMfe^^ 

sometimes^ yW know. 1 mart tarn 0 ^ dtey Sit Jtastda 
HowwMidwdromtiinfMid^l^dihyd^ 
oimoiidy.^WemthemmsaisgiQrtd^hciideM^ 
anything tiiay%. They wear 
betwew^ttmWsiih 
watchingaitiMll^^ 
others that I lia^ 
say.Bvefls^pBheypgnmm^ 

theywaiite4«aacinXjlBdldi 
worddimisadytlsocrafM^ 
doidilelASidiN/vafsd ' 
i^w,thecnnada(ji 
jdayedgmataeM ^ 
foprfdsyerscsa 
havemofSigsh! 
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(toubie*|a«dic tatce It. titen tht l&tC'Ju^et^iied a foot'fault 

twice. Tliat waawftixijr^McverbefMeintiiy cateer havelbeen called for 
foot'fauh twice in a inatcb< In the fotuth and five sets, my te:g gave way. I 
ctHiIdn'tnin. ^ 

How wtndftyvtt 

lie's tricay^ laMw bnilijp has ||M no big wea 

doesa'tsenwblii l^iiiHtnnAaereeisvety M. v^ 
baciiha!t»ft<Mi?li»smndL itebeat awbecansokplajMitH^ tennis. He can't 


lltraftlA ythPWIi«ni|bietQMrn|»l^^ surface. 

sefvecan always 
nw. i 

^ lutfartwii ^ 

’ '^* ( 

lCWi|IicfiK:uit.$oI 
s^tb^ethenweare 
ICrttetheleadetand I 
^^«arC»;wtia. 



limiis there is a neutral referee and 
chair-umpirctoslapihe partisan 
crowd violation warning on the 
home team 

Croatian captain /eljko Franulovic 
went a step further branding the 
Indians as cheats He was referring to 
line-judge K T Bhowmick s double 
foot-fault call against Ivanisevic in the 
reverse singles Had those calls come 
in the fifth set one cc^uld have bought 
Franulovic s theory Fact is ii 
happened as early as in the third set 
with Ivanisevic m the driver s seat 
Ivanisevic could suiely have shrugged 
that incident off his mind and still won 
comloriably He didn i because it was 
one of those days wlien his vulnerable 
temperament gave way to a 
combination of factors How 
Ivanisevic must have rued his defeat 
when he saw Hirszon beating 
Bhupathi later that day^ 

rhe 6 7 6 3 4-6 loss that Bhupathi 
suffered in the dead fifth rubber was 
about the only discordant note struck 
by the Indians in an otherwise 
flawless performance Having 
establish! d himself as the biggest 
Indian server in recent times 
Bhupathi needs to improve on his 
consistency and court coserage This 
IS the second time in three tics that he 
has lost dead rubbers—^matcheshe 
had no business losing 

Going into an inconsequential 
match half-an-hour alter celebrating 
Leander s fairytale win ovci 
IvaniscvK it couldn t have been easy 
to focus 

Still that was not a good enough 
reason lor Bhupathi to lose to Hirs/on 
There is no better person to pick up 
tips from than Leander The 
22 year old is still a non entity on the 
ATP Tour bill one look at his Davis 
Cup record will make you wonder 
why he hasn i yet broken the top-100 
barrier in world rankings 

Let us reserve that topic for another 
day and bask m the sunshine of 
Leander s Davis Cup miracles And 
look forward to an exciting year ahead 
in the World Group For in Leandei 
and Bhupathc India have found the 
right mix of guts and power to 
challenge the best • 
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ANALYSIS 


BY RANJIT BHATIA, JAKARTA 

C ONTRARY to the views 
expressed earlier the XI 
Asian Track fr Field 
Championships at Jakarta 
did not turn out U) be very difierent 
from Its earlier versions both in lorm 
and content Although china did not 
appear to play her overwhelmingly 
dominant role in the meeting the 
arithmetic of the medals tally showed 
the Chinese head and shoulders above 
the rest What was however 
encouraging, was the emergence of a 
host of new names many of whom 
belonged to the younger age group 
Jakarta marked the coming of age of 
Qatar Theirs was no longer a team 
that boasted of top notch sprinters 
MansoorTalal and Ibrahim Ismael 
together with miler Mohammed 
Suleiman and a handful of track men 
This time, they were everywhere 
They had spread their wings with a 
vengeance producing a winner in the 
men s shot pyt with Saad Billal s 
effort of 18 87 metres One was 
particularly struck by the uninhibited 
running of a number of relatively 
unknown yongsters 
Clearly meaningful coaching 
under the best known international 
expertise is paying them rich 
dividends Following close on their 
heels are the representatives of the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia One was 
simply ama/ed by the extraordinary 
piogress made by Saad Shadad Al 
Asmari Al Mo/a/ae over the past 
eighteen months Regular exposure to 
the international circuit has made a 
man of him so to speak 
It has also given him the kind of 
confidence that is mind-boggling 
Having recently finished third in the 
3000 metres steeplechase, at the lAAF 
World Championships at Gothenberg, 
he had little difficulty in running the 
event 'solo', leading from start to 
finish totally ignoring the opposition 
to finish way ahead of them in a new 
championship record of 8 24 08 Two 
days later, he reasserted himself by 
attempting the 5000 metres for the 
first ti#ie ever, and romping home a 
comfortable winner 
60 



THE XI ASIAN TRACK AND HELD CHAMPIONSHIPS 


CHINESE 

RITUAL 

Although China dominated the 
Championships, the good news was that 
twenty out of the thirty three nations won 
medals. India managed to salvage some 
prestige with a 800 m gold by 
Jyotirmoyee Sikdar 


i CMM'tWmaJunxiawoneatilyintlMSOQQ 
% andlOANIm 

While the benficiaries of the lAAF 
Grand Prix and other major 
internationals from the Gulf region 
helped to liven up the proceedings at 
Jakarta, many of the stalwarts from 
the erstwhile Soviet Asian Republics, 
decided to give it a miss Thus pole 
vaulting missed the likes of 
Kazakhstan's Potapovich and 
Gregorov. What was even more 
disappointing was the inability of 
current world hammer throw 
champion, Andrey Abduvaliyev 
(Tajikistan) to take part on account of 
injury. 

Most of the Kazakhstan stars, in 
particular, compete in the European 
circuits during the summer months, 
and the fact that the Asian 
Championships came at the end of the 
season with little at stake in them, 
made them reluctant competitors in 
the Asian region. The setting up of an 
Asian Grand Prix scheme has been 
suggested to encourage greater 
participation by member-nations. 

China's was not an all-star team at 
Jakarta, but those of the established 
men and women who appeared on 
the scene, made their presence felt 
rather convincingly. Wang Junxia 
was not quite the world record 
beating distance runner this time, but 
made the rest of the field appear as 
novices as she coasted to easy wins in 
5000 and the 10000 metres. There 
were those like hammer thrower, Bi 
Zhong-70.30m, discus ace, Ma 
Wei-58.44m and Huang Geng in the 
long Jump-8.26m in the men'ssection 
and leading woman shot putter Sun 
XeiMei with 18.87m, who drove 
home the point of China's athletics 
might, ever so effortlessly. 

India took part at the Jakarta 
meeting with no great expectations. 
Athletes and officials alike were 
acutely aware of the extent of 
progress made by fellow Asians over 
the past five years. Looked at in this 
light, it was good to see Jyotirmoyee 
Sikdar rifn a tactical race against 
Japan's fancied Kumiko Okamoto in 
t^ie woman's 800 metres to emerge 
the winner in 2:06.75. Veteran Shiny 


ASHOKkCHAKRABOHlY 



Wilson gave her younger compatriot 
adequate support to finish third in 
2:07.45, before going on lo get 
another bronze in the 400 metres in 
53.69 secs. 

Jyotirmoyee, unfortunately, had a 
dissapointing run in the 1500 metres, 
where she finished 5ih in 4:31 13. The 
two, however, combined very well 
with Kannan Solaimathy and Rosa 
Kuity in the 4x400 metres relay to 
finish a close second to China in 
3:33.43; the winners' time being 
3:32.73. 

Young Swaranjit Kaur on her first 
outing in the senior ranks, was 
fortunate to come third in the 
women's discus with 47.50 metres. 
Another newcomer to make her mark 
was Lekha Thomas, who was fifth in 
the long jump with 6.30 metres and 
came sixth in the triple jump with 
12,71 metres; both new Indian 
records. 

Leading hope, Shakti Singh was a 
metre behind his recent best in the 
men's shot put, with 18.07 metres in 
third place, and wound up fifth In the 


Shiny Wilton anti Jyotirmoyoo Sikdar Hm 
foraior won a bronio and a lihror but Sikdar 
took tho cako by winning tbo SOOm gold. It it 
tbo start of a dittinguishod Atinn lovol caroor 
for Sikdar? 

discus below tourth placed teammate, 
Ajii Bhaduna who threw 56.06m to 
Shakti's S5 45m Hammer thrower 
Rajesh Bharadwa), too, seemed 
overwhelmed by the occasion, and 
threw no more than 58 62m as against 
Chinese winner Bo Zhong's 70.30m. 

On the other hand, the Indian 
men's 4x400 m relay quartet 
comprising Siddharth Basak, Rajeev 
Balaknshnan, Avtar Singh and 
Paramjit Singh fared well enough to 
finish a close fourth in 3:08.96 In a 
Championship where 20 of the 33 
participating nations won medals, the 
successful Indians should consider 
themselves to be in the company of 
record breakers. Lee Jin Teak (Korea) 
men's high jump winner, Cui 
Danfeng (China) - women's 100 
metres winner or new challengers like 
Bahrain's 200 metres winner all of 
whom have been trained by leading 
profesional experts. • 
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iiiy?h I he 
^rfeal with 


sited sports 

fesecond at weekends) 
ybnd terrestrial limits, so 
S’match cover, we get a 
^ Sky round-up, The Pavilion 
, while the BBC has to be content 
' With the periodic Gower's Cricket 
Monthly. 



difficult to stay awake, his wooden 
delivery quite at odds with the 
inspiration of his batting. 

There are simply too many of these 
^Aussies in the British media. Can't 
[mething be done about this one, at 
feast? 

It is with relief that you turn to the 
straightforward reporting of the video 
issue Cover Point, 'the eyewitness of 
cricket', now into double figures in its 
regular record of the game worldwide, 
if with understandable British bias. 
Inevitably, it begins frenetically with 
quickfire images of the type beloved 
by producers with the idea of instant 
impact on the TV generation. 

Fortunately the slick stuff is quickly 
over, and you then get a fascinating 
mix of recent cricket ranging from the 
outcome of the Australian series in 



Both programmes work hard, but 
the drawback is that endless dilemma 
of the 'magazine' programme, seeking 
to appeal to such an audience range 
that only one or two of half-a-dozen 
items may truly grip any single viewer. 

Anchormen offer the ultimate in 
contrasts: Charles Colvile on Sky 
rather suggests that science has 
discovered the secret of perpetual 
motion—and discourse—^while 
Gower is so laidback he seems to find it 
66 


Covrtmiy Walsh: tiralass, but nitfriass 

West Indies (with sharp assessment b> 
coach Bob Simpson) to studies of the 
country scene. 

A Carl Hooper profile is intriguing, 
but signally fails to explain just why 
this most gracefully gifted of batsmen 
has still to do himself full justice, even 
thoijgh the man himself and various 
observers try to work it out. 

Archive film of the notorious 


Sobers,Port-of-Spain declaration in 
1968, which lost a match but lilted 
cricket itself, and the redoubtable 
Alan Knott-Jeff Jones last-wickei 
stand that saved the Georgetown Test, 
is tantalising in its reminder of how 
primitive was the film cover of its day. 
And for cricket-lovers less than 
enthused about West Indies bowling 
tactics of recent years, it was sweet to 
savour the incomparable Lance Gibbs 
in guileful action: would that his like 
were with Richardson's tourists today. 

The tactics and style of the tireless 
but ruthless Courtney Walsh have not 
drawn universal approval, so the 
verdict of Australian Test 
player-turned-broadcaster David 
Hookes is recorded here without 
comment: 'He's a lovely man—he's 
got great ethics.' 

Cover Point's commentators vary 
in ease and skill, but the package is 
admirable in providing an overview of 
the game at a range of levels, mixing 
personalities with play. And how nice 
to get extra value for money—a tape 
said to last 60 minutes runs for a 
satisfying 67, which will be all the 
more appreciated as the historical 
value of the contents develops in years 
to come. 

Meanwhile, this column offers its 
apologies to England captain Michael 
Atherton for indignities inflicted by 
the Mail on Sunday. The game suffers 
from the intrusion every now and 
then of magazine specials written by 
outsiders whose feeling for cricket 
could be measured by the teaspoon. 
Such a one is Tom Hibbert, who 
contributed to the Mail on Sunday 
Review's laboriously unfunny 'I Ask 
the Questions' section, one of the 
most misjudged interviews it has been 
this reviewer's misfortune to unearth. 

Sample questions include: 'Hello 
Mike, and what have you got in your 
pockets today?' and 'Do you shave?' 
And it gets worse. If ever the 
sorely-tried England captain decides 
the game is no longer worth the 
candle, then it will be this sort of 
media treatment that helps drive him 
beyond the brink. 

Murray Hedgcock 
Wisden Cricket Monthly 
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The Force 10 DX from Liberty. Weigh 
its balance of style & comfort. It s a 
perfect combination. Larger than 
life. A P.U. sole flexible upto 90' 
to keep your feet ergono¬ 
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tireless walk. A double 
lock lacing system for 
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the clock. 
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Contrary to popular conception^ 
good fielding not only needs good practice* 

It also needs a good field* 

Just think alx)ut it How often do out plavets thiow caution U) the wind And 
thc*niselves, cxi tlie giound •' To be fait, howevei the fault does not he with tliem • 

It lies with out giouiid tonditions 

And It s not limited to tucket but extenils to othei plasing fields as well 

They le devoid of giass, they le haitl and, what s nioie, they ’re hard tin the playei s 

I heiefore, we piesent out i ange of spt inklei svstc'ms Such as large at ea sprinklers, 
that have satisfietl many well known tucket fields including the muth talked abtiut 
Mtihali Cricket Stadium c;)thei systems like ptip ups, auttimatic and semi automatic 
ha\ealst)been used on piestigiousspoilsfieltls like Nehiu Itxrtball.Stadium-Madras, 
Royal ( alcutta (>olf ( outse, Bangaloie R.itetoLiise and National Stadium-Delhi. 

All of which wei e made ttj oi dei and bat keel by < lur thii ty year s e\pei lente 
in the field 

.So to know moie .iboul what we can do foi vt)u, simply tall 

And then, let the playeis have, well, a field day 
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LONG LIVE 
THE KING! 


Mvery vc'iy 
lijppy This 
was a vtry 
tough match 
and I think 1 did a good 
job said an ecstatic C/arri 
Kasparov immediately 
aliet rt laming the world 
chess title and repealed 
the same the next day 
while holding aloft the 
Waterford Crystal Intel 
World Chess Trophy 
Viswanathan Anaiid s 
dream run m his maiden 
Wi^rld C liess 

C hampionship gave him a 
lead at the end of the first 9 
games but got him 
nowhere close to the title 
apparentiv because, 
the win in 

game 9 woke up the 
sleeping monster Give 
Caeser what is Caeser's and 
give Kasparov what is 
Kasparov s 

There were many 
significant changes that 
occurred m the latter half 
of the match decided in 18 
games—2 games short of 
schedule In the first 8 
games cithei player was 
playing with a safely first 
strategy depending to a 
great extent on then 
homework which being 
equally creditable, no 
result could be reached In 
game 9 Anand introduced 
a brilliant idea m the 
Sicilian Scheveningen, 
which the world champion 
had made his bread and 



GARjRI KASPAMOV, despite a 
strong chaUenge Anand in the 
early part of the cnantpionships, 
romped home the winner, thereby 
establishing him as the' 
greatest chess champion of this 
century * / ' 

BY ANIEK PAUL vioilK ^ , 

^, j 


butter, ind delivered a 
killer blow, pulling the 
tiger by his whiskers 
Anand's aides said he was 
prepared for Kasparov to 
stage a desperate 
comeback, but not what 
was awaiting him in game 
10—a clinical, or rather a 
cynical whitewash 
Kasparov said 'Tfcel 
better lam back in 
business ' The two games, 

9 and 10 changed the 
course of the match 
radicall) though the 
scoreline was level at 5-5 

Anand realised tor the 
first time that his 
preparation, which looked 
astoundmgly sound, was 
not foolproof This feeling 
was a big blow to his 
conviction that he is no 
worse than the world 
champion Anand tried to 
prove a point in game 11, as 
if to say to himself and send 
a message across, that the 
game is not all decided by 
laboratory work. But he 
was hesitant, blundered 
and finally lost—another 
big blow this time in the 
shape of frustration The 
outrageous deasion to try 
to force a win out of a 
drawn game was the effea 
of inexperience, 
particularly of being under 
pressure This match has 
been exceedingly 
instructive for the 
challenger, who seems to 
have shown indications of 
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USIllTY BXCtUtfVI SHOWROOMS 9 « • DCiHi 
DCONNAUSNT PLACf« C>2B-2»a KAROL BAONOCORNIR HAROVAN 
SINOHROAOa CINTRAl MARMIT iiUMT NAOAR O I 9J O n j*24/B fl 
SAMMINI NAOAR O 24, SAROJINI MARKET O KAMLA NAOAR « E iJ O E- 
210F'4 0 FATBHPUM0 479CHURCH MISSION RQAOO riTAMfURA* 
MAOHURAN CROSSING • NEAR VAfSHAll CHOWK O A2A0RUR O MAIN 
a T KARNAL ROAD O KASNMERE GATE • 1283. SULTAN SINGH BLOC D 
HAUZ KNAS» AUROBINDO RLACE D DARVA OANJ • NETAH SUBASH MARC 
a MOTt NAOAR • NAlAEOARH MAIN ROAD O TILAK NAOAR • 

DOUBLE STOREY O KINOSWAYCAMP • 2510 HUDSON LINE Q SHAKARPUR 
« VIKAS MARG O SHALIMAR BAQH *AE 5 O SHAHOARA • lYOTI NAGAR 
EXTN WEST ■ UTTAR PRADESH • LUCKNOW O HA2RATGANJ • SAHU 
BUILDING a AMINABAD O SRIRAM ROAD O INDRA NAGAR « FIZABAD 
ROAD • KANPURO FEET ROAD* BOQ THE MALL ROADO NAVEEN MARKET 

* VARANASI O LHURABEER CROSSING • AORA D M G ROAD » LIC 

COMPLEX • MEERUT O ABU LANE « 171 AO • OEHRADUN O PALTON 
BAZAR « 1 • OHAZIABAD O NEHRU NAGAR • AMBCDKAR ROAD • NOIDA 
□ BRAHMPUTRA COMPLEX * SHOP NO )2 ■ CHANDIGARH □ MADHYA 

MARG * S C O 9. 24 25 * PUNJAB • AMRITSAR O QUEENS ROAD * 
JALANDHAR Q lAIPAT NAGAR O HEAR DOLPHIN HOTEL • LUDHIANA O 
CHAURA BAZAR Q GHUMAR MANOI O MODEL TOWN • PATIALA O 
GAUSHALA MORE O LEELA BHAWAN COMPLEX • MOOA O MANDI 
RAMGANI • BHATINDA D DHOBI BAZAR O THE MALL ROAD • ABOHAR O 
CIRCULAR ROAD • RAIPURA □ NEW MARKET • PATHANKOT □ DHANGU 
ROAD * OPP PUSPA THEATRE • ANDHRA PRADESH • HYDERABAD O 
BANIARA HILLS* INOER lOK COMPLEXQ ABIOS* UNITY HOUSE* STATION 
ROAD O KANCHIGUDA ROAD* VYSYA HOTEL BUILDING • VISHAKAPATNAM 
O OWARKA NAGAR * 47 IS 7 * VUAYAWAOA O GANDHI NAGAR • 
KAnNAOA a MAIN ROAD * MASIIO CENTRE • MADHYA PRADESH * 
GWALIOR a IIWAII CHOWK • SHIVPURI □ OPP HEAD POST OFFICE • 
BHOPAL □ M P NAGAR * SURVA TOWER O TT NAGAR * NEW MARKET O 
HAMIOIA ROAD * 8A0ABAGH • JABALPUR O PANTY NAKA SAOAR * JAIN 
TRUST COMPLEX O VIKAS BAZAR * OPP ANJUMAN SCHOOL O RUSSEL 
CHOWK * OPP HOTEL AMBASSADOR • RAIPUR O MALVIYA ROAD * 
PIYUSH COMPLEX • SINGRAOUL10 MAIN MARKET • SUPELA BHILAI Q OPP 
AKASH GANGA * SOUTH GANGOTRI COMPLEX • INDORE O M G ROAD * 
ASAH RAM COMPLEX Q PRINCE YASHWANT ROAD * 18 • BIIASPUR O 
GOLE BAZAR■ MAHARASHTRA • BOMBAY□ THAKUROWAR ROAD » 68/70 
IITCKARWADI O KALBA DEVI ROAD » 435 O DOMBIVAU • THANE □ 
STATION ROAD » OPP ASHOKA TALKIES • NAGPUR O SAOAR BAZAR • 
OPP LIBERTY CINEMA □ WEST HIGH COURT * SITARAM SMRUTI 
LIBCRTV RRIBBS DKALCfIS : - ■ DELHI □ CONNAUGHT PLACE 

* iNsnriE a janpath • novelty shoe store □ ajmal khan road. 

KAROL BAGH « GOLDEN TOUCH * lOOT ART • VENUS STEP □ LAJPAT 
NAOAR * G 0 ENTERPRISES * CHAPPAL EMPORIUM * ARADHANA SHOES 

* DE^CO DELUXE • MAYOR SHOES Q SAROJINI NAGAR * DOLPHIN SHOES 

* PAUL SHOES * DM BOOT HOUSF * MAHARAJA FOOTWEAR □ KAMLA 
NAGAR * DELCO SHOES * CMSON SHOES * KATY SHOES O CHANDNI 
CHOWK * BAHUJI SHOES □ GREATER KAILASH * STAR TRADERS * SHOE 
SHOPPE a SOUTH EXTN * FAIR DEAL □ BHOGAL * MAHARAJA SHOES * 
NAGRIK SHOES * PARINA FOOTWEAR D TIIAK NAGAR * CHEAP SHOE 
STORE*PUNJAB SHOE CO O MOTI NAGAR* PUNJAB SHOE CO O RAJOURI 
GARDEN * MY STYLE □ ASHOK VIHAR « PUNJAB SHOE CO * PRAKASH 
SHOES a WEST PATEL NAGAR • BASANT SHOE CO □ JWALA HERI * TARA 
EMPORIUM a SAKET * EMPIRE SHOES O KRISHNA NAGAR * PINKI BOOT 
HOUSE a MAYUR VIHAR-I * SHOE PALACE O SHAHDARA « AGGARWAl 
BOOT HOUSE □ RJLNI BAGH* RAJSON‘5 EXCLUSIVE • RISHI SHOES* SHOE 
PALACE* UTTAR PRADESH • LUCKNOW O AMINABAD * SUPER SHOE CO 
Q HAZRATGANJ * TARAS SHOES O JANPATH MKT * OLYMPIC SHOE CO • 
KANPUR OP ROAD* SINGH SHOES *OAYAL FOOTWEAR O GUMTI HO S 

* JAGDISH LEATHER STORE □ GOVIND NAGAR * KALA MANDIR SHOES • 
VARANASI a LHURABEER CROSSING « VICKY*SHOE CORNER * SELECTION 
SHOES O DASASAMEDH GHAT * WIHTEX FOOTWEAR Q HATHUA MARKET 

* SHOE GARDEN • MUSSORIE O KULRI BAZAR * MUSSORlC FOOTWEAR * 
SAHARANPURO MAYA BAZAR*RANA SHOE CO □ COURT ROAD*RAKESH 
SHOE CO • NJLNITAL* STUDENT BOt>T HOUSE * WASEEM CO * NORTH 
ERH INDIA • MORADABAO □ STATION ROAD * BHART SHOE CO * NEW 
WCiLOON CHAPPAL* PITNORGARH* PUNETHA SHOE STORE • GHAZIABAO 
a KALAMANOIR*WINGS SHOES • NOIDA* MAHARAJA SHOES ■ PUNJAB 

* AMRITSJUl a KATRA JAIMAl * RAMESH SHOE EMPORIUM * PANOHI 
SHOE STORE * SUNDER SHOE PALACE • JALANDHAR O NEAR OLD COURT 
ROAD * STANDARD FOOTWEAR O RAINAK BAZAR * APOLLO FOOTWEAR 
a BAZAR SHCKHAN * RANJIT FOOTWEAR * KUMAR SHOE STORE « NA 
TIONAi BOOT HOUSE O BHERON BAZAR * VENUS CHAPPAL STORE • 
iUDHIANA a CHAURA BAZAR * SANT CLASSIC • THE VENSON SHOES « 
PUNJAB BOOT HOUSE • PREM BOOT HOUSE □ GHUMAR MANOI » PAHWA 
SHOE PALACE * SONA FOOTWEAR • MOOA □ MAIN BAZAR * PAITA SHOE 
CENTRE • BHATINDA a DHOBI BAZAR * BHATINDA STORE * BISHAN DASS 
8HARGAVA 6 SONS* PHAGWARAO BANGA ROAD* MODERN SHOE STORE 

* KULTAM DE HATTt • HOSHIARPUR Q KASHMIR BAZAR • PUNJAB BOOT 
HOUSE O RAILWAY ROAD * JANTA BOOT HOUSE • BARNALA □ OOKAL 
MARKET * JINOAL BOOT HOUSE ■ ANDHRA PRADESH • HVDERA8A0 O 
ABIDS* METRO FOOTWEAR* HOLLYWOOD SHOE SO AMECRPET* LAI ANI 
FOOTWEAR □ HIMAYAT NAGAR * FOOT NEEDS • SECUNDERABAD O 
M 6 ROAD • SANGAM FOOTWEAR ■ MADHYA PRADESH • RHOPJU. O 
HAMIDIA road * ADHUNIK BOOT HOUSE □ NEW MARKET * RAJA SHOE 
CONNER • JABALPUR □ MAI VIA CHOWK * KARAN SHOES • RAIPUR O lAl 
RAM COMPLEX * SHOE TRACK Q STATION ROAD « SHOE SHOPPEE • 
mOORi O PRINCE YESHWANT ROAD*LEATHER LAND □ KOTHARl MARKET 

* BOMBAY BOOT HOUSE □ PARASIA* HEELS * TOE S* BILASFUR O SAOAR 
BAZAR * ARORA BOOT HOUSE • RATLAM □ KOTHARl MARKET * COLLEGE 
FOOTWEAR • BCTUL O KOTHI RAZAR * YOUSUF TRADERS • REWA □ 
VENKAT ROAD * KHATRI BOOT HOUSE • GOURMURTI O YOUSUFALI 
market * LUCKY SHOE EMPORIUM * MORENA O STATION ROAD * 
CNAWIA BOOT HOUSE * MORA □ SAOAR BAZAR * SHAM BOOT HOUSE • 
GUWL O SAOAR BAZAR * PREM STORES • CNATTARPUR * KWALITV 
FOOTWEAR • tlllAIH O SNAHCED PARK • NOVELTY SHOE STORE ■ KCRAIA 

* CAUGUT a BANK STREET * SHOE GARDEN O S M STREET * FLASH 
FOOTWEAR* ROYAL BOOT MOUSE* MAX FOOTWEARO IG ROAD* FLEX 
FOOTWEAR • ERNAKULAM O RAJAH ROAD * HI DESIGN • ROTTAYAM Q 
CSI COMPLEX * BRIGADE • KOUAM O MAIN ROAD • BOOTS B BOOTS ■ 
IAMMU*SH0E C0MF0RT*SAINSONS*SHOE CORPORATION*MAHARAN 
BOOT HOUSE « PABTAP SHOE CO * SHOE HOUSE * CHAUDHARY ■ 
BHANAIIASNTIIA • BOMBAY O BANDBA « LUCKY SHOE SPOT * SCANDEL 
SHOES O CHCMBUR • BELLY BAGGU * IN MOO SHOES O OOMBIVALI * 
SAOHNA FOOTWEAR □ 60REGJL0N « BELLA'S Q MAHIM * BELLA S O 
ULHASHAGAR * TUISI SHOES E> VASHI * MILAN FOOTWEAR * SHOE 
MUSUEM*STYLE KING Q VILf PARLE *lN MOO SHOES* THANE *CtTY 
SHOES* JOLLY SHOES 










BEHiND;iVfE SCENES , i:;;:! i ^ 

Thg Chaiiifi^Hips wasn't 0 ssmooth 


tauMtntmiiinjmM^ spite <j««iii^e’:; 

hype larding the high altitude venue atop,i^eWbT^Tai;te^ 
CeAtie the playing conditions were far front satisfying sloc!! ,. 
the glass endosure in whidi the layers played was not ' 
aaualty sound-proof, contrary to what was be^evcd and 
published. This became apparent during ga^e.id. ihe gapie 
for the first time in the match weiu into time ttOtiUe with 
' players down to their last 5 minutes with- iO moVei renuUning. 
The position was complicated—Anand seemed to have a• . 
substantial edge from the very opening, but Kasparov was . .. 
squirming out of the pressure, At two Instants, the audience., 
expecting an Anand victory, exploded with exicitement..at - 
which the two players shook their headsand made their 
annoyance visible in many other waysiAnand lost thi^game, 
and was not available for c^mem about what acmaliy 
happened until three days later.'Kaspatov admitt^ after the 
game to have been seriously disturb^ by those.teRf^ noises 
from the audience, admitting at the sante time, that thahornb 
was not aaually sound-proof. Catet <hi. Attend s^d. h was 
extremely annoying and he got completely distractied by those 
noises at what was a very crucial stage of the game. lie 
apparently launched a oomplahit, but ivithdtew it under.,. 
pressure from PCA. and alsoOonsidcting^efacItlimth^gailhc 
would not be replayed eveti if h was adrnitted. tbd^ditiis 
responsible for the venue confirmed that the eriflosaw Was ' 
not sound-proof particularly against loud tioisesof 500 strong. 
audience, though maybe It wu enough for th^cominenui^ 
running immediately outside of It. Anoth^thlng that could ; . 
ha ve been irriuting for the players was the piiUic tinbig 
within ten mettdi of the board. Though there Was it sheet of . 
glass in between, the movement of p«7|de at sueb.a etosc'' 

distance can be distracting, particularly as there was mough , . 
light in audience atetia fpr them W be visible faom jhalde.. 

m REALtlfNir 

this match has been quite alarmingly low (though uj^i^Btly . 
the $ 1 .5 million looked qultea ^amountl wmplin^.tothar " 
raised by other wqrid championship fipals.lhe . ' :.v i 


and the Xa^iarov-.Kiupov'niwtdi W^gvinia itf tOdThad apffni' 
fund of g5 miiUon. Kaapaiiouexpiabis thedncip as the result of 
'tnmiOvbigtbepilzefuQdsforthefcwmtev^.ettiiieworld ' 
chenmfonshlpr-the candfaiittes'mahhes 
most extraordinarily, the players were ond^ cchaptdsion to .. 
rnnttlbutetenpercedtof their price money to PGA'tomeet ' 
.oiganisathmal costs; and also ^yfonypm cent towaii^ the . 

. fixleraltiuces of the Ifititedstafm. This, r^uced the cash prices . 

, te neg^y half of what the playeiy actually got and that 
:: dnUde^iras a very h>wap« 7 URt. A fdmtdtd Anand confirmed 
tfj^AiMindmadeastupendousinvestmmtfbrtbis .. 

' .match-wvhlch'ts apparent from his big tcam^nd is likely to 
ihcurani^im^ll(M$(hiaecdummth<tmcaiidmei^ , 
cedi'emby PCAlOui chiming thesburoe of returns of tfai 


matty more matdim'wd oedk^ 

prjepirdtidh.'']ihe uhtmide^ye price money, however.'is of: 

event and.Pd A yyas foun^'iewp years aj^’ fc^whifa-ioog 
running blrAerltigoVt^ Kambrov^Shoit 

match‘ih.Iim!Milon^'l'i»>;Vv^;"^^^^ 

EXKn OmWIfc Anand was aoedn^^ 

Albert Toby, who happens m be ids frimtd.'and to 
psychologist too.Toby ftvea^ rhat'Animd had the most' 
exica-oidhury pKpamUon iar this match ever since he won 
tbei^htmchallente'tlie.VroildchampionbybeatfngGata' 

beead^eatliwetu^Qiit's ' 


game 10,butwhat wasipoitie'ola'lactav-Wasthepsychological 
badtjbig he hi0<m aedrimt of ^ Ipdt'Matk OvDreetfcy-.Hhe. 


xispatpt^,ap'dxtiemeiytu|rilecM)i^'. 4 i^^(a^ i- 


■ . ■;v.^ .. .'v . . 


improvement in this area 
already. Tt)wards the end 
of the match, Anand 
played two good 
games—games 14 and 17. 
Though he earned just half 
a point out of them, he 
would have certainly 
scored 2/2 against 99% of 
other top order players. 
These games displayed the 
strength in Anand to stage 
comebacks, something 
that has always been 
cons.(|ered suspect. 

AraUd's psychologist, 
Albe. t Toby says, "Anand 



is becoming increasingly 
realistic." To be realistic is 
the most positive way of 
accepting a loss, but for 
Kasparov it is different. He 
is not at all realistic, he 
exaggerates a loss, but in a 
completely opposite way. 
He benefits from becoming 
a lunatic who can 
stake everything in life to 
fight his way back, unlike 
most others who get 

ffftfiMifinf it 1 pfifi Cff iiftfiiiiit 

wnm OaaM RtafiriilNlnid 
MM ilMiflci AiMsy 


FOCUS 


vve«l( toQ. )tf ^ hectiuktot 11^ 

h«tw>" AiuiMl irnttientdlyinepiiilted Ipr lUipnov’s 

c(»aeblc)(«fta'be sutg^ into th« lead tn game P, but liot the 

lossbe hadln game 10 "However", he said, "thematcb was 
highly bsmieovoend Ibellcve Anand would be a much 
stranger match player with the expenence of this match 
bditndhim " 

Aoand bad four helpers, in chess parlance called seconds, 
for this matcb-craadmastess Anur Yusupov, Patrick Wdlf 
and Jonathan Speelman end fais long dime coach^ Bluhar 
Ubtlava It was reported by Maurlcio Perea, Anand's man^r, 
dnt there was a ittKerenoe between the Russians, UbOaVa and 
Usupov and the western Grandmasters and Spedman, 

The Russians allegedly didiked WoOf and Speehhan, 
partkuknly the former, because of their relative lack of 
senousncss WoUf is an extremely fiiemfiy 24-year old easy 
going Amencan, who spent a lot of time sociahsmg with 
people, which the Russians serioudy disliked and felt had a 
rueful effea on Anandaruf the camp Anand's justification for 
recruiting him was that he is an eimert in the Sicilian jOefenoe 
MUMmCATMMl IMTCH : ft was dedded during the last World 
Chess Olympiad in Moscow in December, 1994, that the 
hitherto rival world dicss federations. MDB and PCA. would 
mcrgeby holdinga reuntiicatiott f^lbetween the wmnen of 
the world championship cycles run by tfaetwo otganisanons 
PCA's cycle coitcludes with thlsmatch, but PIDB is in serious 
trouble, once again. reganUtv sponsorship for ns final 

between Anatoly Karpov of Russia and Gata Krnnsky of'USA 
Evidently, until the Impending match Is hdd and a winner of 
the PlDfi cycle is determined rio reunification match is 
possible But PtDB's probtents are not Umhedonly to finding a 
sponsor Presently, FiDEand PCA have been negotiating 
about the rules of the proposed feuniftcatiOn match, and Gary 
Kasparov is stubborn about his daitn that the wtrmer of the 
cydk wins i^ts <rf pUiying t^phtst hhn as the ciMiUm^ 
ImpUeatlon of which K^uparov wdl have the advantage of 
playmg the match as the world champion. The most tan^bUr 


hetiel|i'of»achisthatfncaseofatio,XaQ»rovwouldhe i 
dbckiied the worid champion Both Kamsky and Karpov knr 
opposed to this and few other reguiatioos concernhig the 
reunlflcation match suggested by PCA, resulting m an hupatse 
wfalcheppears unlikely to be solved very easily PIDB, on the 
otherband cannot plan tojust hold the 
cydeand indentify a wumer before gomgto the negotiating 
table with PCA, because it looks roost unbkeiy that they wfll 
findaroonsorforitwitoutthehelpofPCA ControverdalPlDB 
PrendennPlorendoCampomanes recent visits to the 
Middle-East and other European countries have failed to solve 
the problem at the otherendof the roectrum. the Western 
countries have resolved to raise a 'no-confidence' motfoh 
against the Pteddent m the next General Assembly slated m 
November this year The imbroglio lookt heading to cause 
another S|dit in the chess fraternity, which » already divided, 
on account of two world chess federations and two world 
cbarnffioiishlp cycles 

IHEOJl-JOKe SinceO J Simpson saccqiiiial there are many 
Jokes about him and the tnal in the air Oiwshchls, thefirst 
thin g O X did after the jury declared him not guilty, was stand 
up and ask judge lio, ’Sir, canlhavemygloves back?" There 
was an O J.-Jokeln the world championship also 
Grandmaster Ian Rogers asked Gary Kasparov in apress 
conferonce what he felt about the latest upshot m the trial. 
Kasparov was suxpnsed by the question because of its 
apparent irrelevance, but consented to answer It—*1 thmk he 
was guilty, though my Opmfon has no legal validity, of course 
You know, what I didn't like about it was Jdtnle Cochran Jr 
trying to give It a racial shade "and continued explaining his 
feefings, until Rogers imervened and said. "No my point was, 
you said m the press conference last night that you were 
^^enditjg 100% time on the chess board Howcome,then do 
yOu have such complete informatloo about the latest 
developments m the tnal'>" Kasparov was awestruck and 
embarrassed to find one of his statements neatly disproved 
Anfak Paul, New York 


deranged This trepidation 
is a definite weakness, but 
no one ever has been able 
to capitalise on it 

Famous guru Mark 
Dvoretsky feels if someone 
has the strength to refute 
this audaaous strike back, 
Kasparov can be beaten He 
pointed out that this is 
apparent also in single, 
isolated games Kasparov 
adopts the most aggressive 
ways to bounce back 
everytime he is m an 
mferlorposition, which 


sometimes arc injudicious 
but in most cases he 
manages to get away with 
them, thanks to the 
intimidating image he was 
created of himself as a 
doughty fighter 
Anand has patently had 
very big lessons from this 
match, especially m 
psychological areas But 
the question is, is that and 
absorbing more and more 
information the only needs 
of improving’ My view is 
Anand has to tram himself 
in areas beyond that 


Imbibing information 
about openings extending 
knowledge in that area 
with the help of databases 
and analyses are one part of 
preparing for a match 
perhaps the most 
important when playmg 
Kasparov But Anand has 
to brush up other areas too 
for instance his endgame 
His endgame has never 
been strong enough 
This IS certainly not 
possible while playing a 
world championship cycle 
from the very beginning of 


It but now that Anand has 
a fairly long tunc to prepare 
himself for the next cycle 
he should go back to basics 
and work on improving his 
knowledge in the 
fundamentals of cliess so 
that misses like the one in 
game 17 in which he had a 
subsuntial edge in a rook 
and pawn ending may not 
recur This would make 
him a complete player 
more formidable than 
before 

Anand did that before, 
when preparing for his 




PHUTANiirKPAHI 



Intense concentrntion on the 
feces of Anend end Kasperov 
during the Intel World chen 
chamjiionships held at New York. 
Despite this loss, Anend still has 
e lot of years ahead, to 
have another shot at the title 

second match with Gata 
Kanisky in Las Palmas, 
Spain in March this year 
Speaking to a chess 
maga/me, Anand revealed, 

I tried not to focus on 
Gala I )iisi tried to focus on 
my own chess I decided to 
work on all the areas I felt 
imcomioitable in, he can 
do what he wants I wasn't 
even looking at his games. 1 
knew enough about him I 
have played twenty games 
with him, so I was not 
sti dying his repertoire for 
pai eyns and where he 
ma es mistakes. 1 decided 
to 1< ok at what mteicsts 
10 


me " It was a very positive 
attitude, but since 
Kasparov was a new match 
adversary, he probably 
decided to embrace the old 
Soviet style of analysing a 
player and playing him, 
rather than play the game 
completely 

Another area, in which 
Anand's strength was 
considered dubious was his 
physical stamina to play a 
match of this length, 
especially because he had 
never played a match 
longer than 11 games 
before this one. Kasparov 
made a remarkable 
comment before this 
match that if it was a 
physical encounter, it 
would have been much 
easier for him. However, 
Anand said he had worked 


rigorously to increase his 
stamina to endure the 
stress, during his 3-month 
preparation in Madrid, 

Spam and seemed 
confident enough before the 
commencement of the 
match He continued 
exercising even during the 
match as he visited the gym 
of his hotel everyday, and 
proved to himself that he is 
physically strong enough 
to play a long and stressful 
match to the extent that he 
may not need to worry 
about it in future 
Sometime back Anand 
said commenting about his 
loss against Kamsky in 
India, "I think it is 
impossible to maintain 
enthusiasm over the Jong 
run. Something will go 
wrong once in a while and 


you must use this to gain 
your enthusiasm back " He 
said speaking about what 
he felt following his 
frustrating loss in game 11. 
"The first thing which 
enters in your head is* what 
I am doing here, let's forget 
about chess. I'm an idiot for 
playing cness. I could be a 
doctor. But after a while 
you realise it's 
irresponsible to think so, 
you have to continue 
working". All these are 
indicative of the fact that 
25-yedr old Anand, though 
carried away by emotions 
sometimfs, is realistic. And 
should he be able to translate 
what he says into action, it 
is beyond doubt that he 
will be around for many 
more world 

championships to come. • 
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JUMP 

START! 

Can Sachin Tendulkar set India 
off to a 'flyer' in this 
crucial World Cup season? 

BY HARSHABHOGLE 

" ^ * OR the Indian cricket follower so used to 

rejoicing at the prospect of a new an ival in the 
family the start of another year has a 



" delightfully pregnant look to it Indeed as India 
prepares to welcome the World Cup with a mixture of 
corporate madness and general unpredictability the 
cncketcrs like nervous mothers in a ward wait to see 
what the future will deliver to them 

While It IS very early to judge how much of a success 
the World Cup will eventually be the uncontrolled 
hysteria it has evoked in corporate offices and 
advertising agencies suggests how viable cricket is and 
at the same lime how meagre the mass entertainment 
alternatives are 

For the health of the sport that is wonderful but from 
the point of view of the demands it will place on the 
cncketers themselves it is not the most healthy sign 
Already there are enough indications that only a win 
in the World Cup is going to satisfy Indian audiences 
Sadly that is a feeling that is being fuelled by people 
who have been through it all and by the lime the World 
Cup actually happens the pressure to perform is going 
to be staggering 

The manner in which India s cncketers handle that 
would really determine how successful they would be 
in what IS going to be the most high profile domestic 
cricket season for a long time Going by the record 
books and admittedly that is not always the most 
reliable parameter Indian cricket has reason to be 
optimistic for performances at home by the national 
side have never been better As Ian Chappell says," If 
there is a good reason for not playing an important 
event at home I haven i come across it yet 

For India to win a World Cup, homebred wickets 
where the ball comes slowly off the turf and at a very 
friendly height would seem the ideal recipe And 
India's batting line-up, probably the best in these 

Off the field. Tendulkar it highly ohUgino On it he is already 
searching for giealer heights 
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conditions has yet to meet a target that is impossible to 
actm ve In no other part of the world would India 
appear to have even remotely the same chance of 
success than it does at home 

But again nowhere else will the pre ssurc be as 
intense And from that point of view the st lies against 
New Zealand would not quite be the ideal preparation 
While cricket has a way of making fools out of c ritics it 
doesn iscem likclyjusi now that Nt w A aland would 
provide India with much high pre ssiire one day 
cricket A victory against the in would only send 
expectations soaiing and set up a situation every 
cricketer dreads a situation where he hast veiything to 
lose 

Strange ly as a countci to Chappell s view there are 
others who believe that expectations of home c rowds 


can be counter productive Allan Border for example 
would be happic r off playing somewhere else If you 
make a bad start the pressure can drag you down he 
said with obvious leference to the 1992 campaign 
where his Australian team easily the best in the world 
at that time came apart so dramatically 
Jimmy Arnarnath te nds to hold a similar view Our 
crowds art fantastic and li you arc doing well they can 
help you produce that muc h more But if you are down 
they can be very hostile and I can tell you it is very 
difficult to recover in such situations 
li India s t xpcctations are centrc'd almost entirely 
around the World Cup it is entirely bttatise wc react lo 
what wc are offered India can have few expectations 
from Test cricket in the season ahead because wc 
literally do not play the m anymore From February 




1994 to June 1995, India will have played six Test 
matches and that is a bit like a drunken man 
denouncing a faithful companion. It's worse when you 
look at it from the point of view of individual cricketers. 

Sachin Tendulkar for example must fantasise of the 
time he will play a five Test series. For a series like that 
allows a batsman to get into his groove and, if you are 
the world's best as Tendulkar aspires to be, that is the 
best opportunity, to gel big runs. But in all his career, he 
has only played one five Test series and one wonders if 
that is a reason he hasn't produced really big hundreds 
in Test cricket. The lesser Test cricket he plays, the more 
desperate he will be to score runs while he can and in 
spite of its forward looking approach, this is one aspect 
KM he BCCrs planning that is completely insane. 

And yet, Zaheer Abbas feels that Tendulkar could do 
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with some tnendly but firm advice Zaheer has been a 
doctor of sorts to cricketers like Azharuddm and more 
recently Aravinda de Silva and he cannot believe why 
Tendulkar doesn i have a double century in Test cricket 
yet He needs someone whom he can trust to push him 
along Agar usnt Aa/ia kt maint^ I SO runs banaaye to 
bhai usse kabiyc ke hum khush nahm Tumharejaisc 
khiladi ko to 250 banane chahiyc If he asks me that is 
what I will tell him Kc bhat aap duniva ke subsc bade 
batsman me sc ho Ickin hum khush nahin 

C-learly that is the laigct for Tendulkar as he looks 
ahead to a season where he could well stamp himself as 
the world s number one cricketer A double century 
against New Zealand would be a wonderful appetiser 
lor the main course ahead But it is at the World Cup 
that the eyes of the cricket world would be focussed on 
him for experts aie almost unanimous m their 
announcement that he holds the key to that event 
Like a spacecraft requiring several takeoff stages to 
place itscll in orbit there come moments in a cricketer s 
careei when he needs to climb that extra step to rise 
one level above that of the others For Tendulkar, that 
moment will come in February and he really cannot 
ask for a better stage given that he can cocoon himself 
so amazingly from public expectation 

Thankfully the captain has had a major load taken off 
him with the announcement that he will be in charge 
till September 1996 It is a rare move but it is an 
inspiring one and in a c ricket season so potent with 
desire it is a wonderful wa> to remove a potential route 
for dissent Now everybody knows who is in charge and 
Azhar can stop looking over his shoulder Better still he 
knows, going into the World Cup, that the 
executioners are being kept at ba> and to my mind, m 


the lead up to the cricket season this is easily the best 
move we have sec n from the BCCI 

Free of such worries and Azhar admits that he has 
grown to love the |ob if his batting can flower India 
will have found a perfect recipe to ciiuntc r an 
occasional Tendulkar failure Indeed the captain m 
form IS the best present Tendulkar can get at the top of 
the order for he will then be aware the walls of the 
dressing room will stand that bit longer if he is nut early 

It IS also a season of great hope for Anil Kumble 
Rarely has a man of his achievement been as 
understated as Kumble has And never has a man who 
has performed consistently for three years been put 
down as much as he has But Kumble s secret lies in his 
silence aware as he is that he needs to satisfy himself 
more than he does anyone else It is funny how an 
Indian cricketer needs a good season in England to 
confirm his ability A hundredth Test wicket at home in 
Bangalore would in a sense be just And like Tendulkar 
maybe that will provide him with the extra momentum 
to stamp himself on the World Cup 

Tendulkar, A/haruddin Kumble Indian cricket's 
trinity for the few months ahead Notice that that is also 
the most modest set of people in Indian cricket And 
yet these are the most contrasting personalities you 
can come across Tendulkar explosive charting his 
own destiny and imagining newer height? 

Azharuddm realistic, confident and yet looking for 
divine approval, and Kumble, almost self effacing, 
heanng his voice only when he appeals but as 
aggressive as anybody in international cricket 

If the three of them can deliver, Indian cricket can 
withstand the odd abortion along the way 0 
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SPECIAL 


FEATURE 


MIKE TYSON 


ON 


MIKE TYSON 

The boxing champion gives an interesting 
first-person account of his life 


As long as you 
have life, there's a 
chance. Never 
give up. Never kill 
yourself. People 
do awful things. 
Never give up. 
We're meant to 
win, we're not 
meant to he 
defeated 


W HEN I was a kid there were 
bullies all the time that 
bothered me. There was a guy, 
called Mike as well, that I was 
scared of. I thought he was tough. I was in fear 
of him. Me and Mike became friends. I am a 
boxer again. Absolutely. Tm going to do 
pretty well, after the four-year break. Mike 
Tyson before wasn't as humble as Mike Tyson 
now. Before, I'd have said more than "very 
well." I've become more in touch with Lord 
and I understand that humility is the best 
quality. I've been crass. I've been a 
bragger-boaster before, and it got me in places 
I didn't want to particularly be, but I just know 
that a humble man lives more of an 
easy-going life and I'm willing to live that life. 
I'm more content than anything. 

I don't talk about taking a Muslim name. 
Perhaps one day that could occur, but my 
m.iin objective is my actions. There's a lot of 
Muslim brothers and sisters out here in 
America, and they have Muslim names, but 
their aaions do stand for what they represent 
My actions stand totally for what I represent. 
Being from Brooklyn, New York, living is 
more instinaive. Brooklyn's a special place, 
no doubt about it. But it's more about being 
instinctive than being conscious and thinking 
and premeditating. I'm a premeditative man 
now. Before, I was very instinctive. I've been 
able to change that, absolutely, from instina 
to planning. 

1 don't know if good can come out of bad, if 
it's illegally-done bad, but I'm just happy that 
the Lord blessed me to have good things 
happen to me. I just used a degree of bad 
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iudgement in my life and I have a great deal of j 
trust in my judgement now because of my 
consciousness and faith in our Lord. I could 
have handled it in another way. 1 think I 
would have been where I am now without 
prison. I realised I would have grasped 
understanding somehow. The differena- 
between me now and before I went to prison 
is my consciousness. I had no consciousness of 
behavior, no control mechanism. 1 was just 
young and 1 was pretty much-wealthy and I 
was just doing what 1 wanted. 

1 was never put in the situation where 
someone told me, "Mike, if you work hard, 
you're going to be successful." No one ever 


told me how I was gonna handle this. And 1 
basically did what I wanted to do, and who 
was going to stop me? I was only 20 and 1 was 
a kid and I'd go to a restaurant or something 
and I'd raise hell. So who's going to really tell 
me, "Mike, stop"? It was just an ongoing 
1 situation just too much at one time, and I 
wasn't ready for it. If you are prepared tor it 
you can handle it. I just wasn't prepared for it 
Once I was in the situation 1 was in before 
my incarceration, I never tortured myself to 
think about whether I missed all the things 
that go with my boxing career. 1 didn t put 
myself through that fortune. I deal with t he 
realisation of my situation at that particulai 
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I time and that was about doiny;. I had three 
I years to do. I had to do that time, that was the 
I problem 1 had to handle. 

S What rd say to someone who's going to 
C prison is to go right to the library. Because 
) anything can happen, like I've seen guys on 
death row who've got off death row, they've 
: got life sentences, they stayed in the library 
and they found loopholes and they got out. As 
long as you have life there's chance. Never 
give up. Never kill yourself. People do awful 
. things. Never give up. We're meant to win, 
we're not meant to be defeated, 

ARTHUR CARCX)ZO 



Prison is like an education. It's also a little 
like dying, because if you go to prison you 
know what is going to happen when you die. 
People forget about you, they don't talk to 
you, they keep living their life. Which you 
can't blame them for. I didn't totally feel 
forgotten about. 1 had some friends. 

I never expeaed the people who so-called 
are my friends to be strong when I went to jail. 
It's just rarely that people are strong. It's very 
easy to be weak and give in. I never had a lot of 
people stand up for me. I'm just aware of 
everybody's nature, as I've said before. I think 
treachery is natural in the heart of people. 1 
probably will be betrayed by the closest people 
to me. But if I'm prepared, I won't be 
betrayed. 1 don't judge people by what they 
are. 1 judge them by what they actually are. 

Do I have any remorse? For what? In life we 
got the wrong curveballs and when it hits you, 
you have to handle it. Too tnany good things 
have happened to me for me to be remorseful 
for something bad that happened. I mean, if 
you weigh the good and the bad, the good 
outweighs the bad by so many. 1 didn't dwell 
on it. Nor did I dwell on the good. I never 
thought, "Well, I could have been 
heavyweight champion." I never think about 
that stuff. I don't cry over spilled milk. 

I'm a hypochondriac now. I'm just very 
paranoid about things and about people and 
I'm scared. I'm worried about my health. 
When I get a little pain I call the doctor. I'm 
very conscious about my health. When I was 
younger I'd walk around, I'd have toothache 
and everything and I'd say, "Come on, let's 
fight. No, no don't call off the fight." Now, if I 
even get a cold a sniffle, I just want to see a 
doaor. 

What positive experiences do I bring to the 
table due to my incarceration? God. I have a 
different outlook on life, a great deal of 
consideration and admiration for the people 
that we raise in our culture. It's very difficult, I 
don't find myself a racist, I don't hate anyone 
because of their color. But have found myself 
saying something that is directly or indirealy 
racist. Out of some bad habit I may say 
something that many define racism, but I 
don't feel that in my heart. 

1 don't like, in general, how the whole 
jurisprudence system, the court system in 
general has gone on about this whole 
situation with O.J. Simpson. And it's just an 
awful thing what's happened to that man. It's 
an awful thing. I'm not saying he did anything 
or didn't do anything. I'm saying what 



SPEC I A ' L I* A T U H B 


happened, in the court room, without him 
being guilty or innocent. What has happened 
in that court room, it's not pretty kosher, 
because I believe he's presumed innocent 
before the judgement. That's what they say in 
theU.S.A. 

I don't believe that because O.J.'s black he's 
been railroaded, but there has to be choice 
whether he did it or not. You have to look at 
the history of Black African-Americans in 
America. It's atrocious the way we've been 
treated and the way we've been trained to 
think about ourselves. So it's normal to root 
for him, to want him not to have done it, 
because we know how tar the government, 
how far the society and the history in the past 
looked upon us. When I was born. Blacks 
couldn't vote. My mom and daddy couldn't 
vote. They had some feelings and it's been 
taught us in school and some people had a 
hard time with that. I'm a strong believer that 
you write your own book. If you want to be 
miserable you'll be miserable. 1 love my 
country implicity. If 1 lived in Yugoslavia I 
would have experienced the same thing. 

O.J. Simpson is a remarkable individual, 
but we're two different individuals 1 don't 
particularly dig his style, but 1 don't believe, in 
the history of athletes as far as endorsements, 
that there's ever been an athlete in general, 
and especially not an African-American, 
who's been more successful as O. J., off the 
field as on the field. There's nobody who's 
been as successful as O.J. And he's justifiably 
as famous as an athlete as he is as a sjiokesman. 

We're men in this world. We're men and 
we deal with adversity. We gotta challenge it, 
we gotta be brave, we gotta be courageous and 
we have to be strong. Other than that, we 
don't stand a chance against adversity in 
general, if something's going to happen to us. 
Life is always up and down. We gonna always 
be up and sometimes we come down. But 
when you're up you gotta prepare because 
one day we're gonna come down again, so 
when you're on top you prepare because one 
day that'll happen again. 

Doing what you don't want to do, like in 
prison, is basically going back to discipline. 
Doing what you don't want to do but it's like 
you love it. 1 ran into a few people there that 
enlightened me a great deal, 1 guess of the 
situations that 1 wasn't aware of in life. Prison 
showed me the true, true consciousness of 
human nature. It's human and in pur nature 
to be Jealous, to be hateful to be resentful, but 
it's up to us to be disciplined, tohavea 


disciplined will to overcome those feelings. 
My religion is what got me through prison. It's 
just a privilege to represent the Muslim 
religion. 1 was watching people who set good 
examples in the prison. I did a great deal of 
reading and understanding. There were some 
Muslims that set good examples. There were 
some that didn't set good examples. But the 
ones that set good examples left a mark in my 
heart and my consciousness and this is what 1 
am talking about, not about hate and not 
about racism and not about religion; we 
tolerate anybody; we love everybody.'It's just 
about a way of life and conducting yourself in 
humanity. 

Going back to fighting was a foregone 
conclusion. When I talked in prison about not 
fighting again, there was nothing really of 
substance about it because my situation at 
that particular time wasn't concrete about 
coming back and fighting. Everything was 
more mundane than anything. 

At that particular time 1 was a little bit upset, 
but as I said before, who would 1 be hurting? 
No one but myself People would love the fact 
that I wouldn't fight anymore. And I wouldn't 
collect the money that I've collected and 1 
realised that's what it's all about people get so 
they want to see you crumble and that's just 
basically not my slick. I'm not going to allow 
that to happen and I'm doing well. 

I am a student of boxing, 1 know the history 
of the sport I know the dates, the times I 
know a little bit about this stuff Tht re's no 
fighter I admire the most from the 
past—there's so many of them There's never 
one particular fighter, when you're a 
historian, that you like better than others, 
because there's always something about him 
and his particular time. For instance, Jerry 
Johnston and what he had to do in his time is 
frightening even now In the'90s it's 
frightening. 

I know a few things. I don't know—actually 
really, I really know nothing. 1 just pick up 
things. I'm a high school dropout. It's very 
difficult to go for high school graduation 
when I'm making as much money as 1 am 
now. I never had any anger. The reason 1 
fought—^you cannot accomplish a high level 
of professional degree if you have any 
emotional feelings. I could never think 
cautiously in the ring and be angry. 1 would 
never be successful. I didn't hate my 
opponent. Never. It's a business. I was 
disciplined, and my job was to win 
spectacularly, and probably with a knockout. 


I could never 
think cautiously 
in the ring and be 
angry. I would 
never be success* 
ful. I didn't hats 
my opponent 
Never. ITs a 
business. I was 
disciplined and 
my job was to win 
spectacularly. 
There was no 
feeling that I 
wanted to harm 
this person 
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It’s very easy to be 
weak and give in. 

I never had a lot of 
people stand up 
for me. I think 
treachenf is 
natural in the 
heart of thr people 

» BFI 


There was no feeling that I wanted to harm 
this person. Oh, no. 

I don't know if fighting is a terrible way to 
make a living. I don't know. I'm not going to 
say something against the sport. I don't want 
to say anything bad about it. This is how 1 earn 
my income. I love it, but 1 don't want to have 
my son do it. Thai's why I take the punches 
now, so he won't have to. But it's something I 
always wanted to do. 

I think after getting out of prison 1 was the 


I ace in the hole as far as the heavyweight 
division was concerned, but I don't know if I 
was the best fighter in the division or the best 
fighter in boxing. 1 was more relaxed than 
ever and more ready than ever just to get it on. 
The great philosophers I've read would say it's 
great accomplishment, the $23 million I can 
make in one day, and it would mean being 
able to help people less fortunate. 1 intend to 
do that. Being charitable is my whole 
objective. I've always given it a way, all my 
life, and lately 1 must have donated probably 
three to five million dollars every year to 
charities, me and Don King. I still give. That's 
why 1 give back so much in return. Thai's why 
I'm in the situation I'm in now. I'v done a lot 
of good things for people. 1 have helped a lot of 
people and I expect sometimes something 
different in return, but from a pessimistic 
point of view. When I see something like that I 
accept it. 1 was uncomfortable in the press 
conference just before the fight with Peter 
McNceley. I knew a week goes a long way. 

You have to understand 1 was coming to a 
place and 1 was not too familiar with the 
people asking me questions at the press 
conference. And I sometimes sensed that they 
asked a question with a little bit of resentment 
as if I did something wrong with them. That 
doesn't help, not with Don King, the 
promoter, running his mouth off, telling 
people how much money I make. And people 
become resentful, and I've done it wrong too. 
There's no doubt about it. With Mike Tyson 
they bring an agenda. Because they don't 
believe anything I say about my religion, 
about anything, because they basically go off 
on what they remember about Mike Tyson 
three years before, four years before. And that 
wasn't a great picture to really write a resume 
on. 

With me and the press, these guys write 
these outrageous articles about me. These 
people don't know me. They didn't take a 
chance to know me, and that's how they 
make their money. But I laugh because I cash 
in on these guys. Everything they write about 
me never turns out to be true. These guys, 
they're not even good writers, the majority of 
them. They just look around at the other guys' 
notes. They don't come up wi^i their own 
original work and say, "This is what 1 sec." 
They go around to other guys and say, "What 
do you think about that"? Well, that's their 
opinion. 1 have a right to one as well, and 
that's why I'm explaining it now. These 
people have agendas. Their agenda's not just 







to write the truth They wnte the truth with 
their prejudice There are very few I do like 
I know how to fight one way no change in 
strategy or style or approach, not at all But 
again some things may change People think 
they see things that they've never seen before 
1 did not have a psychologist in my training 
camp but that wouldn't be a bad idea, going 
to one There were rumors that I was out of 
shape That s not true at all I'm m pretty good 
shape Why not public workout*? They get 
what they paid for It I ni mercenary, hey, 
these guys did a number on me for three 
years This isn t getting even, this is reality as 
far as I see it in my life There have been people 
under commission to see me work out I'm 
not going to let someone watch me work out 
who has an agenda to destroy me and make 
cvcrthing negative I stay cool before the bout 
1 can t allow anything to upset me In my 
consciousness I don t even have the thought 
of losing It s not my nature to allow losing to 
happen 

1 don i really care if they allow for my 
change or growth or not 1 in |usi going to live 
my life and raise my family I don t care if 
anyone doesn i love me as long as they 
respect me and I demand respect I 
demonstrate respect The only ones 1 want to 
love me IS my wife and my kid 

Monica Turner is my honey She graduated 
from Georgetown University s medical school 
inl99S I met her two years before that She 
was in a relationship and 1 was trying to gel 
her out of the relationship she was stuck on 
andshewouldn tdoit Our relationship 
bloomed wlien she unhooked from the other 
relationship We'd been friends for a long 
lime She thinks my life, the fighting, is not 
too kosher because of the things that come 
along with boxing, and I'm involved with it 
and the moods I get into because of it She's in 
a good position She's a good girl She has to 
handle it, she has to be strong and deal with 
whatever happens I was very happy at her 
graduation, and proud, because 1 know how 
hard it is to accomplish anything 

You change, and change is part of growth 
You always have doubts There's always a 
doubt and the doubt that you have allows you 
to perform at a higher level There's always 
doubt 1 have doubt and 1 have insecurities 
about things but those doubts and 
insecurities, in general, they just push me into 
the extra level I want to stay as active as 
possible I'm not Nostradamus or anybcKly I 
Just want to do well. # AsurEAiuREs 
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I Who were the rival 
* captains in the first 
'Tied Test'? 

2 Name the only 
• athlete to have won 
the 5,000 and 10,000m in 
two consecutive Olympics? 

3 Who coached both 
• Nadia Comaneci and 
Mary Lou Refton? 

4 What was unusual 
* about Stanislawa 
Walasiewiez, better known 
as Stella Walsh, who 
represented Poland in the 
1932 and 1956 Olympics, 
winning a gold and silver 
respectively in the 
women's 100 metres? 

AiiaiiirarloQ.No.4 
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5 In which Olympic 
• event did Charlotte 
"Lottie" Dodd (tennis 
player) win medals? 


6 Which famous 
• Olympic champion 
runner in her childhood 
lost the use of her leftjeg 
for three years? 


^ Where were the first 
/ * world championships 
in track and field events 
held? 


Q Which f(X}tbal] club is 
O «. known as "Eagles of 
Lisbon"? 

9 Which heavyweight 
• champion became a 
paratrooper after 
retirement? 

1 / A 'In his time, he 
\.J * was a symbol for 
the Black American 
people: Max Schmelling 
was referring to which 
great boxer? 



ANSWERS 


1. R. Benaud of Australia and Frank Worrell 
of West Indies. 

2. Lasse Viren in 1972 and 76. 

3. Bela Kaiolyi. 

4. Shewasaauallyaniale. 

5. Archery (silver) In 1908. 

6. Wilma Rudolph. 

7. Finland, in 1983. 

8. Benhca Club of PonugaL 

9. Max Schmelhng. 















TENNIS 


TALK 


D uring the second round 
match at the Grand Prix 
Passing Shot in Bordeaux, a 
group of ball-boys carrying a 
birthday cake came on center 
court where Goran Ivanisevic 
and Radomir Vasek were 
warming up "I first thought my 
God. now it's his (Radomir's) 
birthday." said Ivanisevic, whose 
24th birthday was on Sept 13 
"but the kids came to me And 
when I got over the whole thing, I 


NOTES & 
QUOTES 


A look at recent happenings in the world of tennis 

PROFESSIONAL SPORT 





was down 0-3" Ivanisevic 
eventually got back his 
concentration and won the 
match 6-4, 6-3 

/ / XTOW they use me as a test 
for the youngster ' 

Henri Leconte after his defeat 
against Lionel Roux at the 
Grand Prix Passing Shot in 
Bordeaux. 

/ he rule says that I can't sit 
X longer than a certain time, 
but« dc esn't say that I have to 
sit." 


Thomas Muster when asked 
why he wasn't sitting down 
during one of the 
changeovers in his match 
against Tomas Carbonell. 

/ / T WOULD probably be 
JL fishing a lot No, 
seriously I'd probably go into 
business I need to stimulate my 
mind and keep up with 
competition Maybe I'd go into 
another sport, as a professional 
marble player, maybe " 

Jeff Tarango when asked 
what he would do if he 
weren't a tennis player. 



/ / T-^ INERO NO, ChitBS SI." 

hJ Mall Vgl Wgdiington 
answering in Spanish when 
asked, through a translator, if 
he had made economic gains 
due tobeinf nai^l^Nt one of 
People Magazine^ *^0 Most 
Beautiful People." 

J / TT AVE you ever been to the 
Xlu S. Open? You should 
go there and then come back 
here " 

Thomas Muster when asked 
what he thought of the 
sometimes noisy Romanian 
crowd. 



/rpHEYare a bit 
X unpredictable here. I 
»n't know if they are cheering 
r me or my opponent. But I'm 
)t questioning that. I'll just 
sume that it's for me." 
maud Boetsch when asked 
•out the Bucharest crowd. 

ECENTLY, people in the 
world of tennis gathered at 
e Plaza Hotel in New York City 
honour the late Vitas Gerulaitis 





With a chanty dinner. Proceeds 
from '"A Gala Night for Vitas" 
went to the Vitas Gerulaitis 
Youth Foundation and the 
Gerulaitis Grassroots ChaUenge. 
Pete Sampras, John McEnroe, 
Guillermo Vilas, Chris Even, 

Alan King and Mary Carilio were 
among the Who's Who in tennis 
who attended the event. 
McEnroe and Vilas sang with 
their bands. 

A highlights of the evening wi|s 
an auaion, which included 
Gerulaitis' electric guitar. Mark 


Miles, Chief Executive Officer of 
the ATP Tour, made the highest 
bid—$20,000—and announced 
that the Tour would loan the 
guitar for display to the 
International Tennis Hall of Fame 
in a five-year fund-raising effort 
for the ATP Tour Room at the Hall. 


A SAMPLE of SMASH Tennis 
made its debut in South 
America, as the Cerveza Club 


Colombia World Series set up a 
mini-court in the parking lot of 
Unisentro, one of the largest 
shoppir q malls in Bogota, 
Colombia. Top seeds Richard 
Krajicek and Alberto 
Berasategui, with home-country 
hero Mauricio "The Cat" Hadad, 
hit with kids on the court and 
signed hundreds of autographs 
on the first Monday of the 
tournament. 

/ / TJOR the point and the 
X result this was for sure my 


best win. 1 beat Gomez once and I 
think he's the best player I've 
beaten. It's a big advantage to 
have played the qualies. I've 
played more matches than my 
opponent, and matches are the 
best praaice Yesterday during 
practice I started to feel that I've 
never played this well before." 

Sandor Noszaly after having 
ousted No. 3 seed Sergl 
Bruguera. 


/ / <^HE balls fly like an 
JL airplane. You don't just 
have to worry about keeping 
them on the court. You have to 
worry about keeping them in the 
stadium." 

Richard Kri^icek describing 
playing in high altitudes. 

/ / A FTER, after, I gotta roll, 
/\dude." 

Luke Jensen to a 
Spanish-speaking autograph 
seeker who had no idea what 
Jensen was saying 

COURTESY IBM/ATP TOUR 
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WORLD 


OF TENNIS 


LAYER who has the best 
service return against his 
second serve that former 
world No S Jimmy Anas 
says he has ever played 
Monica Seles, who uses 
Anas as a hitting partner 

t HE greatest 
^ all-round player 
I've seen in the past 20 or 30 
years," in John McEnroe's 
opinion Pete Sampras 

, HAT Spanish star 
Manuel Santana did 
each day during the 
fortnight when he won the 
1966 Wimbledon 
Championships Rewrote 
love poems to his wife 

MOUNT of Steffi Graf's 
money that German 
investigators report had 
passed through a secret 
bank account in 
Liechtenstein, leading to her 
father's arrest for tax 
evasion $14 3 million 

ER CENT of Germans 
surveyed in the weekly 
Bunfe who thought it was 
wrong that Steffi Graf's tax 
affairs should be handled in 
public 60 

EIGHT of the tallest 
doubles team on the 
pro tour in the Open Era 6' 

9 " Ian Williams and 6' 8" Bill 
Barber, first-round losers at 
the 1995 Volvo 
International 


“ { HE nickname England's 
i Fleet Street tabloids 
have given Mary Pierce: 
"Tfc|Body." 



7 UMBER of the last 17 
1 * grand slam men's 
singles finals in which at 
least one Amencan has 
appeared. 16. 


N; 


r ATIONS from which 
the semifmalists of the 
1995 Wimbledon girls' 
singles event came* Poland, 
Thailand, Russia and Japan. 


r HE No 1 rated television 
sport, after soccer, 
throughout most of Europe 
Tennis. 


A! 


DDRESS of the Mary 
> Pierce Fan Club: Sophie 
Binet, BP 32,95460 
Ezanville, France. 
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P LAYER whose 

endorsement deal with 
Nike is more lucrative now 
as a coach than when he 
ranked No. 4 in the world: 
Brad Gilbert. 

N umber of the top so 
men players who travel 
the pro tour with salaried 
coaches: 45. 

W HATU. S.Open 

tournament direaor 
Jay Snyder says he has 
issued the most code of 
conduct violations for: 
Illegal coaching. 

F ormer tennis 
champion who has a 
tattoo of a small red heart on 
her arm: Chris Evert. 






Y ear that Bill Tilden 
suggested the abolition 
of the Davis Cup Challenge 
Round format because it 
gave the defending 
champion nation too big an 
advantage: 1921.51 years 
before this change was made. 


A MAJOR reason why 
iapanese women 
players have been so 
successful in the 1990s, 
according to world No. 6 
Kiniiko Date: Because 
Japanese men players 
practise with them so much. 


N umber of serves 
Arantxa 

Sanchez* Vicarid tdt h|iainst 
Steffi Graf in their' . 
spectacular marathon 11th 
game of the third set In the 
1995 WimbledDn final: 44. 


P ERSON that former 
heavyweight boxing 
champion Mike Tyson has 
tattooed on his left forearm 
because he enlightened and 
fascinated Tyson: Arthur 
Ashe. 
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WORLD 


TENNIS 


O F 



N ' UMBER of subway cars 
running between 
Manhattan and the National 
Tennis Center that 
corporate endorser Nike 
papered with posters featuring 
AndU’ Agassi and Pete 
San^ '•as before the 1995 
U S. Open 200 

12 


'l^rUMBERof the 10 
IN toumaiqemsthat 
French Open chaxrfpion 
Thonuis Muster l;i«$ 

1995 in which hehaSloU;^ 
off ma^ points: 5. . 


P ER CENT of respondents 
in Tenn/s magazine 
(U S ) poll who said their 
teaching pro was "not at all" 
helpful m arranging games 
for them' 64. 


I ^LAYER that veteran Zina 
! Gamson-Jackson 
believes is so talented that 
"she could be No 1" in the 
world Natasha Zvereva 


A mount of money that 
the Chris Evert/Ellesse 
Pro-Celebrity Tennis Classic 
has raised for abused and 
neglected children since 
1989 $2 75 million 


/ OST of a 30-second TV 
commeraal in USA 
Network during the 1995 
U.S Open. $15,000 


j j OW much m fines, 

I I missed income from 
tournament suspensions, 
and other related expenses 
that 1995 Wimbledon bad 
boy Jeff Tarango expects to 
lose because of his 
misconduct* $150,000. 


» A < hat pro golfer Ivan 
V \ Lendl IS averaging per 
round after 16 events on 
the North Atlantic Tour: 79 


W HAT unseeded Amy 
Frazier did nght after 
upsetting sixth-seeded 
Mary Pierce at the 1995 U. S. 
Open: She went to a hospital 
to donate blood for a sick 
child. 

W HAT Arthur Ashe 
maintained in 1973 
"is the oiify real major issue 
in the world today": The 
overpopulation crisis. 

Compiled by Paul Fein 
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THE TRYING SIKH! 

Son of the Flying Sikh, Chiranjeev Miikha Singh, is determined not to rest on 
his laurels but work towards greater golfing glory. He recently finished second 
to Vijay Singh of Fiji in a tournament in Seoul thereby taking his Asian ranking 

to No. 5 


OU lake a look at the trendy 
'' jeans and the golf cap and 
take note of his Yankee 
drawl and you think, 
another NRl kid/ It is a red herring. 

Scratch deeper. Chiranjeev Miikha 
Singh is not what he actually looks. 

Even then, at first sight, you find too 
many paradoxes. Why would the son 
of Miikha Singh, the finest athlete 
India has ever produced, take up golf? 
For most of us, fed on vegetarian diets 
of tradition, there is a strong note of 
contradiaion in this 

But as you talk to him you know 
that here is a 23-year-old who knows 
his mind too well.'More, here is 
somebody who also understands the 
rules of the game too well. You find in 
him a golfing version of the yuppie 
who knows that success is the only 
thing that counts and for that you to 
work real hard. 

After all, how many of us would 
take a dass in 'the psychology of 
successfiil people' to improve our 
mental attitude and develop a 
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winning frame of mind. But that's 
what Chiranjeev (Jeev to his friends) 
did. He even coined a belief. "I am 
born to win," which he repeated to 
himself over and over and he even 
began writing this a hundred times in 
his notebook every evening. 

Perhaps it all had to do with destiny 
Why else would somebody in far off 
Canada present his father with golf 
clubs back in the early 70s? 

Even as IVlilkha Singh let the clubs 
gather dust in a corner of his house, it 
was young Chiranjeev who took a 
fancy to them. It was not easy for the 
young kid, then barely six years old, to 
handle the oversized clubs. So his 
father had one of them chopped and 
trimmed to enable him to chip and 
putt in his small lawn in their Sector 
VII home at Chandigarh 

The local golf course being nearby 
helped in fanning the flames of what 
was already becoming an 
all-consuming passion. As a young 
boy, Chiranjeev praaised putting 
with his friends on a small stretch of 


lawn in his backyard till the 
streetlights came on. 

As he made those neat little 
putts—sometime, somewhere deep 
down his 

sub-consciousness—Chiranjeev was 
discarding everything else in his life. 
He was on his way to become a 
professional golfer. And it did not 
matter anymore even if he could run 
100m in 13 seconds flat, he decided to 
take up golf as his career. 

Strange though it may seem, for 
Chiranjeev there was no long looping 
shadow of his famous father hanging 
over his shoulder. The 'Flying Sikh' 
had performed in the 60s and his son 
Chiranjeev was born only on 
December 15, 1971. It had all 
happened a decade too early and so 
Chiranjeev did not have«iucb trouble 
living out his father's exploits on the 
tracks. 

It was only when he grew up that he 
saw his father perform on faded video 
tapes. And so for him, his father's 
larger than life image as an athlete did 





ChiraniMV Milklui Sfngli hat ttw burning 
dntfm to makn ft big in Ibn pro circuit 

not seep deep down enough to inspire 
him to take up athletics. Golf was a 
positive choice for him. He was so 
badly hooked on to the game that no 
other game had a chance. 

May be, there was also a touch of 
pragmatism in that. What else do you 
expect from an American MBA? "If 
you're an athlete, your career is 
finished by the time you are 30. But 
golf can be your career for life," he 
rationalised. 

And now, that it's boomtime in 
Indian golf, it was in hindsight one 
great career move to take up a game 
which is bound to take him higher and 
higher in post-liberalisation India. For 
golf, more than any other game, is 
undoubtedly part of the corporate 
culture. 

Initial success came rather smoothly 
to Jeev. By the time he was 16, he had 
started playing in the amateur ranks 
and in a couple of years, he was the 
numero uno on the domestic circuit. 

It seemed that he was destined for 
greatness. Then strangely, his career 
graph started coming down. It was, as 
if, he had hit a mental block. It was a 
very crucial phase in a young golfer's 
life. 

Many prefer to take it easy once 
they have reached this stage. Some 
take the easier option of remaining 
amateurs. Others prefer to plough the 
steady but not-so-lucrative domestic 
circuit. 

And when Chiranjeev's game 
reached its nadir at the 1990 Beijing 
Asian Games, he knew it was time to 
start thinking again. "I was getting 
stale and I played real bad. In faa, I felt 
so bad that I firmed my resolve to be 
good again," he says. 

It meant a lot of tough decisions 
which required that the head overrule 
the heart. Twice in 1987, he had 
refused golf scholarships in the US. His 
worldview was limited to his "school 
friends and own house". It required 
an altogether radical change in his 
approach to his life and to begin the 
game afresh. 

And, finally in 1991, he accepted b 
scholarship In Abilene Christian 
University (Texas). It was 
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Chiranjeev's first real exposure to a 
totally different culture. It was not 
easy for a home-bred boy, cocooned 
in his own moorings, to adjust to such 
impersonal, alien surroundings. 

But at the back of his mind, 
Chiranjeev also knew that it was 
crunch time. He knew that it was a 
question of hanging in there. 

His hard work paid off during his 
sophomore year in 1993, as he won 
the NCC A Division II 'Player of the 
Year' award. It gave an upshot to his 
confidence and he knew that he was 
ready to ask himself the big question: 
"Am I ready now to turn pro"? 

His college coach Vince Jarrett and 
mentor Doug Sanders were all for it, 
with a few words of caution of course. 
In faa, when Chiranjeev once asked 
Sanders how much he should 
praaice, the latter replied: "Do not 
waste any sun". 

Those words held Chiranjeev in 
good stead as he^tarted off the 
Malaysian TDC tour on a breezy note, 
with two firsts and two seconds. The 
cards he returned were staggering. He 
shot 15-under in the Bukit Kiara 
championship and 13-under in Sinta 
Sayang—the two events he won. 

"At this stage, I thought I could kill 
everybody, " says Chiranjeev. But as it 
had happened earlier, it was followed 
by an inexplicable slump. "1 missed 
four cuts by one stroke each, it was 
very, very tough on me," he recalls. 

It was self-introspection time again. 
The problem, he reckoned, essentially 
lay with his short game. Something he 
is yet to overcome fully even now. 
"Mentally, 1 sometimes go a little 
negative on putting. To be honest, my 
putting has let me down badly so 
many times. In faa, on days when I 
get it right, 1 end up winning," he says. 

The two days he got his short game 
right, got him the best achievement in 
his pro-career. He shot 73, 71,66 and 
73 for an aggregate of 
283—five-under on a par 72 
course— CO claim the Shinhan 
Donghac Open Championship in 
South Korea in September. 

The prize money fetched him 
S67,S00 besides another $680 for the 
best round. It was a landmark in 


Indian golf history. And this was just 
the beginning. Back on the Indian 
circuit, Chiranjeev etched up one of 
the most engrossing finishes in local 
golf, in the SIEL-Army championship 
along with fancied Daniel Chopra, 
who took up Swedish citizenship in 
1992. 

Trailing by three strokes at the 
beginning of the final round, 
Chiranjeev clawed back to even 
things out and was on the verge of 
pulling off one of the most spectacular 
viaories on the local circuit. But for 
once, he fell prey to nerves as he 
three-putted the 13th hole and the 
chance was gone. 

Playing in the Toyota Crown Open 
tournament in Bangkok recently, 
Chiranjeev again managed to put 
things together. What followed was a 
clinical display of smart, aggressive 
golf. It was what he described as "one 
of the best weeks of golf 1 have ever 
played." Chiranjeev carded 69,69,67 
and 67 on the par-72 course to finish 
272, 16-under. 

The reward for him at the end was a 
gleaming Toyota Corolla 1.6 GXl 
automatic worth $28,500 in addition 
to a cheque of $7,000. Earlier in 
January, he won the Thai Airways 
International PGA Rak Khun Taho 
Fah tournament to gain exemption 
for the Thai tour. 

Most Indian golfers would prefer to 
sit on such laurels. What really makes 
Chiranjeev stand out from the pack is 
his burning desire to make it big. He 
genuinely believes that he can win a 
major. In faa, he would have been the 
first Indian probably to qualify for a 
major when he shot four-under on 
the first day in the 71 -par British Open 
qualifying. But a disastrous second 
round put paid to his hopes. 

Nevertheless, Jeev continues to 
make forays in the European circuit. 
Though he is currently, playing in the 
$3 million Asian PGA tour and his 
performance has been less than 
inspiring, he is more keen to make it 
on the $35 million European PGA 
circuit. 

It will not be easy, but a 
combination of self-belief and talent 
might just see him through. • 
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ANALYSIS 


SUPERCILIOUS 

MEGASTARS 

You don 7 always need talent to be a winner, you need attitude 

COLORSPORT 
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so 

be to gain 

into lakes to 

optimum in rare 

talking here is 
winning consistently in World 

Viv Richards ovary a 

superatar 


W HAT S commoti 
Ik lwet n Vivian 
Rk hards h)hn 
MiFnroe Diego 

Maradona Mike Tyson and Gwen 
Tone net. ’ He re s tlie eit al—the y art 
spoilingsLipersiats ihampionsof 
tluir rtspeelivi eras ininiorials in the" 
Hall ol F anie But the ir personas on 
the lie'ld have also been eharaeteiised 
byasinglegiiahty arrogance 








grand slam tournaments. Test ability and fitness it may not be the brllliant,but inconsistent. But one 

matches, the Olympics, heavyweight possible for even the most carefully thing is constant, they are all 

championship bouts, motor sport progranuned computer to distinguish subconsciously trying to finetune 

Grand Prix and the like. There is one top player from another. The their systems—physical and 

hardly a place for the chivalrous, desire to win may be so strong in each psychoiogical'performance—to fill 

ever-smiling, charitable do-gooder in of them that it may be that extra bit of their very beings with a feeling of 

fiercely competitive events like these, something that may determine the invincibility, a quality which is so 

How do top sportspersons cope day winner. important while vying for the 

after day in supercharged Different individuals have different honours in the highest tier of sporting 

atmospheres where the difference ways of not only coping with competition. Let us focus on John 

between winning and losing could be pressure-cooker situations but also McEnroe. His behaviour on court 

so minute that even the tiniest lapse emerging championsi Some exude a would at most times be appalling. For 

could be catastrophic? In terms of quiet confidence, some are theatrical, the most part it wasn't funny though 

the intense types have their ownpsy- often nauseating. But even the most 

Romrio: m accMiirie gmiw che as do the percentage players and unforgiving critic could not deny that 
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I he was a tennis player par excelleace 
' An awesome talent who portrayed a 
herce pnde in his performance and an 
unflagging desire to wm, an attitude 
that led him on countless occasions to 
make outrageous remarks and even 
msuit umpires and Imes persons 
McEnroe demanded total 
perfection from himself and expected 
the same from others This is not to 
condone his behaviour but only to 
reflect about the mental makeup of a 
great champion and his way of urging 
himself to attain lofty heights in an 
mdividual sport in which only a 
handful are remembered McEnroe 
will be remembered as long as tennis is 
piayed and one cannot help but 
disagree with those who opme that he 
would have been an even greater 
player had he kept his temper m 
check The angner McEnroe got, the 
better he seemed to play Rarely did he 
look happy with himself, and others, 
but won most of the ume 
Like McEnroe, Jimmy Connors was 
another explosive package He could 
be brusque, though often comical as 
well, disdainful and even obscene, but 
he never believed a match was lost 
until the fat lady sang Connors' 
mtense will to fight till he dropped 
dead, could stir the crowd like no 
other and he made such astonishmg 
comebacks to win matches from 
hopeless situations that they are the 
stuff legends are made of Certamly he 
could be haughty and rebelkous but 
one never, ever heard of him 
surrendenng a match he could have 
won In contrast, if you wanted a 
perfea gentleman on court, close at 
hand was a player of immense talent 
who was apt to break into a broad 
smile even after losing a match. His 
nameis ViJayAmntraj But we will 
remember him But we also have to 
live with his moderate record 
Top flight sport demands a rare 
blend of mental attributes and skills 
allied to physical effort. In most other 
fields, either physical or mental 
demands are made of an expert In 
sport compention is of the most direct 
kind, visible and in close proximity. It 
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may even be Intimidating, making it 
necessary for a player to charge 
himself up. Monetary compensation 
may be enormous for the best, but 
survival is invariably difficult for the 
second string. Careers form but a 
fraction of a lifetime with thousands 
aspiring for the same little space on 
the victory podium. It shouM, 
therefore, not surprise many to find 
champions who seem, or may actually 
be, haughty. If they were timid and 
generous on the field, they would not 
be in the first place. 

The gum-chewing Vivian Richards, 
nose held imperiously in the air, 
strolling into the ^und, looking 
haughtily at the opposition, appeared 


every inch a proud superstar. While 
Richards showed pride in his bearing, 
soccer players like Romario and 
Maradona can be summned up as 
eccentric geniuses. They flit from one 
controversy to another; however, 
humility has never been a quality 
either one possesses. What they did 
manage, however, was to win the 
World Cup in a sport that is truly 
global, for their respective countries. 

On the flip side, there are so many 
heart-rending stories of outstanding 
talent not flowering but often 
floundering into alcoholism, drugs 
and anonynuty. We only have to 
think of names such as Gtmrge Best, 
Pat Cash, Jennifer Capriati and 


Joha McEihm: axpacM total parfacliea Inai 
OtiMfOlOO 

Laxman Sivaramakrishnan to realise 
that God-given attributes can be easily 
squandered due to the lack of a strong 
mental framework. 

Some of the present-day 
champions—Sampras, Agassi, Lara, 
Tendulkar, Schumacher—are not 
volatile, supercilious megasurs. 
Perhaps they are composed 
individuals who have their own way 
of existing in the extremely 
competitive atmosphere that is their 
lot, or maybe modern sports 
psychology has something to do with 
it. But it is never too long before we 
find yet another of the arrogant kind 
climbing the pedesul. • 
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I T has been realJy depressing to 
read about the battle of wills 
between Damon Hill and Michael 
Schumacher. 1 mean, after all in 
the high risk world of motor 
racing, if two rivals are so intent 
on trying to harm each other, it 
only bodes ill for sport. 
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FOCUS 


WANTED: 

SPONSORS 

URGENTLY 

KABADDI is rapidly gaining popularity, especially in places like 
Europe and Japan, In India, kabaddi which is immensely 
popular in the rural areas, could do with much needed 
sponsorship to boost the popularity of the sport. After all, Ihis is 
the sport in which we won the only gold medal in the Beijing Asian 
Games 


I T might sound crazy but Aijuna 
Award winner Ashoke Shinde 
was offered a £2000 contraa to 
play kabaddi for a club in 
Leicester, England The offer was 
made during a trip by the national 
team to that country. 

That Shinde could not take up the 
offer due to some family problems is 
another matter but the fact is that in 
faraway Europe, kabaddi is growing as 
a popular, professional sport. 

Why r\ot'> Even from the marketing 
point of view (the ultimate logic 
which decides a sports future these 
days), kabaddi is a great business 
proposition For one, it is an all-aaion 
sport which ensures good spectator 
response. Moreover, it can be played 
both indoor and outdoors, needing a 
small area of 50-odd metres This, in 
turn, means that there is tremendous 
scope to sell the sport on TV. 

It Is indeed a marvel of modern 
technology that a game like golf. 


S. RajaralliiiMi. wlw M India to tha NirosMM 
Aaiad IvMdl gold, la balng jNrmnM dit 
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Spread langorously over 5000-odd 
yards or more, played over IS holes on 
four days, can be so effeaively 
marketed. So why not kabaddi? 

But the game, which saved India 
the blushes (remember the 1990 
Beijing Asiad when wc were starved 
for a gold medal until our kabaddi 
tnumph) has been left untouched by 
most sponsors Most games have 
found one saviour or other in the 
shape of a sponsor—a corporate 
group willing to finance it on a regular 
basis—but not kabaddi. Probably, 
nobody has given the idea much 
thought For. after all. the game is 
tremendously popular in several 
pockets of India. In rural Maharashtra 
and Tamil Nadu, it is an all-consuming 
passion Maybe the real problem here 
is that games which have sponsors are 
upmarket 

What probably has not been fully 
thought of IS that kabaddi's rural 
populanty can be turned as its plus 


/ 


\ 



point rather than as a minus. Of 
course, there are so many produas 
which are specifically targeted at the 
rural audience. Produas like Desighee 
or chyavanprash or cheap soaps— 
could be effeaively used to sell the 
game. Yet few are thinking on those 
lines. In any case, what else could be 
expeaed when there is not even a 
video cassette of the Beijing Asiad 
available? To think that India's lone 
gold triumph has passed like the wind 
rather than preserved on film for 
future generations to savour. Nobody 
has a film of the Hiroshima Asian 
I games triumph as well. None, but the 
Japanese TV. which beamed the game 
live across the country. 

Little wonder then that both Shinde 
and G. Rajarathnam. the other 
recipient of the Award ceremony. The 
duo bought a video film cassette of the 
funaion held at Rashtrapati Bhavan 
on August 29. to preserve for posterity 
what can only be described as the 
climax of their dreams and aspirations. 

Meanwhile. Japan, which has a 
long standing tradition in martial arts, 
has taken rather well to the game. In 
tact, kabaddi is one of the rising sports 
in the island nation. 

"It is amazing the kind of strides 


Coach GaiilM viralcliiiia Iht boys in Irafaia^ 

they have made in the few years." said 
Rajarathnam. the captain of the 
Indian team to Hiroshima. "The only 
thing they lack right now is 
experience Once they gam that, they 
will be as good, if not better, than us.” 

But one must not forget the deeper 
meaning attached to all that. Kabaddi 
is a traditional rural sport, extremely 
popular in several states in India. But 
now it has been hustled onto the 
international scene and it is not easy 
for India to remain on top without an 
effort 

"Japan is keenly studying the finer 
aspeas of our game. On the other 
hand, our youngsters have no chance 
to watch the national squad in action 
and imbibe the finer aspeas of their 
game.” says Shinde. 

The scenario becomes more 
interesting as well as complicated with 
European countries joining the party. 

It is well-known that the European 
countries have always moulded a 
game to suit their style and 
temperament, hcxikey being a good 
example. With its nsing popularity, it 
would not be fortuitous to foresee such 

a scenario, happening in kabaddi. The 



coming up of professional kabaddi 
clubs in England is just a teaser trailer 
of the shape of things to come. The 
whole problem is that despite the 
overwhelming popularity ol kabaddi 
in rural areas, it has never really taken 
off as a city sport. True, we may find a 
lot ol young boys playing the game in 
town parks but it is just a gentle 
pastime there. It is only in the villages 
that it is thought ol as something more 
than a pastime: a full-fledged sport. 

"In terms of picsiige, the village 
tournaments are mure important 
than even the World Ciij), if ever there 
was one, * says Shmde. who works as a 
flight purser in Air India 

Agrees Rajarathnani, "In pockets of 
rural Tamil Nadu, the popularity ot 
the game is unimaginable Several 
pri/e money championships are held 
in closed tents with makeshift 
wooden gallei ies For some 
tournaments, we have crowds of over 
20,000, much more than the 
stadium's capacity. In fact, tickets 
worth Rs. 10-20 are sold for over Rs. 

50 and often police have to resort to a 
lathi charge to get things under 
control." 

Rajarathnam, wlio works as a head 
clerk in the Integral Coach Factory, 
Madras, speaks from first hand 
experience. It was only in one of those 
small village tournaments that he first 
made his mark as a defence player of 
immense promise. "For every temple 
function, there is a kabaddi 
tournament. And there are several 
inter-village tournaments," says 
Rajarathnam. 

It was after seeing him perform in 
such tournaments that some of his 
village folks encouraged him to work 
harder and he was selected for the 
district team in 1977. Two years later, 
he was playing for Tamil Nadu in the 
Nationals. But the India cap still 
remained eight years away. It finally 
came in the 1987 SAF Games in 
Calcutta. 

Both Shinde and Rajarathnam hit 
the big time with the Asian Games and 
have been duly honoured by their 
respective state governments in 
Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu 
respectively. Both these state 
governments have done their bit to 
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KABADDt: PRESENT AND FUTURE 

The official angle 

T he urban-rural divide is apparent in the perception of kabaddi in 
India. K.O. Gautam. chairman, technical committee of the Asian 
Kabaddi Federation of Asia and the doyen of the game in Northern India 
maintains that despite winning two successive gold medals, kabaddi 
players lack adequate media exposure. The Kabaddi Federation of IiTdia 
' (KFI) has worked diligently to promote the game in India. 

Mr Gautam admits, "Let us admif that our (kabaddi) position is much 
lower compared to cricket or tennis. But then we should not lose 
whatever chances come our way. The KFI has used every possible 
opportunity to popularise and spread this indigenous sport." A veteran 
kabaddi and kho-kho administrator, Gautam says, "The backbone of 
kabaddi in India are the 36 recognised All-India tournaments. We have 
divided the tournaments into three grades—A,B, and C. The grading is 
given on the basis of facilities offered by the organisers." For instance, 
organisers of Agrade tournaments have to provide train fare, board and 
lodging, incidentals, TA/DA. There arc over a dozen 'A' grade kabaddi 
tournaments in India. 

Asiad gold medal successes may not have made Indian kabaddi players 
household names but it has certainly provided more visibility and status to 
the game. Previously, a major dilemma for kabaddi players was 
employment. Gautam admits the inability to get jobs has caused many 
kabaddi players to give up the sport. He said the problem was accentuated 
as many kabaddi players were not graduates and hence employment in 
public sector undertakings was difficult. In years gone by jobs for kabaddi 
players were only available in Maharashtra. Gautam and several other 
kabaddi officials praised the support given by Sharad Pawar, former chief 
minister of Maharashtra to this sport. 

Mr Gautam says that employment provided by Mahindras, Bank of 
Maharashtra, Bank of Ban>da and Bank of Sangli in Maharashtra 
sustained kabaddi for many years. Even kabaddi players from Bengal 
came to Maharashtra for a job. Gautam however admits that the Asiad 
successes has enhanced job prospeas for kabaddi players. He says, "Now 
units like CRPF, BSF, ITBP, Delhi Police, Steel Plants, Indian Railways and 
Delhi Electric Supply Undertaking (DESU) are providing employment to 
both men and women kabaddi players." 

No longer are kabaddi players getting step-motherly treatment in their 
respective offices. Shantaram Yadav is an officer in the bank of 
Maharashtra, G. Rajarathnam is in the officer grade with the Post and 
Telegraphs office. Both Bhola Guin and Randhir Singh are senior ticket 
colleaors in the Railways. Lai Chand has got promoted toa Deputy 
Commandant in the CRPF while Joginder Singh and Shyam Lai are 
inspectors in ITBP and the BSF respectively. Tfraath Raj who joined DESU 
as a clerk is now an assistant ^rts officer. Gautam, an authw of several 
rules books on kabaddi says such promotions will inspire future 
generations to take to this sport 

This veteran kabaddi administrator is confident that his spoil WSl 
always retaiii its immense popularity in rural India, especially In 
Maharashtra, Bengal, Punjab, Haryana and Delhi. The motto of the 
Kabaddi Federation of India (KFI) is 'slow and steady wins the race' and 
Gautam is thriiled at the gradual but condhteot progress. 



FOCUS 


help sustain the spon. Both the Tamil 
Nadu and Maharashtra state 
governments offer jobs to sportsmen 
on the kabaddi quota. It has enabled 
several village boys to get a decent job 
which in turn has spurred more to 
take the game, not only as a sport, but 
as a career. 

Yet it is not the job but the prestige 
which is the driving force behind 



takes pride in the subtlety of his game. 

Shinde, who first represented India 
in 1989 in the SAF Games held at 
Islamabad, is known for his all-out 
offence game in the best traditions of 
Maharashtra. He is regarded as the 
master of his trade. On the contrary, 
Rajarathnam prefers to hold on to the 
corner as a defensive specialist. 
"Modern kabaddi is a bit like total 


"All my brothers have been keen 
sportsmen but actually it is my 
mother's encouragement which has 
been the driving force behind me, ” 
says Rajarathnam. "My mother is 
extremely interested in sports and 
games. She will watch each and every 
match played in our town, whatever 
be the game." 

Shinde's family, too, is addicted to 








kabaddi's popularity, especially in the 
villages. In his village Owali, 100 kms 
from Ratnagiri in southern 
Maharashtra, Shinde is a mega star 
and an idol for young boys. 

In faa, the village stays deep inside 
him whether he is playing the game in 
nearby Pune or faraway London. *I 
am essentially rooted to the village I 
come from, ’ says Shinde and so does 
Reyarathnam. One can find the echoes 
of his village in his style of play, which 
he characterises as Maharashtrian. 

'We emphasise on skill. On things 
like toe touch, hand touch, kick or 
jump whereas the Northern Indian 
style is more of strength,' he says. For 
Shinde, kabaddi is something mudi 
more than brawn and punch and he 


football. You have to do everything. 
But 1 prefer the defensive role,' he 
says. 

But Rajarathnam, who skippered 
India in the 1994 Asian Games, gets all 
worked up as he talks about the 
kabaddi controversy at Hiroshima: 
'The umpiring in the match which 
was finally abandoned was extremely 
poor. At least 10 of our toe touches or 
hand touches were simply 
overlooked. But we managed to prove 
our mettle in the filial.* 

Both Rajarathnam and Shinde have 
been regulars in the Indian squad for 
sometime now and it is not surprising 
that both come from similar 
backgrounds of sport-loving rural 
families. 


Coach K.D. QaMam <ia Mm track pains, hack li 

KarMN Siagb Siadiaai 

sports. And colieaively, it just 
highlights the role of family in 
moulding and nurturing a sportsman. 
But there is one more iihportant thing 
to note. India'SLStrength in kabaddi lies 
in the rural areas. But now with the 
growing globalisation of the sport, it is 
faced with a Hobson's choice: either 
maintain the spirit of the sport or be 
prepared to make way for the new 
forces from abroad. Or change with 
the times. And use words unheard of 
in the sports lexicon so far: sponsors, 
TV, marketing, technology. 

Only time will tell which way it 
finally goes.# 
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(left) 

PRINCESS DIANA has always 
had a paachant for controvarsy 
aad tha latast scandal in har IHa 
invohras har sacrat trysts with 
England's myby cafitain Will 
Carling. Carlin's wifa Julia has 
lafi homa saying. "I am losing my 
hushand in a way ovar wdiich I 
hava no control." Both Carling 
and Princass Di admit that thay 
ara onlY 'good* friands. but after 
tha madia brought tha caso out in 
tha open Carling was rapantant 
"I'm nahra. I'm sany." 

*1n ratraspact. I was wrong/' 
whinad Carting. Mattars cams to 
a hand whan Carling was spottad 
leaving Princass Di s homo ana 
avaning. ones thay waia spatiad 
onisida a gym and had pao|ila 
wondering whathar ha was sat up 
by tha tabiaids and as to who 
informad tha madia. 

Now. avan tha Princass is 
staaring away from Carling as 
she daas not wantto ha laballad a 
lianM hraafcar^. And so at tha and 
af It Carling finds hfansalf alana. 

IHlim WIIVaINi inMNi 




Boxing is in tha naws again, and 
ones more H'sfor tha wrong 
raasans. Tha already fragmanlad 
boxing world, now without an 
univarsal haavywaight 
champion, witnassad soma high 
voHaga drama after tha WBC bout 
hatwaan Frank Bruno and Oliver 
McCall, itop) 

Though Frank Bruno won the 
fight on an unanimous decision, 
controvarsy surrounded Oliver 
McCall who was slapped with a 
ban after tha fight for failing to 
taka drug tests. Promotor Don 
King called it a 'storm in a paa 
cup. and assured. "This will bo 
sorted out the moment wo speak 
with tha WBC." 

WBC bowavar claims that 
McCall did not submit to tha 
obligatory drug tost aithor hafora 
or after the fight McCall however 
defends himself saying. "Drugs 
hava never bean a thing for mo— 
you think I would bring ovar my 
family, my wife and my kids and 
avan coMamplata anything like 
that I did tha drug test tha bast 
way I could. Sura I was worried I 
was passing soma blood, but I 
gave as much as I could." 

Wo haven't hoard of the verdict 
yet but since McCall has got Don 
King behind him. there's no 
guessing which way the verdict 
will go 
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CMcno Dhani a rustic village 
tucked away in Rajasthan, near 
Jaipur, cama aliva whan the 
mandarins af Indian cricket mat 
at the village far the BCCI annual 
meeting h was a lavish affair 
with all the bigwigs in 
attendance Mr Inderjit Smgh 
Bindra and Jagmahan Dalmia 
were re-elected ance again 
Picturf shows Ifram nght) 

Bindra. Dalmia. Amrit Mathur and 
Sunil Day donning traditional 
Rajastbani head gear 










With English cricket now on a 
roll, tho England cricketors ore 
all smiles once again. Martin 
Bicknell. who has plaved in two 
Tasts and savan ona-tlay 
internationals for English was all 
smiles as he tested a BMW 540 i. 
Bicknall was vary impressed 
with the £36.450 car which ha 
teatad for a weak. Ha said later. 
“From start to finish this has baen 
a very anioyable weak. The BMW 
540 i is a luxury car with real 
t^er.** Things are looking up 
financially for English cricketors. 


4 ^.' 


It took bimaSyoarstogotinstlco. 
but when it came, it was good 
nows for Bobby Murdoch a 
former footballer, who played SO 
times for Scotland. He bad 
snapped his ankle 33 years ago. 
and in an historic verdict a OSS 
medical tribunal ruled that ha bad 
suffered “industrial injury", and 
hence would be entitled to 
thousands of pounds backdated 
to 1962. 

Murdoch, now virtually a 
cripple, was overioyed with the 
veraict. He said. I had to play 
through tho pain barrier after 
being hurt This is a victory for all 
injured footballers." 







In wbat was one of the most 
bizarre goals witnessed in recent 
International football. Peter 
Scbumichal. the goalkeeper of 
Mancbseter United scored a goal 
against Rotor Volgogard. His goal 
came off a headar. after a comer 
kick in the 99th minute. His goal 
howavar could not prevent his 
team from crashing out from the 
UEFA Cup. even though they drew 
tfie matcn losing on the away 
goal rule 





Fame to often has apnea and 
England soccer star Pool Morson 
isjming his debt to fame Having 
faflen a victim to dnnk and drm, 
Meison IS net only in danger of 
losing hit carter, hut also his 
wife and three kids Hit wife 
Lorraine has lomed m the hatHo 
to save her husband from drugs 
and drink But she has done to 
wHh a warning,, one more 
chance Tbebairsnowin 
Wlersen*s court 
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^ HERE will never be a boxer 
like Muhammad Ah, a 
batsman of the class of Sir 
Donald Bradman or 
footballer in the league of Pele and a 
jockey as great as Lester Piggoit 

On September 9,1995 the man 
who became a legend in his lifetime 
decided to call' TIME'" on a nding 


career that dominated British racing 
for 4 decades With his 60th birthday 
less than 2 months awayahe maestro 
announced that he had made his last 
comeback and ridden his last winner 

A near mythical figure Piggott 
bridged the gulf between raang 
enthusiasts and the outside world 
When the Derby came around. 
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once-a-year punters wanted to know 


THE PI660TT FACT RUE 

1M: November S, bom Wantage 

nH: April 7, Ufst mount on The Chase <uiiplaced) at Sallriniiy, August 18. first winner on The 
Chase at Haydock 
1848: Rode six winners 

IIBOb 52 Winners. October 20. suspended for remainder of the season lor crossing on Bamade at 
Newbury. 

iMs 51 Winneis. including Mystery IX m the Eclipse Stakes 

1181:79 Winners Beaten a neck on Gay Time in the Derby Rode first Royal Ascot winner. 
1I6R41 winners including Zucchero. Comatlon Cup 

1881: Won Deihy on Never Say Die (33-1) Suspended for riding of Never Say Die at Ascot. 
Licence withdrawn until September 28 

IHB: 103 winners first century Succeeded Sir Gordon Richards as first Jockey to Noel Murless. 
INI; 129 winners 

1887:122 winners Won Derby and 2000 Guineas on Crepello Won Oak*s on Carrozza for the 
Queen Won Gold Cup on Zarathustra Won Eclipse Sukes on Arctic Bscplorer 
19BR 83 winners, won Gold Cup and Ebor Handicap on Gladness for Vincent O'Brien 
IM: 142 winners Won Oaks Sussex Sukes Yorkshire Oaks and Champion Stakes on Petite 
Etoile. Coronation Cup on NagamI 

IfiBe Champion Jockey for the first time. 170 winners February 22 marrries Susan * daughter of 

Sam Armstrong the New Market Trainer Won Deiby and St Leger on St Paddy 

ItBI: 164 winners Won St Leger on Aurelius. Eclipse on St Paddy Gold Cup on PandofeU. 

1812:96 winners Suspended June 4 to July 28 for ridmg of lone at Nottingham 

180:175 winners Won Gold Cup on Twilight Alley Royal Hunt Cup on Spaniards Close 

1881: Champion Jockey. 140 winners First French Classic POule d'Essel Jes Pouliches on Rajput 

Princess. St James Palace Stakes and Sussex Stakes on Roan Rocket 

180: Champion jockey. 160 wmners. King George VI & Queen Elizabeth Stakes. Irish Derby on 
Meadow Court. Eight winners at Royal Ascot 

190: Champion jockey. 191 winners career best Ends association with Noel Muriess Won 

Oaks on Valorls. King George VI & Queen Elizabeth Stakes on Aunt Edith 

ISST* 117 winners Champion Jockey Won St Leger and Irish Derby on Rlbocco 

1918:139 wmners. Champion jockey Won 2.000 Guineas Derby Champion Stakes and 

Washington International on Sir Ivor Won St Leger and Irish Derby on Ribero 

1999: Champion jockey 163 winners Won Coronation Cup and King George VI and Queen 

Elizabeth Stakes on Park Top Washington International on Karabas 

1878: Champion Jockey. 162 wmners Won Triple Crown 2000 Guineas. Derby and St Leger as 
well as King George VI and Queen Elizabeth Stakes on Nijinsky 1000 Guineas on Humble Duty. 
1871: Champion Jockey. 162 winners Won St Leger on Athens Wood 

1872:103 winners Fourth in list Won Derby on Roberto, equalling Jem Robinson's record of six 
successes m the race, set up in 1836 Won St Leger on Boucher. French Derby on Hard To Beal. 
1873; 129 winners Second in list WonPnxdel'ArcdeTnompheonRheIngold Coronation Cup 
onRobeno St James Palace Sukes July Cup and Sussex Sukes on Thatch 
W9:143 winners Second lii list Won King George VI and Queen Elizabeth Stakes on Dahlia 
1879; 113 winners Third in list Won Oaks on Juliette Mamy Eight winners at Royal Ascot, 
including Gold Cup on Sagaro 

1819:87 winners Seventh m list Won record seventh Derby on Empery 
1877:103 winners Fourth In list Won Derby King George VI &• Queen Elizabeth Sukes and 
Irish Derby on The Minstrel PnxdeL'arcdeTriomphe on Alleged Gold Cup on Sagaro 
1818; 97 winners Fifth in championship Prix de L'arcde Trtomphe on AUe^ 

1878:77 winners Sixth in championship Won Gold Cup on Le Moss 

1988:156 winners Second in list Won Coronation Cup on Sea Chines* July Cup and Vesnous 
Spnnt Cup on Moorestyle^ French Oaks on Mrs Penny. 

1911: Champion jockey. 179 winners First jockey to Henry Cedi April 23. dragged through 
suUs at Epsom Thiity-ofie stitches Apnl 30. won 1.000 Guineas on Fairy Footsteps 
190: Champion Jock^ for fifth and final lime. 188 winners Won an 11th Gold Cup on Atdross. 
July 26th rode AOOOth winner under Jockey Club Rules on Sparkling Sin at Nottingham. 

190:150winners S«-cond in list Won ninth Derby on Teenose CormuilonCupoA&eMy 
Nanve 

1999:100 winners. Third m list Rode 28th classic snccess on Commanche Run in St. Leger to 
break reconl of 27 classic winners established by Frank Buckle in I g27 
199|34wmnen Freelance Won 2 000 Guineas on Shadeed Announces retirement October 
29. "firul" winner Full Chdee at Nottingham 

00: Commences training with 74 horses in Eve Lodge Stables Hamilton Road. Newmarket 


only one thing—^what was Lester 
riding? 

A genius in the saddle, an enigma 
out of one. people longed to know 
what Lester was really like Was there 
more to him than met the eye, or less 
thfin people imagined ? 

For every point there was a counter 


10l:Trains31 winnersbefore October 2 3 sentenced to three years linphsonment for tax and 
vat offences 

190; October 24. released from High Fomt prison. Bury Si Edmunds 

1998; Octolwr 15. resumes riding at Leicester, beaten short head on Lupcscu October 16. wins on 
Nichotas at Chepstow and comj^tes double on Shining Jewel, Oember 27. wins Breeden* Cup 
Mile on Royal Academy for Vineem O'Brien at Beltnont Park 

1981:48winners. WlnsKmgBdward Vlt sukeson Saddler's Hallat Royal Xcrot Wins Classic 
tn^ n turf ISnvlutfori Cnp In Bulla at Madras on Delage. 

t 19|l;3^w1fHi9cs«WbtnCoik6>Orii^onCoAftgeChapeliorOTMenaiRoyalAscot NelIGwyn 
aiidFWxhKMsthBiakespiiNic^ ^ 

. ^ 19 wfnnemBallnott^ St^ces'onl.fmcin Souffle BUnbury cup on En Attendant. 



PERSONALITY 



Piagolfi unique style of ridinq 'short* in 
spite of his ebeve-averege height made 
him conspicuous on race tracks the world 


point. Piggoit was a misery; no he was 
full of dry humour. He was mean; no, 
he was regularly engaged in acts of 
quiet charity. He was selfish; no, he 
was generous with advice. 

On and off the racecourse, Lester 
Piggoit has always made his own 
rules, but the rule he never broke was 
that being second was not good 
enough. As a personality Piggott may 
remain a mystery, but as a jockey he 
left his mark everywhere he rode. 

Tall fora flat jockey, Piggott 
developed his own inimitable style, 
short siirruped, high bottomed, 
supiemely effective. As trophies and 
records, classics and championships 
piled up, race fans came to believe that 
thejr hero was capable of 
anything—and he often was. 

Piggott did his homework before 
every race, and was a master of pace 
and timing. He could control a race 
from the front, but punters loved to 
see him swoop late, with arrogant 
accuracy. They had enormous 
confidence in his ability and, at his 
peak, during the Sixties and Seventies 
and when it really mattered, Lester 
rarely let his fans down. 

On occasions,he brought a skewed 
fierceness and machine gun whip 
action into play, never more tellingly 
than when compelling Roberto to 
master Rheingold in the 1972 Derby. 
Piggott made Epsom his own, first in 
company with Noel Murless and then 
with Vincent O'Brien 

But only Piggott could have retired 
at 50. slpged a comeback at the age of 
54 


"I don't know ahdtlier kind oil 

says Lester Piggott on his career 

KENNETH HARRIS: Well, here you ar^, Mr Piggott, some saying 
the greatest Jockey of the generation, and some saying the 
greatest Jockey ever. How did you come to be a Jockey in the first 
place? . . . 

PIGGOTT; Bom into it.' 


Did you ever want to do anything else? 

No. 

Supposing you were reborn andhad to grow up into a different 
career what would you choose? 

Motor-car racing. 

You remind me of Lord Attlee, Mr Piggott: you answer 
questions as if you were filling In an application for a driving 
licence. Let me put you some nmre general questiqns and try to 
get you to expand. And if I put up my hand,like this, will you take 
it that I'm asking you to, so to speak, go off the bit? For instance: 
What is the particular kind of excitement about motorcar racing 
that appeals to you? 

You go as fast as you dare: you get hurt if you lose control: you're 
competing with other people: you're doing it to win. 


And to make money? 

Most of us would be doing it whether there was money or no money. 
Some of the best trainers are very wealthy men—they don't have to do 
anything for money. But they work as if they were broke. I'd be in racing if 
1 had to pay to be in racing. It's life to me. I don't know another kind of life. 


What other attributes must a Jockey have? 

A jockey has got to make horses want to run for him. Sometiipes ahorse . 
and a jockey won't hit it off. 

Then, you've got to have judgement—can you get through that gap.or 
not? Is the pace too slow? Is it so slow that if I poach a lead of four lengths 
here, three furlongs out, I can hang on and win by a neck?-And you've got 
to do your homework—find out as much as yoii can about the other 
horses, so that when you see one in frontof you, you can guess whathe 
can do. 

Sometimes you can work out tactics in advance, but sometimes you've 
got to change them. Sometime they (bn't conw off^you's^ got to keep 
thinking about racing all the time. - ' •. - '•' ■ ’! ,. 4. 




Has anyjockey influenced your riding? ; ' ' ; 

No, if you're as tali as lam-^ ft 7 in.T-you Vegoi to work out yopr bwrf ' ;■ 
method. Most jockeys aresoial! men. ThereWeri^'t any mpdejii 
jockeys like me in my time. Gortfon Ridiat^vyaasmaU eve^s}oi^a)?^^^-: / 
he could doelght stone vidthouteffdh,' - ; ';C ]■ h. 

There'san advantage in beiriitall; 
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always There Isa great American jockey. Shoemaker, and he s only seven 
stone And Oordon Richards agaii>>-eisiit stone If you've got a good 
length of leg, you can communicate more with the horse, squeeze him 
with your knees, control him generally—show him you are there 

There's the other side, the disadvantages I've got to earn my living in a 
pretty strenuous game working at about 11/2 stone below my natural 
weight Some people exaggerate how I live 1 don't starve and 1 don t live 
on agars and the Financisl Tunes, and I don't drive to every race meeting 
in a rubber suit But you can't eat and dnnk what might come naturally to 
you 

If I'm riding at eight stone six, I have a boiled egg and a bit ot toast for 
breakfast Iflhavetodocightstonefivethatday III give up the egg 

Two last questions then: Horses and Men. What strikes you about 
th«n most looking back at them over the years? 

There's two sides to a horse In the natural state his speed is what keeps 
him alive—if there's danger, he runs But he livesin a herd and even when 
he s running away from danger he doesn't like to be first he likes to be in 
the middle of the herd 

That's what makes all racehorsesuRerestlng to deal with 1 think it's 
what gives them their character Because horses are very interesting 
There s no two alike And of course nature taught a horse to run but not to 
be ridden So there's the relationship between the horse and the man on 
his back 

And what about human nature? 

Well, people on their own are different from people to crowds People on 
their own are all right, but in crowds something comes over them They 
just want to be on the winner 

You nde a damn good race and get beaten a shon head when you 
thought you'd be lucky to get within three lengths of the leader, and you 
may get booed You make a mistake in the race, get shut in, or your horse 
does something silly, or you're unlucky, and you win by a short head 
when you should have won by a length and a half->and they clap It's not 
your riding it's whether they win or lose 

Well, 1 want to win, too But I don't pay much attention, whether they 
dap, or whether they don't, 1 think you only pay attention if you care 
aibout what people thmk of you And you only care if you thtnka lot about 
yourself I don't think about myself much Itlidnk about radng 

ihtt wiay cveet wqA«1Mlg race you come In widi a 

fiacof^snairiHeT -* 

j it'^fotsomeihingKodowithh, ^ 

TiminMilcedvety OQiiaal0«iib%>.l^ a really great 

ineeAttIdf tile styles danNi! II jdietfbottoUm 
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54, and, within a fortnight, won the 
Breeders' Cup Mile on Royal 
Academy. 

Willie Carson, who for so many 
years was one of Lester Piggoli's 
leading adversaries in the saddle said 
after Piggoii's reiiremeni, "He had a 
great will to win and he was a very 
hard man to beat in a race. He was 
always unpredictable but he got * 
himself on the best horses. And he 
revolutionised riding styles as he rode 
very short for a jockey at just over 5fi. 
7ins. Because of that you could always 


Piggirti b • mail who hot sota ika apa 
aad dawat af faaw ia lha ml taasa. Ha'a 
baan iha toast af ihs rich, baa baan bahiad 
bars, baa gaaa tbroagb a brokaa amriaos 
aad baa woa the awtl a i a n bar of raeiaa 
tMat 

pick out the Piggott silhouette with 
the bottom sticking up in the air, and 
you knew the longer it stayed that 
way the better he was going. 

There have been two great jockeys 
in the 20th century—Gordon 
Richards and Lester Piggott—and 
although there will be other great 
jockeys there will not be another 
Lester Piggott. • 

ISIS 



"I started my 
business and 
moved to the 

suburbs. Noh’ / haJ a new 

problem, how was I to commute 60 kms every¬ 
day to visit my clients ^ 

Then a friend told me about the 
Bajaj 4S Champion, how it gave 
excellent mileage and was also 
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low on maintenance. Why I bought m\ 45"^.... 

Because my father 

does not own 
a petrol 
pump " 





This is an authentic customer statement. 
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MICHAEL SCHUMACHER 


A CUT ABOVE 
THE REST 

With the '95 Formula One season nearing its end, Michael 
Schumacher seems all set to win the 
Drivers Championships for the second consecutive time 


BY K O JACOB _ 

^ F It was some decades ago, as was 
3 in vogue then, cnes of 'Hail 
f Schumacher' would have filled 
the air at Nurbuigring in 
Germany as Michael Schumacher 
won the 17th Grand Prix of his career 
With around 90,000 fans egging him 
on, Sc^macher with some classy, 
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calculated dnvmg, wrested the lead 
from Jean Alesi of Ferran (whom he 
replaces in the next season) with only 
three laps remaining. Nurburgring, 
which is hardly an hour away from 
Schumacher's home, held a FI race 
after 10 years and it was only fitting 
that a German should win this 
European Grand Prix. 

The race began on a very wet and 


foggy track, but luckily, there was no 
rain dunng the race. Schumacher, the 
first German to have wdn a GP in 
Germany, at Hockenh«im, started 
sixth on the grid, but m the end when 
he overtook Jean Alesi from the 
outside with the two cars just 
touchmg each other, he proved 
conclusively yet again, that he was the 
best driver in the business. 






SebunMClMr (cmM) p w nch tt tN air In 
ivUllation afinr winning Ilia Earopaan QP. as 
Altai (iafti and CouNhard look on 

Schumacher's closest rival Damon 
Hill had aashed out earlier with eight 
laps remaining after he went wide at a 
comer and ended up in a proteaive 
tyre barrier. Hill's dropping out 
provided Schumacher the impetus to 
fight Alesi for the chequered flag, for 
at that point the German was third 
behind Hill. As Schumacher recalled 
later, "When I saw Damon was out, I 
started thinking, do I stay second or do 
I go and fight for the first place? 1 saw 
my fantastic supporters, Damon was 
out and I decided to take the risk." 

The risk was taken with the 
minimum of complications and before 
Jean Alesi and his Ferrari could 
recover from the nudge by 
Schumacher's Benetton-Renault, the 
27-year-old German had surged 
ahead, and was well in charge of the 
race. 

Once again, it was hard luck for the 
Rothmans-Williams-Renault team. 


Having both their cars, one-two on 
the starting grid (Coulthard had pole 
position for the race) they failed to 
capitalise on that to win the GP. 
Though Coulthard managed to finish 
third, behind Alesi, Hill crashed out 
for the sixth time this year. With only 
three GP's remaining and a 27 point 
lead (after the European GP) 
separating him from Schumacher, he 
definitely seems to be out of reckoning. 

Even Hill seems to have realised 
that this year too he might just as well 
have to settle for the second place in 
the Drivers Championships for the 
second consecutive year. After the 
67-lap race, as Schumacher was doing 
the viaory lap, it was indeed 
surprising to see his arch-rival Hill 
come out from the 
Rothmans-Williams-Renault pit to 
applaud the victor. Schumacher was 
so touched that he conceded, "It was 
great of him to applaud. We are not 
the best of friends, but there is no war 
between us. Damon still has a 
mathematical chance. It is not very 


big, but it is still there." Schumacher 
of course was being polite. 

Hill on the other hand looked like 
he has given up hope this year. As he 
said in the post-race interview, 'I am 
not going to be the world champion 
this year, but I'll be back. I'm 
obviously disappointed, but 1 do not 
feel 1 disgraced myself in any way. I 
put up a great fight and did everything 
to win the race." 

Probably, the pressure is finally 
mounting and closing in on Damon 
Hill. He has won only three races this 
year, compared to six last year (the 
same number that Schumacher has 
already won in '95). And Hill knows 
that with the season drawing to a 
close, his repon card is going to be 
closely scrutinised before his team 
finalises his remuneration and 
benefits for the coming season. 
(Schumacher has signed a $24 million 
deal with Ferrari.) These are probably 
the numerous factors that Hill his 
trying to speed away from, but the fact 
remains, that he has failed to deliver. • 


Formula 1 World Champions 



TENNIS, 

ANYONE? 

Want to turn your child into a potential tennis 
star? Then make sure you take the right 
decisions. You would also be well advised to 
read this investigation 
by MICHAEL MEWSHAW 


I N a spon as capital intensive as 
tennis, there still exists a 
surprising streak of socialism. 
Most European countries fund 
national federations which, in turn, 
finance training centres that house, 
coach and theoretically educate 
promising young players until they're 
fit to survive the rigours of the 
professional circuit. But in the United 
States, land of free enterprise, the 
preference is for privately owned and 
operated junior academies where 
families pay fees of more than £20,000 
a year to have their kids taught the 
fine points of the game while pursuing 
their high school studies. Andre 
Agassi, Jim Courier, Pete Sampras, 
Michael Chang and many others 
passed part of their youth in these 
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ports of convenience 
Among the top-ranking female 
players, for example, Steffi Graf was 
nurtured by the German national 
junior programme, while Monica 
Seles, born in the former Yugoslavia, 
was coached in Amenca at Nick 
Bolletien's academy in Sarasota, 
Flonda, between the age of 12 and 16 
Of course, no British competitors 
survived the early rounds Bui, with 
funds now available from the national 
lottery and John Major talking of 
''schools oi excellence", Britain may 
soon boast its own hot shot 
youngsters developed in hot-house 
specialist schools 

If such facilities become available, 
however, parents should spare a 
moment to recall the sad saga of 
Jennifer Capriati Described as a 
"phenomenon", a "can't miss' 
prospect, she turned professional at 
13 and immediately became a 




At 13i Capriati was a 'can't mlaa' kid. At 
18. aha was a Wiaibladon aami-liaalitL 
At 17. aka vm an Olynipic aoldHnadaliat 
(aaan whh parania and brattiar). At 
IMha waa a innkia 




W 






V E R S Y 


millionaire with massive 
endorsement contraas In 1991, aged 
16, she was a Wimbledon 
semi-finalist a year later, she was an 
Olympic gold medallist But at 18 she 
was arrested for shoplifting, spent 
time in a drug rehabilitation centre, 
was arrested again three months later 
in a Flonda motel room full of teenage 
dopers, had her police mug shot, 
complete with nose-ring and glared 
eyes, splashed around the world, and 
returned to the rehabilitation centre 
In the past two years, she has played 
one match 

Clucking about the poor girl's 
personal tragedy, her family problems 
and adolescent growing pains 
complicated by publicity, competitive 
pressures and the corrupting 
influence ol money, the tennis 
community accepted little 
responsibility for what had befallen its 
rising star Likewise Saddlebrook 
Resort, a 600-acre luxury holiday 
complex in Tampa on Florida's Gulf 
Coast, where Jennifer trained, and 
Palmer Academy, the high school 
attached to it where she attended 
classes between tournaments and 
faxed her homework when she was 
on the road Both institutions (they 
have now severed links) took pains to 
tell the press that Capriati had 
dropped out before her troubles 

But a closer look suggests that 
Capriati's experience might have been 
the rule rather than the exception, 
and was at least partly the result of a 
dubious regime While her classmates 
didn't receive the same high-profile 
publiaty or cornucopia of cash, more 
than a few of them suffered similar 
unhappiness 

Marc Levin, a former pupil at the 
Palmer Academy who is now enrolled 
in a programme for educational 
underachievers in Utah, arrives for an 
interview accompanied by a 
psychologist. He wears Nike shoes, a 
lone reminder of the game "I totally 
loved". All but lost in baggy jeans, at 
17 Marc has a jailbird's pallor and 
tattoos on his hands and aims His 
eyes must have seen an awful lot, but 
they show nothing His parents say 
he's done so much dope he believes 


Satot WM bom in Yugotlnvia, but sbo 
mnnagod to blond into and nbaorb moat of 
tha praaauraa of pro-tannia that it 
pravalont in Amarica 

his vision has been affected. 

Marc describes his life at 
Saddlebrook and the Palmer 
Academy, where he enrolled at 14, 
and how he drifted with street people, 
stole from his lamily and wound up in 
a juvenile detention centre. The 
psychologist presses Marc to explain 
what he expected at Palmer. 

"I expected to be supervised and 
educated," he says. "The staff was 
pretty much turning a blind eye to 
whatever was going on. There were 
no parent figures. So I wanted to be 
like the older boys—tougher. I think if 
it wasn't for that place I wouldn't be 
having the problems 1 have today. 
Noth|||g good came out of it." 

The%xient to which Palmer 
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Academy bears responsibility for 
Marc, and for Jennifer Capriati, is 
difficult to judge—partly because its 
owner, Norman Palmer, refuses to 
comment. He also forbids employees 
from answering questions. After 
missing one appointment, he 
responded to repeated requests for an 
interview by referring the matter to 
his lawyer. Calls to his lawyer—his 
current lawyer, that is, his previous 
lawyer sued him for non-payment— 
failed to break the silence. But court 
records and interviews with former 
employees, current and former 
students and their parents present a 
troubling picture. 

A hands-on operation run by 
Norman Palmer and his wife, Jo, the 
Academy opened in the late Seventies 
as the scholastic annexe to Harry 
Hopman's International Tennis 


Center at the Bardmoor reson, near 
Tampa. After the death of Hopman, 
the celebrated Australian Davis Cup 
coach who had trained Ken Rosewall, 
Rod Lever and John Newcombe, the 
programme moved to Saddlebrook 
resort nearby. Palmer went too, and 
provided high school courses geared 
to juniors whose parents had deep 
pockets. For $1,000 (£700) a week, 
students received room and board, 
group tennis lessons, school classes 
time-tabled to permit hours of 
uninterrupted practice, and access to 
the four-star facilities at Saddlebrook, 
where Pete Sampras still trains. 
Equipment, private lessons, transport 
and tournament fees were extra and 
could raise the annual cost to more 
than $50,000. In addition to affluent 
Americans, the Acadejmy attrmed 
South Americans, Europeans aiid 





Japanese. While a few highly ranked 
players attended Palmer free, some 
foreigners paid double the standard 
rate. 

However, arguments developed 
between Palmer and Thomas 
Dempsey, who owns Saddleworth, 
over money and the use of facilities. 
Unable to resolve their differences, 
Palmer agreed to leave, and in June, 
1992 he notified Saddlebrook that he 
was taking his school elsewhere and 
was establishing his own junior tennis 
programme. Tom Dempsey believes 
that "a lot of the difficulties Mr Palmer 
has had since he left Saddlebrook are 
because of financial problems. When 
things start to go bad financially 
people do irraiional things. On Wall 
Street they throw themselves out of 
windows." 

This isn't to say that the Palmer 
Academy didn't already have 
problems when it was associated with 
Saddlebrook, or that Saddlebrook 
hasn't experienced difficulties since. 

In 1993, a pupil on a course at 
Saddlebrook drank himself 
unconscious and had to be revived by 
artificial resuscitation. In 1994, a few 
months before Capriati's arrest, 
Saddlebrook expelled two pupils who 
tested positive for drugs. The centre 
still carries out random tests. But at 
least Dempsey can claim his operation 
has a code of condua and that 
infractions have been punished. 

By contrast. Palmer Academy 
appears to have been preoccupied by a 
rising tide of red ink and a flood of 
litigation. Having bought property in 
an area of north Tampa which a 
resident describes as 
"going downhill fast", Norman 
Palmer resurfaced six tennis couns 
and installed half-a-dozen 
prefabricated buildings, one of Which 
houses his office and an open-plan 
cluster of chairs and tables where 
pupils have their lessons. Saddled 
with nearly $700,000 in mortgages 
and besieged by creditors, he was 
confronted by disgruntled families 
who claim they didn't receive 
sufficient notice of Palmer's plans to 
move. They aigue that they had paid 


Hopman professionals and access to a 
600-acre resort, not instruction from 
new, unknown coaches and lessons 
conduaed in a prefab. A Japanese 
parent charged Palmer with criminal 
fraud for failing to refund his $60,000 
deposit, but the plaintiff died before 
the case came to trial. 

To complicate matters, the US 
immigration authorities refused to 
grant student visas to foreigners 
because the Academy lacked 
scholastic accreditation Then the 
Internal Revenue Service demanded 
nearly $430,000 in taxes on 
unrepiorted income. If the Palmers' 
son Jared, a player ranked in the top 
50 and a member of the US Davis Cup 
team, hadn't provided an infusion of 
cash, it seems likely that the business 
would have gone belly up. 

Still, some people were persuaded 
that the Academy was a high-class 
operation. When Marc Levin's father 
met Jo Palmer, he came away 
convinced the Academy "lived up to 
the standards of any East Coast 
boarding school" and was serious 
about acting loco parentis to its select 
group of 50 pupils. 

When Marc showed a precious 
talent for tennis, the Levins initially 
looked at the school run by Nick 
Bolletieri, alma mater of Agassi, 


Courier and Seles, but thought the 
living quarters lacked adequate adult 
supervision. At Rick Macci's 
Academy, where the rising star Venus 
Williams currently trains, they had 
doubts about the local school th which 
the pupils were bussed each morning. 

But Palmer struck them as offering 
precisely the right mix of academic 
and athletic training, and for the next few 
months, whenever the Levins called 
the Academy to check on their son, 
they were assured that "Marc was a 
nice, pleasant, co-operative kid who 
was making progress. Everything was 
wonderful." 

But shortly after his 14th birthday, 
Marc was given alcohol by a member 
of the staff. Plenty of Palmer pupils claim 
to have tossed back beer or tequila 
with Sorbi Jahbari, who does triple 
duty as a cook, calculus teacher and 
oc« asional houseparent. Army Hall, a 
teenager from Texas, remembers 
celebrating the night before 
graduation in 1993 with Jahbari and a 
final-year student who got 
falling-down drunk. The following 
day, the fellow received his diploma 
with a hangover and a nasty cut on his 
head. 

Nick Bollcitif ri's dcimliiio record at a 
proloaaional coack is oaa that few can 







CONTROVERSY 


When Palmer was still based at 
Saddlebrook resort, kids bought beer 
from employees of the resort's 
catering department. Although Tom 
Dempsey denies this, a former 
employee swears that "it was 
common knowledge you could make 
$25 or $30 selling kids a six-pack of 
beer. I did that. There was no 
supervision that I saw I closed up 
some nights at 1.30 am and Td see kids 
out on their own walking, driving golf 
carts. Tve 

seen them completely out of their 
heads." 

It goes without saying that 
teenagers everywhere are apt to 
drink; adolescence is, after all, an age 
of expenmentation and rebellion. But 


at Palmer it was often the staff who 
provided the opportunities. Amy Hall 
and her mother Carolyn describe a 
party at the flat of a senior member of 
the Academy tennis staff. Students got 
drunk there, then later that same 
night 17-year-old Amy went out for 
more drinking with a group of Palmer 
employees. When she discovered her 
daughter had got drunk, Mrs Hall said, 
"I felt betrayed. I entrusted her to 
them and this happened." 

Amy drew a lesson from the 
experience: "It's harder to say no to 
adults than to your peers." 

Matt Currett, a former Palmer 
houseparent, maintain that drinking 
was dealt with responsibly. But, he 
says, "Rules were different for certain 


people. It wasn't like you drank and 
that's it. Better players and national 
team members were given greater 
freedom, and that presented 
problems." 

The combination of on-court 
pressures, haphazard enforcement of 
rules and flagrant favouritism toward 
stars "drove kids crazy", according to 
one former pupil. "Our only aelease 
was drinking." In these 
circumstances, Marc Levin felt "there 
was nobody on the staff to turn to. 
Nobody I could really trust." 

Small for his age, Marc says he was 
subjeaed to a rough rite of passage by 
older boys. Every day there was a 
regular free-for-all in which kids 
slapped each other around. Although 
this might sound like normal boarding 
school rough stuff, it takes on a more 
lurid tinge when Marc claims that a 
roommate had a 9 mm pistol and 
another boy kept an ice pick for 
protection. This cenainly wasn't what 
his parents counted on when they 
shelled out to send him to Palmer. 

Nor did Amy Hall's family get what 
they reckoned they had paid for. In 
front of fellow pupils and several pros, 
a boy named Chihoa Hsia turned on 
Amy, although she admits she was 
teasing him. He thrashed her with his 
tennis racket, beating her legs and 
buttocks, drawing blood, hitting her 
so hard on the arm she feared he'd 
broken it. 

Eventually, Carolyn Hall moved to 
Florida to be near her daughter. A 
former teacher herself, she was 
appalled by what she saw—kids left 
without adult supervision, frequent 
teacher absences, constant taunting 
and intimidation and verbal and 
emotional abuse. "Everybody was 
pushed to the point of rage," she 
recalls. "Younger boys as well as girls 
were harassed by older boys. 

They all talked like they were in a 
locker-room." 

And so did some of the tennis 
coaches. One pro pretended to 
masturbate on players whose 
performance displeased him. Amy 
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Hall remembers a coach who joked to 
girls, "The bigger the rump, the better 
the hump." 

"There were always sexual 
comments," she says. "It was the 
general tone." On a trip to one 
tournament, a coach quizzed girls 
about their sex lives and hooted at 
anybody who said she was a virgin. 
Another coach joked about looking at 
girls' breasts as they leaned down for 
low balls. 

At times, girls endured more than 
verbal abuse. In 1994, a boy knocked 
Amy Hall to the floor and 
pantomimed intercourse with her. 
Another boy was in the room, but 
didn't intervene. Because the boy 
who attacked her was a refugee firom 
the former Yugoslavia, Amy felt sorry 
for him and didn't want to press 
charges or name him publicly • 

Furthermore, according to more 
than a dozen sources, members of the 
Palmer staff—including teachers and 
coaches—had sex with pupils. "This 
was so commonly known," says one 
houseparent, "it would be surprising 
if members of the faculty and 
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administration didn't know." Under 
US law, it is a criminal offence for an 
adult to have sex with anyone under 
the age of 18 who is subject to his or 
her direct authority. 

Alan Ma, Palmer's head pro and the 
only current employee to break the 
boss's embargo and grant an 
interview, acknowledges that he.has 
heard of affairs between adults and 
students. "I told Mr Palmer about 
these sexual relationships," says Ma. 
"What he does is another thing. What 
bothers me is I don't feel I have 
enough power. "As a result, Ma adds, 
"I try to stay away from that business. 
I try to deal with things on court and 
with tennis." 

Viewed through that narrow prism. 
Palmer has succeeded. After five 
hours of daily practice most players 
improve, and courtside banners at the 
Academy bear the names of junior 
champions who trained there. Scott 


Humphnes, who turned pro this 
summer, won Junior Wimbledon in 
1994, and other alumni have won 
tennis scholarships to universities. 

But the words of one pupil raise 
questions about the high price of this 
success: "The Academy either turns 
you into a champion or into a misfit 
with a mohawk haircut and ten 
earrings." 

Ann Thomas, a sports psychologist 
who has worked on a consulting basis 
at Palmer, Saddlebrook and junior 
programmes throughout Florida, 
brings more experience and 
objectivity to the subject. She says, 
"For some kids, an academy can 
work. For some, it's better to stay 
home and hire a coach. Parents tell me 
they prefer to send their kids to a 
tennis academy to escape the school 
systems or the usual teenage 
vices—drugs, drinking and sex. But 
there's no escape. A tennis academy is 
an artificial environment. It magnifies 
problems, and when it really goes 
wrong, it can be like Lord of the FUes 
with kids trapped on an island turning 
into savages." # 





$ E at Sportsworld pride 
, / ourselves that as sports 

\ journalists, we have 
actually played or competed in most ol 
the sports we write about So what the 
hell then was yours truly doing at the 
Telstra Rally in Australia recently, 
someone enquired? The truth is that a 
group of Journalists from various 
Asian countries were invited lor this 
leg of the World Rally Championships 
and 1 happened to be a pait of the 
group taken Down Under in an effoii 
to boost the popularity of the sport. 

But on this occasion these columns 
are not being used to further the cause 
of rallying in India, but rather to 
clarify that the writer has actually had 
some rallying experiences of his own: 
Needless to add that both were m their 
own way a comedy of errors. But then 
it's the participation that counts, 
afterall, isn't ill 

The lirst adventure also Involved 
another one-time regular writer of 
this column, our former Assistant 
Editor David McMahon. He was'part 
of the foursome who decided to 
participate in the 

Calcutta-Jamshedpur Monsoon Rally 
sometime in the early Eighties. We 


had the enthusiasm and we had the 
spirit. The one thing we didn't 
have: a car. The only person we knew 
who owned a car 'fit' enough to make 
the trip was David's bachelor uncle 
who (God bless his generous soul) had 
an awesome reputation for being a 
misei and 'cribber'. It was difficult to 
get him to give us his car on a Saturday 
evening, leave alone for a weekend 
rally. The only hope was that David 
was his blue eyed boy. Putting on his 
normal charm and laying on his 
trade-mark sweet talk, David pulled 
off the coup. 

The grey Premier Padmini was 
taken to another fiicnd's house where 
it was to be 'spruced' up with paint 
attained courtesy of another 
friend's father I recall the amateur 
colour scheming clearly. Four big 
yellow circles on four sides of the car 
with the number '52'm black painted 
in the middle of each. David's uncle 
must have suffered his first heart 
attack, seeing what we had done to his 
'baby'. 

Nevertheless, come D-Day and we 
were all set. Being the best driver (or 
so he claimed) David was at the wheel. 


Mid-rally sanricing of a £200.000 Impraza of the 5S5 Subaru Rally Taam 



though the factihat his uncle 
wouldn't allow anyone else to drive, 
also weighed in his favour. Problem 
was David was the safest driver, not 
necessarily an asset as far as we "rally 
experts" were concerned. 

Apart from losing our way a few 
times, we did have the consolation of 
finishing the rally, even though our 
ranking matched the numbeuwe had 
painted on the side of our car. Of 
course, we blamed David's extra 
cautious driving, little realising that 
we should not have allowed him to 
drive in the first place, because the 
only time he had travelled past the 
speed of 60 kmph in his life was on 

those flights that took him on his 
annual pilgrimage to Wimbledon. 

The next yeai when it was rally lime 
again.we decided not to opt for David, 
even if it meant no car. This time we 
went for a Chinese friend who had a 
white Maruti van with the added 
attraction of a stereo system. 
Moreover, he had proven his driving 
skills to us on many a late drunken 
Saturday night. By that year, seat belts 
had become compulsory but our 
budget only provided for ropes to be 
attached to the seats. 

This time our adventure ended 
about a hundred kilometres outside 
Calcutta in a ditch filled with dirty 
monsoon water. I don't actually 
remember what happened, except 
that the village onlookers were highly 
amused to see these four guys 
struggling through the water with the 
car lying on its side, half filled with 
gutter water but with the stereo 
system still blasting. 

Those two experiences convinced 
me that merely being able to 
successfully navigate Calcutta's 
potholed roads wasn't good enough 
practice for rally driving and 
navigating. 

And since the recent enjoyable and 
educative trip to Rally Australia, I've 
promised myself thaMhe next time I 
go to the Calcutta-Jamshedpur 
Monsoon Rally it will be only to show 
off the gorgeous 555 Subaru World 
Rally team jacket that I've acquired 
courtesy the sponsors. 

AndyO'Bnen 
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SPOTLIGHT 


SO IT GOES! 


VISHWANATHAN ANAND might have lost the World Chess 
Championships but the chances are, come 1998, he wilt most 
probably be once again the challenger to Garri Kasparov, He has 
all the technical skills; all he needs is some tough inner strength 



S o It goes, as Kurt Vonnegut 
might have said after game 11 
of the PC A championship 
match ended Till then it 
looked absolutely open Anand had 
won game nine convmangly, 
Kasparov had hit back equally hard in 
game ten Anand had missed a win in 
game three, Kasparov had 
reaprocated the compliment in game 
four 

Game 11 was drifting into a rook 
and minor piece draw and, in faa, the 
defending champion had already 
made an offer to split the point Then 
the Indian challenger blundered 
disastrously The psychological 
hangover of that loss led to a wipeout 
in game 13 and Anand lost a good 
position by time trouble 
miscalculation in game 14, effectively 
ending the match 
In the event, Garri Kasparov 
ensured that he would have the 
longest uninterrupted reign since 
Emmanuel Lasker between 
1895-1921. Not till 1998, does he 
have to defend the title he won from 
Karpov in 1985. He won by a 
narrower margin than his 5-1 blitz of 
Short in 1993 and his 4-1 defeat of 
Karpov in 1990. For the first time, he 
had to come back from behind 
In the event, Anand still remains 
the favourite to come through the 
1996-97 cycle as challeftger. Anand 
also has a record of getting things nght 
the second time round even if he 
makes disastrous mistakes the first 

—— Mb IRB 
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time. Witness his climb through the whether he can maintain his learning blunder sometimes as even the best 

Candidates to Challenger in this cycle curve He has to learn exactly why he players do, and if he wishes to win the 

compared to his narrow loss in the collapsed psychologically after title he has to learn how to regain his 

1991 quarter final against Karpov. blundering in game 11. After all, if he mental balance if such an accident 

Witness his revenge match win at 3-1 had won game 14 where he had occurs. This is absolutely vital. No 

against Kamsky when he blotted out definite chances and then game 17 he world champion has ever been able to 

the memory of the earlier tie breaker could well have equalised. If he had totally eradicate the occasional 

loss at Sanghi Nagar. kept his head that would have blunder or blackout—they have all 

Each time he took time off to happened aqd the match would have been strong enough inside to retain or 

analyse his errors and shortcomings gone down to the wire. recover psychological control after 

and worked hard to overcome them. Anand must accept that he will making mistakes. This Anand must 
Each time he was successful. It wasn't 
really a surprise that he could not 
topple Garrl Kasparov at first go. 

There is also every reason to believe 
that he would have stronger chances 
if he can pull himself through the next 
Candidates cycle. 

Right now, it appears Anand can 
win through to a challenge in 1998 
with a little in reserve. Look at his 
possible rivals. Karpov is vastly 
experienced and very, very strong 
‘indeed. But Karpov will be 45 plus in 
the next cycle and Karpov is now 
inaeasingiy vulnerable to the 
inconsistency caused by waning 
physical resources. Anand tight now 
is at least as good a match player and 
almost certainly better. On sheer 
talent he has the measure of Kamsky 
as he proved both at Sanghi Nagar and 
Las Palmas. Temperamentally Las 
Palmas proved that he could handle 
the strain of a hostile opponent and 
the offboard antics of Kamsky senior. 

The enormously talented trio of 
Vladimir Kramnik, Alexei Shirov and 
Vassily Ivanchuk all have massive 
temperamental flaws. All three are 
known to crack under pressure or 
inexplicably lose interest at some 
stage. All three have minus scores 
against Anand—and Ivanchuk got 
wiped out in an exhibition match in 
1994. 

No one else appears as a remote and 
future danger to Anand's prospects as 
a challenger in 1998. Even if a Fischer 
or Peter Leko or Judith Polgar or 
Veselin Topalev appear out of the blue 
—it will take at least two cycles for 
them to be serious prospects in 
matc^play. 

Assuming Anand can indeed win 
through to a second match against 
Kasparov his chances depend on 
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learn and it may be the “only" skill he 
requires to climb the last barrier. 
Possibly his association with friend, 
philosopher and psychologist Albert 
Toby will help. 

The aftermath of coming so close 
must indeed be painful. It's likely that 
Anand vtdli need to take a couple of 

Aaand and Kaaparav wM Naw Yoifc Mayar 
RadalpliBalHaaiaflartliayaaieg n ipliadtlia 
chan board 


months off and his form may not 
recover immediately. However he is 
seeded into the next Candidates so 
qualifying through the hurly burly of 
an Interzonal isn't necessary. He can 
afford to take the time to return to the 
drawing board and explore the 
labyrinths of his own psyche. 
Rediscovering confidence and 
motivation is necessary, but not 
sufficient, he has to improve his 







mental toughness. 

He has several things going for him 
if he gets to a second chaUenge. 
Kasparov has peaked and is possibly 
sliding along a gradually down sloping 
plateau. He will be 35 in 1998 which 
may tilt the balance despite the 
champion's superbly high fitness 
levels. He cannot possibly play much 
stronger than he has in the past. If you 
can discount the enormous 
contribution of Kasparov's greater 
match experience and tougher 
psychic balance. Anand appears his 
equal technically. 

The difference is mainly off the 
board. This intangible difference 
translated into three extra points from 
approximately the same number of 
chances during this match. If Anand 
can work out what to do about it—he 
can certainly win, given a second 
crack. It would require a fair amount 
of intuitive thinking and the ability to 
understand the weak spots in his own 
psyche. He will need to isolate the 
factors that crippled him even after 
the first half of the match went right 
according to his strategy. 

So psychological self improvement 
is item alpha and omega on the 
agenda for a 25 year old who is by 
definition one of the most intelligent 
people in the world. He has two-three 
years before the results of whatever 
introspection he indulges in becomes 
apparent. Improvement is likely to be 
incremental and difficult to assess for 
people outside his camp. The big 
payoff will only cdme if he can fight all 
the way up from base camp to the 
summit despite all the possible pitfalls 
on the way. # 
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MARTIN CROWE 


"NOT GAY, 
BUT HAPPY 

The legendary Kiwi batsman spoke 
to RICA ROY in Bangalore 


'^**’^*^ CROWE has 
I \ / f scored a few runs in his 
f V I —prior to this tour 

? ^ Ja 5,394 of them in 74 

Tests—so one might ask him how it 
actually feels to play a sweetly timed 
shot The 33-year-old New Zealander 
considers the question over lunch, a 
couple of days before the start of the 
first Test match between India and 
New Zealand at Bangalore recently. 

"There is a feeling of stillness 
around you, a sense of slow-motion, 
as you watch the ball come out of the 
bowler's hand/' he said warming to 
the task of a Test recall, "You're 
holding the bat gently and you're 
aware that your heart beat is slowing 
down. At the very last moment, when 
the ball is below your eyes, you come 
down on it and it leaves the bat so 
softly that you hardly can feel it." 

He relished the thought of the faint, 
palpable thunk and, as though to fetch 
from memory, he rehearsed a tiny 
stroke between the orange juice and 
the plate of ravioli and spinach. "I 
never look at the bowler's face when 
he turns to walk back to his mark," 
continued the hard-framed six foot 
Kiwi. "I am not confrontational. I 
don't hit many sixes." Instead he 
prefers the head down, beautifully 
timed, straight-bat drive, his follow 
through frozen briefly as the ball goes 
to ground and gallops to the boundary 
through mid-wicket. 

It's Crowe's signature shot, a classic 
wh -jb will be on display over the next 
few vYceks during the course of the 
ongoing series. Crowe's straight-bat 


drive; thereby hangs a tale. 

"When I was about eight,in 
Auckland, I played every Saturday for 
a kid's team called Hogan's Heroes," 
he explained. "1 got three ducks in a 
row one summer, all caught and 
bowled, all bottom-handed shots. So 1 
asked my Dad how to hit a ball along 
the ground. He coached me for a 
week. 'Don't reach for the ball,' he 
said over and over. 'Hit it when it's just 
below your eyes.' The next Saturday I 
went out and scored 80 which is like a 
double century for a kid of that age." 

Then Crowe laughed. "But then, my 
Dad was score keeper," he added, "He 
also was the umpire." 

Crowe slid his fork under a square 
of ravioli. His hands are noticeably 
small indeed, size "small" in men's 
gloves. And even more noticeably, his 
knuckles so lumpy—all but two have 
been broken—that his bat handles are 
made especially slender for 
comfonable gripping. Still, they get 
the job done, for Crowe is considered 
the greatest New Zealand batsman in 
history. 

With a stupendous 48.10 as his Test 
average he is by far the highest among 
Kiwis in scoring runs. Despite missing 
seven Tests due to a knee injury he's 

*1fsa(HMaMp«ealtorlo ZpfiipliA^ 
iiatioii.TliraaafHlplwffm ^ 

pull fNirtalvai itowik A pan^ p 
abova iha arawii, appapipl^f 




I been able to ovenake John Wright's 
tally of 5,334. Crowe's 17 Test lOO's 
provide a platform for the goal he 
most covets: membership in the 20 
centuries club, now populated by a 
dozen all time greats. 

Three more years, 15 more Tests", 
he calculates aloud, "that's my budget 
for 3 more Test centuries". But at 
this age does he have enough 
motivation left to carry on Test cricket 
for another three years? "I am being 
motivated by some of my 
contemporary greats like Sunil 
Gavaskar. He's been very 
encouraging." May be it is a sarcastic 
comment on the 'duel of wordsXrowe 
and Gavaskar have been having in the 
press. Crowe is known to have said 
I that Gavaskar's comment that the 
Kiwi seleas his senes, has apparently 
set up a confrontation which only 
spurs him on to prove Gavaskar 
wrong. But that apart, given a fit knee 
and a few 50's, Crowe is likely to get to 
his target, for his rate of converting 
Test half centuries into centuries is 
high, nearly 50 per cent. Of the 35 
occasions Crowe's reached his half 
century, 17 times he's gone on to his 
100 . 

"Since I was a kid, I never let 90 be a 
milestone", he explained. He recalled 
his first, frustrating 99. He was 19, 
i playing for Auckland, and was one 
I run away from his maiden first class 
100. "I remember thinking, this is 
easy, just push on", he said. "And, of 
course, I lost my concentration and 
edged it to slip." 

The Auckland miscue was a lesson 
, well learnt. Crowe reckons that since 
then he's been out in the 90's only five 
times in his entire first class career. 
Sadly, his 299 against Sri Lanka at 
Wellington in 1991 -92 was one of 
them. 

'"Same thing", Crowe recalled. "I 
I didn't concentrate on the ball leaving 
I the bowler's hand^All I thought about 
I was the glory. Then came the blur of 
the ball—-and 1 nicked it straight to the 
keeper." The disgust still pains him. "1 
am more a technician than a 
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strokemaker-blazer/' he said "I hate 
to bat out of control It makes me 
uneasy " 

Crowe's fear of flair is a paradox. 
Away from the crease, he's an 
emotional man—and he is happy to 
say so When in 1984, he was playing 
for Somerset, he was 21 and lonely. 
He often wrote to his parents of his 
unhappiness. His letters were 
thematic and, under the headline 
'Emotional Breakdown' One read, "I 
am going in soon and I want to bat 
well. But I don't know how to do it " 

He went in, was out for five and 
returned to the dressing room. 

"I went into the shower, held on to 
the pipe and started screaming. I 
started crying, I wanted some one to 
hold me 1 wanted to go home " 

While this was a forthright, 
personal observation, it was nothing 
like as personal as his recent interview 
with Michael Parkinson in The Daily 
Telegraph. Crowe spoke to Parkinson 
of the gossip, stoked by New Zealand 
tabloids that he was homosexual, a 
rumour rooted in the faa that early in 
his career his business manager had 
been gay. He spoke of suggestions that 
he suffered from AIDS whereas, in 
fact Crowe's loss of weight and skin 
tone was due to the homeopathic 
medicine he took for a back problem. 

"The crap", he continued, "was 
rampant all over New Zealand " He 
had suffered, he reckoned, from the 
Tall Poppy Syndrome. From what? 
Crowe laughed. "It's a disease 
peculiar to New Zealand We're a tiny 
nation. Three and a half million 
people, and we tend to pull ourselves 
down. A person is not allowed to 
stand out above the crowd, especially 
in sport". 

The press attacks on Crowe peaked 
early in 1993 when the Kiwis lost the 
first Test to visiting Australia. Crowe's 
wife Simone, was dragged into the 
muck. "I went to the convenor of the 
seleaors and in confidence offered to 
resign the captaincy. 1 hoped it might 
get the team Into focus." The offer, 
while declined, was leaked to the 
Press. Finally, Crowe confronted the 
most abusive Journalists. "I asked 
them, do you actually think 1 am gay? 
That shut down the Imocking 
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machine. But I felt empty. 1 walked for 
four days in the South Island. I went to 
South Africa, played some golf, drank 
some beer and when I got home I said 
to Simone, 'let's go to Italy for two 
months'." 

In Florence, Crowe coached the 
Italian National Team, which came 
fourth in the European 
Championship in Berlin and 
developed his taste ioTravioli di 
spinaci. Italy, Simone's grand 
mother's home, may indeed figure in 
Crowe's plans but now, willingly 
unburdened of the New Zealand 
captaincy, he seems to be 
concentrating on more pressing 
matters. A session in the gym for his 
aches and pains. A good series ahead. 
Three future Test centuries and a 
family in perhaps two or three years. 

Would he wish Test fame or a son? 
Crowe flexed his aeaky right knee. 
The question plainly was awkward. "1 
would want him to be great at 
whatever he does, certainly," he said 
adding, "and cricket's a great game." 
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GERMON PUNS... 


ENCOUNTER 

New Zealand captain, Lee German has never 
played a Test before but he is not 
exactly letting that distinction mar his 
work ethic, writes Rica Roy 


G ENUINELYgcntle, highly 
sensitive, in touch with 
himself and his 
emotions...these are the 
qualities likely to be used in describing 
Today's Man' They are also normally 
associated with batsmen, not the ones 
who are pumpful of machismo.. But 
the ones who are strong, hard 
working and filled with self-belief. 

Combine these qualities add 
eagerness, ambition, modesty, typical 
English looks coupled with a modern 
attributes like Kiwi outlook and you 
have built yourself a model of New 
Zealand's latest discovery, their 
skipper, Lee Germon. 

After his Shell trophy triumphs in 
three consecutive years with a nearly 
depleted Canterbury side, Germon 
was heralded as an instant success, 
someone who had 'come from 
no-where'. Glenn Turner, the New 
Zealand coach reveals. "It has been 
my experience that behind every 
overnight success there have usually 
been years of preparation and hard 
work." The 26-year-old Germon was 
called in to take up the reigns after 
Ken Rutherford, the former captain 
was sacked on charges of bad 
performance as well as involvement 
in the scandal of 'New Zealand 
cricket's centenary summer of horror' 
This was an unprecedented move 
but, Germon, a man without any 
previous Test exposure at the 
international stage, took it up as a 
challenge. He says, "After three years 
of first-class cricket, I was suddenly 
promoted as the captain of 
Canterbury at the age of 22 in 1991. 
Being young and inexperienced it was 
then extremely difficult for me to 
handle the older guys. 1 was made the 
captain of my province under the 
Si me circumstances as I've been made 
the captain of New Zealand. After 
ascertaining the position, which took 
me a year. I've done my job pretty 
well. And, hope to do the same for the 


national side as well with help from 
experienced people like Mark 
Greatbatch, Martin Crowe and Danny 
Morrison". 

Germon doesn't seem to be under 
any kind of pressure during the series 
He believes that experience doesn't 
come from the number of 
international matches played, but it 
also counts on how far and how fast 
an individual has progressed since his 
debut. He was, however, a part of the 
contingent that toured South Africa 
last season, as a back-up to the first 
choice wicketkeeper, Adam Parore 
and played in a solitaiy one day 
international. 

"Since then," he continued, "I've 
been concentrating on sharpening my 
batting, much more." 

And in his debut innings, Germon 
was understandably confident from 
the start. His first run came from a 
pulled single off Raju to long leg. Soon 
he played a more convincing pull 
through mid-wicket, followed by a 
sumptuous cover drive. But one 
would still be a little cautious in 
heaping praise on Germon, even 
though he scored a polished 48 runs 
on day 1. Greatness would have to 
wait. 

"He's maturing on and off the 
field," defended manager Glenn 
Turner. "He's channelling his vigour 
into his wicketkeeping," added 
Manin Crowe. Lee narrates that when 
he was 10 years old his natural 
ability to keep wickets came In to 
focus. In his days, cricket was a game 
played by the kids in the car parks and 
backyards. As a little chap, Germon 
was more into tennis and by the age of 
eight had already begun representing 
Christchurch in several competitions. 
Then came an abrupt break in his 
tennis career but being from a 
sporting family — his mother is a 
professional golfer and father a physical | 
training instructor In the army-^e 
was soon encouraged to, or rather. 







r 

■ ''pushed into" cricket. 

■ Finally, here was a game which Lee 
I started enjoying immensely. "But 

I professional cricket was still a long 
I way off/' he admitted. "At my school 
I in Christchurch, we had the 
I opportunity of playing a great number 
of games during the summer. It was 
p| during those years of school and 
university at Christchurch that 1 had 
devoted much attention towards 
shaping up a career in cricket." 

The exposure to U-19 cricket came 
soon and Germon didn't have to wait 
long before he got into the Canterbury 
side, of which, he had been a regular 
member since 1987. Despite his 
immense success with them, he has 
already begun to realise that 
international cncket is a different ball 
game. "Specially, when one is playing 
in India where conditions are 
different and pitches are made to suit 
the home team, one has to be doubly 
positive in his approach. "It is indeed 
difficult playing Anil Kumble, Raju 
and Srinath." And as for the expected 
results of the series, Germon says, "No 
predictions please! We are a new and 
inexperienced side. Unless we get our 
act together it will be impossible for us 
to put up resistance against the Indian 
attack, with bat or with ball. Wc are in 
a process of being restructured and 
reorganised. A team with immense 
potential has to be guided properly 
and rve really taken up the job as a 
challenge." 

Germon has been put in charge of 
the contingent at a time when the 
entire New Zealand cricket set up is 
undergoing a sea change. New 
captain, new manager, new 
administrators, the team is striving to 
prove a point or two. And the new 
skipper has in him the ability to pull 
New Zealand cricket out of the 'winter 
of despair'. If he manages to combine 
the effons of the super^star talents 
and the young, inexperienced 
under-achievers, he will surely be on 
his way to fulfilling his ambitions. 

What Germon is trying to drive home 
is the faa that with luck he will be able 
to reverse the fortunes of the team. 


"At least that's what my aim will be t>] 
my contract expires next June," 
confirmed. • ^ 


PERSPECTIVE 


THETOP 
SPINNER! 

We reproduce here Wisden Crict^tMonthlys 
tribute paid to Anil Kumblefor his success 
in the English county season 



TIME: Shortly after noon on 

I a chilly autumn day. The place: 

X The County Ground, Wantage 
Road, Northampton. The score: 
Worcestershire 196 for 9. 

The scene is set. Anil 
Kumble—Apple' to his Northants 
team-mates—bovWs to 
Worcestershire's Vikram Solanki, and 
the Young England allrounder lofts 
one into the covers, vrhere Jeremy 
Snape hangs on to his second catch of 
the innings. It was the 100th first-class 
wicket of the season for the Indian 
legspinner, all of his victims coming in 
16 matches in the County 
Championship. 

Kumble, shy and 

short-sighted—contact lenses have 
replaced the spectacles that lent the 
then 19-year-old a bookish air on 
India's 1990 tour of England—is the 
first bowler to reach the three-figure 
mark since 1991, vidien Surrey's 
Waqar Younis (113) and Neil Foster of 
Essex (102) achieved the feat. 

Kumble, though, is the first to pass 
100 since the Championship was 
reduced to 17 four-^y matches: 
Waqar played in ISthreeand 
four-day games, Foster in 22. Kumble 
is the first spm bowler to take 100 
wickets since John Emburey and 
Norman Gifford both did so in 1983, 
and the first Northants bowler since 
Sarfraz Nawaz in 1973: Kumble's 
fellow countryman Bidian Bed! 



achieved the target for the county in 
both 1973 and 1974. 

Although Northants' challenge for 
a first-ever Championship title 
faltered in the last furlong, it was not 
for want of trying by the man from 
Bangalore, who was 25 on Oct 17. The 
iOOth wicket came up in his 844th 
over of the season (249 maidens), and 
his wickets cost a shade over 20 
apiece. Skipper Allan Lamb said: 'His 
target wasn't 100 wickets but 1000 
overs—and he's not quite there yeti' 
Kumble himself said: 'It's very 
satisfymg. Usually I don't set myself 
targets. I just go in trying to take 
wickets, but this is very pleasing It has 
helped that the wickets have been dry 
this season, and have turned. When I 
was fielding on the boundary the 
supporters kept coming up and asking 
how many wickets I needed—they 
were reminding me more than the 
other players in the dressing-rooml 
'I've learned a good deal about 
attitude,' he added, 'like when you're 
not feeling too special in the morning 
but you've got to go out and bowl.' 

After a sedate sun, Kumble took 
full advanuge of those dry pitches m a 
spell of five matches during July/ 
August, when he took 48 wickets with 
a heady mixture of legspin, topspin 
and a quicker, darting flipper. 

Thineen wickets against Hampshire 
(7 for 131 and 6 for 61) were followed 
1^ 10(3for69and7for82)inthe 
exciting victory over Warwickshire, 
then nine more (5 for 26,4 for 75) 
against Durham. There followed 
seven men of Gloucester and nine of 
Notts, before the shinfront at 
Uxbridge proved less accommodating 
to Kumble's wkket-taking 
bcqtes—end the Championship 
aspirations of both Nonhants and 
Middlesex. 

Kumble then set off in search of 
another century which he achieved 
against the Kiwis in the first Test at 
Bangalore. His 100th Dest scalp. 

Anil Kumble hopes to return to 
Northampton in 1997, after India's 
tour of England next summer. The 
county, if not the opposition batsmen, 
will surely wdoome him back. 

Steven lynch 




Contrary to popular conception^ 
good fielding not only needs good practice. 

It also needs a good field. 

Just think about it. How often do our players throw caution to the wind. And 
themselves, on the ground ? To be fair, however, the fault does not lie with them. 

It lies with our ground conditions. 

And it’s not limited to cricket but extends to other playing fields as well. 

They’re devoid of grass, they’re hard and, what’s more, they’re hard on the players. 

Therefore, we present our range of sprinkler systems. Such as large area sprinklers, 
that have satisfied many well known cricket fields including the much talked about 
Mohali Cricket Stadium. Other systems like pop-ups, automatic and semi-automatic 
have also been used on prestigious .sports fields like Nehru Football Stadium-Madras, 
Royal Calcutta Golf Course, Bangalore Racecourse and National Stadium- Delhi. 

All of which were made-to-order and backed by our thirty years experience 
in the field. 

So to know more about what we can do for you, simply call. 

And then, let the players have, well, a field day. 




For further details call - 

PREMIER IRRIGATION EQUIPMENT UMITED 
17/lC. Alipore Road. Caiculta- 700027 
Tel Calcutta-47g5155/7455/9530 • 

New Oelhi-6852058 • Bangalore-601670 • Pune- 647156-^ 
• Bhopal-557058 e Hyderabad-84477S 
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"I'll NEVER NEED A 
CODE OF CONDUCT" 


Indian cricket manager (designate) SANDIP PATH tells Gautam Bhattacharya 


SPORTSWORLD It now seems that with your 
new found status, the happy-go-lucky Sandip 
Patll persona seems to have disappeared 
completely. On the contrary what we get to see is 
a person who hardly leaves his room after the 
day's play, one who attends all the phone calls, 
listens to the players .the change is quite 
evident. Has life turned full circle for you? 

I woiildn t say that I m still a very happy-go-lucky 
man I ve just changed a little bit may be because of 
the added responsibilities In my short career this has 
happened more than^nce that I ve accepted and then 
left jobs in a hurry But now once and for all I ve 
decided 111 pursue coaching 111 give my hundred per 


cent That s why you find me in my room all the time 
Anyone can contact me anytime I m always available 
Possibly it s more than a little change I think as you 
grow older you realise your mistakes 

What were your mistakes? 

I don t think I ever took cricket senously in my playing 
days Forget cncket I wasn't serious about my life 

What got you to decide to pursue a career in 

(Tbs pmtnt and tha futvra) Patil with Wadakar Given Wadakar^s 
unblamisbad track record after he took ever as manager, Patil will 
have a tough |ob at hand 


KAMALJULKA 





SSSSS^^ssaasssct*- 

coaching? 

2 ^ something back to the 

tti,b«k » a«^ 

Ite^LllleeoraBob WlUla. Whatmakesyou 

you're stIB Indebted to tWs game? ^ 

^y me? Even Sunil Gavaskar maintains he's trying to 
’^****"«r“tt*e he can, -nUdate I 
per cent of what I've 

it *>««» in my job and feel 

WnwtlllteaBtawiraaiiromtf^ 


playing days? 

I don't think it makes any sense to compare, because 
we re talking about two different eras. In today's 

m h ‘ oiprofessionahsm has come 

m. Rules have changed. The board members have a 

hfw ’’"‘•ey ‘here is a lot of thtnirin g 

behind each and every deasion that they make. * 
Whereas if you recall, in our time we had managers 

the side in Bangalore, G. S. Ramchand or somebodv 
** nh^uT "^“«er in the next Test match. ^ 

i*hmk,InukhabAlam and Bobby Simpson are the 

wJld S!” convinced the cricketmg 

fan^pcct, do you feel some ofthosc who had 
In thepast madeno contribution to 

whiu 1’^’^ tremendous respect for my seniors. 

un to Aim's’’ *!?!? ‘"**™**io“i I always went 
up to Aem for advice. The biggest advanuge of course 

®'“!! «s the captain. He knew 

exactly what to do in a given situation. ^ 
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Ironicallyr Patil lost bis plast in 
tha Indian taam to Azharuddin 


The selectors 
were right in 
dropping me. I 
played awfully 
in 86. And also 
remember who 
replaced me. 
Azharuddin.' 
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How strict are you as the manager ? Supposing 
tomorrow you spot a player ep}oylng his drinks 
at a nightclub around 4 am? How would you 
react? 

I've played enough cricket to know what my duties and 
responsibilities are as a manager. Today's players are 
well aware of the situation. You don't have to tell the 
Kamblis and Tendulkars anything. They know their 
responsibilities. The do's and don'ts. Why talk about 
them? Even the less established players that I managed 
during my tenure as the coach of the Indian under-19 
and A' side knew what they were doing. 

As for spotting X, Y or Z in the wee hours of the 
morning, I don't have any hassles. All 1 want is that my 
players should be there on the ground at the right time 
and give his two hundred per cent for the side. There's 
nothing wrong in visitmg a nightclub or going over to a 
discotheque. 



AJlt Wadekar might not agree with you there. His 
'code of conduct', among other things, prohibits a 
player from Inviting a lady guest up to his room, 
going out of the hotel after the scheduled night 
curfew. 

It differs from manager to managei. What Ajit has been 
doing...may be he is right in his own way. He has given 
results and no one can deny that. But just because he 
has his own code of conduct there's no reason to 
believe that I'll stick to the same. 

I feel, the most important factor is having confidence 
in your players. You must have a dialogue with your 
players. I'm not saying that the 'code of condua' is 
absolutely unnecessary. You do require it when things 
go completely out of hand. But I'm pretty confident 
that I'll be able to handle the Indian seniors without 
'the code of conduct'. 

How would you evaluate Wadekar's 
performance as the Indian manager? 

Brilliant. Extraordinary. He has got the Midas Touch. 
He took time to settle down but since then he has really 
delivered the goods. 

If you were the president of the Indian Cricket 
Board who would you've picked as the manager? 
Sunil Gavaskar. He is a complete man. He can joke 
around, he can pull up a player. He is funnier than 
Charlie Chaplin. Honestly, he is a great mimic. Sunil 
knows what to talk, how to talk. Both Gavaskar and 
Ashok Maokad have this uncanny ability of convincing 
people, of managing difficult situations. I've learnt a lot 
from them. I told you I will never require a code of 
conduct. 

r 

Because you were always so pllo Gavaskar, did it 
haveany effect In the anti Gavaskar camp? There 
is a school of thought that your cricket career 



Cricket Bats by 3G The Hard Hitters. 

Every stroke packed with the power, the punch and 
the accumulated strength of the willow, coupled 
with craftsmanship, unrivalled even by tradition. 
Engineered around a philosophy that you should 
never be forced to choose between power, 
balance and durability. 

Sweep. Hook. Drive... Step up to new heights. 
Empowered » with SG. 






ENCOUNTER 


suffered a lot because of your good equation with 
the Xittle Master'? 

Absolutely not. Sunil Gavaskar is like my big brother. I 
always go to him whenever I need his advice. Two years 
back I had actually asked him whether 1 should go in for 
a coaching career,pursue a career in coaching. He 
advised me this (coaching) was the right line. 

As for dropping me, the selectors were right. I played 
awfully in 1986. And also remember who replaced me, 
Azharuddin. Today he is India's captain and one of the 
finest batsmen we've produced. 

But we are given to understand, that in '84 after a 
masala match in Varanasi, you sided with 
Gavaskar. It is also understood, that eventually 
that had a big effect on your career. 

What happened in 1984....it is not right for us to discuss 
now. All I can tell you is that I had gone with people 
who were right. It could've been anybody, but in that 
case it happened to be Gavaskar. 

Sandip Patil admirers still ruefully maintain they 

were let down by your premature retirement. 

Yes, I do realise that my admirers wanted me to 
continue. But I knew my time was up. What I got back 
into the team in '861 was pathetic. The international 
standard of cricket had gone up whereas my level 
deteriorated. You know, players like Gavaskar, Kapil, 


"I don’t think I 
overtook 
cricket 

seriously in my 
playing days. 
Forget cricket. 

I wasn't 
serious about 
my life" 


Sandip Patil is confidant that ha 
can managa tha taam without 
raaortino to Wadakar^a 

Hifcaa ill 

wwWw UrU wwaunnmmn 




"You don't 
have to tell the 
Kamblis and 
Tendulkars 
anything. They 
know their 
responsibilities. 
The do's and 
don'ts" 









Mohlnder, Shastri, Vengsarkar had In them the ability 
to surface in international cricket even after a long gap. 
They had that calibre. But my level wasn't that high. 
You happen to be a successful editor as well. 
What is your general opinion about the bidlan 
cricketing press? 

There is little doubt that the media here suffers from 
regional bias. I've seen press people go ga ga over a 
certain player, despite him fading repeatedly in 
international cricket. 

As a Journalist how honest are you? Do you also 
suffer from 'My Bombay, Your Delhi,' kind of a 
hangup? 

I love Bombay. I'm a staunch supporter of Bombay and 
would love to see them winning the Ranji Trophy all 
the time. But Bombay, certainly is not the be all and end 
all in Indian cricket. U you go through my column, you 
will find that 1 never bade the Bombay boys blindly. I 
can definitely look beyond a regional bias. 

Do you write fiery ^torlals? 

I write the 'Truth'. I write what we must do, what 
should happen on the field, I never lotdc for 
controversies. Yes, I write straight. But never with the 
intention of generating controversies. 

But if you actually write the 'Truth', you're 
bound to upset a tot of people. Do you also end up 
hurting quite a few? 

That's not my problem. I agree with you that it is not 
easy to digest the truth. Iroay have offended quite a 
few. But who cares! I write the (act as truthfully as 1 can. 

MigivttlMimtrvi«w»oQuiple(^ldfy8 prior tob9in04ippoin mpnaotr-dMignato 


Cricket Balls by SG The Wicket Takers in the game. 
Stitch-l^-8titch Hand-crafted to perfection 
by master craftsmen 

Cricket balls that enhance the maestro's skills 
Engineered arotmd a philosophy that 3 rou should 
never be forced to choose 
between shape, grip and durability 
Swing. Spin Pace . Always on top of the race. 
Inspired - with SG 






CAflTOONS MTHURCAnOOZO 
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READERS' 

uiz 


QUESTIONS 


I Who was the last 
»Hindu to represent 
Pakistan in international 
cncket'^ 

'll Why will 
► * photographer Harry 

Martin always occupy a 
special position in cricket 
history? 

1 Whose 
^ autobiography is 
titled Chucked Around *? 
Martin Snedden has 
.. conceded the most 
number of runs in a 
one-day international (IOS 
runs from 12 overs) But 
which bowler has the most 
expensive analysis from a 
10 over spell 

Only five Indians 
have recorded scores 
of above 110m linuted 
overs cricket Kapil Dev 
NavjotSidhu Krish 


Srikkanth and Sachin 
Tendulkar are four of 
them Who IS the fifth*? 
Name the Indian 
«cricketer who has the 
dubious distmction of 
being the only player to 
have been dismissed 
handled the ball as well as 
obstructing the field in 
international cricket 
Who was Test 
/ • cncket s most 
commonly used 
nightwatchman^ 

S Which cricketer 
• after watching 
Tendulkar as an 
18-year-old said Thank 
God 111 be gone by the 
time Sachin really hits top 
gear "> 

j \ Which cricketer in 
^ «the Ranji Trophy last 
year became the highest 
run getter in the history of 
the competition*? 

Who in Sunil 
«Gavaskar s debut 
senes scored 642 runs at an 
averageof 80 25 including 
the first double century by 
an Indian against the West 
Indies? 





1. AiillOalpat wicketkeqperdurlAgthe 1965 
World Cbampioiislilp 

a. Hetodkthephotc^apht>fthefioal 
moment tnt^ Brisbane tUt nvfaen Ian 
Medciff was nitlout. 

3. West Indian fast bowler, Ch^ie 

4. AsanthaDeMel, 10-0-97«U vs West 

todiesinthe 1967 was 

match In which 161 and 

I^esmobdKaynes, 105* ' 

9. W. V Raman, 173 vfSoiith 
Pretoria. 

0. Mohinder 

7. Derek Underwo^ 
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(Top lift). 

"Umb and Boofy in o stow”. Not 
oxactly Ian Bothoffl and Allan 
Lamb worn in India rocently on a 
whirlwind chat-show tour The 
two (armor English crickstsra 
soon hare during thoir Calcutta 
atop> inaugurating dia high-tsch 
World (lup control room which 
will bo tho nano contra of 
information during tbo 1988 
World Cup of cricket 


(Bottom Loft); 

So what also dooa Kapil Day 
doing thoso days other than 
playing golf and managing his 


playing golf and managing 
busInsasT Mr Oov was in 
Calcutta racontly to inaugurato a 

E hoto-exhibitiott of Sumon 
batlopadhyay on Kapil bimaoll 
Tbo exhibition showed all tbo 
high poinia in Kapil's eoraor and 
waathoaoeondoftho 
pholographor’s exhibition on tho 
groat ali-raundor 


Pli the world's leading sports 
notwoifc, boa lowiehod Ms 
chonnol in India—os tbo (irsL 24 
bow, pay eablo sports 
notwork— os they start thoir 
loiooMt with tho India-New 
Zealand Tost in Bongaloro. Soon 
by ovor 1S1 million houaaholds bi 
inora than 135 caantriaa, ESPN 
baa tied wHh MEN (Modi 
Entortainmani Notwork) to 
toloeasi thoir pragrammos In 
India. The ohamioi whioh will bo 
OMlIablo in Nladl after (bo Brat 



gnartor of aoxt yaar, (o surely a 
haomlw Indian spoils Invars 










leenacrasta 


CHANCHAL MAZUMDAR 



(Top): 

Bholanath Guin of Wott Bongol 
hat mada an offar to Indian 
apoittman. Tha 1973 Arjuna 
Award winnarfor kabaddi hat 
mada a partonal offar of Rt. ona 
lakh to any parton who can oqual 
hit raeord of four individual 
national waightlifting titlat (from 
1958-64) and tavan national 
kabaddi titlat with tha Railwayt 
taam (from 1963-72). Aro thorn 
anytakart? 

(Loft): 

Tan-pin bowling, a popular tport 
worldwide it being introduced to 
India In a big way.ln Delhi, two 
cantrat are comin||[up by 
Novambar—at a laitura-cum- 
recraation contra near 32nd 
Milattona on the oulakirit and 
another at Qutab Hotel in South 
Delhi. Another 12-lana bawling 
oentre on Airport Road, 
Bangalore, will be the firtt ona In 

South India and it tchaduled to 
open in 1996. 

Bowling it being introduead to 
India by AMF Bowling Inc. of 
USA, which haoAOyaart of 
axperienceand hat 
committionod about270 cantrat 
in over a hundred countrlaa. 

The game Haoffisoimtoall 
agaa and requiret minimal aklll 
to begin. Bowling it now a modal 
apart In Aaian Gamaaandia alto 
included aa an axMhRlon aperlln 
the Olympic and Commonwoalili 
Barnet 











N my proof to raqirind that g«iiM 

on " 
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iwioratiom. nownwo havo it 
I NidiolaB Comploii. 
praadMn of Eoglaad’a oM baltiaa 
oanioa Danto. rocanliy toorad 
aaoiaad wM hto prop aeliool. 
CIHtoa of DortMo, Saodi AMoii 
ouiMi Eimlifh 

I to all paVti OT ■ varifiy of 


Twolva-yaar-old CoaiptoHo tha 
aon of Richaril, who in turn it a 
product of Danit't tocond 
marriaga to a South African girl. 
Valario Platt, acorod 174 runt in 
night innings, including two 

tiat. to avoraga 43.50 
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What you may wonder is a lonnis 
court doing in the midst of a 
comotory? Well it is a little 
known fact that tennis axistod in 
Noith-Eastom India hofora World 
Warn Tha grounds whara tha 
camatory now stands was tha 
sight of an intense bottio in which 
British and Indian soldiers 
succassfully repulsed tha attack 
of tha jManasa army in the 
famous Battle of Kohima 
(Nagaland) in April 1944 Tha 
grounds which had a tennis court 
in it was turned into a camatary 
for tha soldiers who died in that 
battle and it is said that tha giant 
tree that provided tha shade for 
tha tennis players was used as an 
affective shield by tha soldiers 
from tha anemias bullets Today 
tha court is no longer capable of 
witnessing battles among tennis 
players, but stands as a forgotten 
memory of our history 



SHAHNAWA J ZAK FAH 






CARTOON SY ARTHUK^MtDOZO 
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SILL Y P O I NT 


CLIMBING A 

_ strikes em in a 

MOUNTAIN! 


News Item: Experts described the task 
ahead of Vishwanathan Anand to win 
the chess championships as the 
equivalent of trying to climb Mounr 
Everest in open - toed sandals. 

V ISHWANATHAN ANAND 
decided to take up the 
challenge of being the first 
chess player to climb Mount Everest 
He felt that if he could climb to the top 
of the World Trade Center for weeks 
together, although with the help of an 
elevator, he could also reach the top of 
Mount Everest. And so, dressed in a 
white Madrasi dhoti, barebodied, 
with MGR-style dark sunglasses and a 
holster across his hips, he stood at the 
base of Mount Everest, composing 
himself while television cameras 
recorded the event. 

'The sexy half naked chess fakir," 
gushed MTV (Madras TV) journalist 
Cindy Crawford, "he looks so 
exquisite that my brain has been 
drained of all desire for Richard Gere. 
Oh Richard, I am sorry for this brain 
drain." 

Soon Anand made his first move: 
legs 2 to MES 1 (Mount Everest Slope 
No.l) 

Anand began to climb up the 
mountain but within three hundred 
metres, he was stopped by Anatoly 
Karpov who challenged him to a chess 
game. 

"Who sent you here?" Anand 
asked in astonishment. 

"Kasparov sent me by fax," Karpov 
replied, "planes are too lax and he 
wants to save on the airport tax." 

The chess board was placed on a low 
table and sitting on plastic stools, the 
match began in high earnest. Anand 
wanted to make this match as short as 
possible and so he decided to emidoy a 
brand new Indian manoeuvre, c^d 
the J, Jayalalitha Defense. This meant 


that the famous fat belly dancer from 
Tamil Nadu did a dance in front of 
Karpov, shaking her hips back and 
forth a la Urmila Matondkar and 
singing, "Mangta Hai Kya." 

Karpov's concentration went 
haywire and Anand had no problem 
in saying, "Checkmate." Karpov 
stared at the Jayalalitha Defense, 
something which he had never 
encountered in his distinguished 
20-year-international chess career, 
his tongue sticking out like a 
breathless dog, the saliva dripping on 
to the chess board and he said 
helplessly, "I am also trying to check 
myself, mate, but 2 know that n is a 
losing battle." 

After Karpov resigned, Jayalalitha 
donned her bullet-proof gown and 
her gentlewoman pilot Sasikala just 
about managed to whisk her away 
from the grasping hands of the 
Russian bear.... 

But barely had Anand managed to 
escape from one bear, he encountered 
another by the name of Boris ('How 
dare you call me Becker') Yelstin who 
shouted: "This is my Sermon On The 
Mount: I want a Russian to be the first 
on top," They started a wrestling bout 
but Anand waited patiently to use the 
Ruy Lopez opening. This opening 
occurred when there was a gap 
between the rib cage and the upper 
arm. As soon as there was an opening, 
one should immediately push in a 
feather and tickle the armpits. The 
result: the subjea doubles up in 
laughter, has a heart attack and is 
more or less inunobilised. Which was 
what exactly happened to Yelstin who 
is now recovering from a heart attack 
in a hospital in Moscow. 

After that, Anand made rapid 
progress up the mountain and within 
a matter of days, he reached the top. 
But to his surprise, he saw that 


Kasparov was standing there. He 
asked the chess champion, "Garri, 
how come you reached here before 
me’>" 

"I used the Sicilian Defense which 
meant that the Mafia hired a plane and 
I was able to parachute on to the top," 
replied Kasparov. Anand suddenly 
drew hjs pistol and shot Kasparov, 
who was as quick on the draw and 
shot back and amazingly, the bullets 
collided in mid air and were defleaed. 
The result* a draw. 

"You boka ('fool'm Bengali), I am 
from Baku, so you can't trick me that 
easily," Kasparov said with a sly smile. 
And so Anand and Kasparov were the 
joint conquerors of Mount Everest. A 
crestfallen Anand was coming down 
with Kasparov when mountain 
commissioner T N Seshan, dressed in 
his now familiar cream loin suit, asked 
for their mountaineer identification 
cards Anand already had one, since 
he was an Indian and the elections 
were just a few months away, but 
Kasparov had no ID card. And so, 
Seshan had no hesitation in 
disqualifying Kasparov. 'Illegal 
Trespass' was the charge. It was in that 
manner that in the end, Anand 
became the first chess player to climb 
Mount Everest and in the process, he 
avenged his crushing defeat by 
Kasparov in the World Chess 
Championships. It was one of the 
greatest individual achievements by 
an Indian sportsman. 

"I am the latest," Anand said to the 
waiting pressmen at the base of 
Mount Everest, "I am Man Mountain 
Jake. I am also Phantom, The Ghost 
Who Climbs. Old jungle saying: Don't 
mess with the Maestro from Madras!" 

Sheviin Sebastian 


3S 











LViZ?, 






."a. 

■ '■^' ‘ ■ .?i' 







V. AaM* iMft At( M 2S. IM siiraly OM hm aMdMr ■IM at tfM titia 


Interesting 

Y QUR article, 'What's in a 
name?' on Martina Hin^ 
<5ppr^orM 27th September) 
made very imeresting reading. 
Thpvgh tmly fourteen years of 
. .^^.»l^pipyshergtm^ 

‘ jgdnkahd'.sheceTtalrdyseans^^ 
i .fa^tltepotei^ to become die 

.v^|gm>!^.stie hidMlte confMenf 
I'hilmmaiiid he^ 
reads a iitak^ - 


Revealing 

T he article, 'From Hero to 
Zero' by Novy Kapadla 
{Sportsworld, 27th Sept.) was 
really revealing. We treat our 
sporting heroes very shabbily. 
The experience of Rajender 
Singh has stirred our hearts. We 
consider hockey as the national 
sport and yet we treat the hockey 
players badly. In these 
circumstances, how can we 
expea our team to compete at 
the highest level? 
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TAHIR GItANI, 
Srinagar. 


















GUEST COLUMN 


ISLAND 

SERENADE 

SRI LANKA has become an athletic powerhouse in the sprint 
events at international competitions. They should now be a force 
to reckon with at the SAP Games in December 


T HERF was a time 
when India rode 
roughshod over all 
the other 

participating nations in the 
South Asian Federation 
(SAF) Gaines' But things 
have changed and the next 
SAF Games to be held in 
Madras from December 
18 27 1995 will only 
illustrate yet again how 
relatively smaller nations 
are catching up with Big 
Brother India mall 
disciplines be it football or 
even athletics 

It would not be wrong to 
say that athletics enjoys a 
low priority status in 
comparison with other 
major games among the 
nations that constitute the 
South Asian Federation At 
least that has been the 
general impression for 
some lime I ooked at in 
this way the progress made 
in recent years by the Sri 
Lankan track and field stars 
IS remarkable in more ways 
than one 

At the 1993 SAF Games 
in Dhaka, they created a 
number of upsets for both 
India and Pakistan 
particularly in the track 
events in the men s 
seaion, which enabled 
them to wind up with a 
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medal tally of 8 gold, 5 
silver and 4 bronze, against 
the Indian male score of 
8-8-4, thanks largely to 
their superiority in the 
throwing events. 

The fallowing year, 
women sprinters from Sri 
Lanka made an impressive 
showing at the Asian 
Games in Hiroshima, with 
Susanthika Jayasinghe 
(13.57 secs) and 
Damayanthi Darsha 
(23.61) finishing second 
and third in the 200 metres 
final. It was an apt prelude 
to the shape of things to 
come in the recent Asian 
Track 6r Field 

Championships at Jakarta. 

Susanthika Jayasinghe 
won a Championship 
record breaking 200in in 
23.00 secs, after finishing a 
close second to China's Cui 
Dan Feng in the 100 
metres; Shriyani 
Kulawansa won the 100m 
hurdles in 13.29 secs and 
the women's 4x 100m relay 
squad wound up fourth 
behind China, Kazakhstan 
and Thailand in 45.26 secs. 
In the men's section, there 
was quality running by Sri 
Lankans who were third in 
the 4x400m in 3:07.87, 
just ahead of India in 
3:08.24 and with Sugath 
Tillakaratne finishing third 
in the 400m final in 46.21 
secs, and if any of them will 
be in Madras for the next 
SAF Games in December, 
they will be assured of top 
places in their events. 

The competition in both 
the men's and women's 
section promises to be very 
exciting indeed. As things 
stand, India will have to 
rely very heavily on the 
throwers for overall 
sutcess. Hitherto, SAF 
athletjkrs have been 
dominated by Indian 


I women. That may still be 
the case in Madras through 
sheer arithmetic of 
numbers from the home 
side, but not before we 
succumb to Sri Lankan 
supremacy over the 100 
and 200 metres. 

The relays will. In all 
probability, provide the 
most exciting fare of all, 
considering the relative 
strengths of the two rivals. 
At the last SAF Games, the 
Indian women had it all 
iheir way; winning both 
4x 100 as well as 4x400 
metres finals while the Sri 
Lankans were victorious in 
the men's relays. At the 
time of writing, India, with 
a creditable silver in the 
women's 4x400m, in 
Jakarta, has the edge in 
only one of the four events. 

Former national javelin 
ace, Ranjith Weerasena. 
who heads the Sri Lankan 
Athletic Federation seems 
optimistic about the 
prospects of his athletes. It 
would, according to him, 
be the logical conclusion of 
the systematic training 
programme launched to 
develop meaningful track 
and field athletics in the 
country. 

Maybe there are lessons 
that we can learn from this. 

STOP PRESS: The news of 
Sri Lanka's sprint queen, 
Susanthika Jayasinghe, 
the 200m gold medal 
winner at the ATP 
championships, having 
failed a drug test at Jakarta 
has now wiped much of the 
sheen off Sri Lankan 
athletics. 

Ranjit Bhatia 

The author is a Rhodes scholar 
and a former Olympian who is 
now a reputed expert writer on 
natibnal and international 
athletics. We are proud to 
announce that he will be 
contributino regularly to 
Sportsworid 
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SPECIAL FEATURE 


KILUNG US 
SOFTLY WIT 
HER SMILE 

JYOTIRMOYEE SIKDAR won the 800m gold at the 
Asian Track and Field championships at Jakarta 
last month. By this win, she has at last emerged from 
the shadow of Shiny Wilson. Married to middle 
distance runner Avtar Singh, this young couple 
have a song on their lips and rosy dreams for the 
future. 


It IS four o'clock in the afternoon on a Monday 
in October In the Salt Lake Stadium in 
Calcutta Jyotirmoyee Sikdar and her 
husband Avtar Singh are doing laps around 
the 400m track There are a few other 
Statedevel athletes also doing the same a few 
of them bare-bodied and running bare feet 

Jyotirmoyee and A vtar suddenly sprint 
down the back stretch and you can see her 
neck muscles bulging, as she struggles to keep 
up with her husband After a hundred metres 
or so, she crosses him in a burst of speed and 
zooms down the track A vtar docsn't try to 
play catch up, and after almost a lap, 
Jyotirmoyee slows down and comes to a stop 
Then she puts her hands on her hips, and 
breathing roughly through her mouth, twists 
her body from side to side After some time, 
Avtar Singh comes up and they set out on a 
jog Later, they do another fast lap which also 
ends in a walk. 

Both of them are perspiring profusely The 
air is still and humid, although the sky is, in 
parts blue, in pans with grey, cot ton-like 
clouds while in the distance, there is a bank of 
black clouds that resemble the exhaust fumes 
of an ill-maintained bus Half an hour of 
40 


training later, lyotirmoy ee takes off her white 
spikes and walks barefoot on the track 
towards the grass verge where her kit is kept 
She puts on a bright red bottom half of a 
tracksuit and comes up to me, sitting some 
distance away, on the edge of the track 
We start talking, her most arresting feature 
is her clear, brown eyes a limpid pool She 
speaks softly, almost shyly and her voice has a 
timbre of nervousness in it Perhaps she js 
un used to giving interviews or perhaps it is an 
innate shyness that makes her hold herself in 
reserve 

Here are some excerpts Irom the interview 

How did you take to athletics? 

My father was a district level footballer in 
Bangladesh But somehow, because of an 
injury, he could not play much Therefore, he 
had this deep desire to be a top class sportsman 
that he could not fulfil So when I was young, 
my father encouraged me a lot when I showed 
an interest in athletics He used to accompany 
me to school races and although he did not 
have the technical knowledge to give me the 
right training, the faa that he was behind me 
was most encouraging I took part in 
inter-schooI meets and did well. This was in 
the village of Debagram in Nadia district. 

When I passed my Higher Secondary exam, 
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house I am at present in the post of Head 
Clerk in the Railways, but I don't have to go to 
work since I am in training for the SAP 
Games Then, in the afternoon, I come to the 
f9M: 1to<ApflnintheNationalGames,Newpi^ ' Salt Lake Stadium and I do some speed 

IM; Sttverittedalinthe8()0matth«MI«r*StiBleilW^ training it is called Fartlek training, which 

at means that you go fast for a little while, then 

IM? ; aivet medal m the 800m at the Inter-AalKat^ you go slow and then you go fast once again 

meet. New Delhi This helps to strengthen the heart arid the leg 

ISN ; Gtrfd medal In the 800m at the AQ-mdid la«r muscles My husband Avtar helps me in the 


CAREER HIGHUGHTS 


University meet at Patiala 
800m silver medal at the Open NattonaimOdt 
198G-91; Did not take part m natftmal codji^BditMen 
because lof a bone spur and a recunfi^ s^CMadi 
ailment 

ISn , Silver medal in the 800m at Gw OpeniGitkiAals 

at Calcutta. 

1G92. Bronze medal in th«^800m atthe Natioiiaiia, at 
Bombay 

1S8S * Broke Geeta Zutshl's 14<‘yeajro<Md 

record m the 800m with a tlnie of 2:0,4 tRiitog 
the All-India Inter Railway fpeat InJRew 
19M : New national record in tte iSOOnt atthe ^Sigd 
Open National chanqihinsblps at Mmlnil, thia 
bettered the 12-yeai-<Gd toaiA: let hy^Geata 
ZutshL 

1905: Open National golds in the 4O0i 80f)i vifd 

ISOftan at Jamshedpur. 

Athlete of the meet at the Bederadoh Cup), 
Calcutta. 

She took part In tlM Gothenhutg Wdrkl 
Athlencs championshipi^ but Waseho^iated In 
the heats of the 800m. 

WontheSOOmgoldattheAslan'naackatijdMeld 
Championdbips held at Jakarta: came flfth,.iii 
the I50(hn. Silver in the 4iM00m relay. ^ 


i just practise 
a lot, I don't 
have any 
God-given 
talent, like 
the way 
Shiny has 


my father who was a schoolteacher moved off 
to Kanchrapara (an hour s tram ride from 
Calcutta) and I came under the tutelage of 
SatyaRanianRai an athletics coach 1 started 
winning inter district meets and later 
state level meets And finally it was in 1988 
that 1 won my first national level competition, 
when I took the 800m medal at the All-India 
University meet at Patiala This performance 
enabled me to get a job in the Railways in '88 
(For full details of Jyotirmoyee's national and 
international career see box) 

What is your daily training like? 

I get up at five o clock in the morning and I go 
for a 12 km run These are slow, endurance 
building luns My husband always 
accompanies me on these runs Then I return 
atabout 8-30,9 am After that, I have my 
bath and breakfast and sort of relax in the 


training 

Where did you meet your husband Avtar 
Singh? 



s__ P E C„ „ I . A L FEATURE 


I met Avtar in the '92 camp in Bangalore Yes. Initially, my parents were opposed to the 

where we were training for the Asian Games friendship. But one of my younger brothers 

Aviar approached me and offered to help me who works in Delhi, in the Air Force, saw 

because 1 was quite alone in the camp and we Avtar and liked him and he supported me a 
were both 800m runners. lot. It was with his help that I finally 

(Jyotirmoyee falls silent here) persuaded my parents that it was Avtar that I 

Then what happened? You fell In love wanted to marry. In the end, they gave their 

and so on? acceptance. 

(She laughs in embarrassment). Then she says What sort of a man Is Avtar Singh? 

simply, "We got married in February, '94 " He is a very peaceful man. But the best quality _ 

There must have been some opposition I like about him is that he is very helpful. He is 

from your family since he is a Punjabi always helping people whenever someone tii^ m a oiaiiibar af 

and you are a Bengali? has a problem, especially in the camps. 4XIOOm ralaif Itam 
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JyOtfnMVM OM ■! tiM 
Sah Lain Sinlluia dartaf 
bar avaoiag traiahii 


While we are talking, both of us can see A vtar 
Singh still doing laps around the track. He is 
lithe, but with muscular thighs He runs in a 
thud-thud manner, the legs sort of beating 
down on the track, quite unlike the smooth, 
silken strides of, say, a Sebastian Coe. Avtar 
Singh runs the 800m at the national level. As 
Jyotirmoyee talks, her eyes are always on the 
runnmgform of her husband, as she watches 
him go round and round. After a while, Avtai 
Singh joins us; he is also dressed in a red 
bottom track suit and a grey T-shirt darkened 
by round blotches of perspiration. He has a 
boyish smile, a firm handshake and 
Jyotirmoyee relaxes perceptibly in his 
presence. We continue with our conversation. 


You have done India proud by winning 
the only gold at the recent ATF meet In 
Jakarta. But In world class competition, 
India stands nowhere. What is ^e reason 
for this? 

Firstly, there is a lack of proper scientific 
coaching from a young age. Take my case. I 
only got really top class national level 
coaching from 1992. And yet, vrithin three 
years, I was able to win the 800m gold at the 
Asian Track and Field Championships. In 
India, there is a tremendous depth of talent, 
but there is no proper and systematic way to 
develop it. I am sure that if we receive the 
proper training from childhood, we can also 
reach international levels. 

Then, there is another problem in India, 
which is that we choose our teams for 
international events much too late. 
Sometimes, it is just days before the 
competition. This creates a lot of unnecessary 
tension for the athlete. Ri^t till the last 
moment, they are not sure whether they are 
going to be seleaed or not. So athletes will just 
concentrate on trying to reach the qualifying 
mark. It is only after they are selected that 
they think of trying to win a medal, but by 
then, it is much too late. For example, the 
team for this 

ATF meet was selected just days before the 
Championships began. In faa, I only felt sure 
that I was seleaed when I sat on the plane to 
Jakarta. 

Now, for the '96 Atlanta Olympics, the 
Trials will be held just ten days before the 
Olympics begin. That is much too late. If they 
can selea the team six months in advance, 
then we can really train hard and try to arrive 
somewhere in the rankings. Abroad, most of 
the teams are seleaed six months in advance. 

Then what other drawback's are there? 
(Avtar Singh suddenly interrupts and says); 
The Federation should selea the best athletes, 
put them in a camp, give them the best 
facilities, the best det and a permanent coach. 
They should be sent abroad for international 
exposure and even If they don't perform well, 
we must persist with them for at least a few 
years. Because, surely. In the end, one of them 
will win an Asian level gold medal. But what is 
happening today is that if an athlete does not 
perform well in one meet, he is immediately 
thrown out. If he is injured, he is also thrown 
out. We don't give a chance for the athlete to 
develop his potential. Take Jyotirmoyee's 
case: if in the SAF Games Trial she does not do 
well, for whatever reason, she wBl be thrown 
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>10, not i^eidly. But I have myself trained under so many ' 
coadies in my career, so I have some idea of coaching. 
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out even though she has a good chance of 
. winning the gold. Instead, she would be told 
; not to take part in the Trials. After all she is an 
> ATP gold medal winner. Then she can train in 
v peace. In India, there is exceptional talent, but 
^ politics has destroyed everything. (For 
; interview with Avtar Singh, see box). 

, Jyotlrmoyee,doyouhaveany 
; suggestions for the Improvement of 
, Indian athletics? 

There should be more money In athletics. And 
: there should be the involvement of people 
from well-to-do families. Like Rachpal Singh, 
who is now the President of the athletics 
association in Bengal. Then these people 
will be less interested in making money and 
more in Improving the athletes' training and 
performance. Like the recent sponsorship of 
the Federation Cup in Calcutta by Khaitan. 
Now this was a very good thing. All the 
athletes were very happy. If we can have 
meets sponsored like this, it will be a good 
incentive for all of us to do well. Athletics has 
never received good sponsorship the way it 
happens in tennis, badminton and cricket. 

But if we get sponsorship, if we get prize 
money for winning medals, then we are 
bound to do well. 

Do you get angry that cricketers are 
making so much moneyTRecently, 

Sachin Tendulkar signed an advertising 
contract worth Rs. 40 lakhs. 

No, I am happy for the cricketers. It is their 
good luck to earn so much of money. And no, 
no, 1 am also happy that Tendulkar is earning 
such large sums of money. Why should 1 
begrudge somebody of that? All I am saying is 
that there should be more money in athletics, 
that's all. 

Okay, what Is your strongest quality as a 
person? 

I just practise a lot. I don't have any God-given 
talent, like the way Shiny has. I am more like 
Usha and Bahadur Prasad. We don't have 
much talent but we make up for it by sheer 
hard work. 

Do you think you jMn emulate Shiny 
Wilson's International career? 

I want to. But the Government does not send 
us for international bimpetitions the way 
they used to, in the past. Without 
international compcjtition, we cannot 
improve, like, for example, this year the only 
international competition we had was the 
ATF championships. In December, there is the 
SAP Games, where the sundards are not too 
hl^ and I expect to win the gold in the 800 
and 1 SOOm. ^ 
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For the '96 
Atlanta 
Olympics the 
Trials will be 
held just ten 
days before 
the Olympics 
begin. That is 
much too 
late. If they { 
can select 
the team six * 
months in 
advance, then , 
we can really ' 
train hard and’^ 


try to arrive 
somewhere 
in the l 

rankings 


Shiny says that she is planning to quit 
after the SAP Games. So then you will be 
the flag bearer in the women's middle 
distance events? 

1 don't think Shiny is going to quit. After all, 
why should she? She is still winning medals in 
international competitions. Frankly, this talk 
of quitting by Shiny was started way back in 
1991. So I am not sure whether she will 
actually quit this year-end. Of course, there is 
only one major international competition 
next year and that is the Olympics Although I 
doubt whether she can qualify for that, since 
the qualifying times arc very stiff. So perhaps 

she might actually call it a day. 

Ji is now twilight; there is an eerie silence in 
the stadium. All the other athletes have left. 
Wc have been talking for over an hour when, 
from the distance, the watchman hails us, 
telling us that it was time to move on. He 
wanted to hek the gates of the stadium. And 
so, reluctantly, we get up and both Avtarand 
Jyonrrnoyec pk A up their kit bags and we talk 
towards the gate. Jyotirmoyee invites me to 
her place. I promise to go sometime in the 
future. 

Outside the stadium, Avtar Singh points at 
his brand new dark grey Bajaj scooter that has 
been presented to Jyotirmoyee after her 
Federation Cup performance by the Institute 


of Amateur Athletics, West Bengal. "The 
AAFIhas promised Jyotirmoyee a Maruti 
car, "Avtar says, as he pats the scooter with 
proprietorial affection, "we expect to get it in 
a couple of weeks." 

Then A vtar, with his tongue firmly in his 
cheek says that he would have liked to give 
me a lilt but there is place for only one pillion 
rider and in this matter, wives have to come 
first. 1 assure him that I had also come on a 
bike, so there was no problem. They get on 
and Avtar starts the scooter. I gel on my bike, 
which is parked some distance a way, and as I 
start it, I suddenly realise that I had not asked 
them their ages. Somehow, it just slipped my 
mind. I can sec them in the distance and A vtar 
is riding slowly, perhaps because it is a brand 
new scooter. So I had no problem in catching 
up with them and I say, "Excuse me 
Jyotirmoyee, but 1 forger to ask you your age." 

She sits sideways, one arm across the waist 
of A vtar Singh and says, "lam 25." 

"Well, then how old is Avtar?' I ask. 

She looks at him: he looks back at her and 
smiles and then tells me, "lam 27." 

"But you look so much younger than 
lyotirnioyee, "I blurt out, realising at that 
very instant that this was the worst thing to 
say in front of a young wife. 

Avtar pounces on the statement, looks back 
triumphantly at Jyotirmoyee and says, "See, 1 
told you that 1 look much younger than you." 

"Ha," she snorts, "okay I may look older 
but that is because I am working so hard. It can 
get so tiring." 

A vtar now smiles teasingly and says, "You 
know! think 1 look about 20 years old." 
Jyotirmoyee finally decides to push in the 
knife, "But then who is winning all the gold 
medals?" 

Fora moment, he is flummoxed. His smile 
son of freezes on his face and it is clear that he 
is thinking swiftly of a witty riposte. After all, 
like all men, in the presence of women, he is 
desperate to have the last word. So he says, 
"Well as long as one of us is winning the 
medals, that is the most important thing." 

By this time, they had completely forgotten 
my presence. They look into each other's eyes 
and now this was a clear case o/Hum Ko Sir! 
Tiimse PyarHai. Andl as an onlooker, was in 
a clear case o/kabab me haddi. I thought it was 
prudent to leave nowand so [hastily say 
goodbye but they barely glance at me and say 
goodbyebefore they continue to look at each 
other while I zoom off into the gathering 
darkness..*.. # 
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DOWN MEMORY LANE 


Rememberin 


Pearson Surita is no 
longer with us but he 
has left behind a ridt 
legacy of memories. We 
retntxiucebeiowfheveiy 
first column that 
he was commissioned 
towritefor Sptortnwrid 
(29Feb,-6Mar. '84) in 
rememberance 

A S far as I can recall my first 
exposure to the noble 
game of cncket took place 
when I was about nine 
years old The lower flat in our family 
mansion in Alipore was, at the time, 
leased to the North British Insurance 
Company, and one of its executives, a 
very keen and indeed, a very fine 
player had rolled out a practice wicket 
and set up a small net outside their 
tennis court on the south side of the 
building This did not quite meet with 
the approval of our father, who was 
more of a tennis buff, because of the 
ever-present danger of a cricket ball 
landing with a disconcerting thud on 
our court on the eastern side in the 
middle of a gentle Sunday afternoon 
mixed doubles* Even if only very, very 
occasionally 

But I was more drawn to the 
cricketing portion of the premises and 
to the art of batsmanship as displayed 
by Mr McCann who had found 
employment for the erstwhile tennis 
chhokras (ball-boys) and, ultimately 
myself, by getting us to bowl to him on j 
about a half-length pitch Thus, did I 
receive my baptism into the game 
1 was, at the time and like so many 
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young boys of that era, being 
instruaed in the rudiments of the arts 
and sciences in a convent school but a 
it was considered that by the age of ten 
we represented some dreadful danger 
to the girl students, we were all moved 
off to that excellent institution on 
Park Street, St. Xavier's or elsewhere, 
mainly in the hills. It was here that I 
could once again listen to the sweet 
sound of bat meeting ball but it was 
quite some time before I was regarded 
as being either tough enough or 
well-mannered enough or 
good-looking enough or whatever to 
be invited to 'nets' and, shortly there 
after, to join the Second XI. Thus was I 
confirmed in the brotherhood of the' 
game. 

Then followed a two-year 
sabbatical in England during which 
the only time I handled a bat was 
when being photographed with my 
brother, Ivan who went on to become 
a good wicketkeeper and played for 
Combined Universities against Lord 
Tennyson's touring team. But 
otherwise it was sheer delight. Jack 
Hobbs was in full flow and an uncle of 
mine took me along to The Oval 
where Hobbs duly obliged with a 
hundred against a County side whose 
name escapes me. And later in the 
season, this was 1926, he performed 
as expected with a century at that 
ground in the Test against the 
Australians, having hit one earlier at 
London's more illustrious centre. 

Lords. 

To me. Jack Hobbs has always been, 
is and always will be the greatest 
batsman of them all. In 1925, the year 
previous to our arrival in England, he 
surpassed W.G. Grace’s long-sunding 
record of 126 centuries in first-class 
matches and in a career q>anning 29 
seasons amassed over 61,000 runs; 
over'2000'tQoreThan his great 
contmnporary, Frank Woolley who. 


however, took 217 innings more than 
Hobbs to reach his aggregate. 

And then, of course, along came 
Bradman who was never satisfied 
with anything less than double or 
triple centuries and once hit a 
staggering 452 not out in a Sheffield 
Shield match against Queensland. 
Bradman was in the game for only 22 
years, just half of Grace's tenure at the 
wicket and it is interesting to note that 
in that time he scored roughly half the 
number of runs gathered by the 


Doctor. But the latter went out to bat 
on 1493 occasions while the 
Australian wizard got his runs in 338 
innings which gave him an 
unbelievable career average of 95.14! 

So, why do I plump for Hobbs? 
Well, he went in at the number one 
spot, a position which always involves 
a great deal of added responsibility. In 
it you are a foundation layer, you 
have to see the new ball off and cope 
with peculiar problems which it 
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provides and thus soften up the 
opposition, to some extent, tor the 
benefit of those that follow in the 
batting order Hobbs in addition, was 
renowned for this great ability when 
playing on wickets reduced to fiendish 
conditions by the vagaries ot the 
English and, occasionally the 
Australian weather Remember 
wickets were not covered in those 
days He was the complete batsman, 
the master, the nonpareil 
In the context of what I write the 
story probably apocryphal can be 
told of how when Bradman first 
arrived at Lord's in 1930 he was 
approached by a small boy lor his 
autograph Bradnpian obliged but had 
walked hardly a tew paces when the 
same small boy stopped him and 
asked if he would sign just once more 
Bradman obliged again but naturally 
asked the reason for the request 
'Well sir', said the small boy, you 
see forevery two of your signatures! 
can get one of Jack Hobbs " 

Shortly after he had retired Hobbs 
came out to India with his favourite 
opening partner Herbert Sutcliffe as 
guests of the Maharaj Kumar of 
Vi/ianagram, the late 'Vi77y" We all 
flocked to Eden Gardens to see these 
two' greats" play but were sadly 
disappointed as Hobbs was bowled, 
early in his innings, by a wicked 
"shooter" from a somewhat 
lesser-known Calcutta bowler named 
F M Khan However, a day or two 
later, Sutcliffe delighted us with a 
beautifully put together century at the 
comparatively small ground at 
Marcus Square Hobbs did not play as 
It was a Sunday, the Sabbath, but 
Marcus Square, thereupon, became 
one of my favounte grounds and 
remained so for some time 
A domestic crisis necessitated 
withdrawal from our prep school in 
England and a return to India tn 1927 
and to St. Xavier's Here, m due 
course, I was promoted to the First XI 
and thus achieved my ambition, 
shared by countless young players, of 
treading the turf at Eden Gardena, • 









WQE TO THE 

COLOUR OF 
YOUR SKIN! 


Racism 
reared its ugly 
head in 
Britain when 
an article in 
the Wisden 
Cricket 
Monthly 
accused 
Devon 
Malcolm of 
less than 
100% loyalty 
while playing 
for England. 
The article 
caused 
widespread 
outrage and 
the spotlight 
was back on 
racism which 
seems to be 
tearing 
British society 
apart 



ANALYSIS 


COLORSPOflT 



W E have all seen over the years how 

fireworks lit up the sky over Calcutta's 
Muslim mohallas when traditional rivals 
Pakistan won a cricket or hockey match in an 
international tournament, espedally against 
India. This has always generated ill-feeling 
and tension between the two communities of 
the country. 

In fact, this was partially the reason why a 
talented former Bengal 
cricketer-tumed-cricket writer decided to 
join the Bharatiya Janata Party immediately 
before India's last general elections. I can still 
recall his first public speech at an eleaion rally 
somewhere in north Calcutta where he cited 
his distressing experience at Srinagar's 
Sher-e-Kashmir Stadium as his main 
motivation behind joining politics, 
particularly the BJP. Watching a group of 
Muslim separatists who somehow mingled 
with the spectators; burn the Indian national 
flag had been a most agonising and revolting 
experience for him. 

But I am sure even he would never have 
questioned the patriotism of India's 


Mohammad Azharuddin just because 
he happens to be a Muslim. Not even the most 
communally-minded commonman would 
ever nurture such thoughts or hatred in his 
mind. 

But here in England one Robert Henderson, 
writing for the prestigious cricket magazine 
Wisden Cricket Monthly used the same logic 
that once persuaded this cricketer friend of 
mine to believe that just because some 
misguided Muslim fanatics rejoice in the 
defeat of their 'own* country at the hands of 
Pakistan, all Muslims must be unpatriotic. 
Robert Henderson in his article alleged that 
black or Asian sportsmen, particularly 
cricketers, bom overseas but raised in this 
country, do not feel the same allegiance or 
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loyalty to England when playing for England. 

This was seen in many quarters as 
downright racism, racist fanaticism rather. 
And it came at a time when Britain is going 
through an agonising series of racist 
controversies, the vermin of this evil suddenh 
seeming to have contaminated almost every 
sector of this country's political and social life, 
ranging from the new laws regarding 
immigration to even the minority-friendly 
Labour Parly's annual conference where 
many observers found a streak of racism in 
their leader Tony Blair's speech and policies. 

But the cricketing world did not see any 
dispute in this, no two opinions about this 
whole affair Their only reaction was outrage, 
which was expressed immediately by the 
England skipper Mike Atherton 
and sports journalists 
everywhere in the media 
roundly condemned the theory. 

But in Jamaican-born Devon Malcolm, 
England's well-known and successful bowler, 
it caused nothing short of anger. He took the 
magazine to court for libel against people like 
himself who fall in the traitor category 
mentioned in the Wisden Cricket Monthly. 
And the case did not require too much and too 
long deliberations to reach a verdict. 

Even though the magazine authorities said 
that they had already printed an apology and 
was prepared to repeat it in public, the High 
Court in London awarded Malcolm 

substantial libel damages and legal costs. 

It was obviously an open and shut case. 
People like Devon Malcolm can never be 
guilty of treachery, for having less allegiance 
to their country than their white or true 
British colleagues. The statistics speak 
volumes in favour of him. Devon Malcolm 
has been chosen to play for England more 
than tinny times, and has taken more than 
one hundred wickets in international 
matches. 

And, of course, his nine wickets at the Oval 
against South Africa still stands out as an 
unforgettable feat. One cricket writer here 
wrote that in Malcolm's case this allegation is 
totally mistaken. On the other hand, what is 
unmistakable is the faa that his deeds on the 
cricket field prove absolutely that he gives 
everything when he plays for England. 

Xrlyd noticeably, all this support for Devon 
Malcolm came even before he made his own 
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feelings public, saying, "I love playing for 
England. That's the greatest feeling anybody 
can get—playing for their country. I have had 
a chance of playing for England and ever 
since. I've always been 110 per cent for 
England, I don't care how the going is. I 
always want to play tor England. I always 
want to bust a gut for England." 

To put things in perspective, racism and 
even neo-Nazism has long been a problem in 
British sport, degenerating many an exciting 
sporting night to merciless mayhem. When 
English football fans became the scourge of 
Europe and elsewhere, analysts, especially 
law and order experts discovered much to 
their despair, that the violence was being 
caused by a section of people who are turned 
on not so much by the frenzy of football, but 
by the bloodlust of Fascism. There could be no 
sporting solution to it. Fascism needed to be 
faced with force. No soft options would work, 
it was realised, and as a result English football 
was banished from Europe for quite some 
time. 

In cricket too, xenophobia has raised its 
head from time to time. There have been 
moves to curtail the participation of foreign 
players in County cricket, arguing that it was 
stifling the growth of domestic talent. 

What the proponents of this theory forgot 
was that English County cricket has been 
accommodating foreign talent for a long long 
time, especially when the country was 
teeming with world class talent. In the recent 
past, England had been facing a talent crisis 
anyway. It had nothing to do with the 
participation of Asian and Caribbean players 
in County cricket. 

And look how richly the foreigners are 
contributing to the quality of County cricket. 
Even if one chooses not to delve into too 
many statistics, India's Anil Kumble alone will 
stand out as a glorious example of what 
foreigners can do to an otherwise dull affair. 
And if anything. Anil Kumble, 1 am sure, has 
only been a source of inspiration for many 
upcoming English bowlers, who would do 
well to emulate his skills watching him from 
close quarters. He, surely, has not been a 
hindrance for a homegrown very English 
bowler. 

From Devon Malcolm, too, England has 
only gained, whatever may be the colour of 
his skin. • 
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Adventure sport is catching 
on in a big way around the 
world. But what has been 
astonishing is the number of 
Asians who are doing 
scuba-diving, dimbing rock 
faces, skiing and wind 
surfing. An artaiysis of the 
trends 


BY T.S. VENKATARAMAN 

T he past decade has seen a 
tremendous increase in the 
popularity of adventure 
aaivity-oriented holidays. Many 
people are no longer content just to sit on a 
beach; they want to learn something new, do 
something different. Modem jet travel and a 
welcome improvement in facilities have given 
summer breaks a new dimension. 

The travel industry calls them, "adventure 
holidays" and indeed, there is an element of 
adventure in most of them. They needn't be 
exotic nor do they have to be arduous. The 
basic requirement is a reasonable standard of 
physical fitness and a willingness to 
experiment, without taking foolish risks. 

They are for people with a bold and inquisitive 
spirit. Age need not be a barrier, at all. 

For big thrills, few things can beat river 
rafting—a crazy, wet roller-coaster ride in 
inflatable rafts which slide over the rocky 
floors of rivers, braving the awesome 
turbulence of Whitewater rapids. 

The search for new experiences has 
attracted attention to all kinds of places 
which, before the jet age, rarely saw visitors. 
Who would have thought, a few decades ago, 
that sportspersons would want to see 
Antartica? Baja California, isolated for so 
long, has been "discovered" by intrepid 
travellers and films like Crocodile Dundee 
have made many people eager to see 
Australia's outback. Tourists have also come 
to recognise that there is more, much more in 
Indonesia than the island of Bali. 

Hang-gliding is a popular sport these days and 
so is ballooning, the most ancient form of 
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flying known to man. More and more people 
are also getting acquainted with the silent 
fascinations of the underwater world. 

People first put on snorkel, mask and 
flippers in summer and this is in the clear 
waters around the Aeolian Islands in Sialy. 
and they are hooked But the Mediterranean 
cannot compare with the Canbbean. the 
Seychelles, the Red Sea. and the Paafic. This is 
where you will find the real splendours of the 
silent world—speaacular coral reefs teeming 
with exotic marine life. They may be familiar 
from television, but there is nothing like 
exploring them yourself. It is a thnlling 
pastime 

The Alpine landscape of tall, peaky 
mountains and deep valleys in Scandinavia 
offers top skiers uninterrupted downhill runs 
on a different scale from anything possible in 
Northern Europe From the 'Aiguille du Midi' 


at the shoulders of Mont Blanc, skiers can 
tackle an uninterrupted 20 km descent to 
Chamonix^ from an altitude of 12.500 feet to 
3000 ft., stopping only to gaze at the 
spectacular scenary of ice walls and gaping 
crevasses waiting to swallow unwary skiers 
who slide off course. 

And piaure this: You've just spent $4,000 
on a state-of-the-art mountain bike, a 
titanium frame so light that you can lift it with 
a finger, front and rear shock absorbers to 
cushion the jolts as you careen down 
rock-strewn slopes, the latest 
throttle-mounted gear changers built into the 
handlebars—4n short, every biker's dream 
machine. There's just one problem: Without 
leaving behind your water bottle, there's 
nowhere on the stripped down bicyde to put 
your mobile phone. 

Such are the dilemmas fadiig new 
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breed of sporting enthusiasts and yuppie thrill 
seekers. From Pusan to Penang, more and 
more Aslans are throwing themselves out of 
aircraft or off cliffs, inching spider-like up 
sheer rock faces, hurtling down mountains on 
two wheels or two skis and braving sharks and 
the bends to view the glory of life underwater. 

Mr Robert Houston, publisher and 
editor-in-chief of Action Asia cites as an 
example the explosion in scuba-diving, 
noting that registration of new divers in Asia 
has increased by about 30 per cent annually 
for the last four years. The growth in some 
countries is much higher; Thailand, for 
example, saw registrations jump 85 per cent 
last year. By far the most popular aaion sports 
in Asia are hiking, scuba-diving and 
mountain biking, says Mr Houston, followed 
by skiing and wind surfing. 

Grouped together some distance behind 
come a slew of much more riskier activities, 
such as para-gliding, mountain climbing, 
Whitewater rafting and micro-lite flying. 

Why have so many Asians suddenly taken to 
expensive sports that can often be dangerous? 
Partly thesurge reflects the region's 
phenomenal economic growth in recent 
decades, which has left Asians with more 
money and enough leisure time to enjoy it. 

"People are looking for an experience that's 
memorable and different," says Mr Houston. 
"They've seen the art galleries and museums 
and been to the beach. Now they want to 
climb a rock face. Why go to a luxury resort 
and sit by the pool with a book if you can climb 
a mountain or dive a reef or do some other 
enriching experience?" The challenge and 
danger posed by most of these sports is 
certainly part of the attraaion. 

Take Phoebe Leong, a writer for a woman's 
magazine in Kuala Lumpur whose hobby is 
rock climbing. "I always had a fear of heights 
and this was a good way to get rid of it", she 
I says. The secret, she adds, is to "just cling onto 
the rock face; you're all right as long as you 
don't look down." 

Action sports also bestow on their 
participants a degree of glamour. "It's not like 
tennis," says Mr Houston. "It's a complete 
lifestyle. When people become surfers or rock 
climbers, they get totally into the scene, buy 
all the toys, learn the jargon." Those "toys" 
don't come cheaply, though. According to 
one estimate, the average Japanese diver 
spends 1,0Q,000 yen ($ 1,000) for an 
introductory training course, 300,000 yen for 
equipment and 100,000 to 200,000 yen for a 


dry suit. Add to that the expense of flying to 
sometimes remote diving sites. 

Which sports are most popular in particular 
countries is largely determined by two faaors, 
their geography and state of economic 
development. Thus the region's most 
economically advanced country, Japan has 
long led Asia in pursuit of action sports, with 
the so-called four tigers—Hong Kong, 
Singapore, South Korea and Taiwan—trailing 
behind. The Taiwanese are keen scuba divers; 
however, the island's relative flatness rouses 
little local interest in skiing. Japan, which 
boasts snow-clad slopes aplenty, has some 17 
million skiers. 
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But Asians' growing fascination with sports 
brings problems as well as pleasure. 
Inadequate training can make enthusiastic 
novices a danger to themselves and their 
surroundings. Operators of dive resorts in 
Southeast Asia, for example, are particularly 
wary of Taiwanese divers who, they say,.are 
poorly trained, Indisclplined and destructive 
of the environment. According to one diving 
guide, "They smash into coral and show little 
concern for sea life." 

Adventure sport is what you make it. You 
need an open mind, curiosity, and the ability 
to adapt. It all depends on how much time and 
effort you are willing to put into enriching 
your life. 9 






BY SUPRAKASH GHOSHAL, 
LONDON 


A s the fatal blow landed on 
his head it seemed to seize 
him in a deadly vice, 
choking the air quickly out 
of his lungs. Watching those fateful 
moments even from the safety and 
comfort of one's drawing room, one 
could almost feel those shafts of agony 
that were driving deep into his 
forehi^ad, blinding him with a pain he 
had never known before. Perhaps, 
even the marrow of his bones must 
have ached so excruciatingly that his 
whole body went numb. 

The next moment boxer James 
Murray lay cold in the boxing ring 
This was another death in the 
modern-day prize fighting. To many 


FOCUS 


Thera era ill-effects after e long career in 
boxing: even the legendary Mohammad Ali is 
known to have developed Parkinson's Disease 

another devastating piece of evidence 
that boxing does not simply belong to 
our life and times. 

We have heard and read about the 
primordial bloodlust of 'civilised' 
Rome where fine specimens of 
powerful human beings killed each 
other for money and fun. We have 
heard about the dark deeds of the 
medieval times when the vanquished 
in a duel used to be ritually put to the 
sword amid the cheers of frenzied 
crowds. 

And then we have seen this fine 
young man, trying to make a bit of 
money and a bit of name for himself, 
suddenly sinking into a sea of 
darkness that killed his brain and then 
slowly enveloped his whole existence. 

This time too the crowds were 
making a huge noise, missiles were 
flying in, because the 'sporting 
speaators' in the arena were upset- 
at the sight of a dead boxer—that 
their evening's entertainment had 
been spoilt. 

Believe it or not, the above incident 
happened in the month of October of 
the year 1995. Not in the dark ages. 

So, should this be tolerated, in this 
day and age? "Certainly not," insisted 
Srikumar Sen, veteran boxing writer 
of The Times, London. "Morally, 
nothing can justify professional 
boxing as a sport. This is a lethal sport, 
a killer game. It is extremely difficult 
to accept it as a sport in this late 20th 
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BLOOD IN 
THE RING 

In spite of the precautionary steps taken, tragedies inside 
thepoxing ring continue to occur 






century, especially when medical 
science has revealed to us how much 
damage boxing can cause to a man's 
brain /'headded. 

Scientists say that the punches that 
professional boxers land on one 
another's head cause concussion. The 
extremely sensitive matter inside our 
skulls which we call the brain is sent 
knocking about the Inside walls of our 
skulls, when these punches shake a 
boxer's head quite violently. Even if 
somebody survives such gruelling 
cerebral punishment in a long career 
in boxing, total avoidance of its 
ill-effects is extremely rare. Many 
veterans, even legendary boxers, 
including the great Alf are known to 


have developed various problems like 
Parkinson's disease, slurred speech, 
and recurrent amnesia. In some cases, 
the knocks in the head have been so 
hard that instant blood clots have 
separated the brain from the rest of 
the body, resulting in suspension of 
blood supply to it. The next stage is 
brain-death. 

Scottish bantam weight title-holder 
James Murray's plight was quite 
similar. During the fight, he had a 
bioodclot in his brain; he collapsed 
and was pronounced dead at the 
hospital. His father Kenneth Murray, 
mother Margaret were at his bedside. 

And it was from Jim Murray's 
closest family members that we heard 


The frenzied crowd perceive boxing at great 
entertainment, but ineide the ring anything can 
go wrong. And the fighters do it for the aeko of 
making money and a name for themeelves 

the most surprising reaction. While 
the demand for banning professional 
boxing was gaining momentum, Jim 
Murray's father Kenneth Murray 
came out strongly in support of the 
game that killed his son. He said, he 
would not blame boxing for what 
happened. Neither would he blame 
Drew Docherty, Murray's opponent, 
who was by then struggling to recover 
from the trauma of 
unwillingly "killing" his opponent. 

"I feel sorry for Drew Dochcny and 
Jim Murray would have felt sorry for 
Docherty, but he should know that 
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we do not blame him for Jim Murray's 
death/' said senior Murray, "There is 
nobody to blame whatsoever." 

Murray also said that families 
should not discourage their sons from 
taking up boxing and insisted that in 
many ways, Jim's success in the ring 
was a source of pride. 

It was in such a pathetically ironic 
situation that demands for banning 
professional boxing began to grow. 
The British Medical Association 
promptly published their research 
findings, showing how consistently 
boxing can cause damage to one's 
brains. It insisted that compromise 
formula was the best idea so far to 
solve this problem which meant 
taking the head out of the target area 
in boxing. 

Scientists argued that since the 
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head gear that amateur boxers wear 
can prove counter-productive, there 
was no option left but banning the 
"headhunt". 

And expen Srikumai: Sen 
corroborated the fans provided by the 
scientists, saying "It has been shown 
that if there are persistent attacks on 
the head the head gear can aaually 
augment the spinning effect of the 
head. The bigger the head, the greater 
the impaa and that's why boxing 
authorities are nearly convinced that 
the headgear does not really provide a 
solution." 

Neither does the option of taking 


the head out of contention, because it 
will inevitably take the excitement 
out of pro boxing resulting in drastic 
fall in its popularity. 

"We have to take this fact into 
account too that quite a number of 
professional sportsmen today depend 
on boxing for their livelihood," 
protested Murray's manager Alex 
Morrison, "If professional boxing 
loses its charm, its excitement, then 
there will be no cash coming in to 
promote the sport. Boxing will no 
longer be paying. What will then 
happen to those professional boxers?" 

The question is relevant, especially 
against the backdrop of the Swedish 
experience. Sweden banned 
professional boxing long time ago. But 
this has not prevented people from 
clinging on to the sport for a living. It 
has only made their life difficult. Since 
Swedish professional boxers are 
allowed to fight outside Swedish 
territory, their boxers are made to 
scurry the whole European and other 
territories for an opportunity to fight. 

"It is like we have been disowned by 
our country. The attitude is like: 

Okay, you guys can do whatever you 
want, but first clear out of our 
backyard," said one Swedish boxer, in 
a TV interview, adding, "Well, we 
have got no other means to make a 
living, all we ever wanted to be was a 
boxer. So, why can't we make a living 
in our own country. Well, yes, we 
might die one day in the boxing ring. 
But then, whose iife is it, anyway?" 

It is this recklessness among 
professional boxers that amazes and 
outrages most people. "Whose life is 
it, however?" Well, yes, that's a very 
good question. But then is there any 
society in this world that permits or 
encourages manslaughter for fun, or 
even suicide? Even euthanasia is still a 
bitterly disputed topic, both from the 
morai and scientific points of view. So, 
is professional boxing. And till that • 
debate is over and some constructive 
and comforting steps are taken,it 
seems we can do little but throw up a 
prayer when the bell tolls once again 
to start another round of|boxing 
somewhere in this world. Another 
bout with death. # 

es 
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BURNING UP! 


Michael Schumacher destroyed the opposition and became the world 
champion once again, even before the circuit got over by k.o. Jacob 


T he year started off as usual 
with promises. Promises that 
the '95 edition of the FIA 
Formula One 

Championships would be one of the 
most keenly contested versions in 
recent times. It was promised that 
superiority this year would be the 
result only of skilful driving as 
sophisticated gizmos were banned: in 
short, the victor this year would be the 
best driver in the circuit based solely 
on his driving abilities and not on the 
car he drove. 

M 


Well, now that the season is almost 
over, the Championships has also been 
decided. Michael Schumacher proved 
decisively that he is quite simply, the 
best and this was proved after the 
Pacific GP at Aida, Japan. People who 
created a furore, a couple of months 
back, when Schumacher signed on 
the dotted line for Ferrari for an 
astronomical amount, are now quiet. 
Schumacher, has aptly demonstrated, 
that his never-heard-before price for 
his services is damn well worth it. He 
proved without doubt that he was not 


only the champion for '95, but has 
ensured that his name will go down in 
racing history as one of the greatest 
drivers the sport has seen. 

At he became the youngest 
driver ever to win the Championships 
two years in a.row, a feat last 
performed by the legendary Ayrton 
Senna in 1991. With the Japanese GP 
(which will be over by the time you 
read this) and the Australian GP stUl to 
be held. Schumacher has an 
unassailable lead over his ntain . 
contender, Damon Hill. Even if .. 




Midwti sonunniMr pnivw iMyonv oohiii 
thttlMittlitbittlntlMbiitiiiMtof FI rMlni 

Damon Hill manages to win both the 
Japanese and the Australian GPs, and 
even in the event of Schumacher not 
garnering a single point in both the 
races, he would still be tops with 92 
points while the Briton would 
manage only 79 points. 

Even at the Pacific GP, the German 
showed the true dass of a champion 
by winning the 83 lap race even 
though he started from the second 
row of the grid. Aaually it was 
superior race strategy from the 
champion and his Benetton team that 
got him the title. Benetton Renault's 
game plan was visible throughout this 
season and the race at Aida was no 
different. Schumacher took the lead, 
during Coulthard's second pit stop 
and then never relinquished it till he 
took the chequered flag. The 
Scotsman, Coulthard, eventually 
finished second and his teammate, 
Damon Hill settled for third place on 
the victory podium. 



After it was all over, the champion 
seemed to be at a loss for words in the 
press conference. All he said after the 
race was, "It's a strange feeling at the 
moment, because it really has not 
sunk in that I'm the world champion 
again. Already it is a beautiful feeling 
not only to win the title, but also the 
race. I must thank the Benetton 
Renault team for the spedal part they 
played in the Championships. I made a 
good start, but Damon pushed wide to 
stop me passing him, and the two 
Ferrarisgot by but I'm just happy to 
have won the race." 

Damon Hill, who for the second 
time in his career saw the chances of a 
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Championship title disappear, 
appeared totally dejected after the 
race. All he had to say was, "I am 
disappointed, but 1 tried my hardest to 
get a better result but that is the way 
the dice rolled today. I have got next 
year to think about, as well as the next 
two races.” 

Even next year, Damon Hill has to 
contend once again with his main 
adversary, and it is once again going to 
be Schumacher. Whether '96 will 
have some surprises in store for 
Schumacher still remains to be seen.# 


Formula 1 World Champions 







Thafann at SportaworM, circa 1985 


H ere I am again, back in the 
city where 1 was born, on a 
glorious nine-week 
holiday. Here I am again, 
writing a "Freewheeling" after a 
couple of years. Once upon a time, not 
so long ago in faa, most of the writing 
chat appeared in this column carried 
my name, but it's been almost eight 
years since I was on the editorial staff 
of this very proud magazine. 

Times have changed, people have 
moved on, the magazine itself has 
changed (for the better) beyond 
recognition. But this page survives in 
content, in approach and style. And 
thank goodness for that. 

When it first began, more than a 
decade ago, the original intention was 
to have a single page that floated, from 
one issue to another, through the 
magazine. So we planned the style of 
the page. It would never be serious in 
content. Someone used the phrase "a 
freewheeling writing style". Someone 
else suggested calling the page 
"Freewheeling". And that was where 
it all began. For one issue, it was in the 
middle of the book. Another time it 
was sandwiched between a book 
extraa and a feature. Then my former 
colleague and very dear friend, Mudar 
Patherya told me in his inimitable. 


firm manner, "it's got to have a fixed 
place in the batting order—make it the 
last page. If it becomes a popular page, 
our readers have to know where to 
find it." So the last page it became. 
And he of the firm manner took it 
upon himself to get the page logo 
designed—the same artwork that is 
still at the top of every Freewheeling 
page. 

Sometimes, the page told stories of 
our travels around the globe. 
Sometimes it Just narrated funny 
stories that would never have found 
thehr way into a serious magazine. But 
always, the intention was to 
entertain. Once, I recall fondly, it was 
used to play an elaborate April Fool's 
joke. 

Some of the names that appeared 
on this page have moved on to bigger 
stage. Rohit Brijnath, is on the staff of 
'India Today." Pradeep Paul's 
column in Singapore's "New Paper" is 
proof of his capabilities. Mudar 
Patherya, too vastly talented to spend 
his life in sports writing, is an 
authority in the world of finance and 
commerce. Derek O'Brien's face is 
recognised by quiz fanatics from all 
round the country. Barry O'Brien, 
who could wine magazine features 


with exasperating ease and no 
apparent effon, has made his name in 
the corporate world as a promoter 
with considerable clout. Suprakash 
Ghoshal, whose nickname on this 
paper was "Tycoon", is now on the 
staff of BBC in London. And Andy 
O'Brien, who runs this mag so 
capably, has no regrets about not 
going to England as a Rhodes scholar. 

Any newspaper or periodical would 
have paid a king's ransom (literally 
and metaphorically) to have had such 
vast talent at its disposal. Members of 
Sportsworldwere always going to be 
an elite brotherhoold, as anyone with 
a trained eye and a modicum of 
common sense could have told you. 
You didn't need to be a fortune-teller 
to know that this group had 
something special. The class of '83, 
unfortunately, stayed only a short 
while before graduating, in 
spectacular fashion, in other fields. 

But the alma mater, Sponsworld of 
the Ananda Bazar Group of 
Publications, has never been 
forgotten. 

David McMahon 

(David McMahon was Associate Editor of 
Sportsworld untU he left in Januaiv 1988. 
He IS now a Senior Editor wth the 
Melbourne Age mAustrt^ia 
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CHAPTER! 

Now thot Azhar is in complete 
control, can he overcome 
all controversies to lead Indian 
cricket into a new era? 
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Now that Azhar is in 'complete 
control', can he overcome all 
controversies lo lead Indian 
cricket into a new era*^ 
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BY RICA ROY 



ANEW 

CHAPTER 


Now that Mohd. Azharuddin is in complete 
control of the Indian team, can he overcome all 
controversies and lead Indian cricket into a 
new era? 


s, v; ^ Mf he dark days may be far 

gone, but then they can't be 
forgotten. "The memories 
come flooding back. 1 had just 
been appointed the captain in 1990. 
My team was almost as raw as 1 was at 
my job. The selectors had gon^n for a 
very new side after the tour of 
Pakistan in 1989. Krish Srikkanth was 
not with us. Nor was Ravi Shastri. Nor 
for that matter Dilip Vengsarkar when 
we landed in New Zealand. I was very 
nervous and hesitant about the whole 
business." 

That's how today's enormously 
successful and confident Indian 
captain, Mohammad Azharuddin. 
looks back on his dark days of 
appointment as the rtational skipper. 
Azhar may have come in as a total 
novice, but after a period spent in 
limbo he has done enough in the past 
three seasons to suggest that he will 
have the job for the asking until he 
wishes to retire. "Probably, that's at 
least after a period of 4-6 years," is 
what he feels about calling it a day. 

True, that Indian cricket hasn't 
been blessed with a captain of Richie 
Benaud's abilities at leadership as well 
as analysis of the game, nor a captain 
in the Ian Chappell mould, a rebel 
with a cause, a player's captain. Indian 
cricket was unlikely to have a Mike 
Brearley because 'intellectuals' do not 
play cricket in this country except 
when they are very young. Yet, it has, 
however, had its fair share of 
successful captains. And. by any terms 
Md. Azharuddin surpassess all of their 
achievements. 

If Mansur Ali Khan Pataudi was the 
first of them in terms of making 
Indians shed their complex about 
playing visiting Test teams, 

Azharuddin is the latest at least in 
terms of statistics, with a 33.3 per cent 
success rate as against thg 22.3 per 
cent of Pataudi. His is the most 
remarkable tale because few would 
have given him a chance to match 
Pataudi's and Sunil Gavaskar's Indian 
record of winning nine Tests. 

Just about two seasons back^ when 
the Indian team landed from South 
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CA VASKAR Vs. AZHAR 


WAR OF WORDS 


First the controversy was over rumours about the Indian skipper's 
alleged 'affair' with Sangeeta Bijlani, then it was over him putting 
his name to shoes But now the latest controversy involves two of 


India's most popular sportsmen 
on the pages of The Telegraph 

T his IS one war weaiuldali 
have done without The 
sub-continent s greatest 
batsman versus India s most 
successful captain Or to be 
speafic Sunil Gavaskar versus 
Mohammad Azharuddin 
And while A/har said (without 
once mentioning Gavaskar) that 
he wouldn t stoop to such levels ' 
and that he was 'above all this', 
one wonders whether this will 
actually close an unhappy chapter 
or add one more spark to a fire 
which threatens to turn into an 
inferno 

Gavaskar of course, unleashed 
the first salvo in August when he 
wrote (in his column in a sports 
weekly) that "India will have a 
new captain" after the 
February-March World Cup 

The Little Master argued that if 
India won the season's showpiece, 
Azhar 'would want to quit while 
he is a winner For good measure, 
he added Similarly, there is no 
doubt that if India does not win, he 
will be forced to quit" 

If Azhar, who has remained 
unruffled even in the most trying 
circumstances, was lookmg for an 
opportunity to react, it came 
quickly when a fortnightly sought 
his comments 

Azhar's rather biting response 
was "I'm going to be there for 
another four years He (Gavaskar) 
is entitled to his views." The 
dcipper told this correspondent 

same thing on die eve of 
nmOiUh's Bangalore Test If 
fie was, perhaps, more 
"You can't stop anybody 


Following was LP. SaM's report 


from saying anything 
In the interregnum, the national 
selectors had done their bit to 
embolden Azhar They appointed 
him captain till next September 
A just reward,' was how Azhar 
desenbed this aa without 
precedent, convinced he had done 
enough to earn the selectors' 
confidence Also, he could not be 
too bothered about what 
celebrated columnists may wnte 
Clearly, Azhar made it pretty 
obvious that even though 
Gavaskar may have been one of his 
strongest backers (it is 
inconceivable, for instance, that 
Azhar would have kept the job 
after flopping in Australia and in 
the 1992 World Cup had Gavaskar 
not plugged for him repeatedly, 
speaally in his columns), he now 

Qavnkan BmMliai a googly arum lallla 
coRfiPowsfiy 



has to identity all of his own and 
would not allow others to call the 
shots Nor would he allow 
anybody to curb his strokes * 

If Azhar's seemingly nonchalant 
reaction to the captaincy issue 
upset Gavaskar, one can hardly 
blame him For, with good reasons, 
Gavaskar believes that he has 
contnbuted to Azhar's continuing 
in the'hot seat for almost six 
years Sure he does not see himself 
as Azhar's mentor, but definitely 
feels that Azhar ought to be 
grateful for past favours 

Well Gavaskar 'hit back'even 
quicker And this time by 
championing Navjot Singh 
Sidhu s cause 

But what shook the Indian 
dressing room was this 
observation " there is going to be 
a feeling in the team that unless 
you are a yes-man, you are going to 
be cast aside even if you have the 
performance to back you " 

There were quite a few red faces 
when this appeared m print 
(October 18, Day-Ipf the 
India-New Zealand series) and 
where Sidhu is concerned, there 
really is no denymg that he has 
rarely been treated in a manner 
befitting the country'ssenior-most 
cncketer 

Apparently, what aggravated 
matters was Azhar's assertion 
(ironically, in his ooltiqin In the 
same sports weekty which ^ 
triggered the current 'row') that 
the Bombay prass waiprone to 
writing anythl»|i. '^..Mow trice to 
createcQittrtriifrjihst (on the Sfdhu 
fnm^here ndto: shoijd4exiri:. 

Bombay » 

parriodai^'lUtciepdMeio ihhk" 
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(Via his syndicatecf column^ he 
asked whether the Board would 
advise the selectors to drt^ Azhar 
from the ensuing Cuttack Test for 
violating rules by not playing a 
domestic tournament, the Wills 
Trophy. 

Aahar has since unconditionally 
apologised to the Board, but that 
singeing Cavaskar column has left 
scars which will take time to heal 

"I haven't read the column, nor 
am I interested m going through 
it.. But, yes. I've been informed of 
its contents," was ail that Azhar 
would commit himself to coolly 
(he even started humming a tune) 
but very firmly 

Meanwhile, vague and 
unconfirmed whispers abound. 
That Azhar's break with 
Sanspareds Greenlands (SG), a 
brand closely associated with 
Gavaskar, hasconmbuted to the 
bad blood Sven that Azhar has 
apparently not been paid for the 
Ekta kijeetiv film produced by 
Professional Management Group, 
a company where Gavaskar has a 
major stake. 

With the World Cup only 
months away, the Board is 
understandably "alarmed" at the 
"falling out", as a senior mandarin 
put it, between Gavaskar and 
Ajthar. Indeed, as this high profile 
Deason unfb)45, a messy 
tN^omOne is something nobody 
IfkCd 

t ^IvdlifilnlynotAxharorf^^ 

flwMOti 

In rtgdy to 'cMdftcations' sought 
by the Boam oi Control for Cricket 



secretary Jagcnofaan Dahhiya. 
Azhar explained that he had 
infoimed his state association but 
did not realise that he had to seek 
Board permission too 
"Ajdiat has said that he 
informed $hivlal Yadav of the 
Hyderabad Cricket Accoclation 
under the impression that n would 
besuffiacnt," said Dalmiya. "He 
said he was not aware of the rules 
on this particular matter. He said 
he was sorry, and that such a thing 
would not happen again " Mr 
Oalmiya said that the skipper had 
also spoken toBCCI president l.S 
BIndra 


When asked whether the HCA 
had aaually given the skipper the 
go-ahead, the Board secretary said* 
"Since the HCA has not 
complained to the Board, I suppose 
they don't have any objections " 
he said the BCCI had accepted the 
skipper's apology and now 
consideFed the "chapter closed" 
The controversy had erupted 
when former India skipper Sumi 
Gavaskar had, in his column, asked 
whether the Board would ask 
selectors to drop the skipper from 
the Cuttack Test because he 
skmy<^ 3 BCCI meet without 
sufficient grounds. Azharuddln 
had a crypuc "everyone's free to 
write. It's a democratic country" 
when asked to comment on the 
arride. 


Crfdcet ffippager AJit Wadekar 
fidt thdt Ws| "biw" have 'learnt to 
tdkb such tl^giIn their stride". 
"Tbi^'ie matulv enough now, so 


such situatipihs doesn't really call 
00 me to interfere," he said. 
Describing Gavaskar's arucle as 
being "personal Views", Wadekar 
, .brtttibftformerqfiesBngbatsman 
y' bmjteveiyrb^ttoeyfif^ 
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Africa, A/har was so despondent 
about his team's cricket that he did not 
believe he would retain the captaincy 
He was not sure about his batting 
place and at the same time he may 
have believed that the captaincy had 
slipped away 

How extraordinary has been the 
turnaround in his loriunes* The 
transformation was first fuelled by an 
elegant century on his return lo the 
familiar environment in which the 
wristy batsman could score ai will and 
the spinners could knock off leaden 
fooled English batsmen ' The 
confidence was restored, courlsey 
England" lacklusi re performances 
against a fiercely motivated Indian 
attack", recalls Azhar 

The reincarnation of Mohammad 
Azharuddln was a timely 
phenomenon Had that 
transformation Irom a loser to a 
winning captain not taken place at the 
Eden Gardens, Indian cricket would 
have plunged further into a hot 
dispute over the captainc y 'All I 
knew from the beginning of that Test 
match was we had to win and I had to 
score runs The century (182) may not 
have been in my mind, but 100 was 
definitely a target And once again, 1 
was back on the road, at my favourite 
ground, the Eden Gardens ' 

Throughout Azhar's 'period of 
despair', that lasted for almost two 
seasons there were two personalities 
who had faith in his abilities Sunil 
Gavaskar and cricket manager, Aju 
Wadekar Both of them pleaded for 
the retention of Azhar on the premise 
that he had not led enough in India 
and that a home senes might be the 
answer to India's woes as well as those 
of Its captain Before long, they were 
proved right* 

Though Wadekar still continues to 
be the pillar of support for A/har, 

Sunil Gavaskar, in his receni columns 
had suggested a change in captaincy 
after the World Cup But Azhar, 
reserved as he's known to be with his 
comments, maintains '1 *1 continue 
with my job as long I feel 1 m at my 
best and worthy to my side Mr 
Gavaskar is entitled to his views It's 
fine bv me" 




AdMRTiMtoliitoiil? 


Ever since Azhar got accustomed to 
the winning ways he has never been 
insecure about losing his job On the 
other hand he added it has been a 
cakewalkl The strength and support 1 
derived from Mr Wadekar and Kapil 
Paaji{x I recently) has made me a 
toughe captain Maybe it has 
influen ed my personality as well 
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admits the skipper 
The Azhar-Wadekar relationship 
has grown into a deeply rooted 
bonding, established on the clear 
principles that whatever the manager 
does IS only to help take the load off 
the captain rather than dominate him 
or usurp his role also provide him 
valuable suggestions at cruaal phases 



Sceptics meanwhile have 
questioned Azhar's captaincy acumen 
as well It would be fair to say that he 
has picked up much in the craft of 
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captainqr as pertaining to events on 
the field and his increasing confidence 
in the job since his reincarnation in 
the Calcutta Test against England. He 
has also grown in stature. Lately, 
some have been of the opinion that he 
has become deliberately assertive. "I 
don't mindin what people are saying. 
Once they complained that I was 
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low-key and did not have control over 
my hoys, now they criticise me sayinj{ 
that I am arrogant." 

Today, he is measured against a 
personal benchmark of 11 wins and 
he is apable of winning more Tests for 
India ihan anyone in history. It 
Pataii .i was the daring buccaneer 
who g^ive Indian cricket its 
10 


sell-respect, Gavaskar was the 
calculating skipper who hated to lose. 
He may consequently have been 
defensive but then consider the 
bowling weaknesses of his own team 
in which Kapil Dev was by far the 
pre-eminent strike bowler, while 
Dilip Doshi alone qualified as a 
spinner outside the home 


The threa big guns of Indian crickat Kapil. 
Azharand Gavaskar 

environment. Azhar's approach is 
more dewn-to-earth. "1 clon't blame 
anyone when you lose a game. Still, a 
win is after-all a win. Records count 
and in the end it does ncM matter how 
you achieved it". His captaint^' record 
earned him the unprecedented luxury 
of being appointed captain till next 
September. 

As Azhar looks to what may lie 
ahead in a season involving the World 
Cup in February-March next year, the 
longest serving captain in 63 years of 
Indian cricket history says, "It feels 
good to be reinstated once again. It's a 
just reward. Now what's uppermost in 
my mind is toput ip the best of effort 
during the ongoing series against New 
Zealand, followed by the World Cup 
and do justice lo my job, as well as the 
confidence that the team of selectors 
have reposed on me". He continues in 
an affirmative tone adding, "We have 
taken the New Zealand series as a 
prcpaiation for the World Cup. The 
tour ends on November 29 and we 
will have two clear months to think 
and prepare for the Cup. We have to 
sharpen our fielding skills and be on 
the look-out for bowlers and all 
rounders. We might also have some 
conditioning camps and regular 
training schedules. But nothing's 
finalised as yet". 

The Wills World Cup will be a 
totally different ball game, as 
compared to the Test and one-day 
series against the Kiwis and Azhar's 
well aware of that, "Coloured 
clothing, floodlights, white-balls will 
ensure that the game is far removed 
from tradition. There will be matches 
filled with drama and excitement and 
thousands of spectators from all 
around the subcontinent will throng 
to the turnstiles of cricket". 

And amidst ail these peripheral side 
shows a win in the World Cup may be 
the final ambition oi a captain who 
has nearly realised all his 
dreams. And lifting the World Cup 
alone will complete the golden lines of 
a 'success story'. The real icing on the 
cake as it were. • 









Do you think your victory in the match 
was greatly due to psychological reasons? 

Garri Kasparov: In any match, the loser first 
loses psychologically and then it happens on 
the board. But what was more important in 
this match was that Anand was 
over-confident. He was probably hypnotised 
by his coaches, the people around him and the 
atmosphere in general—everybody wanted 
me to lose. Under the influence of this and his 
great preparation, he lost respect for me. 
Maybe, deep inside his hean he was not so 
confident, maybe he was a bit scared, but the 


atmosphere kept telling him otherwise. 

How did you feel aftef the abject defeat 
in Game 9? 

It was a psychological disaster losing Game 9.1 
was determined to kill him the next day. 1 
spoke to my coaches and saw the game with 
my mother—it was terribly unpleasant. It was 
an indication of Anand's preparation, which I 
knew was good but I told my mother, 'Just 
watch the first six moves tomorrow. If he 
plays the Open Defence to the Ruy Lopez, he 
is dead. Just pray he plays it.' Anand, of 
course, did play and was defeated. 







YfhM kind of pressures were you under 
to retain your title? Also^ Urhat do you 
think are the reasons for your victory 
over Anand? 

I have an extensive world championship 
experience. I played some 164 world 
championship games before this match and 
this was greatly underestimated by them. 1 
made some preparations also. At times I was 
working 12 hours a day for this match, but 
I wish I had one more month. Then I 
could havebeenmore precise. 

So inttially I had problems in breaking 


FOR ME " 


GARRIKASPAROV talks 
about his recent 
Championship win over 
V. Anand, his politics, his 
ideas and his dreams 

INTERVIEWED BY ANIEK PAUL, 
NEW YORK 


through and I decided to play safe and test the 
waters. People around Vishy were misled by 
this and said: 'Look he is offering a draw in 
every game. Gary is dead and he will never be 
able to come back/ So, after game 9, which 
was an accident, Anand completely lost his 
respect for me. Actually, he lost it much 
before, but after game 9 it was nil. 

Look at game 11—played the Dragon and 
it was a big surprise for him. He had to play a 
tough middlegame, 16....Qa5 was a new 
move, and when we reached the endgame, I 
offered a draw. It was indeed a draw. Okay, 
white was slightly better in that position 
but black has no danger either. But he said no. 
Then, I made a move and he could see he 
could attack a pawn and two rooks 31 ....Rc2 
was not a deep trap, but he really expected me 
to have made a mistake. If you have any 
respect for the world champion, would you go 
for it? He is great at calculation, but I was 
surprised that he fell for it like a rabbit. 

Even game 10—he should have not played 
Ruy Lopez again by any means. It was the first 
time the opening was being repeated in this 
match, and someone should have suggested 
him to play anything else, 1 e4b6,1 e4 
Nc6—anything—but not that. But 
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fortunately for me, they couldn't believe I 
could discover such an idea. This could have 
never happened if he had the slightest respect 
left for me. 


plans and regulations regarding the 
Reunification match. So I think the PCA will 
decline to find a sponsor for the 
Karpov-Kamsky final. And I know that FIDE 
President Florencio Campomanes has so far 
been unable to find a sponsor, so I don't know 
how they are going to find a way out. The 
problem is being compounded by the 
arrogance of both Karpov and KamskyT Of 
course, the biggest dispute is about my rights 
as the legitimate world champion, which 
entitles me to retain the title, in case of a tie. 

When do you think the match will be 
held, if at all there is one? 

It's very difficult to fix something because 
there are too many political games being 
played inside FIDE. We are going through 
great difficulties, but if there is a Reunification 
match, I think, it will be in NTovember next 
year, because otherwise we will have 
problems with the Olympiad and other 
tournaments. Besides, 1 think Karpov and 
Kamsky will not complete their match before 
that. 

Is it going to be in New York again? 

Not necessarily. There are few other options 
and some of them are very attractive. And 
now since BBC and Eurosport have signed a 
contract with us, it is possible to play 
somewhere else and still be on the air. 

One of the other offers is from Gran 
Canaria, Spain which is famous for holding 
the strongest annual closed tournament in 
the world—the Dos Hermanas meet. 


You were previously very Involved in 
politics. Is that Involvement still there at 
the present moment? 

I think chess takes too much from me and 
joining politics now will absorb all my time. 
However, I'll certainly help my friend Alexey 
Makarov in his campaign for the ensuing 
general elections in December. (Makarov is 
the President of the Russian Chess Federation 
and Vice>President of FIDE.) Besides, he is a 
member of the Russian ParlianMnt. But my 
participation will be limited to some public 
addresses, just to convince people that we 
should stick to the current course for reforms. 


What arc the hopes for a proposed Are you still close to President Boris 

Reunification match? Yelstin? 

Till this moment, both Karpov and Kamsky I ^35 very dose to President YebtlD prior to ’ 

have not consented to the PC A's blue*printed the disintegiatbm Of the Soviet VnioiuBut 
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now, I have withdrawn my unconditional 
support to him because he made some big 
deasional mistakes 1 consider his stand on 
the Balkan problem as simply shameful 


"I AM AN IDIOT PLAYING 
CHESS" 


So you will not campaign for Yelstin's 
re-election as President? 

I don't know if he is going to run for the 
Presidency Anyway 1 have yet to decide 
whom to suppon But it could be Yelstin 
because he seems to be the only choice It's 
hard to find an alternative 


What do you think you have achieved in 
your life? 

I have had very positive achievements in my 
life I ve been the world champion for ten 
years and tell me isn t chess belter today than 
It was ten years ago*^ I was involved in Russian 
politics and today it s better off—^we live in a 
free country But I have made many mistakes 
too Because I was young and inexperienced 
and full of energy and ran off in many 
different directions a lot of mistakes were 
made But now I am re-organising my life and 
I am just narrowing the field It's still very big 
but for me, it's narrowed dowm I have some 



VJSHWANATHANANAND rues his 
horrendous blunder in Game 11 and 
comments on the championships in general 

what do you think happened to you In this Championships? 
Welt I lost control of the match between Games 10 and 14 only 
because I failed to dnve home my chances, while Kasparov made 
the best use of his 

Was It wise to repeat the Open Defence to the Ruy Lopez in 
Game 10? 

If we check a vanation and we don't see any flaw, why shouldn't we 
repeat it? There was no reason to discontmue it I understand that 
Kasparov had a strong team, but ours was no worse either Besides, 
with 11 games remainmg, there was no point m starting to play for a 
draw and thereby concede the mitiative It's just the curse of fate 
that we overlooked the idea 

Did the Game 10 loss affect you tremendously? 

It's clear now that Game 10 affeaed me greatly but game 11 was 
really silly—^I gave a point for free—^nd that I believe was really 
decisive 

What exactly did you feel after losing Game 11? 

The first thing that struck me was, what ami domg here? Let s forget 
about chess—1 am an idiot playmg chess 1 could be a doaor, 
instead After working hke an animal for three months and ten 
tough games, I gave him a point for free'’ What is gomg on'’ But after 
a while, I realised that it's irresponsible to think of escaiie I have to 
continue working It was so pamful because the match was going on 
evenly However, I somehow recovered and I believed if I could win 
Game 14,1 would have had good chances again 

Interviewed by Aniek Paul New York 


enthusiasm for business, very limited in 
pohtics and a lot in chess But now 1 want to 
pay more attention to my personal life—I 
wish 1 could build it more solidly and it's time, 
not for wisdom, but probaby for matunty 

Your mother has been the biggest 
Influence of your life, isn't it? 

My mother has been the key to my success All 
that I've achieved is on account of her 
Without her, I would have been nothing 

What Is your married life like? 

My personal life has been a disaster My mam- 
age broke up some time bade and I have lost 
custody of my only daughter # 
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Rain may have put a dampener on matters 
strictly cricket. But the controversies generated 
off the field may ensure that the interest in 
Indian cricket is still alive. What is the right 
approach, we do not know 


A nother Test senes came 
to a close, dominated not 
by the cricketers but by 
rain And when the 
curtains were drawn, there was this 
strange feeling of deprivation 
amongst the fans The weather was 
the main culprit, so also was the fact 
that we were playing against a 
new*took New Ze^and team And 


this failed to spark off the usual 
euphoria that accompanies a Test 
senes in India It was almost taken for 
granted that India would stroll 
through It 

There were, however, a couple of 
relevant questions that come to mind 
Queries asked by die-hard cricket 
lovers Had this tour served any 
purpose towards uplifting the 


Gavaskar and Azkar giving tips to budding 
crickatars whan thair ralatianship was mars 
cardial 

standard of the game specially with 
the World Cup just four months 
away'> Also debatable is the fact 
whether this senes has in any way 
boosted the morale of the Indian 
cricketers 

Various arguments have been 
floated both defending and criticising 
the above factors but the Board 
maintains that New Zealand was the 
only choice available, because the 
other top teams already had prior 
commitments 

If the opposition was predictable 
the weather predictions went totally 
haywire Rain played spoilsport both 
in Madras and Cuttack The choice of 
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both these venues, specially Madras, 
prompts one to question the 
capabilities of the 'think-tank' as it 
usually rains there during October 
and that Madras was chosen as a 
venue in spite of this fact, leaves one a 
little bemused. 

It was not just the irrational choice 
of venues but also the nature of the 
Indian pitches that drew a lot of 
criticism from the Kiwis. But then, 
that IS nothing new. It is rumoured 
that the Kiwis have armed themselves 
with video footage of the pitch at 
Cuttack, in order to impart to their 
'curators' the wisdom of how not to 
make a pitch. In the recent past all 
touring team captains and managers 
were wont to complain about the flat 
tracks in India—^the most vociferous 
among them being Courtney Walsh. 

While we concede that the flat 
tracks are more suited to spin, which 
incidentally, is our strength, it also 
puts an extra strain on our fast 
bowlers which could in the long run 
hamper their careers. Of course, the 
host country does prepare pitches so 
that they can get that vital, edge but it 
must give the opposition a more than 
playable chance. Though the nature 
and conditions of Indian pitches have 
drawn a lot of cnticism from visiting 
teAms, the fact is that the scenario has 
remained very much the same. No 
change. 
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If there was even a minute 
possibility of salvaging some form of 
interest during this rather lacklustre 
series, then that possibility was 
translated into happenstance—but 
only off the field and not on it. Ajay 
Jadeja's cultured knocks in both 
innings at Bangalore, and Sidhu's 
exclusion from the side was the focal 
point of much discussion...albeit 
initially. Since then, it took second 
spot when it was announced that 
World Tel had signed up Sachin 
Tendulkar for a staggering amount 
(mmoured to be $7.5 million) making 
him the highest earning cricketer in 
the world. 

And then again that came in a close 
second to the slanging match between 
two cricketing heavyweights, Indian 
captain, Azharuddin and Sunil 
Gavaskar 

Theories were floated concerning 
the exact purpose of Gavaskar's 
article. Was it done with the intention 
of showing the Board that they had 
two sets of rules? Or was it done to 
antagonise Azhar on a personal level? 
And all this considering the fact that 
Gavaskar was Azharuddin's most 
vociferous supporter specially during 
the disastrous tour of South Africa. 
Others subscribed to the view that the 
row came about due to alleged 
problems regarding contractual 
agreements. 

When questioned in Cuttack about 


Gavaskar's comments the captain 
replied, "1 do not want to say anything 
about it. I am yet to read the article, 
but what has been written is his point 
of view Of course, 1 have sorted things 
out with the Board, which is why I am 
here." The latter comment refers to 
the fact that Azharuddin had offered 
an unconditional apology to the 
Board. A couple of days later, even 
though the Board stated categorically 
that the Indian captain had 
apologised, our protagonist stated, "1 
haven't apologised but explained to 
the Board and the matter is closed. It 
does not bother me. I have gone 
through all this before." 

The only time Azhar got ruffled was 
when he was asked why exactly he 
did not play for Hyderabad. He 
explained that he had missed the 
match because he was 'unavailable'. 
He went on to add the facilities, 
playing conditions and team selection 
in Hyderabad were below par and "It 
IS high time someone told the 
authorities how Azhar felt about 
things. It seems that more people 
know things about me and my life, 
that even I do not know about." 

Ironically Secretary of the BCCI, 

Mr. Dalmia claimed that no aaion was 
taken against the skipper because the 
Hyderabad Cricket Association had 
chosen not to pursue the 
controversy, magnanimously. 

The controversy will probably 
continue to evolve...or dissolve 
depending on what kind of armament 
our two protagonists are ready to use 
against each other. The immediate 
point of attention, however, should 
be concentrated on the conditioning 
camps which the Indian cricketers so 
desperately need and which will 
enable to prepare them both mentally 
and physically for the big ordeal 
ahead-the '96 World Gup. 

For our sakes let us hope that after 
winning this relatively tame series 
against the New Zealanders, 
complacency and an unfound sense of 
confidence does not set into the 
psyche of the Indian squad. 

The answer for this lies in the future. 
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PERSONALITY 


South Africa's charismatic fast bowler FAME 
DB VWUERS spearheads the attack in the 
ongoing series against England but plans to 
retire after the World Cup 


S OUTH AFRICAN 
new-bail bowler 
Fanie de Villiers, 
only 31 but talking 
about retiring after the 
World Cup next year, 
should be bottled by the 
United Cricket Board and 
only brought out for 
speaal occasions—like Test 
matches. 

Brian McMillan, with a 
maiden Test century and 
four wickets, played a 
major part in South 
Afnca's record 324-run 
home victory over Pakistan 
last winter There were 
cameo roles for Allan 
Donald and Jonty Rhodes, 
while the tourists' then 
skipper Salim Malik and 
Inzamam-ul-Haq played 
innings of quality for 
Pakistan 

But it was de Villiers who 
really fired the Wanderers 
crowd first with an 
inventive, spirited, 
undefeated 66 and then 
with a 10-wicket haul to 
take the Man of the Match 
award. 

Salim Malik admitted 
that the improvement in de 


Villiers had shaken him. 
'When we came here two 
years ago, Fanie was an 
ordinary medium-pacer. 
Now look at him. He's 
faster and very accurate'. 
This improvement has 


shown in his remarkable 
and rapid advance up the 
world ratings list. He now 
lies third, behind Curtly 
Ambrose and Waqar 
Younis, and ahead of the 
likes of Shane Wame and 


his new-ball partner Allan 
Donald. 

About two years 
ago, de Villiers was still 
considered a^one-day 
specialist and, at 29, he had 
still to play in a Test. 
Injunes to others saw him 
make his Test debut in the 
ram-ruined Christmas Test 
against Australia at 
Melbourne in 1993-94, but 
a week later he wrote his 
name into cricket history 
by bowling South Africa to 
an historic five-run viaory 
at Sydney. 

His excellent 6 for 43 in 
the second innings—he 
bowled unchanged for two 
hours on the final morning 
—brought him his first 
10-wicket bag in Tests. He 
has now played in 14 Tests, 
taking 70 wickets (24 76) 
at an average of five per 
match. 

However, success only 
followed a long uphill 
struggle. Back in 1990 de 
Villiers was signed by Kent, 
but had a disastrous 
summer there, taking only 
25 wickets at an average of 
40 a piece. 

Fora 

time,handicapped by an 
injury which led to poor 
form, he considered 
quitting the game, and a 
serious eye injury after a 
chemical explosion took 
him even closer to 
retirement. But, as he said 
after that Sydney victory, 
'South Africans don't give 
up', and he fought on to 
secure a place as one of his 




country's most successful 
and p(q>ular cricketers. His 
ambition fired by South 
Africa's return to 
IntemationaLcricket, he 
returned to England in 
1992, paying his own way 
to play club cricket in 
Devon. Ms accuracy and 


improved form took him 
into the South African 
one-day squad and, finally, 
into the Test side. 

It is this fairy tale element 
that has added 
inuneasurably to the de 
VlUiers story. And, possibly 
because fame came so late 


in his sporting career, he 
has remained remarkably 
unspoilt. Whatever the 
reason, he remains «i 
unique charaaer in the 
cricket worid, bubbling, 
charming, and 
qmnuneous in spite of the 
intense publicity and fuss 


about him. 

At the Wanderers, after 
he had finished off the 
Pakistan tamings, he was 
still on the field, signing 
autographs, long after his 
team-mates had 
disappeared into the 
dressing-rooms. At 





Duiban, after a day in the 
field against New Zealand, 
he drew up a deckchair on 
the boundary edge and, 
feet up, signed away 
happQy until he reached 
the end of a lengthy queue. 

Fanle has an appealing 
sense of humour, a 


w—a^ aa iaas- 

Hlnin whii <n tirti Amgiini 
wan la CahMlIilwdwIlan Cap 

marvellous sense of the 
theptiical. His 
remote-control truck 
knocking down the stumps 
in Australia (a worrying 
sight for the stunq> camera) 


the umpire's red card 
which he waved at a 
partisan Headingley 
crowd, and the pla^ui bite 
on the ear (this following 
the shameful Johan le 
Roux rugby incident) for 
an umpire who had' 
refused his appeal—all 


these were actions 
produced at the most 
timely moments as tension 
rose out in the middle. 

But de Villiers is not just 
a court jester: he is also a 
highly skilled bowler. He is 
lean, with an ungainly 
stiff-armed approach to the 
wicket, and his action is far 
from classical. He 
consistently bowls from 
too wide of the crease to 
satisfy the purist, and this 
wide angle of delivery cuts 
down his leg-before 
options. But, as he showed 
against the Pakistanis, his 
line makes him particulariy 
dangerous against the 
left-handers. 

Indeed, Fanle de Villien 
is now admired the world 
over as a wholehearted, 
highly effective swing 
bowler with an efficient 
yorker—a faa which 
Wasim Akram, the teacher 
taught,immediately and 
generously acknowledged 
after being bowledby one 
at the Wanderers. And it 
should be remembered 
that when de Villiers lost 
his awayswing in Australia 
he bowled them out with a 
series of devastating 
offcutters. 

He htu made a considerable 
impact on South African 
cricket, not only by proving 
himself a matchwinning 
bowler but also by showing 
that cricket remains a game 
to be savoured and eqjoyed 
and he should play a key 
role in the forthcoming 
South Africa vs England 
series. He has proved the 
most outstanding of 
ambassadors, both for the 
game and his country. 

The Test career of Petrus 
Stephanus de Villiers is 
destined to be a short one, 
but it will always be among 
the sweetest. 
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“Xhey said. 
87 kms per 
litre. 

/ said, 'You guys must be kidding^’ But 
that’s what got me interested at first. So, I 
borrowed it from one of the boys for a day. 
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Now, I’ve had one for almost 
a year. And you bet, my 
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BY SHEVLIN SEBASTIAN 

ATCH Garri Kasparov 
after he had lost the 
ninth game against 
Anand in the Worid 
Chess Championships and came back 
for the tenth; his eyes hooded but 
fierce; the look, cold and merciless and 
quite ready to crush the 'nice guy' 
challenger in front of him. There is, 
even as he sits still and stares at the 
chess board, some sort of power 
emanating from him. A hidden 
vitaiity; a suppressed force. It seemed 
to have knocked Anand off. His face 
became pinched, there was a wee bit 
of trembling in his fingers as he 
pushed the pieces around on the 
board, there was a sudden loss of 
confidence and it was no surprise that 
Anand eventually lost the game. 

It was interesting to see how the 
commentators and the grandmasters 
reacted to Kasparov's win. Almost to a 
man. they did not like him. It was 
CMmoNi MmunoMOoio 


I obvious that they were favouring 
'Vishy'Anand simply because the 
Indian was a nice guy. And yet, it was 
Kasparov, who, in the eleventh game, 
played an innovative move that has 
not been seen before in the iong 
history of chess. So that obviously is 
the work of a clear genius. But 
because he is arrogant, rude, wilful 
and domineering at times, people 
ignore his genius and hate him with a 
passion that is overwhelming. 

Genius is the brightest flower of 
mankind. But we react in a funny 
manner when we encounter genius. 
There is a hidden resentment, there is 
a feeling of wild jealousy and envy, 
and inevitably, there arises in us a 
desire to crush this beautiful flower. 
As the great 19th century French 
wrtter, Honore de Balzac put it so 
succintly: "Men finally give way 
before the power of genius but they 
hate and try to blow on it. but they 
give way if it persists: in short, they 
worship on their knees when they 


have failed in their efforts to bury it 
under the mud." 

The history of genius has shown 
that they have paid a high price for 
trying to live with this powerful, 
creative force within them. Time and 
again, it was seen that a genius had a 
messed-up private life, suffered from 
frequent losses of temper, had sudden 
and inexplicable mood swings and 
had a tendency to ride roughshod 
over other people's feelings. The 
genius also sensed intuitively that 
people were jealous of him because of 
his superior gifts, and he knew that 
behind their bland smiles, they were 
actually trying to suppress him. 

Hence, the genius was always 
fighting, fighting, fighting against the 
world, (some names that come to 
mind are Bobby Fischer, Alexander 
Alekhine, George Best and Alex 
Higgins). The world conspires subtly 
or in less merit-based societies like 
India to suppress the genius with 
brutal verbal attacks or more cruelly, 
through sheer neglea and 
indifference. 

It is interesting to look at Kasparov's 
life and to see the suffering that he 
went through. A gifted genius, he was 
an Armenian Jew, bom in Baku, in 
Azerbaijan. He lost his father when he 
was only seven years old. It was his 
mother, the seminal influence of his 
life, who realising that his son was a 
chess prodigy, had to go through a lot 
of privations, so that he could take 
part in chess tournaments. But young 
Kasparov had to not only win chess 
matches but he had to surmount the 
deep feeling of Anti-Semitism that 
existed in Russia then (and perhaps 
still exists). So his battle against people 
who wanted to suppress him, started 
from a very early age. As he himself 
remembers, "1 am a flghter. I've been 
fighting from the age of seven." A 
sensitive boy, he was traumatised by 
this unfair discrimination but it also, 
in a paradox, strengthened him 
immeasurably. 

AS noted film director Elia Kazan 
wrote in his autobiography, 'My life'.* 
"This Is what I have noticed about 
petqsle with mysterious gifts; In many 
cases, a wound has been Inflicted very 
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And yet even a genius 


like GARRI KASPAROV is treated with resentment and jealousy 


early in life, which impels the person 
to strive harder. I have found that they 
have a strength that is extraordinary." 

Kasparov definitely had a strength 
that was extraordinary when you see 
what he had to endure in his later life. 
Although he was not at all favoured 
by the Soviet chess establishment, he 
rose and rose till he became the 
challenger to Anatoly Karpov in the 
World Chess Championships in '85. 
And in a story that is too well known 
by know, Kasparov down 3-5 to 
Karpov, played a marathon series of 
draws, about 48 of them in the whole 
match, that brought the older Karpov 
to the brink of exhaustion. Then 
Kasparov won two quick games and 
levelled the score at 5-5. This was an 
awesome display of mental strength, 
stamina, tenacity and determination. 

It was at this point that FIDE 
President Florencio Campomanes 
intervened and terminated the 
Championships, to protea his friend 
Karpov. That action invited a 
worldwide condemnation and 
Kasparov never forgave Campomanes 
for this partiality. Of course, a year 
later, when the Championships 
resumed, Kasparov defeated Karpov, 
to become the youngest world chess 
champion at the age of 22. 

So, throughout his life, Garri 
Kdspatoy has been subjea to great. 
Intense and jealous opposition. 
Concurs Kasparov: "Because I win so 


much, people get envious." But envy 
also made Kasparov feel nervous, 
uptight and paranoid; he reaaed to 
the world like a caged tiger: 
sometimes snarling, sometimes 
glaring, trapped by the cage of 
mediocrity around him. 

But he was a fighter who refused to 
give up, and there continued to be 
further, more dramatic developments 
in his life. In 1993, Kasparov, with 
great guts, courage and vision, broke 
off from FIDE, to form his own 
Professional Chess Association and to 
conduct a World Championships of 
his own. That showed remarkable 
organisational capacities, an ability to 
charm and get rich sponsors, to 
persuade other chess players to join 



"Men finally give way 
beffora the power of 
genius, but they hate and 
try to blow on it but they 
give way if it persists; in 
short they worship on 
their knees when they 
have failed in their efforts 
to bury it under the mud," 
French writer Balzac 



his organisation, while at the same 
time, he was playing top class chess 
tournaments and winning them. 

This man is so obviously a genius of 
the highest order. So what if he is not 
such a nice guy? After all, we don't 
know what is the mental strain that 
occurs, when a person has to live with 
a powerful, creative force within him. 
Ultimately, this gift of genius is a 
mysterious matter. Some people have 
it, most people don't. It is, of course, a 
gift from God. So whoever has genius, 
we must endeavour to protect it from 
destruaion, instead of trying to 
suppress it. 

Although the good news is that 
people who are endowed with genius 
somehow have the ferocity to 
overcome all opposition. Again, to 
quote Balzac, "A vocation is stronger 
than all the obstacles that oppose it. 
The word vocation means a call—it is 
a call from God." 

Kasparov definitely had a sense of 
vocation from childhood: "When I 
was very young, I knew that chess 
would be my profession. I felt that 
there was no choice and my mother 
said okay. I needed chess like a drug." 

So, Garri Kasparov, the chess 
addia, is an authentic geniusi He is a 
superior human being. Instead of 
looking at his warts and condemning 
him, let us look at his genius, marvel at 
it and proclaim to the world, "This is a 
MAN!"* 
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ANALYSIS 


BOUNCING BACK 

Short-pitched bowling is now rampant in international cricket. Here are 
some methods to counter it 


BY VIC MILLS 

F ull marks for imagination. 
None, alas, for accuracy. 
Sway, Duck & Jerk are 
neither city solicitors, Lloyds 
underwriters, nor your friendly 
neighbourhood pawnbroker. 
Cricketers with a keen sense of 
well-being will nevertheless recognise 
them, either singularly or colleaively, 
as the accqited methods employed in 
the avoidance of short-pitched 
bowling. 

And in this time of self-preservation 
the main aim, as Robin Smith will 
testify, is very much that of keeping 
your head while all about are (in 
^nger of) losing theirs. 

Thus the more steely of nerve will 
sway nonchalantly out of line as the 
ball passes perilously close at whisker 
height: those less confident will 
simply duck and accept the 
consequences; the most common 
method, however, is the reflex action 
or Jerk, and involves an undignified 
blur as the body is violently arched, 
heels kicked high, with the head flung 
bade in urgent self-proteaion. 

As essential to the batsman as the 
cover-drive and forward defensive, 
avoidance of the short ball is a key 
element in the art of survival and 
accumulation. And yet how easy it is 
to forget, e^iedally in this current 
Mack-and-blue West Indian era, that 
ahort-pitdied bovding is not a recent 
phen ome non, but dates bade to the 
ince ption of overarm bowling. 

The confusitm over origin, 
nHiioMg h eadly matte, isdue almost 
entlKli^ the liK to prominence in 
thotosnlp years oi intimidatory 
bosdfoflpJBetd as it is to imagine, less 


than 30 years ago the bouncer was still 
looked upon as a shock tactic. The 
success of Pollock and Procter in 
1969-70 and of John Snow during the 
Ashes series of '70-71 led, certainly m 
Australia, to an urgent review of the 
length at which fast bowlers should 
seek to bowl. 

There followed the bloody reign of 
Thomson and Lillee, a time of great 
carnage, with broken bones, many a 
bruised Englishman, and a run on 
fresh underwear not seen since 
Bodyline. 

Victims of these tactics in the 
mid>'70s. West Indies went away and 
not so much refined this simple 
approach as, with the selection of four 
fast bowlers, made it their trademark. 
Thus the short baU, lost amid 
arguments and accusations, 
underwent something of a 
role-reversal. No longer a shock tactic, 
it became the stock ball, with the fuller 
driveable length now reserved for the 
surprise attack. 

llie result, aU too evident now, is 
that batsmen have been left to combat 
the shon ball by their own devices. 
Your sketchwrfter has noted the 
foUowmg methods in operation: 

Hw Mil h iiiB M afliB J ; Nature's way of 
protecting batsmen before the 
invention of chest-and arm-guards. 
Patented by the late Colin Milburn, 
the thinking was that increased body 
weight, the product of a robust diet, 
would provide extra layers of padding 
to combat the rising delivery. The 
downside i»oved to be tours to the 
subcontinent where Milbum's 
appetite broui^t the very real threat 
oftemlne. 

TbaBoD C Bitl i aai o d; Designed as the 
ultimate In non-ctmfnmtational 
crkltet. The object is to rem^ rooted ’ 


at the non-striker's end, running only 
twos and fours, or, if inadvertently left 
to face an over, then expertly to steal a 
single off the first ball of the over. Only 
when the bowlers tire or the pitdi 
loses its devil will consideration be 
given to facing a delivery. 

Iba Smith Mathod: Favoured by such 
notable Test centurians as Mike 
Catting, Derek Randall and Peter 
Toohey. This requires the batsman to 
watch the ball not so much onto the 
bat as onto his face. Bleeding, bruised 
and concussed, the batsman is 
removed from both firing-line and 
Test series. Drastic in approach, sudi 
method enables the player to retire 
with honour, if not nose-or 
cheekbone, intact. 

The Mehaida Madiod: Ciidcet firmly on 
the front foot. The length of a delivery 
matters little as the bowling is either 
swung high over midwideet or 
despatched on the up through extra 
cover. 

TIm Bofdar MMlMd: Dictates that dze, 
or lack of iL is everything For so small 
a batsmaa a good-length let alone a 
short ball passes harmlessly ovedicad. 
All other deliveties, the badt foot 
prominent, ate either hooked tn; cut 
square. 

Tha Cteaa Maihod; A pdnfol reipixuter 
of yesteryear. Developed by the 
former YorksMee and Boj^and 
captain, the method evolves not 
around retreat, but advance! 
Removing all umoesof the bat temn 
batting, the idea ia to take evaiy’ 
defivery tm dbe body, 

Snilth Method thteemi&<effira| 0 ^ 
thebatsiiteoiamataitngAttliewkjtet' 
uQjiiltliicbowletiitbreoriha f* 
authmtdmdhpiMto 
unMllAibterte 
tewiofvlqjMtettf'i' * 
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Ont look at tho groat Luciano 
Pavarotti ami you would daclara 
tiim unfit But mat is actually far 
fromtlia truth at Pavarotti 
racantly indulged in shadow 
soccer on the hallowed turf of tho 
Wembley Stadium. Pavarotti who 
hails from Italy, has surdy got 
football in his veins, as ha 
domonstratad his imaginary 
skills with an Imaginary football. 

Ha was at Wambley to launch 
plans of a world tour with fellow 
colleaguoi Placido Domingo and 
Jose Carreras. The tour is 
schoduled to cover four 
continents and they are expected 





















...JltlMiMHli 
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St|wa. IS, WM McwH at 
MMpitai CIMn tram MriHHi 
during Prampfrtlp wtcl i M . 
AlW awwM hi thte mMAli Hidag 
mbmM !• •Matoyslaii hminan 
mmiHmiSiimUiii 
Hwmww, ail lira ilirM 
•eaaaatf wara ncaaHy gnaM 
kaHtillDaeainbar 
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READERS' 


IQUESTIONS 


Name the only two 
I batsmen to have 
been left stranded at 99 m 
Tests'? 

Who was the only 
player to score a 
century on debut as a 
player and captain as well 
in his last lest match'? 

Recently Steve 
* Waugh scored a 
double century in the West 
Indies Who was the last 
non West Indian batsman 
who scored a double 

Answer to Q No 6 



AnswortoQ No 9 

ceniurv in the West Indies 
before him*? 


ANSWERS 







1. QeoS Boycott. Steve Waugh. 

2. GregChapftdl (Aus). 

3. Dennis An^ in 1974. 

4. ThefingbUKtdrtdtet^am. 

9 . With Donovan ’Hazot' Itu4dod{. which 
Tyson won on|>ofm4 
4. Aranhta Sanchez VkiUio. 

7. B. B(»b (Swedeh). ^ • 

B. Badnmuuu 
9. Because 




heWhy 


I ! (1 ^ H ! /■■ ! I \ ^ I ■; I ! \ i i > M n 1 I I > ! ^ 


P.V RAMESHBABU. 
B.N0.227.HQSTELD. 

REOlCWAL INSTirUTB OF 
‘1BCHNOI.OGY. 
JAMSHBDPUR'83l 014. 
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PROFILE 


RISING SUN 

DANIEL CHOPRA, at the age of22, stands on the threshold of international 
fame and fortune 


MOHAMMED SHAFIQ 



OSTERITY would surely have 
4 ^ recognised him as the man 
I who look Indian golf to 
. international standards but 
Daniel Chopra decided to spoil it all by 
taking up Swedish citizenship in 
1992, a decision made easier by the 
fact that his mother hails from the 
Scandinavian country. 

Nevertheless, his surname ensures 
that there remains considerable 
interest in his career and the way it is 
shaping up back in India. 

Daniel Chopra hasn't been faring 
too badly. His eight tournament 
victories since he turned professional 
in 1992, include the Malaysian Open 
(1994), the Taiwan Open (1994) and 
the inaugural Siel-PGA Open in New 
Delhi, last year. He finished second in 
the Asian tour Order of Merit in 1994, 
his earnings totalling over US $ 
1,21,000. Not bad for a 22-year-old 
10th standard drop-out! 

But books have always ceased to 
interest Chopra. It was the bunkers 
and the bushes, the fairways and the 
greens at the Delhi Golf Course, close 
to his defence colony home which 
fascinated him. 

At the age of 12, when most boys 
show a lot of enthusiasm putting up 
pin-ups of their favourite sportsmen 
in their bedrooms, Chopra by that 
time had already set his heart 
becoming a professional golfer. It was 
indeed a courageous decision since 
golf was yet to become a lucrative 
proposition in India back in the early 
Eighties. But Chopra had already set 
his sights a trifle higher by winning 
the World Junior Championship at 
Aberdeen, Scotland in 1991, it gave 
him the necessary confidence to turn 

DMitI Oiopra It Man iNMkliia 












pro the following year. His decision to when he won a tournament at Johar 

take up Swedish nationality was also Baru, a regular stop in the Malaysian 
prompted by his desire to excel in the circuit, though he had to wait another 
spon since it helped him cut down on year before really making an 
the hassles of getting a fresh visa while impression on the Asian golfing scene, 
playingon the European Challenger ^hai he finally ended up claiming 

the second spot was only due to the 

Yet professional success continued that he had failed to qualify for the 

to elude him till the spring of 1993 535 European PGA tour 

ChiraniMv Milfcba Singk tha grMt indiaii ® anybody who has seen him play 

hope knows that he has the potential to 

_ __MOHAMMED SHAFIQ 





make it to that elite group. Chopra's 
major strength as a player is that he 
has a sense of adaptability. This 
talented golfer has the ability to work 
the ball in the air and always seems to 
have a variety of shots to choose from. 
Having played in varied conditions 
has also helped him develop a fluid 
technique. His course management is 
good and so is his short game. 

If Chopra does have chinks, it is his 
notoriously frail temperament, an 
aspea he has worked hard to improve 
with his long-standing Australian 
coach Ken Llewelyn, a few rough 
spots though remain. At the second 
Siel-PGA Open in October, eventually 
won by Uttam Singh Mundy, Chopra 
reacted to an over-enthusiastic 
photographer even as 
cricketer-turned-amateur golfer, 

Kapil Dev aimed for his putt. 

His volatile temperament though 
has not stopped him from stringing in 
a series of impressive performances 
this year. Daniel Chopra finished 
second both in the Indian Open and in 
the Malaysian Open. His other top ten 
finishes include a third-place in this 
year's Siel-PGA, a fourth position in 
the Volvo China Open and an eighth 
spot at the Sabah Masters. 

For all his success, however, Chopra 
remains committed and unwavering 
to his goal of making it to the 
European PGA. In fact, along with 
Chiranjeev Milkha Singh, the great 
Indian hope, he now stands almost on 
the threshold of international fame 
and fortune. 

In that sense, it is crunch time for 
him once again, as he stands on this 
side of a narrow bridge which 
separates the good from the great. 
Players like Vijay Singh of Fiji have 
already demonstrated that talent, 
coupled with hard work, always 
manages to find its way to the top. 

Then again, breaking into the elite 
zone is anything but easy. The only 
ingredient that Chopra needs now is a 
bit of luck—an essential and 
indispensable factor for any golfer—to 
take that big step. When he does that, 
it will ensure that a lot of Indians will 
be filled with a sense of pride. 


A Ghosh, Delhi 
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"Monica Is Overstating 


T he day before the eagerly 
awaited US Open final 
Monu a Seles enthused I 
think Steffi is a great player 
and I am a great player Any tie you get 
the top two players playing it is great 
Steffi Graf agreed 1 don t think it 
could get any better than that ' 

The dream final more than lived 
up to those great expectations 
Powered by passion and pride the two 
queens—^who both overcame 
emotional and physical 
traumas—produced a 7 6 0 6 6 3 
masterpiece that Graf called the 
biggest win I ve ever achieved 
The spectacular return of the 
theatrical Seles after a 28 month 
absence from the pro tour and the 
renewal of her dynamic rivalry with 
Graf revitalized the women s game 
which had floundered during 
1993 94 

In this interview acclaimed TV 
commentator and former French 
Open mixed doubles champion and 
noted tennis analyst Mary Canllo 
perceptively analyzes this 
momentous match the rivalry and 
important women s tennis issues 

Was the Graf-Seles U S. Open final 
one of the most important^ most 
exciting and well-played matches 
in women's tennis history? 

On a number of levels it was very 
very important It was the most 
compelling tennis I ve seen in the 
women s game in a couple of years 
for sure The French Open final they 
played in 1992 was excellent quality 
tennis and I vc seen some pretty good 
quality tennis without Seles and Graf 
But the weight and iiiiporiance of 
their [ 1995) US Open final will 
resonate for a long time in women s 
tennis It was so important because of 
how totally intertwined these two 

Monica Solaf is argusMy tho host women's 
toonisployoriiirocoiittinios Butissho 
ooofstabntlior COSO loo much? 




Her Case 


## The women's tour has never been 
been as competitive and as controversial 
as it is now, feels Mary Carillo 


people were and have been and will 
always be Monica Seles was trying to 
escape her past, forget her past, and 
Steffi Graf was trying to forget her 
present It was a cracking good match 
even without all of the off-court 
considerations But when you threw 
in Graf's personal problems and Seles' 
personal traumas, it made that match 
much more compelling, remarkable 
and watchable 

After being away from the pro 
circuit for 28 months, Seles 
crushed every opponent at the 
Canadian Open and then 
decisively beat six opponents at 
the U.S. Open before Graf stopped 
her. Was her come back one of the 
most amazing in sports history? 

Yes, absolutely I'm not sure if 
anyone else has ever made a 
comeback that remarkable after such 
a long time [away from her sport] 
Momca has a couple of things on her 
side She's very young Making a 
comeback at the tender age of 21 is 
easier than Michael Jordan's 
comeback from baseball at the age of 
33 to basketball The way Momca has 
handled the comeback and the 
pressures of her return is nothing 
short of miraculous 1 was pleasantly 
suipnsed by how mentaUy tough she 
was, how emotionally strong she 
showed herself to be 

How did the ever-surprising Seles 
regain her form so fast and 
confidently? 

I think that Monica has been working 
hard on her game for a long time She 
obviously didn't want to come back to 
tenms until she thought she could 
wm. And that's why it took so long 
She had a lot [of trauma] to get over, 
and she's spent a lot of hard time 
getting over it She walked out on the 



hiaaMsagsasd batalMgsyaai's Ul Om aba 
ptiiallMaheliMiliiaahMiaaMe 


37 



It Mary Piaret't ritt in womtn't tennis purely 
the result of ever-slie grephHe rackets as 
many believe? 

court for the first lime [since being 
stabbed] at the Canadian Open 
knowing she could win the 
tournament. She was ready. 

Critics of women's tenni^^ave 
long contended that it lacks 
depth. Now they claim that Seles' 
quickly steamrolling the game's 
top players—except for 
Graf—after being away so long 
proves their point. Are they right? 
No, because Monica was so far and 
way above everyone, including Graf, 
when she was slabbed. I know 1 was 
happy to see she could come back and 
very quickly regain her place in 
women's tennis and make all those 
controversies about rankings and 
seedings moot. Steffi Graf was 
delighted to see her return because 
she carried so much guilt because the 
man who stabbed her did it in Graf's 
name. Graf was also very happy that 
Monica came back near her former 
full strengh. 

After winning the "dream final" 
at the U.S. Open, Graf said, "This is 
the biggest win I've ever achieved. 
Nothing else is close to this one. I 
had a lot of obstacles to climb 
over." Considering Graf's 
chronically sore back, her foot 
injury and her distress over her 
father's incarceration [on tax 
evasion charges], was Graf's 
performance at Flushing Meadow 
just as remarkable and 
praiseworthy as Seles'? 

Yes, Absolutely. Graf has been long 
undeijudged for how emotionally 
strong she can be, how stable she can 
be in huge crises. She's been through a 
lot with her father, she's been through 
a lot with injuries, and she's been 
through a lot of emotional trauma 
over the Seles stabbing. Yes, it was a 
bravura performance from Graf on 
several levels. And I was really happy 
for her. 

Bveryone has raved aboutthe 
Sampras-Agassi rivalry. But since 
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Graf and Seles have been even 
more dominant In women's 
tennis, could their rivalry be even 
better? 

The Graf-Sclcs rivalry was just heating 
up when Monica was stabbed • in the 
same way I fell the Borg-McEnroe 
rivalry ended prematurely [by Borg's 
reliremeni) when it was becoming 
something great Graf-Seles could 
become one of the great rivalries. Graf 
IS lucky She has enjoyed several great 
rivalries. Graf was around for Chris, 
Martina, Sabatini, and she was 
around for Monica She's enjoyed 
great rivalries because she's been 
playing professional tennis for half 
her life [13 years). I think her rivalry 
with Seles will be a long one. I don't 
think they will play 80 matches for 18 
years, the way Martina and Chrissie 
went at it. But it could be a rivalry for 
the ages. 

Seles' return was not without 
controversy. Feeling betrayed by 
her fellow players, Seles told The 
New York Times; ''They were 


Gabrisla Sabatini is a classic example ef a 
tennis prodigy who promised much, but 
delivered little 

supportive of me the day 1 was 
stabbed, but by the next Monday 
in Rome they were already 
standing up to take my ranking 
away. Gaby was the only person 
who thought of me as a human 
being and not as a ranking 
position they wanted to grab/' Is 
Seles right or wrong 
She's wrong. She is overstating the 
case. No one was more affected by the 
Seles stabbing than Steffi Graf. And 1 
know that Steffi on a number of 
occasions tried to reach Monica and 
couldn't get through to her. Several 
other players also tried to contact 
Monica without success. A lot of 
people were very upset at what 
happened. Monica proved to be pretty 
unreachable for the last couple of 
years. So I don't agree with what 
Monica said. 

You have asserted that 


"groundstrokers get more out of 
the new racket technology than 
serve and volleyers." Chris Evert 
believes that the modern graphic 
racket helps slow-footed women, 
like Lindsay Davenport and Mary 
Pierce, win matches without 
having to run very much. Evert 
says, "It's become a power game. 
No one's thinking out points. No 
one's using finesse. Mary Pierce 
troubles me. She can't run and she 
doesn't want to move." Do you 
agree with Evert? 

My opinions differ with a lot of 
people's about the technology. People 
like [John] McEnroe think the 
technology is hurting tennis because it 
favors the serve and volleyer. My 
attitude is that the serve and volleyers 
are always going to have big games, 
and it helps the groundstrokers 
more—the counterpunchers, the 
people who have to hit passing shots 
and service returns. So the whole idea 
that the new powerful rackets are 
turning men's tennis into a serve and 
volley game is a myth. Chris' opinion 
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Martina Hingia at 14. has already played 12 pro 
tournamonts For bow long can sba continue 
playing quality tennis^ 

IS dost r lo whai 1 believe rhm whai 
McEnroe says Ii s noi really the 
graphic or the wood [tomposition of 
the racket] More than anything it s 
how big the racket face is That s why 
wooden rackets went out of style 
Rackets had to be made bigger and 
wood just couldn t support the extra 
large size ol the racket But whether 
It s women s tennis or men's 
tennis—there s no wa> you can be a 
slow champion no matter what 
racket you're using People think of 
tennis as a hitting game but the 
people who really distinguish 
themselves are the ones who really 
move well Tennis is a running game 
first and foremost if C hris' contention 
IS that Lindsay and Mary won i make 
It because they're slowfooted that s a 
valid point Can you name a 
champion who has been slow > 
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While there are only two women 
and three men ranked in the Top 
100 who hit both forehands and 
backhands with two hands, do 
you think this playing 
style—^which Seles has 
perfected—^is the wave of the 
future, as Bobby Riggs predicts? 

No The only people who can play two 
hands [on the racket] on both sides 
are people quick enough to get behind 
the ball Seles is not naturally gifted 
with foot speed the way Graf is, but 
she somehow gets behind the ball in 
time to do something with it She's got 
very clever quick wnsts, big hands 
and great racket speed Two hands on 
both sides requires either great foot 
speed or great anticipation And that's 
why It could be a forbidding method 
of playing tennis 

Teenage prodigies Martina Hingis 
and Venus Williams have taken 
far different roads toward the 


top. Hingis, only 14, has already 
played 12 pro tournaments in the 
past 12 months and ranks No. 16 
and scoffs at the notion of 
burnout that afflicted Tracy 
Austin, Andrea Jaeger and 
Jennifer Capriati. Williams, 15, 
has entered only three pro events. 
Which prodigy is doing the right 
thing? 

I don't think either off them is doing 
the right thing I hate the fact that 
they're both playing [the pro tour] at 
such an early age I think 14 is way too 
young I was one of the people who 
gave their testimony [to the 
age-eligibibty commission], and 1 
testified that 14 was scandalous I still 
think that way I would have pushed 
for 18 and settled for 16 Now you can 
snil turn pro at 14, which means you 
can get an agent then [Russian whiz 
kid] Anna Koumikova had an agent 
when she was 9 I don't agree with the 
current system. I think it's wrong. 
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Andy O'Brien recently witnessed the Australian leg of the World Rally 
Championship and returned a die-hard rally enthusiast 

i > OUR 300bhp turbo engine you will almost certainly collea a crew of two and don't go around in 

howls back through the cockpit tree—but if you hesitate,you'll lose circles.'They run on one unfamiliar 

& as you hurtle towards the first the race. stage after another over three or more 

comer flat in top. You know that you There will be comer after comer hectic car breaking days. But at the 

have masses of brake torque and tyres like this before you finish this top level rallying is no reliability trial; 

that really bite. But this is the first time daunting race—and this is only the each stage is precision-timed and has 

you have approached this comer at first of ten races that will punish you to be driven flat out—the aggregate of 

speed. You are not even certain how today. Tomorrow there v^l be stage times decides _ the winner 

tight it is. It is misty and there might be another ten. another ten the day after, of a World Championship event and 

the odd patch of ice. There is no run off It sounds like a race driver's idea of the competition is fierce, 

area and no armco. If you misjudge hell. It is a rally. Eight events make up the FIA 

your braking or your tum-in point Rally cars start one by one, have a World Rally Championship, over very 
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different types of terrain. At one 
extreme Is the sheet ice and snow of 
Sweden with the temperature falling 
as low as 30 degrees below zero; at the 
other extreme is a tarmac road race in 
suimy Corsica. In between is the 
gravel tracks of the Telstra Australia 
Rally. Most surfaces are loose, such as 
the ball bearing-like lava gravel of 
Australia. If the track becomes damp 
those ball bearings squash down into 
the ground, providing a faster surface 
but if it is wet they disappear 
altogether, leaving treacherously 
slippery mud... 

Clearly, the rally car has to be a car 
for all season—and for all forms of 
terrain. 

A rally team is a multi-million 
dollar business. Star drivers Carlos 
Sainz and Colin McRae of the 555 
Subaru Team for instance are 
millionaires. The process of rally car 
design and development is 
comparable to that of a Formula One 
car—with the added complication of 
having to allow for so many different 
operating conditions. Moreover, 
there is a tyre war in rallying .555 
Subaru works with Pirelli to develop 
bespoke radials for the Impreza, 
others useMichelin. 

Although the rally car has to be 
derived from a road car, in some 
respects Its technology is more 
advanced than that of the Grand Prix 
car. There is less restriction on 'driver 
aids'and as a consequence came a 
rather dedicated transmission 
technology far ahead of that 
employed by any Formula One team. 
Prodrive who manages the 555 
Subaru team for instance produces 
the entire car—transmission, chassis 
and engine—a feat matched in 
Formula One only by Ferrari. 

The luture of an international raUy 
is such that it is a far greater logistical 
challenge than any race meeting. 
Teams like Toyota Castro^, Mitsubishi 
RaOiart and 555‘Subaru runs tests 
around the world and sends a 
veritable armada of support vehicles 
todiasetheir cars through wide 
ranging events in locations as far apart 
as Portugal and Australia. Clearly, a 
team with that son of commitments 


has to be as well equipped, as well 
staffed and as well org^sed as any 
Formula One team. 

The 1995 World Rally 
Championship is a battle between 555 
Subaru,. Toyota Castrol, Mitsubishi 
and Ford. All four protagonists run a 
2.0 litre turbocharged four wheel 
drive car developed under Group A 
regulations. These are based on 
homologation of the model in 
quesuon—confirmation of a 
minimum produaion of 2 500 units in 
one year—with a set of rules defining 
what further modifications can be 
made. In essence, the engine can be 
tuned, the chassis can be 


re-engineered and the transmission 
can be redesigned. 

In fact, the scope for alteration of all 
aspects of the car is such that the rally 
car is effectively designed from 
scratch, though it doesn't lose the 
character of the parent road car. It has 
to be designed to cope with ice, snow, 
gravel and tarmac surfaces—with car 
stiMshing bumps and jumps 
everywhere. 

Given the wide variety of terrain 
upon which the rally car must operate 
around the globe, one might expea 
there to be different cars for different 
events. In fact, says 555 Subaru World 
RaUy Team Technical Oireaor David 


Lapworth: Within any one rally there 
is suffiaent variety of terrain that you 
can't specialise as much as you would 
like to. The rally car has to versatile. 
On the vanous events we run the 
same engine, the same transmission, 
the same bodyshell—all the main 
components are the same and the 
differences are really in suspension set 
up and tyres. 

Lapworth explains that the design 
of the car is influenced by the logistics 
of a rally campaign. "For example, we 
not only have to build transmissions 
for the cars, we also have to produce 


spare gearboxes and send all the parts 
out to an event in good time. Then, 
while on the event itself the car 
musn't be too difficult to service. 
There are aspeas that could be perfea 
from a performance point of view, but 
which could not be practical from a 
servicing point of view." 

Lapworth says that his general 
philosophy is to start by making a car 
that travels as fast as possible, then 
through testing and development to 
ensure it is reliable.>Given the level of 
competition in the World 
Champltmship, there is no other 
option. However, if the driver is to get 
the most out of the car, it must give 
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him confidence in its ability. Making 
the car's limit prediaable is more 
important than maximising its limits. 

It is believed that eight mechanics 
can turn a £20,000 street-wonhy 
Subaru Impreza into a high tcch 
£200,000 rallying car within 48 
hours. But in the end its all up to the 
driver. "Rallying is more about driver 
confidence than anything else. You 
are totally dependent on the driver's 
confidence, in his ability to judge the 
speed of every corner and the limit of 
his car," says Lapworth when talking 
about how the performance in a race 
depends mostly on the driver 
than the car. 

Ask Carlos Sainz of the 555 Subaru 
World Rally team and he'll tell you 
how unpredictable it all is. In 
September, he came back from a 
shoulder injury to drive his Impreza at 

It may soumi incradibla but maintainiiig a 
world class rally toaai is as axpaasiva as 
awiatalaiagsFItaaai. 


I the Telstra Rally Australia but had to 
retire when a branch of a tree ripped 
his radiator and he couldn't make it to 
a service point. The previous year at 
the same Australian rally he managed 
to turn his car over in somersaults 
on three occasions, only problem was 
that the third time he wasn't so 
lucky and landed on his roof. And yet 
just last month he went on to win the 
Catalunya Rally which could 
eventually go a long way in deciding 
the final outcome ot the 1995 Drivers' 
Championship in his favour and the 
Manufacturers' title in favour of 555 
Subaru. 

With thelastlegof the 1995 
World Rally Championship left (The 
RAC British Rally) things look pretty 
tight between the three teams in the 
running, namely 555 Subaru, Toyota 
Castrol and Mitsubishi Ralliart. 

Such is the uncertainty of rallying 
where surfaces decided who drives 
where that, Kenneth Erikkson of 


Mitsubishi who won the Australian 
leg of the World Championship was 
nowhere near Spain when the next 
leg of the championships took place in 
Catalunya. After Australia he was sort 
of 'relegated' to driving for his team in 
the 535 Hong Kong-Beijing rally 
which is a pan of the Asia-Pacific 
championships. • 

But while the vagaries of surface, 
form, car and driver may help to make 
the spon of rallying even more closely 
contested than the FI series, how far is 
rallying a good spectator spon. To 
many whose only experience of 
rallying is seeing cars skid through 
comers while you channel surf on 
your television on a Sunday evening, 
rallying may seem a 'no, no'. But take 
it from someone who has been 
fortunate enough to see first-hand 
some of world's best rally drivers in 
action. For seeing is believing. It at 
times borders on the unbelieveable. In 
the course of Rally Australia, one had 
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the benefit of asking one of 55 5 
Subaru's leading navigator's Tony 
Sircombe whether it was really as 
dangerous from inside as it looked 
from the outside The co-driver smiled 
and said, "Believe me, it's a lot worse " 

Yet rallying does have it's 
hmitations as a spectator sport as a 
result of which a majonty of fans are 
the die-hard type The sport doesn't 
seem to have too many casual 
enthusiasts. 

Fortunately, it seems, that the 
authonties are not blind to the 
shortcomings of the sport they 
govern Changes in rules this year 
may have produced a imxed reaction, 
but at least the powers-that-be are, 
open to the ideas of change and 
ftexlbUity In marketing. 
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Take the recent Telstra Rally in 
Australia for instance. Trust the 
Aussies to think of gimmicks. But then 
haven't they given us one-day cricket 
and night cricket ? 

Rally Australia has introduced what 
they call a special stage, which is held 
at the opening of the rally and at the 
end of each day's rallying. This stage is 
a two kilometre track that is 
miraculously made in a few days tune 
bang in the middle of one of Western 
Australia's most beautiful sights. 

Stroll down Langley Park in 


picturesque Penh almost anytime of 
the year and you are likely to find a 
tranquil scene of lush green lawns 
framed by the Swan River on one side 
and the shadow of city highrises on 
the other. Perhaps just a friendly game 
of 'footic' or soccer disturbs the 
seagulls resting between scavenging 
runs or maybe the odd courting 
couple and sundry joggers getting 
their daily fix. 

But make that visit during Rally 
Australia and you will find that 
Langley Park has been transformed 
into a high-oaane heaven with a 
mela-like atmosphere thrown in. 


Bavarty Hills MttlO star Jason Pilaatlif (ki 
black) pasas wMn tMfa4lina WariJ 
Carfoa Saim af Iha M Sabani laani 

The idea is simple, but then most 
great ideas are. Two man-made din 
tracks run around the park which is 
flanked by temporary spectator 
stands. Even the spectacular jump and 
the tunnel are man-made. It is the 
only stage in the world rallying 
championships where two cars 
actually race against each other. 

In short what this does is to 
combine all that is best about rallying 
with what the general public wants: 
entertainment I 

The other 'gimmick' that the 
Australians have come up with is to 
have a guest-celebrity driver. This 
year Jason Priestly (who plays 
Brandon in the television series 
Beverly Hills 90210) was brought in to 
enthuse the fans. Even though the 
actor's rally lasted a mere eight 
minutes (he crashed out on the first 
morning itself) there were many who, 
were there just to see him. Having 
been relegated to commentator for 
the rest of the rally, maybe Priestly 
ought to consider taking his day-job 
more seriously. 

But surprisingly he did manage to 
put rallying on the crowded sporting 
map of Australia. Good on ya, matel 0 
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%bef«M9a itbtstetkr Is late Is 
|i«inted to ttotehtfw Il6H 
Aoot 0Mf tte oiBce tha Initial 
ooiiiiotla had tvoni oSr And wltat 
Inotadssat that rd nevtt’be aide 
<0 adtnfitr thnanlvanlievtc agahK 
not the way I used to. 

Ippotofauhs and weather be 
dinned, themaihofatnie 
spentaman is his grit and 
deterininatioa and Ivanisevic 
dbi^hyed nddier of these traits 
duihagthe arodal fitst reverse 
singes. Ivanisevic had the talent 
and the aldhfy to wht the match 
hi a fdaie even after those foot 
faults. 
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Impressive 


T WOUID hke to congratulate 
XAmitava Dasgupta for his 
inqwesstve article. 'Btaveheart'. 
(i^portsmnfd 1 Ith October) on 
l^Ua's outstanding victory over 
Croatia. It was perfectly 
amlytlcal as well as inlormatlve. 

the popubulty of tennis is 
SlcnMtltwdayhydayinow 
ootndry. Ah anwxlng victory hn 
oraeied asematlon In the hearts 


olhidianAldo hope that mdla 
etnttUiaea tahawaufloeaa in the 
Oi»ls<hq»|Bfuniie. 



Woe Indian hockey! 

rriHB attlde on Indian hockey 
X {Sport3HmU27th Sept.) 
raised some Interesting points. 
But it's really a pity that Ae 
people who genuinely care for 
Indian hockey are not given a 
chance to get Aemselves 
involved directly. Novy Kapadla 
writes in the hope that Indian 
hockey will improve but the only 
proUem is that Ac officials are 
not listening at all. 

ARTAMSHRA. 

Cuttack 


Great Issua 


qraiAMXS for the grew issue of 
X Sponsworfd (27A 
September), lat^. Aerehas 
beena ddngsiindaid A Aekvd 
of the arddeaand Aislante was a 


tesAnony A this. Ihc tpedtf 
Lifestyle secdott was woiA 

Ifesne make Absecdon 


aregidaroneJoAaayott havea 
logi^attiaeonnMiifeorQKnt 
So kec^rVi Acgoodworicl 
ASfliurfXiv. 

NsoOsfe. 


Creme de la Creme 


rpHB crane dele creme of your 
X magazAe is 'Readers Quiz* 
One of Ae most Aterest Ag 
quizzes of recent times has been 
Ae one by Mr. P. B. Mohan 
(SportsmtrJd, 27A Sept.) AiAur 
Cardozo. the cartoonist Isas 
always, at his inimitable best. 

Hatsofftohiml 
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Hot Shot 


'I^TIDOS to Steffi GiatIttrhiHr 
JDkArlffingvkMiy d«tt AM^ 
SefesAAefAalofAe^sIha ' 
Open, h WM hAAttdfMiidildffi 
title of Ae year. Ag Ifiih Afacr 
career, andpQddUyAMHfeii" 
gtaikddMikvie t oey ed efc , ^ 
SdtwlthMtMtteilllNA . 
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SPOT LIGHT 



INDIAN 

SOCCER 


TARRY- 


A historic, radical, 
10-year TV 
broadcasting deal 
between Prime Sports 
and the All India 
Footbatt Federation is 
set to change the face of 
Indian soccer. Now, 
there is a chance for 
more sponsorship, 
players will get a 
financial bonanza and 
who knows football may 
go the cricket way 


R\' hJOVV k A PAD! A 


F or the India flying into the 
21st century, on Kentucky 
fned wings, satellite TV and 
celkilar phones, the national 
football team and the All India 
Football Federation remained an area 
of darkness, a source of 
embarrassment. For long, India's star 
footballers have underachieved with 
mediocre performances in 
international outings. The AIFF was 
also seen as anachronistic in their 
planning, resource mobilisation and 
marketing of the world's most popular 
sport in this vast country. 

However Oaober '95 has changed 
this negative and stereotype image of 
Indian football. On the playing fielc^ 
the national pre-Olympic side (Under 
23 years) brought the smile back to 
Indian football with some stirring 
performances in their Asian Zone, 
group D matches with Oman and 
Pakistim. The AIFF shrugged off their 
lethar^cimage and propelled Indian 
football into the 21 st century with a 


historic, radical 10-year broadcasting 
deal with Star TV. 

The contraa between the AIFF and 
Star TV extends through to the year 
2006. The significance of the deal is 
that Star TV's 24-hour sports channel. 
Prime Sports, has secured exclusive 
broadcasting rights to Indian f ootball. 
The intended tournaments to be 
telecast are international events like 
the Rajiv Gandhi Trophy and the 
Nehru Cup, India's participation in 
the Asian Champions Cup and Asian 
Cup Winners' Cup, the proposed 
National League, the Santosh Trophy, 
the Federation Cup and matches of 
the national football team. 

Indian football kicks off on Prime 
Sports, with the six nation Rajiv 
Gandhi Under-21 years international 
tournament in either Delhi or 
Guwahati, in January 1996. Next on 
the agenda is fifteen minute weekly 
capsules on Indian football. Ms. Kelly 
Butler, Head of Sport for Star TV says. 
"We should have collected enough 
quality material and ensured quality 
production to start the capsules 
sometime in May '96." Work for these 
capsules as well as promotional shots 
on Indian football, will commence at 
the 4th Scissors Cup at Kerala in 
November 1995. Ms. Butler has 
assured live coverage of about sixteen 
to twenty-four matches played on 
Indian soil, in the first year of the 
contract (i.e. 1996). In future years, 
especially once the proposed ITC 
sponsored National League takes off 
(slated dates Dec. '96 to March '97), 
about fony matches per year will be 
telecast live. 

However, Indian football is not even a 
regional power. After all in the latest 
Coca-Cola-FIFA list, India is ranked at 
116. Spectator interest in national 
football is also dwindling. Even 
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Calcutta's trio of glamour clubs lack 
the frenzied support of lakhs of fans 
like in the heydays of the 1970s. 
Except for Baichung Bhuua, Jo Paul 
Ancheri, 1. M. Vijayan and Bruno 
Coutinho, there is an absence of 
diarlsmatic and glamour players who 
magnetically attract adoring crowds. 
Hence the long term agreement with 
the AIFF is both mystifying and 
unusual. Is It a case of "fools rush in 
where angels fear to tread" or a sound, 
long term investment? 

There are different perceptions 
about the Indian football agreement. 
Mr Gene Swinstead, Managing 
Direaorof StarTV, (India) 
commented; "Sur TV is proud to 
support India's fine footballing 
tradition and is delighted to bring this 
exating game to more and more 
people." 

Cynics mamtam that Star TV is 
trying to comer the Asian market as 
they are facing stiff competition from 
ESPN in presentation of international 
football. ESPN regularly present the 
high profile European Champions' 
Cup, the Brazilian league and some 
European league matches which 
interest the upwardly mobile middle 
classes much more than the Chinese 
League or domestic tournaments in 
India. Competition for Star TV will 
also increase with the intended arrival 
of Liberty, another American sporting 
conglomerate which is a subsic^ry of 
Telecommunication Incorporated 
(TCI), the biggest cabling network in 
the USA. Liberty is scouting around 
for local tie^ps. 

So a brave new world is being 
planned for sportslovers in India. 
Armchair afidonados may soon be 
spoilt for choice. Increased satellite 
diaimels will soon pioneer pay 
television in India. Ihus considering 
I this changed scenario. Star TV is 
; banking on a long term investment in 
Indian football so that they can reap 
the harvest if standards improve in the 
future, which would automatically 
. lead to greater viewershlp. So Prime 
. Sports Is trying to nurture and develop 
I a taste for Indian football by their 



10 year broadcasting deal 
No exact figures are available but it 
IS learnt that Prime Sports has 
purchased the football rights from 
Transworld International (TWI) for 
approximately $200 000 Earlier this 
year TWI had bought the football 
rights from AIFF 
The AIFF president Mr Priya 
Ranjan Das Munshi profusedly 
thanked Leisure Sports Management 
the marketing firm of the AIFF which 
pulled off this incredible business 
coup with star TV Unofficially the 
AIFF is expeaed to gain about 1 
million dollars (approximately Rs 3 
crores) from the deal with Star TV So 
now at least cash shortage will no 
longer be a viable excuse for not giving 
the national team greater and more 
consistent international exposure and 
organising football on a more 
professional basis in India 
Onewajor spin off is financial 
bonania for the Indian players 
Baichung Bhutia is already the first 
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Pnine Sports commontslori Vl|ay Amrltrai 
(loft) and Brian Langloy (oxtromo right) sharo a 
jokawith Kally Budar.tliolioad of sport for 
Star IV 

Indian footballer to sign-up with an 
international sports company He has 
signed a two year deal with Reebok 
worth Rs 3 25 lakhs and a full supply 
of playing kit Now when Baichung 
and other Indian footballers get 
greater exposure on Prime Sports, 
more rewarding financial contracts 
are in the offing Baichung's deal is a 
shot in the arm for 
Indian football but pales in 
companson with the endorsements 
received by Indian cncketers It is 
rumoured that Sachin Tendulkar 
reportedly gets Rs 1 crore from ITC for 
using their logo on his cricket bat and 
skipper Mohammed Azharuddin 
apparently gets Rs 30 lakhs from 
Reebok, Of course this is all hearsay 
Still Baichung, with his spectacular 
goals and quicksilver reflexes has set a 
trend for Indian footballers As 


Baichung who has ambitions to play 
in the Malaysian league, next season, 
matures into a quality Asian player he 
could be a quality brand name in the 
South Asian market Already by his 
exploits in football, he has done more 
for tourism and identity for his small 
state of Sikkim than many politiaans 
of his home state 

The prevailing soaal milieu has 
compelled the wily Priya Ranjan Oas 
Munshi to unleash a type of 
Perestroika in Indian football After 
the deal with Prime Sports, Indian 
football will never be the same again 
At present it is on the threshold of 
change Das Munshi and his group of 
offiaals will have to work overtime to 
change prevailing mental fixations 
amongst Indian football officials. 
Otherwise Das Munshi and P. P, 
Lakshmanan could meet a similar fate 
like that of Gorbachev, swallowed by 
the forces of change they helped 
unleash, m 
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THE GREAT 
DICTATOR 


RAY ILLINGWORTH, 
England's manager is in 
the center of a raging 
controversy for publicly 
questioning Atherton's 
moves as a captain, for 
humiliating Devon 
Malcolm in public and 
for various 
interferences with the 
England cricket team 



R ay ILLINGWORTH is not 
an executioner. Rather he 
saves people's necks, even 
though he does have the 
power to pull the lever for men, 
whom he himself thinks deserve to be 
hanged. Well, students of England's 
history have long been familiar with a 
special chapter in it, called benevolent 
despotism. I am not sure if English 
cricket tbohad such an era in its 
eventful journey through time. 

But now, it seems, that time has 
come. 

In English cricketing circles, 
however, there is'a raging controversy 
as to how benevolent this despotism 
really is. Or whether despotism of any 
kind, benevolent or malevolent, is 
really necessary. 

TheMespot' the revered Ray 
Illingworth himself obviously thinks 
he is benevolent, the fruits of his 
be^ojence haying given people V 
tbeitr espe^lly the 
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all know that when during last 
summer's ball tampering troubles, the 
England captain Mike Atherton's Job 
was on the line, for failing to keep the 
ainhoritiesproperly informed. What 
wedid notimow was who saved it. 
^lyeiL.rioW.Wiie do. It was 


Illingworth, the Magnanimous. He 
could easily have axed the captain for 
dereliction of duty. But he did not. 
Instead he "saved his neck". 

But what did he get in return? Alas, 
only rebellion and ungratefulness. "I 
saved his (Atherton's) neck. And in a 
roundabout why he knows that 
although he has never acknowledged 
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11 /' Illingworth told the Press, "I am 
sure if he had told the full story and I 
hadn't fined him, Mike would have 
been suspended for the last matches of 
the summer and we would have been 
under pressure to get a new captain, 
probably Mike Gatting." 

That did not happen, we all know 
that, thanks to Illingworth. But the 
problem is that neither this 
benevolence, nor the despotism is 
going down well with the England 
skipper and his boys. How ungrateful, 
isn't it? Well, Mike Atherton, like 
many of his friends and admirers 
thinks that he owes his captaincy, and 
whatever he has achieved in life, to 
none. He also thinks that as captain of 
a nation's Test team, his rights are his 
own prerogative. He owes them to 
none, shares them with none, and he 
certainly is not going to be a yes-man. 

And that is exactly why when 
Illingworth tells him who should be 
opening the England innings and who 
should bat at No.6, Mike Atherton 
finds himself faced with what is seen 
by many as not just despotism, but 
malevolent despotism. The quiet and 
soft-spoken person that he is, Mike 
Atherton, however, has seldom 
resorted to vitriol or even harsh 
comments when rejecting his 
benefactor's 'advice'. He, of course, 
has stuck to his own decisions but 
while on tours his comments about 
Illingworth have rarely gone beyond, 
"Obviously, it is very difficult for him 
(Illingworth to make any assessment 
because he is on the other side of the 
world." He has never humiliated or 
hurt his self-appointed benefactor. 

But the tragedy is that humiliation 
and insult of others have been very 
much a part of Ray Illingworth's 
management repertoire. And the 
most distressing example has been 
Devon Malcolm's public humiliation 
in South Africa that came almost out 
of the blue. 

Dramatically enough, this public 
slighting of Devon Malcolm came 
close on the heels of his win in a libel | 
suit against the Wisden Cricket 
Monthly, which carrried an article 
questioning the loyalty and patriotism 
of players of non-British descent. ^ 
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Devon Malcolm saw this as blatant 
racism, took the magazine to court 
and won substantial damages. 
Ironically, this time, Devon Malcolm 
cannot possibly do that; no one can 
possibly be penalised for expressing 
his or her assessment of a player's 
capability. 

But the question is: was this 
necessary at all? Isn't it obvious that 
the harsh belittling comments from 
Illingworth and his bowling coach 
Peter Lever would substantially 
damage the morale of the English 
team, which Atherton's gentle but 
firm captaincy style raised to new 
heights? Not just me, these questions 
are now being raised and argued by 
most cricket writers here in England. 

"Ill-mannered outburst" is how 


one columnist described Illingworth's 
comment that Malcolm is just one of 
the "six seamers around". "He is a 
fool", wrote another journalist, being 
more blunt in his opinion of the boss 
of English cricket. And worse still, 
another journalist cautioned 
everyone that coming in the wake of 
the racism suit that Malcolm yi^on and 
made news all over the world, these 
comments too were liable to be seen 
through an apartheid lens. 

But what made the episode more 
galling was the appendices that 
Illingworth's close associate Peter 
Lever provided to his master's voice: 
"Malcolm has just one asset: pace." 

Well, for that matter, half the 
characters in cricket's international 
Hall of Fame could be qualified or 
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rather dismissed with such a curt 
statement. But Lever's afterthought 
was even more hurting: "That apart, 
he is a non-entity in cricketing terms." 

Here's what Simon Barnes writing 
in The TTf/neshad to say about Peter 
Lever's infamous quote: "Poor old 
Dev. Just one asset—pace. Terrible 
thing that, for a pace bowler, 1 
suppose. 1 suppose a Shane Warne has 
only one asset—spin. Brian Lara has 
one asset, bat speed. And David 
Gower, another much-reviled and 
much-dropped cricketer, had one 
asset, timing. How appalling it must be 
for an athlete to have but a single 
talent. Linford Christie has one asset 
and that too is pace. Never got 
anywhere with limitations like that. 

"Of course, there are people who 


The tragedy is that 
humiliation and insult of 
others have been very 
much a part of Ray 
Illingworth's 
management repertoire. 
And the most 
distressing example 
has been Devon 
Malcolm's public 
humiliation in South 
Africa that came almost 
out of the blue 






player and that is genius. Malcolm 
Marshall, Pcle." 

Simon Barnes' cutting remarks 
apart, it is Devon Malcolm's 'pace 
only' bowling that destroyed South 
Africa the last time out recording the 
sixth best bowling figures in the 
history of Test cricket. 

But most important of all, why did 
Peter Lever and Ray Illingworth have 
to do this? Ray Illingworth always 
gave the impression that he was holier 
than everybody else, that he knew 
best as far as England's cricketing 
well-being was considered. So much 
so, that during the last Ashes series, he 
openly criticised the captain for failing 
to telephone him and having his 
tactics examined and okayed by him, 
before leading the boys out in the 
middle. 

Well, in that case, Illingworth 
should ideally have organised a 
mobile phone link with Atherton in 
order to control his captain's strategy 
more effectively when the matches 
were aaually on. I remember even 
when Atherton chose Steve Rhodes to 
open the batting on a couple of 
occasions instead of Craig White, 
Illingworth publicly questioned the 
skioper's decisions. 

Now, where does all this leave 
English cricket? Certainly not on a 
good wicket having a captain who 
needs somebody else's permission to 
call himself so can never be the ideal 
concept of leadership. And a bunch of 
humiliated and demoralised players 
out on a tour (at the moment in South 
Africa) can never be a winning 
combination. 

Cricket pundits here are 
particularly worried that Illingworth 
chose none other than Devon 
Malcolm for the public humiliation, 
and they have good reasons for that. 
Devon Malcolm is an extremely 
sensitive man, whose moods are 
known to have swung to opposite 
extremes time and again. The worry is 
he will either respond to it with 
extreme vigour and cricketing 
excellence, forcing the unkind words 
of Illingworth back down his throat, 
or he will slowly sink into depression 
and destroy himself. • 










I N the leisurely pre-war days oi P 
6 - O's 25,000-ton liners 
Strathelyde and Strathaird, MCC 
touring parties turned sea-legs 
into land-legs at Colombo, Ceylon, 
playing condescending friendlies with 
the locals; preparation for the serious 
stuff to come in Australia. In 1982, 
Ceylon, now proudly independent Sri 
Lanka, was allowed to join the big ! 
boys of the ICC. And in 1995 they j 
gained their spurs by winning the away 
series in New Zealand and Pakistan. 

In 1995 Pinnaduwage Aravinda dc 
Silva also became the first Sri Lankan 
Test player to play full-time for an 
English county. He did it in some style 
too, despite doubting Thomases who 
made no bones about asking why this 
little man with an unknown, 
unpronounceable name had ever 
been signed by Kent, despite having to 
fill the noi-inconsiderable boots of the 
West Indian, Carl Hooper, called away 
on Test duty, and despite early-season 
biting winds that forced him into a 
cocoon of sweaters. 

de Silva scored no fewer than 10 
centuries. Two of them were doubles: 
255 V Derbyshire at Maidstone, and 
225 V Notts on Trent Bridge's wide 
expanse. One was against the might of 
the West Indians. Another, the finest 
of the lot, was in the Benson 6 Hedges 
final at Lord's. Such was his 
resounding answer. And yet, 
amazingly, Kent used none of them as 




All About 


a copper-bottomed foundation for 
victory. 

Of course, there had been that B&H 
melodrama a fortnight earlier. In the 
first over, 'Harry', as he had become 
popularly known (the players call him 
' Ari), had dropped a catch, a fleeting 
chance admittedly. Unfortunately it 
was from the bat of one Michael 
Atherton, who happily helped himself 
to 89 more classic runs out of 274. de 
Silva made some small amends with 
eight tidy overs of offspin that yielded 
only 36 to a swashbuckling 
Lancashire attack. But that dropped 
catch...? 

de Silva did not let it shake his 
nerve. Rather, he steeled it. With Kent 
two down for 37, he put barrel-built 
Ian Austin, who had bowled four 
overs for a single run, firmly in his 
place: two towering sixes in one over 
and nine more runs in the next. He 
reached 50 in 50 minutes, then 
stepped up the tempo to reach 100 
from 88 balls. Three of them had been 
smashed for sixes and 10 for fours. ^ 
With eight Kent wickets down and 
tailenders unable to give him the 
strike (95 balls out of 222 was his 
share) he had to go for 'the big one'... 


MOINUODIN HAMID 



Aravinda da Silva it now as popular in 
Cantorbury as ha is in Colomoo 
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Watch outforAravinda de Silva at this World 
Cup. He is determined to follow up his success at 
Kent this summer with a successful tournament 
to make a permanent mark in world cricket 



and ballooned it to a perfectly 
positioned Graham Lloyd, who 
gratefully pouched it—before turning 
to applaud the batsman who had 
scourged his team. It was only the 
third century ever in a Benson 6- 
Hedges final. 

Harry had made good. His prayer 
had been answered; 'Perhaps God is 
saving all my one-day runs for Lord's', 
he had been wont to say. He now had 
$750 to bank, the Gold Award, and a 
standing ovation. The Deity had 
certainly looked kindly upon him. 
'Quite superb!' enthused BBC 
commentator Tony Lewis. 'Superb,' 
echoed Freddie Trueman. 

No flash-in-the-pan, he continued 
to make good. In first-class matches he 
hit seven centuries—and as many 
half-centuries—to score 1781 runs, at 
virtually 60 a time, before he hurried 
off to Pakistan to join his team. Three 
more centuries for champions Kent in 
the Sunday League helped to bring 
him 722 more runs, at 36,10. 

Whence came this cricket meteor? 
Wisden ,as it always does, helped. So 
too did Sam de Silva, who had made 
the little jaunt from Colombo to 
Canterbury specially to support the 
son he had worked and wished into a 
Test cricketer. Aravinda himself was 
not an interviewer's dream. He took 
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reiuge behind a Maginot Line of 
non-commital modesty. To dig out his 
life story was like trying to extract 
black gold from beneath desert sands 
with a child's bucket and spade But 
then,was a long, long day in the 
field—followed by a duck in the next 
one—^the best of times lor a sparkling 
interview.^ 

Sam, 'no cricketer myself' (modesty 
runs in the family), made no bones 
about laying down Aravinda's cricket 
career from the word go A plastic bat 
and ball were m his cot alongside 
teddy bears (or whatever Sri Lankan 
babies cuddle) And at seven, a 
masterstroke this, Aravinda was given 
A Young Playt-r's Encyclopaedia of 
Cricket. Batting skill and a knowledge 
of English raced forward side by side. 

At nine, a pocket-sized Aravinda 
played with gangling under-13s. And 
former Sri Lankan wicketkeeper 
Ranjit Fernando was already 
predicting: The boy will certainly play 
for Sri Lanka.' A minnow indeed, he 
is—in stature only—a little man (51t 
3ins). But then so were 
Bradman .Border...Gavaskar...Lara...- 
and Napoleon. 

At 13, he played for the under- 19s, 
the glory men of the 1 st XL Played too 
for the adult Nondescripts CC 
(century before lunch against 
university undergraduates). But this 
was allowed only under strict 
injunction from Sennayaka College's 
headmaster, Ralph Allcs, that Ranjit 
Fernando should act not only as his 
mentor but also as his chaperon. Only 
two years later Aravinda visited 


London—^the baby of a Sri Lankan 
Schools team. Promptly and 
precociously he hit the first century ol 
the to’ur. 

At 18 it was the Big Time, which has 
lasted so far over 10 years. On his 
debut at Lord's, it was three quick 
kiurs...a single...and out. The more 
memorable innings were a century 
against Australia in a close-run 
270-runs chase; 148 in 1992 against 
India, and 267 at Wellington, New 
Zealand The latter score was doubly 
memorable, for instead of paralysing 
the Kiwis it inspired them to theii own 
run-feast: 671 for 4, with .Jones and 
Crowe sharing 467 of t hem 

dc Silva likes to put bat lirmly to 
ball, above all,relishing a six. Four 
centuries have been reached not with 
a nervously-prodded single and a 
panic scamper but with a masieriul 
blow over the ropes. One was a vciy 
displeased Imran Khan Another was 
a warning shot across Kapil Dev's 
bows—off his first ball. 

de Silva's batting offers a varied 
gourmet menu of strokes. A model of 
correctness, he plays the finest of 
leg-glances, speeding them off the bat 
with a turn of the wrist that also helps 
cuts and late-cuts on their way. Nor is 
he above cover-drives played with 
grace and geometrical precision. 

He viciously thumps wayward and 
rearing balls to the leg boundary with 
well-placed pulls and hooks of a 
savagery that is alien to his gentle 
nature. He also nearly hit a 


reverse-sweep for the first-ever six! 

All this with a light bat—and a 
Harrow-size handle. 

Small but knowledgeable feel are de 
Silva's foundation. They bring him 
neatly right behind the ball—elbow 
up. bat almost painfully straight in 
concentrated defence. They ^ing him 
dancing out to medium-pacers in 
cavalier attack. 

In the outfield, he seems to switch 
off temporarily. A sturdy statue, he 
eyes the game rather as if it was not 
really his concern. Finds lime to 
practise airy strokes that need no 
practice. Then, at end of over, he plods* 
off to his new position as if setting out 
on a very long journey. But when 
occasion demands, his 100-and 
200-metre school championships 
stand him in good stead. 

Wholehearted too; in diving to stop in 
Australia he tangled with advertising 
boards and came off second-best. A 
stress fracture saw him pack his bags 
and head sadly for home. 

As a batsman he is as eager for the 
snapped-up single as a lurcher for a 
rabbit, and for the seemingly unlikely 
run too. The softest of voices can turn 
surprisingly sharp if an over-eager 
partner is unrealistic in assessing 
comparative speeds of foot and 
thrown ball. 

Bowling? 'Unpretentious' sums it 
up. Three or four brisk steps, left arm 
thrown high, right wheeled over 
compaiatively fast with an almost 
audible snap of that wrist. He keeps a 
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D« Silvi has bacoma Sri Lanka's first avar 
Tast playar to play futl-tima for an English 
County 


tidy length. And though his 
offspinners have never taken a bagful 
of wickets, he has that invaluable 
knack of breaking up a seemingly 
immoveable partnership. 'Got 
Border's wicket once...' Aravinda 
contributes in an unexpected burst of 
garrulity. 

Back at Sennayaka, he had been, of 
necessity, press-ganged into not 
unsuccessful fast bowling until it 
became obvious that long stints of 
speed and still longer ones of batting 
did not mix. While Sam breathed 
cricket into him, his mother quietly 
urged tennis. But he lacked the inches 
to thunder down aces. His 
throw-in-owes a little to his discus 
and shot-putting exploits at 
Sennayaka. At snooker he pots red 
with the same millimetre precision 
that he bisects an offside field. 

The Times, not too prone to go over 
the top, talks of de Silva's 
'breathtaking quality' and 'mesmeric 
strokeplay'. A yet sterner arbiter, 
Richie Benaud, adds 'One of the finest 
batsman this decade'. Graham 
Cowdrey asserted: 'I cannot believe 
any player anywhere has ever been so 
popular. He was an inspiration too.' 
Turncoat Kent supporters are 
unanimous: 'We love Harry'. And 
Harry seems to love them too! 

Wisden Cricket Monthly 
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WORLD CUP SPECIAL 


^ VIEW FROM 
THE PRESS BOX! 

The World Cup Mntt see a host of former phtyers-tumed writers and broadcasters. 
DAVID GOWER takes up their case against the professional journalist 


M y, DOESN'T lime fly? 

The Editor's request to 
look back at my first 
year as a 'mediaman' 
seemed to overlook the faa that it is 
now already two years since 1 decided 
to give up on the playing side. 

Now for me that has peen a far less 
traumatic separation than it must be 
for the bulk of sponsmen and women 
who retire into a gaping void, with 
nowhere to go with their energies and 
skills, and in so many cases without 
the financial cushion that gives a 
certain breathing-space. 

What with television, radio and 
written work to occupy more than 
enough of my time, it is only rarely 
that Mr Frith succeeds in prising even 
this son of meagre offering from me. 

Breathing-space is something of a 
luxury as far as the Gower household 
is concerned, at least until the season 
finally ends Even then there are still 
enough little jobs that prompt the son 
of 'But darling. I'm only doing all this 
for us' type of explanation that is 
supposed to make it all right when 


two-year-old Alex waves goodbye 
again—'Daddy gone!' 

In short, it means there is not too 
much to complain about; and for that 
we are all grateful. 

I suppose the major debate in which 
we retired cricketers cum mediamen 
inevitably feature is that which seems 
to be regularly rehashed every year: 
the merits or otherwise of having 
ex-players in the Press-box, as against 
properly-trained, streetwise 
journalists. 

Most of the time the issue seems to 
be raised by Michael Henderson of 
The Times, who is always ready to 
debate any topic at the drop of a hat, 
having the son of mind that is ever 
ready with the answers to any trivial 
or not so trivial pursuit. And, like the 
batteries, he can go on and on. 

1 don't mind the debate at all. It is 
some of the conclusions that seem far 
too black-and-white to do justice to 
the topic. And it filled a morning for us 
in the Lord's Press-box one Saturday, 
before the events of the day were due 
to be relayed to our various offices— 


as it happened, even earlier than 
normal that afternoon, one which 
saw Middlesex rout Notts in 
double-quick time. 

Inevitably I feel bound to defend my 
own corner, along-side the likes of 
Derek Pnngle, Vic Marks and Peter 
Roebuck, all of us, by coincidence, 
penning our stuff for Sunday 
newspapers at a variety of lengths. 

'Hendo', in his critiques of the 
category (ex-player journo), certainly 
does not fall into the trap of 
generalisation, giving credit where 
some is due. Where he is adrift is in 
setting such high standards by which 
he feels we must be judged. Were he 
to apply such standards to the whole 
range of his colleagues in the cricket 
Press, many of the non-playing hacks 
would hardly pass muster. 

Obviously, respeaive newspaper 
styles have a large influence on the 
finished produa, along with basic 
newspaper techniques. The first thing 
I had to learn for the Sunday Express 
was the simple notion of starting with 
the main story. The style of history 
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essay taught me by the legendary 
R.W. Harris at King's Canterbury, 
good enough for an A1 at 'A'-level, is 
no good for England v West Indies, 
1995. 

Beginning, Middle and End soon 
become Middle, End, Beginning, as 
required. But more to the point is the 
content of that 'middle', wherever it 
comes. 

1 think it is entirely pertinent to 
have men who have spent 15 years or 
so in the game bringing their 
experience to bear on explaining it to 
a wider audience. It takes time to 
develop the skills needed to do so most 
effectively. It is just as well that those 
of us who have turned from playing to 
writing were not judged so swiftly at 
the start of our playing careers! 

Let us not forget either that there 
are many who have trodden the same 
path successfully for many a year, so 
much so that even Richie Benaud, 
whom I admire very much as a 
colleague in the businesses of both 
spoken and written word, endured 
the question not so long ago: 'Did you 
ever play cricket, Mr Benaud'? 

Style can be acquired and polished; 
experience in the game cannot at this 
stage of a career. True objectivity 
probably has to be gained by those 
making the change, and that comes 
more easily as one loses touch—all 
too easily done—with day-to-day 
dressing-room banter. 

So—my conclusion lor the defence 
— there is no reason why players 
should not become good journalists. 


After all, the majority currently doing 
so, not just those I have mentioned, 
have a university education behind 
them: not a guarantee necessarily, but 
a pointer to some basic level of 
intelligence. 

My respect also is due to those of 
our colleagues who have been in the 
business for far longer and continue to 
produce reams of exceptionally good 
reading day in, day out. There is 
definitely room for all, and the 
balance between the two camps, 
which I suspect applies to cricket more 
than any other sport, is a vital aspect in 
allowing the avid reader access to a 
broad scope of opinion. 

The future of the debate, of course, 
lies with the editors of our national 


David Gowar has movad saiaathly inta a lull 
Gadgadlauraalisticcaraarnawtnat his 
crickating days ara over 

newspapers. One thing is certain: 
they, toa man, demand quality work 
—and on lime! If they are not happy, 
then it matters not whether you 
played 117 Tests or once for the village. 

Whatever else, my two years at the 
Sunday Express have been most 
educational, good grounding tor 
whatever writing I do in the future. 
The debate, too, has been a boon to 
my vocabulary: I had to wail till my 
second tour with the paper to be 
described as 'prolix'. You can look it 
up, as did I and the entire Press corps 
in the Caribbean! 
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WORLD CUP SPECIAL 


as MYSTIC 
MORRISON 


On Danny Morrison lies New Zealand's World 
Cup hopes. And he can't forget the semi-final 
loss to Pakistan in the last World Cup 


IFE after Hadlee' is still 
the most popular subject 
amongst New Zealand 
cricket followers With 
Hadlee responsible for such a large 
percentage of New Zealand's victories 
in the 70 s and 80's, it is but natural 
that there should be such an intense 
speculation as to whether his large 
bools could ever be filled 
No one is suggesting that Danny 
Morrison 'has been a replacement', 
but over the last decade he has 
developed as a genuine strike bowler 
The 29-year-oId Aucklander, is the 
most experienced and premier bowler 
of the Kiwi squad today and is well 
versed in the need lor responsibility 
He was brought up in a single-parent 
family and "Quickly I learned' 


"Without a sense ot dedication and 
purpose, It IS easy to give in to excuses 
and fall by the wayside", says 
Morrison 

It is this experience that has led 
Morrison to work for the Alcohol and 
Drug Education Centre Foundation in 
New Zealand, using the little time he 
has away Irom the cricket field to 
lecture youngsters on behalf of the 
foundation "I got involved via the 
Chief Executive, Murray Deaker, who 
had considerable talent as a cricketer 
and rugby player, but became an 
alcoholic, which ruined his career", 
explained Morrison. 

"1 came from a single-parent family 
and so 1 understood the pressure that 
kids face, and what Murray is trying to 
teach them is that if you get involved 



in sport, then you have purpose and it 
is easier to resist the pressures of drugs 
and alcohol." 

The foundation played a key role in 
Morrison's development providing 
him with a scholarship to play in 
England for Harefield in 1984. He was 
just 18, but the faith placed in him by 
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the foundation had a major impact on 
his outlook and it wasn't surprising 
that by 1984-85 he had established an 
impressive record for Auckland 
Morrison's structure might not 
appeal one as a fast bowler He's 
almost a foot smaller than some of the 
West Indian giants and there is none 


of their fluid languidness in his runup 
or action But he is very deceptive 
With a very strong pair of shoulders 
and powerful chest and leg muscles, 
he puts considerable energv into his 
deliveries "Since his Test debut in 
Brisbane in 1987, he has gained at 
least a few extra yards of pace, and m 


TIm abtanct of Sir Richard Hadlee initially put 
Momaon under tremendous pressure. But lie's 
learnt to livi with it 

the New Zealand-Australia series he 
was by far the fastest bowler on either 
team", recolleas manager Glenn 
Turner 

In many ways. Morrison has 
reversed the oft-quoted line 'Oh, you 
must have been lucky to have bowled 
with Hadlee at the other end ' In fact. 

It IS doubtful whether Hadlee would 
have made it past 400 wickets if he 
hadn't had such a penetrative fast 
l>owler at the other end 

When Hadlee was at his peak, the 
Chatfields. Cairnses and Sneddens 
were ideal foils, but 'Paddles' was the 
first to admit that over the last few 
years he lost that edge in pace and 
gave batsmen first a little too much 
room to relax, unless the wicket 
provided significant lateral 
movement Morrison has been able to 
keep batsmen on the back foot never 
being scared to throw in a sharjt 
skidding bouncer 

It was the Hadlee-Mornson 
combination that worked so well 
against Australia m the one off Test at 
Wellington that was won so decisively 
by the New Zealanders Hadlee in the 
first innings and Bracewell in the 
second had more impressive figures 
but Morrison's five wickets were all 
top-order batsmen in particular 
Morrison recalls the dismissal of 


SBRVO 


REDUC 

CARBO 


ADDS LIFE. 



INDIA'S LARGEST SELLING LUBRICANTS. 







SuccMt bmdt popularity 


Dean Jones in the second innings 
proved a crucial breakthrough" 
Mornson kept the batsmen on the 
back foot consistently assisting 
Hadlee and Bracewell with his greatly 
improved outswinger, and more 
disciplined line and length. There 
were very few loose balls to relieve the 
pressure on the Australian batsmen ' 

It IS easy to sec the influence of both 


Hadlee and even more, Dennis Lillee 
on Mornson's bowling He will never 
be as classical in action as these two, 
but he has attempted to get more side 
on in his delivery and has 
undoubtedly learnt well from his 
mentors when it comes to appealingl 
Morrison is quick to point out the 
Hadlee influence which has played 
the most crucial role in his 
development 'I m a great believer in 
Hadlee 'mantras',' says Morrison 
And he uses them well to keep his_ 


concentration focussed completely on 
the objective of dismissing the 
batsman 

He has four phrase clips'—base of 
off-stump, rhythm, hate and Lillee 
'Rhythm is perhaps the most 
important for me", admits Mornson 
Though he sometimes starts slowly 
and awkwardly, losing both h4s length 
and line he recovers later on to make 
his mark on the game 

This was more apparent during the 
one-off Test against Australia in Perth 
With John Wright adopting a 
defensive tactic and sending in 
Australia, the New Zealanders— 
minus Hadlee—^were punished 
severely for their profligate attack It 
was as if the two tyros Morrison and 
the even younger Chris Cairns, were 
more interested in Seeing the ball 
bounce than in attacking the stumps 
At that time Morrison, still only 24 
had just begun to reach his full 
potential 

But u has been a long road since 
then In his career spanning over a 
decade Morrison has seen many ups 
and downs Despair came as 1 
suffered from many injury problems I 
had two hernia operations in 1992 
and 1994 a hamstring problem 
compelled me to take leave from the 
squad in England last season, which 
was followed by a thumb injury", and 
then he continued in a rather 
philosophical tone ' These are a part 
and parcel of life and they are the 
testing times for your stamina and will 
to survive You discover yourself as a 
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new person. During all the traumatic 
phases I was lucky to have a very 
supportive family beside me/' Now 
New Zealand's second highest 
wicket-taker <only next to Sir Richard 
Hadlee) is fast approaching the 
150-club, being just four short (before 
the third Test) against India at Cuttack. 

Morrison remembers his last visit to 
India in 1988, when he was still 
over-shadowed in cricketing terms by 
Hadlee, who took his 400th wicket. "I 
took 16 wickets, including three five 
wicket hauls," he recalled. "It was the 
time when 1 was a raw speedster and 


DaiNMr Morrison (luiMlIiig third HgM 

now ttM IMcruni of Ibo Kiwi oliacfc 

had Hadlee to guide me. But then, 
things have undergone a total 
transformation during this series, 
seven years later. Today I have to pass 
on valuable suggestions to my junior 
colleagues," he confirmed. 

With the World Cup just four 
months away, Morrison seems to 
have geared up once again for the 
fight, "We can't forget the defeat in 
the semi-final of the last World Cup 


against Pakistan. We had won all our 
matches convincingly in the 
preliminary stages and reaching the 
final was just a formality. But 
unfortunately, this time, we don't 
have a Martin Crowe to lead us. Yet, 
none of us would give anything short 
of 100 per cent. 

Responsibility is one of Morrison's 
most valuable assets, and armed with 
Hadlee's four-pronged mantra, this 
personable young man is already 
showing that New Zealand is more 
than prepared for the inevitable life 
after Hadlee'. R«ca Roy 
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To a I I dfivcr like Piinioii Hill, 
fcjniily life is the perfeet antidote to 
the hectic life of the circuit 


LIFE IN 
THE FAMILY LANE! 


,' list is endless -- fast boais, 

^ luxury Mediterranean 

aparimenls, helicopters, private 
jets and oi course expensive cars, all 
on the shopping list of the modern day 
Formula One driver wanting to find 
life beyond the race track. The much 
publicised millionaire life-style of the 
drivers, who are prepared to put their 
lives on the line in pursuit of world 
championship glory, is all part of the 
glamorous, glitzy world of Formula 
One that makes the complete package 
such a massive draw throughout the 
world. 

. Even stories from a bygone age of 
late night parties, pretty ladies and 
champagne have their place in the 
Formula One folklore. In those days 
loo. Formula One was a lough, 
demanding and very dangerous 
occupation for any driver.The need foi 
an antidote to all the adrenalin that 
flows during a grand prix weekend 
has never been greater. 

Nobody knows belter about the 
pressures surrounding the modern 
day driver than Damon Hill. He 
considers himseli very lucky because 
not only has he found the perfect 
antidote to his occupation, but also 
the most powerful source of 
motivation, in the simple pleasures of 
family life. 

He might win a race or lose a 
championship, but there's no feeling 
like being with the faimly. 

"The fact is that racinji drivers are 
often split between their family and 
the job they love, "explained Damon, 
who this year moved into a new house 
in Berkshire, some 50 kilometres west 
of London, with his wife Gcorgie and 
two sons Joshua and Oliver. 

"Although when f'm at a grand prix 
rm ttiinking about the race all the | 
time, my family is really part and 
peretj^the whole thing. That's one 
of th^leasons why 1 strive to be more 
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successful so that my family benefits gets back at every opportunity to see cornmc nis that he would ne\ er be as 

too A family can be the most the two boys There is a ritual on a good as his father have made Damon 

powerful source of motivation Sunday night that has nothing to do even more determined to succeed He 

Before they moved earlier last year with after race champagne parties does not mind the comparisons with 

Damon and the family lived in a I try to get back from the races as his famous father but Iikt s to be 

Viaorian terraced house in a typical soon as possible, says Damon "It's a regarded as a grand pri\ driv ei in his 

suburban street in South 1 ondon wonderful feeling particularly if I own right 

When Damon and Georgie first met have had a good race to walk through Of course I am my fatlit r s son His 

he was racing motorcycles at the the front door and find that the boys genes have come down to me his lovt 

weekend and financing his hobby by have stayed awake waning for my of speed his inner compt iiiivt ness 

despatch riding round London afar return It s nice when that happens and his ability to react itty quukly 

more hazardous existence than because if you arrive back late and However to think > ou art owe d 

anything that racing could ever throw they don t see you until the morning anything in life is wrong ht 

up and Georgic was naming to be a it s almost as if you haven r been explained 

fashion designer away You are there and everything Damon and Georgie hope to pass on 

They married and in 1989 their first seems normal to them iheir example of how to handle the 

son Oliver was born He was Private time is getting harder for pressures of life in the fast lane with 

discovered to have Down s Syndrome Damon and his close-knit family to the commitment and joy of family life 

and Georgie had no hesitation in find down to their two sons 

giving up any idea of a fashion career Damon grew up in a racing We often go to Richmond Park on 

to stay at home to give Oliver the type environment His father Graham won the outskirts of London and it sa 

of start in life that so many children in the World Championships on two wonderful place resealed Damon 

his situation are denied occasions in 1962 with BRM and It s one of the best opportunities 

Brother Joshua was born two years 1968 with Lotus winning a total of 14 Georgic and I have to talk together 

laic r and although testing and racing grand pnx before he was killed in a while the bovs run around It is the 

takes then father away from home for plane crash in November 1975 perfect antidote after a FormulaOne 

many weeks during a year Damon Comparisons and behind door weekend • 


Formula 1 World Champions 
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EGINNING February 1996 
what a sporting six months it s 
gonna be Wild! First the 
World Cup of cricket and then the 
Olympic Games in Atlanta 
Sandwiched in between will be the 
sporting summer on the coniint nl 
with the highlight being the European 
Nations Football championships to be 
played in England And now with 
Doordarshan ESPN and Prime Sports 
all attempting to turn the Indian 
sports freak into the ultimate couch 


the globe 

Non cricketing folks who consider 
an outswinger tobea cfcsh/versionol 
the Singapore Sling would laugh at 
the fact that the tournament to be 
held in India Pakistan and Sri I anka 
from February 14 to March 17 19961 
labelled a World Cup After all in 
how many countnes is cricket played 
for It to be World There are more 
countries that will be playing in the 
European football tournament than 
in crickt t s version of a global 



potato you bctierbuy your:>elf a 
second television set so that you don t 
become unpopular with the 
non sporting elements in your home 
And yet coming to think of it n will 
probably be the World Cup of cricket 
which will attract the maximum 
attention One would be tempted to 
rank the European football 
tournament a good second ahead ot 
the Olympics especially in the east and 
south of India Funny that the 
world s greatest sporting 
extravaganza The Olympics ought to 
have such low priority in this part of 
66 " ^ 


Action from tho Singoporo Sixot 
toumamont 

tournament But then how many 
non American teams play in the 
World Senes baseball in the US'^ 

But tarry a while, for there are 
efforts being made to make cricket a 
truly global sport Take for instance 
the line-up of countries who 
participated in the ICC Trophy last 
year to try and qualify for the 1996 
World Cup They ranged from Papua 
New Guinea to Argentina and from 
Canada to Singapore Why Bermuda 


(known for their beach shorts rather 
than beach cricket) finished fourth, 
just missing out on the qualifying 
standard of the first three 

Why recently Portugal beat 
Germany in the final of the Fourth 
European Cricket Federation Nations 
Cup held in Oxford Holders France 
and Austria reached the seny finals of 
the competition which included 
teams from Belgium, Greece Malta 
and Sweden 

And since Information 
Superhighway is the in phrase to 
use in cocktail conversations these 
days i he Press Association in 
England has launched a new cricket 
service on the computer Internet 
Users can keep up to date with scores 
and news and can even play spot the 
ball 

But propagating cricket m odd 
destinations can have its down side 
too Take for instance Dermot Reeve 
of England and the successful 
Warwickshire He makes it a point to 
travel to his birth place Hong Kong 
every year to play m their sixes 
tournament and help promote the 
game In return for his services he is 
presently being sued for damages of 
more than f200 000 by a spectator hit 
by a ball during fielding practice 
before a match in Honk Kong last 
month Mrs Marianne Hasell claims 
that she was hit in the face by a ball 
missed by Reeve shortly after she had 
asked the players to move away from 
the spectators The self proclaimed 
(ncket buff claims that she has lost a 
third of the sight in her left eye 

Maybe the promoters of cricket in 
the United States of America have 
taken note of this unfortunate 
precedent Anew 'WorldCricket 
League with expticaHy-named clubs 
like the Houston Mustangs and 
Toronto Icebergs, is to be launched 
But the organisers are taking 
precautions and making it 
compulsory for players to wear 
gladiatorial protection', to minimise 
the threat of lawsuits from injured 
players 

For Goodness sake, let them play 
baseball. 

Andy O'Brien 
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DIE HARD! 

Hitih on Inw oa Ajay Jadeja's fioferminaliojj haslmally paid off 
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Presenting Baja 
Servrj Genuine 
2T Zoom 
An eneanc oil 


understands 
what it means 
to own a Bajaj 



Millions of Bajaj 
owners know they 
have a vehicle 
very special 
Hamara Bajaj^ 
they say with 
pride 

^ At Indianoil s 
R & D centre 
one of Asia s most 
advanced we ve 
developed a 
revolutionary 
2T oil specially for 
Bajaj 2 & 3 
wheeler vehicles- 
the Bajaj Servo 
Genuine 2T Zoom 
Approved by Bajaj 
as a genuine engine 
Oil it keeps the 
enginr ckan and 
healthy So it v orks 
harder lasts longer 
What s more it 
gives you a quick 
and easy start 
ensures lower petrol 
and oil consumption 
and reduces harmful 
exhaust emissions 
- Insist on Bajai 
Seivo Genuine 
21 Zoom It will 
make your soul 
mate happy 
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WHAT BAJAJ RELIES ON 


Available at Indianoil petrol stations and 
vehicle and service dealers of Oajat Auto Limited in your city 



ICK 737/9S 







CONTENTS 

6* 19th December, 1995. Volume 17. Issue 4. An Ananda Bazar Publication Rs. 1 S.Od 



DIEHARD! 

High on potential, low on 
exposure, Ajay Jadeja's 
determination has finally paid off 

HIMMA TWALLAH 

Narendra Hirwani talks after his 
successful comeback to Test 
cricket 


THE ALIEN INVASION 

Big money has brought in a host 
of foreign players into the 
English soccer league 


PHOTOGRAPHS ASHOKE CHAKRABORTV 



COVER PHOTOGRAPH BY 4 
BIIMOU ARORA AND POSTEfT 
PHOTOGRAf>H BY 
PROFES^fpNAL SPORT . 



INTERVIEW WITH ANIL 
KUMBLE 

SALIM MALIK TAKES FLAK 
DOWN UNDER 

LUKE WHO'S TALKING 

ENGLAND IN SOUTH 
AFRICA 

MAILBAG 

FORMULA ONE: LOOKING 
BACK 

i , 1 . * 

NEWS IN PICTURES 

MONEY IN INDIAN GOLF 

INTERNATIONAL 

ATHLETICS 

WOMEN'S CRICKET 

rS 

; 

THE SPIRIT OF'83 
FREEWHEELING 


EdNoR Mansur Aii Khan Pataudi 

Pl1nM«K<publUh0d for Antfida Bazar 

by B|tt Kunwr Batu at Its praaa at 6 & 9 RrafUNa 
Sartcar Straal and alao printad at Ananda Offael 
PtMa Umitad. Plot 60/7. SIta tv. Sahtoib^ 
Induatriai Area Qhaziabad-201010. Uttar Predaah. 
Air aureharga for Srtnaaar and Ex-OaM and Tripura 
20palaa. North Eaalam Staias 25 paiaa. 




VOTE FOR SPORTSPERSON OF THE YEAR 


j-. > > i ’ 

T his year we at Sportsworld have decided to let you, our readers, have g 

your say in choosing the sportsperson of 1995, instead of forcing our 
. choice down your throats. V 

A ll you have to do is write in and tell us who, in your opinion, is the ■ 

sportsperson of the year (male or female) along with an attractive 
message explaining why you think that person deserves the honour. 


T he sports personality with the most number of votes will be declared 

Sportsworld's sportsperson of the year 1995. All those who vot€"for the ; / 
eventual winner are guaranteed an attractive prize. So fill in the coupon 
below and send in your entries to "Sportsworld's Sportsperson Of 1995", 6 
Prafulla Sarkar Street, Calcutta 700001. All entries must reach us by 
Monday 18th December, 1995 and the results will be announced in our 
January 3,1996 issue. 
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R>wer>packed, low-smoke, synthetic-based Castrol JETTX 
unleashes the power in your bike Getting you off to a flying 
start Be it on the race track or at the traffic signal 

Synthetic-based Castrol JETTX ensures a clean, smokeless 
burn and extra mileage 

Castrol JETTX meets the latest technical specifications ^ ^ 
introduced by major Japanese bike manufacturers — 
jJASO M3 4S.~F ^— the highest for two-stroke bikes worldwide 
Switch to Castrol JETTX Get off to a flying start Break into 
freedom And zap the rest 

Ceefro/ JeiTX /• b 9 »t tufted for Jopaneto angina 
two-atroka bikaa and aeootara, viz. Yamaha, KawaaakI, 
9uzukl and KInatIa Honda. 
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BY K.O. JACOB 



T he first thing that hits you is the intense high 
wattage of his smile. It has the effect of a 
thousand flash bulbs exploding in your 
face.the whole sensation lasting for a fleeting 
second, but one that leaves you totally dazzled. Before 
you actually realise it, you are smiling yourself. And 
mind you, all this is before Ajay Jadeja really turns on 
the juice. 

Ask any of the cricketers who has played with him or 
been in the same team as Jadeja, and they will agree 
that his electricity has often rubbed off on them at times 
when everything seemed lost on the field. 

Any cricket fan who has witnessed him on the 
ground will bear witness to the fact, that his 
mannerisms have always managed to throw a ray of 
hope, when the situation was not in India's favour. 
Jadeja's temperament has always been a positive one, 
and in whatever position he is, his is one profile that 
cannot be missed. It is this positive approach towards 
his cricket, and towards life in general, that has brought 
Jadeja to the limelight, where he is today. 

He was being talked about by everyone, the public, 
his teammates, the selectors—after his maiden Test in 
India, against New Zealand at Bangalore. Following his 
inspired 

performance in the Bangalore Test, the Indian 
captain Azharuddin commented. "Jadeja had to be 
given the chance when Sidhu was not picked for the 
first Test and I am glad he has repaid this trust. He had 
not played a Test for some time and given the chance he 
really proved himself." 

Actually, Azharuddin's comment provides us with a 
synopsis of young Jadeja's cricket career. He has 
continually been on the periphery of cricketing fame, 
yet he never seemed to get his due. Whenever he was in 
the playing XI he has always spilled his guts on the field, 
a respeaable average of 33.72 in Test cricket and an 
average of 32.37 in one-day cricket also bear testimony 
to that. Yet, he is one player who could never be sure of 
his place in the team. As he said, "When you say 
'whenever' 1 got a chance to play, 1 was consistent, it 
means that I was there in the team because some one 
else was not there. The people who have been playing 
have been doing well themselves^so it's very difficult to 
have someone out, even if they did not perform well." 

A plausible reason, but tliere had to be a point where 
he could draw the line. There had to be a point beyond 
which a player could not motivate himself to be at his best 
'vtrhenever' chances came his way. Jadeja endorsed, "It 
is a simple fact that an experienced player is al ways 
preferred. So Til have the same advantage when 1 get 
my turn. It could be tomorrow, it could be 'whenever'." 
Even Jadeja with his positive and level headed 




Ajay Jadaia wMi hit mantor Kapil Dav. According to Jadaja, Kapil 
has boon Um 'tola forca* in his caraar 

mindset has felt frustrated at times, like the period just 
after the World Cup in 1992. when he was going 
through a bad patch. People who till then referred to ' 
him as a cricketing prodigy, suddenly turned around ^ 
and accused him of being a party-animal, a cricketer 
who did not take his cricket seriously. Reams of 
newsprint were spent to malign his case and that was 
the lime when the seriousness of it all hit him. An 
emotional Jadeja recalled, "A lot of people thought 
negative about me. 1 don't blame them because 1 did 
not have a good scries. So, I guess, they had the right to 
form an opinion." 

He went on, "Yeah, it did have a negative effect. 
What 1 was upset about was that they said I wasalways' 
partying. If I go to a disco or a nightclub late in the 
evening. I do not think it's got anything to do with my 
practice, I think they are not doing their homework if 
they don't come to see me practise. I was not di>ing well 
at that time and so it was easier for them to write. When 
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you are doing well, nobody writes about it " 

It was at this juncture in his life that tne 21 -year-old 
realised that fame was a double-edged sword He also 
became aware that from then on he would have to 
prove himself doubly if he was to step out to a cricket 
pitch with the coveted India cap on his head 

Jadeja had just had an educational tryst with destiny 
and It did change his persona, it made him more hard 
working As he reminisced. My attitude has always 
been, take it as it comes, if it has to happen it happens I 
am a firm believer in destiny so I just give my best and 
leave the rest to the Almighty You have to put in your 
effort, there is no easy way to success ' 

Disconcertingly one realised that even when he had 
given his best, even after he was successful, he was not a 
regular And whenever he was recalled, his spirited 
performance always made it evident that here was a 
sportsman with very high levels of motivation 

Still, there are instances where at the pinnacle of the 
game a normal sportsman loses the ability to motivate 
himself This happens wnen he is totally unsure of 


Ahhough Jadefa baa bean on tbo poripbary of cricketing glory for so 
long, be is to Iba fans,ona of India's most sought after cricketers 
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when his next chance will come Jadeja's motivation^ 
however, was never suspect and his mental tenacity 
only stronger when he admitted. "Yeah, it is very 
difficult to motivate yourself, speaally when you're 
sitting out, because you are not getting games But. 
your biggest motivation is that you arc still there It's 
much better than people who are not in the 14 and who 
have to play m the Ranji Trophy and Duieep 'Trophy to 
get noticed It's very difficult to play at that level and 
prove yourself I think it's much better to be in thO'Side 
and work hard At least you have the feel of 
international cricket That keeps you going " 

Further proof of this strength and the fact that he had 
not been afflicted by the Tam purely unlucky Luck 
never seems to favour me' syndrome, was served when 
Jadeja came out with the startling rationale that he 
adheres to T see myself as a very lucky person It is 
always difficult to make comebacks, to get 
opportunities or surpass injuries My main comeback 
was after the tour of South Africa when Sidhu got 
injured and Raman had two or three bad games That 
was why I was included I would considTer myself lucky 
It's better than not playing for five seasons and then 
getting one game, and not doing well 

Ajay Jadeja used the time-out to practise that much 
harder He realised that there were flaws which needed 
to be readied, and he realised that the drawback was 
more mental, than technical He had a tendency to 
throw away his wicket when he was in good nick A 
fault he owns up to, "I would say that 1 was less 
responsible I always thought 30s and 40s were good 
enough I was easily satisfied At that point I didn't have 
the feeling that I let a few good opponunities go by 
There has e been a lot of changes, it's getting better But, 
there's still a long way to go " 

Agreed that he still has a long way to go, but at 24. 
and still not assured of a regular place in the side, does 
he have the time and age to rewnte record books? Our 
subjea, however, thinks that he is still in the process of 
learning and was confident that time and age were on 
his side Jadeja remarked, "There are people who had 
not staned playing first class cricket even when they 
were 2 5 I am improving, so I don't know how far I'll go. 
I'll just try to keep myself fit and play as long as 1 can. 
Not till 35, do I plan to quit the game. I don't mean 
playing for India, but playing this game. I'm going to 
play It my way, enjoy it Well life goes on. It's a long 
way, 11 years to go I don't set goals. 1 don't see beyond 
tomorrow " 

Probably it was this attitude, or the faa that Jadeja 
has never preached that he would rewrite encketing 
history, that labelled !him as a happy-go-lucky 
charaaer This image is an aberration from the aaual 
truth and does in no way reflea the intensity that 
nestles inside his brain cells. 

Jadeja reasoned. "What people make or thtnk of 
images is basically what they see on television. If you 









arc serious on TV, people think you are a serious 
person. It's like in the movies, depends on what role 
you play on screen. Prem Chopra is I he nicest man in 
Bombay, yet people look at him as a villain. So I don't 
think I will go by what people judge me to be." 

Surprisingly, Jadcja commands a phenomenal fan 
following today. He is feted by TV talk show hosts, by 
film celebrities and innumerable cricket fans. He does 
not owe this attention to his handsome boyish looks or 
his charm. For him it all boils down to his cricket, "I 
guess fielding is one thing the Indian fans have been 
missing and people like you only if you do something 
extra. When 1 came into the side,fielding was one of our 
weak points, and it was one of my assets. So, I would say 
that it has put me ahead of many other players, both on 
the field and off it." 

Added to this is also the fact that he is easily India's 
most approachable cricketer and you have the reason 
for his fame. 

Jadeja surely has the safest pair of hands in the Indian 
side after Azharuddin, and surely the earnestness of 
both these players in this department of the game has 
gone a long way in improving the general standard of 
Indian fielding. Jadeja, however, feels that it was a new 
awareness amongst the team that was responsible for 
the improved standard. He said, "The number-one 
thing is to enjoy fielding. People are enjoying fielding 
more than they did earlier. Earlier they just used to go 
through the motions. Now everyone is enjoying the 
game and .so the fielding is getting better." 

No one knows better than Jadeja that the high 
standard he has set for himself has only raised 
expectations from the public. People expea him to stop 

Jadtja't poaHiva ttproach on Ilia fiald alwaya fills hla taaaimatia 
and countryman wmi hope, avan whaa India t chipa art down 
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Contrary to popular conception, 
good fielding not only needs good practice...,.,, 

It also needs a good field. '' - - 

Just think about it. How often do our players throw caution to the wind. And 
theniselves, on the ground ? To be fair, however, the fault does not lie with them. 

It lies with our ground conditions. 

And it’s not limited to cricket but extends to other playing fields as well. 

They’re devoid of grass, they’re hard and, what’s more, they’re hard on the players. 

Therefore, we present our range of sprinkler .systems. Such as large area sprinklers, 
that have satisfied many well known cricket flelds including the much talked about 
Mohali Cricket Stadium. Other systems like pop-ups, automatic and semi-automatic 
have also been used on prestigious sports fields like Nehru Football Stadium-Madras, 

Royal Calcutta Golf Cour.se, Bangalore Racecourse and National Stadium- Delhi. 

All of which were made-to-order and backed by our thirty years experience 
in the field. 

So to know more about what we can do for you, simply call. 

And then, let the players have, well, a field day. 
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• Bhopal-557058 • Hyderabad-844775 
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any ball that goes 
his way, and they expect 
him to cling on to any catch 
that goes remotely close to 
him Surely this high 
expectation has put some 
extra pressure on him 
when he is on the field 
When asked he 
commented, ''Yeah, I guess 
so It does put pressure, but 
I think It's perfectly 
natural One day they 
make you a God and the 
next day you arc no one If 
you have an advantage, 
there's also a disadvantage 
to your commitments I 
don't think anyone should 
go by public memory It's 
loo short ' 

Ajay Jadeja has always 
been a person who grabbed 
any opportunity that came 
hiSway He has never 
flinched from 

responsibility that has been 
thrust on him When he 
was put at the helm of the 
India A team to 
Kenya, earlier this year, he 
was not at all in awe of the 
situation In his usual cool, 
confident manner he took 
the |ob m his stride For 
him It was business as 
usual. It was just a job to be 
completed When asked 
about the whole 
experience he remarked, 
'There was nothing to be 
apprehensive about Once 
you are selected to lead the 
side, you lead the side And 
no one gave me any 
problems I guess I get 
along with more people 
than any individual in the 
side It could be because of 
different reasons It could 
be because I am closer to 
most of them." 

This stint as a captain has 
helped Jadl^a mature both 
as a person and as a 
cricketer. He did manage to 
instil confidence in his 
14 
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"My attitude has 
always been, take 
it as it comes, if it 
has to happen it 
happens. I'm a firm 
believer in 
destiny, so I just 
give my best and 
leave the rest to 
Almighty. You 
have to put in your 
best, there's no 
easy way to 
success/'.-Jadeja 
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Occasions like this are fraquont in Jadeja's career. He has always 
haen the ever-smiling twelfth man helping his teammates in the 
middle 

midst of all this, there is one aspect that he has not 
forgotten—the person responsible for baptising him 
into the game, Kapil Dev Nikhani 

Talk about Kapil and you immediately realise that if 
there is one person Jadeja is m awe of, it is the legend 
himself lie explained, "He's been the sole force behind 
my ciicket. surely the major force So it will be very 
difficult for someone to take his place Even now, I 
spend a lot of time with him when I am in Delhi " 

Ajay Jadcja has been on the thieshold of cricketing 
glory lor Some time now What has kept him going in 
spite of ihe limited exposure that has been granted to 
him is his never-say-die attitude. Yet he is still not sure 
of how long It will take for things to tall in place for him 
He has certainly not lost hope that eventually one day 
the period of uncertainty will be over Till then he is 
content to take whatever opportunity that comes his 
way, "even if it is for the eleventh slot Playing for India 
IS the mam thing " 

It is this fighting spirit thai he will be remembered for. 
A cricketer who refused to call it quits in the face of 
seemingly insurmountable odds. Ajay Jadeja will be 
rememberi d as a cricketer of substance. A man for all 
seasons. A man for all reasons • 















QUESTIONS 


I Wbo coached both 
• Nadia Comaneci 
and Mary Lou Retton? 

2 Who was the first 
. mantoiiftOOOkgs 
in the Olympics? 


Who said, 'Til start 
- / * shaving, I guess", 
when asked how he 
intended to celebrate his 
win? 


4 Which day is 
> known as the 
"Darkest Day" in Olympic 
history? 



participating countries in 
the inaugural ceremony of 
every Summer Olympics? 

"y Where are the 
/ • headquarters of the 
International Olympic 
Committee? 

8 Which was the 
» Olympic Games in 
which the two Germanys 
participated as one? 

9 Name the first 
> person to win three 
Olympic boxmg medals? 

1 / \ When was the 
Kj, only occasion 
cricket was included m the 
Olympics? 

I I Whowasthe 
I > first woman to 
use the Fosbury Fl<^? 



What IS the order of 
marching of the 


ANSWERS 


Am«r«rlDCLNo.2 



1. BdaKarol]4. 

2. Vas^y Atexeyev. 

3. Bob Mafthlai, at 17, was the youngest 
decathlon duHiqphm, 

4. Septend>cr$, l!?72onwhicbFalesdne 
temxfsts killed 11 isradl a^detts. 

5. Stodcholin. 1912. 

6 . Greece leads the maidi and the hom 
country follows in the end; the other 
ccwntiles am arranged in alidudiedcBl Uhter. 
9. Lausanne, Swftaeriand. 

g. Mexfco City, 1964. 

9. tasidoI*app. 

V>. Iftl900at Paris. 

HI. OltikeMeyfaitb. 



ft,GOVlNDAtAa 

C/d.VBNKATAPPA. 

9df 12,2ND MAIN ROAD, 
, NANIAPPA LAYOUT, 
ADUGODL 

lkkl«GALOltB-560 030, 
leARNATAKA. 
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INTERVIEW 


HIMMA TWALLAH! 


It takes more 
than just 
confidence 
whenyou^re 
proving a 
point to 
someone. 
Sometimes 
it takes 
guts. And 
Narendra 
Hirwani 
showed 
plenty of 
that in 
his comeback 
Test 


HinvMri CHM to Itm 
llw nvitowiMn to etotoi • 
wfi ci wt i wtotot Mw nl 
flw Ntatok mmri ■iilM 
Ctotoek TmI 


INTERVIEWED 

BYGAUTAM 

BHATTACHARYA 
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SPORTSWORUD: You've ttafed a 
lemarkable comeback after three years. 
People almost wrote you off and from 
there to bounce back... what are your 
feelings? 

HERWANI: Bahut achcha lagraha hai. I kept 
on trying for such a long time. Even though 1 
on performing well in domestic cricket, 
getting into the Indian team still remained a 
distant reality. 

Tell me, how was the comeback? 

It involved a hell of a lot of work. Any 
comeback is difficult. It was more so in my case. 

I didn't bowl well on the ill-fated Australian 
tour of '92. Somebody had pointed out in 
Australia itself that I was going wrong on the 
basics. I had to correct that, before aspiring to 
return to the side. 

Who was this somebody? 

Mr Richie Benaud. Aaually, I went up to 
Sunnybha/and asked him, where I was going 
wrong ? It was Sunnyb/iaiwho suggested that 
I see Benaud. As a matter of faa Sunnybhai 
took me to Benaud saymg, he'll be your best 
doctor. 

I must say Benaud was very supportive. He 
immediately put me at ease. His words were 
very sincere and encouraging "I've been 
watching you for the last one month and I 
know exactly where you are gomg wrong 
You've a lovely action, you can turn the ball 
quite appreciably but at the point of delivery 
your head is falling sideways", Benaud 
pointed out. "You musn't move your head," 
Benaud said. 

All the Indian cricketers watched you 
during that Australian summer. Why 
couldn't 'they' detect this simple fault? 
Possibly, they didn't realise. You know, it's 
not very easy to point out minor mistakes like 
that. And that is why a Richie Benaud will 
always be a Richie BenaudI 1 shall always be 
grateful to Sunnybhai that I got the 
opportunity of meeting Benayd. 


supposedly the most dUBcult task for a 
spinner. Just look at the records. For the last 
two consecuuve years I'm the recipient of the 
Sungrace Mafatlal award. 


What Is the difference between 
Narendra Hlrwanl of 19gg and 1995? 

Babul hai difference. Now I'm a much better 
bowler. Those days 1 used to unnecessarily 
worry about the nature of the track 1 was 



Hlitranl isi pnMiil i — r -- *'*“ r--*-" * -** 


But all the same It took three long years 
for you to rectify your basics? 

No, not that. Imme^ately after reaching 
home I started to work on my bowling. 

I can tell you prior to that meeting (with 
Benaud) my domestic performance wasn't 
tlttt hot. But now I'm altogether & different 
prtqmsltion. I take wideets regularly against 
the huBan batsmen in bidla which is 


going to get. Now 1 don't get obsessed about 
that. I've added more weapons in my 
armoury. I remain much more confident and 
relaxed. These days I only concentrate on the 
batsmen. I try to And out their weaknesses 
and strong points quickly. 

You seem to have developed a lot of 
ctmffdence. Is It after your six*wicket 


Absolutely not. We are two completely 
different types of bowlers. Kumble is a faster 
spinner. He is more like a Chandrasekhar. 
Whereas 1 happen to be an orthodox 
leg-spinner. 

At no point of time did 1 envy Kumble. I was 
only thinking that why can't the two 6f us 
play for the same team? I mean, if two 
outswing bowlers can represent the same 
team why can't two leg-spinners? I was 
thinking, if both of us can keep pressure on 
the batsmen by bowling from two different 
ends that would be fantastic. 







liaul at CutUkck? 

1 always had confidence in my hard work You 
know, normally when you are out of the side, 
your friends give you a lot of pep talk They 
say, don't get disheartened, you've been 
wronged. Justice can be delayed but it can 
never be denied and so forth. 

In my case it was the opposite. I had to keep 
on reassunng them, don't get upset, it's just a 
e before I get back 

because the 

s doing 


In Cuttack though you could bowl on the 
last day, basically the Test match was a 
washout. Before that you didn't get a 
look In at Bangalore and Madras. Was It 
extremely disappointing? 

It was hard to take but I never lost hope. 1 told 
you I've always been a positive thinker. I 
believe in hard work and leave the rest to God. 
If I was made of different stuff my career 
would've been over by now. 

I can also tell you, I never remain happy 
being the 12th or f3th man. I want to go out 
there and perform and perform so well Kilok 
bolsakey, ha isnekuch kiya haL He has won 
the match singlehandedly for the country. 

So you want me to believe that prior to 
your superb performance at Cuttack you 
were not even dejected for a while? 

Honestly, that's the thing. After the rains 
came (at Cuttack) even the teammates tried to 
console me but I was okay. 1 don't easily get 
frustrated. Cricket is a game where you 
require patience both on and off the field. 

And since day one, my attitude has been 
this. You can check with my coach Sanjay 
Jagdale. He'll tell you that Hirwani is a bom 
himmatwallah. If 1 have to do something 1 
might as well do that, 

1 must also admit that Jagdale saab had 
helped me in this hour of crisis. Sandip Patil is 
another guy who kept on-telling me, work 
hard. Never lose hope. I'm grateful to him. 

If I may ask, how old are you? 
Twenty-seven. 

That's nothing for a spinner though 
Kumble will always have the 
age-advantage over you... 

There is no question of trying to unsettle 
Kumble in the side. He is our best qrfnner. 1 
don't even think of upsetting hbappkciit 
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Can you analyse v^ut is so great about 
Kumble that all over the world, batsmen 
And him difficult to handle? 

Well he is not a great spinner of the ball. But 
make no mistake. Kumble is an intelligent 
bowler who can study the batsman extremely 
well. Kumble also can maintain his line and 
length. 

I vnll go as far as to say, he is possibly 
marginally ahead of Shane Wame. Kumble 
has shown his class outside India even on 
unresponsive tracks. Let Shane Wame come 
to India and succeed against the Indian 
batsmen. Then we can also join the 
bandwagon that tmly he is the world's 
'number one' spinner. 

But fact remains at the Oval Test match 
In *90 both yourself and Kumble failed to 
win the Test match for India. 

1 won't agree. We took seven wickets between 
us in the second innings. 

So what, you failed to win the Test match 
for India. The Test series was lost. 

Don't forget, in those days we didn't have 
specialist clo$e>in fielders. If you manage to 
get a cassette of that series you'll see, how 
many catches went down in forward short leg 
and at silly point 

Now of course we've the Captain himself 
at slUy point? 

Yes, but in that Test match each English 
batsman was allowed to get thiee-four lives. 
You can't expect to win aTest match after that 

What we get to hear Is that you've been 
offered a lucrative contract to play In the 
Lancashire league next season. 

Yes, I've been offered a contract next season. 
But I've kept them wdting. If Iget selected to 
play for In^ on that tour, obviously I can't 
play, 

HOw did you secure the cwtract ? 

The offer came from Alan Sippy'vla Ravi 
ShastrL 

You've always looked up to Ravi. Would 
you still maintain he's the best skipper 
you've played under? 

(Bit endrarrassed). Nothing of that sort. 
Shastri was a good captain. Azhar teequally 
good. 

All 1 want from my captains is that they 
have confidence in me, so that I'll deliver. # 
mmumAStmcMomnY ' «• 
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I Wish I Was S 
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SPORTSWORLD: One hundred 
wickets in 21 Tests! Would It be 
silly to ask you how you feel? 
RUMBLE Well I have had to wait for 
almost a year for this wicket I had 
taken my 99th wicket last year, at 
Chandigarh, against the West Indies 
But nevertheless, it definitely feels 
good More so, since it came on my 


ASHOKE CHAMUaomV 


home ground 

Having Martin Crowe as your 
100th victim must hgve made the 
feat all that more satisfying... 
Yeah, Martin ts definitely one of the 
best batsmen of our times And I 
couldn't have asked for a better 
baigam. I would, however, have felt 






jck At 95 Or 96. 


better had 1 been stuck at 95 or 96 and 
bagged four or five wickets in the 
Bangaiore Test to reach the century 
mark. That would have been more 
satisfying. 

Your stint with 
Northamptonshire must have 
been highly educative. Being the 
highest wicket taker at the 
county circuit must have done a 
world of good for your 
confldence? 

Sure, there's no doubt about that. 
Suffice it to say that I've benefited 
immensely from my county 
experience. It has helped me develop 
more as a bowler. 

There are critics who subscribe to 
the view that you have 
'over-exposed' yourself as a 
bowler by playing a full season 
overseas... 

I don't quite agree with this line of 
thought. In fact, it is the other way 
around. The experience that one gains 
by bowling for months in an English 
summer, on different kinds of tracks is 
invaluable. You really have to be on 
your toes, day in and day out, in order 
to be successful. The schedule within 
which one has to piay is also very tight 
and the atmosphere very competitive. 

You've earned the distinction of 
being the flrst spin bowler to pass 
the 100 wicket mark since the 
English county was reduced to 
seventeen four-day matches. Can 
you put this feat Into perspective? 
I have always tried to bowl positively 
throughout my career. The number of 
overs that I bowled for Northants were 
somewhere around 900 and this 
helped me a lot. The wickets were a bit 
harder and dry too, which was a 
blessing. Lammie fAllan Lamb), our 
skipper, was the principal guiding 
force in bringing the best out of us. At 
Northants, 1 also had the pleasure of 
working with a lovely bunch of ^ 



colleagues and there was no problem 
in adjusting to the new ambience. I 
enjoyed myself thoroughly. 

With the Indian team due to tour 
England next summer, you 
cannot possibly sign up for the 
county circuit. But what about 
19977 

The management at Northants has 
been quite happy with my 
performance. They are very keen to 
sign me up for 1997.1 too am giving it 
a thought, though I have yet to reach a 
final decision. 

But don't you believe for one 
moment that your excellent 
strike rate in Tests is owed largely 
to the 'made-to-order' spinning 
tracks that we have at home? 

I don't agree. It is only natural that 
countries prepare their wickets 
keeping their bowling strengths in. 
mind. So what's wrong if we prepare 
spinning tracks and use them to our 
advantage? 

We face the same situation abroad 
where we are greeted with really pacy 
tracks. The bottomline is that one 
should strive to be a successful bowler 
on all kinds of pitches. 

Which brings us to the fact that 
you don't turn the ball at all, the 
wickets and the strike rate 
notwithstanding. How does a 
more mature Anil Kumble react 
to that now? 

Well I look at it this way. So long as 


you get wickets, it doesn't really 
matter whether you are bowling a leg 
break or bowling hard and quicker 
ones. What matters at the end of the 
match is how many wickets you have 
in your kitty. I really don't lose much 
sleep over the debate about my ability 
to turn the bali or not. 

The media has created a lot of 
hype about your professional 
rivalry with Shane Wame. So once 
again we see ourselves back in the 
good old days when two 
world-class leggles are sharing the 
limelight... 

I respect Warne as a bowler. He is nice 
to watch and is also a good friend of 
mine. It also feels good that 
leg-spinners are once again being 
given a lot of weightage in cricket 
discussions these days. This trend 
augurs well for the future and for the 
game of cricket. 

So are your Immediate goals 
centred around breaking Into the 
200 wicket club? Or are you 
focusing on spearheading India to 
a World Cup triumph? 

I'm not really in the business of setting 
targets. Basically, I like to take things 
as they come. I only want to keep 
myself cent percent motivated for 
many more years and help play a 
significant role in the cricketing 
fortunes of my country. I thank God 
and my well-wishers for whatever I 
have achieved sq far. And I wish I can 
perform better in the years to come.# 
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WHO'S GUILTY? 

The Salim Malik affair has raised serious questions about 
the ethics that govern the game 


T he turmoil in Pakistan cricket has 
assumed intematldnal proportions. 
'The bribery allegations against their 
star player. Salim Mahk have raised 
serious questlon>about the goings-on in the 


game. especiaUy at the world level amt rattier 
unexpectedly the ICCln the nddst of 
heavy ftek bora tome quarters. 

And (deouirsethesleady dedine edfa world 
beatittgalde wwixmad to send fhodO^^ 







a&over the ivorld. But before that the 
AuioaUan Cildcet Board used the Salim 
MaUk afbir to launch a rather unfair 
cairqiM^ against the worid body of cridcet, 
udilA raised some fundamentally ethical 
questions. 

hi its leqionse to the allegations by the 
Australian trio Tim May, Shane Wame and 
Mark Wau^,that during their last Pakistan 
tour, Salim Malik had tried to bribe them so 
that they could work to lose the Karachi Test, 
the Pakistan Board had instituted an inquiry 
conducted by a former Supreme Court judge. 
The Judge found Malik not guilty, saying "the 
allegations cannot be believed and appear to 
have been concocted for reasons best known 
to the accusers." 

But the Australian Board chose to ventits 
anger on the ICC, saying, "In the ACB's view, 
not only did the ICC have power, but It is 
dearly aiqrropiiate for it to condua an 
inquiry." 

To my mind, this was tantamount to saying 
'we don't give a damn to the findings of the 
Supreme Court judge. The matter should 
have been Investigated and sorted out by the 
ICC' 

But why? Why can't we trust a country's 
Supreme Court judge? Whenever a country is 
hit hy such a scandal or any aa of indisdpline. 
It is quite customary for the nation's 
ciicketing authorities to launch its own 
inquest. The ICC has never seen itself in an 
investigative role; it does not have any such 
statute in its constitution. There simply is no 
precedent. 

And that is exactly why the ACB's demand 
for an ICC inquiry took its dialrman Clyde 
Walcott by utter surprise. And the logic is 
sind>Ic: players of every country are 
contracted to their home board. 

Therefore, as the International CtKKet 
chairman, Clyde Walcott said, the ICC had no 
constitutional authority to take action in the 
case. "When these allegations were made 
several months ago, we had legal advice and 
were advised that the ICC had no authority to 
investigate those alleged actions. We had 
nodiing In our code of conduct that we couhl 
use todisdplinc these playersi, if found 
guOty," said Walcott. Sur^singly, rite 
Australians persisted that the ICC did have the 
power. 

Obviously, the question more huportant 
riian theiiidess Auitrafitti per^isteoce is that 
sshethcac ICC iImuM have such jj^swers in 


future. The ICC diairman Walcott certainly 
thinks it riiould: "The ICC should change 
their constitution to let them Investigate and 
if necessary, take action in such cases", he 
said, while at the same time reminding the 
Australians that even though they were 
blaming the ICC, theytooare very much part 
of the ICC. 

If that is so, I mean, if each national body is 
aaually part of the whole, then why sudi lack 
of faith in them in the first place? The proposal 
of giving the ICC investigative powers, 
coming at this stage, certainly situidcs of a 
considerable lade of confidence in the 
Pakistani inquiry. If the constituent bodies of 
the ICC themselves are not above suspidon, 
then how can the ICC as a whple be a paragon 
of virtue? 

From all this, it may seem that I am holding 
a brief for Salim Malik; I am not, because I do 
not know whether he is guilty. But I do know 
that dvilised sodeties accept an alleged 
offender as iimocent until proven guilty. 
Malik has not been proven guilty, and the 
Australians cannot expect to have the entire 
rules and custom of Jurisprudence re>written 
just because they think he is. 

The trouble is that the Malik affair tooka 
murkier turn, much to Pakistan's 
discomfiture, when its former captain, Imran 
Khan gave a blistering interview talking about 
the greed In Pakistani cricket. Coming at this 
time this is certain to be seen as vindication of 
the Australian allegation of malpractice 
against Pakistani players. 

Imran Khan is still nothing shon of a 
godhead in Pakisuni crideet, and when he 
says greed, lack of leaderdiip. internal 
wrangling and the bribery allegations have 
irreparably damaged the game in Pakistan, it 
is bound to be taken as goqiel truth, much to 
the elation of the Australians. 

Imran, of course, hasreasoiutobeupset. 
The series loss to Sri Lanka and the heavy Test 
defeat by Australia in Brisbane must have 
d^resB^ him conriderably. And given the 
faa that he has always had this 
holier>than«thou attitude towards Paldstan 
cricket, sedng himself as the only true 
well'Wisher and conscience of the game, his 
outbursts have not surprised me. 

But what worries me is that far horn 
helping his country, this will further 
demoralise this beleaguted Pakistani side, and 
nuke Salim Malik look Hite a omivlct who got 
away scot free. That's not quite fair, is it? • 


ThetroublalsIlMt 
iha Malik aftair 
topkaoNirkiar 
turn, much to 
Pakistan's 
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whan if a former 
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Everyone knows Luke Jenson as one of tennis' whackiest stars, but here's a 
hitherto unknown facet to him. In this interview, the intelligent and articulate 
Luke recommends some changes to make tennis more spectator friendly 





INTERVIEWED BY PAUL FEIN 

whether you think Luke and 
Murphy Jensen are cool dudes and 
promotional geniuses pumping 
much-needed entertainment into 
tennis or loud, obnoxious, garishiy 
dressed buffoons trampling beloved 
traditions, their two most valuable 
contributions may surprise you. 

It's not their head-butting, 
high-fiving, wisecracking, 
crowd-inciting rock 'n' roU tennis 
which is fun to watch. Instead, it's two 
time-tested reforms adapted from 


PROFESSIONAL SPORT 



I other sports: puttingpiayers'names 
on the backs of their shirts and 
introducing players just before 
tournament finals the way boxing 
dramatically does for title fights. 

In this interview Luke, the older 
brother of the American doubles team 
that captured the 1993 French Open 
title, explains why these reforms will 
win fans and influence people. 

Why have you advocated that 
pro tennis players have their 
names boldly printed on the back 
of their shirts? 

We have a very international game 
with a lot ot different players from all 
around the world. Take a guy like 
Daniel Vacek. He's a very good player, 
in the top 50 in singles, a top 20 
doubles player. If he comes to the 
I United States, or goes to Australia or 
to Asia, no one could identify him on 
the court. If Vacek were playing David 
Rikl, another C/cch player, by putting 
their names on the shirts, we give the 
fans more knowledge and tell them 
who is who—instead of their just 
looking at the scoreboard and having 
to guess who is who. Name 
identification will make the game 
more personal. If the guy threw his 
tennis shin into the crowd now, that 
shirt is no different from the one you 
buy in the store. But fans want 
something that authentic 
professionals wear. So if you did gel a 
Daniel Vacek or a Luke lensen or an 
Andre Agassi shirt, everyone back 
home knows you got the real McCoy. 

Would your proposal be 
mandatory or optional for the 
players? 

There are a lot of things I think should 
be mandatory. That proposal should 
be one of them. If we try to promote 
and market our players, who are 
young and great athletes, we can 
really start to attract a young 
audience. We need more of a rock 'n' 
roll atmosphere where you have 
people going crazy after some ot the 
celebrity stars. And one way of 
marketing them is by putting their 

Tba motto ofthtJeima brolliort: ontortofn tbo 
pooplo who pay to wotch tbo porno 


names on the back of shirts. If you 
remember World Team Tennis, they 
printed names on the back of shirts. 
Borg had his name on the back of his 
warm-up suits, his shirts. 

Name identification is very 
important. 

Would your proposal make 
sense for Top 10-ranked players 
who presumably would already 
be fairly well-known? 

I don't think Michael Stich, who is a 
Wimbledon champion and top 10 
player, will be recognized that often 
when he walks down the street. If 
you're already a tennis fan, you know 
who Stich and Vacek and so-and-so is. 
But we have to bring new people into 
the game. I'm thinking of marketing 
outside the game of tennis, instead of 
convincing the believers who watch 
the game already. We should promote 
[world No. 6 Yevgeny] 

Kafelnikov—^he's a bright, new face on 
the tour from Russia—^American 
Vince-Spadea and Chile's Marcelo 
Rios. These guys are young, 
up-and-commg and exciting. And this 
is one way to promote them. 

If names were boldly printed on 
players' shirts^ would there be any 
reason for players also to have 
numbers printed? 

The number for me is just a favorite 
number, another charaaeristic for 
people to identify me. At the U.S. 

Open, I'd hear people yell out "Cmon 
42! 'C'mon 44 [Murphy's numberl" It 
hi ought out more excitement than 
the plain 'C'mon Jensen!" or "C'mon 
so-and-so!" There is a little more 
meaning to it. I wear 42 because that's 
[colorful pro football star] Ronnie 
Lott's number. I've seen kids put 42 
on their tennis shoes and tennis 
rackets because I wear 42. Anything 
to get the younger generation to 
identify with your favorite player is 
great. 

What are the positions of the 
ATP and the ITF on your 
Innovative idea? 

The ATP's position was that I could 
have my name and m> own number, 
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any number that I warned The ITF 
doesn i want me to use my name 
because they feel I m marketing my 
name or trying to sell the name 
Jensen—and that would be like a 
patch If I had a patch the si/e of my 
logos I could put Jensen on that way 
But It s more about fan identification 
Why does baseball have names and 
numbers’^ To pick out the different 
players rather than looking at just a 
group of guys out there with nothing 
on The ITF didn t like the idea but 
they allowed mt to use it during the 
US Open They want to make sure It 
doesn t get out of hand and become 


like where your sponsors 
are littered all over your shirt Bui 
they should relax the rules and start 
thinking about the kids who 
rollerblade kids who are going away 
from tennis only because we have 
these strict rules and these clothes that 
aren t fun to wear 

Wbat have been the players' 
reactions to names and numbers 
on the back of your shirts? 

Everyone has been real positive 
Michael Stich was the only player 
who came to me and said 'This is bad 
This IS a joke ' He feels tennis should 


be promoted by the way you hit the 
balk not the way you show up on site 
and what you wear on the court Zina 
Garrison and Mark Philippoussis and 
Vince Spadea asked me for shirts You 
want to be innovative You want to 
feel you're not just like everybody else 
You look at the [clothing] 
companies and Murphy and I are 
very fortunate we can choose 
whatever we want to wear 4^idas 
doesn t always like it because it looks 


Liikt and tistor RabaceatakftiiM off to 
paraonally aatoitoia iNir toaa 






like we dress ourselves—but we do. 
Every other player out there from No. 
1 on down, is told what they wear. No 
matter how much they tell you, 
“Andre had a hand in designing this," 
it's not the case. [Instead] it's a big 
marketing plan to sell those things. 
Tennis sales are so down. I think it's 
because it's so staged, so made up for 
the player, and there's no 
personalized thing to it, it's too boring. 

At the $ 1.8 million Newsweek 
Champions Cup flnal In Indian 
Wells, you introduced world No.l 
Andre Agassi and No. 2 Pete 








UkaJw^ iriw bis hand as a tMNiis 


Sampras over the public address 
system as they and their 
entourages paraded into the 
stadium. You made it sound 
exactly like a title fight in boxing, 
which was a brilliant idea. Will 
you be doing more such 
introductions at Super 9 
tournaments? 

I'd love to do it again. Frank Sinatra 
was supposed to do it at Indian Wells, 
but he took ill at the last minute. I was 
just supposed to be a roving reporter 
for ESPN-TV . And they asked me, 
“Can you do this? I said, “Yeah" The 
question was: how do you best 
present this package? You have great 
tennis, Sampras—Agassi and their 
great rivalry. You want to enhance 
that with music, with entertainment. 
You have to remember, this is a show, 
an exciting spectacle. And if I'm 


' excited about this match, then the 
person at home watching TV is going 
to be excited, and the people in the 
stands are going to be excited. We 
were going to do it at The Upton 
Championships, but something went 
wrong there. I think it was a tape delay. 

What did the fans and the ATP 
think of your prize fight>style 
introduction? 

Everyone I talked to was really 
excited. When the players step on the 
court, the intensity is great when the 
fans are going crazy, not when they 
are quiet. I wanted to get a wave 
going. I wanted to get people going 
crazy. When those two great players 
started to walk down and stepped on 
the coun, it was like a boxing 
atmosphere. I don't think anything in 
sports is more exciting than a title fight 
atmosphere Just before the fight 
begins. I love it just when they're 
getting ready to rumble. • 
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IKE ATHERTON is now 
in South Africa in his 
third foreign tour since 
he was appointed 

captain towards the end of the Ashes 
senes only 26 months ago This is by 
far the most important of the three in 
theory at any rate England has a far 
better chance of success in South 
Africa than in either the West Indies 
or Australia where they were badly 
exposed and defeated 

At least part of the re sponsibihty ol 
winning has been taken off his 
shoulders by the recent 
announcement from team manager 
Ray Illingworth who is also the 
chairman of selectors and is known in 
England as El Supremo or He Who 
Must Be Obeyed Illingworth had 
said, 'I will be in sole charge of 
selection and that there will be no 
selection committee and that 
Atherton s role will be reduced to 
offenng ideas I know that I will be 
carefully watched on this trip and that 
the buck stops with me Illingworth 
added 1 will listen to Mike but 1 will 
have the ultimate responsibility I 
have been in cricket a long time and I 
back my own judgement 

Brave man but as Ray Illingworth 
has already said that he will not tour 
again after the World Cup and has 
decided to step down after the tours by 
India and Pakistan next summer he 
wants It to be known that he is in 
charge He also feels he has backed 
down to Atherton s selection ideas too 
often in the past 
If English cricket s stature 
continues to grow if the team is 
passionate enough and if key players 
succeed, Atherton s dream of an 


E C T I V E 


ov erseas victory may come true "'We 
have had good results at home in the 
last two seasons, but the 3-1 margin of 
defeat abroad in the two winter tours 
was too large and it is in our play 
abroad that we need to show we have 
learnt he said before he left for the 
c urrent South African tour "What we 
saw in the 2-2 series with West Indies 
this summer proved that we are 
climbing up the slippery slope Now 
we have to make sure we don't take 
two strides backwards this winter,' he 
added 

Hope springs eternal in all British 
cricket lovers hearts But will they 
realise their dream’> England has not 
won a scries overseas since 1991-92 in 
New Zealand That 2-0 win in a 
three Test senes was the only one 
since 1986 87 when Mike Gatting s 
team won 2-1 in Australia Mike 
Brearley s team also won in Australia 
in 1978-79 but since then, England 
has won only four overseas senes in 
16 years It is barely the stuff of which 
champions are made England has 
won only 12 overseas Tests of the 33 
played since 1977-78 when Brearley's 
side won 5-1 The statistics are not 
promising neither are the runs 

Atherton is not the only one who 
talked of better performances at the 
end of the summer but another school 
of thought claimed that the West 
Indies batting was so weak that a good 
England side would have won the 
series with something, to spare 
Especially in the first three Tests 
before Brian Lara moved into top gear, 
England had ample opportunities to 
establish its supenority 

Last summer left a trail of injuries 
and so there were too many players 
who had to re-establish their rights to 
a place in Test cricket before the SA 


With a litti 

That is what Mike Atherton would need if he is to 
win his first overseas Test series. But against 
South Africa, he surely has a tough job ahead 
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tour Alec Stewart did not hit a ball 
after his third break in his right index 
finger in nine months, and as his 
opening partnership with Atherton is 
CTudal to the team's success in South 
Afnca his progress will be carefully 
watched Robin Smith will have the 
seleaors' eyes on hispcrformances 
after a savage blow on the cheekbone 
kept him out of the rest of the season, 
against the West Indies 

PHOTOORAPHS COLOWSPOWT _ 



Graeme Hick is still a maybe man, 
with an average of only 37 67, even 
though he has 2,336 Test runs while 
Mark Ramprakash may be the 
greatest young county batsman of 
the era, but his 17 Tests have brought 
only 570 runs He scored 1,638 for 
Middlesex in 16 innings after being 
dropped when he scored a pair in the 
Lord's Test and at 26 it i« time he 
crossed the great divide that separates 

Mto Mwitaa: ealeb a falling fiar 
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the great from the ordinary. John 
Crawley also looks the part, but he 
will soon have to translate style into 
runs or he will be ousted by Nick 
Knight, Jason Gallian, Nasser Hussain 
and in particular a 20-year-old 
Yorkshire lad Anthony McGrath who 
has been described as "the most 
promising young batsman since Len 
Hutton" by the president of the club. 
Sir Lawrence Byford. 

There is no reason why Atherton 
and Graham Thorpe cannot produce 
the runs that have made them the 
most prolific Fngland batsmen of 
recent years, b jt a glitch in their form 
cannot be ruled out. 
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Graham Thorpa; Enoland look to him for 
conaiatancy 

The bowling is less reliable unless 
Darren Gough, whose injury caused 
so many rows between the English 
and Yorkshire management, is back at 
his best. "I feared I might be a 
one-season wonder", he confessed to 
a tabloid in Oct. '95. In another 
interview Dominic Cork, the player of 
the year, admitted that he feared 
"coming home in a winning side with 
only len wickets and being written 
off." 

South Africa for their part have 
Brett Schultz. Schultz is an iiiterestirig 


character, right out of the Jeff 
Thomson mould circa 1975. "There is 
nothing I like better than scaring 
batsmen, making them jump about", 
he was reported as saying. "I would 
love to bounce the hell out of the 
Poms—but then I want to bounce the 
hell out of all batsmen". 

England's most likely counter to 
this 6ft Sin 17st menace comes in the 
form of the 'Barmy Arliay', already 50 
strong, and growing. It would be a 
classic confrontation-Tand the Tests 
ought to be pretty fierce too. On home 
pitches, the South Africans have 
proved themselves invincible...*^ far. 4 
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Utnder Fms; Oflvit Cup km 

Congrats 

C ONGRATULATIONS to the 
Indian Davis Cup team for 
their splendid viaory against the 
Croatian team. Hats off to 
Leander Paes for bringing off a 
stunning victory against Goran 
Ivanisevic. 

Leander played some 
stupendous tennis, to battle back 
from the edge of a precipice. He is 
showing the world that the Davis 
Cup is his stage and has proved 
time and time again that he is a 
real threat in these Cup matches. 

ARSHAO. 

Jortut. 


Sethi, Mike I'ertelraand Prakash 
Padukone. 

But Anand's adiievemem is all 
the more greater, because chess is 
. played wlddy throughout the 
. .wtnldiunUke UBiards and 
bedminttm. 

IrihlAUShpUiMAKRAi^ 

-OqediMhr< 


Suporb 

Y our September 27th issue 
was really supeib, eqiedally 
the artides on the U. S. (hpen. The 
photographs and the interviews 
gave us the impression that as if 
we were actually at court>side. 
The special feature. 'What's In, 
what's out'was a bonanza for aB 
tennis fans. 

Keep up the good worki 

AMITBHAnACHARYA 

Tinsukia. 
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Fine Triumph 

I NDIA'S magnificent triumph In 
the Azlan Shah hodcey 
tournament held ret^tly at 
Kuala Lumpur when they 
defeated the fonnidable West 
German team via the tie breaker 
is an encouraging and inqiiring 
comebadc. The Indian custodian 
Subbiah turned out to be the 
saviour of the team. 

Congrats to the squad for their 
superb feat. 

SHYAMALGUPTA- 

Cslcutta. 
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E ALIEN 
IVASION 

The overseas players despite taking 
incredibly low fees have given the 
respective dubs their money's worth 

BY SUPRAKASH GHOSHAL, LONDON 


^ HE xenophobic 
: among the English 

\ would definitely 
see it as an alien 
invasion. Football pundits. 
some,not all. may even be 
concerned that this will 
stifle the growth of 
domestic talent. But the 
fact is that the bosses of 
England's soccer clubs are 
euphoric that as manv as 
72 of Europe's best and 
second best players are 
now at their disposal — 
almost for a song. 

From Arsenal to 
Wimbledon, this 
burgeoning foreign legion 
is now busy capturing new 
territories, achieving 
greater victories, but 
plundering little from their 
successes. And the club 
managers have all the way 
been basking in the same 
feeling as you and I would 
have been,buying blue chip 
scrips at a throwaway 
price. It is difficult for me to 

Manchatlar Unitad't Pater 
Schmeiclial thwarta a Cryatal 
ftlaca attamirt. Schmaickal is 
conaidaradta ba Europa't beat 
gaalkaapar 


tell the reason behind this 
windfall, but let me just tell 
you what has really been 
happening. 

The glamorous 
Manchester United has 
been striving for the league 
title for 26 years, without 
much success. Then came 
Eric Cantona, their dream 
came true. The cost: a 
paltry LI 2 million. 

And mind you. all that 
time Eric Cantona was 
not quite an untried, 
unknown entity in English 
football. The preceding 
season, he had already 
displayed the genius he can 
provide, helping Leeds 
United to their first title in 
18 years. 

Statistically-speaking, at 
the moment Eric Cantona 
has three league 
championship medals to 
his name—the most 
indisputable testimony to 
the impaa he has made. 

No doubt, these 
achievements have won 
him a frenzied following, 
but little by way of 
financial benefit. 

In fact. United has been 
even luckier with another 
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Premier League Transfers 

L IVERPOOL'S reticent and phlegmatic manager Roy Evans paid 
a staggering 8 5 million pounds for the dashing striker Stan 
Collymore of Nottingham Forest At the age of 24, Collymore with 
just 88 minutes ol international experience becomes Britain's most 
expensive footballer on a salary of £14 000 per week Liverpool have 
also purchased promising Republic of Ireland midfielder Jason 
McAteer from Bolton Wanderers for a massive £4 5 million 
Nottingham Forest has also been active in the transfer market They 
have signed midfielders Kevin Campbell from Arsenal and Sheffield 
Wednesday s Chris Bart Williams for a combined fee of over £4 
million 6ft 5ins tall Andrea Siienzi becomes the fourth Italian to 
play in the English league Forest paid Tonno an estimated £1 6 
million for his transfer 

Aisenal paid Inter Milan £7 5 million to secure the golden boy 
from Holland the lithe striker Denis Bergkamp He is being paid 
£20 000 a week the highest wage in English football Under new 
manager Bruce Rioch Arsenal known as the Gunners have also paid 
£4 75 million to secure the services of England s skipper David Platt 
of Sampdoria However these transfers are being viewed as an 
investment by the North London club Such glamour signings have 
boosted season ticket sales to around £8 million Their top-price 
season ticket is £572,a£126 increase from last year 
Newcastle United manager Kevin Keegan, the 1978 European 
Footballer of the Year took his summer spending past the £12 million 
mark when he paid Pans St Germain £2 5 million for the talented 
winger David Ginola Earlier he had spent £10 million on England 
international striker Les Ferdinand and defender Warren Barton 
However left back Barry Venison who played once for England has 
joined Galatasaray of Turkey which is now being coached by former 
Rangers and Liverpool manager Graham Souness 

At Aston Villa manager Brian Little has spent £13 million since 
taking charge last season He paid £3 5 million for the 21-year-old 
Yugoslav international stnker Savo Milosevic The Yugoslav Player 
of the Year and top scorer for Partizan Belgrade last season, Milosevic 
chose Aston Villa ahead of Parma, Juvcntus, Atletico Madrid and 
Borussia Donmund Little also spent £3 5 million for promising 
defender Mark Draper from Leicester City and £2 5 million for Gareth 
Southgate from Crystal Palace However, Villa have lost the services 
of renowned international stnkers Dean Saunders and Dalian 
Atkinson who have both opted for the Turkish clubs, Galatasaray 
and Fenerbache respectively 

Chelsea's manager Glen Hoddle signed Welsh international striker 



foreigner Peter Schmcichel 
regarded, though not 
indisputably as the best 
goalkeeper in the 
continent Ht^iias tost the 
club a meagre £550,000 In 
return, Mani hester United 
has got a most unwavering, 
unyielding sentinel in its 
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goalmouth Many expens 
believe that his presence 
was vital to United's 
long-awaited success 
Maybe it was these 
lop sided bright-looking 
balance-sheets that 
encouraged the English 
clubs to be collaborators in 


this mult-national 
invasion At the moment, 
the Premier league has 
players from 28 different 
countnes, excluding 
Ireland, Wales and 
Scotland, prompting one 
colour-conscious writer to 
comment, "The face of 


English football has never 
been so dark, or dusky or 
blond or Teutonic " Small 
wonder. Tor the players 
have come from as far 
afield as Ghana, Barbados^ 
Bolivia and Brazil. 

But, obviously the most 
prtmiinemand 
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Mark Hughes from Manchester United for £1.5 million and Dutch 
star Ruud Gullit on a free transfer but hefty wages. 

Twenty-nlne-year-old Belgian skipper Marc Degryse quit 
Anderledit for Sheffield Wednesday for a fee of £I 5 million. 
Tottenham Hotspur having lost Jurgen Klinsmann to Bayern Munich 
forked out £4.5 million for Crystal Palace striker Chris Armstrong, 
who last season scored Just eight league goals and was censured for 
smoking cannabis. Their manager former England skipper Gerry 
Francis is trying to sign Belgian international Enzo Sdfo fated at £2.5 
million from his French club Monaco. 

Coventry City has paid £400,00 to Benfica for the 31-year old 
Brazilian striker Isias Marques Soares who is now a Portuguese 
national. He Is being joined at Highfleld Road by another Portuguese 
import Carlos Batista, a £120,000 buy from Farense. They have also 
recruited former England left winger John Salako. 

Former Dutch junior international striker Marc Boogers 
(pronounced Boagers) has joined West Ham United in a £600,000 
deal. Boogers played for Sparta Rotterdam last season and for years 
has been amongst the Dutch league's top-scorers. 

Manchester City's manager Alan Ball signed talented midfielder 
Giorgi Kinklazde from Georgia for a staggering £2 million. Just 
22-years-old. Giorgi is being rated as another Platini and so is 
considered a great buy by Alan Ball, a member of England's 1996 
World Cup winning team. Queen's Park Rangers (QPR) manager 
another former England midfielder Ray Wilkins has bought Barbadian 
international striker Gregory Goodrich from Torquay United and 
talented Aussie Ned Zeiic who can play as both a central defender 
and in midfield. 

After much prolonged wrangling, Everton finally signed speedy 
winger Andrei Kanchelskis from Manchester united for over £2 
million. Surprisingly, property magnate Jack Walker has not yet used 
his dieque book for reigning Premier league champions Blackburn 
Rovers. However, manager Ray Harford has shown interest in Bolton 
Wanderer's Alan Stubb rated at £3 million. One time big spenders 
Manchester United is banking on the potential of their young brigade, 
Gary Neville, Les Sharpe, Andy Cole and Ryan Giggs for success this 
season. 

England's bookmakers have made Blackburn Rovers, Newcastle 
United and Liverpool as favourites for the 1995-96 Premier league 
title. 

Now Kopodia 


newsmaking personality, 
apart from Cantona, has 
bMn the Dutch star Ruud 
Gullit, the most interesting 
assessment of whose 
performance came from 
none other than Glenn 
Hoddle. He said the Dutch 
master looked like an 


1 S-yeat -old playing in a 
12«year*olds match. And, 
indeed, as a genuine 
continental-style sweeper 
with licence to move 
forward, he showed his 
characteristic grace and 
Intensity of 

purposefulness, whenever 


he strode into the midfield 
and attack. 

And believe it or not, 
Chelsea further benefited 
from the Dutchman 
because he cost the club 
only his wages—about 
£15,000 a week and 
signing on fee. That's it. A 


free transfer from 
Sampdoria, for all practical 
purposes. 

So, by now, the obvious 
answer to the controversy 
whether all the aliens have 
been good for English 
football is clear These 
aliens have given the clubs 


S P O T LIGHT 


not just their money's 
worth,but the money they 
have cost, in the first place 
has been incredibly little. 

But apart from this 
low-cost footballing 
excellence, what else 
might have made the club 
bosses ignore the 
home-grown talent, one 
may still wonder. The 
blunt answer would be 
there is not much of it 
around, anyway. 

And the deficiency 
comes into sharper focus, 
in the midst of this ongoing 
and brightening overseas 
brilliance. Chelsea, itself, is 
a case in point, where 
Ruud Gullit's pace, passes, 
crosses and above all, 
superior strategic sense has 
rarely been supported and 
absorbed the way they 
should have been 
Eric Cantona has 


On the other hand, 
Newcastle Leeds, and 
Nottingham Forest have 
been intervened by the 
electric presence and verve 
of David Ginola, David 
Yaboah and Brian Roy—all 
foreigners. 

So, it makes obvious 
footballing sense to go for 
even those rather unsung 
heroes, who may be a big 
gamble, but one worth 
taking really: Blackburn's 
Henning Berg or 
Coventry's Peter Ndlovu. 
Berg is Norway's best 
footballer at the 
moment—their footballer 
of the year, precisely, and 
regarded generally as an 
extremely reliable 
defender—^Blackburn's 
incredible bargain at a 
meagre £400,000. 

Ndlovu too was up for 
discount offers, but even 
then his buyers are worried 



Dcnia Bcrokamp: his transfer has 
baan tha mast spactacuiar avant 


that the number of his 
goals were not as impressive 
as expected. Low price does 
not necessarily mean 
performances below par. 

And that is precisely why 


much faith has been placed 
in the batch of goalkeepers 
imported cheap from 
abroad: Bosnick, Miklosko, 
Segers and Thorstvedt. 

And then, of course, we 
must not forget Dimitri 
Kharine, Chelsea's defence 
has been reinforced with 
the induction of one of the 
best goalkeepers iij 
Europe—for £400,000 
only. 

On the other side of the 
scale, however, is the great 
Denis Bergkamp. His £7.5 
million transfer from 
Inter-Milan to Arsenal has 
been the most spectacular 
event, no doubt, but the 
hefty amount spent has 
inevitably deepened 
doubts about the deal. The 
attitude in a cheap 
buyer's market is, why 
should one spend so much 
on this guy? 

And if one did, the player 
better be good. 

Bergkamp, undoubtedly, is 
good. Brilliant. But will 
Arsenal be able to get the 
best out of them? 

Well, the first thing they 
would have to do is change 
their style considerably. 

That's not easy, is it? 
Moreover, Bergkamp 
thrives when the ball is 
played to his feet; else, he 
finds himself isolated 
groping for space. Worse 
still, when David Platt gets 
going he often lands up in 
the same position as the 
Dutchman had been 
occupying. If these 
problems are soned out 
Arsenal should surely be 
going great guns. And if the 
Samba strikes the right 
rhythm, thanks to the 
Brazilian Juninho, then 
the foreigners themselves 
will light the fire, relegating 
the Brits to bask in its 
reflected glory. % 


■Iraady diaplayad tha ganiaa ha 
can provida 
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ROAD 

TEST 


Though the '95 Formula One season 
has come to an end, there are many 
questions, which will only be 
answered in the following season 




D amon HILL 

finally managed 
to pull it off at 
the year's last having the most number of 

outing. The frustration of pole positions this year 
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Cricket Bats \xy BO. The Hard Hitters. 

Every stroke packed with the power, the p\mch and 
the accumulated strength of the willow, coupled 
with craftsmanship, unrivalled even by tradition. 
Engineered around a philosophy that you should 
never be forced to choose between power, 
balance and durability. 

Sweep. Hook. Drive... Step up to new heights. 
Empowered - with SG. 












Mika Hakkiiian't crash at 
Adelaida brought about 
quastiont about tha aalaty of FI 
racing 

(seven and 11 overall) and 
yet not managing to 
capitalise on them, and the 
frustration of having to 
take second place to 
Schumacher, for the 
second consecutive time, 
has been negated to an 
extent. Yet, this win will 
not raise Hill's confidence 
or his racing stock to any 
great heights. 

Though he retains his 
place with 

Williams>Renault, he is 
surely aware of the fact 
that the '96 season will see 
a much tougher and 
meaner Schumacher 
racing for Ferrari. Having 

Daman Hill in '96 will hove to 
iusi% Frank Williams' dacision 
to aaraist wHb him as thair load 
drmr 




lost both the Drivers and 
the Constructors' 
Championships to 
Benetton Renault this 
year, Hill will have to Justify 
Frank Williams' decision to 
stick on with him as their 
number one driver. 

Though he is only one win 
away from equallmg his 
late father's record of 
fourteen wins. '96 will be 
Damon Hill's year of 
reckoning. 

This is not to say that 
Schumacher will be totally 
devoid of pressure. Having 
won the '95 

Championships with such 
ease and elan, he has 
proved that his intrinsic 
talent and driving mettle 
can compare him to the 
legends in FI racing The 
pressure now will not 
exactly be on 
Schumacher's winning, 
the pressure will be on him 
to make the winning look 
easy. Having usurped Steffi 
Graf as Germany's most 
popular sportsperson, he 
will have to justify the faith 
placed on him by millions 
of Germans. 

Schumacher will also 
have to justify next season 
that he is worth the $24 
million that Ferrari is 
paying for his services. He 
will have to prove beyond 
any doubt that the highest 
pay packet In PI history is 
his, simply because he is 
the best. These pressures 
are totally dififerem from 
the problems that pursued 
him in his five years of FI 
racing. This time, the 
pressure on the youngest 
two-time consecutive 
champion will be more 
cerebral and he has to 
make sure that the virus of 
complacency does not 
enteritis system. Only theni 
can level« headed 
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genius, find for himself a 
permanent place in the 
Formula One Hall of Fame. 

However, once again the 
safety factor in FI came to 
the forefront at Adelaide, 
during the Australian GP. 
Incidentally, Adelaide was 
considered one of the safest 
circuits of FI racing but 
Mika Hakkinen’s crash 
during the qualifying race 
has changed all that. After 
Senna's death in '94, the 
FI A came down heavily on 
regulating the safety of the 
men in the racing 
machines, and till the last 
race, there were no major 
mishaps this 
year—counting out of 
course, the number of 
times that Damon Hill had 
crashed out But, with 
Hakkinen of team 
Marlbojo McLaren 
Mercedes crashing in 
Adelaide and sustaining 
serious head injuries, the 
safety factor has once again 
come to the forefront. 
Though he is reportedly 
out of danger, talks abound 
that the FIA think-tank 
would impose more safety 
restnaions on the drivers 
and their cars. 

On the flip side, 
restrictions would only 
make the sport a whole lot 
slower and would make 
racing a whole lot more 
calculated. This would in 
effect rob the sport of some 
of the glamour associated 
with life in the fast lane. 

Fast certainly is the 
oj^rativewordin 
Formula One and the '96 
season is poised for some 
heart stopping races with 
Damon Hill and Michael 
Schumacher once again 
trying to outdo each other. 

Whet|ier there will be 
any suipirlses in store, 
remains to be teen thought 



Cricket Protective Eiquipnaeiit by SG. 
The Cricketing Aixnour.anenaemblB of 
oraftsmanahip. unrivaUedeven by tradition. 
Bngineeredaroundaphiloaophy 
that you should never be toroed to Ohooee 
between aaCaty, durability andodhofint. 
Best deecribed by the honoureyou give 
andtheawardawereoeive 
So. get set to face the challenge. 
Protected - with SO. 
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He was the world's greatest race 
horse and proof of it came when 
millions mourned the death of 
Red Rum. the horse that saved the 
Grand National. And now that he 
is no more, the world's grandest 
race, the Grand National will 
probably be named after him. Red 
Rum who won the National in '73, 
'74 and '77, was huried close to 
the winning post. The horse, who 
was once voted BBC's personality 
of the year, was missed the most 
by his trainer Ginger Me Cain. Me 
Cain said. "This is like losing my 
best friend. He was one of the 
family—the horse who raised 
my Aintree dreams." 

Red Rum is pictured here with 
his trainer's wife, Jo. 


INTHENEWS 

^ o/ it. A look at some 


Chris Eubank since his debut in 
boxing has always been in the 
news for the wrong reasons. This 
is amply illustrated by the fact 
that the most talked about 
incident in his career was 
knocking out Michael Watson 
unconscious. 

Recently Eubank announced 
his retirement from the ring on the 
pretext that no one would pay him 
millions to carry on fighting 
stories abound that he had been 
snubbed for asking £ 500.000 for 
an FTV deal and £ 1 million from 
Frank Warren. However, insiders 
believe that Eubank could be 
tempted to make a comeback in a 
year, specially if there was a 
chance for a third fight against 
Nigel Benn. Eubank claimed that 
he was wdLoff financially and 
had no regPs of quitting. Eubank 
said. "My two aims have always 
been: first don't get hurt, and 
second, make money. And I have 
invested wisely." 
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ASHCTurrHAKHAeORTV 


If the argumtiit is that individual 
axcallanca does not play a part in 
team sport, than Baichung Bhutia 
would certainly bog to differ 
Singlahandodly ha was 
rasponsibla for East Bengal 
winning the Calcutta Super 
League title for the *95 season 
East Bengal who last won the 
Super League in 93. had to roly 
totally on me powers of Bhutia 
who scored 8 goals in 9 
matches that he played in the 
league East Bengal supporters 
(pictured here with the Hilsa fish, 
their favourite symbol) finally bad 
a reason to cheer for. and once 
again Bhutia remained the 
ultimata hero of the Calcutta 
Maiden 


AtHOKF CHAKRABOnrv 



A N A L Y SIS 


MOHAMMED SHAFIC 



No lorji]er is cjolfa low profile, middle budget sport in Indio 


■ T is nothing less than a For years, Indian golf had scoffed at hopped across the fairways for nieasly 

revolution. The winds of change the word 'professional'. For elite who sums, the ridi and the'lamouSi, 

sweeping across the golfing patronised it in their exclusive clubs, consequently, their o^rhigS'(yvi^ a 

. landscape in India for the past the word did not evoke any image of few exoeptlthis), remained an^ueuit. 

few years have blown the old order perfection. For them, it was a class But now the mask Is off. With thF* 

away and the dust has finally settled. question, as good'old Karl Maix the profile of the indjan 

What stands before us, now, is a brash would have said it. And so while pnrfesslonal 1ms started 

new world. downtown caddie-tumed-pros ai^fast..Nowthecolou|(otiifi^'i’ >,'^ 
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could well temind you of the 
gieenhacks to follow, and the roll of 
the putt is a terse reminder of the 
ringing in the cash counters. - 
Forget the Daniel Chopras and 


Chl^ecv MiUcha Sfhfl^s. They 


UNhb liafliilMdy feaallha M| IMS ia lalf to 
wla tlw aod a Nosda CMe 

scene, moneywise. For years, Indian 
golf tournaments remained frozen: 
the prize money ranged from Rs. 
60,000 to Rs. 2,50,000. Little wonder, 
then that those who dared to dream 
big always had the foreign drcuit in 
mind. 

But getting into the foreign drcuit 
was not an easy job. The option was 
limited. The US Professional Golfers 
Tour (US PGA) or the European PGA 
or even the Asian tour, which 
consisted largely of second-raters 
from Europe, were all tough tours. For 
any aspiring golfer it was an extremely 
ambitious project to think of playing 
on these tours on a regular basis. They 
had no role models to emulate. It was 
just a jump into the unknown. And so 
full credit should be given to Daniel 
Chopra and Chiranjeev Milkha Singh 
for taking the plunge when golf as a 
career was anything but lucrative for 
any boy from an affluent background. 

But suddenly in 1995 the whole 
scenario has changed, making golf the 
hottest sport for any aspiring 
unmarket kid. It came with the 
formation of the Asian PGA tour, the 
brainchild of a Malaysian 
businessman. The tour, worth $ 5 
million, was established last July by 
the national PGAs of South Korea, 
Thailand, Hong Kong, Singapore, 
India, Pakisun, Mimamar and 
Vietnam with the spedfic object of 
furthering the interest of Asian 
professionals. The tour allowed a fixed 
quota for each of its members 
according to merit, with India 
warranting a quota of eight. It was 
spread over 20 tournaments, 
including four majors (the Indian leg 
held at the Delhi golf course recently 
was one). 

This meant that overnight as many 
as eight Indians stood a chance of 
taking a shot at big money, with the 
Asian tour now worth $6.3 million, it 
certainly is a lot of money to play fori 

Neveitheless, all this till very 
recently was only a theoretical 
possibility. Playing abroad on a 
mgular basis still meant a lot of risks 
moneywise. even when one was 


eligible to play for it. It was difficult for 
others to take risks like the 
Chiranjeev-Daniel duo without any 
back up from career managers or 
sponsors. 

It was at this stage that Guardian 
Sports, a sports management 
company stepped in, signing up 
players like Gaurav Ghai, Jyoti 
Randhawa, Uttam Singh Mundy and 
India's lone professional woman 
golfer Simi Mehra among others. It 
sought to manage the career of all 
these players, of course for a 
percentage of their earnings. 

Suddenly everything was falling 
into place like the pieces of zigsaw 
puzzle. And now as the Asian PGA 
tour is more than halfway through, 
Indian golfers have already made an 

CMtaaiaav MilMw Slii|li hat Mne immlnfelr 
wall aal is OM at tfw tap Bve MIM low 
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However, there is a flip side to all 
this. Such developments have also 
raised the crucial question: where 
does it really leave the Indian tour? 



impact. Over a dozen Indians have 
already played on the arcuit, 
including lesser-known names as 
Amit Chopra. In fact, the Indians have 
done remarkably well, although an 
Indian is yet to win a title. Amandeep 
Singh Johl of Chandigarh did 
wonderfully to lead after the third 
round in the inaugural S 200,000 
prize money Sriracha International in 
Thailand. But as his putting let him 
down on the final day, he finished 
third. Nevertheless, he took home a 
pay cheque of $ 12,500 (about Rs 4 
lakhs). No Indian prize money 
tournament in the domestic circuit 
48 


can offer that much of cash even to its 
winner. Aaually, the total prize 
money of most of these tournaments 
are less compared to that amount. 

As the tour has progressed, 
Chiranjeev Milkha Singh has done 
remarkably well, and with over 
$ 70,000 earned as pnze money, is one 
of the top five earners on the tour. The 
son of famous athlete Milkha Singh 
had nearly pulled off India's first Asian 
PGA title only to finish second to 
world class Fijian golfer Vijay Singh. 
Delhi-based Gaurav Ghai has also 
been a considerable success on the 
tour. 


After humble beginnings in the 
Seventies, the IxuUan tour too has 
come of age. The total prize money for 
the 1994-95 season was Rs 72.45 
lakhs as against Rs 41.36 lakhs, an 




AN A r T s IT 


further reflected in 23 players earning in money (the stakes have gone up to abroad'' theory does not hold equally 

over Rs 1 lakh this year compared to Rs 1.2 crores for the 1995-96 season), good for the caddie-turned pros. 

13 in 1993-94. A small bit of data is there are doubts whether the Although players like All Sher have 

extremely revealing in this context. domestic circuit might end up getting played abroad intermittently they do 

Firoz Ali of Calcutta topped the choked due to the foreign circuit. It is not have the same ambition as the 

1993-94 winners list, grossing Rs 2.73 unlikely that the more talented ones upmarket kids. Not being too familiar 

lakhs. Last year, he again earned Rs will like to slog it out here when they with the English language as well as 

2.20 lakhs but finished a measly tenth stand a good chance of making much 

in overall placements. moreabroad. WMd elan HiiaaVqayShighwMtta lint 

Yet despite the substantial increase But probably, the ''boomtime Atiaa PQA litla 





SINOUAAORA 



the fast'moving hustle and bustle, 
which characterise an on-the-road 
golfer's life, it is a bit too difficult for 
them to handle*. 

Sponsors too are that much harder 


be surprising, if the Basads and the Ali 
Shers are reduced to playing on the 
local tour even as the Aijun Atwals 
and the Ajoy Guptas play abroad. 

Yet the domestic tour can win back 


for them to get. It would, therefore not its glamour value, if they are willing to 
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Fans Ali M • Yaagh'diiw Mt yiar. Iba 
laadiai iiiaMy aaraar ia *I8-M ha ftaMiai M* 

go the Slel-PGA way. When the Siel 
announced its purse of Rs 15 lakhs in 
July 1994, the next richest event was 
Rs 5 lakhs. This year as it went to Rs 21 
lakhs, besides offering a Honda Civic 
car to the winner, it had all the big 
guns in golf lined up. A few 
second-raters from abroad also joined 
the fray. 

The idea, therefore, is to make the 
domestic circuit more lucrative. 
Already it is one of the most longest 
and most well organised of the Asian 
tours. With more money and 
sponsors, it can really be one of the top 
tours in Asia. 

That does not seem too hard in 
coming. For one, the coming of 
satellite television has definitely 
increased general awareness of the 
game. With high tech camera work, it 
has also become an immensely 
watchable game on TV. 

Consequently, more corporate 
money has started flowing in. The 
onset of western European corporate 
mentality—a fall-out of the 
liberalisation policies of the 
government—has further helped the 
sport. With most Indian corporate 
houses entering into collaboration 
with parallel western conc^ns, golf is 
finding more and more patrons, being 
the ultimate corporate sport in the 
USA and Europe. Inter-corporate and 
intra-corporate competition in have 
been sharply on the rise. Golf is 
rapidly becoming an intrinsic part of 
the corporate language in India. 

Till now, India's golf playing class 
composed of two ends of tlw class 
spectrum. The creme la cremf ot 
society and the extremely low-dass 
who caddied thdr way to a 
professional career. Now with the 
game emerging as a viable career 
option, even the upmarket 
middle-dass might start taking a rooK. 
active Interest in the sport. It may 
iiever gain the pt^ularity of cricket oy 
(ixitball, but in the very near-future. 
goll.wQldefinltely makeinroa^ into ^' 
thegreat Indian middle dami ^ - 
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The power of stability 






VIEWPOINT 


THE 

CHANGING 

International athletics has had a sea-change 
with heightened professionalism and 
lucrative prize money for the winners. But 
India, sad to say, missed the bus 



T he Amateur Athletic 

movement has undergone a 
radical change since its 
Olympian origins, its leading 
beneficiaries today, are endowed with 
mental and physical attributes that 
enable them to perform their events at 
a level that, not so long ago, would 
have been regarded as near impossible. 
Ukraine pole vaulting maestro, Sergei 
Bubka is able to go over the bar at six 
metres with monotonous regularity, 
and Noureddine Morceli makes it a 
habit of bettering marks in middle ■ 
distance running events, for the 
simple reason that the athletic 
establishment has now made it worth 
their while to do so. Olympian glory 
awaits the high flyers every four years, 
but the years in between are for the 
treasure seekers. 

The LAAF that was inherited by Dr. 
Pfimo Nebiolo, is better endowed 
than it has ever been. If the apex body 
responsible for the management of 
the mtemational Athletics 
movemoit, bemoans a shortage of 
fupds, it is because of its growing 
oomndtments. While it would be true 
to say that trade and field athletics has 
yet to attract as much ovetali 



attention as tennis or golf, its 
praaitioners are more widely spread 
between North-South or the haves 
and the have-nots among the family 
oi member nations. 

Support from the world of 
commerce has done much to keep the 
big names in the limelight in the 
period between the Olympic Games. 
Thanks to it. the likes of Carl Lewis 
and Linford Christie have been able to 
enjoy much longer careers as 
competing athletes than their 
predecessors. The successors of Jesse 
Owens have no fears of being branded 
professionals; rather they are 
encouraged to remain on the 
international scene through financial 
incentives. 

For the past decade or so, the lAAF 
has attempted to spread its wings by 
steadily adding to its schedule of 
international competitions as well as 
development programmes aimed at 
propagating greater participation than 
ever before. The addition of the LAAF 
World Championships, the World 
Cup Athletics, together with separate 
World Cross Country running. 
Marathon World Cup, Half Marathon 
and Walking Championships are 
some of the meetings that have 
provided adequate opportunities for a 
growing number of athletes. 

The lAAF Mobil Grand Prlx, 
instituted in IPgS.wasamqjorstep 
towizdi providing financial benefits 


for quality performance in athletics. 
Competition under the scheme 
primarily linked the world's leading 
invitation meets, so that participants 
earned points during a given season; 
with final Grand Pnx for leaders in the 
points table. Athletes qualified for 
participation in Giand Prix Meetings 
were, and still are, those who in a year 
of competition, or in the preceding 
year, attained the performance equal 
to or better than that by the 50th best 
in the world in the previous season. 
Half the standard events in a major 
track and field meet are held in the 
Grand Prix in any given year. There is 
a two tier prize money in the offing. 
Points are awarded for the first eight in 
individual events, and there is an 
overall Grand Prix 
for the best eight men and women. 

Since 1993, the prize money for the 
individual events has ranged from 
$ 30,000 for the first place, to $ 5000 
for the eighth from each participant's 
best five performances in 16 meets, 
the winners of the overall Grand Prix 
gain an additional payment of US 
$ 10000 while the eighth placer gets 
$1000. The amounts are generous, 
but nowhere near the takings, for 
instance, in tennis. But these are the 
minimal sums sanctioned by the 
establishment. There is a topping up 
process which enhances them quite 
substantially. 

The likes of Merlene Ottey may not 
earn as much as Steffi Graf, but her 
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V I E W P O I N T 


PHOTOORAPHS PfiqPE^OlHM. SPOUT 



Inco^ through sponsorships and 
other forms of suppon from the 
corpOhItc seaor are adequate 
enough- The concept of appearance 


money now has official approval, and 
promises to make it really worthwhile 
for those keen to Join the circuit. It is 
no secret that the goodies In the 


Uiilord Cliriatf a: fwafars ta nm in tto I 
Eurapaanalrault 

metropolitan centres in Scandinavia 
are a great deal more attractive than 
those offered elsewhere. 
Understandably then, the European 
summer brings leading high profile 
athletes from America, Africa and 
Asia to the fixture in Sweden, Norway 
and Finland in large numbers. 

Linford Christie may play hard to 
get in merrie olde England, but he has 
little hesitation in hopping across the 
English Channel to keep up with the 
Bubkas and the Michael Johnsons. 

For the Kenyans and other fellow East 
Africans such meetings are a real 
boon; it is virtually their bread and 
butter. Athletics has not only given 
them an identity; it has for many of 
them provided incentive to overcome 
their acute poverty. 

The message has, as yet, to be driven 
home to most leading Asians, 
conditioned as they are to outdated 
concepts of training sans regular 
competition. Japan and China, and 
some of the Gulf nations have 
provided a handful of exceptions of 
the kind that should have really have 
been trend setters. Qatar miler, 
Mohammed Suleiman has been the 
leading beneficiary of the Mobil 
Grand Prix ethos. In 1994 he earned 
US $ 7000 in prize money and a great 
deal more in overheads. This year, his 
takings would be twice as much, if not 
more. Getting into the big league has 
taken the Qatari a few rungs above 
Asian standards, so that the major 
Asian Championships have become 
alt too easy for him. 

Two Indians have qualified for the 
lAAF Mobil Grand Prix in the past 
three years, but theirs was a case of no 
strong challenge. Thus, to date, the 
major changes in the competition 
scene haVe bye^^passed Indian 
athletics, the result is obvious enough. 
Stalwans tike Bahadur Prasad* discus 
throwers Shakti Singh and Ajit 
Bhaduria, the up and coming half 
ihiler Jyotirmoy Sikdar and ypung .. 
sj[>iinter Kannan Solaimathy have yet 
to prove themselves in the wldi^r 
interEt^itonal arena .’v; 
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bENS OVER! 


it they Have their problems in a sport dominated by men 



BY STEPHANIE SWEENEY 

T he late Bnan Johnston once 
asked Six Leonard Hutton 
(former England and Yorkshire 
captain) what he thought about 
women playing cricket It's just like a 
man trying to knit or pressing a 
feeding bottle into the mouth of a 
baby, isn't it*^ was Sir Leonard s 
reply, laced liberally with chauvinistic 
condescension, while he gave the 
famous cricket commentator a 
sardonic look as if to say 'what a 
ludicrous thought*' 

That was in 197^2 A year later the 
first women s World Cup was played 
two years before the first edition of the 
men s And Sir Leonard was quite 
wrong about women's cncket, which 
has survived, albeit in a small but 
nevertheless intense way, for over 
250 years! 

And now as we hunle toward the 
next century, and though inroads 
have been made into the hitherto 
male bastion of sport by women, 
media attention is still difficult to 
attain That neither the Indian nor the 
English team—currently touring the 
country—have an offiaal sponsor 
compounds the fact that the sport is 
not really recognised or taken 
seriously by the corporate sector 
which actively promotes and supports 
their male counterpans 
"We have no official sponsor for 
England," confirms Karen Smithies, 
the team's captain, "and if there were, 
1 feel that we would be given more 
attention We are stnctly amateur at 
the moment and had to personally 
pay £150 for the trip, while also 
paying for our kit and uniforms ' 

In fact all the members of the 

MiraclMdohappan GantleiiMnoftlMMCC 
fliva waman crickatars a ttandiag avatian aa 
tha latlar ralurn to tha Lord's pavilioa 
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English team balance a professional 
career along with with their love of 
the sport. They meet every weekend 
at Eastbourne for praaice, inspite of 
the fact that most of them live spread 
out across the country Karen herself 
is a racing manager with Corals while 
others juggle careers which include 
teaching and computers, with their 
love for the game. 

"'Juggling a career with the game is 
extremely difficult/' says Janette 
Brittin, "more so if one doesn't have 
an understanding employer." Janette 
works in British Airways and is the 
senior-most member of the team, 
playing for England since 1979 

The Indian team has no official 
sponsor, and the Women's Cricket 
Association is trying to persuade 
multinational companies to lend the 
game their support. But it is different 
for the Indian girls, most rtf whom are 
employed by organisations involved 
in the game, so they keep in touch 
with the game more, without the 

England women cricketers pass their time 
playing football at the CC ft FC ground after rail 
affected the first Test match against the Indian 

eves 


added pressure of having to 
precariously balance their 
professional lives with the game. 

In other pans of the world too, the 
game has met with the same fate, 
except in New Zealand where the 
women's assoaation has been merged 
with the men's association. New 
Zealand Cricket,enabling the women 
to receive the same sponsorship as 
their male counterparts. Australia was 
the next country to try and form a 
co-ordinated council, but have not 
done so yet. 

The West Indies, Holland, Denmark 
and Ireland are all faced by the same 
problems—a financial-crunch, no 
sponsors and hardly any international 
exposure. The International 
Women's Cricket Council (IWCC) is 
trying to remedy this by raising funds 
for countries not able to sponsor their 
own lours. 

Of course, it has to be admitted that 
the women's edition of the game is 
much slower and less exciting because 
of the lack of power and speed one 
finds in the men's game. Women in 
tennis have been fortunate enough to 


have been able to overcome any 
prejudice. They have smashed their 
way to the top to become stars in their 
own right. But women's cricket still all 
too easily falls prey to the odd snigger 
of condescension, perhaps because 

the game is always being compared to 
the men's version— 
a notion which is as absurd as it is 
gratituous. As long as it is not allowed 
to stand on its own, the game will 
continue to stumble on its way 
saddled with an image drawn in the 
male psyche. 

"Of course our game is much 
slower than the men's/' agrees Karen, 
"but if we keep at it, we will, one day, 
draw the attention of a big sponsor. 
And hopefully we will be able to 
achieve this by persuading the public 
that we can play cricket, and that we 
take it seriously." 

Perhaps the most important 
moment for the sport came when the 
IWCC was formed in Victoria on 
February 18, 1958. Other countries 
had already formed associations of 
their own England in 1926, 

Australia in 1931 and New Zealand in 
1934 but it was the IWCC that gave 
the game its impetus. 

The inaugural women's World Cup, 
which England won, was held in 
1973, with the backing of Jack 
Hayward, a millionaire, who decided 
to offer the English Women's Cricket 
Association financial help. Thus it was 
that the first competition for women 
on an international level was held two 
years before the men'^. And in the 
same year, halfway across the world, 
the WCAI was formed, coinciding 
with the first national championship 
for women which was held in Pune. 

Over the years the barriers th^t 
stand between the men's and 
women's games have been broken 
down though the process has been a 
slow one. And it will take a long vyhile 
before it can step out of the shadow of 
the men's game to be able to hold a 
place in the sun for itself. And as the 
third Duke of Dorset, a champion of 
th^ ^it once said, "What Is human 
Kfc but a gameof cricket? And if SO, 
why shouldn't the ladies play It as well 
as we?" 
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COMEBACK TRAIL! 

A trilmte to India's triumph in the Sultan Azian Shah 
tournament at Kuala Lumpur 


Ctockwin fram top rifM: 

India fkiallyniadaitiotlia'Mi^ 
Inalwcfcaytenni a nwi m Y 
whMhiOtlM Saltan Ailaa Sink 
traiAy in klalayaia allar a^lng 
aal warid ckampiont Gaimany in 
thada-lmaiiar 

ParaM Singii, wba Mwa raaallad 
aa lia Indian haakay aaplain, 
pj ayadifca piantalinlaintln 

darlint af tin Ians in Maiayaia < 

Gnaafc Pnai Lissnk giving afaw 
figs In ana af Ms Oannan glayan 
Aaring Ifca iaiaivai In Snlr finai 

against India 

PHOTOGRAPHS BY X. ARUMUGAN 











Kapil Dev and Sunil Gavaskar share a personal moment at a get- 
together of the 1983 World Cup winning team in Calcutta recently 
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\ great things 

\ about cricket is that it gives 
S you an evening adnnk 
and nostalgia to talk about 
Few events in Indian cricket stoke the 
twinkle in the eye better than the 
1983 World Cup cricket Final It was 
the biggest cricketing upset of all time 
and those who saw the match at 
Lord's or on the television will be 
fortunate to be able to describe this to 
theirgrandchildien in say 2033 AD 
The most spontaneous memory of 
the Final is that of Sandhu clean 
bowling Greenidge Sandhu described 
It years later It was getting difficult 
to control the swing Lven a straight 
delivery was eventually finishing in 
the direction of second slip Sol 
consciously deeded to bowl an 
inswinger A little after the ball had 
left my hand I saw it floating out 
again This is precisely what 
Greenidge must have seen as well 
Later in its trajectory the ball stopped 
floating away pitched,and moved in 
By then the batsman had already 
committed himself to the 
shoulder-arm and was bowled 
Kapil Dev's catch He chased the 


ball near square leg and took the catch 
with his back to the batsman’ 
Snkkanth s square drive off Roberts 
for four Had Snkkanth left it the ball 
may have been declared a wide It 
came early in the match and typified 
precisely the emotional content of the 
game—the insolent David against an 
intimidating Goliath 
Garner bowling to Gavaskar Some 
years later Gavaskar described it He 
said You could smell the turf on the 
ball as Garner dug each delivery into 
the pitch and past my nose 
Holding bowling One delivery 
pitched outside the off-stump 
swerved late and in beating Dujon to 
his left and going for four byes If the 
ball had sw'ung earlier 
Teetotaller Kirmani drowned m 
champagne after the match Kapil 
recalls having opened at least 25 
bottles in celebration 

Sarfra? Nawa? and Abdul Qadir 
dancing in the crowded foyer of the 
Westmoreland Hotel in the evening 

Sunil Gavaskar laads a standino ovation for 
Kapil Dov at tbo la-union of tho 1983 World 
Cup winning toam in Calcutta 


ASMOKE CHAKRABORTY 



Gavaskar's four catches In my 
mind s eye I can still see him tumbhrig 
over for a prized catch-I don t know 
whose Sounds ridiculous today but 
after having been Captain for some 
three and a half years and 
unquestionably His Majesty in Indian 
C rickct SMG was demoted to avilian 
ranks for the World Cup Kapil's * 
vice-captain was Mohinder ^ 
Amarnath’ 

Malcolm Marshall confessing in his 
autobiography that he broke down 
and cried in the dressing room after 
the game because of the enormous 
monetary loss the defeat meant for 
him 

Richards khunnas Six months 
later after West Indies had beaten 
India in each of the one-day 
internationals as part of the senes in 
India the first thing he said was 'This 
IS our revenge for what you did to us at 
Lord s 

Amarnath s moustache We saw so 
much of him in the semi final and 
final that we began to associate the 
facial growth with some mysterious 
divine support Six months later 
when Gillette had done a neat job 
Amarnath registered one run in six 
innings 

A photograph by Patrick Edgar 
which I will never forget-that of an 
expat Indian running a betting 
counterjust outside Lord's Patel's 
bookies offered 0 50 on India winning 
the match and 7 1 on the West 
Indies,before the Final’ It will be the 
memory of a lifetime even after the 
details of Kapil's 175 and Sandhu's 
dream ball have all been forgotten 

Gavaskar recalled the other evening 
that just before the Indians were to i 

walk out of the dressing room to 
defend a measly 183, he turned round 
and told the team chalojawaano, 
chalkarladenge Who writes his script*^ 

On 16 November 1995, ITC Ltd, ^ 
sponsors of the 1996 Wills World Cup, 
regrouped the 1983 team in Calcutta. 1 
ran around like an enthusiastic 
schoolboy collecting autographs on a 
canvas board, scoresheetsandastump. 

People earned home memories that 
evening. 1 carried back value 
MudarPatherya 
























